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January 2013 
Welcome to the New Year—even with the same old problems. While our national 
and international problems will continue for some considerable time, there are 
local issues that seem to persist. 
 
Planning and housebuilding is a particular problem at the moment. The proposed 
development of Razor’s Farm off the Chineham end of Cufaude Lane is effectively 
Taylors Farm jumping the road and railway line threatening yet more building on 
green fields. Though current proposals are for access via Crockford Lane, these 
can change at a later date when it’s realised not everyone living on Razor’s Farm 
wants to go to Basingstoke. Where do they egress to the A33? Through Chineham 
is the obvious answer. Infrastructure and the provision of services is another 
concern. I would encourage all of you to attend the Public Meeting on 8 January 
(page 13) and perhaps sign the petitions etc (page 4). Broadband provision is 
another perpetual issue and the information on page 32 shows how relatively 
small complications can cause major hold ups. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Dennis Clapp 

Please Note 
The views expressed in Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team do not ac-
cept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in Chineham Chat. Copyright on all 
original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 
Following on from the busy Christmas 
and new year period, January gives us 
a chance to throttle back and get our 
second wind. However, we still have 
the following events taking place in 
club during the course of the month. 
 
Saturday 5: Quiz Night. Starting at 
20.00 in the lounge bar join us for our 
monthly quiz. Teams can have a 
maximum of six members and the cost 
is £1 per head. 
 
Monday 7: Bingo. Cash bingo at 20.30 
in the lounge bar. 
 
Saturday 12: Live Music With Scarlett 
Soul. We are looking forward to seeing 
Scarlett Soul in the club for the first 
time. The show will start at 20.00 and 
is a free event. 
 
Thursday 17: Senior Citizens’ Bingo & 
Lunch. Come along at 13.00 for a spot 
of prize bingo, lunch and a chat. 
 
Saturday 26:  Family Night. Karaoke 
hosted by Gordon McIlroy commencing 
at 19.00 in the lounge bar. Children 
can stay with their parents until 
closing time. 
 
Fridays. Kids Club. Every Friday at 
19.00 in the committee room we run a 
supervised Kids Club with a host of 
different activities. There is a fee of £2 
per child. 
 
Sundays. Poker Night. Join us for some 
fun and a chance to win some small 
prizes by playing Texas Hold ‘Em. Two 
sessions, starting at 19.00 and 21.00. 
 
Finally, it remains for me to remind you 

that there are approximately only 330 
shopping days to Christmas. 
 
John Prince, Club Chairman 
 
 

Chineham Village Hall 
Unfortunately the Thursday Rosemary 
Conley group have left due to lack of 
members which is very unfortunate 
but also means that we have space 
available for an evening group.  Please 
contact the booking clerk on 842745 
for further information on availability 
and costs. However if you are missing 
the group remember we still have 
Weight Watchers on a Wednesday 
evening from 6.45 to 8.15 p.m. 
 
Some groups will be changing their 
timings when they return after 
Christmas and I intend to update the 
lists on the notice board in time for the 
new term but in the meantime here’s a 
run down of what’s available: 
 
Mondays: Main Hall: Gym-minis pre 
school gym, Pilates, Brownies and 
Guides. 
Community rooms: Linguatastic, 
Rainbow Guides and the Craft Circle. 
Tuesdays: Main Hall: MAD academy 
pre school dance, Zumba and 
Aerobics. 
Community room: Caterpillar music 
morning, Linguatastic: afternoon. 
Wednesdays: Main Hall: Bopping 
babies and Weight Watchers. 
Community room: Linguatastic: 
morning and afternoon. 
Thursday: Main Hall: Little Pumas Tae 
Kwondo, Zumba. 
Community rooms: Linguatastic: 
morning and afternoon, Yoga. 
Friday: Main Hall: Creation station pre 
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school art/crafts, Lyndon School of 
Dancing, Kick  boxing. 
Community rooms: Linguatastic: 
morning & afternoon. 
 
Times and contacts will be updated on 
the notice board outside the main 
doors. 
 
I hope that you will find something to 
interest you in all on offer and 
remember that both halls are available 
to hire for parties, weddings and other 
functions. The booking line is 842745 
or find us via the internet or email at 
chinehamvillagehall@hotmail.com 
 
Marion Hitchin, Clerk 

 
 

Stolen not Lost 
Regarding the letter from Jessica 
Harris. Your son`s scooter is not lost. If 
he left it in a certain position and went 
back for it and it was not there then it 
has been stolen!  It has been stolen if 
the finder has failed to notify the 
police or made other attempts to trace 
the owner.     
 
I am fed up with the police throughout 
the country saying that crime is 
down.  It is not.  What they should say 
is that recorded crime is down.  The 
public are not reporting crime because 
the police no longer do anything about 
it, just give out a crime number for 
insurance purposes. It is not 
altogether the fault of the police 
because funding has been cut and 
they now have to operate a policy 
whereby crimes are dealt with in order 
of gravity. The fault does not stop 
there if they arrest somebody for a 
crime and the culprit does not offer a 

plea of guilty the CPS (Criminal 
Protection Society) impose such 
severe restrictions on the police that 
they, the police, are unable to proceed 
with the case! 
 
In my day if we had the evidence 
according to the lawful definition of 
the crime we put the offender, in our 
opinion, before the court. We were 
always told that it is for the court to 
decide.  Today the CPS decide, they 
are both judge and jury and often 
reject cases put up by the police 
because, in their opinion, there is no 
reasonable chance of a conviction. 
 
Why not leave it to the court to decide, 
as we used to do? If we lost a case, so 
what!  The thief or whatever always 
came again and we had another 
go!   Report your theft to the police. 
 
Tony Davie, Former senior police 
officer. 
 
 

Greening Campaign 
I am writing this piece in mid 
December when for obvious reasons 
the Greening Chineham campaign has 
taken a few weeks off until the New 
Year. Traditionally the New Year is the 
time for reflection on successes and 
failures in the previous year so what 
were our successes during 2012?  
 
In the winter of 2011-2012, during a 
period of about 6 weeks, Greening 
Chineham carried out over 40 thermal 
imaging surveys helping residents to 
identify how they could reduce heat 
loss and save energy. During 2012 as 
a consequence of the work done by 
Greening Chineham many residents 
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took advantage of free 
insulation offered by Insulate 
Hampshire. All across Chineham 
cavity walls and lofts have been 
insulated. In two events held at 
Four Lanes schools car park the 
Greening Chineham team with 
Insulate Hampshire gave away 
over 1000 rolls of loft insulation 
material.  
 
During 2012 we have lent energy 
monitors to residents to help them 
identify how much electricity different 
appliances use and to show how to 
reduce energy costs on the home. In 
May we held a successful information 
event with the aim of encouraging 
residents to save water, save energy 
and save money. There were more 
than 100 visitors to this event. This 
event was probably a success because 
drought was mentioned in every daily 
newspaper and nightly on national 
radio and television news and we were 
all about to have a water meter 
installed.  
 
The November event ‘Reduce, Reuse 
and Recycle’ could not be classed as 
successful because fewer than 25 
members of the community turned up 
to listen to our speaker and to visit the 
various stalls. Those that visited were 
interested in what we had to offer but 
clearly for the community at large this 
event did not ignite any interest. It 
seems that we had picked a topic that 
was not important to the community. 
After all, many of us automatically 
reduce, reuse and recycle all the time 
so what more could be learnt? In fact 
this is one area where most of us 
could easily do a little more and make 
a real difference to the environment. 

For example if we all refused to 
take the plastic carrier bags 
offered freely by every store we 
would reduce waste instantly.  
 
This seems like a good time to 
remind everyone of the main aim 
of the Greening Chineham 
campaign which is to work with 

the community towards a greener 
Chineham by saving energy, saving 
water, reducing carbon emissions and 
as a result SAVE MONEY!  
 
If you still need to get your house 
i n s u l a t e d  g o  t o 
www.insulatehampshire.co.uk for 
information. If you would like to borrow 
an electricity meter or arrange to have 
a thermal image survey email to 
greeningchineham@hotmail.co.uk. The 
government is bringing in the ‘green 
deal’ this year, to find out what this 
could mean for you go to https://
www.gov.uk/green-deal-energy-saving-
measures. To join our committee and 
help move the campaign forward or to 
find out more about the greening 
campaign email to the address above. 
 
Finally Greening Chineham wishes 
everyone a very happy and energy 
saving New Year. 
 
Sue Juon 
 
 

Conservation Volunteers 
The next work party is on Saturday 26 
January, 10am to 1pm. We will carry 
out coppicing in Great Sorrel’s Copse. 
 
For more information please contact 
Ann Henty on Ann.Henty@serco.com. 
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News From The Beat 
Crime Update: by PC Jim Charlton   
November and December were 
relatively uneventful in terms of crime 
in the parish. Two main thing of note 
were the thefts of two bikes; a very 
expensive Trek racing bike from inside 
of a garage in Rockbourne Road in 
Sherfield Park, and a pink mountain 
bike from outside of Four Lanes 
School.  
 
Bearing this in mind, with Christmas 
just behind us and many new bikes in 
the area, I thought it worth reminding 
people about cycle security; 
 
* Keep a written record of the make, 
model, and frame number of your 
bike, along with notes of any additions 
and alterations you have made. The 
frame number is normally found 
stamped underneath the bottom 
bracket (the tube the pedal cranks 
attach through). 
 
* Property mark it and any expensive 
equipment fitted to it with Smartwater 
or other marking product. 
 
* If possible, store your bike inside a 
shed or garage and secure it to 
something that it is immovable using a 
good quality device. 
 
* Never leave your bike unattended at 
any time, no matter how short the 
period you intend to leave it. It takes 
seconds to steal them. Carry a good 
quality lock with you and chain it 
through at least one part of the 
‘closed’ frame to a fixed object. If you 
forget your lock, take a wheel with you. 
 
Winter Driving: Now that we are in 
what is usually the very coldest part of 

the winter, I thought I’d take the 
opportunity to remind you of some of 
the key points in the Highway Code 
about driving in adverse weather 
conditions; 
 
* Stay aware of the weather forecast 
and try not to travel by car when snow 
is forecast. If you must, allow yourself 
plenty of time and take great care. 
 
* When going on a long journey or 
using a route you have not taken 
before, check the traffic news and 
weather forecast and plan it carefully 
to avoid high risk areas.  
 
* Always carry an ‘emergency kit’ in 
your vehicle which includes; de-icer, 
ice-scraper, torch, warm clothing, 
boots or other sturdy footwear, torch, 
warm clothing, a basic 1st aid kit, jump
-leads and a shovel, and emergency 
food in case you get stuck or break 
down. Also consider purchasing snows 
chains and carry them with you. 
 
* Leave earlier for work or wherever 
you are travelling to. And give yourself 
time to ‘prepare’ your vehicle. 
 
* Before you start your journey, make 
sure you can see completely by 
clearing frost and snow from all your 
windows and de-mist windscreens and 
mirrors. You must also ensure your 
lights and number plates can be seen. 
You should also clear enough snow 
from your vehicle so that it does not 
fall into the path of others. Not doing 
any of these things means you commit 
traffic offences. 
 
* In dry conditions you should always 
leave at least a two second gap 
between you and the vehicle in front. 
In wet/icy conditions this gap should 



 

 

be extended to at least 4 seconds, as 
stopping distances will increase 
dramatically. Leaving a bigger gap will 
also provide you with a better view of 
the road allowing you to plan ahead. 
Additionally it will also give you a safety 
margin if you loose control of your 
vehicle. 
 
* Always drive with care, even on 
treated roads. Be prepared for road 
conditions to change over short 
distances. 
 
* Drive smoothly in snow/ice 
conditions. Avoid sudden movements, 
and drive at a slower speed in as high 
a gear as possible, and accelerate and 
brake gently. Also, brake before 
turning, then navigate the bend 
completely, before accelerating gently 
away. 
 
* Drive on the part of the roads where 
there is most grip. Do not stray onto 
untreated sections just to overtake 
and take that all precious second or 
two off of your journey. 
 
* And finally, be patient! Accept that 
you and everybody needs to drive 
more slowly. There is nothing more 
important than the safety of yourself 
and others. As they say, “it is better to 
arrive late than not at all”. 
 
PC Jim Charlton 21015 and PCSO 
Richard Strauss 14735 
 
Tel: 101 (or request to leave a 
message using our collar numbers). 
james.charlton@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
richard.strauss@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
Beat surgeries on the 1st Wednesday 
of every month in Costa Coffee in 
Chineham at 16:30-17:30 
 

Crimestoppers 
If something appears to be too good 
an offer, then it probably is! If you go to 
a car boot sale, or are offered 
something in a pub or on a street 
corner, that really does seem out of 
place or is ridiculously cheap, please 
consider that it may be stolen.   
 
This goes for internet auction sites too. 
Whilst they can be really useful for 
finding a particular item and often at a 
bargain price, a number of stolen 
items are also disposed of in this way. 
 
Remember, if you buy stolen goods, 
the only person that gains is the 
vendor. The property is still owned by 
the person who had it stolen, not by 
you just because you have paid cash 
for it, and there are no cash refunds 
when the property is returned to its 
rightful owner. 
 
If you are found with stolen property, 
not only will it be seized but you may 
be charged with handling stolen 
goods, and it would be for you to prove 
to a Court that you had acted in good 
faith. However, paying ‘a few quid’ for 
a brand new boxed computer out the 
back of a van may need some creative 
explaining to justify how you thought it 
could be a genuine transaction!  
 
Remember – if you have information 
about any crime, please do not 
hesitate to give Crimestoppers a call 
on 0800 555 111 or log on to 
www.mostwanted-uk.org when you can 
also give information anonymously. If 
you are tweeting, please follow me 
@HantsCrimestopp 
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Chineham Parish Council 
Parish Councillors and staff would like 
to take this opportunity to wish all 
residents a Happy New Year. The 
dates for Parish Council meetings in 
2013 are as follows: 
January 14                                        February 11 
March 11                  April 8 
May 13                      June 10 
July 8                                                             August (TBC) 
September 9            October 14 
November 11           December 9 
 
Meetings start at 7.45pm in the 
Community Rooms at Chineham 
Village Hall (the public session will 
start at 7.50pm). Agendas are 
available on the noticeboards & on the 
website three clear days before the 
meetings.  
 
Razor’s Farm Public Meeting 
Tuesday 8 January 
An outline planning application 
(BDB/77341) for a residential 
development of up to 425 dwellings at 
Razor’s Farm, Cufaude Lane has been 
submitted by Croudace to Basingstoke 
& Deane Borough Council. 
The Parish Council are facilitating a 
public meeting on Tuesday 8 January  
at 7.30pmin Christ Church (in the  
Wesley Hal l ) ,  Reading Road, 
Chineham, RG24 8LT. 
 
Website: The Parish Council has a new 
website and this can be viewed at 
www.chineham.gov.uk. Please do have 
a look as it contains details of all the 
Parish Council Committees and 
Meet ings,  a long wi th  usefu l 
information, including a list of Groups/
Clubs in the “About Chineham” 
section. If you previously had details of 
your Group/Club on our old site, these 

have been transferred across, but 
please could you check that the 
details (in particular the contact 
details) are up to date. Your input on 
this website is warmly welcomed. We 
are particularly keen to receive ideas 
on what other information and 
facilities would be useful and to 
include some more photos of 
Chineham on the website. If any 
amendments on Group/Club details 
are required or if you have any 
suggestions or photos please let the 
Clerk or Assistant Clerk know on the 
contact details below.   
 
The Parish Council is here to help the 
residents of Chineham, so if there is a 
Chineham issue you are concerned 
about, please feel free to contact the 
Clerk, Sally Jackson on 01256 
4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 
c lerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 
Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 
0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 
assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 
during office hours only please. 
 
 

Abacus Nursery School 
Having had a very busy term at Abacus 
in the led up to Christmas we would 
like to start the year by thanking all of 
our parents and children for such a 
fun packed term. With our trip to 
Finkley Down farm, French lessons, 
leaf walks and our fantastic nativity 
play and Christmas party, it was a very 
busy term. We know this year will be 
just as much fun and as busy, so we 
would like to wish all our families and 
everyone a very Happy New Year. 
 
Jo Robson 
01256 470402 
http://www.abacusnurseryschool.co.uk/  
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More Building Proposed 
The anticipated application for 
development at Razor's Farm has – 
somewhat belatedly - been submitted 
by Croudace. It has been given the 
number BDB/77341. It is for ‘Outline 
application to include access for 
residential development comprising up 
to 425 dwellings (including up to 40% 
affordable homes), public open space, 
associated landscaping, infrastructure 
and the formation of two new vehicular 
accesses from Crockford Lane’. 
 
Sandra Tapping 

 
 

Where to Comment 
The Razors Farm application is now on 
the Basingstoke and Deane website 
http://planning.basingstoke.gov.uk/
D C O n l i n e 2 / A c o l N e t C G I . d c g o v ?
ACTION=UNWRAP&RIPNAME=Root.Pg
eResultDetail&TheSystemkey=128838. 
 
It states that the earliest decision date 
would be 4 January 2013, so 
comments need to be sent in soon. 
(No doubt  Croudace submitted now 
rather than the planned October in 
order to reduce the number of 
objections!). Chineham Parish Council 
have advised they will hold a meeting 
but it doesn't give them much time to 
organise one.  Their next general 
meeting is on Monday 10 December.  
 
Further information can be found 
at Spotlight on Chineham http://
www. facebook .com/Ch ineham?
ref=stream and Stand against Razors 
Farm http://www.facebook.com/
groups/StandAgainstRF/ ,  the e 
p e t i t i o n  s i t e  h t t p : / /
w w w . i p e t i t i o n s . c o m / p e t i t i o n /

sarf/   and the Chineham Parish 
website http://www.chineham.gov.uk/
_ C o r e C o n t e n t / N e w s /
N e w s D i s p l a y . a s p x ?
sId=163&pId=3375&Id=26 
 
In addition to sending comments to 
the Borough Council Planning Dept 
(online form from the link at the 
beginning of this article) you could also 
contact the members of the Council 
planning committee. Email links to 
m e m b e r s  a r e  a t  h t t p : / /
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/browse/
council-and-democracy/councillors-
d e m o c r a c y - a n d - e l e c t i o n s /
c o m m i t t e e m e e t i n g s . h t m ?
mode=committee&committeeid=5.   
 
Also Chineham Parish Council  
p l a n n i n g  c o m m i t t e e  v i a  
assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk; 
our borough councillors (page 
18,19); our Hants County  Councillor 
and  ou r  MP Mar ia  M i l l e r 
maria.miller.m.@parliament.uk. 
 
 

SARF Petition 
I would like to draw your attention to 
the activities of a local action group 
called Stand Against Razor’s Farm 
(“SARF”) which has been started by 
some local residents to oppose to the 
development of Razor’s Farm. An 
online petition and Facebook page 
have been set up for interested parties 
to sign and join, in order to voice their 
opposition. 
 
Just visit http://www.facebook.com/
groups/StandAgainstRF/  and http://
www.ipetitions.com/petition/sarf/ to 
register your opinions. 
  
Nick Bywater 
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Children’s Chat 
By Mikhal Suajani, Erin Quinlan, Harriet Fennell,  

Emily Bomphrey and Niamh Vaughan 
(kids@chinehamchat.com) 

Jokes!  We hope they make you laugh a lot! 
 
What do naughty eggs do? 
Play practical yolks! 
 
Why did the bald man go outside? 
To get some fresh hair! 
 
Why did the potatoes argue? 
They couldn't see eye to eye! 
 
 
 
 
   
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

New Year word search 

R Q B T R A T S R S X P O E S 
E C B A W O Q S A K E S C Z D 
I D H Y R R U G E P S L N E B 
L G L W T G T C Y O W A A E O 
M C I X D M A R V X W L W S W 
P K H E P E A I Y R C C Q A X 
E F K U U P M W N S N T D B M 
H O X Z C N D C L S L J O H R 
S F H C S Y L D H C F A Y M Y 
R E S O L U T I O N S N A Z E 
O D Z N U Z E C V R F U T S M 
U N D G L X F H T R E A D Q L 
V T I D Y E B E E Y H R K U U 
Y A H J H X I S C W K Y E X Z 
P C W C L D H H F J Y D A J Y 

BARGAINS DIET FRESH 

JANUARY NEW RESOLUTIONS 

SALES START TIDY 

YEAR   
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Borough Councillor  
Martin Biermann 

Well, it has finally arrived! An outline 
planning application to build up to 425 
houses on Razor’s Farm has been 
submitted and registered by the borough 
council. The reference number is 
BBB/77341 and details can be found 
(by those able to) on the borough's 
website. The parish council will be 
hosting a public meeting on Tuesday 8th 
January 2013 starting 19:30 at Christ 
Church and you are urged to keep an 
eye on parish notice boards and the 
parish council website for any updates. 
 

I hope when you read this you will have 
enjoyed a pleasant and restful Festive 
Season. May I wish you a good year 
ahead. 
 

New Year's resolutions cross one's mind 
at this time of year. I cannot help but 
think of some I would like to see 
adopted around our community: 
Adult cyclists not riding on pavements. 
Cyclists not riding without lights at night. 
Cyclists signalling their intentions. 
Motorists not parking on pavements. 
Motorists signalling when turning, 
including roundabouts.  
The county council dealing properly with 
flood areas. 
The county council dealing more 
promptly with street lighting problems. 
The county council allowing installation 
of zebra crossings.  
Greater use of our many litter bins 
 

Yes, I have quite a few resolutions for 
myself, but space wouldn't permit me to 
list them all…! 
 

Happy New Year. 
 

Martin Biermann 
Tel: 01256 352434 
cllr.m.biermann@basingstoke.gov.uk 
www.spotlightonchineham.co.uk 

County & Borough 
Councillor Elaine Still 

At the time of writing this article I can 
tell you that Croudace Homes have 
submitted an outline planning 
application to the Borough Council to 
build 425 dwellings on Razors Farm.    
 
The application is now going through 
the validation process and once this 
application has been made valid the 
usua l  con su l ta t i on s  w i l l  be 
sent. Please keep a look out on the 
Chineham Parish Council website for 
further information. 
 
The application number for this 
proposed development site is 
BDB/77341. This site boarders on 
and is accessed from the Hampshire 
International Business Park and my 
own personal view is that I 
don’t  consider this site suitable for 
housing as it is hemmed in by 
industrial sites and the railway line.  It 
was always my understanding this site 
would be used for the expansion of the 
business park and indeed a good 
location for the proposed railway 
station and associated parking. 
  
I wish you all a  Very  Happy New Year 
 

Elaine Still 
Tel: 01256 880926             
Mobile: 07747 862913 
cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk   



 

 

Borough Councillor  
Paul Miller 

By the time you read this we should have 
completed our Christmas and New Year 
Festivities and anticipate the year ahead. 
As I write, we have just been notified that 
Croudace has registered the outline 
planning application with BDBC Planning 
Department for the Razors Farm 
development, BDB/77341, for 425 
dwellings. While technically not in the 
Chineham Ward boundary, this is an 
effective extension to Taylors Farm to the 
western side of the Reading railway line/
Cufaude Lane and will impact Chineham 
with more through traffic and increasing 
demand on our stretched community 
services. I would ask those residents 
interested in supporting the arguments 
that we are putting forward to improve the 
associated infrastructure necessary to 
support this, and other projected 
expansion of development in this area, to 
monitor the new-style Chineham Parish 
Council website www.chineham.gov.uk. 
Notification of any public/Parish meetings 
on Razors Farm will be announced on the 
website. 
 
As long range weather forecasting is 
notoriously unreliable these days, I cannot 
anticipate what the weather is as you read 
this. If there are extreme conditions, 
please assist those more vulnerable in our 
community and once again, do not hesitate 
to contact me in the event that you are not 
able to render assistance or that additional 
help is required. 
 
Have a Happy and Successful New Year in 
2013! 
 
Paul Miller 
Tel: 01256 467400 
Mobile: 07777 659022 
cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  
 
 
 

Language School Activities 
Bonne Année!  ¡Feliz Año Nuevo!  
Frohes neues Jahr!  Xïn nián kuài lè!  
Buon Anno!  …However you choose to 
say it, we wish you well! 
 

As the new year begins, we’d like to 
inform readers that the new term at 
Linguatastic starts week commencing 
Monday 7 January. Our usual pre-
school French and Spanish classes will 
be running, as will the French, 
Spanish, Italian and Mandarin after-
school clubs for primary school aged 
children.  Not forgetting of course, the 
French for secondary school pupils on 
Thursday afternoons and the French 
for adults on Wednesday evenings.  
This term, we shall also be starting a 
new beginners Spanish class for 
adults. It will be meeting on Tuesday 
evenings, 7.30-8.30pm at Four Lanes 
Community Centre, Hanmore Road, 
Chineham. Places are limited, so 
please contact Linguatastic if you are 
interested in joining.   
 

And finally, we are considering running 
an after-school German club. We do 
currently already run a German club, 
but it is targeted at children being 
brought up bilingually (English-
German). This new club would be for 
children wanting to learn German as a 
foreign language, so please do get in 
touch if you might be interested. 
 

For further information on any of 
Linguatastic’s classes, please visit 
w w w . l i n g u a t a s t i c . c o m ,  e - m a i l 
info@linguatastic.com or telephone 
01256 811100. If you are on 
Facebook, you can also keep up to 
date with our activities by joining our 
Facebook group (“Linguatastic”). 
 

Fiona Biermann 
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Good Companions Club 
Every third Tuesday of the month a 
group of seniors get together in the 
Community Room at Four Lanes 
School for tea & cake and a varied 
programme of speakers and activities. 
 
It’s a chance to chat, enjoy visiting 
speakers and exchange viewpoints (of 
which there are plenty!).  Why not join 
us there from 1.30pm.   
 
So sorry you’ve missed our Christmas 
celebration, but in January we have 
Jim Charlton our local Community 
Policeman with us and you can bring 
your questions along as well as 
listening to what he has to say.  
 
In February we hope to have a lunch 
outing.  
 
You can find out more information if 
you ring Tracey Neilson at Four Lanes 
on 810499. By the way, we call 
ourselves the “Good Companions”.  
Why not come along and start the New 
Year with us. We’ll be pleased to see 
you. 
 
Delia Gilham 
 
 

Indoor Bowls 
Have you ever thought of having a go 
at indoor bowls? Then why not give it a 
go at Loddon Vale Indoor Bowling Club 
at Basingstoke Leisure Park, Churchill 
Way West, Basingstoke, Hampshire 
RG22 6PG. 
                  
This is an opportunity to enjoy some 
light healthy indoor exercise for all 
ages and all disabilities' and meet new 
friends. We are a non profit making 

club offering comfortable air-
c o n d i t i o n e d  p r e m i s e s  w i t h 
restaurant and bar.  Open from 10am 
to 10.30pm every day (with 
exceptions). 
 
E-mail info@loddonvaleibc.co.uk or tel 
0 1 2 5 6  3 2 3 2 9 1  f o r  f u r t h e r 
information. 
 
We look forward to seeing you. 
 
Brian Davies 
 
 

Probus Club  
At their last evening meeting of 2012 
members of the Probus Club of 
Basingstoke enjoyed the company of 
retired RAF Squadron Leader Chris 
Perkins, who gave an illustrated talk 
about his civilian role with the Queen’s 
Helicopter Flight. 
 
Chris Perkins is one of four Helicopter 
Landing Site Officers, responsible for 
the planning, surveying and recording 
helicopter landing sites around the 
country for various Royal Household 
visits.  
 
The Probus Club of Basingstoke are 
always interested to hear from 
potential members who are initially 
encouraged to visit their web site, 
www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com ,for 
more information. Alternatively you 
can contact their secretary Bryan 
H a r v e y  b y  e m a i l , 
bryanharvey@talktalk.net, or phone 
(01256) 321473 for an informal 
discussion. 
 
Paul Flint 
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A Community of 
Peacemakers 

Following on from the Christmas 
message where we considered ‘The 
Peace Bringer’, I thought that as we 
enter a New Year it would be 
applicable to develop this theme 
further, and imagine how everyone 
could contribute towards the art of 
becoming a peacemaker.   
 
I have always loved living in Chineham 
and after twenty-six years that’s pretty 
good, I think! I have lovely neighbours 
and always enjoy interaction with 
them. I have been rescued when 
cutting down tall branches, exchanged 
plants for the garden, been warned of 
a dripping pipe, had wonderful 
Christmas evenings, played ‘Settlers’ 
together, had fun at the gym and 
shared some sad and also many 
happy experiences. I am so grateful for 
my neighbours and feel privileged to 
live in such a peaceful area. 
 
In thinking of the New Year I 
remembered one occasion when the 
‘Peace Bringer’ was teaching about 
peace. He commends people who are 
the peacemakers. I am sure we all 
know of people who can bring peace 
into disturbed situations, who 
dissipate aggression and who can 
bring calm order into whatever they 
are involved with. How amazing it 
would be if there could be an increase 
in this attribute as we begin this year 
of 2013! It doesn’t come easy at 
times, but the biblical encouragement 
is to ‘make every effort to live in peace 
with everyone’. This is both challenging 
and also very rewarding. 
 
I was at the Anvil recently to enjoy the 

Basingstoke Choral Society, various 
soloists and a baroque orchestra 
presenting Handel’s Messiah. There 
was a long ovation of appreciation at 
the end as it was very well performed.  
The music and the words are superb 
and one of the names given to the 
Messiah and referred to in this 
masterly work is the ‘Prince of Peace’.  
For thousands of years this has been 
mentioned as one of His names as it 
describes an extraordinary part of his 
character.  
 
Many people even now, find that the 
Messiah’s peace can be passed on 
and can reach into situations and 
circumstances to create real peace 
where there has been strife and 
aggression. Peacemakers can help 
bring unity, assist in the healing of 
relationships, encourage forgiveness 
and set the tone for people to live in 
harmony and peace in healthy 
communities. 
 
May we all find peace in this New Year! 
 
Hazel Marchment  
East Basingstoke Community Church. 

 
 

Christ & Community 
Church Activities 

Welcome to Christ Church Chineham! 
  
We have two services each Sunday 
morning – why not come along and 
join us? We would be delighted to 
welcome you! Our 9am service tends 
to be quiet and reflective and more 
traditional in style – it lasts for one 
hour. We then have a second service 
at 10.30am during which we have 
guitars and drums in our worship 
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band, with separate groups for 
children and young people of all ages 
from 0 to 18+.  There is no charge.  In 
January we will be looking at sharing 
our faith, concentrating on the book of 
Colossians the Bible. For details of 
each week’s readings do take a look at 
www.christchurchchinheham.org.uk.  
 
Each Sunday evening during term time 
t h e  e d g e ;  C h i n e h a m  y o u t h 
congregation meets at Christ 
Church.  This is aimed at young people 
from year 7 upwards – different age 
groups meet at different times from 
6pm onwards. 
  
Our Prayer Room is open while the 
building is open. Everyone is welcome 
to come and sit quietly in prayer and 
reflection. On the subject of prayer, if 
you have any prayer requests please 
let us know and we will pray for you. 
Our next prayer meeting will be on 
Monday 28 January from 8-9pm - all 
are welcome as we pray for our 
community and our world. 
  
There is no Kids’ Club in January – the 
next Club will be on Saturday 2 
February so if you are at primary 
school do come along and join us. 
Further details next month! 
  
TGIF Youth Club – young people from 
year 6 upwards are invited every Friday 
during term time from 8-9.30pm for 
our usual youth activities plus an extra 
activity each month e.g. pizza making, 
Wii competition.  The entrance fee is 
£1  each – do bring some extra cash 
for tuck and bring a friend too!    
  
Coffee and Co, our morning cafe, 
opens every Monday from 9.30-

11.30am for coffee/tea and delicious 
cakes during term time. Everyone 
welcome! There are toys for the 
children and opportunities to meet 
new people, as well as fairly traded 
goods, books and cards on sale. 
  
CCBBies – every Thursday during term 
time from 10-11.30am pre-school 
children and their parents/carers are 
invited to join us as we learn about 
Jesus with stories, songs and 
c r a f t s .  T h e r e  a r e  t o y s  a n d 
refreshments; no charge!   
  
Our next Messy Church will be on 
Monday 14 January. Refreshments 
and games from 3.45pm, activities 
from 4.15pm, supper from 5.15pm, 
hometime 5.45pm. Families are 
invited to join us for Messy crafts and 
activities.  Please note that parents/
carers are required to stay with their 
children. No charge, although 
donations towards the cost of the food 
are always welcome! If you have any 
special dietary needs please let us 
know in advance.   
  
A men’s breakfast is planned for 
S a t u r d a y  2 6  J a n u a r y   a t 
9.30am.  Martin will be coming to talk 
to us about his previous role in the 
RAF (including some “near miss” 
stories!) and his journey of faith as he 
became a church minister. A full 
English breakfast along with toast and 
cereal will be on offer – tickets cost £5 
per person and are available from 
Ruth in the office.   
 
We are planning an African Workshop 
over the weekend of 19/20 January 
which will include music and food – 
Rob, who is a missionary who has 
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worked in Benin and Mali, will be 
joining us. For details of this exciting 
event please take a look at  
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk, on 
Facebook (search for Christ Church 
C h i n e h a m )  o r  o n  T w i t t e r 
@discover2013. Alternatively please 
contact Ruth in the office – contact 
details below. 
  
We have a range of rooms that you 
can hire out on a one-off or regular 
basis. Perhaps you are looking for 
somewhere to host a party or a special 
celebration meal?  Or maybe you run a 
group that is looking for a venue.  Our 
prices start from £7.25 per hour – that 
rate includes use of the nearby 
kitchen/snack bar and fairly traded 
tea, coffee and sugar are provided, as 
well as squash for any children. A 
range of groups hire rooms on a 
regular basis including Slimming 
World, Health Visitors, Brownies and 
U3A groups such as History and Film 
Studies. For details of current 
activities and room hire details take a 
look at our website or contact Ruth in 
the office.  
  
Thank you to everyone who continues 
to bring in items for our various charity 
appeals – as well as collecting used 
stamps and postcards, the tops from 
supermarket milk bottles, spectacles, 
food (e.g. snack pots, tins, tea, coffee, 
breakfast cereals) for the Camrose 
Day Centre, and bedding for May 
Place, the hostel for the homeless in 
Basingtoke town centre, ladies’ shoes 
and clothing for a “safe house”, we are 
also currently collecting socks (new 
and used, particularly men's socks) for 
May Place. You can drop your 
donations of bedding and socks into 
the Church office, or take them directly 

to May Place. We also collect used 
inkjet cartridges so if you have any you 
would like to donate we would be 
delighted to receive them.    
  
For details about any of our services or 
activities please contact Ruth in the 
office (Christ Church, Reading Road, 
RG24 8LT; telephone 01256 474280; 
admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk) 
or take a look at our website 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk. 
Also, you can find us on Facebook and 
Twitter @discover2013 

Community Church: You will find us at 
our regular home of Four Lanes Junior 
School. We are a relaxed group of 
about 80 people across the age 
ranges, who meet to worship God in a 
lively and contemporary way. You will 
find that we place a high value on the 
contribution of each person and love 
to make room for the variety of who 
each person is when we gather. We 
have many young people, who 
contribute a lot to our shared 
community. To find us come to Four 
Lanes Junior School for 10am on 
Sunday or check out the web site at 
www.bccnet.org.uk/east. You are 
welcome to visit us anytime or to find 
out more online. If you have a 
particular prayer request then you can 
send us a message via the website 
and we will pray for your situation. 
Alternatively you can make contact via 
our office on 01256 316000 and ask 
for Phil Norris.  
 
Ruth Randall 
 
 
Did You Know: The UK currently 
recycles approx. 24% of plastic while 
Germany recycles 44%. 
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Broadband 
Some Chineham residents have seen 
their broadband speeds significantly 
upgraded in the past 18 months. This 
is due to BT Openreach providing 
FTTC, often referred to as BT Infinity, 
this effectively reduces the distance 
between the green cabinet on the 
roadside and the telephone exchange 
in town by installing a mini-exchange 
in a slightly taller and newer green 
cabinet (DSLAM) next to each older 
green cabinet (PCP). This can increase 
broadband speeds from 1-2 Mbps to 
40-80Mbps depending on the distance 
from the green cabinets. This is highly 
beneficial for when several members 
of the household are all trying to use 
the internet at the same time and 
greatly improves the experience for 
watching iPlayer or other streaming 
such as Lovefilm, BT Vision or 
downloading to set-top-boxes. 
 
The PCP cabinet for residents living off 
Reading Road (north culdesac) and off 
Thornhill Way (between Reading Road 
and Tollway) is on Reading Road next 
to the playing fields (there are actually 
two PCPs due to the number of homes 
served by this particular site). This site 
serves the postcodes ending 
8EU,8EX,8EZ,8LF,8LL,8LN,8LP,8LZ,8R
A,8RB,8RD,8RE,8RF,8RG,8RH,8RJ,8R
L,8RN,8RS,8RW,8XJ,8XT,8YA. 
 
The new DSLAM cabinet for this site is 
on the opposite side of the road. This 
was installed in June 2011 - yes 18 
months ago - however BT Openreach 
have yet to put this cabinet into 
service (and provide the faster 
broadband service for these residents) 
because they are currently unable to 
connect a power supply to the unit. 

I have been in touch with BT 
Openreach since March this year to 
establish what the delay is. The pole 
from which they planned to take power 
is located in a private garden and they 
haven't been able to acquire 
permission to perform groundworks in 
that garden, to connect the pole to the 
cabinet. As of the end of November 
they are working with SSE to find an 
alternatives, such as to place a pole in 
another residents garden (outline 
approval already gained) and then 
excavate to the cabinet, subject to 
council highways planning approval. 
 

You might be aware that you can 
check when your line is due to receive 
FTTC based on phone number or post-
code. Be aware that the dates 
reported are sometimes just an end-of-
quarter holding date for when there is 
nothing actually scheduled. 
 

In the meantime we are in a better 
position than those residents at the 
other end of Thornhill Way who have 
been told by BT that they will not be 
receiving the FTTC upgrades for 
financial reasons. However for those 
households there is some light at the 
end of their fibre-optic tunnel however 
due to a local company HiWiFi  who 
provide a wireless broadband service 
from around £25 month with speeds 
between 4Mbps and 16Mbps. A 
number of residents are now using this 
service which covers both sides of 
Thornhill Way from Hanmore Road to 
the skatepark and also Petty's Brook 
R o a d  ( d e t a i l s  a t  h t t p : / /
www.hiwifi.co.uk/coverage.html). For 
information I'm not connected to 
HiWiFi nor in a street that has 
coverage. 
 

Colin Johnson 
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Please Don’t Buy an 
Electric Car 

Café Scientifique is a place where, for 
the price of a cup of coffee or a glass of 
wine, anyone can come to explore the 
latest ideas in science and technology.  
The free monthly events begin on 
Monday 28 January and will have the 
Lobby Bar of the Central Studio Theatre 
at Queen Marys College as its home. 
 
Monday 28 January sees Professor 
Averil Macdonald, from Reading 
University and Professor Alun Vaughan 
from Southampton University lead a 
discussion on “the problems no one 
tells you about if everyone changed to 
an electric car”.  The bar at the Central 
Studio will be open before the talk starts 
at 7.30pm, so you can get yourself a 
drink and have a chat with other 
participants.  The discussions will aim to  
finish around 9.00pm, though everyone 
will be welcome to stay around and 
have a chat with the speakers 
 
Details of future Café Scientifique talks 
in Basingstoke and surrounding areas 
are in the events diary on the website at   
www.cafesci-basingstoke.org.uk. The 
format of the evening is usually a talk of 
30 to 40 minutes, followed by a short 
break so the audience can refill their 
glasses, before questions and 
discussions about the talk.  
 
Further information from Bob Clifford   
on 01256 400678  or  07811 289586       
or bob_clifford@email.com. 
 
Bob Clifford 

 
 

Four Lanes Junior School 
The whole school was extremely busy 

with the lead up to Christmas. All 
children took part in fantastic year 
group Christmas assemblies. Year 
three based theirs on ‘The Grinch’; 
year four incorporated samba in their 
highly musical assembly; year five 
children sang a range of songs with 
musical accompaniment (including 
recorders, violin, cello, drums and 
guitar) and year six took part in a 
talent show and performed some 
highly festive songs which got us all in 
the mood for Christmas! 
 
The school’s Christmas tree looked as 
fantastic as ever, with a range of 
decorations made by children from 
across the school.  Our annual carol 
service with the Infant School was a 
huge success with fantastically loud 
singing and wonderful music played by 
children from the Juniors! 
 
All of the children are looking forward 
to 2013 and the many exciting 
challenges it will bring. Year 5 are 
particularly excited about going for 
their swimming lessons every Monday 
at Queen Mary’s College.   
 
Thank you to everyone who has kindly 
donated complete board games, lego 
and card games such as ‘Top Trumps’ 
for our lunchtimes. If you have any you 
would like to donate, please leave 
them with the school office.  Thank you 
in advance. 
 
All of the children and staff at Four 
Lanes Junior School hope all of the 
Chineham Chat readers had an 
excellent Christmas and wish everyone 
the very best for the new year. 
 
By Mikhal Saujani, Erin Quinlan, 
Harriet Fennell, Emily Bomphrey and 
Niamh Vaughan. 



 

 

Nature Notes      
Soon after I had written the last nature 
notes, I was driving along Thornhill 
Way and slowed at the mini-
roundabout to look right. The morning 
sun was shining through the trees and 
it looked as if the whole of Reading 
Road was a golden tunnel. It was such 
a simple thing, but, it raised my spirits 
on a difficult day. 
 
With Winter approaching, I have been 
placing extra food out for the 
hedgehogs. The dish is now kept at the 
front under a broken plant pot and 
filled during the day, so I don't have 
another accident. One evening I 
remembered that I hadn't fed them, 
so, collected a handful of dry biscuits, 
climbed carefully down the step and 
pulled back the top of the pot to allow 
access to the dish underneath. With 
the other hand I dropped down the dry 
food and received a series of sharp 
pains across the back of my hand. The 
cover was hiding the fact that there 
was a hedgehog enjoying the meal. It 
must be one that is used to me piling 
food on top, because it continued to 
consume its meal. Despite loving to 
see these animals, I now make sure all 
feeding is completed before dark. The 
hedgehog sanctuary on the coast told 
me that they had received lots of 
underweight hogs earlier than usual, 
so keep a watchful eye if you are out at 
night. 
 
I purchased a new feeder, so that the 
birds will be used to it by Spring. The 
old tree, on which they perch, will then 
be removed. This smart outfit has 
accessories for different birds and 
should be too high for any cats. The 
Robin eats happily whilst I am working 

beneath it, although the Bluetits wait 
until I return inside. I was fascinated 
when the Starlings first attempted to 
land. Unlike the tree, the pole was 
swinging violently but stayed upright. 
The only drawback is that I require a 
stepstool when I need to refill the 
dishes. 
 
Once the shortest day, 21 December, 
is passed, I shall start on a grand snail 
hunt when I turn over all stones and 
check behind the containers. Perhaps I 
should do a count as I paint their 
shells to identify foolhardy snails who 
return. I can hear you muttering about 
little things.....well, at the same time, I 
can be planning the new flower beds. 
Knowing my luck, the snow will 
descend. Perhaps I shall bring forward 
that hunt. 
 
Here's to a Good New Year.     
 
Please keep sending your sightings to 
ginny.wright2@btinternet.com or 
479562. 
   
Ginny Wright    
 

Badminton 
Aldworth Badminton Club are looking 
for new members. Players should 
have some experience as we do not 
have coaching. We meet every 
Thursday at Aldworth Community 
College from 7pm till 8.30pm and 
have a wide age range. We meet in the 
Aldworth Bar afterwards, and also 
have social functions occasionally.  
  
Contact Brian Davies on 323291 or 
Dave Allingham on 328427. 
 

Dave Allingham         
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Four Lanes Community 
Centre 

Taster Session Hooping Dancercise: 
A beginner’s course offering a fun and 
exciting way to get fit. Places limited so 
early booking is recommended.  
Following on from the taster session a 
10 week course will start. Monday 7 
January 6.45pm – 7.45pm. Cost 
£5.00 for the taster session £40.00 
for the 10 week course. 
 

Zumba: A popular fitness program 
inspired by Latin dance. Places limited 
so early booking is recommended. 
Starts Monday 7 January, 7.00pm to 
8.00pm. Cost £40.00 for 10 weeks. 
 

NCFE Certificate in Maths: This will 
provide a framework for the 
development and assessment of 
numeracy skills, knowledge and 
understanding that will help you to 
function more effectively and 
confidently at work and in society in 
general. Some of the hours will be joint 
in conjunction with your child/children.  
This is a 48 hour course (2 hours per 
week). Start date & time to be 
confirmed. Free to those who do not 
hold a level 2 qualification (GCSE or 
equivalent in Maths & English) 
 
Messy Play: 10 hour course starts 
January, date and time to be 
confirmed. Cost FOC. 
 
Holiday Play Scheme: Open to school 
children aged from 4 to 11 years.  The 
Holiday Play Scheme runs through 
every school holiday. We have 2 
options for session time:- 
Session A 8.30am to 4.00pm – price 
£14.75 
Session B 8.30am to 5.30pm – price 
£18.00 

Fitness Freestyle Yoga (Infant Hall): 
Freestyle Fitness Yoga is a yoga based 
fitness class without the spirituality.  
Starts Monday 7 January 8.10pm to 
9.10pm. £5.00 per week on a pay as 
you go basis. Contact Louise on 
07590 714078 or www.taylored-
fitness-training.co.uk if you have any 
questions. 
 
Pilates: (Community Room at Junior 
School): Starts Tuesday 8 January 
7.00pm to 8.00pm. £5.00 per week 
on a pay as you go basis. 
 
Get My Digital SLR on to Manual: An 
introduction to Digital SLR/Bridge 
Camera photography. Starts Monday 
14 January to 11 February (5 weeks) 
7.00pm to 9.00pm. Cost £45.00. 
 
Intermediate Digital SLR: Starts 
Wednesday 16 January to 13 February 
(5 weeks) 7.00pm to 9.00pm. Cost 
£45.00. 
 
Creative Digital Imaging: This course 
wil l  concentrate on creativity 
encompassing Breaking the Rules, Still 
Life, Colour, Focus & Focus related 
composition and making the best of 
your images. A 5 week course starting 
Tuesday 15 January to 12 February 
7pm to 9.00pm. Cost £45.00. 
 
Post Natal Fitness: A gentle re-
introduction to basic post-natal 
exercise and core repair. Six weeks 
starting Monday 7 January, 10.30am 
to 12.00pm. Cost £30.00. 
 
Virginia Wyatt, Tel: 810499 
www.fourlanescentre.com 
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Royal British Legion Club  
Thank you to all who supported the 
club throughout last year. With the 
events like the Queens Jubilee and the 
Olympics it was a very busy year but 
we did enjoy many social events with 
some very good entertainment.  
  
I must mention the Children's 
Christmas party on the 2nd December. 
We had 75 children who had lots 
of fun dancing and playing games 
organized by the DJ from Aquasound. 
  
On the 8th December we had another 
live music act with Douglas singing Rat 
Pack, RnB and Soul - another great 
night with more nights like this to 
come next year. 
    
January events:  
Saturday 19:  - 80s disco party night. 
Due to high demand the 80's music 
night is back. You will need to book 
tickets early to avoid disappointment 
as we sold out last time. Please see 
full details in and around the club 
nearer the time.  
 
Sporting Events  
As usual, most Sporting events are 
shown in the club bar with bar snacks 
available at weekends.  
 
We have a large function hall available 
for hire as well as our skittle alley.  It 
is an ideal venue for a company team 
building meeting. The hall has a bar 
a n d  f o o d  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n 
request. Contact the club directly for 
more information.  
  
Why not come along and see for 
yourself the facilities our club 
members enjoy. Our club offers a 

friendly atmosphere with regular 
entertainment and discounted bar 
prices. We are always pleased to 
receive new members. If you are 
interested in joining please contact the 
club (Kyle on 01256 465800 or 
0 7 5 1 9  5 0 4 2 3 2  o r 
obrblsocialclub@groups.live.com) or 
visit us the first Thursday evening of 
each month to complete the form and 
join. We look forward to seeing you.  
  
Julie Carver  
Entertainments Committee. 
 
 

The Producers 
BAOS will be presenting The Producers 
at The Haymarket, 19 – 23 March at 
7.30pm, with a Matinee at 2.30pm on 
23 March. 
  
“The Producers” is outrageous, 
hilarious, a teeny bit offensive, off the 
wall and absolutely unmissable. 
Renowned for their superb amateur 
productions, BAOS present this Mel 
Brooks jewel. Come and enjoy an 
evening full of beautiful show girls, 
funny men and tap dancing Nazis! 
With some fabulous songs including 
‘Springtime For Hitler’ and ‘If You’ve 
Got It, Flaunt It’, you’re certainly in for 
an unforgettable evening! 
  
Tickets from £15 available at the Anvil 
Box Office 01256 844244 
  
Carlie Cohen  
 
 
Did You Know: There are about 1,000 
plastic milk and other bottles in a 
recycled plastic park bench. 
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Compassionate Care 
Are you interested in hearing about 
how we ensure our patients are well 
looked after in Hampshire Hospitals? 
 
Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust (HHFT) is holding a Health Focus 
meeting, open to the public and its 
members, on Tuesday 22 January, 
from 2.30pm at the Moose Centre in 
Basingstoke. (RG21 9NA) 
 
The theme of the event will be ‘Focus 
on Compassionate Care’ and will 
include a presentation by the 
Foundation Trust’s Chief Nurse, Donna 
Green.   
 
This is your opportunity to hear how 
HHFT puts high quality patient care at 
the heart of everything we do. 
 
Health Focus events are planned to 
encourage public involvement with 
Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust. They are also an opportunity for 
the local community to meet and ask 
questions of their governors and the 
Foundation Trust’s chairman and chief 
executive.  
 
Governors represent the views of 
Foundation Trust members on the FT 
board of governors and have local 
constituencies. The local governors for 
the North Hampshire and West 
Berkshire constituency, in which this 
Health Focus event is taking place, are 
Tony Green, Alex Abbott, Marie-Louise 
Chandler, Dr Honora Smith and Joy 
Deadman.  
 
All members of the community can 
become members of Hampshire 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust and 
have a say in how your Foundation 

Trust is run, by filling in a simple form 
o n  t h e  w e b s i t e 
www.hampshirehospitals.nhs.uk or by 
picking up a leaflet at one of the three 
hospital sites in Basingstoke, 
Winchester and Andover. You can also 
come along to any meeting and sign 
up on the day. 
 
If you would like to find out more 
about becoming a member of HHFT, or 
information about future meetings, 
s e e  t h e  w e b s i t e 
www.hampshirehospitals.nhs.uk/
membership. 
 
Jane Gordon  
 
 

North Hampshire Downs 
Group of Ramblers  

The Ramblers is Britain's walking 
charity, working to safeguard the 
footpaths, the countryside and other 
places where we go walking, and to 
promote walking for all. The Ramblers 
have groups throughout the country 
and if you join the Ramblers you are 
assigned to a local group, enabling 
you to join us on walks and other 
activities and these details are readily 
available on the group’s website. As a 
member of the Ramblers you can also 
walk with any group in the country, 
and you receive the quarterly Walk 
magazine and discounts at several 
outdoor stores. 
 
The North Hampshire Downs Group is 
centred on Basingstoke and stretches 
between Newnham in the east and St 
Mary Bourne in the west. We enjoy 
walks in this area, as well as further 
afield. We usually walk about 5-6 
miles on Tuesdays and often further 
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at weekends. The walks often end with 
a sociable pub stop. The Group has an 
active social programme with pub 
nights, usually about every 6-8 weeks, 
a Christmas meal, picnics or a skittles 
night. These are usually well attended 
and a good way to meet other 
members. 
 
In addition, the North Hampshire 
Downs Group has members who help 
monitor the paths in the parishes in 
our area. This involves regularly 
walking the local paths and reporting 
any problems. We need volunteers to 
do this and other activities aimed at 
improving access for walkers.  
                   
You’re welcome to join us on a couple 
of walks, after which we ask that you 
join the Ramblers. For more about us 
www.ramblersnhd.hampshire.org.uk, 
click on Walks Calendar for our walks 
details.   
 
Marion Sharp 
 

Hedgehogs In January 
Any hedgehogs seen out and about at 
this time of year are likely to be 
struggling. This applies to small 
autumn juveniles and even larger 
hedgehogs. The reason they hibernate 
is that in the cold weather their natural 
food is much less abundant. So if they 
are still awake now they are either 
unwell or they do not have sufficient 
fat reserves to hibernate and still wake 
in a good enough condition to warm up 
and search out food and water. 
 
Exceptions might be a regular visitor 
that is getting plenty of food put out for 
it every night and provided it is getting 
noticeably larger. Or perhaps if you 

have been gardening and disturbed a 
nest. Or, less likely, there is a very mild 
winter and they are waking early from 
hibernation. 
 
If you think you have a hedgehog still 
awake do put out food for it, as this 
may be the only food that it will be 
able to find. You can use hedgehog or 
cat biscuits, as they will not go off so 
quickly as wet tinned food.  But do 
also leave out extra water, as the dry 
food will make them thirsty. Don’t 
forget to protect the food from the 
cats, this protection will also keep both 
the food and the feeding hedgehog 
dry. If you are concerned that rats may 
get at the food, especially if it is not 
being taken, try putting a saucer over 
the food dish.  A hedgehog should be 
able to push the saucer off the food 
whilst a rat would not be strong 
enough to move it. 
 
Finally do take care when sweeping up 
leaves etc as a big pile may well be a 
hedgehog ’s  h ibernat ing  nes t 
(hibernaculum). 
 
So if you see any hedgehog out and 
about at this time of year it is best to 
contact the Brit ish Hedgehog 
Preservation Society on 01584 
890801 (if you can weigh the 
hedgehog first that is always helpful).  
Out of hours you will be directed to 
other numbers but whatever the time, 
you should be able to speak to a real 
person. For more information about 
hedgehogs and making your garden 
safer for hedgehogs visit our web site 
www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk.   
 
Kay Bullen 
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