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July 2017 
 

I am writing this editorial a week before the General Election, which will be on the 

8th June. Of course, by the time you read this it will be long past and the results 

announced. You may be thrilled with the result, ambivalent, infuriated...it’s an 

election that is raising unusually strong emotions in many people. If you are NOT 

happy with the result—did you vote? For many years I did not vote. I felt too ignorant 

of political matters, felt politicians were only out for their own personal gain, and 

also fell back on the old favourite: “my vote won’t make a difference”! I was wrong. 

One vote may make a difference and while I may not be the best educated on 

political matters, well, who is? Not many! So I will be voting next week, and I will 

continue to vote in future. 
 

If you did vote, splendid! But if you did not, please consider doing so in future. 

Register, get a proxy or postal vote if needs be, and make your opinion count. I, for 

one, will be watching the percentage turnout with great interest—especially if the 

result is a close call locally or nationally. Your vote can and may make a difference, 

so use it! 

 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 

The entertainment activities being held 

in the club in July are as follows: 

Monday 3rd: Bingo in the lounge bar at 

8.00pm. 

Thursday 20th: Senior citizens’ bingo 

and lunch. 1.00pm in the lounge bar. 
 

Also, on Saturday 29th July between the 

hours of 12.00 noon and 4.00pm we 

will supporting one of our nominated 

charities for 2016/2017, the Muffins 

D r e a m  F o u n d a t i o n 

(www.muffinsdreamfoundation.org), as 

they hold their Muffin Mile and Summer 

Fete in the field. 
 

There will be a BBQ, an ice cream van, 

face-painting, as well as lots of games 

and stalls. Cheer on the Muffins in the 

centrepiece event as they complete 

their annual race around the running 

track and are presented with their 

medals. All proceeds will go towards 

Muffins Dream Foundation which 

provide activities and family support for 

children and young people with long 

term illness and disabilities in the local 

area. The club will be open to non-

members throughout the event so 

please come along and support this 

great cause. 
 

Finally, we have recently upgraded our 

big-screen TV and sound system so that 

all major sporting events can now be 

enjoyed with top-quality sound and 

vision. 
 

John Prince 
 

Chineham Village Hall 
The summer school holidays will soon 

be here and most of the children’s 

activities in the halls will close for the 

summer break. If your children attend 

any of these sessions, please check with 

organisers to confirm dates when these 

will start again in September. 
 

Please remember that most adult 

activities in the halls, such as Aerobics, 

Slimming World, Zumba, etc., continue 

throughout the year, so if you are 

interested in attending any of these 

sessions, please see the noticeboard for 

timings and details or check with the 

organisers. 
 

During the summer holidays there is 

obviously increased availability if you 

wish to hire the halls for parties and 

other activities. You can find out more by 

contacting our Booking Clerk on 07935 

328172, or completing an enquiry form 

which can be found on our website 

www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk. There is 

also a Calendar of Events on the website 

where you can check availability. 
 

Hopefully the weather will improve for 

July and we can all enjoy some 

sunshine! Whether you are going away 

or staying at home, we hope you all have 

a great summer. 
 

Lynne Hughes 
 

Chineham Library 

It’s unbelievable to think we are 

already half way through the year and 

that the summer holidays are 

approaching rapidly. The climax of the 

summer here is the Reading Challenge 

which begins on the 15th July. Anytime 

from that day onwards do encourage 

children to come to the library and 

sign up in order to earn their medals 

and certificates. During the summer 

there will also be themed weekly crafts 

for children on Wednesdays. For the 

Challenge to run smoothly we need 

plenty of volunteer assistance, so if 

there is anyone aged fourteen plus 

who could offer two hours per week 
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please do contact us. Training and 

support will be provided and we are a 

lovely team to work with!  
 

We have a number of other activities 

coming up during the summer. On the 

6th July we are hosting the Pedlars 

and Petticoats group for their ‘Strange 

Tales and Hidden Histories’ event. This 

is aimed at adults who are interested 

in their local area and who would enjoy 

tales and legends presented in a 

dramatic style. This starts at 7.30 pm 

and tickets costing £5 each can be 

booked through the library. Then for 

children we are holding ‘Charlie’s 

Storytelling and Teddy Bear party’ on 

2nd August at 10.30am. This should 

be great fun. Tickets cost £3.75 per 

child; accompanying adults are free of 

charge. You are advised to book soon 

as places are limited. 
 

The Crime Reading group continue to 

meet throughout the summer and their 

meeting will take place on the 8th July 

and the 5th August, both at 10.30am. 

Many of our regular groups meet in 

July and then take a break for August. 

These include Chatterbooks who will 

meet on the 13th July from 3.45–

4.45pm and CHIPPS reading  group 

whose last meeting will be the 12th 

July from 10-11am. The Code Club 

finished at the end of June, this will 

hopefully resume in the autumn.  Age 

Concern commence their break after 

their 5th July session. All other regular 

children’s activities continue as 

normal. With all the activities and 

displays in the library this month we 

hope that you will be tempted to visit 

us. Please follow us on social media 

for all the most up-to-date information 

and enjoy the summer holidays. 
 

Cathy Foster 
 

Chineham WI 
May's AGM was a little unusual because we 

weren't able to convene in our regular room, 

the Shaftesbury Room, at Christ Church. 

Instead we held our meeting in the church 

itself. It seemed an appropriate venue to be 

singing Jerusalem! The meeting went 

smoothly and the officers were duly re-

appointed. Once all the official business was 

complete, we had a quiz about our 

members. The idea was to encourage new 

members to get to know everyone. Amongst 

other things, the quiz revealed that we didn't 

have a member present who was born in 

September. Surprising because September 

is statistically the most popular month for 

births in the UK. 
 

The Lunch Club members took a trip to 

The Hoggett and enjoyed an excellent 

lunch together at the beginning of June. 

We recommend their sweet potato chips! 

Food tastes so much better with good 

company. The members of the Garden 

Club and Scrabble Club will also be 

getting together a little later in the month. 
 

Following the success of last year's WI 

Christmas Craft Fair we are already taking 

bookings for our Christmas Craft Fair on 

Saturday 18th November at Chineham 

Village Hall from 11:00am-3:00pm. If you 

are a local crafter and would be interested in 

hiring a table at our event, please telephone 

me on 364631 for more details. 
 

If you are curious to see what you are 

missing at Chineham WI, please accept my 

invitation to come along to our next 

meeting on Monday 24th July at Christ 

Church, Reading Road, beginning at 7:30 

pm to check us out for free. We have Dr 

Frances Hurd with "Penguins in the Desert". 

You are very welcome to bring a friend (or 

two!). We look forward to meeting you. 
 

Pam Malcolm 
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News from the Beat 

Speeding: It would seem that speed 

still remains a very relevant issue for 

the inhabitants of Chineham as there 

still seems to be a high number of 

traffic related offences occurring. This 

is often caused by excessive speeding, 

most notably along Thornhill Way, 

which I would like to remind all 

residents is a 30mph speed limit.  
 

Both myself and other local officers 

have noted this limit is often 

exceeded, most notably in the late 

hours of the evening. Could all 

residents please keep in mind that 

keeping within the speed limit could 

make all the difference should an 

unforeseen situation arise. I would like 

to thank our Neighbourhood Speed 

Watch for assisting the police in 

ensuring these limits are observed and 

remind all residents that enforcement 

will be in place along the main routes 

in order to tackle the issue. 
 

Current Climate: As I am sure you all 

aware, in light of the recent attacks in 

both Manchester and London the 

police is doing its utmost to ensure the 

safety of our residents. I would like to 

ensure all our local residents have 

knowledge of the fact that the current 

threat level is set as SEVERE meaning 

an attack is highly likely. This is 

however assessed on a national level 

and there are no specific indications of 

danger to Basingstoke in particular. I 

would however like to urge all 

residents to remain vigilant and report 

any suspicious behaviour through the 

101 police non-urgent number unless 

they are witnessing an emergency. 
 

Changes to Staff: On a fairly 

unfortunate note, our recent addition 

t o  t h e  E a s t  B a s i n g s t o k e 

Neighbourhood Policing Team in the 

form of PC Neil Piper has sadly been 

moved to another role within the 

Constabulary for an as of yet 

undetermined amount of time. I would 

therefore make all residents aware of 

the fact that Neil will no longer be able 

to assist with any emerging issues. In 

light of this please do not hesitate to 

contact myself as the local officer for 

the area.  

 

Thank you very much, 

 

PCSO 16299 Krystof Nadvornik 

Chineham, Lychpit and Old Basing  

Neighbourhood Policing Team 

Basingstoke Police Station 

Please call 101 quoting collar 

n u m b e r s ,  o r  e m a i l : 

Basingstoke.Town.Police@hampshire.p

nn.police.uk. 

 

Old Basing Tennis Club 

July sees the start of Wimbledon, so 

we are hoping to see success from our 

British players! At Old Basing Tennis 

Club we have been involved in League 

Matches & will be holding our second 

American Tournament this month. We 

have also started to compete in our 

Annual Summer Tournament. 
 

Club nights have been well attended 

on Tuesday and Friday evenings at 

6.00pm & we have a Junior Coaching 

session Tuesdays at 4.30pm. If you 

would like to find out more about the 

club please contact Lynne Thomas on 

0 1 2 5 6  4 7 7 0 0 4  o r  e m a i l 

lynne.thomas8@btinternet.com - we 

are a friendly club & welcome new 

members. 
 

Lynne Thomas 
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Basingstoke 

NeighbourCare needs you! 
 

Drivers Required 

We provide a service for elderly people in 

YOUR community. Particularly for those 

who find it difficult to use public transport 

or lack the confidence to go out on their 

own.  We provide a driving service to pick 

them up from home, take them to their 

appointment and bring them home 

again, using our volunteer’s own car.  We 

also take clients shopping, to social 

events such as lunch clubs, helping them 

remain part of their community. 
 

We need drivers who can spare a few 

hours a week during the day time, 

Monday to Friday, and who have a car 

that is comprehensively insured and 

suitable for carrying an elderly person.  In 

return we will cover your petrol cost from 

home currently we pay 45p per mile.  

Some of our drivers currently work shifts 

and can only offer 1 or part of a day per 

week but even this amount of time can 

help us.  You can choose what hours/

days you are available and what duties 

you undertake. 
 

Befrienders Required 

Would you have an hour a week free in 

the daytime? (Monday to Friday). Many 

elderly people would love to have 

someone to come and see them for a 

cup of tea and a chat. You could be the 

first person they see that week who has 

time just for them! You will gain great 

satisfaction and help them to relieve their 

loneliness. We try to find you someone 

who lives near to you so that if you do not 

have your own transport you can walk to 

them. But if you have to use your car or 

public transport we will reimburse your 

costs. 
 

We need people who have time and 

patience and like talking to elderly 

people. You need to have good listening 

skills and be able to show empathy. We 

will provide you with training and support 

and match you with one of our clients. 

Our befriending co-ordinator will take you 

to your first meeting with our client and 

support you as necessary. 
 

If you are interested in either or both of 

the above opportunities please contact 

us by phone on 01256 423855 or email 

us on volunteering@neighbourcare.com. 

S e e  a l s o  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.neighbourcare.com for further 

information about our service. 
 

Hazel Tilbury (Trustee) 

Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

Registered Charity Number 1154382 
 

Basingstoke Camera Club 

A new exhibition of photographs will open 

on Saturday 26th August at the 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre in Festival 

Place, Basingstoke. The exhibition, entitled 

“New Perspectives: Basingstoke Camera 

Club Annual Exhibition" comprises over 40 

photographs from the UK and abroad, 

taken by members of Basingstoke Camera 

Club. Images range from wildlife pictures 

and abstracts through to landscapes. The 

exhibition is open during normal Discovery 

Centre opening hours. Running until 

Saturday 9th September, this free 

exhibition is a must see for anyone in 

Basingstoke interested in photography. 

Basingstoke Camera Club welcomes 

photographers whether novices or 

advanced. The club meets every Thursday 

at Oakridge West Community Centre. For 

further information on Basingstoke Camera 

C l u b  v i s i t  t h e  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.basingstokecameraclub.co.uk .      
 

Robin White 
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Nature Notes 

 

The first batch of fledglings had 

departed and the laurel flowers 

finished, so we took the opportunity 

to check for nests in the hedge 

before trimming it. Surprisingly there 

were none, although there were an 

amazing number of small yellow, 

yellow-striped and brown snails. My 

nature book stated there are 80 

species of common land snails in the 

British Isles; some with even left-

handed whorls. As these descended 

onto me, I carefully moved them to 

safe lower areas. I also found a 

mating pair of shield bugs who 

continued to cling together with one 

walking forward and the other in 

reverse as I moved the leaf. 
 

The cuckoos finished their distinctive 

call in the first week of June, despite 

beginning in March. I thought with 

the earlier beginning it might have 

also finished sooner but who knows 

nowadays due to global warming...? 

The magpies obviously do not have 

enough room in Hazel’s tree because 

two pairs have been engaged in 

feeding youngsters in the next tree. I 

shall have to wait until autumn 

before counting the nests. There are 

also collared doves and wood 

pigeons, so it’s crowded at the bird 

feeders. I dislike magpies as they 

sometimes eat the eggs of other 

birds. Again, by allowing them to eat 

from the feeders, I hope to prevent 

this happening.  
 

Nick told me that there are thirty 

house sparrows at his feeder, but as 

he lives on the South Coast, he is 

grateful that the sea gulls have left 

him alone. Sylvia is lucky that the 

great spotted woodpecker is a 

frequent visitor to her garden, 

especially as it must be feeding 

young at present. Of course they may 

be a pair as sexes are identical. 
 

I spent ages walking through Great 

Sorrell's Wood attempting to find 

herb-paris, which is the emblem for 

Chineham. It was considered fairly 

rare when I had seen it years ago, 

but brambles have now covered 

most of the open ground.        
 

I attempt to fill my garden with 

flowers for bees, mainly single-

petalled, and buddleias. Evidently 

bees prefer blue flowers, so I must 

purchase more! Enjoy the butterflies 

in Tollhouse Meadow on a sunny 

day. 
 

Ginny Wright 

ginny.wright2@btinternet.com,  

479562 
 

Linguatastic 

 

According to chartsbin.com, the 

world average official school starting 

age of compulsory education is 5.9 

years. Many children in England 

however, will be starting at the young 

age of 4 years and so this month, we 

shall be saying goodbye (or more like 

“au revoir”, “auf Wiedersehen” and 

“adios”) to some of our preschoolers 

as they leave our playgroups to start 

big school. Thankfully, we shall still 

be seeing most of them in our after-

school clubs, but it’s true to say that 

this time of the year always marks 

the end of an era.  
 

Whilst saying goodbye to our bigger 

little ones, we shall be saying a 



 

 

grand “hello” to some even bigger 

people from France coming to us to 

learn English. The youngsters will be 

staying with families locally and 

having English lessons in the 

morning and engaging in social/ 

cultural activities in the afternoon. 

Such trips may well become less 

common when/if the UK leaves the 

EU, but we at Linguatastic really 

welcome them since it is our belief 

that they provide a great opportunity 

for cross-national understanding.  
 

If you would like to be involved with 

this wonderful exchange of language 

and culture by hosting a student (for 

which you would be paid), then 

p lease get  in touch (e-mai l 

info@linguatastic.com or telephone 

471474). We look forward to giving 

the students a flavour of all that we 

have to offer in and around 

Basingstoke.  
 

Fiona Biermann 

 

Four Lanes Junior School 
 

Last week (5th—9th June) Year 6 

went on a residential trip to Calshot 

Activity Centre; it was a really rare 

experience where you get to do once 

in a lifetime sports. We went skiing 

and snowboarding on the dry slopes, 

climbing, abseiling, kayaking, cycling 

at the velodrome, archery, rifle 

shooting, crate stack challenge, 

ringos, beach orienteering, beach 

combing and so much more. Despite 

the chilly and windy weather, all of 

Year 6 had a great time trying new 

things and didn’t want to leave! The 

adults really enjoyed seeing the 

children working as a team and 

creating wonderful memories: they 

also got to laugh at the children 

struggling to put on cold wet suits!  
 

Heidi from 6H said “I really enjoyed 

archery because it was challenging 

and I might need to use the skill in 

the future. Also I really enjoyed 

abseiling as I took a risk and it was 

worth it. I really liked the flapjacks 

they gave us for a snack as well.”  
 

Katie from 6SB said “I really enjoyed 

abseiling because I liked the feeling 

of going down! I also enjoyed skiing 

because it was a great feeling 

rushing down the dry slopes. I 

enjoyed working as a team with my 

friends and encouraging them. I had 

a great time and want to go back”. 
 

Abigail and Molly from 6R said “We 

really enjoyed the skiing because at 

the beginning only two or three 

people had been skiing before but by 

the end of the week almost everyone 

could ski. We also enjoyed low ropes 

which was a team activity. There 

were multiple obstacles that we had 

to work together to get across and 

we only had three lives!” 
 

Back at school everyone has been 

excited to hear all about the 

adventures that Year 6 shared. We 

are now looking forward to lots more 

learning, getting ready for secondary 

school and we are already beginning 

to think about our End of Year 

Production.  
 

Abigail Bailey (6R) 

Molly Green (6R) 

Katie Sneddon (6SB) 
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Chineham Parish Council 
 

The Annual Parish Assembly: The 

Parish Council would like to thank Mr 

Graham Hatcher from Basingstoke 

Citizen’s Advice Bureau and PCSO 

Richard Green who attended the 

Parish Assembly and gave very 

i n f o r m a t i v e  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g 

presentations. 
 

Hanmore Road:  New park ing 

restrictions have been put in place on 

Hanmore Road by Hampshire 

Highways to seek to avoid a repetition 

of the dangerous parking that was 

experienced last year while the access 

to the Business Park off Hanmore 

Road/Cufaude Lane was closed. Work 

is due to begin on both the Crockford 

(Red Man) and Binfields (Tesco) 

roundabouts later this summer. To find 

out more information and see a map 

showing the new parking restrictions 

and to view maps of the proposed 

roundabouts works please go to the 

P a r i s h  C o u n c i l  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Zebra crossing: The Parish Council 

thought it might be useful to remind 

pedestrians of the Highway Code in 

relation to the zebra crossing on 

Thornhill Way outside the Village Hall.  

Rule 19 states: Give traffic plenty of 

time to see you and to stop before you 

start to cross.  Vehicles will need more 

time when the road is slippery. Wait 

until traffic has stopped from both 

directions or the road is clear before 

crossing. Remember that traffic does 

not have to stop until someone has 

moved onto the crossing. Keep looking 

both ways, and listening, in case a 

driver or rider has not seen you and 

attempts to overtake a vehicle that 

has stopped. Rule 20 states: Where 

there is an island in the middle of a 

zebra crossing, wait on the island and 

follow Rule 19 before you cross the 

second half of the road – it is a 

separate crossing. 
 

Petty’s Brook: Residents should have 

noticed that works have started on the 

brook and overgrown vegetation within 

the brook has been cut back.  

Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council 

will continue to monitor the condition 

of the brook at regular intervals.  

Should residents notice particular 

areas of concern, please report the 

location and details to the Parish Clerk 

via the contact details below. 
 

Grants: Section 137 of the Local 

Government Act 1972 empowers the 

Parish Council to spend some of its 

money, subject to limits, on purposes 

that it considers to be "in the interests 

of, and will bring direct benefit to, their 

area, or any part of it, or all or some of 

its inhabitants." Grants under Section 

137 are only available to Groups or 

Organisations (personal applications 

cannot be considered) and any grant 

requests must be supported by a 

Chineham Parish Council Grant 

Application Form which is available to 

download from our website or by 

contacting the Clerk. The request must 

be from a Group or Organisation that 

supports or has a direct benefit to the 

residents of Chineham. 
 

Overgrown vegetation: This is a plea as 

we move into the summer months to 

keep an eye on your boundary hedges 

and borders. Please keep them cut 

back and do not allow them to 

encroach on public footpaths. 
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Community Events: If you are holding a 

community event during the summer, 

please let us have the details and we 

can include them on our Parish 

Council website. 
 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 10 July 2017.  

The Meeting starts at 7.45pm and will 

take place in the Community Rooms at 

the Chineham Village Hall. 
 

The Parish Council is here to help the 

residents of Chineham, so if there is a 

Chineham issue you are concerned 

about, please feel free to contact the 

Clerk, Sally Jackson, on 01256 

4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 

c lerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 

Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston, on 

0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

ass istantc lerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 

 

Sally Jackson 

 

NWR 
 

This month we were all transported to 

our very own desert island with our 

own particular music choices as in the 

popular radio programme. We had a 

very eclectic range of favourites from 

"How much is that Doggie in the 

Window" to Bach's Mass in B Minor 

and enjoyed hearing a snippet of each.  
 

On the 1st June we had a very 

interesting and enthusiastic talk by the 

Chineham Library Manager in the 

library itself where she told us about 

all the many services and activities 

they offer, mostly for free. We were all 

pleasantly surprised and sure we will 

be making more use of our library in 

future. 
 

We have a full programme of activities 

this month with a trip to the cinema to 

see Lion and a visit to the Hawk 

Conservancy as well as our usual 

lunch club and reading group meeting. 

We are also planning a trip to the 

Christmas Markets of Valkenburg and 

Dusseldorf later in the year. 
 

We are a very social group and our 

meetings, which are very relaxed and 

lively, are usually held in the afternoon 

in each others' homes. There is a lot of 

information on the website: nwr.org.uk 

or to find out about our group, or to 

come along to any of our meetings (to 

check us out with no obligation to join) 

please contact Avril Keable, email: 

avrilkeable@hotmail.co.uk Tel: 01256 

322832 or Evelyn Jones, email: 

evelyncjjones@hotmail.co.uk Tel: 

01256 816636 
 

Diane Hope 

 

Basingstoke Community 

Café 
 

The weekly RCS Community Café has 

been running enjoyable craft activities 

for adults and parents, who created 

hand made lanterns. This is just one 

example of the types of activities 

available. Just drop in... we would love 

to see you. Thursday - 10:00-12:00, 

Oakridge Hall for All, Forsythia Walk, 

Basingstoke, RG21 5RG, 01256 

841024. 

 

RCS Services 



 

 18 

County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
In July/August 2017, Hampshire County 

Council (HCC) will be commencing major 

improvement works to increase the highway 

capacity and better manage traffic on the 

A33 between Ringway and Binfields 

Roundabouts. The scheme will complete the 

lane widening on the A33/A339 Ringway 

Roundabout, and add additional lanes on 

the approaches to Crockford Lane and 

Binfields Roundabouts, as well as adding 

traffic signal control on the major arms. 
 

The works will include major drainage 

improvements to help reduce instances of 

flooding between Crockford and Binfield 

Roundabouts. Investigations have already 

been undertaken into the drainage in the 

area and steps will be taken to widen and 

line an adjacent pond while creating a new 

drainage system to the pond to help prevent 

surface water collecting on the highway. 
 

HCC is aware of the traffic sensitivities on 

this route and whilst additional delays are 

to be expected during the course of the 

works, every effort is being made to 

minimise disruption including:  

*Keeping the existing number of lanes 

open during weekday peak periods 

*Ensuring road closures take place only 

during quieter times at weekends and 

overnight. 

*Utilising CCTV cameras and providing real 

time traffic information on variable message 

signs throughout Basingstoke to warn of 

congestion hot-spots and help people better 

plan and manage their journeys. 
 

Further details and updates can be found 

at www.hants.gov.uk/transport. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

Website: elainestill.com/elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 

Whilst reviewing my previous Chat 

articles on the long anticipated works 

on the A33 roundabouts, it was one 

year ago we had the warning shot 

across our bows that it was in 

planning. Now we have the notice 

given of the planned works and the 

legal traffic orders have been issued. 

These are effective from the 19 June 

for 18 months however at the time of 

writing we still do not know the start 

date for construction but as I have 

said, when we know you will know. 

 

We are experiencing another year of 

exceptional growth of our trees, shrubs 

and flowers and that brings along the 

issues of maintenance of our 

pathways for clear passage of all 

users. The Chineham Parish Council 

Clerks and the Ward Councillors are 

very sensitive to this and endeavour to 

maintain close contact with the 

Borough landscape team to help us in 

any way possible. I would ask 

residents to contact the Parish Clerks 

i n i t i a l l y  t o  r e p o r t  s e r i o u s 

encroachments and they will pass on 

the maintenance request. 

 

We have had reports of fly-tipping of 

household debris in the Moat area at 

the end of Farm View Drive and would 

ask anyone who witnesses such illegal 

activity to contact BDBC on 01256 

844 844. 

 

Have a great summer.  
 

Paul Miller 

Tel: 01256 467400 

Mobile: 07777 659022 

cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  



 

 

Rotary “Sitting with Jane” 
 

For a bit of fun for all the family, 

Basingstoke Deane Rotary has 

created three simple “challenges”. 

They are based around the “Sitting 

with Jane” event celebrating the life 

of Jane Austen, are simple to take 

part in, cost nothing to enter, but 

there are prizes to be won!  
 

Spot the Bench: There are 10 

beautifully painted “Sitting with 

Jane” bookbenches sited around the 

centre of Basingstoke. Rotary has 

captured photos of a small section of 

each bench. The challenge is to 

identify the benches from the 

photos. Entries back by August 31st, 

and all fully correct ones will be 

entered into a prize draw. For the 

more adventurous, try the bigger 

challenge to spot the 12 benches 

sited around our local villages.  
 

Rotopix17: This is a simple photo + 

caption competition in which all the 

family can get involved. Take a 

photo, add a caption to make it 

amusing, and together photo + 

caption need to fit the theme 

“Anything related to Jane Austen”. 

Have fun being creative!Entries back 

by August 31st, and there are 

awards for winners. 
 

Calling all Janes: If your name is 

“Jane” this is for you. Rotary invites 

you to pop along to visit our 

bookbench in Festival Place any time 

10:00 to 16:00 on Saturday 8th July. 

The bench is in Porchester Square, 

just outside M&S. There’ll be things 

going on, but you don’t need to get 

involved in any way. Just say “Hi” for 

a couple of minutes, and you’ll be 

entered into our prize draw. All Janes 

welcome!  
 

Basingstoke Deane Rotary is running 

these challenges to support the local 

Ark Cancer Centre Charity. To find 

out more details about all of them, 

and how to take part in each, simply 

go to our Basingstoke Deane Rotary 

website www.rcbd.org.uk. We think 

you’ll find them fun for all the family.  

 

Kevin Vickers 

 

Ball Court at Four Lanes 

Community Centre 
 

In response to the article printed in the 

April edition of the Chat regarding the 

Four Lanes Community facility, I would 

like to make the community aware 

that the Community Ball Court is still 

open to the public and can be booked 

for use through the Four Lanes Centre.  
 

The following information has been 

provided by the Joint Management 

Committee of the facility: "The ball 

court will be open for bookings when 

the Community Centre is open and the 

school is closed. Presently this is 

5.00pm until 9.00pm weekdays in 

term time and 9.00am-1.00pm on 

Saturdays and Sundays. These times 

vary during school holidays. The 

Community Centre can give you further 

information about availability at your 

time of booking. Unfortunately the 

Community Centre website is not 

currently working but please ring the 

Community Centre office on 01256 

810499 during office hours or 

alternatively by email." 

 

Mrs K Clark 
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Minister’s Message 

Love is an antidote for brokenness. The 

journey of life is full of variation. The 

path I am now on seems unfortunately 

quite tough. Wherever I look, I see 

chaos and disorder. It is as if there has 

been a hurricane overnight. Switching 

on the television recently, my daughter 

was excited to stumble across the 'One 

Love Manchester' show that was 

organised by Ariana Grande. It was a 

great show, but as we all know, the 

tragedy at the end sadly pointed to the 

great brokenness that exists in parts of 

our society. Many people were 

ruthlessly murdered or wounded all in 

the simple act of 'living life'. 
 

Can the apparent brokenness in our 

society be overcome purely by the 

amazing work of organisations to 

create better policing or intelligence? 

Or do we also need to see healing from 

that brokenness when it is evident in 

our lives as individuals? 
 

If we allow our need for power, 

fairness or our own particular kind of 

justice to blind us to the needs in 

others, then we inadvertently sow 

seeds of brokenness. Our harvest 

depends on how much we nurture our 

own selfish pursuits at the expense of 

the good for others. We are social 

beings. The need for interdependence 

is protected every time we value the 

richness that we draw from each 

other. Being self-interested in the 

wrong way can create a pocket of low 

pressure that starts the hurricane of 

brokenness that can develop in 

individuals, families or society. 
 

The message of Christ is a wonderful 

example of how a man built his 

kingdom based on love for others. If 

we experience his love, we can then 

love all others and begin to create a 

society that promotes human 

flourishing. Each of us can start 

creating points of high pressure and 

help introduce a new season of love 

for neighbour, family and stranger 

alike. Jesus said that the greatest 

commandment is to 'love God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind AND to love your 

neighbour as yourself'. 
 

As I walk through my own pain, I am 

learning to appreciate more and more 

these timelessly liberating and healing 

words. 
 

Farayi Nyakubaya  

(Basingstoke Community Church-East). 
 

Christ Church Activities 
Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am—

no charge, all welcome! The 9am 

service tends to be quieter and more 

reflective; we have a music band with 

drums and guitars at the 10.30am 

services when we also have groups for 

children and young people of all ages 

from babies to 18+. In July we will be 

looking at the “sticky pages” of 1 

Kings from the Old Testament. Come 

on a journey into a part of the Bible 

that we don’t often look at! Everyone is 

welcome. 
 

Daytime Holy Communion:  Tuesday 

25 July at 11am.  All welcome.  Lunch 

is served at 12noon on the same day 

– you are welcome to come to either 

event or both! 
 

Prayer: is there something you would 

like prayer for? Do let us know—

contact details below. If you would like 

to come and pray you are most 

welcome: our Prayer Room is open 

whenever the building is open. Drop in 
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to sit and pray in silence, or we can 

arrange for someone to pray with you. 

We meet weekly to pray on alternate 

Sunday and Monday evenings; you 

would be welcome to join us (please 

contact the office for details). 
 

Coffee and Co: 9.30—11.30am. Our 

café is open to all every Monday during 

term time; coffee and cakes are 

available, along with toys for the 

children and a warm welcome! 
 

Luncheon Club: 27 July, 12 noon. 

Everyone is invited to join us for a tasty 

two course meal—£5 for adults, £2.50 for 

children. Lifts may be available so if you 

need transport please let us know; there 

is no need to let us know if you are 

coming, but if you have any special dietary 

needs we do need to know in advance.  
 

123 Matinee Group: 11 July, 1-3pm. 

This social/support group is aimed at 

“older friends” although everyone is 

welcome; no charge. There will be a 

warm welcome, plenty of people to 

chat with and there wil l  be 

refreshments. If you are interested in 

coming along and/or helping you 

would be most welcome. 
 

CCBBies: Thursdays 10-11.15am. Our 

Thursday morning group for pre-school 

children offers free play, Bible stories, 

crafts, refreshments, friendship and 

fun; each week the children have a 

simple craft to take home and if the 

weather is good we will play out on the 

patio. Parents/carers are required to 

stay with their children – all welcome! 
 

Messy Church: 10 July, 3.45pm. 

3.45pm games/refreshments (so you 

can come straight from school), 

4.15pm activities, 5.15pm supper, 

5.45pm time to go home!  Families are 

invited to join us as we learn about 

Jesus and the Bible together in a 

creative way. There is no charge 

although we gratefully receive 

donations towards the cost of the 

food. If you have any special dietary 

needs we would appreciate knowing in 

advance, but otherwise please just 

turn up on the day! 
 

Kids’ Club: 15 July, 5—6.30pm. £1 

entrance fee (first visit free), bring your 

friends and some change for tuck and 

a hot snack. Crafts, music, fun and 

games for children at primary school. 

All welcome!  
 

C3Y: Fridays, 8—9.30pm. Our youth 

club for young people in year 6 and 

upwards is open for fun and games 

every Friday during term time in the 

Wesley Hall. The entrance fee is just 

£1 (first visit free); bring a friend as 

well as some spare change for tuck. 
 

Blood donation:  14 July.  Book your 

appointment to give blood at 

www.blood.co.uk 

 

Charity collections: we collect stamps 

(new and used), postcards, spectacles, 

socks, tools, bedding, tins and packets 

of food, and tops from supermarket 

milk bottles for various charities. We 

can find a home for most things so if 

you have anything you would like to 

pass on do contact us!  
 

Room hire: rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or on a regular basis. 

Contact us for details, or have a look on 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk. Prices 

start at £8.25 per hour (Community Rate) 

which includes use of the kitchen/snack 

bar where tea, coffee, sugar and squash 

are provided. Groups that regularly hire 

the church include Brownies, Breathe 

Easy and Tots Play along with a range of 

University of the Third Age groups 

including Mahjong and Painting. 
 

Ruth Randall 
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Probus Club 
 

Adrian Sindall had forty years 

working in the Diplomatic Service 

and he told the Probus Club of 

Basingstoke about some of his 

experiences that stretched across 

the world. From several countries in 

the Middle East, as a fluent Arabic 

speaker, to Peru and other parts of 

South America, including Falkland 

Islands negotiations with Argentina, 

to Australia and Brunei and finally 

back to the Middle East as our 

ambassador to Syria. 

 

His main topic was to consider the 

differences in Syria today with his 

time there twenty years ago. Then 

the main ally of President Assad 

(father of the current president) was 

Russia. This was both military and 

commercially where Syria adopted a 

Marxist style command economy. 

After the end of the Cold War and the 

collapse of the Soviet Union, Syria 

was left almost isolated and needed 

to develop relationships with western 

countries. It helped that Syria 

supported the allies in the Gulf War. 

When Assad died and his eldest son 

having previously been killed in a car 

crash, the second son, Bashar, was 

in London training to be an 

ophthalmogist and returned to 

Damascus to become the leader of 

the Ba’ath Party and President. 

 

With the rise of the Arab Spring 

movement across several countries 

the Syrian government fought to 

retain control of its country and 

Russia has regained influence by 

supporting them with military might. 

This has ensured that with various 

factions fighting against Assad, and 

sometimes amongst themselves, that 

the government forces supported by 

air strikes by Russian planes appears 

to have turned a corner in this 

conflict. The toll on the country, both 

culturally with the destruction by ISIS 

of World Heritage sites such as 

Palmyra and economically, has been 

substantial. Only time will tell if it 

ever recovers. 

 

See the Probus Club website at 

www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com 

for more information about this 

social club for retired professional 

and business managers 
 

Paul Flint 

 

Basingstoke Lions Club 

 

Liz Howe of the Dwelling Place/Night 

Shelter attended our business meeting 

where she was presented with a new 

computer and software to enable her 

to both run her charity and encourage 

her visitors to engage with technology. 

Our resident whizz kid will be on hand 

to help her deal with any glitches. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

8th Jul: Heritage Light Orchestra and 

supporting singers perform for us at 

QMC. This year’s concert, which is part 

of Basingstoke Festival 2017, is “All At 

Sea” and promises a very lively and 

interesting evening. You can buy 

tickets direct from our website  

www.basingstokelions.org.uk, from 

mauricehockley@hotmail.com or tel: 

01256 421867, or Toucan Travel at 

the Chineham Shopping Centre. 
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Welfare: Our Club and the Loddon 

Valley Lions Club (LV) have agreed to 

jointly support 2 projects:- 
 

a )  T e a m  R u b i c o n , 

www.teamrubiconuk.org. To keep 

teams busy when not engaged on 

disaster deployments they may 

undertake charity work. The Dove 

House Project is currently looking at 

refurbishment of the Privett Centre, an 

Outdoors Education facility, which may 

be of interest. We have agreed to 

jointly contribute to material costs if it 

goes ahead.  
 

b) Disport Games is an annual 

organised games day designed for 

people with a variety of disabilities. 

Costs are normally funded by 

Basingstoke Disability Forum which is 

unfortunately running out of money. 

The games are manned by volunteers. 

Julian Thomas, the games organiser, is 

looking for additional sponsors. Our 

Club and LV have pledged donations. 

If anyone else is able to help in any 

way, please contact the Treasurer, 

Pauline Lentell, on 07721 473465. 
 

c) Our Club also agreed to support St 

Joseph’s Church with their “Holidays at 

Home” for the elderly project and 

made a donation towards another 

piece of equipment needed by Helping 

Hands for the Blind. 
 

Our Club’s total commitment to the 

computer system and these projects 

to date is £1250. 
 

Lions Club Membership: Everything 

we do is to support our community. 

Take a look at the pictures on our 

website. It is a sociable activity 

which allows you to use your talents 

and learn new ones, exchange ideas 

(and sometimes even implement 

them) and generally have a good 

time. You can easily check us out at 

a business meeting or a dinner 

meeting. Just put your contact 

details on  the “Contact Us” page of 

our website and someone will get in 

touch. Give it a go! 
 

Philip Wilson 

 

Thanks to Chineham 

Samaritans 
 

May I take the opportunity via the Chat 

to express my thanks to three local 

residents who came to my assistance 

in early June when I had an accident 

on my bike on the old Reading Road 

and ended up bruised and bleeding 

profusely on the footpath. I was 

momentarily unable to move but 

within a minute two cars had stopped 

and the lady drivers came to see if I 

was OK and helped me up. At this 

point a third car stopped and another 

lady driver who turned out to be a 

qualified first aider drove me in her car 

to the local doctors’ surgery. Whilst I 

waited in her car she fetched out a 

nurse and got me into the surgery 

where I was cleaned up and my 

abrasions were dressed. Meanwhile 

one of the other two ladies walked my 

bike back to my house. 
 

Unfortunately I don’t know the names 

of any of these kind people but hope 

they read this expression of gratitude 

for their coming to my assistance in 

my hour of need. I can’t thank them 

enough. It is gratifying and reassuring 

to know that there are such good 

Samaritans in our community. 
 

Malcolm Collier 
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Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 
The Group held its annual open 

meeting on 7th June where 40 

members and 2 visitors were 

welcomed by the Chairman, David 

Cowling, who also expressed thanks 

for the large number of raffle prizes 

which had been donated. The 

Secretary then gave details of  

forthcoming trips to Beaulieu and 

Buckler’s Hard on Monday 10th July 

and Stourhead on Thursday 10th 

August (places still available).  
 

The speaker this month was Professor 

Alix Booth who gave a full history of 

The Punch and Judy show which has 

its roots in the 16th-century Italian 

commedia dell'arte. The figure of 

Punch is derived from the Neapolitan 

stock character of Pulcinella, which 

was anglicized to Punchinello. He is a 

manifestation of the Lord of Misrule 

and Trickster figures of deep-rooted 

mythologies. With help from her many 

puppets she recreated the show which 

evolved as we know it today in the 

Georgian period. She included many of 

the traditional characters such as 

Judy’s ghost, Hector the horse, Pretty 

Polly, the Doctor, Joey the clown, the 

Constable, Jack Ketch and the 

Crocodile and went on to explain how 

following a slight decline in popularity 

at the end of the 19th century a revival 

came with the railways and bank 

holidays when people went to the 

seaside and the Punch and Judy show 

followed. 
 

The next meeting is on 5th July when 

the speaker will be Mark Watts on 

Winchester Prison – Past and Present. 

The group meets on the first 

Wednesday of each month at 

Brookvale Village Hall from 10 am to 

12 noon and all retired Civil Servants 

and their partners are welcome. The 

year’s programme and further details 

about meetings and outings can be 

obtained from the Secretary Tony 

Brazier on 01256 418770 or at 

bjmapbr@ntlworld.com and if you 

would like to join us on any of our trips 

please contact Kate Lambeth on 

01256 328791. 
 

David Cowling 

 

Old Basing Royal British 

Legion 
Old Basing Royal British Legion are 

holding a Beer Festival on 15th July 

at the Jack Morris Hall, starting at 

2pm and continuing until late 

evening when we have live music 

booked.  We have four local 

breweries, Andwells, LongDog Mash 

and Triplefff, wine tasting, a cocktail 

bar and a champagne bar booked 

plus local food vendors. There will 

be a Hog Roast and Fish and Chips 

available on the day and Rossi's Ice 

creams will be on site too. 
 

For the children there is a bouncy 

castle, pony rides and (hopefully) 

donkeys, and we have outside 

seating and a garden where you can 

sit and chat if the weather is good. 

Other attractions to be confirmed. 

This event will raise money for the 

Royal British Legion Benevolent 

Fund and the Poppy Appeal. 
 

For all enquiries, please call me on 

0 7 7 7 2  8 8 3 9 6 4  o r  e m a i l 

hampshire.committee3@rbl.community 
 

Tim Russell 

Poppy Appeal Organiser 
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Vyne Evening Roof Tours 
As the National Trust’s The Vyne 

undergoes a £5.4 million roof project, 

the trust is offering exclusive evening 

roof tours in aid of fundraising for the 

project. Held on 13 & 20 July, 6-7.30pm, 

£30, book on 01256 883858 or visit: 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/the-

vyne/features/evening-roof-tours. 
 

A roof level walkway currently enables 

visitors to view the rooftop of this former 

Tudor palace as it undergoes repairs. 

The evening tour grants out-of-hours 

access to this walkway with a guide.  
 

This is a unique opportunity to uncover 

the unusual aspects of a project 

involving a historic house from 

painstakingly numbering every single 

brick dismantled from the chimneys to 

analysing paw prints found on historic 

tiles. Visitors can discover why the team 

are ‘sticking balloons up chimneys’ but 

won’t be touching The Vyne’s chapel 

roof until after September.  
 

The tour is followed by a drinks 

reception on the north lawn with light 

refreshments. Here, visitors will have the 

opportunity to leave their mark on The 

Vyne by signing a slate tile destined for 

The Vyne’s portico. Each tile is roughly 

the size of an A3 sheet of paper and will 

be part of the house for centuries to 

come. 
 

Karen Legg 

 

Chineham Conservation Group 
 

By June each year the full richness of 

Chineham’s green spaces is evident – 

a mosaic of gardens full of colour and 

variety, woods in full leaf and meadow 

areas full of buttercups if nothing else. 

Residents often stop when they see 

the group working or poking around in 

the undergrowth to say how much they 

appreciate the work that we do, and 

we are gratified that they notice. We 

don’t know of another area of 

Basingstoke where a residential area 

has been so successfully woven into a 

network of natural green spaces, full of 

wildlife, which have remained largely 

litter free and biodiversity rich for over 

30 years. 
 

The high standard that Chineham 

maintains in many of its green spaces 

sets the bar quite high for judging the 

quality of the complete network. We 

know what can be achieved, but there 

are some areas where the potential 

richness and variety is not currently 

being encouraged. With a little extra 

coordinated effort the whole wildlife 

network could reach that standard. 
 

Do you live next to a green space 

which could be enriched or better 

maintained to achieve a greater range 

of wildflowers, which would support a 

greater range of insects and birds? 

How about the roadside verges near 

you? Do they sport spring bulbs, 

primroses, orchids and or flowering 

and berry bearing shrubs in summer? 

We are already in touch with a number 

of community groups who are keen to 

enrich their own green spaces. If you 

have any thoughts or suggestions for 

enhancing a green space near you do 

get  in touch with Chineham 

Conservation Group to see what we 

can achieve together. You can find us 

v i a  o u r  e m a i l  a d d r e s s 

chinehamcg@gmail.com or find our 

f a c e b o o k  p a g e  C h i n e h a m 

Conservation Group. 
 

Marion Wolstencroft 



 

 

Four Lanes Community 

Centre 
 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: Wed 

9.30-11.00am, £12.00 for 6 weeks or 

£2.50 per week on a drop-in basis. For 

mums/dads, babies and pre-school 

children. There will be a range of 

activities including indoor and outdoor 

toys, arts and crafts, stories and 

rhymes, drinks and biscuits, all based 

in a safe and welcoming environment. 

Please contact us to register your 

interest. 
 

ZUMBA: Zumba is a popular fitness 

programme inspired by Latin dance. 

Mondays 7.30pm to 8.30pm, 

Tuesdays 7.00pm to 8.00pm. Cost: 

£5.25 Mondays, £6.00 Tuesdays, pay 

as you go. Contact Lisa (Mondays) 

07884 267722 or Candice (Tuesdays) 

07843 979340. 
 

Clubbercise: Fun, easy to follow dance 

fitness routines using glowsticks to 

club anthems from the 90’s to the 

latest chart music. Taught in a 

darkened room with disco lights. 

Thursdays 8.00pm to 8.45pm, classes 

to be booked in advance on 

bookwhen.com/clubbercisewithaimee 

o r  w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

clubbercisewithaimee/. 
 

Hatha Yoga: No previous experience 

required, suitable for all levels. Yoga’s 

combined focus on mindfulness, 

breathing and physical movements 

br ings  hea lth  benef i ts .  Yoga 

participants have reported better 

sleep, increased energy levels and 

overall better general health. Payable 

in blocks of 6 weeks cost £30.00 or 

drop ins welcome at £6.00 per class. 

Tuesdays 6.15—7.15pm at the Infant 

School. For further information and to 

book the course please contact Kati 

on 07450 226719 or emai l 

pumpkinyoga@gmail.com. 
 

Linguatastic: Languages include 

French and Spanish before school 

clubs; Italian, Spanish and French for 

adults; and French for secondary 

school pupils. For further information 

please email info@linguatastic.com or 

phone 471474. 
 

Good Companions—over 55s Group: 

Come  and enjoy tea and homemade 

cake with a variety of speakers and 

activities. Events available on request. 

Four Lanes Community Centre, 3rd 

Tuesday of every month. 
 

Holiday Play Scheme: The Holiday Play 

Scheme is a great idea to keep your 

children entertained during the school 

holidays. Open to school children aged 

from 4 to 11 years. The Holiday Play 

Scheme provides a fabulous day of 

activities supervised by our friendly 

and professional team to keep the 

children amused with arts and crafts, 

sports, games and fun food. The 

Holiday Play Scheme runs through 

every school holiday and inset days 

and is lots of fun. We have 2 options 

for session times: 

Session A: 8.30am to 4.00pm – price 

£14.75 

Session B: 8.30am to 5.30pm – price 

£18.00 
 

The above clubs are available to Infant 

and Junior children who attend school 

full time. 

 

Virginia Wyatt 
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Basingstoke Discovery Centre 

To book a place, order online from 

www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php, visit 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre in Festival 

Place, or call 01256 478670. Advance 

booking is strongly recommended. 
 

July events: 

2017 will mark the 200th anniversary 

of Jane Austen’s death and across the 

county the year will be packed with 

ta lks ,  walks, exhib it ions and 

performances to celebrate the author 

and her works. Jane Austen was born 

in Steventon and would have known 

Basingstoke well: join us for our 

celebrations. 
 

Celebrating Jane Austen 200: Parasol 

Duelling: Sat 1, 2pm, £3. The ancient 

and honourable sport of Parasol 

Duelling must surely have had its 

origins in the Georgian era – Elizabeth 

Bennett would no doubt have been a 

skilled exponent – and now attracts 

people from various historical re-

creation groups as well as the 

Steampunk World. Rediscover the 

rules and begin your journey into this 

most elegant of Ladies’ Sports. 

Discover Board Games: Sat 1, 15 & 

29, 10am–1pm, ages 3+, free.  

Board in the Library: Sat 1, 11am–

4pm and Wed 12, and 26, 2-6pm, 

free. Bring out your competitive streak 

with games like Splendour and 

Carcassonne. Or working cooperatively 

– try a game of Pandemic to help save 

humanity! 

Planet Earth: A Free exhibition by ‘The 

Hampshire Calligraphers’: Tuesday 4 – 

Sat 15. The Hampshire Calligraphers 

are a flourishing group of both 

professional and all other levels of 

calligraphers.  New members are 

welcome to attend the monthly 

workshops and classes to learn this 

craft and art form. Every year a 

themed exhibition is curated to 

encourage members to produce 

exciting work.  This year’s theme is 

“Planet Earth – a calligraphic 

celebration” and with this vast subject 

you can be sure of a wide variety of 

exhibits.  Please see our website 

www.hampshirecalligraphers.co.uk to 

find out more. 

Basingstoke Disability Connections: 

Tues 4, 12.30–2.30pm. Informal get-

together for people affected by 

disability 

Disability Signpost Service: Tues 4, 

10am-12noon. Drop-in for information 

on topics including transport, benefits, 

housing and more. 

Wonderful Wordsmiths: Wed 5 and 19, 

4-5pm, free. A fun creative writing club 

for 8-13 olds. 

Painting for Fun: Thu 6, 13 and 27, 

2.30–4.30pm, free. Informal group of 

painters who share tips and 

conversation in Coffee shop area. 

Hearing Impaired Reading Group: Fri 

7, 2pm – 4pm, free. An opportunity to 

meet people in a similar situation 

round a shared interest. 

Young Embroiderers Club: Sat 8, 10am

–12noon, ages 5-16, £5. Learn new 

skills and meet new friends. 

Chatterbooks: Sat 8, 10.30–11.30am, 

ages 8-11, free. Are you a Bookaholic? 

Do you enjoy sharing ideas, making 

new friends and exploring new 

subjects?  Join Chatterbooks. Sign up 

at the Information Desk in the library. 

Celebrating Jane Austen 200: Military 

Life during the Napoleonic Wars: Sat 8 

July, 2pm, £3.50. With Coldstream 

Guards 1815. The Napoleonic Wars 

were a series of conflicts fought 

between France and a number of 

European nations between 1799 and 

39 



 

 

1815. Jane Austen’s first 4 novels 

were written during this time and many 

of her characters were members of the 

military. Using replica uniform to 

illustrate his talk, Edward Cull, an avid 

living history enthusiast, will give an 

insight into what life may have been 

like at this time for those who joined 

the army and how day to day life would 

have been affected. 

Memory Box Project: Fri 14 and 28, 

10.30am–12.30pm. An exciting 

reminiscence project open to all. Drop 

in and share some stories around the 

interesting objects on display. 

Crime Fiction Reading Group: Sat 15, 

2pm, free. Meet others who share your 

enjoyment of this genre. 

Creative Writing: Wed 19, 2–4pm, £1. 

New members are welcome at this 

supportive group for writers of all 

genres and ability. 

Poetry Group: Wed 19, 10.30am–

12.00 noon, £1. Read and share 

poetry with other like-minded people. 

Celebrating Jane Austen 200: Jane 

Austen in Basingstoke-A Guided Walk: 

Thurs 20, 10.30am, £4. Led by Debbie 

Reavell - Basingstoke Heritage Society. 

Jane Austen was born in Steventon 

and lived there until she was 25. This 

guided walk around Basingstoke will 

visit the places she knew, the 

locations where she danced, where 

she shopped, visited – and where she 

gained inspiration for the world which 

shaped her novels. 

Film Group for Stroke Survivors: Fri 21, 

2pm–4pm, free. Our group meets 

each month to review films in a warm 

and friendly environment. If you’re 

interested in joining or would like 

fu r ther  in fo  p leas e  c ontact : 

basingstoke.discovery.centre@hants.g

ov.uk 

Children’s Crafts: Sat 22, from 10am, 

ages 3+, free. 

StreetPass: Sat 22, 11am–4pm, free. 

Experience a new level of social 

gaming with your gaming consoles. 

Learning in Libraries: Get More From 

Your iPad: Mon 24, 10am – 4pm, £30. 

Gain a more in-depth knowledge of 

what you can do with your iPad, 

including how to resolve problems. 

This course is intended as a follow-on 

from the initial Get To Know Your iPad 

course and content may be altered to 

suit the requirements of the learners. 

There are a limited number of iPads 

available to borrow: please make your 

request at time of booking. 

Summer Reading Challenge Craft: Fri 

28, from 10am, ages 3+, free.  

Celebrating Jane Austen 200: Sat 29 

July–Sat 7 October. An exhibition of 

books and documents from the 

collections of Hampshire Libraries and 

the Hampshire Record Office. 

Celebrating Jane Austen 200: An 

Afternoon of Music, Dance and Song 

for Jane Austen: Sun 30, 3pm – 5pm, 

£10. With The Madding Crowd. Join 

The Madding Crowd for a summer’s 

afternoon concert of the music and 

songs that would have been known to 

Jane Austen and who will illuminate 

the social history of her time, with 

entertaining readings from diaries, 

newspapers and other contemporary 

sources.  There may be some dancing 

such as she would have enjoyed 

participating in too. Refreshments are 

included. 

Visually Impaired Reading Group: Mon 

31,  10am–12 noon,  f ree .  An 

opportunity to meet people in a similar 

situation round a shared interest.  
 

Phil Jarvis 
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Chineham Road Matters 
After reading the introduction in the 

previous months chat, I felt compelled to 

write. I live in Richards Field and being an 

avid dog walker, consistently see cars 

parked irresponsibly on pavements, 

blocking pedestrian access. I’ve been 

driving for over 25 years and always 

responsibly park my car, taking into 

account pedestrians’ right to use 

pavements! Also having two children I 

can understand and appreciate the need 

for safe pedestrian access to pavements. 
 

Unfortunately, due to the many 

inconsiderate drivers living in Richards 

Field and Chineham generally I find 

myself taking the law into my own hands 

(due to the police being largely ineffective 

in this matter). Where a car has parked 

selfishly blocking pedestrian access to 

pavements, mirrors have inadvertently 

been pushed back. Drivers really do get 

the message when they find their mirrors 

adjusted by the frustrated pavement 

walker. (You know who you are?). Indeed 

I’ve been confronted on at least one 

occasion by inconsiderate drivers having 

their mirrors adjusted by my lack of 

manoeuvring ability and I’ve presented 

my case - to which they have no-one to 

blame except themselves. The worst type 

of offender are those that  block those 

crossing points with lowered curbs and 

‘force’ pedestrians to avoid the ignorant 

owner’s vehicle that has been dumped 

on the pavement. 
 

The zebra crossing at Chineham Village 

Hall is a disaster waiting to happen. It’s in 

the wrong place (as previously reported) 

and I have found myself taking my life 

into my own hands crossing on it. Indeed, 

it’s safer to cross at the ‘island’ closer to 

the Village Hall as at least there’s no 

preconception that the traffic is required 

to stop before attempting the crossing. 
 

Now speeding, I’ve been caught 

‘speeding’ on Hanmore Road many 

moons ago. The only reason that’s a 

30mph zone is the street lighting on it. I 

would support the Speed Watch crew 

monitoring the speed around the Zebra 

crossing area as that’s where 

pedestrians are at severe risk. Hanmore 

Road, aside from the portion around the 

nursery, is not the danger area, there’s 

plenty of foresight to any danger due to 

grass surrounding the road and fewer 

pedestrians. 
 

I might finally add that our beloved cat 

was run over in Richards Field, killing him 

eventually, which especially really upset 

my children. We’ll always be grateful to 

the driver or resident that showed some 

compassion to take him to the vets so as 

to end his suffering. This was most 

probably parking/speed related. 
 

Chris Moore 
 

RCS Volunteer Day 

We would like to invite you to the RCS 

Volunteer Open Day! Come and explore a 

variety of volunteer opportunities, 

providing you with vital skills, confidence 

and experience to progress into the future. 

Wednesday 5th July 10:00 - 12:00, 

Longmeadow Centre, Andover, SP10 5DE. 
 

Full information and role descriptions 

provided, opportunities for questions and 

to speak to current volunteers, full training 

provided for all positions, refreshments 

provided. 
 

For more information please contact 

0 1 2 6 4  3 5 9 2 2 3  o r  e m a i l 

enquiries.rcs123@gmail.com. 
 

RCS Services 
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