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The last few months have been unprecedented in the vast changes effected to our day 

to day lives, but as I write we are slowly easing back to something a bit closer to normal. 

Will that be it? Will we be done with coronavirus and resume normal life over the coming 

months with no further interruptions, or will (as the WHO are currently predicting) there 

be another wave of infection? Only time will tell, but it is certainly very nice to get back to 

normal with the Chat. See our short article on page 5 for more information. 
 

These last few months have been illuminating in many ways. The incredible work done by 

our key workers, for which no words can express our gratitude. The sense that many of 

us CAN work from home more, perhaps leading to improvements for our environment 

and our own work-life balance. The changes to our immediate surroundings and routines, 

some of which are likely to become permanent fixtures. After the repeated exhortations 

to the general public to use their common sense to avoid new waves of infection, it has 

been interesting to see the response. Witnessing pictures of heaving beaches, and 

crowds of drinkers as the pubs open, plus seeing crowds in our own local area, it is hard 

not to draw the conclusion that common sense is, unfortunately, not all that common.  
  

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Hall 

We are pleased to let you know that 

the halls will re-open on 1st August 

and many of our regular hirers will 

return to the halls during August or 

September. If you usually take part in 

any of the classes/sessions, please 

contact your organiser to see when 

your session is likely to begin again. 

 

As with all community centres, we 

have been given guidelines we must 

adhere to so please follow the 

instructions on posters, f loor 

markings, etc. that you will you see 

inside and outside the facility. All event 

organisers using the halls have been 

advised of steps that must be taken to 

ensure the safety of everyone 

attending classes and of our staff, so if 

we all play our part, we will hopefully 

keep any risks to a minimum.  

 

The playground was opened on 4th 

July and the steps you should take 

when using the playground are shown 

on the Basingstoke and Deane posters 

that have been displayed since that 

date.  Please follow their guidance to 

ensure you keep your children safe. 

Take sanitiser with you to apply before 

and after the play equipment is used, 

and keep a safe distance from others. 

 

Although it’s fine to use the field and 

playground,  there have been 

complaints that some people are just 

leaving their rubbish strewn around for 

someone else to clear up. If you are 

using any part of this facility, please 

take your rubbish home.  

 

Thank you. 
 

Lynne Hughes 

Chineham Library 
We’ve enjoyed welcoming so many of 

you back to Chineham Library in July 

and are looking forward to seeing 

many more of you over the summer. 

You will notice a range of changes that 

we’ve put in place for the safety of 

both our visitors and staff. Some of 

these are listed below. When you visit 

you’ll be greeted by a member of staff 

at the door who will be able to provide 

further guidance.  
 

Temporary opening times 

Tuesday: 10.00-4.00pm 

Wednesday: 10.00-4.00pm 

Friday: 10.00-4.00pm 
 

Short Visits: We’re asking people to 

limit their visits to a maximum of 30 

minutes and to keep browsing to a 

minimum.  Reserved items can also be 

collected at this time. 

 

Shared computers: Computers are 

free of charge to use for all library card 

holders, to secure a session you must 

book in advance by calling 01962 

454747. 

 

A place to study: Study places will be 

available from 13 July. To secure a 

session you must book in advance by 

calling 01962 454747. 

 

Events and Activities: We’re not 

offering any events or activities in the 

library just yet. However, our online 

timetable of events and activities 

includes baby Rhymetime, story time, 

bedtime stories, the Summer Reading 

Challenge, and podcasts. 

 

Summer Reading Challenge: This year 

Summer Challenge is called SILLY 

SQUAD and will be running online. It’s 
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a fabulously fun way to encourage 

children aged 4 to 11 to read during 

the summer when reading skills can 

otherwise take a nose-dive. There are 

lots of fun activities to take part in and 

we have our own Facebook group for 

you to join to share your pictures, 

questions and all things Silly Squad. 

You can find the link to sign up on 

Chineham Library’s Facebook page or 

the Hampshire library homepage. 
 

For updates on all of our services 

please visit www.hants.gov.uk/library 

or follow us on Facebook. Thank you 

for your continued support of our 

Library. 
 

Helen Ariaraj 

 

Chineham WI 
In line with Government regulations, 

Chineham WI cancelled our meetings 

when the lockdown struck. We haven't 

had a meeting since February 2020, 

but we haven't been idle. Far from it! 

Our members have each played to 

their strengths and each has made 

their own contributions according to 

their abilities. The members who enjoy 

sewing have made scrubs and masks 

for Basingstoke and Winchester 

hospitals and local carers (while 

others donated old duvets and sheets 

to be transformed into PPE), those 

who crochet have made mask mates 

(a strap to save the ears of nurses and 

carers as they became sore from 

constantly wearing face masks), others 

have written cheerful cards to local 

care homes to let them know they 

were not forgotten and many have 

helped out by shopping for neighbours, 

collecting prescriptions and so forth. 

Members who are keen gardeners 

have made the most of the good 

weather and have shared their 

produce and bunches of garden 

flowers with friends and neighbours 

and spread a little cheer. 

 

Unlike many other clubs, we have 

been unable to meet online because 

not all our members are on the 

internet. We have very much missed 

our meetings and look forward to 

being able to meet again in the future, 

although, as I write, we don't have a 

clear idea of when that might be yet. 

 

Pam Malcolm 

Treasurer, Chineham WI 

 

Chat Thank Yous 

The decision to resume printing the 

Chat was not taken lightly. The 

Committee considered very carefully 

when the right time would be to 

resume printing and distribution. The 

Area Distributors were consulted, as 

was our printer. We took the decision 

to print the August issue both as a 

service to the community (especially 

those who are less keen on the 

internet) and to fulfil our obligations to 

our loyal advertisers, who help keep 

the Chat going. 
 

It may, of course, be the case that 

some of our Distributors are not yet 

comfortable resuming their role, and 

we support them in that. Some of our 

readers may also be concerned, but 

given the very low risk of transmission 

via paper (post has never stopped!) 

and lack of one-to-one contact during 

delivery, we feel overall that it is worth 

it. So a massive thank you to all our 

distributors—and readers!—and please 

stay safe. 
 

Jo Appleford-Cook 
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Probus Club 
This summer is the 80th anniversary of 

the Battle of Britain and today the Probus 

Club of Basingstoke has several 

members who were “regulars” in the RAF. 

We have a Wing Commander, two 

Squadron Leaders, a Flight Lieutenant 

and Flight Sergeant and in previous years 

we have had two Group Captains. None 

of the present day members are old 

enough to have served at that time 

although many of our mostly civilian 

members class themselves as War 

Babies and do have war time memories. 
 

Today, one of these veterans is the 

Armed Forces Champion of Basingstoke 

& Deane Borough Council, and supports 

the local government in its covenant with 

all branches of the military, another was 

involved at a memorial service in 

Westminster Abbey when he was the 

usher to the chairman of the Battle of 

Britain Fighter Association and afterwards 

accompanied him to St James’ Palace for 

a reception with Prince Charles, a third 

joined the Queen’s Helicopter flight 

receiving a personal decoration from Her 

Majesty, the fourth was deeply involved in 

bomb disposal, and the most senior was 

involved with delta wing Avro Vulcans 

during the Cold War. All of them have 

been part of the array of interesting 

speakers at the usual monthly Probus 

Club lunch meetings.  
 

But what of the majority of members who 

either did their National Service or were 

just too young to be called up? They had 

busy lives in industry, commerce, 

medicine, law and science in the locality 

and overseas.  
 

They now have a fulfilling retirement 

helped by their membership of the 

Probus Club. Some are keeping fit by 

trying to do their 10,000 steps a day, 

others pleased to get back on the golf 

course and one keenly looking forward to 

being a cricket umpire. Others may be 

less energetic but have kept their minds 

active with other hobbies. Not for them 

the problem faced by many being on 

furlough with an increasing waistline but 

by not dining out so often has had a 

positive effect on their wallets. 
 

See www.probusbasingstoke.club for 

more information. 
 

Paul Flint 
 

NWR 
Have your children just left home? 

Have you moved to a new area? Have 

you experienced some other big life 

change? Come and meet other women 

to share and explore thoughts, ideas 

and experiences. Enjoy lively, 

stimulating conversation, broaden your 

horizons and make new friends.  
 

There are 380 groups in the UK and 

we currently have around 6,500 

members. National Women’s Register 

(NWR) is run nationally by a small and 

agile team so quickly embraced social 

media during lockdown to keep our 

minds active, including a subscription 

to Digital Theatre Plus, National 

Quizzes, as well as access to many live 

and interesting speakers – all included 

in our modest annual £25 subscription 

fee. 
 

Each local group is very democratic 

with everyone involved in planning and 

organising activities. During lockdown 

members have remained in touch via 

phone, WhatsApp, emails and Zoom. 

None of our group had heard of Zoom 

before March but every Monday at 

2pm we have had a Zoom meeting 

when between 6 and 15 of us get 

6 



 

 9 

together for exercise sessions, quizzes, 

a specific discussion topic and generally 

keeping up with news. On 6 July our 

theme was “Growing old gracefully. Who 

will look after us? What would we say to 

our 16 year old self?” We all agreed 

that our health is most important; we 

should live life to the full while we are 

able; and we would tell our 16 year old 

self to be more confident. 
 

We are looking forward to meeting 

physically in the near future, including 

my favourite meeting of the year – wine 

tasting. Not a member? NWR could be 

for you! Do have a look at 

www.nwr.org.uk or contact Karen who is 

our Local Organiser for the forthcoming 

year (karen.dann@gmail.com) or call 

Karen for a chat (01256 328488). 
 

Sandie Tapping 

 

Crime Prevention Bulletin 
Caravan/mobile homes—purchase 

scams 

Vehicles are advertised at attractive 

prices, when in reality they don’t exist or 

don’t arrive once paid for. Criminals are 

now requesting the buyer pays via 

PayPal. The criminal then fails to send a 

PayPal invoice, at which point the buyer is 

contacted by someone pretending to be a 

representative from PayPal and receives 

a reference and bank account number 

for payment to be made into. Ultimately, 

the buyer doesn’t receive their goods as 

payment has been made into an account 

controlled by a criminal. 
 

Cancellation refund scams 

By email: Criminals send out phishing 

emails advising people how to claim 

refunds with links leading to fake 

websites used to steal personal and 

financial information or used to infect 

your device with malware. These emails 

may appear to be from airlines, banks, 

travel providers or other trusted 

organisations using official branding to 

convince you they’re genuine. 

By phone: Criminals call you pretending 

to be representatives/ ’refund agents’ 

from the impacted organisation or from 

your bank claiming they can help you get 

an immediate refund if you provide them 

with your bank details. You may be asked 

to pay an upfront fee as payment for 

handling refund claims. Once your bank 

details have been shared with the 

criminal you fail to receive repayment 

and they have access to your money. 
 

Report Fly-tipping: 

ClearWaste is a free app that enables you 

to report fly-tipping incidents to your local 

authority or registered landowner 

anywhere in the UK. Incidents of fly-

tipping can also be reported via their 

website. The simple to use reporting 

process helps to help catch and 

prosecute waste criminals and reduces 

environmental issues in your area no 

matter where you live. 
 

Online Safety Warning: 

We have been made aware of incidents 

of children being groomed through 

Snapchat and online platform Omegle – 

we are also aware of incidents of hacking 

on the game Roblox where players are 

invited to open a ‘gift’ which turns out to 

be a camera that takes a photograph. 

Perpetrators are fully aware children are 

online more and the increased 

opportunity this presents to exploit them. 

To view the NSPCC/NetAware guide to 

social media, apps and games, please 

visit www.net-aware.org.uk. 

 

Hampshire Constabulary Crime Prevention 

Advisor 
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Play Areas and COVID-19 

Play areas and outdoor gyms have now 

reopened in the borough. Basingstoke and 

Deane Borough Council is encouraging 

people to follow government guidance to 

reduce the risk of spreading the virus 

when using the equipment. Before each 

play area and outdoor gym can be safely 

reopened it must be inspected and 

residents are asked not to use the 

equipment until the council’s team has 

carried out this work and declared it fit for 

use. 
 

Signage will be placed at each location 

asking people to follow government 

guidance including: 

• giving other people space in line with the 

current social distancing guidance 

• washing hands before and after visiting 

• using hand sanitiser gel or wipes to 

clean hands 

• putting tissues or rubbish in the bins 

provided. 
 

No food or drink should be consumed in 

the play areas and people are asked not to 

use busy facilities to help keep themselves 

and others safe. Play areas and outdoor 

gyms in the borough were closed in March 

due to the pandemic. Their reopening has 

been announced as part of the latest set 

of COVID-19 recovery guidance issued by 

the Government. 
 

Cabinet Member for Planning, Cabinet 

Member for Planning, Infrastructure and 

the Natural Environment Cllr Mark Ruffell 

said: “It is great news that at long last play 

areas and outdoor gyms are going to 

reopen and I know this will please a large 

number of families and exercise 

enthusiasts in the borough. We urge 

people to follow the guidance from the 

Government when using these facilities to 

reduce the risk of spreading the virus. 

Please wash your hands or use sanitiser 

gel to clean them before and after visiting, 

give people space while in the play area 

and do not use the areas if you have 

coronavirus symptoms. If the play area is 

busy and you cannot keep to social 

distancing guidelines please leave and 

return later. 
 

“It will take some time to re-open over 200 

play areas and outdoor gyms from 

Saturday so we ask people to be patient. 

Our team has to inspect each space 

before it be reopened and we will 

complete this work as quickly as we can.” 
 

For more information and to find your 

n e a r e s t  p l a y  a r e a  v i s i t 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/playareas. 
 

Krissy Lloyd 
 

Chineham Medical 

Practice PPG 

COVID 19 has presented us with a 

substantial challenge over the past 

few months and the Chineham 

Medical Practice wanted to thank 

patients for their support, patience 

and resilience during this time. Out of 

necessity the way care for patients 

has changed in order to keep both 

patients and staff safe. This has 

meant all initial contacts are now 

made through telephone or video call. 

The practice has seen that a lot of the 

work people would previously 

attended the practice for, can be 

delivered safely and effectively via 

phone and more recently video 

consultation. In the future in the next 

phase of how we manage COVID 19, 

the normal care provided for patients 

will start to resume, although how this 

is safely and efficiently achieved is still 

be considered. 
 



 

 

If you haven’t already and need advice, 

why not try using our online 

consultation, e–consult? This is 

accessible through the practice web 

page. You can use this to ask 

questions about new or existing 

problems and can submit helpful 

information about long term conditions 

like blood pressure monitoring. The 

practice aims to respond with these in 

48 hours and often this will be via a 

text message. Text messages are 

playing an increasingly valuable role in 

both in giving information or advice 

and also helping GPs understand your 

issues better. Pictures can now be sent 

in reply which has helped manage 

things remotely. Similarly, utilising 

video consultations regularly have 

been an effective way of managing 

many conditions and allows you to 

remain in the comfort and safety of 

your own home. There may still be 

times when you need to physically see 

a doctor/nurse/health care assistant 

and this can be done at the practice 

with full protective equipment. 
 

It’s difficult to predict how long these 

arrangements will be necessary. Your 

support and help to deliver the safest 

and most effective service is 

appreciated. Thank you. If you are 

interested in finding out more about 

joining the patient participation group 

please contact: Karen Nicholls, tel: 

01256 479244. 
 

Karen Ashton (Chair of Chineham 

Medical Practice PPG) 

 

Rotary Club 
There may be a pandemic but some 

communities in the world are also 

dealing with natural disasters and 

conflict which leaves them with 

nowhere to live whilst still living with 

the v i rus .  Shel terBox is  an 

international disaster relief charity 

established 2000 by Rotarians in 

Helston, Cornwall, UK. They provide 

emergency shelter and other aid items 

to families around the world who have 

lost their homes. Shelterbox is working 

to help people protect themselves in 

dangerously crowded camps in Syria 

and disaster zones in flooded areas of 

Indonesian and many other places 

  

A full Shelterbox provides a robust tent 

and the basic essentials for sleeping, 

cooking and water purification for a 

family of 10 to survive for 6 months. If 

needed in that area, mosquito nets 

will be included. There will also be 

small toys and books and pencils for 

children. Having somewhere dry and 

warm to sleep, to prepare meals and 

be with your family is vital for starting 

the long process of rebuilding your life 

 

Shelterbox are partners with Rotary 

International, and Rotarians around 

the world help Shelterbox to connect 

with local communities more quickly 

when disaster strikes. The charity's HQ 

is based in Truro, Cornwall and they 

coordinate disaster relief and get it to 

where it is most needed even in a 

pandemic. To donate visit their 

website  https://www.shelterbox.org. 

 

Lindy Richardson 

 

Birds in Lockdown 

The stress of working full time and having 

to home school each day can take its toll. 

My desk is set up on the dining table 

which looks out onto the back garden. 

I’m lucky that I have a hobby, I’m a 

‘Birder’, a ‘Twitcher’. I like to watch birds 
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and, oh my, there are a lot of birds to see! 

Usually I’m at work during the day and 

haven’t a clue what visits my back garden 

so while I’ve been sat here working from 

home I have been making notes. So I 

thought I could put this to good use by 

signing up to the BTO garden bird watch. 

Below are my results: 
 

Crows: carrion crow, jackdaw, magpie, 

rook. Finches: chaffinch, goldfinch, 

greenfinch. Pigeons/doves: collared 

dove, woodpigeon. Sparrows: house 

sparrow, tree sparrow. Tits: great tit, blue 

tit. Accentors: dunnock. Flycatchers: 

robin. Raptors: sparrowhawk. Starlings: 

star l ing .  Thrushes :  b lackb i rd. 

Woodpeckers: great spotted woodpecker. 

Wrens: wren.  
 

Pretty amazing hey! No fewer than 20 

species of birds visited my garden in one 

week, the best one for me is when the 

sparrowhawk landed on my fence. I love 

raptors, there is something majestic 

about how they fly. Seeing the kites soar 

in the wind, watching them dive, is truly 

incredible. 
 

Keeping my sanity I also have to escape, 

yes that’s right, escape! Escape the 

moaning 6 year old that misses his 

friends, that doesn’t want to do 

handwriting, that misses a routine. It’s 

tough, very tough for them and tough on 

me. So I take my binoculars and do a 

loop round some of Chineham. I know 

where the chiffchaff sits and marks its 

territory, I know where the whitethroat 

loves to sing, I know the favourite branch 

of the jay. There is so much wildlife to 

see, one day I was lucky enough to see 

the elusive kingfisher fly along the brook 

and land on a branch eyeing up the 

sticklebacks. We are very lucky to live in 

Chineham. I was just extremely lucky to 

have a hobby that COVID-19 didn’t stop 

and for that I am extremely grateful and 

sane! Happy birding peeps! 

 

Laura Cox 

 

National Garden Scheme                         

It’s been a while! Gradually we are 

coming through these unprecedented 

times, but we  still need to be cautious. I 

am really pleased to let you know that 

the National Garden Scheme is once 

again opening its gates to visitors - 

albeit with some major changes. Based 

on Government guidelines, any garden 

owner who feels able to open their 

gardens can do so, but there are some 

rules which must be adhered to. 
 

Every Monday morning there will be a 

new batch of gardens, posted on the 

website www.ngs.org.uk which are open 

throughout the following week. Tickets 

must be purchased online (this is 

extremely easy to do). There will be 

timed slots of maybe 1hr, 1.5hrs or 

even 2hrs. 
 

There will be a limited number of visitors 

per timed slot - depending on the size of 

the garden. After your allotted time, you 

should leave the garden and there will be 

a 15 minute change-over period before 

the next visitors arrive. There will be no 

refreshments or facilities (hopefully this 

will soon change). Social Distancing 

should be adhered to. There may be 

plant sales, and payment would probably 

be in an honesty bucket. Unfortunately 

there will be no ‘Yellow Direction Signs’, in 

order to deter passers by, so make sure 

you have the directions handy. 
 

I’m afraid this all seems a bit dictatorial, 

but in order to comply with the guidelines, 

and the safety of our garden owners and 

visitors, this seems to be the only way 

forward at the present time. At least we 
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get the chance to visit some beautiful 

gardens. Currently the following 

Hampshire gardens are opening 

during August: 
 

Bleak Hill Nursery and Garden, 

Ringwood, BH24 3PX. 

Opening Saturday & Sunday 2nd & 

3rd. Through the moongate and 

concealed from view are billowing 

boarders contrasting against a seaside 

scene with painted beach huts and a 

boat on the gravel. Small adjacent 

nursery. 
 

Bramdean House, Alresford,SO24 0JU 

Opening Sunday 9th. 
 

The Thatched Cottage, Alton, GU34 

4JU 

Opening Sunday 9th. 
 

21 Chestnut Road, Brockenhurst, 

SO42 7RF 

Opening Saturday & Sunday 15th & 

16th. 
 

I am sure there will be more gardens 

as the month progresses, so please 

visit the website www.ngs.org.uk to 

see more gardens - there may be one 

really close to you. 

 

Pat Beagley 

pat.beagley@ngs.org.uk  
 

Basingstoke Samaritans 
Samaritans have been a presence in 

Basingstoke since 1969 and have 

been offering emotional support to the 

town and beyond from the early 

1970’s from our base in Essex Road. 

Samaritans is a unique charity 

dedicated to reducing the feelings of 

isolation and disconnection that can 

lead to poor mental health, and in the 

saddest cases, to suicide. Every six 

seconds someone contacts us, every 

six seconds we can help someone turn 

their life around; our listening 

volunteers can make a real difference 

to someone’s future. 
 

Our brilliant volunteers took over 

19,835 contacts from callers and gave 

over 3016 volunteer hours last year. 

Every person supporting Basingstoke 

Samaritans is a volunteer. Along with 

supporting callers by phone, email and 

face to face, we also have strong 

Outreach Teams supporting our 

Community. These teams support our 

schools and colleges, the railway 

station, give talks to groups, distribute 

literature to GP surgeries, our hospital, 

libraries and CAB and organise events 

in shops and supermarkets raising 

awareness and fundraising. 
 

Like all Samaritans branches, 

Basingstoke is completely self-funded 

with donations from members of the 

public and organisations that choose 

to support us. We are always looking 

for new members and all volunteers 

receive full training in preparation for 

the kinds of conversations we have. 

New volunteers are initially supported 

by an experienced mentor, offering 

experience to ensure we are doing the 

right thing for our callers. If Listening 

isn’t for you, we also have several 

support roles to help our branch 

function. 
 

We offer a chance to develop a range 

of new skills and the confidence to use 

them. If you are interested in finding 

out more come to an information 

session, or sign up on the below link: 

https://www.samaritans.org/support-

us/volunteer/. 

 

Cheryl Felstead 
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
 

Changes to Road Space: 

A range of temporary changes 

have been made across the 

county to provide more road 

space to support social 

distancing in town centres and 

for people cycling and walking: 

- Waiting times at 166 

crossings and traffic signals 

have been reduced to favour 

pedestrians 

- Work has started across town 

and city centres to give more 

space to pedestrians. 
  
Over 2500 schemes have 

been suggested to date. The 

website Hampshire Covid 

Travel/Transport and road/

Hampshire County Council has 

details including two schemes 

in the Top of Town and Winton 

Square Basingstoke. There is 

also a link to a map to engage 

with the community on local 

priorit ies, and where 

organisations and people can 

make their suggestions, and 

see what others think.  
 

HCC will bid for further national 

funding later in the summer 

and continue to help 

Hampshire’s residents make 

healthier, greener journeys 

and support the economic 

recovery of Hampshire. 

Schemes will be reviewed for 

function and performance and 

will be altered if necessary. 

Schemes may also be 

considered for retention, 

based on feedback and 

evidence of effectiveness.  
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Website: elainestill.com 

 

 

Borough Councillor  

Laura Edwards 
It feels strange to be writing 

again for a hard copy of the 

Chineham Chat. A big thank 

you to the Chat team who have 

continued to keep us all 

updated throughout the 

lockdown via their website. 
 

The Covid-19 restrictions are 

slowly easing and what a great 

feeling that is. I found the last 

of couple of months hard at 

times, but it also made me 

realise what really matters in 

life. When or if we go back to 

‘normal,’ I hope the world 

doesn’t forget what happened. 

Nature has flourished and 

pollution levels dropped. A 

clear sign we need to look after 

and listen to the environment. 
 

The planning application for 

the Chineham Shopping centre 

was heard by the Development 

control committee last month. 

They decided to defer it and 

asked the applicant to provide 

more information on energy 

(green credentials), transport 

and parking. I fully support this 

decision – the plans to 

redevelop centre are good but 

it must be done the right way. 

The application is expected to 

return to the committee in a 

couple of months. 
 

On a wider note the Parklands 

Reception has reopened at 

Basingstoke and Deane 

council offices. 
 

Laura Edwards 

Tel: 07999 120252 

Cllr.laura.edwards@basingstoke.

gov.uk 

Facebook: Chineham and 

Sherfield Park Councillor 

 

 

 

 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
No column was received this 

month. 
 

Paul Miller 

Borough Councillor 

01256 467400/07777 659022  

Cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov  



 

 

Smokefree Hampshire 
Smokefree Hampshire, Hampshire’s 

stop smoking service, are encouraging 

smokers who want to quit to contact 

them during the COVID-19 outbreak, 

saying there’s never been a better 

time to go smoke-free. Coronavirus 

(COVID-19) is a respiratory infection 

which affects the lungs and airways. 

Research shows that smoking 

damages your lungs and weakens your 

immune system, increasing your risk 

of  developing l i fe - threatening 

complicat ions from COVID -19. 

Smoking means putting your hands to 

your mouth more often too, which can 

increase your transmission risk. 
 

Smokers are unfortunately more likely 

to need treatment for other serious 

conditions such as heart attacks, 

diabetes, cancer and emphysema. So 

quitting smoking now will help to not 

only reduce your risk of suffering 

complications from COVID-19, but also 

reduce your risk of hospitalisation for 

other illnesses. 
 

What’s more, second hand smoke 

indoors poses risks particularly to 

children and those with existing health 

conditions. Smokers should take every 

effort to protect those around them 

from exposure, but the only 

guaranteed way to reduce  harm to 

others is to go smoke-free. 
 

Smokefree Hampshire are on hand to 

help smokers in Hampshire who want 

to stop smoking. The free service has 

adapted from running traditional face 

to face appointments across 

H a m p s h i r e  t o  a  t e l e p h o n e 

appointment system, and even a video 

call offering, to give smokers regular 

support to help them successfully give 

up smoking. The service also  delivers 

nicotine replacement therapy direct to 

the doorstep of Hampshire people who 

sign up to stop smoking, at no cost to 

them. Smokers have been encouraged 

nationally to ‘Quit For Covid’ and stop 

smoking to help reduce the risk of 

contracting  COVID-19, as well as to 

reduce the risk of serious health 

complications should they catch 

coronavirus. There is no  better time to 

quit than now. 
 

To arrange an appointment, call 

01264 563039 or 0800 772 3649, or 

text Quit to 66777 or fill out the form 

at www.smokefreehampshire.co.uk.  

 

Smokefree Hampshire 

 

Church Open for Private Prayer 

Since the start of the pandemic Christ 

Church, like many other churches 

nationally, has been streaming 

services via Zoom and Youtube and 

this will continue for the foreseeable 

future. Sunday services start at 10am 

and all our videos are hosted at our 

Y o u t u b e  c h a n n e l  h t t p s : / /

w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / c /

ChristChurchChineham - just look for 

the most recent one.    
 

The really good news is that 

Government guidance now permits us 

to reopen for private, individual prayer, 

and we have worked hard to do this in 

a "Covid-secure" way, using hand gel 

as you come in, and leaving via a 

separate exit. A member of staff will 

be on hand to welcome you on the 

following days: Mondays from 9-12am 

and Thursdays 1-4pm.  Do drop in! 

 

Gill Godfrey 
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Minister’s Message 
Having taught children and adults for 

many years, I have found one aspect of 

discovery about my pupils really 

fascinating. It is that each of them is 

totally different from any other! In 

embryonic form one can see that some 

very young children have a particular love 

of rhythm, others are very logical, some 

have a built in care for their friends and 

yet others have creative and inventive 

minds. Some even have a combination of 

several of these and other facets of 

ability! As time has passed, I have had the 

privilege of seeing many of these pupils 

develop these intrinsic abilities into very 

specific professions and skills as they 

have faithfully trained and matured in 

these innate 'gifts'. It it always a delight to 

see the range of diversity in our 

communities as each individual is able to 

contribute to the 'common good'. 
 

Appreciating our differences and 

celebrating them enables all of us to give 

of our best into whatever setting we are 

privileged to be involved in. The 

atmosphere we create as we make space 

for people to excel in their different gifts, 

backgrounds, ages, race, ability, gender, 

characteristics and responses is a key to 

enable all to flourish. Such a vast topic 

can so easily be outworked in something 

which appears to be so simple. It is found 

in this biblical nugget of advice. 'Be kind 

and compassionate to one another, 

forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 

forgave you'. (Ephesians ch 4) 
 

The intrinsic diversity that is within us is 

also so evident in our response to the 

COVID crisis. Some have loved the more 

secluded life, others have had to 

overcome the very real mental challenges 

of isolation and some have had to walk 

the deepest path of grief as they have 

experienced first hand the devastation of 

this pandemic. Maybe, as I have 

experienced, a touch of kindness and 

compassion has brightened up a day and 

brought love, comfort, inspiration and 

encouragement when it's really been 

needed during these last few months.  
 

Again and again we have thanked our key 

workers who have surpassed themselves 

in pouring out kindness and compassion. 

We can all join with them as each one of 

us has the ability to be part of this great 

movement of showing kindness and 

compassion-encouraging each other, 

releasing each person into the freedom of 

being who we are created to be and then 

using that freedom to strengthen and 

empower each other. 
 

Hazel Marchment  

(Basingstoke Community Churches) 

 

Christ Church Activities 

Online Sunday services: Since the 

lockdown in March our services have 

been going out via Zoom, or recorded on 

YouTube – join in at 10am on Sundays or 

catch up at a time to suit - they are all 

saved on the YouTube channel for you to 

watch at any time. Visit our YouTube 

channel: https://youtube.com/c/

ChristChurchChineham, where you will 

see them listed.   

Private prayer: We were pleased to be 

able to open the church for private prayer 

in late June and we continue to provide 

this twice a week; on Mondays from 9-

12am and Thursdays from 1-4pm. During 

these times, someone will be on hand to 

welcome you and the office will be open 

for enquiries. Visitors are required to 

sanitize hands on entering the building 

and observe social distancing whilst here.  

We provide a quiet and peaceful space 

for prayer and reflection. All are welcome. 

Prayer requests: is there someone or 
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something you would like us to prayer 

for? We have a prayer team who are 

ready to respond to all requests in 

complete confidence. Email Gill on 

hello@christchurchchineham.org.uk or 

phone 07526 048037. 

Church activities and hiring to outside 

groups: At the time of writing we do not 

have a date to reopen to hirers or to 

restart any of our in-house activities. 

However, over the coming days and 

weeks we will be gathering information as 

to how this might happen; uppermost in 

our minds will be what is safe and right 

for the Church and the wider community. 

Administrator: In addition to the opening 

hours for private prayer (see above) Gill is 

also contactable on 07526 048037 

Tuesday and Friday from 9am-1pm, or 

leave a message at other times. Learn 

more, or contact us through: 

web: www.christchurchchineham.org.uk, 

e m a i l :  h e l l o @ c h r i s t c h u r c h 

chineham.org.uk, facebook + instagram: 

chr istchurchchineham,  twi t ter : 

@ccChineham. 

Charity collections: we continue to collect 

stamps (new and used), old biros and 

marker pens, postcards, spectacles, and 

tops from supermarket milk bottles for 

charity.  Please note we no longer collect 

batteries or foil–however, most 

supermarkets have collecting facilities for 

batteries.    

Lost property: We have a quantity of lost 

property at the Church that’s been here 

for some months, including several 

umbrellas, assorted clothing items, and 

lots of water bottles. These will be 

disposed of if not collected by the end of 

August. Please call in or contact the 

church if you think you may have left 

anything here on a previous visit this year.   

 

Gill Godfrey 

Chineham Parish Council 
Parish Council Meetings: Please note that 

in order to protect Parish Councillors, 

staff and members of the public, Parish 

Council Meetings will be held remotely 

until further notice. The Local Authorities 

& Police & Crime Panels (Coronavirus) 

Regulations 2020 came into force on 4 

April enabling the Parish Council to 

convene its meetings remotely. Meetings 

scheduled during April were cancelled 

whilst the Parish Council worked on its 

strategy to hold meetings remotely, but 

since then Full Parish Council and 

Committee Meetings have been 

convened via Zoom. Minutes of these 

meetings can be viewed on the Parish 

Council website. Members of the public 

are welcome to attend our meetings 

remotely and are asked to contact the 

Clerks for the relevant meeting link. 
 

Play areas/outside gym: These reopened 

in July in line with the latest Government 

advice. Please follow the relevant 

guidance to use these facilities safely. For 

more information and to find your nearest 

play area please go to https://

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/playareas. 
 

Allotment site: We were fortunate that our 

allotment site was allowed to stay open 

throughout the lockdown and plot holders 

made the most of the opportunity to use 

this as their permitted daily exercise 

when restrictions were at their tightest. 

The plots have definitely benefited from 

the extra attention this year and are 

looking glorious! We have had increased 

interest from residents wishing to add 

their name to our waiting list for an 

allotment plot. We currently have over 30 

names on the waiting list but if you would 

like to add your name and are a resident 

of Chineham Parish, please contact the 

Assistant Clerk. 
 

27 



 

 

Redevelopment of the Chineham District 

Centre: We understand that a decision on 

this planning application has been 

deferred by the Development Control 

Committee at the Borough Council whilst 

they seek further clarification from the 

developer about energy efficiency, cycle 

access and parking. 
 

Vacancy: We bid farewell to the Parish 

Council’s Rapid Response Warden. Alison 

has worked tirelessly for the Parish 

Council and we are grateful for all her 

hard work and wish her well. This leaves 

the Parish Council with a vacancy so if 

you are interested in applying for this part

-time paid position (5 hours per week), 

please contact the Clerk for a job 

description and application form. The 

deadline for applications is 1 September. 
 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is on 10 August. Please note that 

until further notice, meetings will be held 

remotely via Zoom. If you wish to attend 

the meeting please contact the Clerk who 

will provide you with the link to join. The 

Parish Council is here to help the 

residents of Chineham, so if there is a 

Chineham issue you are concerned 

about, please feel free to contact the 

Clerk, Sally Jackson on 01256 474500 

or email clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 

Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 01256 

3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk during 

office hours only please. The Parish 

Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Sally Jackson 
 

Citizens Advice Basingstoke 

Would you like to help your community? 

During the Covid 19 lockdown so many 

people in Basingstoke and the surrounding 

area volunteered to help their community 

in so many ways. Absolutely amazing! 

Perhaps you were one of those people, or 

maybe you have been inspired by their 

efforts, or maybe you happen to be looking 

for a way to help others. Have you ever 

thought of volunteering to work at Citizens 

Advice? Citizens Advice Basingstoke rely on 

the support of people like you to help make 

a difference for thousands of clients. 

Especially at this time there are many 

people struggling with employment 

queries, debt, housing issues and benefit 

entitlement. 
 

Volunteering with us: There are so many 

ways to get involved, from admin, 

fundraising, and trusteeship, to supporting 

and advising our clients. We welcome 

volunteers from all backgrounds as you 

can bring with you different skills and 

experience. As a volunteer at Citizens 

Advice you do not need any specific 

qualifications or experience. You will need 

to be friendly and approachable and have 

a respect for views, values and cultures 

that may be different to your own. Some 

roles may require you to have basic IT 

skills, be a good listener, or have good 

written skills.  
 

You will receive an introduction to the service 

and training for your role, as well as support 

and supervision throughout your time 

volunteering with us. There are always 

opportunities for development. Citizens 

Advice is a registered charity and as well as 

helping people with their individual 

problems, we also campaign to improve the 

policies and practices that often cause 

problems in the first place. So, how about 

contacting Citizens Advice Basingstoke to 

see how you can help? Call 01256 329984, 

w e b s i t e :  w w w . b a s i n g s t o k e 

andtadleycab.org.uk. 
 

Nicola Dale 
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Four Lanes Infants School 
It has been a very strange time in school 

and across the world for the last few 

months. Some children have not been in 

school since March and others have been 

in school all through lockdown because 

their parents are keyworkers. The children 

who have been learning at home have 

been working hard using online platforms 

Tapestry (YR) and SeeSaw (Y1 & 2) and 

teachers have loved to see all their 

learning. In school children have been 

kept in small groups called ‘bubbles’ with 

a teacher and LSA and fewer children so 

that there can be some social distancing. 

We have introduced a new learning 

mascot, Wendy the Wellbeing Wombat. 

Wendy has 7 beautiful different coloured 

bubbles, all the colours of the rainbow! 

Wendy gave each of the classes one of 

her coloured bubbles to look after. To help 

look after the children in bubbles, Wendy 

has some special rules to follow about 

how to stay safe and well at school, which 

the children have been using really well. 

Each of the bubbles has thought about 

what they have enjoyed doing whilst at 

school. 
 

Red Bubble have really enjoyed our recent 

pirate topic. We made pirate hats, maps 

and telescopes and then helped Pirate 

Jack find his lost treasure. First we had to 

build a pirate ship and then we set sail 

through the shark infested waters where 

we found Pirate Jack's treasure hidden in 

the woodland area!  
 

Orange Bubble have enjoyed the sunny 

weather, exploring in the woodland area, 

going on bug hunts and nature walks 

around the school field. We have also 

enjoyed being pirates, making our own 

boats out of lollypop sticks to see if they 

would float or sink when we tested them 

in water. We wrote a prediction to say 

what we thought might happen (if they 

would float or sink). We also particularly 

enjoyed being superheroes doing some 

super writing about our special powers. 
 

We have been very impressed with the 

writing produced by all of the children in 

Yellow Bubble recently. Each week our 

learning is based around a book and this 

has really fired up their imaginations; they 

especially enjoyed 'Supertato,' and 'Ten 

Little Pirates.' 
 

Green Bubble have been enjoying doing 

some fun maths, playing bingo and 

learning how to play board games. We 

have enjoyed having more time to talk to 

each other and helping to keep each other 

safe. 
 

Blue Bubble have loved spending time in 

class with their friends, and have enjoyed 

having their own personal Lego box! We 

have loved learning outdoors and 

especially enjoyed learning about types of 

trees. We practised the skills for Sports 

Day and it really paid off when we won the 

trophy! We were so proud to win and were 

really happy that our ball bouncing skills 

had improved since lockdown started. We 

have been super resilient and kind and 

been looking after each other when we 

feel tired. We have been ambitious in our 

learning and confident in our abilities. 
 

Indigo Bubble have really enjoyed making 

up stories to act out for our bubble 

audience. We also enjoyed decorating the 

room with our own bunting and had fun 

dancing at the bubble disco! 
 

In Violet Bubble we have really enjoyed 

being able to see our friends again. We 

have been doing lots of fun activities 

including drawing and painting. We loved 

virtual sports day and our socially 

distanced disco. We have enjoyed going 

on the laptops. Our favourite week was 

Pirate week where we got to make our 
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own pirate puppets, treasure maps and 

hats. 
 

We are all looking forward to meeting the 

new Year R children in September and wish 

the current Year 2 children every success in 

the Junior school. We hope you have a 

happy, safe and healthy summer holiday.  
 

Four Lanes Bubbles 
 

Civil Service 

Retirement Fellowship 

After our meeting with the AGM on 4th 

March members were looking forward to 

a trip on Wednesday 25th March to 

Dorney Court where we were to have an 

exclusive guided tour of this Tudor Manor 

House which is rarely open to the public. 

Sadly, due to the Coronavirus outbreak 

this did not take place along with planned 

visits to Hatfield House, Newbury Races, 

Hever Castle and afternoon tea at BCOT. 

Countryfile Live at Windsor Great Park in 

August has been cancelled as has the 

visit to Osborne House in September.  
 

It remains to be seen whether the 

Mystery Trip in October, a visit to Bicester 

Village Shopping Outlet in November and 

Christmas Lunch at BCOT in December 

will be able to go ahead but we will have 

to wait and see. None of the monthly 

meetings have taken place since March 

and there again it remains to be seen as 

to what will happen. 
 

In the meantime members have been 

kept in touch with the group by means of 

a monthly newsletter as well as a 

telephone call from a member of the 

committee which has been much 

appreciated. For most people whether 

they be isolating or shielding the lack of 

socialising has been the thing they miss 

most so they are all keen to see things 

get back to normal as soon as possible.  
 

The following comments from some of 

the members give some idea of the 

different ways that people have coped. 
 

“I should have been sailing from Tilbury, 

then via the Kiel Canal to Wiser, 

Germany, then on to Ronne, Denmark, 

Kariskrona, Sweden, sailing through the 

Baltic Sea, to Gdansk, Poland, finally 

returning to Tilbury via the Kiel Canal. 

Robbie Burns wrote about the ‘best laid 

plans of mice and men’ going pear 

shaped. Well not in those words exactly, 

but that was what he meant. So instead 

sat in the garden with a ‘cuppa’ and the 

cat and went outside to clap the NHS on 

Thursday evenings at 8pm while thanking 

God for all who work to save lives.” 
 

“The garden came in to its own, the birds 

using our nest boxes and building their 

nest for the new arrivals. We had white 

caps and black birds, beautiful songs 

between them. I enjoyed phoning some 

of our members once a month, they 

cheered me up. We miss the days out 

with the club and on our own or with the 

family and are ready and hopeful to get 

back to some sort of normal, if slowly, in 

the near future.” 
 

 “On V.E. day we joined our neighbours 

and all had a picnic on our drive. 

Umbrella up as very hot day, table and 

chairs out and picnic hamper which I 

must admit I have never used before and 

of course Union Jack flags and bunting 

up. It was a lovely afternoon and 

everyone at a safe distance.” 
 

When things return to normal the group 

meets on the first Wednesday of each 

month at Brookvale Village Hall from 

10am to 12noon. Further details can be 

obtained from csrfbasingstoke 

@gmail.com. 

 

David Cowling 
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to interpret it through art, a poem or 

spoken word. All artwork will be 

displayed as part of a digital art 

projection project that will take place 

later this year and will be available to 

view on the website as a lasting 

memory of this time. 
 

Schools, youth groups and individuals 

are encouraged to get involved. 

Submissions can be made by email to 

mypart@thebigbdthankyou.co.uk or 

post to The Big Thank You, 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough 

Council, Civic Offices, London Road, 

RG21 4AH. Businesses across the 

borough interested in supporting the 

e v e n t  s h o u l d  c o n t a c t 

mypart@thebigbdthankyou.co.uk. 
 

The Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane 

Cllr Diane Taylor said: “So many 

wonderful people in the borough have 

gone the extra mile to help others who 

may be struggling or vulnerable 

throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Whether it was making up and 

delivering food parcels, collecting 

medical supplies, being a friendly voice 

for somebody to chat with on the 

phone or key workers across the 

borough who have worked tirelessly to 

keep services we often take for 

granted running, our local heroes 

deserve to be recognised and thanked. 

The Big Thank You is a chance for 

everybody in the borough to recognise 

volunteers and unsung heroes in their 

communities and I hope you will join in 

this opportunity to give them our well-

deserved thanks. And don’t forget to 

encourage any young budding artists, 

poets or public speakers to get 

creative, focusing on acts of kindness 

that have been taking place in our 

community during lockdown.” 
 

The Big Thank You 
A ‘Big Thank You’ is being planned to 

celebrate all those in Basingstoke and 

Deane who volunteered to help others 

and the amazing acts of kindness that 

have taken place during the COVID-19 

pandemic. Basingstoke and Deane 

Borough Council, Love Basingstoke 

and Basingstoke Voluntary Action are 

calling on residents, groups and 

businesses to send in their messages 

of thanks to local heroes who have 

gone above and beyond throughout 

the pandemic to support vulnerable 

people in the community, either by 

volunteering or by carrying out 

thoughtful and kind deeds. 
 

Everyone recognised wi l l  be 

celebrated during Basingstoke and 

Deane’s Big Thank You Week, from 

Mon 10 to Fri 14 August. Throughout 

the week of celebration, there will be 

a spotlight on: 

• Unsung heroes on 10 August 

• Volunteer organisations, community 

hubs and community associations on 

11 August 

• The business community with two 

categories – community support and 

adapting operations on 12 August 

• Local artists, art organisations and 

the heritage sector on 13 August 

• Key and essential workers on 14 

August 
 

As well as encouraging people across 

the borough to share their thanks, a 

children’s drawing, poetry and spoken 

word project on the theme of 

kindness has also been launched. 

Open to anybody under the age of 18, 

it aims to inspire young people to 

focus on the acts of kindness they 

may have seen or carried out during 

the past few months in lockdown, and 



 

 

Basingstoke Voluntary Action’s Chair of 

Trustees Carol Bode added: “On behalf 

of Basingstoke Voluntary Action I thank 

every single one of you who has 

stepped forward to volunteer over the 

past few weeks to support and help 

your local communities and vulnerable 

people. It has made such a difference 

and rekindled a true community spirit. 
 

I also thank the many hundreds of 

volunteers who have given, and 

continue to give, their time freely for 

the benefit of others for many years. 

Volunteering comes in many forms and 

can take as little or as much time as 

you have to give. I hope that you 

consider future volunteer opportunities 

as our local communities and groups 

continue to need the ongoing support 

of your skills, experience, expertise 

and kindness as they recover." 
 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  v i s i t 

www.thebigbdthankyou.co.uk. 

 

Fiona Walters 

 

Water Me 
People in the borough are being 

encouraged to join a new initiative to 

help water young trees across 

Basingstoke and Deane during the 

summer months. ‘Water Me’ gives 

residents the opportunity to help 

support Basingstoke and Deane 

B o r o u g h  C o u n c i l ’ s  w a t e r i n g 

programme by providing the trees with 

additional water when the weather is 

dry. Each tree will have a label 

attached to it and residents are 

encouraged to find their nearest one 

and to help to water it – preferably 

using recycled water such as washing 

up or rain water. 
 

The council plants a number of new 

trees every year and waters them 

during their first year of growth. This 

year there are 183 trees included in 

the council’s watering schedule. 

Cabinet Member for Planning, 

I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  N a t u r a l 

Environment Cllr Mark Ruffell said: 

“Every year we plant additional trees 

providing a positive contribution to the 

borough’s natural environment, a 

habitat for wildlife and to help shape 

our landscape. The council carries out 

a rigorous programme of watering 

during the summer months but when it 

is particularly dry, our residents can 

help by providing extra water, to 

ensure that these young trees have 

the very best chance.” 
 

For further information on this release 

please contact: Fiona Walters, 

Communications Officer, on 01256 

845634 or email Fiona.walters 

@basingstoke.gov.uk. 

 

Fiona Walters 

 

Basingstoke Lions Club 
We’ve been joined by Bill Lenihan. He 

got talking to Ann Vicars at our World 

Sight Day stall in the Malls and she 

persuaded him to join us at a dinner 

meeting at The Hatch. It was the usual 

rowdy, good-humoured affair and he 

was pretty much sold on us. Ann 

finished him off with her usual rack 

and steam hammer approach and he 

has just volunteered to take on our 

most important role, Chairman of 

Fundraising. Whoopee! 
 

But life is full of ups and downs and 

Barry Morgan (Mr. Fixit) has felt 

obliged to stand down due to ill health 

after 23 years as a Lion. (The one is 
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not a direct result of the other!) At one 

time or another he has voluntarily 

taken on nearly every role in the Club, 

and always delivered. But one of the 

nice things about our departing 

members is that they all opt for the 

umbilical cord of our distribution list. 

So, when they get the minutes and 

recognize that we have a problem they 

often weigh in by helping to organize 

and take part in activities such as 

Easter Egg raffles, tin shakes etc. 

There is an old saying that no good 

deed goes unpunished. So it actually 

pays to recruit masochistic members. 

On which subject I hope to have 

further good news next month. 
 

The value of the Fleet Club’s IT 

renovation project cannot be 

overstated. One of our volunteers had 

the good fortune to deliver a 

particularly large screen and keyboard 

to a family with a disabled child. The 

reaction was apparently an absolute 

joy to behold – the sort of outcome 

that really makes you feel it’s all 

worthwhile. 
 

We also became aware that one of the 

charities which we have helped in the 

past was running into a short-term 

funding shortfall to operate its 

foodbank. We stepped in with a loan of 

£1000 to cover 2 days operating 

costs. The Basingstoke Voluntary 

Association (BVA) organized bunches 

of flowers to be delivered to carers. 

They needed drivers to deliver them.  
 

Quiz question: “Which member of the 

Club made the deliveries to a village 

just outside Basingstoke? Hint: a 

character once played by Doris Day – 

no! Not Calamity Jane, (however 

appropriate that might be), the other 

sharpshooter!” But during the 

deliveries our one was spotted 

“loitering” on a corner causing several 

motorists to slow down in a suggestive 

manner. (Cop speak!). 
 

Stop Press: We just received a very 

nice thank you letter from the CEO of 

our local NHS Trust in respect of the 

additional hand creams we supplied to 

the hospital. Isn’t that nice! 
 

You too can help to make a difference 

to the lives of others by joining us via 

www.basingstokelions.org.uk.  

 

Philip Wilson 

 

Citizens Advice 

Basingstoke 
Citizens Advice Basingstoke help 

people find a way forward. We can all 

face problems that seem complicated 

or intimidating. At Citizens Advice 

Basingstoke we believe no one should 

have to face these problems without 

good quality, independent advice. 

That’s why we’re here: to give people 

the knowledge and the confidence 

they need to find their way forward - 

whoever they are, and whatever their 

problem. 
 

We give advice to several thousand 

people every year. We are an 

inde pend ent  char i t y  o f fe r i ng 

confidential advice online and over the 

phone for free. During the Covid-19 

restriction period we have not able to 

give advice to clients face to face, but 

we are still open and here to help. Our 

contact details are found below. 
 

When we say we’re for everyone, we 

mean it. People rely on us because 

we’re independent and totally 
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impartial. We help many people every 

year. In 2018/19, this included: 

• 14,243 people helped face to face, 

by phone, email or webchat. 

• 25,931 interactions on behalf of our 

clients. 

• 100% of our clients reported they 

would use Citizens Advice again. 

• 72% of our clients felt less anxious 

or stressed after using our service. 

• £1,579,742 was gained for our 

clients in the financial year by way of 

benefit back payments, and tribunal 

awards. 
 

We give advice on a whole range of 

issues. In 2018/2019 the issues 

were: 

• 28% - Benefits and Tax Credits 

• 14% - Debt  

• 11% - Employment 

• 10% - Relationships and Family 

• 10% - Housing 

• 6% - Legal 

• 5% - Consumer Goods and Services 

• 2% - Discrimination  

• 2% - Financial Services and Capability 

• 2% - Health and Community Care 

• 2% - Immigration and Asylum 

• 8% - Other 
 

In the past weeks, we have been helping 

clients with the many problems caused 

by the Covid19 Lockdown. 
 

So, contact us if you have a problem and 

let us help you to find a way forward.  

Call us on 0300 3309 064. 

Chat online: citizensadvice.org.uk/

contact-us. 

Webs i te :  www.bas ingstokeand 

tadleycab.org.uk. 

Or search on the National Citizens advice 

website www.citizensadvice.org.uk. 

 

Nicola Dale 

 

Great Binfields School 

Governor Vacancy 
Have you ever thought about 

becoming a School Governor? 

 

School governors can transform the 

lives of children and young people by 

improving education standards. 

Working as a team, governors support 

and challenge school leadership. Their 

professional skills and expertise are 

harnessed to make strategic decisions 

that improve the learning environment 

and future prospects for children in 

schools.  By volunteering your time you 

are rewarded by being part of your 

school’s improvement journey and can 

also have the opportunity to take part 

in activities with those that really 

matter - the children. 

 

At Great Binfields Primary School we 

are looking for someone to join our 

friendly team of Governors. If you 

would like to chat to someone about 

how you can shape and challenge the 

future of your local primary school 

please contact Mrs Debbie Robinson, 

Clerk to the Governing Body, on 

01256 460532. 

 

Debbie Robinson 

 

 

Did you know?  

The most recent common ancestor of all 

coronaviruses is estimated to have 

existed as recently as 8000 BCE, 

although some models place the 

common ancestor as far back as 55 

million years or more, implying long term 

coevolution with bat and avian species. 
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Kids’ Chat! 
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www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk 


