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***NEXT COPY DATE: 14th April*** 

Please submit copy to Jo Appleford-Cook, 16 Guinea Court or as above. 
Your copy can be accepted handwritten, typed, or by e-mail.  

April 2017 
The Chat has been flourishing of late. We have ever more content, with lots of regular articles 

and plenty of one-off submissions as well. It is a pleasure to be spoiled for choice with such a 

selection for each issue. That said, the Chat is a fixed length and has a limited amount of 

space. The surfeit of articles is wonderful from an editorial perspective but means that we can 

have more than we can include. I do what I can by shortening articles wherever possible 

(sorry contributors!) to maximise what we can fit in. However, in recent months we have 

simply had more than we can manage. In addition, we sometimes receive notification of 

interesting local events after the print deadline which will have passed by the following month. 
 

Our fantastic Webmaster, Phil, has come up with a solution. Extra content will be added to our 

online Chineham Chat webpage at www.chinehamchat.com. The downloadable PDF of each 

issue will have this content added at the end, and these issues will be marked with a “+” 

symbol. This content will not be edited, and is presented as submitted. Do check out this 

online resource, and let us know what you think! 
 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Reminder: we are searching for a new Distribution Coordinator and Administrator! 

Contact editor@chinehamchat.com for more information. 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 

Annual membership renewal forms will be 

sent to home addresses during the early 

part of April; they can also be picked up in 

the club. Annual members have until the 

end of May to renew their memberships.  
 

Entertainment events for April include:- 

Monday 3rd: Bingo. Starts 20.00 in the 

lounge bar 

Sunday 16th: Easter Sunday. Free Easter 

eggs for members’ children. When they run 

out, they run out, so get there early. 

Thursday 20th: Senior citizens’ bingo and 

lunch. 13.00 in the lounge bar. 
 

John Prince 
 

Chineham Village Hall 
The AGM of the Chineham Village Hall 

Management Committee was held on 27th 

February when the existing Management 

Committee signed up for another year. 

However, this does not mean we are no 

longer looking for new members who would 

like to be part of the team involved in 

managing the Village Hall site, and the 

facilities it offers to Chineham residents. As 

we have previously advised, this would 

simply require attending a monthly meeting 

of less than two hours to give you an 

opportunity to voice any views you may 

have, and to be involved with any decisions 

to be made. Meetings are only held for 10 

months of the year. If any Chineham 

residents aged 18 or over are interested in 

joining the Management Committee now or 

in the future, please contact 07927 

649083 for more details. 
 

Easter will soon be here and the regular 

children’s activities in the halls will be taking 

a break during the school holidays. There is 

obviously more availability to use the 

facilities during this time so if you are 

planning any events or activities and are 

interested in hiring the halls, the contact 

details are below. Adult activities such as 

yoga, Slimming World, Weightwatchers, etc. 

usually continue in the halls during the 

holidays. Please see the noticeboard for 

timings. 
 

To enquire about availability of the halls or 

meeting room for parties, weddings or 

meetings, or to hold a regular class, leave a 

message on 07935 328172, email 

chinehamvillagehall@gmail.com or complete 

an enquiry form and check availability at the 

website www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk. We 

wish you all a very Happy Easter! 
 

Lynne Hughes 
 

Chineham Library 
I expect like us at the Library you feel ready 

for a break, with Easter falling so late this 

year. The library is closed on the bank 

holiday on 14th April, but will be open as 

usual on Easter Saturday, 15th April. Do 

come and join us for an Easter themed 

storytime. If you haven’t already, come and 

visit us to admire the new shelving which 

was recently installed. We hope you think 

that this enhances the appearance of the 

library. With the shelves now on wheels we 

can create more space for future events . 
 

Most of the regular library activities will 

continue as normal throughout this holiday 

period. These include Tuesday rhymetimes 

at 10am for the under ones and 11am for 

the over ones, and the Saturday storytimes 

at 10am, on all except the first Saturday of 

the month. The next Saturday craft sessions 

will be 1st April with a spring theme, and 

then 6th May. The CHIPPS reading group 

meets on 12th April from 10–11am, and 

the Crime group on 29th April, from 10.30–

11.30am. New members are welcome to 

join these groups. Chatterbooks meet on 

13th April from 3.45–4.45 pm for children 

to enjoy book related activities. The Coding 

Club will have finished its first course by the 
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Easter holidays, and a new course will 

commence afterwards. If you have children 

in the 9–11 age range please feel free to 

enquire about places on future courses; 

sessions take place after school on 

Tuesdays.  
 

Age Concern still meet to provide computer 

tuition to the over 50s on Wednesday 

mornings from 10am–1pm, excluding 12th 

and 19th April when they will break for the 

Easter holidays. Sessions can be booked 

through their office on 01256 423874. 

Please check with the library for details of 

when the Colour and Create group are 

meeting in April. The Dyslexia Sessions 

which were mentioned last month have 

been well attended, and will continue 

through into May. Please contact us if you 

are interested in attending any of these. As 

always, social media is the best place to 

check for our most up-to-date information.  
 

The team at Chineham Library would like to 

wish you all a Happy Easter. 
 

Cathy Foster 
 

Chineham WI 
Our February meeting brought tales of 

writers' houses and saw us selecting our 

entries for the Loddon Group Craft 

Competition. The Loddon Group currently 

consists of 15 local WIs centred around 

Basingstoke. We have two Group meetings 

each year and the competition at the March 

meeting was for members of each WI to 

make 5 bookmarks, each bookmark to be 

created using a different craft. Chineham 

had more than 5 entries, so we selected our 

ultimate five in a mini competition within our 

WI. Sadly, we didn't win the competition. The 

cup went to North Waltham WI. Eight WIs 

entered and the official WI judge confirmed 

the standard of all the entries was 

exceptionally high. Our Group speaker, 

Thomas Plant, the auctioneer from BBC TV's 

Bargain Hunt, was very entertaining, 

explaining about his job as an auctioneer 

before valuing items brought along by 

members of the audience. It was an 

excellent evening, well supported by Group 

members - there were just enough chairs for 

everyone! 
 

If you were passing the Village Hall during 

March you may have seen the crocuses on 

the grass verge that the members of 

Chineham WI planted in 2015. A lovely 

herald to the spring! On the subject of plants, 

Chineham WI will be holding a plant and 

home-made cake stall in Chineham 

Shopping Centre on Saturday, 6th May 

2017. I hope you'll take the opportunity to 

come over and say, "Hello" and perhaps take 

home a new plant for your garden and 

possibly a cake, to reward yourself when 

you've planted your plant! 
 

There's always something new happening at 

Chineham WI. We are a warm and lively 

group of local ladies. Why not bring a friend 

and come and see what you're missing? 

Your first visit is free so you've nothing to lose! 

Our next meeting is on Monday, 24 April 

2017 at 7:30 pm at Christ Church, Reading 

Road, Chineham when Deborah Wheeler will 

be visiting us from Milestones Museum. 
 

Pam Malcolm, Chineham WI 
 

St. George’s Day Parade 

1st Chineham Scout Group will be hosting 

Basingstoke East District’s St. George’s Day 

parade on Sunday April 23rd. This will 

involve road closures, and the Parade will 

march down the Reading Road to the Village 

Hall where they will hold a short ceremony 

and then dismiss. They will march from 

Chineham District Centre at 2pm through 

the woods and join Reading Road by Christ 

Church. Hopefully lots of people will support 

us. We are expecting about 300 Beavers, 

Cubs, Scouts, Explorers and Leaders. 
 

Steve Wood Group Scout Leader. 
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Loddon Quilters 
A one day Show is being held on 

Thursday May 18th at Sherfield–on-

Loddon Village Hall (RG27 0EZ) between 

10:30am-4:30pm. Quilts and more 

exhibited, raffle, refreshments and 

tombola. Entry by donation for our 

charities, Hampshire & Isle of Wight Air 

Ambulance and the R.N.L.I. 
 

Joan Bond 
 

Chat Distributors Needed 

We need to replace one of our loyal 

distributors, who will be moving away 

from Chineham after many years as both 

an area and road distributor. Please get 

in touch if you would be willing to deliver 

Chineham Chats to the first 35 houses in 

Reading Road and/or take over as the 

area distributor, delivering bundles of 

Chats to 7 road distributors each month. 
 

Laura Romney 

distribution@chinehamchat.com 817893 
 

NWR 
Our afternoon meeting on Monday 6th 

March was a lively discussion on 

Manners: the good the bad and the 

ugly. How do we welcome a new 

neighbour? How do we instruct our 

children on being a good guest? Do we 

still write thank you notes, remember 

names, always say please and thank 

you? Many of us remembered being 

instructed as children to only "speak 

when you are spoken to" and other 

similar directives.  
 

On 17th March we will be joining other 

local groups for our annual Area Quiz 

Night, hosted this year by Sherfield on 

Loddon. This is usually a very good 

evening. We have entered two teams 

so a little internal competition, as well 

as the other groups. We hope to do 

well, although not quite well enough to 

win, as the victors have to organise the 

quiz for next year. 
 

Our meetings are usually in the 

afternoon in each others' homes with 

some evening meetings. There is a lot of 

information on the website: nwr.org.uk 

or to find out about our group, or to 

come along to any of our meetings (to 

check us out with no obligation to join) 

please contact Avril Keable, email: 

avrilkeable@hotmail.co.uk tel: 01256 

322832 or Evelyn Jones, email: 

evelyncjjones@hotmail.co.uk tel: 01256 

816636. 
 

Diane Hope 
 

Poppy Appeal 
Who can resist cream scones and 

home made cake and a lovely cup of 

tea! The RBL Branch along with the 

Women's Section can give you just 

that. We are holding a cream tea and 

cake sale on Saturday 8th April in the 

Jack Morris Hall, RBL, Crown Lane, Old 

Basing commencing at 2.00 pm. There 

will be a raffle and Bring and Buy Stall 

so come and join us and support this 

very worthy cause. 
 

Sue Wilson 
 

Crimestoppers Evening Event 

Would you like to be better informed 

about Illegal Drugs, Cybercrime and 

Crimestoppers? Join us for slideshow 

presentations with Q&A in the main hall 

at Christchurch, Reading Road on 

Wednesday 3rd May starting at 

7:30pm. This free event is a joint 

venture by the Police and Chineham & 

Sherfield Park Neighbourhood Watch 

and is open to all! 
 

Laura Romney  

chinehamnhw@bdnw.org.uk 817893 
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Great Binfields Primary 

Last half term we had lots of fun learning 

about the Ancient Egyptians. We even 

took a trip to Highclere Castle and learnt 

lots of new facts about Howard Carter 

and Lord Carnarvon (the archaeologists 

who discovered Tutankhamun). Year 5 

and 6 also made beautiful canopic jars 

after learning about the stages involved 

in the mummification process.  
 

At Great Binfields we find learning fun no 

matter what subject it is, however we 

managed to link our topic into all areas 

including Art where we made a sketch of 

Tutankhamun. Throughout our topic we 

took part in a series of activities such as 

mummifying Barbies; this was the best 

activity as we got to eat the ‘organs’, 

which were sweets, when we had 

finished. In Literacy we wrote a diary from 

the day in the life of Howard Carter and 

we even drew our names in hieroglyphics 

too. In PE we learnt football whilst Year 5 

also had the opportunity to visit the local 

swimming pool in town each week.  
 

This half term, our topic is ‘Walk on the 

Wildside’ where we are lucky enough to 

have a visit from Jungle Johnathon. He’s 

going to bring lots of ‘friends’ with him 

such as Milly the millipede and 

Spinderella the Tarantula! We are looking 

forward to learning all about the Amazon 

Rainforest. 
 

Sycamore & Willow Classes (Years 5/6) 
 

St Michael’s Hospice Runs 

The days are getting longer and warmer 

and here is a great way to get out there and 

enjoy it. St. Michael’s Hospice (North 

Hampshire) has opened registration for the 

5 & 10K Basingstoke Run at Down Grange 

Sports Complex, Basingstoke, on 

Wednesday 17th May starting at 7pm. 

Registration is quick and simple at 

basingstoke-run.co.uk where the price is 

only £6 for a child’s 5K and £15 for an 

adult’s 10K entry. 
 

Runners will again be able to enjoy chip 

timing in both the 5 and 10K events with 

medals handed out to all participants. Jack 

FM will be there to entertain the runners 

and the spectators during the whole event. 

The run is always well supported by 

families, fun runners, first timers and local 

club runners. The focus is on the 

community coming together to have some 

fun, support the Hospice and enjoy an 

evening run. We are thankful to our event 

sponsors The Barn Bathroom Centre, 

Clarke & Son, and Jigsaw Medical, and to 

JackFM Berkshire for their support of this 

event. 
 

Sue O'Flinn 
 

Befrienders Needed 

Could you be a ‘Befriender’? As a 

Volunteer Befriender your role will be to 

provide social companionship to patients 

who have a chronic or life-limiting illness 

and who are isolated or lonely. Visiting 

patients in their own homes, you will help 

them to feel more supported and help to 

improve their emotional well-being and 

confidence. 
 

Just 2 hours a week, or less, can make a 

real difference to a patient living in your 

local community. All relevant training will 

be given, as well as regular and on-going 

support and supervision. Interested? For 

further information contact Caroline Nash, 

Befriending Manager on 01264 835293 

or Caroline.Nash@hhft.nhs.uk. Interested 

volunteers will be invited to an informal 

interview and the role is subject to 

references, simple health checks and DBS 

clearance. 
 

Caroline Nash 
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Nature Notes 

Suddenly after a dreary few weeks, 

Chineham has burst forth into a mass of 

brilliant yellow. One day all was green, but 

the next Wordsworth’s "a crowd, a host of 

golden daffodils” appeared and raised the 

spirits. The new Thornhill Way crocuses are 

very colourful and must look great looking 

down from a bus. 
 

I drove through the business park and 

spotted several old goat willow trees in full 

"pussy willow" stage. Although it is dull 

during the rest of the year, this untidy tree 

comes into its own now and helps the early 

bees. There were a few pink flowering fruit 

trees, but nothing like the masses of white 

blackthorn lining the A33. I finished my 

journey in Taylor’s Farm/Sherfield Park 

which has a number of ponds filled with 

reeds, surrounded by manicured grass. It is 

entirely different to Chineham, but that was 

built approximately thirty years ago. Later I 

shall attempt to see what birds or 

butterflies live there. Marian told me about 

a green streaked butterfly she had seen by 

Petty’s Brook whilst Sue spotted a green-

veined white during the first weeks in 

March. I had seen a few brimstones and 

two small whites (cabbage whites as they 

are commonly known). After consulting the 

books, I learned they had spent the winter 

as chrysalises in the hedgerows, along with 

orange tip ones. I didn't expect so many 

butterflies as early as this. Talking about 

hedges reminds me that the dreaded 

leylandii hedge harbours thousands of 

ladybirds during the winter.  
 

The birds have been building nests in my 

ivy and renovating some older ones in the 

trees. Chris told me he had observed two 

pairs of magpies fighting over the nest in 

Hazel’s tree. One pair then attempted to 

use the scrappy one in the tall tree, but the 

wind blew it down. It was interesting to 

watch as birds carried long twigs over to 

that same tree, so perhaps they decided 

another nest in the denser tree was better. 

I know that at least four nests have been 

built in there. In another week, the frantic 

feeding regime will start, I am prepared 

with giant sacks of seed and suet. Whilst 

waiting at the traffic lights, I counted five 

nests in the bare branches of three trees. 
 

I can now identify four different blackbirds 

who visit my garden—one with droopy 

wings, another a crew cut, there is white 

feather and spotty. They were all fledglings 

in this garden over the years. Despite 

having a bird bath, the blue tits and 

sparrows still prefer to drink from the 

conservatory guttering, with the occasional 

one enjoying a bath with much splashing. 
 

Ginny Wright 

ginny.wright2@btinternet.com, 479562 
 

Four Lanes Junior School 

We had an exciting day last week: Apple Day. 

In the spring we are making and growing an 

orchard and to get involved in this we did lots 

of activities to do with apples. We worked in 

our Houses so that we could get to know 

children from across the whole school rather 

than just working in our year groups. The first 

thing we did was put our thumb print on a 

piece of paper with a tree painted on it to 

show we were a team. We had a different 

tree per house on coloured paper and these 

are going to be displayed in school. Then we 

tasted lots of different apples including the 

Granny Smith, Gala and Cox. We thought 

about the different characteristics of the 

apples: sourness, sweetness, crunch and so 

on. My favourite (Abigail) was the Evelyn and 

my least favourite was the Egrement Russett. 

Next we did some maths to do with apples. In 

one of the activities, we were given a recipe 

for apple pie and had to work out how much 

we would need of the ingredients to make 

enough pies for everyone. After that we cut 



 

 

up and squashed apples to make apple juice. 

Each House named their juice and designed 

a logo. Mrs Martinez tried each juice and we 

are waiting to find out the winner. Last we did 

a mile run with our year groups. We really 

enjoyed the day and we are excited about the 

orchard being planted very soon. 
 

Abigail Bailey and Molly Green (6R) 
 

Linguatastic 

This month, the children are of course, 

learning about Easter and the arrival of 

spring.  Did you know for example that the 

name “Easter” owes its origin to Eostre or 

Eastre, an Anglo-Saxon goddess of light and 

the dawn who was honoured at pagan 

festivals celebrating the arrival of spring? 
 

Some additional interesting Easter facts 

associated with other countries include: 

•The custom of giving eggs at Easter has 

been traced back to Egyptians, Persians, 

Gauls, Greeks and Romans, for whom the 

egg was a symbol of life. 

•In 2011, Italy produced the tallest chocolate 

Easter egg. At 10.39m high and 7,200kg in 

weight, it was taller than a giraffe and heavier 

than an elephant! 

•Portugal is home of the largest decorated 

Easter egg, at almost 15 metres in height and 

8 metres in diameter in 2008. 

•The Easter Bunny tradition is believed to 

have originated in Germany where it was 

actually the Easter Hare.  

•Some European countries follow a tradition 

of burning Easter fires, representing fertility. 

•Easter is sometimes celebrated at different 

times by Eastern and Western Christians 

because the dates for Easter in Eastern 

Orthodox Christianity are based on the Julian 

Calendar and in Western Christianity on the 

Gregorian Calendar. 

And with that, we’d like to wish all readers a 

pleasant Pasqua/Ostern/Pâques/Pascua/fù 

huó jié! 
 

Fiona Biermann 

A33 Development 
I recently contacted HCC to ask for an update 

on their plans for development of the A33. I 

asked if they planned to improve the road in 

view of the heavy traffic and accidents, such 

as the recent large pile up (8 vehicles and Air 

Ambulance called). Having received a reply 

from the Economy, Transport & Environment 

Department in Winchester I felt Chineham 

residents would be interested in their plans. 
 

The Council explained that despite the A33 

carrying over 22,000 vehicles per day they 

currently have no plans to turn the single 

carriageway section into a dual carriageway. I 

reminded them that the dual section of the 

A33 from the Hants/Berks border to the M4 

was built over 30 years ago and is now a 

trunk route between the M3 and M4. I have 

also asked them to consider an interim plan 

of widening the road and smoothing out the 

bends and corners. Instead they are focusing 

on local road capacity improvements, 

including forthcoming works on the 

roundabouts and junctions of the A33. They 

anticipate this will ease traffic flow during 

peak times and improve journey times. Their 

modelling work indicates the improvements 

should enable the network to function up to 

the year 2030, including planned housing 

developments.  
 

It is worth noting there is a 'safeguard' for a 

scheme to develop the A33 into a dual 

carriageway, meaning that should the need 

become large enough the work might be 

carried out. They also said that HCC and 

Basingstoke & Deane Council are developing 

a 'transport strategy' for the town which may 

be available for consultation later this year. In 

conclusion when I came to live here there 

were no traffic lights between the A339 ring 

road and Chineham. Now there are 5 sets in 

total, with 2 more planned. Is this progress? 
 

A Luker 
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News from the Beat 
 

This is my first Chat article and I am 

following on from PCSO Wheatley so I 

hope it meets that standard! Reported 

crime has been low since the last 

issue, however, I’m aware that a lot 

that happens isn’t reported to us. It is 

therefore very hard to judge the true 

extent of what is going on in the area. 

There have been a few occasions now 

when I have spoken to people who are 

reporting something and they then tell 

me about something else that 

happened but thought it was not worth 

bothering us with. Please, please tell 

us! Even if it seems pointless, it may 

link in with something else that we are 

investigating. 
 

Whilst working in a different area, 

there were a number of cars broken 

into over previous weeks and officers 

were looking for the suspects. Two 

lads were stopped early in the morning 

as they were acting suspiciously and 

found to have an old broken camera 

that they gave an unbelievable 

account for possessing. At the time, it 

had not been reported stolen so it was 

seized but there was nothing that 

could be done in relation to the people 

who were stopped. Later that morning, 

a woman found her car had been 

broken into and an old, broken camera 

had been stolen. She deliberated 

about whether or not to report this as 

the camera was worthless and she 

had left her car unlocked but in the 

end she decided to tell us and it was 

exactly what we needed to arrest and 

charge the offenders, after which the 

n u m b e r  o f  c r i m e s  r e d u c e d 

considerably. It is unlikely that we will 

be able to respond to everything and it 

may be that there is no evidence that 

will assist us in investigating it but at 

least if we know about it, we aren’t 

going to be missing that important 

piece of the puzzle. 
 

To this end, Neighbourhood Watch is a 

great asset as they are residents in the 

area and are normally aware of what is 

happening out and about. It’s not all 

“curtain twitching” and “gossip” as it 

has sometimes been portrayed in the 

past, but an attempt to bring 

communities together to look out for 

each other and create stronger, safer 

communities.  There are gaps in the 

system though with areas that do not 

have a current scheme. If you are 

interested in joining a current scheme 

or thinking of starting one for the area 

that you live in, please see the contact 

details in the Neighbourhood Watch 

section. At the time of writing this, 

crime over the last 90 days is 13% 

down on the same period a year ago, 

which is good news for everyone. Next 

month, I should be able to give you the 

end of year figures so hopefully they 

will reflect the good work that 

everyone has been doing. If you have 

not done so already, please consider 

signing up to the Hampshire Alert 

system which we use to pass 

messages to residents about current 

issues. You can find this on 

www.hampshirealert.co.uk. 

 

PC Neil Piper 
 

Team contacts: 

PC Neil Piper 1395, PCSO Krystof 

Nadvornik 16299 and PCSO Richard 

Green 15307. Please call 101 quoting 

the collar numbers or email: 

Basingstoke.Town.Police@hampshire.p

nn.police.uk. 
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RCS Scrap Box 
Are you having a clear out? Do you 

have a garage full of bits and bobs? 

Could you support the community by 

donating items? Your waste is our 

treasure! The RCS Scrap Box are 

seeking: pillow cases, wrapping paper, 

corks, cardboard tubes, yogurt pots, 

containers, buttons, shoe boxes, 

bubble wrap, stamps, wallpaper, tiles, 

stationery, egg boxes, zips, ribbon, 

fabric, vinyl, wire, tubing, plastic 

gardening pots and much more! (All 

items must be clean and safe) 
 

If you want to get involved with the 

Scrap Box project, we accept 

donations Tuesday to Friday, 09:00 - 

16:00. RCS are a not-for-profit 

organisation working with local 

businesses and the community to 

recycle. Collecting their waste helps us 

to provide local early year settings, 

schools, and community groups with 

an exciting range of creative resources 

to use for projects. Contact RCS Ltd, 

Oakridge Hall for All, Basingstoke, 

R G 2 1  5 R G  0 1 2 5 6  8 4 1 0 2 4 

enquiries.rcs123@gmail.com 

 

Kirsty Whitlock 
 

Old Basing Lawn Tennis Club 
The Old Basing Lawn Tennis Club is a 

friendly village club situated on Riley Lane 

next to the Cricket Club. It has four hard 

tennis courts in an attractive setting, a club 

house with facilities on site and welcomes 

players of all standards from beginners to 

advanced. Club nights run from 6pm till 

dusk on Tuesday and Friday evenings from 

April to the end of September but the 

courts are of course available for use all 

year round. The club also organises several 

tournaments ranging from American mixed 

doubles to knock out competitions and has 

its own league teams which play against 

other clubs in the region. There are parking 

facilities at the Club. 
 

Fees to join the Club range from £95 for 

single membership to £195 for family 

membership and people are welcome to 

come along and play for a trial period. 

Coaching sessions are also run on the 

premises; the first in this year’s series will 

be for juniors and will run every Tuesday 

from 28th February until 4th April starting 

at 4.30 for one hour. Junior coaching is only 

£4 a go for the first three sessions. It goes 

up to £6 a lesson after that unless you join 

(that would be £20 for the year) in which 

case it stays at £4 per lesson. Coaching will 

continue after the Easter holidays. 
 

The Club organises social activities ranging 

from buffets and BBQs to annual quiz 

nights. It is also affiliated to the Lawn 

Tennis Association (LTA) so you can enter 

the Wimbledon ballot on an annual basis 

as well. We always enjoy meeting new 

people so why not come along and give 

tennis a go even if your skills are a little 

rusty. You will be assured of a friendly 

welcome. If you would like further details 

about the Club please contact Lynne 

Thomas on 01256 477004 or by email on 

Lynne.Thomas8@btinternet.com. 
 

Nigel Hatt 
 

Basingstoke Male Voice Choir 

A concert will be held on Saturday 29th April 

at St Leonard's Church, Rectory Road, 

Oakley, in aid of St Leonard's Oakley re-

ordering project. Tickets are priced at £10 

and are available from Dawson's Music in 

Festival Place, St Leonard's Parish Office 

(01256 782724) or on-line via the St 

L e o n a r d ' s  C h u r c h  w e b s i t e , 

www.oakleywithwootton.org.uk. 
 

Mark Peryer 
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
Hampshire County Council is not closing 

libraries but developing them into 

community hubs and this strategy is 

underpinned by investment in libraries. I 

recently visited the Love Reading display 

at Chineham Library and it was a 

pleasure to meet staff and a volunteer 

helper who I know from Chineham. All 

doing a brilliant job. 
 

Chineham Library is a highly regarded 

library and will benefit from investment in 

new mobile book shelves which allow the 

library to take on yet more community 

activities. Over the last year the library 

has become a Community Hub with 

Southern Health holding public health 

sessions such as baby weighing and the 

library staff organising the very popular 

Chatterbooks for young children, 

Toddlers' Storytime and many other 

activities. The new investment will allow 

the library shelves to be moved to the 

sides of the room to allow the space to be 

used for a range of community activities. 
 

Currently only 50% of 48 libraries have 

self-service technology and, over the next 

12 months, there are plans to install self-

service technology in all of the libraries as 

part of a modernisation programme. 

There are also plans to look at the 

possibility of developing what is called an 

Open Library Programme whereby 

appropriate digital technology is utilised 

to extend library opening hours without 

the associated staffing costs, that is 

letting customers use their local library 

when staff aren’t there, thereby 

extending opening hours. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747862913 

Website: elainestill.com/elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 

As I write in mid-March, there is still no 

definite news of the date of the start of 

works on the roundabouts on the A33. 

While we all know that traffic 

congestion and delays will increase, it 

i s  s t i l l  bet te r  to  have the 

foreknowledge of the works schedule 

to allow us to plan our journeys as 

best we can. Together with my County, 

Ward and Parish colleagues, I am in 

frequent contact with the Highways 

planners in order to pass on the works 

timetable to our community as soon as 

we are advised.  

 

Please keep yourselves up to date on 

the Chineham Parish website and 

these columns in the Chineham Chat 

to obtain information on the A33 

works. Links will also be provided to 

allow us access to map information 

supplied by HCC in the event that any 

possible night or weekend road 

closures may require diversions to be 

implemented. I know that the intention 

is to maintain the existing capacity of 

the  roundabouts  dur ing  the 

improvement works but there is no 

doubt there will be a degree of 

disruption. 

 

On a more cheerful note, spring has 

arrived and we are now able to get 

outside in the higher temperatures to 

tend our gardens and we will once 

again be able to enjoy our community 

coming into full bloom. 
 

Paul Miller 

Tel: 01256 467400 

Mobile: 07777 659022 

cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  



 

 

Spotlight Varied Views 
I was disappointed to read that the first 

Spotlight article had criticism for being 

political. I didn't find it in any way political 

and was interested to read a little of the 

history of Chineham. I have lived in 

Basingstoke for 20 years and Chineham for 

15 and would like to know more about our 

local area. Well done Martin, more local 

history would be great to read. 
 

J Docherty 

 

As a Chineham resident I am very 

concerned with the article headlined 

‘Spotlight on Chineham’, written by Martin 

Biermann. He is using the strapline used 

for his past political views. Whilst what he 

has written is interesting & informative, I 

fear there may be political undertones 

developing in the months ahead. This is 

dangerous territory for the Chat team. Our 

magazine must stand back from any 

political bias now and in the future. You 

clearly state when an article is promotional, 

as on the preceding page to ‘Spotlight’, 

thus giving credence to Martin Biermann in 

the advertising area of the magazine.  
 

On a constructive basis, I suggest the place 

for his article is either in the ‘Letters to 

Editor’ pages, or located with ‘Nature Notes 

’page, using a simple headline such as, 

‘Chineham Facts’.  This solution will remove 

any suggestion of bias. The headline, as it 

stands, which is unacceptable to many of 

us, needs deleting. 
 

John Richards 

 

Editor’s Note: these two sample letters 
show the opposing views the Spotlight 
article has generated. The Chat Committee 
has carefully discussed the concerns 
raised, and if/when the article returns we 
will make some changes to the article going 

forwards. We’d like to thank everyone for 
their input, and draw a close to the 
correspondence. Thank you! 
 

 

St Michael’s Hospice Lottery 
Did you know St. Michael’s Hospice runs a 

weekly lottery? It is a great way to give 

regularly to the Hospice and support their 

excellent work while at the same time being 

in with the chance of winning a share of the 

£65,000 worth of prizes that are available 

every year!  
 

Every week the 1st prize is £1,000 and with 

£100 to the 2nd prize winner, £50 to the 

3rd prize winner and seventeen more prizes 

to be won, there are plenty of opportunities 

to share in the prize pot. But the best part 

about playing the lottery is knowing that you 

are helping to keep St. Michael’s Hospice 

totally free for patients and their families. 

Each entry costs just £2 every week, it’s 

easy to pay by direct debit, and all winners 

are drawn at random. Cheques are posted 

automatically so there is no hassle claiming 

your prize. 
 

St. Michael’s Hospice is a charity and every 

year needs to raise more than £3.1 million. 

Opened in 1992, the Hospice serves a 

population of over 250,000 across all of 

Basingstoke and Deane, into Hart and East 

Hampshire and helps patients on the In-

Patient Unit and out in the community 

through their Community Palliative Care 

teams. In addition, they support many more 

people through their Day Services and 

continuing support of patient’s families. 

Please call 0870 050 1677 to enrol or if 

you have any questions. You can also email 

lottery@stmichaelshospice.org.uk or visit 

www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk/lottery for 

more information. 
 

Sue O’Flinn 
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Minister’s Message 

Let me start with the good news. As you read 

this at the beginning of April, Easter is only a 

couple of weeks away and so Lent is almost 

over. That means if you have given up 

something for Lent it is nearly at an end! I do 

know people who give up cakes for Lent and 

so enjoy a hot cross bun on Good Friday. But 

more I am sure give up chocolate for Lent 

and for them Easter Day is a bonanza. 
 

Isn't it interesting that most of our religious 

festivals seem to if not centre round eating 

at least have eating clearly associated with 

them. The Christian custom of Easter eggs, 

specifically, started among the early 

Christians of Mesopotamia, which is now 

Iraq, who stained eggs with red colouring "in 

memory of the blood of Christ, shed at His 

crucifixion”. While for many the Easter egg is 

just a nice treat over a bank holiday 

weekend, for those in the Christian church 

the egg is the symbol of new life and Jesus 

breaking out of his tomb on the first Easter 

day—the day of resurrection. That is 

something to celebrate! 
 

I hope that Easter this year will be a blessing 

to you in more ways than food. You are 

welcome to our services at Christ Church 

and the Community Church on Good Friday 

and Easter Day as we reflect on what God 

has done for us in our Lord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ. Do come and join. 
 

This year for the first time in many years I will 

not be at Christ Church on Easter day. By 

then I will have moved to Moreton in Marsh 

to begin my retirement. I shall miss 

Chineham and the many people who have 

made me welcome here and with whom I 

have shared in a variety of ways. It has been 

a privilege to share with people on the 

occasion of a new birth, as they cement their 

relationship in marriage and in the sadness 

of bereavement. Many of you have 

welcomed me into your homes and it has 

been a privilege to chat with you and help 

you as best I can. 
 

I shall of course miss the friends at Christ 

Church who for more than 11 years have 

been my extended family. It has been great 

working with you all and I will leave a big part 

of my heart behind as I move away. Easter 

day will see me in a seat in a new church. 

Things change but the celebration of God’s 

love continues. May God bless you all this 

Easter time wherever you may be. 
 

Ian Bentley 

(Minister at Christ Church Chineham) 
 

Christ Church Activities 
Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am—no 

charge, all welcome! The 9am service tends 

to be quieter and more reflective; we have a 

music band with drums and guitars at the 

10.30am services when we also have 

groups for children and young people of all 

ages from babies to 18+. During April our 

sermon series is called “Luke’s Easter” – we 

will look at Luke’s gospel and see how Luke 

records the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

Yes, the story is familiar but we need 

constantly to be reminded of what God has 

done for us in Jesus. Sunday 2 will be a 

special day as it will be Ian Bentley’s last 

Sunday with us before he retires from 

ministry and moves away from Chineham – 

do come along to support him. 
 

Easter services: Thursday 13, 7.30pm, 

Maundy Thursday Holy Communion. Friday 

14, 11.30am, Good Friday All Age Worship. 

Sunday 16, 9am and 10.30am, Easter Day 

services – the Bishop of Basingstoke will be 

preaching. All welcome. 
 

Prayer: is there something you would like 

prayer for? Do let us know—contact details 

below. If you would like to come and pray 

you are most welcome: our Prayer Room is 

open whenever the building is open. Drop in 

to sit and pray in silence, or we can 
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arrange for someone to pray with you. 

We meet weekly to pray on alternate 

Sunday and Monday evenings; you 

would be welcome to join us (please 

contact the office for details). 
 

Coffee and Co: 9.30—11.30am. Our café is 

open to all every Monday during term time; 

coffee and cakes are available, along with 

toys for the children and a warm welcome! 
 

Luncheon Club: 25 Apr, 12noon. Everyone 

is invited to join us for a tasty two course 

meal—£5 for adults, £2.50 for children. 

Lifts may be available so if you need 

transport please let us know; there is no 

need to let us know if you are coming, but if 

you have any special dietary needs we do 

need to know in advance.  
 

123 Matinee Group: 11 Apr, 1-3pm.  This 

social/support group is aimed at “older 

friends” although everyone is welcome; no 

charge. This month Chris from Glaysher 

Butchers will come to talk to us about his 

work and we will be doing seated exercises 

as usual. There will be a warm welcome, 

plenty of people to chat with and there will 

be refreshments. If you are interested in 

coming along and/or helping you would be 

most welcome. 
 

CCBBies: Thursdays 10-11.15am. On offer: 

free play, Bible stories, crafts, 

refreshments, friendship and fun; each 

week the children have a simple craft to 

take home and if the weather is good we 

will play out on the patio. Parents/carers 

are required to stay with their children – all 

welcome! 
 

Messy Church: 3 Apr, 3.45pm. 3.45 

games/refreshments (so you can come 

straight from school), 5.15 supper, 5.45pm 

time to go home! Families are invited as we 

learn about Jesus and the Bible in a 

creative way; this month we will be looking 

at the Easter story. No charge although 

donations welcome towards the food cost. 
 

Kids’ Club: 1 Apr, 5-6.30pm. £1 entrance 

fee (first visit free), bring your friends and 

some change for tuck and a hot snack. 

Crafts, music, fun and games for children 

at primary school. All welcome!  
 

C3Y: Fridays, 8—9.30pm. Our youth club for 

young people in year 6 and upwards is 

open for fun and games every Friday during 

term time in the Wesley Hall. The entrance 

fee is just £1 (first visit free); bring a friend 

as well as some spare change for tuck. 

 

Charity collections: we collect stamps (new 

and used), ink cartridges, postcards, 

spectacles, socks, tools, bedding, tins/

packets of food, and supermarket milk bottle 

tops for various charities. We can find a home 

for most things so if you have anything you 

would like to pass on do contact us!   
 

Room hire: rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or regular basis. Contact 

us for details or look on our website 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk. Prices 

start at £8.25 per hour (Community Rate) 

which includes use of the kitchen/snack 

bar where tea, coffee, sugar and squash 

are provided.  
 

Ruth Randall 
 

Basingstoke Rotary 
Polio is on the brink of global extinction. In 

1985 this crippling disease was endemic 

in 200 countries with 350,000 reported 

cases annually. In 2016 just 37 cases 

were reported across the world, and the 

WHO has declared all but 3 countries 

“polio free”. Basingstoke Deane Rotary is 

one of 32,000 Rotary clubs in Rotary 

International which in 1985 partnered with 

the WHO and UNICEF to launch “End Polio 

Now”. We have helped organise National 

Immunisation Days in the countries 

endemic with polio—over 2.5billion children 

have been vaccinated and $1.3billion 

donated by clubs, with further support by 
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the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The 

latest World Health report shows just 3 

reported cases so far this year.  
 

Immunisation was introduced into the 

UK in the 1950s and polio cases 

dropped dramatically. However, the 

British Polio Fellowship estimates  

around 150,000 people in the UK still 

suffer from the effects. Amongst those is 

Past Mayor of Basingstoke & Deane Cllr. 

David Leeks. David was 6 months old in 

1955 when he contracted polio, and 

today uses a wheelchair. David said “I 

admire Rotary International and its 

partners for driving this huge global 

immunisation task, and I congratulate 

the support our local Rotary has given to 

help fund this project.” Basingstoke 

Deane Rotary uses the vast majority of 

the funds it raises to support local good 

causes. About 10% of its support goes to 

International Projects like End Polio Now.  
 

If you would like to find out more, see 

www.rcbd.org.uk, contact Helen 

(helen@highpathway.co.uk) or Jim 

(thelawsons47@gmail.com). You’ll be 

pleasantly surprised! 
 

Kevin Vickers 
 

Probus Club 
Roger Shaw, a member of Henley Probus, 

gave a talk about the history of the Oregon 

Trail. He had lived in America for seven 

years and together with his wife had driven 

the entire 3,000 miles route in 2013 and 

2015. Immigrants were encouraged to 

resettle as the east coast had been 

swamped by the influx of people from 

Europe. Between 1840 and 1860 half a 

million pioneers, including Mormons and 

many Irish, made the six months journey 

from Missouri traversing the Great Plains, 

then across the Rockies to the west coast. 

They favoured a particular route across the 

mountains where a trail had been worn 

over many years by millions of buffalo. 
 

Most people will have seen at the cinema 

or on TV stories about the Wild West and 

wagon trains that formed circles at night for 

protection against attacks by American 

Indians. The reality was somewhat 

different. Initially the native population was 

helpful to the immigrants but relations 

soured as time went by. The real problems 

started in 1847 when half the nomadic 

Cayuse tribe and all their children were 

wiped out by a measles epidemic 

introduced by the Europeans.  
 

The logistics of wagon trains are incredible 

with one consisting of 1,600 wagons, 

10,000 oxen, 30,000 cattle and 60,000 

sheep and was 300 miles long. All but 

children walked the distance, many barefoot, 

with the wagons carrying food and water. 

Death en route was common, including 

drowning crossing rivers, ten percent died 

from cholera with records showing that on 

one trip 57 died on one day alone. The 

Oregon Trail ended when railways provided 

an easier way to complete the journey. See 

www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com or phone 

Paul Flint on 07770 886521 for more 

information about this social club for retired 

professionals and business managers. 
 

Paul Flint 

 

Chineham Parish Council 
Annual Parish Assembly: All residents are 

invited to attend the Annual Parish 

Assembly which will be held on 18 May in 

the Community Rooms at Chineham Village 

Hall. The Chairman will provide a report of 

the Parish Council, a statement of accounts 

for the year ended 31 March 2017 will be 

presented and it is hoped that a speaker of 

interest will be attending. Please refer to the 

Parish Council website and noticeboards for 

further details. 
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Bulb planting: The Parish Council has added 

more daffodils and crocuses around the 

Parish. We hope that residents are cheered 

by the sight of them. Thanks go to Cllr. 

Wright for co-ordinating the planting efforts 

along with Mr Markey who stepped in at the 

last minute to help us out. 

Events: The Parish Council website has an 

“Events Calendar”, so if you would like to 

provide details of any events for Chineham 

residents we can include them. 
 

The next Parish Council meeting is on 10 April 

at 7.45pm in the Chineham Village Hall 

Community Rooms. If there is a Chineham 

issue you are concerned about, contact the 

Clerk, Sally Jackson on 474500/ 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the Assistant Clerk, 

J u l i a  Jo hns to n  o n  3 2434 5/

assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk (office hours 

only). The Parish Council website is at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Sally Jackson 
 

Basingstoke Lions Club 

The best news this month is that we inducted 

a new Club member who is a keen swimmer 

and cyclist. He came to the previous three 

business meetings and was suitably 

bemused by the way we do business and the 

amount of good natured bickering. He’s going 

to be a great asset, having already signed up 

for the Swimathon, and wants to have a go at 

reviving our moribund Charity Cycle Ride! 
 

Easter Eggs: If you visit your local soon the 

odds are that you’ll see a very large 

chocolate Easter Egg being raffled. We 

provide the eggs and, if the pub supports 

a specific charity, half of the proceeds can 

be donated to that charity. The other half 

goes into our Charity Account.  

8 Apr Quiz Night: Come along and pit your 

wits against our notorious question 

master. Contact Philip Wilson tel:352393 

or philipjhwilson@btinternet.com to book 

your table. We can take only 22 tables. 

Welfare: We spent: £298 white goods and 

furnishings; £250 trip for disabled 

youngsters and maintenance of a holiday 

facility; £136 uniforms for children re-

homed from out of area; £304 dyslexia 

diagnosis machine. 

Peace Poster Competition: This has a long 

development period. John Lincoln 

(325280, jomolincoln@btinternet.com) is 

the man to contact for details and he will 

be visiting schools shortly. It is about time 

we had a Basingstoke winner. 
 

Philip Wilson 
 

Access the Chat online 
…plus much more, on our website at 

chinehamchat.com. We’ve kept the site 

small and straightforward, with a few simple 

ideas in mind: 

•read the Chat online wherever you are 

•find our advertisers in the “advertising 

supplement” 

•access ten years of back copies–a 

searchable online resource about Chineham 

•find out how to advertise, our team 

contact names, etc. 

•access information about Chineham (we 

get searches for “Chineham map” and 

“Chineham bus timetable”, for example) It’s 

also there for people outside Chineham to 

read (e.g. ex-residents, landlords, relatives, 

people thinking of moving here). Google 

indexes our site frequently, as do other 

search engines, so we get visitors from all 

over the world. Last month we started 

including a “Chineham Chat Extra” appendix 

in the online magazine, for articles that arrive 

after we’ve gone to print, or when we run out 

of space. So for extra content, head across to 

our Download page and look for links 

marked “+”. 
 

Phil Slater 
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Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 
At the Group’s AGM on 1st March the 

Chairman commented on the help given 

to him by both the members of the 

committee and others who helped at the 

monthly meetings. This meant that the 

group had another successful year with a 

wide range of speakers and outings while 

still maintaining a steady membership. 

The Secretary, Treasurer, Membership 

Secretary and Welfare Officer all gave their 

reports and the officers and committee 

members for the coming year were 

appointed. After this a general knowledge 

quiz and the raffle were held followed by 

lunch at the Conservative Club. 
 

The committee members for the coming 

year are:- Chairman: David Cowling, Vice-

Chairman: David Dance, Secretary: Tony 

Brazier, Treasurer: June Brazier, 

Membership Secretary: Sonia Waite, 

Welfare Officer: Christine Broadbent, John 

Lambeth, Kate Lambeth and Maggie 

Hatton. 
 

Our next outings are to Parham House on 

Friday 21st April, Exbury Gardens on 

Tuesday 9th May, Waddesdon Manor on 

Thursday 15th June and Beaulieu on 

Monday 10th July. If you would like to join 

us on any of these trips please contact 

Kate Lambeth on 01256 28791. The next 

meeting is on 5th April when the speaker 

will be Mel Rees on “My Family and Other 

Setbacks”. The group meets on the first 

Wednesday of each month at Brookvale 

Village Hall from 10am to 12noon and all 

retired Civil Servants and their partners 

are welcome. This year’s programme and 

further details about meetings can be 

obtained from the Secretary on 01256 

418770 or at bjmapbr@ntlworld.com. 
 

David Cowling 

Basingstoke Gang Show 
If you like to laugh, sing, dance or entertain 

then come along to the auditions for the 

Basingstoke Gang Show. You’ll have a fun 

day with loads of great people and see why 

this is the longest running and bestselling 

amateur show in Basingstoke. We are 

gearing up for our 26th show to be 

performed at The Haymarket. Audiences 

will be entertained by our local Cubs, 

Guides, Scouts, Explorers and young 

leaders as the cast of 70 take to the stage 

across 11 performances in Feb 2018. 
 

The members of the Production team have 

been busy creating an array of numbers 

with wonderful choreography, sensational 

songs and hilarious sketches ready for the 

rehearsals that start in September 2017. 

Auditions will take place at: Costello 

Technology College, 10am-4pm, on the 

following dates: 

Surnames A-L Sunday 14th May  

Surnames M-Z Sunday 21st May  
 

Auditions are open to all Scouts and 

Guides who will be 10½ or over in 

February 2018 and all Cubs who will be 8 

or over at that time. Before you come, visit 

www.basingstokegangshow.com to ensure 

you have full details including location, 

what to wear and the audition application 

form that you will need to bring. You can 

also look at the Basingstoke Gang Show 

Facebook pages for more information. 
 

If you have a talent and are interested in 

volunteering for Basingstoke Gang Show 

2018 please get in touch! There’s a lot to 

do, from building scenery or making 

costumes. Basingstoke Gang Show 

N E E D S  Y O U !  P r o d u c e r :  

kirsty.ruffell@googlemail.com, Chairman: 

harryedders@yahoo.com. We look forward 

to welcoming you to the auditions! 
 

Kirsty Sayers 
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Ramblers Association 
The North Hampshire Downs Ramblers 

group is part of the Ramblers Association; 

we walk mostly in Hampshire and the 

surrounding countryside. In the last few 

months our group has enjoyed both walks 

and social activities including a Christmas 

Lunch and our Christmas Jumper walk. The 

group walk on Tuesday and Saturday. We 

have had some lovely winter walks over the 

last few months and are now looking 

forward to spring. Our Tuesday morning 

walks, typically 6-7 miles, continue to attract 

quite a number of walkers. We have recently 

walked around Hartley Wintney, Oakley and 

Hannington to name but a few. We usually 

end up with a pub stop to give people time 

for a catch up. Our Saturday walks tend to 

be longer, with fewer walkers, and can 

sometimes take most of the day. This last 

quarter we have enjoyed walks around 

Tisbury in Wiltshire, done parts of the 

Thames Path, and walked from Overton to 

Whitchurch with a bus back.  
 

The group also enjoys social activities, 

including an Annual Summer Picnic, boys' 

lunches and occasional weekends and days 

away. This May there is a coach trip to 

Bourton on the Water and a June break in 

Paignton, which will involve 4 days of 

organised walks. The group have an active 

path patrol group, who report problems to 

the local council and also do some work, 

which can be as varied as checking 

waymarking and replacing waymarking 

discs, minor clearing or even repairing stiles 

and gates. To date we have replaced 20+ 

gates in conjunction with the local council. 

The latest tasks were replacing a rotting 

sleeper bridge at Ashford Hill, and replacing 

a stile at Hannington with a kissing gate. 
 

If you are interested in finding out more 

about the North Hampshire Downs group, 

there is more on www.northhampshire 

downsramblers.org.uk. Whether new to 

walking or experienced you would be given a 

very warm welcome by the group. If you are 

interested in joining we suggest you come 

along for a couple of walks first to get a 

taster. Membership details are available 

from the Ramblers’ national website: 

www.ramblers.org.uk. 
 

Marion Sharp 
 

Chineham Speedwatch 

No freight trains this time, but we did catch a 

black cab, a Royal Mail van and a Sky TV 

van. There is simply no excuse for 

professional drivers to exceed the speed 

limit, after all it is part of their job to obey the 

rules of the road (as we all should!) and it 

could reflect on their employment record. 
 

With my extra volunteers we were able to do 

some double shifts on a couple of 

Saturdays, with some interesting results. 

Could it be that drivers are becoming 

accustomed to us being out at certain times 

and the extra session is catching them out? I 

would like to think that we are having a 

positive effect on the speed of traffic in the 

parish, but are we? Having had someone 

over take me (a bit riskily) going downhill 

near Busy Bees it seems not. I may have to 

vary the times during April, and with the 

evenings getting dark later we can monitor 

the speed of traffic going home from work. 
 

On our last session PC Neil Piper and 

colleague set up by the lay-by near Little 

Copse where they were trying to catch a 

certain repeat offender.  They didn’t get him 

but did catch 3 others. We decamped to the 

opposite side of the road so as to not 

interfere with them. If you would like to join 

the Speedwatch team please contact the 

parish clerk at clerk@chineham.gov.uk. 

Follow us on Twitter @c_speedwatch. 
 

Bob Ricket  

(Chineham Speedwatch Coordinator) 



 

 

Four Lanes Community Centre 

Closure of Four Lanes Community Site: 

Following many incidents of misuse of the 

site by members of the public in the 

evenings and at weekends, the school site 

will now be closed for public use at all 

times. The gates will therefore remain 

locked during evenings and weekends. Any 

unauthorised persons found on the site will 

be considered as trespassing and will be 

prosecuted in line with procedures for any 

other private property. The police have also 

been informed of this decision. The 

community use of the facilities will still be 

unaltered and members of the public can 

still book these through the community 

office. We are sorry for any inconvenience 

caused but children’s safety remains our 

first priority when considering the use of the 

site. The grounds are part of the community 

facility rather than a public site which has 

caused some confusion in the past 
 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: Wed 9.30-

11.00am, £12.00 for 6 weeks or £2.50 

per week on a drop-in basis. For mums/

dads, babies and pre-school children. There 

will be a range of activities including indoor 

and outdoor toys, arts and crafts, stories 

and rhymes, drinks and biscuits, all based 

in a safe and welcoming environment. 

Please contact us to register your interest. 
 

ZUMBA: Zumba is a popular fitness 

programme inspired by Latin dance. 

Mondays 7.30pm to 8.30pm, Tuesdays 

7.00pm to 8.00pm. Cost: £5.25 Mondays, 

£6.00 Tuesdays, pay as you go. Contact 

Lisa (Mondays) 07884 267722 or Candice 

(Tuesdays) 07843 979340. 
 

Clubbercise: Fun, easy to follow dance fitness 

routines using glowsticks to club anthems 

from the 90’s to the latest chart music. Taught 

in a darkened room with disco lights. 

Thursdays 8.00pm to 8.45pm, classes to be 

booked in advance on bookwhen.com/

clubbercisewithaimee or www.facebook.com/

clubbercisewithaimee/. 
 

Hatha Yoga: No previous experience 

required, suitable for all levels. Payable in 

blocks of 6 weeks cost £30.00 or drop ins 

welcome at £6.00 per class. Tuesdays 

6.15—7.15pm at the Infant School. For 

further information and to book the course 

please contact Kati on 07450 226719 or 

email pumpkinyoga@gmail.com. 
 

Linguatastic: Languages include French 

and Spanish before school clubs; Italian, 

Spanish and French for adults; and French 

for secondary school pupils. For further 

i n f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e  e m a i l 

info@linguatastic.com or phone 471474. 
 

Good Companions—over 55s Group: Come  

and enjoy tea and homemade cake with a 

variety of speakers and activities. Events 

available on request. Four Lanes 

Community Centre, 3rd Tuesday of every 

month. 
 

Holiday Play Scheme: The Holiday Play 

Scheme is a great idea to keep your 

children entertained during the school 

holidays. Open to school children aged from 

4 to 11 years. The Holiday Play Scheme 

provides a fabulous day of activities 

supervised by our friendly and professional 

team to keep the children amused with arts 

and crafts, sports, games and fun food. The 

Holiday Play Scheme runs through every 

school holiday and inset days and is lots of 

fun. We have 2 options for session times: 

Session A 8.30am-4.00pm – price £14.75 

Session B 8.30am-5.30pm – price £18.00 
 

The above clubs are available to Infant and 

Junior children who attend school full time. 
 

Virginia Wyatt 
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Basingstoke Discovery Centre 

To book a place, order online from 

www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php, visit 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre in Festival 

Place, or call 01256 478670. Advance 

booking is strongly recommended. 

 

April events: 
 

Young Embroiderers Club: Sat 1, 10am–

12noon, ages 5-16, £5.  
 

Children’s Crafts: Sat 1 and 29, from 

10am, ages 3+, free. 
 

Board in the Library: Sat 1, 11am–4pm, 

and Wed 5 and 19, 2-6pm free. Bring 

out your competitive streak with games 

like Splendour and Carcassonne. Or 

working cooperatively – try a game of 

Pandemic to help save humanity! 
 

Drop-In Surgery with Local Councillor: 

Sat 1, 2–3pm. Meet your Hampshire 

County Councillor for Basingstoke 

Central, Criss Connor, to discuss local 

issues. 
 

Disability Signpost Service: Tues 4, 

10am-12noon. Drop-in for information 

on topics including transport, benefits, 

housing and more. 
 

Basingstoke Disability Connections: 

Tues 4, 12.30–2.30pm. Informal get-

together for people affected by 

disability. 
 

Alton Fringe Theatre presents TS Eliot: 

‘The Love Song of J Alfred Prufrock’ and 

‘The Waste Land’: Thurs 6, 7.30–9pm, 

£7.50. This is a rare opportunity to hear 

two of the 20th century’s most famous 

poems read aloud for an audience by 

kind permission of the Eliot Estate and 

his publishers, Faber and Faber. ‘The 

Love Song’ published in 1915 points the 

way to the more controversial poem, 

‘The Waste Land’ (1922). The latter 

reflects Eliot’s experience of a 

fragmented, urban world in the 

aftermath of the First World War. ‘The 

Love Song’ will be performed as a 

monologue and then five actors will give 

voice to the many characters, ideas and 

sounds of the ‘The Waste Land.’ The 

readings will be followed by an informal 

discussion. Refreshments available all 

evening. 
 

Hearing Impaired Reading Group: Fri 7, 

2–4pm, free. An opportunity to meet 

people in a similar situation round a 

shared interest. 
 

Discover Board Games: Sat 8 & 22, 

10am–1pm, ages 3+, free.  
 

Chatterbooks: Mon 10, 4–5pm, ages 8-

11, free. Are you a Bookaholic? Do you 

enjoy sharing ideas, making new friends 

and exploring new subjects?  Join 

Chatterbooks, a book group aimed at 8-

11 year olds. Books, activities, quizzes 

and lots more. Sign up at the 

Information Desk in the library.  
 

Down on the Farm: Tuesday 11, from 

10am, ages 3+, free. A whole day of 

FREE activities for all ages: colouring / 

craft / LEt’sGO Construction and more. 

See posters in the Discovery Centre for 

more details. 
 

Wonderful Wordsmiths: Wed 12 and 26, 

4–5pm, ages 8–13, free. Gain 

confidence in your writing and meet like-

minded people in this friendly group. 
 

Painting for Fun: Thu 13 and 27, 2.30–

4.30pm, free. Informal group of painters 

who share tips and conversation in 

coffee shop area. 

 

Crime Fiction Reading Group: Sat 15, 

2pm, free. Meet others who share your 

enjoyment of this genre. 
 

A World of Books: Tuesday 18, from 
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10am, ages 3+, free. A whole day of 

FREE activities for all ages: colouring, 

craft, LEt’sGO Construction and more. 

See posters in the Discovery Centre for 

more details. 
 

Funky Fairytales: Tuesday 18, 2pm 

and 2.45pm, ages 4-8, £1. Drama, 

Dance & Singing Workshop. Bring your 

favourite fairytale characters to life 

and help the Funky Fairy rescue the 

Fairytale Story Book from the Red 

Queen! Each workshop is led by an 

experienced actor/drama teacher. All 

children should be accompanied by a 

responsible adult. 
 

Creative Writing: Mon 19, 2–4pm, £1. 

New members are welcome at this 

supportive group for writers of all 

genres and ability. Note: This is the 

usual Wednesday Group. 
 

Poetry Group: Wed 19, 10.30am–

12.00 noon, £1. Read and share 

poetry with other like-minded people. 
 

Be Your Own Fashion Designer: 

Thursday 20, 10am, ages 4-16, £3. 

Upcycle boring clothing into something 

with a wow factor! Under expert 

guidance use the trims, scraps and 

embellishments provided to add zing 

to your clothes. For older participants, 

sewing machines will be available to 

make simple alterations. So bring 

along that dull item of clothing and let 

your creativity flow! 
 

Family Chess Coaching: Sat 22, 10am

–1pm (drop-in), free. David Graham 

and members of the Basingstoke 

Junior Chess Club offer hints, tips and 

guidance for complete beginners as 

well as to those with some knowledge 

and experience. 
 

Cracking an Egghead: Saturday 22 

April, 1pm, £3.50. Find out what it 

takes to be an Egghead with brainbox 

Kevin Ashman. Kevin has been on the 

BBC Show Eggheads since 2003 and 

is often considered one of the greatest 

quizzers in the world. In 1995 he won 

Mastermind, scoring 41 points with no 

passes in his heat, which remains a 

record to this day. He has recently 

returned triumphant from the first Quiz 

Olympiad in Athens beating quizzers 

from 25 other countries.  
 

Visually Impaired Reading Group: Mon 

24, 10am–12 noon, free. An 

opportunity to meet people in a similar 

situation round a shared interest. 
 

Memory Box Project: Fri 28, 10.30am–

12.30pm. The memory box project is 

an exciting reminiscence project open 

to all. Drop in and share some stories 

around the interesting objects on 

display. 

 

StreetPass: Sat 29, 11am–4pm, free. 

Experience a new level of social 

gaming with your gaming consoles. 
 

Home Library Service: Do you, or 

someone you know, love reading but 

can no longer get to the library due to 

ill health, disability or caring 

responsibilities? We may be able to 

help by arranging for a volunteer to 

deliver books or audio books to your 

home.  This service is free. Interested 

or want more information? Contact 

Lois Lang or Andrea Wilson at 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre. Phone 

0 1 2 5 6  4 7 8 6 7 0  o r  e m a i l 

clnocom@hants.gov.uk. 
 
 

Helen Beevers 
 

Silver Bracelet Found? 

Has anyone found a heavy silver link 

bracelet in Chineham? Reward 

offered. Phone 479562. 
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Chineham Conservation 

Group 
Spring is here and the first tree blossoms 

are already out in March. In Great Sorrell’s 

Copse we have one or two wild European 

plums (prunus cerasifera) with their 

delicate white blossoms on bare stems 

followed closely by the new leaves. 
 

We have finished work for the season in 

the woods – it's bird nesting time and they 

all seem in a great hurry to establish 

territories, build nests and do what nature 

does. So now we look forward to the spring 

flowers both in the woodlands and in the 

meadow. Being ancient woodland the 

Chineham copses are particularly rich in 

the less common wild flowers. If wildflowers 

are your passion do get in contact as we 

are hoping to have a few ‘walk in the 

woods’ evenings in the late spring and early 

summer. Our Facebook page is the best 

place as, being weather dependent, they 

may be rescheduled at short notice. 
 

Calling enthusiastic bird watchers - while 

we have many talents among our 

members we do not have any bird experts. 

If there are any keen birdwatchers in 

Chineham who can tell a great tit call from 

a bullfinch call and would like to help us out 

from time to time in identifying what birds 

we accommodate in the woods etc. we 

would love to hear from you. If any of this 

encourages you to get involved with your 

local wildlife places you will find us via our 

email address chinehamcg@google.com or 

find our facebook page Chineham 

Conservation Group. 
 

Marion Sharp 
 

Shoeboxes for 2017 

Thank you everyone, including the children 

at the local schools, who donated items and 

helped fill shoeboxes last October for 

deprived children in orphanages in Romania 

and Moldova. Here in Chineham, over 630 

shoeboxes were filled to capacity and 

delivered to the Mustard Seed Relief 

Mission warehouse ready to be transported 

to Eastern Europe in time for Christmas. For 

many of the children this is the only present 

they receive in the year. Your generous 

donations are much appreciated.   
 

We have started collecting again for 

Christmas 2017, and are appealing for:-face 

flannels, soap, toothbrushes and 

toothpaste; gloves, mittens and scarves for 

boys and girls (age ranges 3 to 15 years); 

pencil cases, coloured pencils, biros, pencils 

and small notebooks; small soft toys, small 

baby/Barbie type dolls for boys and girls, 

skipping ropes; small hand held games, 

playing cards, marbles, balls, small cars; 

colouring books; wool for making blankets 

for the children’s beds (110 blankets were 

sent from us in Nov 2016) 
 

Any donations can be handed in to the office 

at Christ Church which is open from Monday 

to Friday from 9.30am to 2.30pm. We use 

large shoe boxes, and we cover these in 

Christmas paper before filling them in 

October. The children all have to have 

certain items included, and this is why large 

boxes are required to pack everything in, 

then they all have the same type of things, 

which are essential to keep them warm and 

happy. Donated items do not need to be 

new as second hand items in good 

condition are acceptable (e.g. pencil cases, 

toys).    
 

Many thanks for your help in advance, and if 

you enjoy covering shoeboxes, we have the 

Christmas paper and shoeboxes available at 

Christ Church. If you could help us with this 

project in any way (knitting, sorting and so 

on) please contact Ruth Randall or Gill 

G o d f r e y  o n  4 7 4 2 8 0  o r 

admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk. 
 

Sue Richards and Brenda Risby 
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Chineham Chat Extra – April 2017 

Occasionally we have too much 

material to fit into the printed 

magazine, or material arrives after 

we’ve gone to print. We’ve decided 

that when this happens we will 

include the extra articles at the end 

of the online edition, in a Chineham 

Chat Extra section.

 

 

Ever fancied trying bowls?  

Old Basing Bowls Club are having two open days for you to try your hand. 

These will be on Saturday 15th April 

and Sunday 23rd April from 10am until 

2pm. 

Come along for a free go and see if you 

like it – we are located on the 

recreation ground close to and opposite 

the Bolton Arms pub. You don’t have to 

live in Old Basing to be a member. 

You will get a warm welcome and 

possibly a cup of tea! 

Please wear flat shoes (no tread or 

heels). 

We are a friendly bunch and look 

forward to meeting you. 

Tom Atkins, President 
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