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Have you stumbled across any pretty painted stones lately while strolling around 

Chineham or the wider Basingstoke area? You may have found them hidden in 

play parks, on bridges, tucked on top of fences or just placed by the wayside. If 

you have found any but haven’t a clue what is going on then just consult the 

Basingstones page on Facebook. The idea is to decorate stones, label them with 

the Basingstones name, then hide them around your local area for others to find. 

Once found, they can be photographed and uploaded to the Facebook page, then 

re-hidden for someone else. 

 

A deceptively simple premise, yes? Yet it brightens the briefest walk, looking out 

for those little flashes of colour by the wayside (and some of the hiding places 

have been amazing). If you have children, exercise suddenly becomes a thing of 

great excitement as “we’re going on a stone hunt, going to catch a big one…”. 

Let’s face it, anything that makes winter walks more attractive has to be a good 

thing, and I for one will be testing my highly questionable art skills in the near 

future. Look out for hidden treasures and join in!  

 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 

We have now put January behind us, 

having taken the opportunity of using a 

relatively quiet month in the club’s 

calendar to refurbish the gents’ toilets. 

This work is now complete. 
 

February events: 

Mon 5th: Bingo in lounge bar at 8pm 

Sun 25th: Members’ monthly draw. This 

will take place between 3 and 4pm. 
 

The club has a lot to offer, including both 

Sky and BT Sports, which are shown on our 

big screen. People joining now will have no 

further membership fees to pay until May 

2019. 
 

John Prince  
 

Chineham Village Hall 

AGM and Committee Membership: The 

Annual General Meeting of the Chineham 

Village Hall Management Committee will 

be held at Chineham Village Hall 

Committee Room at 8.00pm on Monday 

26th Feb. The meeting will receive the 

reports and accounts for the year ending 

31st December, and will elect up to 10 

members for the committee of 

management. Residents of Chineham 

who are aged 18 or over are entitled to 

attend the meeting and vote. Entrance to 

the Committee Room is via the Lounge 

Bar of the Village Club. 
 

As detailed in January’s Chat, we are 

currently looking for additional members 

to join the Management Committee, 

meeting once a month to discuss and 

resolve any issues that may arise. If you 

are a Chineham resident aged 18 or over 

and are interested in being nominated for 

the Committee, please complete the 

nomination form in full. The form should 

be received by the Secretary, Mrs J 

Chamberlain, 4 Cuffelle Close, Chineham, 

RG24 8RH by 20th Feb. If you have any 

queries, please telephone 07927 

649083 for further information. 
 

Lynne Hughes 
 

I, …………………………………...………………….. 

(print full name), am willing to be 

nominated for election to the Chineham 

Village Hall Management Committee and 

to accept and act in the Trusts of the 

Charity of Chineham Village Hall and 

Recreation Ground. I am aged 18 or over 

and I am a resident of Chineham. 
 

Signature of Nominee: 
 

……………………………………………..………… 
 

Address:……………………………………..……. 
 

………………………………………………………… 
 

Tel No: ……….….………………………………… 
 

Proposed by: 
 

………………………………………………………… 
 

Address:…………………………………………… 
 

………………………………………………………… 
 

Seconded by: 
 

………………………………………………………… 
 

Address:…………………………………………… 
 

………………………………………………………… 
 

Chineham Library 

It seems unbelievable that half term is 

already upon us this month. However our 

regular activities will be continuing as 

usual during this time. For children this 

will include the preschool rhymetimes on 

Tuesdays, with the under ones at 10am 

and the over ones at 11am. Preschool 

storytimes take place every Saturday 

except the first in the month at 10am, 

and craft sessions take place on the first 
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Saturday between 10 and 12. The 

Chatterbooks children’s reading group 

meets on the 15th February and the 

15th March at 3.45–4.45pm. For 

information about future coding club 

dates please see the staff. We also 

have a special event coming up for 

children of Charlie’s storytelling parties. 

The date for this is the 12th February 

with sessions at 1.45 and 3pm costing 

£3.75. Tickets can be booked via the 

library and it should be good fun! 
 

Regular activities for adults continue as 

usual with the Crime Reading group 

meeting on the 3rd February and the 

17th March, and CHIPPS on the 14th 

February and the 14th March. The new 

reading group and the new creative 

writing groups have now held their first 

meetings and would love to have more 

members join them. Age Concern will 

continue to hold their regular computer 

sessions for the over 50s on 

Wednesday mornings between 10am–

1pm. For details and to book a place 

please contact the area office on: 

01256 423874. 
 

There are also some interesting 

activities coming up in the near future. 

There is a Harry Potter day on the 1st 

February to include themed activities 

and any children who attend are 

encouraged to dress up. This will run 

from 4–6pm. From the 19th February 

until the 12th March we are running a 

free course called ‘Art for Wellness’ 

with sessions from 10am–1pm. This is 

free to attend but places need to be 

booked through the library. On the 17th 

March at 2pm we are holding a session 

on Container Gardening, with some 

plants available for sale afterwards. 

This will cost £4 to attend and places 

need to be booked. 
 

We have more events and courses 

planned for this year so do watch out 

for these and support them where you 

can. Social media is excellent for the 

most up-to-date information.  
 

Cathy Foster 
 

Chineham WI 
 

We have settled back into the 

comfortable rhythm of Scrabble Club, 

Gardening Club, Lunch Club and 

monthly meetings after the break for 

the Christmas holidays. In addition to 

the regular events, we also have a 

meal planned to help brighten up the 

long winter evenings. This year we are 

visiting Zizzi's in Basingstoke town 

centre. There is also the opportunity to 

see a WI exclusive production of "The 

Armed Man" at The Anvil. Performed by 

Portsmouth Choral Union, backed by a 

live orchestra. It will be a moving event 

and the first of a variety of special 

events being planned to celebrate 

Hampshire Federation's centenary this 

year. 
 

It's always a delight to welcome new 

members to our WI. The centenary 

definitely makes 2018 a great year to 

join us! If you are new to Chineham, 

this is a great way to meet new friends. 

Don't be shy, come along to the 

Shaftesbury Room, Christ Church, 

Reading Road, Chineham for 7:30 pm 

on 26th February. You are assured of 

a warm welcome from a group of lively 

ladies. Here are just some of the 

upcoming topics on offer in our 2018 

programme: 
 

26 Feb: Murder - Behind the Headlines 

26 Mar: Craft Evening 

23 Apr: Ladies of the Tower 
 

Pam Malcolm 
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Chineham Parish Council 

Warm Homes Scheme: Does your home 

have storage heaters, room heaters or a 

solid fuel fire? If so, you might be 

eligible for funding to upgrade your 

heating facilities through Basingstoke & 

Deane Borough Council’s new Warm 

Homes scheme. If you meet the 

scheme’s eligibility criteria then funding 

could be provided for the installation of 

a new air source heat pump or oil boiler, 

up to seven radiators, thermostatic 

radiator valves and a wireless digital 

programmer. In most cases the funding 

will cover 100% of the cost (subject to 

survey). If you are interested in this 

opportunity to upgrade your home 

heating system and think that you may 

qualify for funding then more 

i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/warm-homes. 

If you have any queries, please contact 

Sarah Muskett, Assistant Climate 

Change Officer on 01256 845315 or at 

Sarah.Muskett@basingstoke.gov.uk.  
 

Precept: At the January meeting of the 

Parish Council, it was agreed that a 

precept of £37,000 be requested from 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough 

Council for 2018/19. It was also noted 

that the Parish Council would receive a 

grant for the Council Tax Support 

Scheme of £510. The precept request 

equates to a contribution of 

approximately £11.80 per annum for a 

typical Band D property. 
 

Grit Bins: There are a number of blue or 

yellow bins filled with salt and/or grit for 

use in Chineham on public roads and 

pavements. They are not provided for 

private use. Residents can report that a 

bin requires refilling via the HCC website 

www.hants.gov.uk. Alternatively, please 

contact the Parish Council with the 

location details and we will report it. 
 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 12 February. 

The Meeting starts at 7.45pm and will 

take place in the Community Rooms at 

the Chineham Village Hall. The Parish 

Council is here to help the residents of 

Chineham, so if there is a Chineham 

issue you are concerned about, please 

feel free to contact the Clerk, Sally 

Jackson on 01256 474500 or email 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the Assistant 

Clerk, Julia Johnston on 01256 324345 

or assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Sally Jackson 
 

Murder in the Main 

The Basingstoke Lions Club (BLC) is 

proud to present “Murder in the Main” on 

Saturday 17 March, 7.30pm for 8pm, at 

St. Leonard’s Centre, Rectory Road, 

Oakley, RG23 7ED. Guaranteed to set the 

brows a-furrowing, the brains a-ticking 

and probably the throats a-chortling, the 

Club is delighted to be working with The 

Oakley Pantomime Society (TOPS), to 

offer an evening of mystery, murder and 

mayhem.   
 

Formed seventeen years ago by Ann 

Davis and a few local folk who had 

decided that Oakley should have its own 

pantomime, TOPS staged its first 

production, “Cindy’s Fella”. To their 

surprise, people liked it, so they went on 

to produce more pantomimes, cabaret 

nights and murder mysteries, as well as a 

children’s theatre workshop. The result? 

Their productions are a regular sell-out, 

attended by a loyal audience of followers. 
 

Add this factor to the large number of 
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people who consistently attend the Lions’ 

Club’s events whatever the act, tickets 

are likely to go quickly and space is 

limited, so potential ‘detectives’ are 

advised to book their seats as soon as 

possible. Bring picnics to help feed the 

brain – a bar will be provided to offer 

drinks at very reasonable prices.   
 

The Basingstoke Lions Club has a packed 

programme for the next year featuring 

several new acts which promise the 

usual high quality for which the Club has 

b e c o m e  k n o w n .  ( S e e 

www.basingstokelions.org.uk). Tickets for 

‘Murder in the Main’: £10 , available from 

t h e  L i o n s ’  C l u b  w e b s i t e : 

w w w . b a s i n g s t o k e l i o n s . o r g . u k /

fundraising.html, John Hibberd: 

jhibberd440@btinternet.com, 01256 

461086/07736 736687 and Ann 

Vicars: av@mypostoffice.co.uk, 01256 

781927/07808 574809. 
 

Ann Vicars 
 

Live Music Tea Dance 

On Sunday 18th March, 2:00pm until 

5:00pm at Chineham Village Hall David 

Smith will be presenting a Live Music Tea 

Dance with the raffle proceeds in aid of 

Chineham Village Hall.  
 

There will be live music with David Smith 

himself at the keyboards. David has 

recorded many CD albums for dancing 

throughout the years with the Savoy 

Music Label. Last year David Smith 

Dance School raised £250.00 for the 

Chineham Village Hall Funds. If you would 

like tickets or for further information, 

please contact David: tel: 07791 

7 4 9 1 6 3  o r  e m a i l : 

david@davidsmithdance.com. 
 

David Smith 
 

Marie Curie Daffodil Day 

Happy New Year and thank you very 

much for your generosity at Chineham 

Shopping Centre last year; we raised an 

amazing £884.22. Marie Curie Cancer 

Care provides home nursing for 

terminally ill people and runs some 

hospices in the UK. Unfortunately they 

are unable to provide nurses in the 

Basingstoke area but they do have 

nurses in other parts of Hampshire. They 

also fund research into palliative care. 
 

The major fundraising event of the year is 

the Daffodil Day which is the 24 February 

this year. If you can spare an hour or 

more please call Sally on 023 8026 

3123 or go to www.mariecurie.org.uk/

daffodil to register for a collection near 

you. Thank you. 
 

Sally Sansom 

 

Lions Club Fundraising 

Loddon Valley Lions Club have just 

completed a busy and rewarding 

December. Beginning on the 1st day of 

the month our Father Christmas Float 

visited local villages on a total of 20 

nights and thanks to the efforts of our 

members and friends and the generosity 

of local residents a grand total of 

£11,500 was raised for charitable 

purposes.  
 

In addition to our Float activities Saturday 

16th December saw a total of 110 

Christmas hampers sent to worthy 

recipients throughout our area - we are 

always happy to have potential recipients 

i d e n t i f i e s  t o  o u r  C l u b  a t 

www.loddonvalleylions.org or 0845 833 

7494. 
 

Ken Williamson 

Loddon Valley Lions 
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Nature Notes 

 

I saw daffodils in flower before 

Christmas and now primroses are 

blooming at the bottom of the 

garden. Even the catkins are opening 

up. On checking through the notes 

for last February, I had written that 

the weather was cold at this time. 

Perhaps it is raining more this year. I 

know that it has been difficult to 

work in the garden. I managed to 

move a few pots around one 

afternoon and discovered dozens of 

worms under each one. These were 

placed onto the borders because I 

worry about squashing them. Not so 

any slugs. They were transported to a 

new home across the road. It was 

surprising how fast they could move 

once I had awakened them from 

sleep and dropped them on a saucer. 

Past experience has shown they 

won’t wait around to be eaten, but, if 

I don’t put them in a sealed 

container, I lose them. I think my 

birds prefer bird food anyway, or is it 

they can’t be bothered.   

 

A small hedgehog had been feeding 

at the front from November until 

December 21st. It was not bothered 

by the cat, and in turn, the cat 

ignored it. Do animals have a form of 

communication? A lady in One Stop 

asked me that question after she 

had spotted a squirrel and a cat 

“yowling” at each other in one of the 

copses. 

 

Robert emailed to say he had seen 

the egret a number of times around 

Petty’s Brook, especially after the 

water level had risen with all the rain. 

He has also been lucky to have a pair 

of nuthatches feeding on peanuts in 

his garden. I wonder if that is the 

same pair that was munching on 

occasions in my garden. At times 

during the last few years a solitary 

nuthatch had visited both our 

feeders, which suggests he/she is 

now bringing a partner to the 

ga rdens  where peanuts  a re 

displayed. Pairs of long-tailed tits are 

also more regular visitors to my 

hanging feeders, along with the usual 

blue tits, great tits, house sparrows 

and hedge sparrows (dunnocks). The 

main difference between house and 

hedge sparrows is the beak, which in 

the latter is thin, as opposed to the 

thick one that the house sparrow 

has. They do not belong to the same 

family either, but I find the beak is 

enough to differentiate when peering 

at a group. During the last week 

approximately six blackbirds have 

joined the mealtimes so it must be 

near to mating time. 

 

Just north of Chineham  an annual 

event occurs in mid-Feb to March 

depending on the weather.                     

What is it?: Toads need to cross a 

road to mate in the local pond but 

many end up squashed by traffic.                                    

Can you help?: A rescue team is 

being organised to save these 

creatures on the one night they 

decide to cross. Would you be 

prepared to assist? If so, please 

phone me or send an email. A few 

hours will make all the difference. 

 

Thanks for your contributions.  
 

Ginny Wright 

ginny.wright2@btinternet.com  

479562 

 



 

 

Four Lanes Infant School 
Year R’s topic is Transport. They are 

learning about different types of transport; 

land, water, air and transport from the past. 

They are designing their own types of 

transport! They will be going on a transport 

walk around the local area in Chineham. 

Year R are also working on counting, 

recognising and ordering numbers to 20.  
 

Year 1 are learning about winter. They have 

been on a winter walk and have looked at 

how the seasons change from autumn to 

winter. They have been writing instructions 

about how to build a snowman (in case it 

snows!). We have ‘Fun Fit’ next week so 

they have been working hard practising 

and learning to skip and control a ball.  
 

On Monday 8th January, Year 2 flew to 

Kenya! First we had to line up next to the 

flight departure screen with our suitcase, 

passport and our boarding pass (we made 

them before). We went to check in, showed 

our boarding passes and went to security. 

We had to wait and then walk through a 

frame. Some people got through easily but 

others had to get checked to see if they 

had any metal on them when it beeped. 

Next we had to wait for our seat number to 

be called. First they said seats 1-20 then 

bigger numbers until everyone was on the 

plane. When we got on the plane we sat in 

the right seat. We had to put on our 

(pretend) seatbelt and wait for the pilot to 

take off. We watched a video of us taking 

off. When we were in the air we had some 

water and watched a short video. When we 

had to land we watched a video of us 

landing. We got our suitcase and got off the 

plane, had our passport and suitcase 

checked and then went to start finding out 

about Kenya. We looked at how far we had 

to fly (10 hours), over Europe and other 

countries. Kenya is hot, hot, hot because 

Kenya is on the Equator. There are lots of 

animals in Kenya like wildebeest, 

antelopes, giraffes, elephants, zebras, 

rhinos, monkeys and other animals. We are 

reading and writing about the book 

Handa’s Surprise, which is set in Kenya.  
 

Jack Jones, Neel Kumar, Jessica Mason 
 

Greening Chineham 

Please don't get excited – the group has 

not reformed, although I live in hopes! 

There are, however, some developments 

within the borough which may be of 

interest: 
 

Basingstoke Green Week: It has been 

decided to run this annual event a little 

later in September, to give organisers 

more time to make plans once people 

have returned from their summer holidays. 

It is not decided yet whether it will be 22nd 

or 29th September and hopefully it will last 

more than a week. Watch out for more 

information nearer the time. 
 

It is also hoped to include a green 

presence alongside the usual annual 

Basingstoke events such as the Festival of 

Transport in May and Basingstoke Live in 

July. Look out for further information. As 

part of Fairtrade Fortnight which begins on 

26th February you are invited to a 

showing of the film: The True Cost, at The 

Anvil, on Friday 9th March at 7.45pm 

(tickets are free). 
 

Finally, how do you feel about litter-

picking? Some feel it should be used as a 

punishment whilst others see it as the 

responsibility of us all to keep Chineham 

clean and tidy. I have been asked to 

arrange regular walks for picking up litter 

along the lines of the one which took 

place here during the last Greening Week. 

If this appeals to you please contact me 

on jeanmartyn123@btinternet.com. 
 

Jean Wilde 
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Basingstoke Symphony 

Orchestra 

 

Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra 

presents a Spring Classics Concert on 

Saturday 24th February, 7:45pm at The 

Anvil, Basingstoke. Pieces are 

Humperdinck - Hansel and Gretel 

Overture, Reinecke - Ballade for flute and 

orchestra, Dvorak - Slavonic Dances and 

Saint-Saens - Organ Symphony. 
 

Our spring concert brims over with 

p o p u l a r  R o m a n t i c  c l a s s i c s . 

Humperdinck’s delightful Hansel and 

Gretel Overture from his fairy-tale opera is 

based on a number of folk-inspired 

themes including the charming 

Abendsegenor Evening Hymn. Although 

not so well-known today, Reinecke was a 

very influential musical figure in his day. 

Sandra Ball, one of the orchestra’s 

flautists, plays his beautiful Ballade which 

is full of late-Romantic harmony, skillful 

counterpoint and ever-pleasant melodies. 

Inspired by Brahms’ Hungarian Dances, 

Dvorak’s Slavonic Dances were originally 

written for piano duet but were soon 

orchestrated at the request of his 

publisher and have become very popular 

and often-played staples of the orchestral 

repertoire. Hampshire-based organist 

Graham Bint joins the orchestra to 

perform Saint-Saens’ Organ Symphony, 

one of the 19th century’s most significant 

and technically sophisticated orchestral 

works. 
 

Tickets £13-24, under 16s only £2 (must 

be accompanied by an adult). 

Concessions available for over 65s, full 

time students £12, £10, £6.50. Group 

and early bird booking discount also 

available. 
 

Sandra Ball 

NorthHantsMum 
 

N o r t h H a n t s M u m  ( h t t p : / /

www.northhantsmum.co.uk) is a blog 

providing Inspiration for pregnant mums 

and families with young children in 

Basingstoke and North Hampshire. 

Thank you for your support in 2017! 

 

We now have a team of volunteers 

writing, formatting, writing review posts 

and providing technical support for 

NorthHantsMum. These 17 ladies and 2 

gents have helped me to keep NHM 

going this year and I couldn't have got 

through it without their support.  

 

The NorthHantsMum community 

managed to raise £1.5k for charity this 

year, which is brilliant! Thank you to 

everyone who was involved in the "Girl 

Power" bench #Sitt ingwithJane 

fundraising campaign. The bench is now 

available for all to sit on at the 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre. Also, 

thank you for ALL of the lovely feedback 

that we have received this year. It makes 

all of our time worthwhile when we 

receive messages of thanks and support. 

Thank you for continuing to support 

NorthHantsMum!  

 

If you are pregnant or a parent of babies 

and/or young children (6 years and 

under) and live in, or near, Basingstoke 

please consider visiting and subscribing 

to the NorthHantsMum blog - it provides 

information on things that are happening 

in the area and a little bit about my 

experience of being a mum. Many of the 

posts are relevant to parents who don’t 

live in the area. 

 

Louise NorthHantsMum   
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Four Lanes  

Community Centre 

Good Companions over 55s group: 

Four Lanes Community Centre, 3rd 

Tuesday of every month. 

Hatha Yoga: Thursdays 6.15pm to 

7.15pm at the Junior School. Payable 

in blocks of 6 weeks cost £30.00 or 

drops in welcome £6.00 per class. For 

further information and to book please 

contact Kati on 07450 226719 or 

email pumpkinyoga@gmail.com. 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: for 

mums, dads, babies and pre-school 

children. Weds: 9.30am—11.00am on-

going. £12.00 for 6 weeks or £2.50 

per week on a drop-in basis. Please 

contact us to register your interest. 

Pegasus Karate Club: Traditional Wado 

Ryu Karate for beginners and advanced 

students. Wednesdays 7.00pm to 

9.00pm at Four Lanes Junior School. 

Contact: 07733 410370. 

Zumba: Mondays: 7.30pm to 8.30pm, 

Tuesdays: 7.00pm to 8.00pm. £5.25 on 

Mondays and £6.00 on Tuesdays, pay 

as you go. Contact: Lisa 07884 267722.  

Clubbercise: Thursdays 8.00pm—

8.45pm. Classes to be booked in 

advance on https://bookwhen.com/

clubbercisewithaimee or https://

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

clubbercisewithaimee/. 

Summit Judo: Fridays 3.40pm—

4.40pm. Contact Paul Hamilton by 

email info@summitjudo.co.uk or call 

07917 005862. 

Linguatastic: Languages include: French 

and Spanish before school clubs, Italian, 

Spanish and French for adults, French for 

Secondary School pupils. For further 

i n f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e  e m a i l 

info@linguatastic.com or phone 471474. 
 

Virginia Wyatt  

Scout Centre Fundraising  
We are organising several fundraising 

events to help fund the Baden-Powell 

Centre for the Guides and Scouts. For 

those who aren’t aware the Old Scout and 

Guide hut was flooded in January 2009 

and became unusable then condemned. 

We have applied for some grants and are 

also fundraising to enable us to be able to 

rebuild this facility. In November 2017 we 

held a very successful quiz night with fish 

and chip supper and thanks to the 

generosity to those who attended we 

raised a massive £850. 
 

On Thursday 8th February we are holding a 

Charity Indian night at the Raj of Black 

Dam. Tickets go on sale on Friday 13th Jan 

and are £20 per person, this includes a 

voluntary £5 donation to the Baden Powell 

Centre. There will be a raffle too. 
 

On Saturday 3rd March we are holding an 

auction night with a 3 course dinner at the 

Bolton Arms. There will be a silent auction 

and then a main auction. If any local 

business would like to donate an item or 

service for us to auction please email on: 

fundraising4newhut@gmail.com. More 

details to follow but if you would like to 

reserve places then please contact us by 

email. Tickets will go on sale early 

February.  
 

On 24th March we shall be holding a  

table top sale at Old Basing Village Hall 

with different crafts and activities. If you 

are interested in having a table then 

please let us know and we can let you 

have more details. 
 

If you are interested in any of the above 

events or would like to help on the 

fundraising committee please contact us on 

fundraising4newhut@gmail.com. 
 

Paula McBride 
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
Residents of Chineham and Hampshire 

generally will be pleased to hear of a 

double win— in  economic and 

environmental senses. Hampshire 

County Council has rolled out its first 

electric vehicles. Fuel costs for these 

vehicles will be 97% lower than the 

equivalent diesels. HCC is also looking at 

which vehicles in its 156 small vehicle 

fleet could be replaced with electrics. This 

could save  over £200,000 every year.  
 

The first win is controlling costs and 

hence our council tax. The second win is 

in reduced carbon emissions helping to 

give us cleaner air in Hampshire and 

contribute to reducing the effects of 

global warming. Electric vehicles could 

save an estimated 400 tonnes of carbon 

emissions. Around 40 new electric vehicle 

charging points are also planned at sites 

across Hampshire—including country 

parks—with some available for public use. 
 

The council continues to look at all ways 

to save costs and reduce carbon 

emissions. HCC has already saved nearly 

£30 million in energy costs over the past 

seven years after cutting its carbon 

emissions by 38% since 2010. It has now 

set a more ambitious target to cut carbon 

50 per cent by 2025. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07864 691342 

elainestill.com, elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 
 

Borough Cllr Paul Miller 

Colder weather has arrived in mid-January 

so we must exercise caution on the roads 

and slippery pavements. We shall see 

whether the drop in temperatures will 

herald the arrival of wintery showers and 

HCC has reminded us that the grit bins 

are filled for use on the roads and 

pavements only and not to be spread on 

private property. 
 

We have been notified that after the 

current A33 major roundabout works 

have been completed towards the end of 

2018, upgrade work will commence at 

the Thornhill Way/A33 intersection – part 

of the larger plan. 
 

As I write, we have suffered a spate of 

vehicle break-ins in the streets off 

Hanmore Road with the police appealing 

for drivers not to have valuables visible 

and so tempt would-be miscreants from 

attempting to steal. All areas suffer from 

these outbreaks from time to time so it is 

worthwhile reinforcing this advice not to 

leave valuables open to view. It may be 

worth mentioning that laptops and tablets 

can be detected even when switched off/

on standby so these need to be removed 

from the vehicle and taken indoors. Any 

suspicious behaviour observed near 

vehicles needs to be reported to the 

Police as soon as possible. 
 

Paul Miller 

Borough Councillor, 13 Four Lanes Close 

01256 467400 / 07777 659022 

cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  
 

Old Basing Tennis Club 

Not long now until the summer season 

starts! We are all looking forward to 

playing tennis outside in the evenings 

again. Our first club night will be on 

Tuesday 27th Mar at 6.00pm, so please 

do get in touch or come along, we’d love 

to see you - new members welcome. For 

more information about the club, 

including junior coaching, please contact 

Lynne Thomas on 477004 or 

lynne.thomas8@btinternet.com. 
 

Lynne Thomas 



 

 

Abacus Nursery Anniversary 
Abacus nursery school on Hanmore Road, 

Chineham, not only celebrated Christmas 

this week but also celebrated the 

manager’s 20th year at Abacus. 
 

Sho Tiwari started working at Abacus on 

the 4th December 1997 as a nursery 

assistant and has worked her way up to 

manager throughout the years. During the 

children’s Christmas carol concert this 

week, the children were asked what they 

like about Sho, amongst the lovely 

responses included ‘I just love seeing 

Sho’, ‘she tells me that she is proud of 

me’, ‘she gives us stickers and treats’ The 

children presented Sho with some gifts 

and a cake.   
 

Louise Hayes, the owner of Abacus 

Nursery School says ‘We are very lucky to 

have Sho; the children, parents and staff 

love her. Previous parents and children 

that attended Abacus always remember 

Sho and I am often asked if she is still at 

Abacus. Abacus nursery school will be 

looking to hold something in the summer, 

where past and present families will be 

invited to celebrate with Sho. If you used 

to attend the nursery please contact Sho 

on sho.tiwari@abacusnurseryschool.co.uk. 

Sho Tiwari says ‘I would like to thank 

Louise and all my past and present 

parents and their families in helping and 

supporting me in my journey in Abacus for 

the last two decades. I hope and pray I 

can continue to work to the best of my 

abilities in the coming years!’ 
 

Louise Hayes 
 

Old Basing Royal  

British Legion 
Spring is almost upon us and you may 

be looking to clear out some of your 

old clothes and shoes. If that sounds 

like you then we have collection bags 

at Legion Hall in Crown Lane and 

would welcome your donations. When 

you have some to donate please 

contact either Tracey or Kyle Merritt 

after 5pm at the club or myself and we 

will be happy to see you. All proceeds 

go to the Poppy Appeal, if you have 

any questions please contact me, Hon 

Poppy Appeal Organiser Tim Russell 

on either 0777 288 3964 or 

Hampshire.chairman@rbl.community. 
 

Tim Russell     

 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Friday March 2nd, 10:30am, The 

Methodist Church, Old Basing. This 

interdenominational service is open to 

all, men, women and children. This 

year’s country focus is Suriname, and 

the title is ‘All God’s Creation is Very 

Good!’ 
 

From the official press release: This is 

not simply a day of prayer for women, 

but for everyone who cares about our 

world and those who live in it.  
 

Refreshments served afterwards. 
 

Denise Baugh 

 

Chat Distributors Needed 

Thank you to all who responded to our 

recent adverts. We still require road 

distributors for the following: 
 

 Parkwood Close 

 Binfields Close 

 Chineham Shopping Centre 

 Birchwood (temporary cover) 
 

Please get in touch if you would be 

able to take on any of these vital roles. 
 

Mike & Kathryn 

479594, distribution@chinehamchat.com 
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Minister’s Message 

Introducing The Hub! Once upon a time, 

when Chineham housing was just 

beginning to expand, a group of us began 

meeting in our home to encourage each 

other in the growth of our relationship with 

God. Our home eventually became too 

small for us to meet and once Four Lanes 

School was built and we were welcomed 

into the community facilities, it became a 

wonderful meeting place for us as a 

church, over many years. Hundreds of 

people have come and gone during this 

time, in nearly every case moving on into 

far flung or significant spheres of influence.  
 

In order to concentrate more on helping 

others find God and to give more time to 

becoming involved in the community, we 

have amalgamated some of our Sunday 

services with two of the other 

Basingstoke Community Churches and 

are meeting as 'The Hub' in the Apollo 

Hotel near the hospital. We have 

strengthened our varied small groups in 

the area of Chineham and Bramley and 

will continue to gather in Chineham on a 

regular basis but with a slightly different 

format. Our whole aim is to make it 

possible for more people to discover how 

to know God in the same way as many of 

us have discovered and experienced. He 

is totally trustworthy, faithful and forgiving 

so how can we help but want to introduce 

him to others! Anyone is welcome to join 

us, whether you have been to church 

before or are beginning a search for a 

deeper meaning to life. We love to 

encourage people on their journey of 

faith! For any further information, please 

feel free to contact Phil and Helen Norris 

or Hazel Marchment on 01256 316000. 
 

Hazel Marchment  

(The Hub. One of the Basingstoke 

Community Churches). 

Christ Church Activities 

Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am—

no charge, all welcome! The 9am 

service tends to be quieter and more 

reflective; we have a music band with 

drums and guitars at the 10.30am 

services when we also have groups for 

children and young people of all ages 

from babies to 18+. During February 

will be looking at how we can follow 

Christ. 
 

Daytime Holy Communion: Tuesday 27 

February, 11:00am. 
 

Prayer: is there something you would 

like prayer for? Do let us know—

contact details below. If you would like 

to come and pray you are most 

welcome: our Prayer Room is open 

whenever the building is open. Drop in 

to sit and pray in silence, or we can 

arrange for someone to pray with you. 

We meet weekly to pray on alternate 

Sunday and Monday evenings; you 

would be welcome to join us (please 

contact the office for details). 
 

Coffee and Co: Mondays 9.30-

11.30am. We will be open every 

Monday in term time for delicious 

coffee and cake, good company and 

toys for the children. Everyone is 

welcome. 
 

Luncheon Club: Tuesday 27 February, 

12:00am.  Tickets cost £10 and must 

be booked in advance so please give 

us a call if you would like to attend.  
 

123 Matinee Group: 13 February, 1-

3pm. This social/support group is 

aimed at “older friends” although 

everyone is welcome; no charge. You 

will find a warm welcome, plenty of 

people to chat with and there will be 

refreshments and a range of activities. 
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If you are interested in coming along 

and/or helping you would be most 

welcome. 
 

CCBBies: Thursdays, 9.30am to 

11.15am. This group is for pre-school 

c h i ld ren  a nd  the i r  pa ren ts /

grandparents/carers for free play, 

refreshments, games, stories from the 

Bible and songs.  Each week there is a 

craft for the children to take home.  

There is no charge although we do ask 

for a contribution towards the cost of 

the refreshments.  
 

Messy Church: There is no messy 

church in February, the next event is 

12 March. 
 

Kids’ Club: 3 February, 4:30-5.45pm 

(Please note the earlier start time). £1 

entrance fee (first visit free), bring your 

friends and some change for tuck and 

a hot snack.  
 

C3Y: No meeting in February, next 

meeting 16 March. (C3Y is now 

meeting once every half-term). 
 

Charity collections: we continue to 

collect stamps (new and used), 

postcards, spectacles, socks, tools, 

tins and packets of food, and tops 

from supermarket milk bottles for 

various charities. Unfortunately we are 

no longer able to collect all bedding as 

there has been a change of 

management at the local homeless 

shelter, however, we can receive single 

bedding and we can find a home for 

most things so if you have anything 

you would like to pass on do contact 

us! Thank you everyone for your 

continued support. 
 

Room hire: rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or regular basis. 

Contact us for details or look on 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk. 

Prices start at £8.50/h (Community 

Rate) which includes use of the 

kitchen/snack bar where tea, coffee, 

sugar and squash are provided. 

Groups that regularly hire the church 

include Guides, Chineham Board 

Gamers and Bridge, along with a range 

of University of the Third Age groups 

including Patchwork and Latin.  
 

Further information: if you would like 

to know anything about the life and 

activities of Christ Church please 

contact Gill on 01256 474280/

office@christchurchchineham.org.uk 

or drop in to the office which is open 

on Monday to Friday from 9.30am to 

2.30pm. You can also find out 

information about Christ Church at 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk, on 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/

christchurchchineham) and follow us 

on Twitter @ccChineham  
 

Owen Brooker, Church Warden 
 

Probus Club 
The Probus Club of Basingstoke, the 

social group for retired professional and 

business managers, listened with interest 

about radio broadcasting memories in 

the era of 1930s - 60s. It was presented 

by John Pitman, who grew up during 

WW2 on a farm near Winchester, where 

the “wireless” was the main form of 

information and entertainment. 
 

Like many places in those days his home 

had no electrical supply and the radio 

was powered by an accumulator, an early 

form of battery consisting of glass phials 

filled with acid and it had to be taken 

away for recharging. However radio 

broadcasting goes back to the turn of the 

twentieth century after the invention of 

valves made it possible to receive 
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electrical signals. The first broadcast took 

place on Christmas Eve 1906 from the 

New York Metropolitan Opera House but 

the only listeners were ships moored in 

New York harbour. 1920 saw the first 

radio news broadcast by the Marconi 

Experimental Station at Whittle near 

Chelmsford followed two years later with 

regular entertainment programmes. The 

British Broadcasting Company morphed 

into the Corporation in 1926 becoming 

the BBC. 
 

Many memories were stirred as old radio 

programmes were recalled, ITMA, 

Worker’s Playtime, Have a Go, In Town 

Tonight, Ray’s a Laugh, Much Binding in 

the Marsh, Life with the Lyons, Meet the 

Huggetts, Take it from Here, Dick Barton, 

Journey into Space, Two Way Family 

Favourites, Billy Cotton Band Show, the 

Goon Show, Round the Horn, Mrs Dale’s 

Diary and The Archers. Who would 

believe that a ventriloquist’s dummy 

would have a successful radio show 

called Educating Archie. The New York 

Opera still broadcasts on Christmas Eve 

but today over 300 radio stations around 

the world carry the programme. 
 

For more information about the Probus 

C l u b  s e e  t h e i r  w e b  s i t e 

www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com 

or phone Paul Flint on 07770 886521. 
 

Paul Flint 

 

Basingstoke Lions Club 
 

Our VDG Ken Staniforth attended our 

last business meeting. He’s always a 

welcome guest as he’s not one of the 

platitude-peddling corporate clones 

that we often entertain. The purpose of 

his visit (apart from enjoying our 

delightful company) was to present 

some long service awards. So, 

congratulations Brian (45 years) and 

Denise (15 years). Between those two 

stalwarts would have been Philip (30 

years) had I not been off sunning 

myself in New Zealand. Instead, when 

my name was announced some wag 

muttered “who’s Philip?” which 

apparently caused mass hysteria. So, 

what follows is a bit of pay back! The 

Club celebrated the festive season 

with a Christmas Dinner. I’ve seen the 

pictures. It was more like something 

out of “The Rue Morgue”. And 

apparently there was some dirty 

dancing – the mind boggles! It’s much 

more likely to have been reminiscent 

of “The Monster Mash” by Bobby 

Pickett. Enough already! 

 

Members of the Club have been out at 

various locations tin shaking in aid of 

our Christmas Giving. Thank you all for 

your marvellous response. The guy 

who said “you’d have to bring back 

public hanging to enthuse the people 

of Basingstoke” clearly got it all wrong. 

All it takes is Lennie our dancing Lion, 

a bit of lively music, and everyone gets 

right into the spirit of the season – at 

least we hope that was the spirit that 

got into the man who donated the 

entire contents of his pockets. Those 

whom we have helped in the past are 

always particularly generous, and you 

warmed the cockles of our collective 

hearts by supporting our first 

Bunnings’ Sausage Sizzle when the 

temperature was a lip-blistering 3 

degrees. Once again, many thanks. It 

was also great to be congratulated 

several times on the quality of our 

shows, particularly the Sussex Jazz 

Kings and the Heritage Light 

Orchestra. We also had a request to 

28 



 

 

bring back ABBA Sensation, but that 

will have to wait until 2019. 

 

Our Christmas community support 

commitments currently stand at 

£2400. But we’ve had a couple of 

other requests, special blankets for 

refugee children in Syria, and an 

entertainer for children having to 

spend Christmas in Basingstoke 

Hospital. We will support both. 

 

10th February: Moscow Drug Club at 

QMC – tickets are selling like 

hotcakes. Call Maurice, you might get 

lucky. Contact Maurice Hockley: Email 

mauricehockley@hotmail.com or Tel: 

01256 421867 

 

3rd March: Swimathon at the Town 

Centre Pool – This is an early 

opportunity to get a team together and 

get “summer” fit. It’s a tough event, 

but the enthusiasm on the night is 

hard to beat! Contact Tony Bamberger: 

Email tony.bamberger@hotmail.co.uk  

or Tel: 01256 850254. 

 

17th March: Murder Mystery at St 

Leonards Oakley – Well-known and 

popular Oakley resident Ann Davis is 

organising the murder and mayhem 

for us. Latest scuttlebutt is that a 

member of the audience will be the 

“victim” Fancy your chances? You can 

bring your own picnic and we will be 

running our usual competitively priced 

bar. Contact: John Hibberd: Email 

jhibberd440@btinternet.com  or Tel: 

01256 461086 

 

Details of all forthcoming events can 

be found on our website at 

www.basingstokelions.org.uk. 

 

Lions Club Membership: Put your 

contact details on the “Contact Us” 

page of our website and someone will 

get in touch.  
 

Philip Wilson 

 

Linguatastic 
 

There are lots of celebrations around 

the world at this time of the year. At 

Linguatastic this month, we will be 

celebrating Chinese New Year. This year 

is that of the dog. Those born in the year 

of the dog are said to be objective, 

observant and cautious. Other “dog 

years” include: 1934, 1946, 1958, 

1970, 1982, 1994 and 2006. 

According to Chinese astrology, the 

luckiest things for dogs include: 
 

-The numbers: 3, 4, and 9 

-The colours: red, green, and purple 

-The flowers: rose and cymbidium 

orchids 

  

With our Spanish groups, we’ll be 

getting into carnival-mode. Across Spain 

at this time of the year you can come 

across superheroes, medieval knights, 

pirates, clowns or zombies as you walk 

through the street. People dress up in 

vibrant costumes and masks and 

celebrate both night and day before the 

more serious period of Lent. Indeed, a 

popular belief is that the term “carnival” 

derives from the words “removal of 

meat”, referring to the excesses that led 

up to the sombre Lent. In any case, it is 

certainly a time for partying and we’ll be 

doing just that with our pre-schoolers, 

primary school children and maybe even 

the adults too! 
 

Fiona Biermann 
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Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 
The Chairman, David Cowling, welcomed 

members to the first meeting of 2018 on 

3rd January and wished everyone a Happy 

New Year. The Secretary, Tony Brazier, 

gave details of the forthcoming trips to 

either Kensington Palace to see the 

display of Diana’s dresses, or the Science 

Museum, on Tuesday 20th February and 

to Oxford, go as you please, on Thursday 

22nd March.  
 

There then followed a presentation by 

Tom and Sheena from Wiltshire Farm 

Foods. They gave a short history of the 

company from its foundation in 1992 as 

Waldens Wiltshire Foods Ltd, its takeover 

in 1995 by Apetito, getting the Queen’s 

Award for Innovation in 2005 until today 

where the majority of the business is 

operated on a local or regional basis by 

some sixty franchisees. All the food used 

in their meals comes from known, mainly 

local, sources and is all cooked at their 

kitchens in Trowbridge where it is 

immediately fast frozen. Customers then 

order from a range of over 300 fuss-free 

meals and desserts for all appetites and 

special dietary requirements for easy 

microwave or oven cooking. Uniformed 

drivers in liveried refrigerated vehicles 

then deliver even offering a freezer 

packing service to frail customers who find 

it difficult to perform tasks such as 

bending.  After the talk members were 

able to sample a variety of the foods 

including a selection of cakes and 

pastries. 
 

The next meeting is on 7th February when 

the speaker will be Barbara Cummins on 

Cycling USA. The group meets on the first 

Wednesday of each month at Brookvale 

Village Hall from 10 am to 12 noon and all 

retired Civil Servants and their partners 

are welcome. Further details about 

meetings can be obtained from the 

Secretary Tony Brazier on 01256 418770 

or at bjmapbr@ntlworld.com and if you 

would like to join us on any of our trips 

please contact Kate Lambeth on 01256 

328791. 
 

David Cowling 
 

Mad Hair Day 
St. Michael’s Hospice is delighted to 

announce their fun campaign Mad Hair 

Day which this year is on Friday 9th 

February to raise much needed funds for 

the Hospice. The local community are 

encouraged to wear crazy wigs and style 

their hair in weird and wacky ways all in 

the name of generating vital money for 

North Hampshire’s only adult hospice. 
 

‘Mad Hair Day’ is the perfect excuse to go 

wild and have fun with your hair’, says 

Lynne Grimshaw, Community Campaigns 

Co-ordinator at the Hospice.  ‘Maybe you 

have always wondered what your hair 

would look like pink, permed or in a 

beehive, or perhaps ladies, you have 

always wanted to be brave enough to 

have your head shaved, or gentlemen your 

legs or chest waxed. Well, Friday 9th 

February is the day to give it a try. You can 

have great fun and really help your local 

Hospice at the same time by getting 

sponsored too.’ In the past, the Hospice 

has had wonderful support from schools 

and hairdressers but individuals and 

businesses are always welcome to join in 

too. 
 

For more information about supporting 

Mad Hair Day or holding an event, 

please call Lynne in the Fundraising 

Department on 01256 848845 or email 

lynne.grimshaw@stmichaelshospice.org.

uk for a fundraising pack.  
 

Sue O’Flinn 
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Four Lanes Junior School 
As always the Year 6 children have been 

using their creativity to produce intriguing 

and varied independent work. Here is a 

taster of their work when asked to focus 

on the element of surprise within an 

everyday situation. 
 

Story by Ellie – Year 6:  

It was just another normal, boring day at 

school and it was break time. I was 

walking to the playground and I saw 

something out of the corner of my eye but 

I thought that I was imagining it so I 

carried on walking. When I was half way 

between my class and the playground, I 

decided to go back and see what it was. 

Once I got there, I read it and it said that 

Mr Roberts and Mr Hearfield were 

wanted criminals! I ran to the playground 

and told all of the Year Sixes and they 

were so amazed and surprised that they 

went to see it after break. What a weird 

day that was! The next day I got to school 

and my teacher, Mr Roberts, wasn’t 

there! At break time there was a different 

poster. It stated that Mr P. Roberts and 

Mr T. Hearfield had been caught and 

were in prison. What did they do to be 

wanted criminals and end up in prison?  
 

Story by Lilly – Year 6: Secret School 

For no secrets are kept forever. Nobody is 

trustworthy…not even teachers. RING! The 

ear-splitting school bell rang and children 

shoved forwards towards the playground. 

“NO PUSHING!” called out Mr Hearfield. 

Most teachers go to the playground. All 

except one…He checked behind him to 

make sure nobody was watching or 

waiting. He pushed down on the key-pad 

and slipped into the teachers’ office. Clara 

already knew the password so she rushed 

in to follow him. “UNLEASH!” he said. 

Clara’s suspicions were pointing to the 

one and only… Mr Hearfield! 
 

The teacher opened the window and the 

cold breeze rushed in. He laughed evilly and 

spun round. He then suddenly changed into 

his vampire clothes and unleashed his bat 

army. “We now go visit Amy. She is waiting, 

always waiting”, the teacher told his bats 

and stared at a picture.  
 

“MR HEARFIELD! YOU’RE A VAMPIRE!” 

Clara shouted while pointing her finger. 

The figure turned around to reveal 

himself. “M-Mr Roberts?” Clara gasped. 

She ran for the door but Mr Roberts’ bony 

fingers grabbed her by the neck. “GO. 

MEET. DEAR. OLD. AMY!” He shouted at 

her. The passing students could only hear 

screams and crying… As teachers went to 

investigate, they only found an open 

window and nobody ever saw Clara 

again… Never trust teachers (unless they 

give you sweets!). 
 

P.S. Mr Hearfield and Mr Roberts aren’t 

really wanted criminals or vampires…or 

are they?! We hope you enjoyed reading 

our wonderful works of fiction. 
 

Mrs Becousse, Young Authors’ Club 
 

Basingstoke Horticultural Society 

In 2017 we have enjoyed talks ranging 

from climate change in the garden to 

growing herbs. We would now like to 

give others in the Basingstoke area the 

opportunity to benefit from the 

speakers we have booked for 2018.  

Monday 19 February: The Dahlia Year 

(Nick Gilbert) 

Monday 19 March: The Lavender 

Fields (Tim Butler) 
 

Our meetings are held at Kempshott 

Village Hall, Stratton Park, Pack Lane, 

Basingstoke RG22 5HN. Meetings 

commence at 7.30pm. For further 

details or enquiries tel. 01256 

466281 or 01256 324185. 
 

Philip Wraight 



 

 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre 

To book a place, order online from 

www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php, visit 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre in Festival 

Place, or call 01256 478670. Advance 

booking is strongly recommended. 
 

February events: 
 

Children’s Crafts: Sat 3, from 10am, 

ages 3+, free. 

Basingstoke Disability Connections: 

Tues 6, 12.30–2.30pm. Informal get-

together for people affected by disability. 

Disability Signpost Service: Tues 6, 

10am-12noon. Drop-in for information 

on topics including transport, benefits, 

housing and more. 

Northanger Abbey and the Gothic Novel: 

Wed 7, 6pm, £7. Cyphers Theatre 

Company provide an insight into the 

process of adapting Jane Austen’s gothic 

satire, Northanger Abbey, for the stage. 

Including readings from the Gothic novels 

that inspired Austen, as well as extracts 

from Cyphers’ own stage adaptation, the 

evening will chart the journey from Gothic 

literature through Austen and to the 

modern stage. 

Board in the Library: Wed 7 & 21 2-6pm, 

free. Bring out your competitive streak with 

games like Scrabble and Carcassonne, 

work co-operatively in Pandemic or use 

your little grey cells with Cluedo!  

Wonderful Wordsmiths: Wed 7 & 21, 

4—5pm, ages 8-13, free. A fun creative 

writing club for 8-13 olds. 

Memory Box Project: Fri 9 & 23, 

10.30am–12.30pm. The memory box 

project is an exciting reminiscence 

project open to all. Drop in and share 

some stories around the interesting 

objects on display. 

Discover Board Games: Sat 10 & 24, 

10am-1pm, ages 3+, free. 

Young Embroiderer’s Club: Sat 10, 

9.30am–12.30pm, ages 6-17, £5. 

Learn new skills and meet new friends. 

Charlie’s Storytelling Parties: Mon 12, 

10 & 11.15am, ages 3+, £3.75. Join 

children’s entertainer and actress 

Charlie Sanderson for 45mins of 

storytelling, singing and other surprises! 

We Love Harry Potter: Wed 14, 11am–

1pm, ages 3+, free. Craft, colouring, 

Library trails – all to celebrate our love 

of JK Rowling’s wizard books! 
 

Hampshire Pride: LGBT History Month 2018 
 

Straight Young British Men: Kissing, 

Cuddling and Loving each other: Wed 14, 

6pm, £3.50. With Professor Eric 

Anderson, Professor of Masculinities, 

Sexualities and Sport at the University of 

Winchester. This talk, led by Basingstoke 

resident Professor Anderson, will examine 

how declining homophobia has led to a 

total redevelopment of what it means to 

be masculine for college and university 

students today. Using research data he 

highlights that, in addition to homophobia 

being socially unacceptable, young 

straight men are kissing, cuddling and 

loving each other. He shows that old 

binaries of 'straight and gay' no longer 

work for males of this generation and that 

once taboo sexual practices are no longer 

stigmatized. 

Britain on Film on Tour - LGBT Britain: 

Sat 17, 2pm, free. With films spanning 

1909 to 1994, LGBT Britain 

documents a century in which 

homosexuality went from crime to 

Pride, via decades of profoundly 

courageous activism, and the shifting 

attitudes to LGBT people and their 

rights across the board. Members of 

loca l  support  g roups –  and 

refreshments – will be available after 

the screening for anyone who wishes 

to discuss any of the issues raised. 
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Places available on a first-come, first-

served basis. This film contains a 

sequence of flashing lights which 

might affect customers who are 

susceptible to photosensitive epilepsy. 
 

Family History Drop-in: Tues 20, 10am 

– 12noon, free. 

Creative Writing: Wed 21, 2–4pm, £1. 

New members are welcome at this 

supportive group for writers of all 

genres and ability. 

Family Chess Coaching: Sat 24, 10am-

1pm (drop in), free. David Graham and 

members of the Basingstoke Junior 

Chess Club will be visiting to offer 

hints, tips and guidance for complete 

beginners as well as to those with 

some knowledge and experience. 

Nintendo Basingstoke: Sat 24, 10am 

– 4pm, free. Experience a new level of 

social gaming with your Nintendo and 

other gaming consoles.  
 

Helen Beevers 
 

Events at Anvil Arts 

 

Thu 1 Feb, 7.30pm, The Anvil 

The Snow Maiden: based on a traditional 

folk tale and set in the snow covered 

landscape of rural Russia, this seasonal 

sparkler follows the Snow Maiden as she 

dances into the human world. Tickets: 

£41.50, £36.50, £34; over 65s and f/t 

students £3 off (excludes top ticket 

price); under 16s £19. 
 

Fri 2 Feb, 7.30pm, The Anvil 

The Nutcracker: On Christmas Eve, as 

snowflakes fall outside, the warm glow of 

the open fire sends flickering shadows 

across the boughs of the Christmas tree 

and all the presents beneath. When 

midnight strikes, enter a fairy tale world 

where nothing is quite as it seems. 

Tickets: £41.50, £36.50, £34; over 65s 

and f/t students £3 off (excludes top 

ticket price); under 16s £19. 
 

Sat 3 Feb, 2.30pm & 7.30pm, The Anvil 

Swan Lake: The greatest romantic ballet 

of all time is brought to life by 

Tchaikovsky’s haunting and unforgettable 

score. Tickets: £41.50, £36.50, £34; 

2pm performance £36.50, £34, £29; 

over 65s and f/t students £3 off 

(excludes top ticket price); under 16s £19 
 

Wed 7 Feb, 7.30pm, The Anvil 

Suggs: What a King Cnut*: Due to 

popular demand after his first one man 

show, Suggs is treading the boards again. 

If the first show was about how on earth 

he got there, this show is about the 

surprises that awaited him when he did. 

Tickets: £30.50 
 

Thu 8 Feb, 7.45pm, The Anvil 

Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment: 

Violinist Nicola Benedetti joins the 

orchestra for a programme featuring 

Beethoven’s Symphony no 4 and Violin 

Concerto. Marin Alsop conducts. Tickets: 

£40, £36, £29, £22, £14; Under 16s 

and f/t students £10 
 

Sat 10 Feb, 7.30pm, The Anvil 

Icons of the 80s: Featuring Go West (We 

Close Our Eyes, Call Me and King of 

Wishful Thinking), Nik Kershaw (Wouldn’t 

It Be Good? and Don’t Let the Sun Go 

Down on Me) and Cutting Crew (I Just 

Died In Your Arms). Tickets: £36.50  
 

Sun 11 Feb, 7.30pm, The Anvil 

La Traviata: Based on a true story, it tells 

of the passionate loves and life of the 

consumptive courtesan, Violetta. The 

highlights include the Brindisi, the best 

known drinking song in opera, the duet 

Un Di Felice and Violetta’s haunting aria 

Addio Del Passato. Tickets: £38, £34, 

£30; over 65s, under 16s and f/t students 

£20, £18, £16 
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Wed 14 Feb, 7.45pm, The Anvil 

Philharmonia at the Movies: Love Stories 

from the Silver Screen. Enjoy a romantic 

Valentine’s evening with Carl Davis and 

the Philharmonia Orchestra in a concert of 

movie music that overflows with some of 

the most unforgettable love songs of all 

time from Love Story, Gone with the Wind, 

La La Land, West Side Story, Dr Zhivago, 

Mamma Mia, Romeo and Juliet, among 

many more. Tickets: £35, £25, £15; 

under 16s and f/t students £10 
 

Wed 21 Feb, 7.30pm, The Haymarket 

A Brace Face: Vamos Theatre explore Post-

Traumatic Stress, an unseen and often 

unrecognised injury of war, and the impact it 

can have on even the closest of families. 

Tickets: £12 (suitable for aged 12 and over) 
 

Thu 22 Feb, 7.30pm, The Anvil 

Jimmy Osmond: Full of award-winning 

music, nostalgic footage and special 

memories of Andy Williams, who gave The 

Osmonds their big break with into show 

business. Tickets: £32, £29.50; VIP 

tickets £77 (not available online) 
 

Sun 25 Feb, 7.30pm, The Anvil 

An Evening with Levison Wood: The best-

selling author, photographer and TV 

presenter shares his experiences as a 

modern day explorer, delighting with tales 

of his epic adventures. Tickets: £24.50 
 

Wed 28 Feb – 3 Mar, 7.30pm, Thu & Sat 

2pm, The Haymarket 

Caught in the Net, By Ray Cooney: starring 

John Lyons (A Touch of Frost), this glorious 

comic romp, a sequel to Run For Your 

Wife, is a brilliant farce with an hysterical 

climax. Tickets: Wed-Thu £22, Fri-Sat £24, 

2pm performance £19; Over 65s £2 off, 

under 16s and f/t students £13 
 

Andrea Bath 

 

 

NWR 

Our first meeting of 2018 was an alphabet 

meeting. Last year we discussed anything 

beginning with A so this year we tackled B 

and a very varied list of topics were covered 

from babies and breast feeding to a very 

amusing poem on Buying a Bra (not entirely 

unconnected).  Also looked at Borneo where 

one of our members had just had a most 

memorable holiday and Bermuda where 

another member first met her husband 

some years ago. We also covered beards, 

bells, betting and big birthdays. This well-

attended meeting was very light hearted 

with lots of lively conversation and much 

laughter so an excellent start to the New 

Year 
 

Our lunch club will be going to The Mill 

House this month and our Reading Group 

will be discussing Next to Love by Ellen 

Feldman, a book set in America just after 

the war. We have also arranged a trip to the 

cinema to see Breathe, about a young man 

whose life was changed forever after polio - 

we have been recommended to take plenty 

of tissues! Our next meeting on February 

12th will be our planning meeting where we 

take ideas and suggestions from our 

members to plan all the events, discussions 

and activities for the coming year so we are 

hoping for a good attendance. 
 

Our meetings are very friendly and informal, 

usually but not always, in the afternoon in 

each others' homes. If you would like to find 

out more there is a lot of information on the 

website: nwr.org.uk or to find out more 

about our group in particular, or to come 

along to any of our meetings (to check us 

out with no obligation to join) please contact: 

Avril Keable, email: avrilkeable@hotmail.co.uk 

tel: 01256 322832 or Evelyn Jones, email: 

evelyncjjones@hotmail.co.uk tel: 01256 

816636. 
 

Diane Hope 
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A Thank You 

On Saturday the 23rd December I had 

a nasty fall outside Marks & Spencer at 

Chineham at about 8.30 am. There 

were two gentlemen who came to my 

assistance, one was the son of one of 

my neighbours and the other was a 

young man who I did not know. I 

believe the young man called an 

ambulance and my son, he also looked 

after my shopping for me. I would also 

like to thank the ambulance staff who 

took very good care of me, I am afraid I 

cannot remember their names as I was 

rather high on gas and air at the time. 

There are some incredibly kind people 

in this world and I was lucky to have 

experienced this kindness when I really 

needed it. I would just like to say a very 

big thank you to the people concerned 

and let them know that I am recovering 

slowly but surely. I would also like to 

wish them a very happy New Year. 
  

Doreen Atkinson  
 

Lost Ring 

Can you help?? I was out on Saturday 

last (7th Jan) at Chineham shops. It 

was very cold and whilst there my 

small dress ring  must have slipped off 

my little finger unnoticed by me. 

However, I also stopped at the local 

village store on my way home and 

could have lost it there. The ring is 

made up of a 'rope' construction with 

small rubies and a diamond inset. 
  

It has great sentimental value and I 

am hoping that it may have been 

spotted and picked up. My name is 

Doreen and phone number is 01256 

479123, and I would be really grateful 

for its return.  
 

Doreen Kirby 

Chat Censorship? 

I write this letter with doubt that it will 

ever be printed as the Chat seems now to 

have become as sanitized and politically 

correct as a Scandinavian flat-pack 

furniture commercial. The point I am 

making is how can our elected 

representatives and community stewards 

ever hope to grasp the concerns of 

people who live here when the parish 

magazine is subject to such censorship? 
 

I am therefore throwing down the 

gauntlet to the editorial team at the Chat. 

Give the page opposite to the County and 

Borough Councillors regular columns 

over to residents letters and let them air 

their views. 
 

J Foster 
 

Editor: I am somewhat bewildered by the 
accusations of censorship in this letter as we 
include just about every resident letter sent 
to us. Comments welcome... 
 

Basingstoke Blues Club 

Presented in association with the 

Basingstoke Railway Social Club Station 

Approach, RG21 5NB, The Voodoo 

Sheiks– Saturday 17th February. 
 

Rocking the blues since 2010. Vibrant is 

an excellent word to describe the cranked 

up and cranked out hugely entertaining 

Voodoo Sheiks. They carve out some 

serious classic sounding R&B. There is no 

time to draw breath with these guys as 

they deliver pile-driving guitar, barrelling 

along on clipped lead runs. 
 

8pm till late, all welcome. £8 on the 

door, licensed bar and low prices. Profits 

to Brain Tumour Research (Charity 

number 1153487). For further details 

please contact Rex on 01256 321837/

mobile 07979 422590.  
 

Christine Nield 
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