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The Neighbourhood Watch cycle ride takes place this year on 8 September. See 
page 6 for details of this year’s event. 
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June 2013 
Summer has arrived! As I write we are into our third week of fine sunny weather 
and I believe it’s due to last for a few more weeks. We haven’t had this length of 
fine sunny weather for a long while. However, the gardens are beginning to suffer 
and so are some people for whom it’s too hot, especially at night. 
 
Summer is also evident in the events publicised in the Chat. Regular events and 
classes are taking a well earned summer rest but have been replaced by special 
workshops and clubs to keep the children amused during the holidays.  
 
The early summer round of fetes and fairs may be over but in Chineham we can 
look forward to two noteworthy annual events in September—the Chineham Village 
Show and the Neighbourhood Watch Cycle Ride. This is your opportunity to make  
this an even more exceptional summer with a large entry into, and attendance at, 
these two annual delights. 

Dennis Clapp 

Please Note 
The views expressed in Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team do not ac-
cept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in Chineham Chat. Copyright on all 
original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 
The holiday season means that August 
is generally a quiet period for the club. 
However, we are holding the following 
events: 
 
Thursday 15: Senior citizens’ prize 
bingo and lunch. Commences at 13.30 
in the lounge bar. 
 
Sunday 25: Fun Day in the field. We 
will be holding a barbecue, running 
entertainment for the kids, manning a 
well-stocked cider and Pimms bar and 
playing some music. Why not come 
and join us, everyone is welcome and 
it’s free admission. The event will start 
at 12.30 and run into the early 
evening. 
 
Sundays: 19.30 & 21.00. Texas Hold 
‘Em poker with small prizes. Join us in 
the lounge bar. 
 
Finally, remember that we show all 
major sporting events on our big 
screen. 
 
John Prince, Chairman 

 
 

Chineham Village Hall 
As Marion said in July’s issue of the 
Chat, I have now taken on the role of 
Clerk and would like to take this 
opportunity, on behalf of the 
Management Committee, to thank 
Marion for the effort she has put into 
the role for the past thirteen years, 
and to wish her and her family every 
success with their plans for the future. 
 
Most of the children’s activities in the 
halls break for the school holidays but 
Routine Riots are holding fun days in 
the main hall on 7 and 28 August for 4

- 1 2  y e a r  o l d s .  C o n t a c t 
kim@routineriots.co.uk for further 
details and to book places.  
 
The playing field, running trail and 
playground can also help to keep the 
children occupied, with equipment 
suitable for different age groups 
(including adults!).  It is essential this 
area is kept clean and tidy, especially 
with young children picking up 
anything they find out of curiosity, so 
please ensure your rubbish is put in 
the bins provided or taken home.  
 
The following diet/fitness sessions 
occur regularly in the halls, including 
during the school holidays – please 
check the noticeboard for further 
details: 
 
Main Hall 
Aerobics:   Tuesdays, 7.30 -8.30pm 
Kickbox Fitness: F r i d a y s  6 . 3 0  – 
7.30pm 
Pilates:    Mondays, 12 – 1pm 
Zumba:   Tuesdays, 6 – 7pm 
Zumba:   Wednesdays, 8.15 – 9.15pm 
Weightwatchers: Wednesdays, 6.45 – 
8.15pm 
Slimming World: Thursdays, 9am – 
1pm 
 
Community Rooms 
Yoga:  Thursdays, 7 -8.30pm 
 
If you would like to book either of the 
halls for a one off event such as a 
wedding, party or meeting, or you are 
interested in hiring the facilities on a 
regular basis, please call the booking 
line on  01256  842745 or email  
chinehamvillagehall@hotmail.com for 
more information and to check 
availability. 
 
Lynne Hughes 

2 



 

 

Chineham Village Show 
Which classes will you enter? The 
Chineham Village Show will take place 
on Saturday 14 September at Christ 
Church provid ing a fantast ic 
opportunity for you to showcase your 
hidden talents!  
 
Perhaps you are a budding artist, 
photographer or cake-maker, or you 
grow your own vegetables. There is a 
range of classes for children and 
adults – pick up a copy of the show 
schedule from local shops or at Christ 
Church. It is also available online at 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk.  
 
Exhibits can be taken to Christ Church 
in the Reading Road on the morning, 
will be judged over the lunch break 
and the Show will be open from 3pm 
for everyone to view the exhibits 
during the afternoon, when tea and 
cake will also be available. Certificates 
will be awarded to the winners and any 
unwanted items will be auctioned off 
at approximately 4.30pm. So, come 
along and enjoy the community spirit 
that this event always inspires! Please 
note that all entries must be received 
by 11 September and entrance fees 
will be collected on the day. 
 
Ruth Randall 
 
 

Beginner Running Course 
The Beginner Running course this year 
was another success, taking 14 non 
runners, to 5K in 10 weeks. 80% of 
those being Chineham Residents.  
 
There will be another beginner running 
course starting in Chineham, Monday 
5 August 7pm, open to all Chineham 

Residents. The course is aimed at non 
runners, that would like to learn, and 
run a 5K in 10 weeks. You can be any 
shape and fitness level, as long as you 
have been cleared by your GP to start 
exercise. It will be a small group, so 
lots of support, with like minded 
people. If you are interested please 
contact Tracey@imreadytorun.com. 
 
Tracey Howard 
 
 

Dog Fouling 
I am aware from reading the 'Chat' that 
dog fouling is a big issue for many 
people in Chineham.  
 
I would like to encourage residents to 
contact the dog warden at Basingstoke 
Borough Council if they witness fouling 
taking place. The dog warden is very 
helpful and has powers to deal with 
persistent offenders.  
 
Meadowland has a dog owner who 
walks his two dogs through our close 
on a daily basis. He has absolutely no 
control of his dogs and he walks ahead 
of them leaving them to defecate and 
urinate on mine and my fellow 
residents property. He makes no 
attempt to clear up after his dogs and 
when he is challenged he says that 
what he is doing is not against the law! 
 
I have recently spoken to other 
residents in Meadowland about this  
person and it seems that many 
peoplehave had issues with him and 
his dogs. In fact one resident put up a 
picket fence around their front garden 
simply to stop this man's dogs doing 
their business on their property.  
However residents seem reluctant to 
report this person as there is a  
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perception that nothing can be done. 
 
I encourage anyone that has 
witnessed irresponsible dog owners,  
to contact the dog warden via the 
regular Basingstoke Council contact 
number.   
 
Lewis Ambler 

 
 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Cycle Ride 

Come and join us in a cycle treasure 
hunt on Sunday 8 September. 
Discover parts of the Basingstoke area 
that you never knew existed that are 
easily (or at least relatively easily) 
accessible by bike, It will help you get 
to know the local area, and some of 
the hidden treasures around us. 
 
Our cycle ride is suitable for everyone, 
so whether you are 5 or 80 years old, 
or even somewhere in between, come 
along for a fun afternoon. 
 
For even more encouragement, prizes 
will be awarded to the teams with the 
most correct answers in the treasure 
hunt and refreshments will be 
provided on the day.  
 
So, for an afternoon of fun with some 
thrown in healthy exercise, don't forget 
to put Sunday 8 September in your 
families diary. Starts between 2 & 
2.30 pm at the Chineham Scout Hall 
on Hanmore  Road, Chineham. Family 
entry £5; adult £2; child £1. 
  
For further details contact Chris Bale 
on 327769 or Dave Spokes on 
346027. 
 
Chris Bale 

Pension Scams 
If you have savings in a pension pot, 
you may be approached out of the 
blue by a firm offering to help you 
access all your pension before you're 
55 and convert it into a loan. This is 
known as pension liberation. They may 
tell you there is a legal loophole you 
can exploit to cash in all your pension 
early and that they can help you do it. 
But watch out if you hear this – there 
is no such loophole - and you can end 
up losing most of your money and with 
a huge tax bill to pay! 
 
All pension schemes have rules about 
when you can start to take your 
pension. It's usually not possible to do 
this before you are at least 55. If your 
pension starts earlier than this, it will 
be an unauthorised payment and you 
will pay 55% extra tax on the pension. 
You also won't be able to take a tax-
free lump sum. This is because you 
would have benefited from tax relief 
on the pension payments you were 
making, and the pension was meant to 
be there for you in your retirement. 
 
The scam works as your pension is 
transferred to another pension 
scheme, which may be abroad. The 
scammers take a large fee as their 
cut. HM Revenue and Customs 
(HMRC) eventually catch up with you 
and you get a huge tax bill, even if 
you've spent all the money that was 
left. It's always you who will be liable to 
pay this tax.  
 
You can find useful information about 
what happens if you access your 
pension early on the HMRC website at 
www.hmrc.gov.uk. 
 
Nicola Dale 

6 



 

 9 

Greening Campaign 
I am sure that many of you enjoy 
a good walk in and around 
Chineham. We are lucky to live in 
an area where there is lovely 
countryside right on our doorstep. 
Ramblers should follow the 
country side code; respect the 
environment and leave no trace 
of their presence, apart from boot 
prints of course. But, how often has 
one of your walks been spoilt by the 
sight of a great heap of litter or the 
unlovely vista of plastic bags clinging 
to trees and hedges? 
 
The Campaign for Rural England has 
enlisted the aid of Bill Bryson to 
highlight the problem, see http://
www.cpre.org.uk/what-we-do/energy-
and-waste/litter-and-fly-tipping.  From 
a n o t h e r  w e b s i t e  h t t p : / /
www.litteraction.org.uk/ I discover that 
Basingstoke has just 2 volunteer litter 
picking groups which focus on the 
town centre and Brookvale area. The 
group working in Brookvale have also 
enlisted the help of the green group at 
Fairfields School. It often seems that 
school children are better than adults 
at caring for the environment.  
 
Some ramblers take a plastic bag with 
them on a walk and fill it with the litter 
they find. A few years ago, on a 
Ramblers holiday in Greece, our walk 
leader erupted in fury at the sight of 
litter on a track through beautiful 
scenery. He produced a plastic bag 
and urged us all to help him gather the 
debris. Being English ramblers we did 
as we were told, although some were a 
bit miffed at having to pick up the 
mess made by Greeks.  Perhaps we 
should all take a leaf from that walk 

leader’s book, if you do have a plastic 
bag why not put it to good use 
instead of throwing it away? 
 
I expect some of you have seen 
Reg, the giraffe sculpture made 
by a year 7 pupil at Harriet 
Costello School. The sculpture 
was inspired by a zoo giraffe in 

Surabaya, Indonesia, who died as a 
consequence of being fed trash and 
plastic bags by tourists. Reg’s creator 
has given Greening Chineham 
permission to use him as a means of 
highlighting the problems for wildlife 
and farm animals when they eat 
plastic litter. You can see how Reg was 
made on U-Tube, follow this link 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCw69IfQvGoeCqhmJkPFUilQ. Look 
out for Reg he will be coming to 
somewhere in Chineham soon. 
 
At present a number of Chineham 
residents are interested in taking part 
in the electric car trial being sponsored 
by Nissan and Scottish and Southern 
Energy Power Distribution among 
others. You can find out more about 
this exciting possibility at this website 
http://myelectricavenue.info/. Each 
participant in the trial will have an all 
electric 5 door Hatchback Nissan LEAF 
for 18 months at an exclusive monthly 
rental, which I am told is very 
advantageous, together with a free 
charging point installed. Zero car tax of 
course, zero petrol or diesel bills, zero 
exhaust emissions and free car 
maintenance for the 18 month period. 
For the trial to go ahead a minimum of 
10 Chineham residents are needed, 7 
have expressed interest so if just a few 
more come forward the trial can get  
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off the ground. Go to http://
myelectricavenue.info/ to register your 
interest.  
 
As ever if you would like to meet our 
group and find out how you can help, 
come to our next meeting which is at 
the Chineham Arms on 14 August at 
7.30pm. For more information email 
to greeningchineham@hotmail.co.uk. 
 
Sue Juon 

 
 

News From The Beat 
Crime Update: PC Jim Charlton:  
I am pleased to announce that there 
have been no more thefts from motor 
vehicles since my last article. This is a 
great result as reducing this type of 
crime is currently one of the priorities 
of the Safer Chineham Panel.  
 
Another good result for this priority 
was the arrest I made of a local male 
after I found him in possession of a 
sat nav. Disbelieving his initial story, I 
made enquiries which showed it had 
been stolen from a car belonging to an 
address in Juniper Close. The owners 
thought it had been lost, when in 
actual fact it was stolen as part of the 
series of thefts from vehicles we 
experienced in May. The male is 
currently on bail pending a charging 
decision for this and another offence. 
 
As part of our drive to reduce thefts 
from motor vehicles, I have asked the 
editor of the Chat to print a crime 
prevention flyer in this months edition.  
(see pages 13/14) Simply cut-out the 
flyer and leave on display in your 
vehicle when unattended. This is to 
show would-be thieves that you are 

alert to this crime and have removed 
all valuables from your vehicle thereby 
denying them the opportunity to 
commit crime. 
 
Anti-social Behaviour Update: PCSO 
Richard Strauss: 
ASB has remained low and we have no 
trouble-spots at the moment. But with 
the summer holidays approaching we 
would recommend parents have a 
look at the schedule of activities being 
organised by the district council as 
part of the ‘Summer Streetz’ 
campaign. There are games and 
activities being organised across the 
town for children of all ages and 
interests. 
 
We are holding beat surgeries on the 
1st Wednesday of every month in 
Costa Coffee in Chineham at 16:30-
17:30 so feel free to pop in and have 
a chat with myself PCSO Strauss and 
PC Charlton if you have any issues or 
anything concerning you.  
 
Until next month, keep safe. 
 
PC Jim Charlton 21015 and PCSO 
Richard Strauss 14735 
Tel: 101 (or request to leave a 
message using our collar numbers). 
james.charlton@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
richard.strauss@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
 
 

Strange but True 
Your brain recognises your touch so 
you can’t tickle yourself. 
 
Stress alters brain cells and function. 
 
Dreaming requires more brain activity 
than any waking function. 
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Chineham Parish Council 
FFLS Summer Fete: Thank you to 
everyone who came to talk to 
Councillors at the fete on 22 June.  
The Parish Council had some very 
positive feedback to the proposals for 
the Chineham Fitness Trail as well as 
the plans for the extension to the 
Chineham Community Games Area at 
Binfields.  A couple of families who are 
new to Chineham told us they were 
unaware of this fantastic children’s 
recreation facility off Great Binfields 
Road and we are looking into the 
options for improving the signage to 
direct people straight to it.  Please go 
and take a look if you’ve not been to 
see it or use it already; it’s at the end 
of Binfields Farm Lane which is the 
same road that Great Binfields School 
is on.  Please see our website for more 
information. 
 
Grants: Section 137 of the Local 
Government Act 1972 empowers the 
Parish Council to spend some of its 
money, subject to limits, on purposes 
that it considers to be "in the interests 
of, and will bring direct benefit to, their 
area, or any part of it, or all or some of 
its inhabitants."  Grants under Section 
137 are only available to Groups or 
Organisations (personal applications 
cannot be considered) and any grant 
requests must be supported by a 
Chineham Parish Council Grant 
Application Form which is available to 
download from our website or by 
contacting the Clerk. The request must 
be from a Group or Organisation that 
supports or has a direct benefit to the 
residents of Chineham. 
 
Grass cutting: Basingstoke & Deane 
Borough Council is responsible for 
grass cutting in Chineham and as part 

of their Biodiversity Plan they left the 
“meadow” opposite the Tollhouse 
Skate Park uncut this season 
(pathways were cut for access).  Some 
very positive feedback was received at 
the FFLS fete. If you do spot other 
areas in the Parish which have been 
missed, please contact the Clerk so 
that this can be reported to the 
Borough Council. 
 
Street lighting exhibition vehicle: You 
may have noticed the SSE Contracting 
exhibition vehicle parked at Chineham 
District Shopping Centre during the 
month. They were speaking to 
residents about the work they are 
carrying out in partnership with 
Hampshire County Council on a street 
lighting replacement programme.  
More information can be found at 
www.lightsoninhampshire.co.uk or 
www.hants.gov.uk/street-lighting. 
 
Opportunity to take part in a 
subsidised electric car trial: This 18 
month project, subsidised by OFGEM, 
aims to set up a 'cluster' of electric car 
users in several neighbourhoods 
across the UK.  For more information 
and to register your interest, please go 
to www.myelectricavenue.info. 
 
Community Events: Details of 
community events can be added to the 
“Events” calendar on the Parish 
Council website.  Please let the Clerk 
or Assistant Clerk have the details. 
 
The Parish Council will not be holding 
a meeting in August and so the next 
Chineham Parish Council meeting is to 
be held on 9 September.  It starts at 
7.45 pm in the Community Rooms at 
Chineham Village Hall (the public 
session will start at 7.50 pm). 
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The Parish Council is here to help the 
residents of Chineham, so if there is a 
Chineham issue you are concerned 
about, please feel free to contact the 
Clerk, Sally Jackson on 01256 
4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 
clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 
Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 
0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 
assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 
during office hours only please.  The 
Parish Council website can be found at 
www.chineham.gov.uk. 

 
 

RNIB 
The Royal National Institute of Blind 
People (RNIB) are holding their 
wonderful fundraising campaign again 
this year - Read for RNIB Day which 
takes place on Friday 11 October. 
 
Every 15 minutes someone in the UK 
begins to lose their sight and with that 
the ability to read the written word. It 
is devastating and can leave you 
feeling alone and isolated. 
 
At present RNIB can only reach one in 
three of the people who need us most 
but you can help us change the story. 
RNIB believes that blind and partially 
sighted children and adults should 
have the same access to books and 
information as sighted people. 
 
Read for RNIB Day is a great way to 
make a real difference to these people 
lives, and whether you are a 
bookworm or just looking for a way to 
make a difference, there are plenty of 
possibilities and opportunities for you 
to get involved by holding a reading 
themed event. 
 

We need your help to get a real buzz 
going and get everyone not just talking 
about reading, but understanding why 
it is so important that everyone can 
enjoy it, whether sighted, partially 
sighted or blind. 
 
There are all sorts of ideas about how 
to get involved in the day from 
organising a readathon, poetry recital, 
literacy quiz, literacy themed dress 
down day, spellathon, book sale, the 
possibilities are endless. 
 
We very much hope this is something 
you would like to take part in. 
 
More information can be found on the 
website www.readforrnib.org.uk or 
Natalie.hargreaves@rnib.org.uk  
 
Natalie Hargreaves 
 
 

Fused Glass Studio  
Aileen Mayers will be opening her 
Fused Glass Studio in Old Basing for 
the first time under the Hampshire 
Open Studios Scheme this year and 
you would be very welcome to visit and 
browse her colourful fused glass 
artwork including glass pictures and 
hangings, glass homewares including 
dishes and coasters, and dichroic 
glass jewellery.  
 
The Glass Studio is at 8 Almond Close, 
Old Basing, Basingstoke, RG24 7DW, 
and will be open every day from 17 to 
26 August, 10am to 4.00pm Other 
times by appointment - please phone 
01256 476732. For more details visit 
www.aileenmayers.co.uk. 
 
Aileen Mayers 



 

 

Borough Councillor  
Martin Biermann 

In last month's column I referred to the 
potential difficulties in getting around 
locally if housing sites currently on the 
table are allowed to proceed. By the time 
you read this, a crucial council meeting 
should have taken place, deciding which 
housing site allocations are to be included 
in the council’s draft plan. Whilst there is 
some notional public consultation 
thereafter, it is not anticipated that 
significant changes will be made before 
the plan is submitted to a government 
inspector for ratification, or otherwise. 
 

Meanwhile, we have some more everyday 
problems in getting around within 
Chineham, particularly as pedestrians. 
Cuts in council staffing means that the 
already overstretched streetcare service 
has even greater challenges in getting 
around and maintaining kerbside 
vegetation. Chineham, being particularly 
well endowed with footpaths, annually 
experiences serious intrusions of all 
manner of growth including nettles and 
brambles. This is particularly an issue 
around the Four Lanes schools site – just 
where it is important that it is easy for 
parents and children to walk to school. 
 

The council has sadly chosen some rather 
peculiar spending priorities and bearing in 
mind the relative wealth of our borough, I 
feel that this is an area deserving 
adequate funding.  
 

The situation is, of course, not helped by 
the cavalier Tesco attitude towards the 
spread of their shopping trolleys. What are 
they up to when they are busy leafleting 
customers about new lockable trolleys 
being introduced and even giving away 
keyrings and then failing to fulfil their 
promise, without so much as a "sorry"? 
 

Martin Biermann 
Tel: 01256 352434 
cllr.m.biermann@basingstoke.gov.uk 
www.spotlightonchineham.co.uk 

Borough Councillor  
Paul Miller 

The Local Plan that defines how we 
progress the development of 
Basingstoke & Deane up to 2030 is 
progressing and by the time this issue 
of the Chat is delivered, the Public 
Consultation on the Draft Submission 
will be approaching. I urge everyone to 
have their say as I personally think 
that we have improved on the last 
version by a more even distribution of 
housing around the Borough. We have 
also identif ied the necessary 
supporting Infrastructure and linked 
this directly to housing provision – no 
Infrastructure, no housing. 
 
We have also had a wonderful start to 
summer with the sunshine and on that 
note, The Parish Council with BDBC 
are progressing the implementation of 
the Petty’s Brook Fitness Trail. The 
final layout and public consultation is 
about to commence as I write and it is 
hoped that this project should be 
completed by early Autumn. 
 
Last year we experienced a disastrous 
year for weather and a terrible impact 
on the growing season for all types of 
vegetation and small animals. I hope 
that readers are enjoying the change 
this year, as I am, with an abundance 
of vegetables, flowers, small birds and 
especially bees. Long may it last. 
 
Paul Miller 
Tel: 01256 467400 
Mobile: 07777 659022 
cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  
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County & Borough 
Councillor Elaine Still 

The Chineham to Basingstoke Town Centre 
Cycle Improvements are an upgrade of the 
existing National Cycle Network (NCN) 
route 23 to make sure it’s up to the 
modern standards of safety and usability. 
Engineers from Hampshire County 
Council’s Environment and Transport 
Department are currently in the process of 
completing a feasibility and preliminary 
design study  which will map out the issues 
to be addressed as part of the detailed 
design work that will follow 
  
The study is due to finish by the end of 
August, and currently there are a few 
issues which are still being addressed. One 
of the minor issues is trying to ensure that 
the surfacing used on the cycleway is the 
most appropriate available, but the most 
important is at the site where the NCN 
crosses the A33 Reading Road. At present 
it is a Puffin Crossing, with no facilities 
available for cyclists, but there is now a 
proposal to upgrade the site such that 
cyclists can safely use it by upgrading it to 
a Toucan Crossing. 
  
Engineers are aware that there were 
historically  safety concerns at the crossing 
following accidents around a decade ago. 
However technology for such crossings has 
improved significantly since then and 
they  are confident that the safety of all 
users can be maintained following such an 
upgrade to a Toucan crossing. They are 
also certain that the upgraded crossing will 
not cause any additional traffic congestion 
on the road for other vehicles. 
  
Plans of the proposed improvements will 
be made available for viewing in due 
course. 
 
Elaine Still 
Tel: 01256 880926             
Mobile: 07747 862913 
cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

  Unsolicited Calls 
Many people, including elderly and 
vulnerable members of society are 
bombarded with unsolicited telephone 
calls.  
 
Please research any company you are 
planning to do business with before 
they arrange a sales visit. Sales 
representatives should leave when 
requested. If they do not, they commit 
a criminal offence and the resident 
should call the police. 
  
To avoid unsolicited sales calls and 
mail in the future members of the 
public should remove their personal 
details from any sales lists. This can 
be done by registering with the 
Telephone Preference Service. This is 
a free service. Registration can be 
made on line or by telephoning 0845 
070 0707. Further details can be 
obtained from www.tpsonline.org.uk. 
 
Reg ister ing  with the Mai l ing 
Preference Service. The Mailing 
Preference Service supports the right 
to choose the mail you wish to receive. 
Registration to this free service can be 
made on line or by phone to 0845 703 
4599. Further details can be obtained 
from www.mpsonline.org.uk or 0207 
291 3310 
  
Brian Adams 
 
 

Strange but True 
Music increases brain organisation. 
 
You have an average of 70,000 
thoughts per day. 
 
Your brain generates 10-23 watts of 
electricity. 
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Minister’s message 
What is it that we British people talk 
about most – the weather of course. 
Beyond that, especially if we are 
talking to someone we may not know 
very well, we talk about holidays. 
 
So, as I write in the middle of July 
during a heat wave and with the 
school holidays about to begin, there is 
plenty to talk about! This made more 
so by the fact that in just a few days 
we are off on holiday to the Isle of 
Wight with our daughter and her 
family. 
 
I think it is true that most people like 
holidays. But, while it may seem a 
stupid question, I wonder why holidays 
are so important? I’m looking forward 
to having time with my grandchildren 
but why is my holiday important, and 
why is yours? A number of things come 
to mind. 
 
The first is that it is good to stop. It’s 
good to cease working, whatever work 
is for us. It is good to stop and so to 
rest from that work. 
 
Secondly it is good to do something 
different. Rest doesn’t have to mean 
doing nothing. Holidays don’t have to 
be lying on a sun lounger – mind you it 
might be nice to have the chance. But 
as the old saying goes ‘a change is as 
good as a rest’. Through doing 
something different we find a 
refreshment and a renewal for when 
the normal daily life begins again. 
 
Thirdly I think holidays are about 
relationships. It is a time to be with 
people in a different way and so to 
strengthen relationships. As much as I 

am looking forward to having time with 
my grandchildren, I’m also looking 
forward to time with my daughter and 
son-in-law and my wife. It will be time 
to relax together and chat in an 
unhurried way. As a Christian I also 
find it helpful to have more time to 
spend with God.  
 
There are many other reasons why 
holidays are important and I’m sure 
you can come up with some. I see 
holidays as important and I see that 
they seem to be written into the 
pattern of life by God from the 
beginning of time. In the Bible holidays 
were usually centred on religious 
festivals but even so they were times 
to rest, to be renewed and for 
relationship. 
 
The same is true of the ‘day of rest’, 
the Sabbath, that God set as a pattern 
for us. He established a regular day of 
rest as part of the pattern of life and 
as a time for rest, renewal and 
relationship. 
 
So I’m off to pack my bucket and 
spade and, hopefully, to enjoy my 
holiday whatever the weather. I hope 
that you will also have time during the 
summer be it for one day or longer to 
have a holiday and to rest, to be 
renewed and to enjoy relationships. 
 
Ian Bentley 
Minister at Christ Church Chineham 
 

 

Christ & Community  
Church Activities 

Welcome to Christ Church Chineham! 
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Lots of our groups take a break for the 
summer, but the children at CCBBies 
will be meeting for some “Come and 
play” sessions on a few Thursday 
mornings during August – for details 
please take a look at our website 
(www.christchurchchineham.org.uk), 
check out our Facebook page or 
contact Ruth in the office.  CCBBies is 
open from 10am to 11.15am for all 
pre-school children and their parents/
carers – older siblings are welcome to 
come along to “help”! No charge, 
refreshments, just turn up. 
  
Join us on the beach! During the 
summer break we will be holding 
services of All Age Worship “down by 
the sea” at our 10.30am service on 
Sundays from 28 July to 25 
August. The services will be fun and 
interactive as we look at the 
gospels. Shorts optional!  Each Sunday 
we will also have our 9am service on 
the same theme, although these 
services will be quieter and more 
reflective.  All welcome, no charge.   
  
Our Prayer Room is open while the 
building is open. Everyone is welcome 
to come and sit quietly in prayer and 
reflection. On the subject of prayer, if 
you have any prayer requests please 
let us know and we will pray for you.  
 
We have a range of rooms that you 
can hire out on a one-off or regular 
basis. Perhaps you are looking for 
somewhere to host a party or a special 
celebration meal?  Or maybe you run a 
group that is looking for a venue?  Our 
prices start from £7.25 per hour – that 
rate includes use of the nearby 
kitchen/snack bar and fairly traded 
tea, coffee and sugar are provided, as 
well as squash for any children.  A 

range of groups hire rooms on a 
regular basis including Bridge and Tiny 
Talk,  and U3A groups such as Thomas 
Hardy and Recorders.  For details of 
current activities and room hire details 
take a look at our website or contact 
Ruth in the office.  
  
Thank you to everyone who continues 
to bring in items for our various charity 
appeals – as well as collecting used 
stamps and postcards, the tops from 
supermarket milk bottles, spectacles, 
food (e.g. snack pots, tins, tea, coffee, 
breakfast cereals) for the Camrose 
Day Centre, and bedding for May 
Place, the hostel for the homeless in 
Basingtoke town centre, ladies’ shoes 
and clothing for a “safe house”, we are 
also currently collecting socks (new 
and used, particularly men's socks) for 
May Place. You can drop your 
donations of bedding and socks into 
the Church office, or take them directly 
to May Place. We also collect used 
inkjet cartridges so if you have any you 
would like to donate we would be 
delighted to receive them.    
  
For details about any of our services or 
activities please contact Ruth in the 
office (Christ Church, Reading Road, 
R G 2 4  8 L T ,  0 1 2 5 6  4 7 4 2 8 0 , 
admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk) 
or take a look at our website 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk.     
Also, you can find us on Facebook and 
Twitter @discover2013. 
 
We are planning another Christmas 
Tree Festival over the weekend of 7 
and 8 December – watch out in future 
editions of the Chat for further 
information and how you can enter a 
tree.  In the meantime, we are hoping 
to have a small number of stalls at the 
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Festival selling crafts, jewellery, cakes 
or cards – if you would be interested in 
having a stall please contact Amanda 
at amanda.hedgecoc1@btinternet.com 
or via the Church Office on 474280. 
 
Community Church  in the School! 
You will find us at our regular home of 
Four Lanes Junior School. We are a 
relaxed group of about 80 people 
across the age ranges, who meet to 
worship God in a lively and 
contemporary way. You will find that 
we place a high value on the 
contribution of each person and love 
to make room for the variety of who 
each person is when we gather. We 
have many young people, who 
contribute a lot to our shared 
community. To find us come to Four 
Lanes Junior School for 10am on 
Sunday or check out the web site at 
www.bccnet.org.uk/east. You are 
welcome to visit us anytime or to find 
out more online. If you have a 
particular prayer request then you can 
send us a message via the website 
and we will pray for your situation. 
Alternatively you can make contact via 
our office on 01256 316000 and ask 
for Phil Norris.  
 
Ruth Randall 
 
 

Basingstoke Embroidery 
Guild 

Calling all ‘Stitchers’ and ‘would be 
Stitchers’ across Basingstoke. 
 
Your local branch of the Embroidery 
Guild is moving to Popley Fields 
C o m m u n i t y  C e n t r e  f r o m  2 6 
September. This is an excellent venue 
with easy access and good parking – 

so make a date in your diary to join us. 
 
We have had a very busy year – the 
highlight being the completion of a 
large hanging for the Mayor’s Parlour 
which we presented to him in April. It 
was a great honour for the many 
members who took part in the project 
and we are pleased that we have been 
given permission to display the work 
across the town in order to share it 
with you all.  
 
Each month we have a variety of 
excellent speakers covering the 
diverse world of stitching and textiles 
and these are often followed up by 
workshops where new skills can be 
acquired. Also we hold a monthly 
‘Stitchers Parlour’ for members to 
spend quality time stitching and 
sharing ideas and skills. 
 
We are a very friendly group and 
welcome one and all to visit and enjoy 
this wonderful organisation. Next 
meeting Thursday 26 September 1.30 
– 3.30 pm. Visitors £5. For further 
information please contact me on 
01256 471576. 
 
Mary Barker 
 
 

Musical Theatre Workshop 
Lynden Dance, who offer regular 
dance lessons in Chineham Village 
Hall, are organising a Musical Theatre 
Workshop for 5—15 year olds from 
19—23 August, also in Chineham 
Village Hall 
 
For further details contact 07717 
803080 or lyndenDance.co.uk or 
email lyndenDance@aol.com. 
 

Debbie Palmer 
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Computer Training 
Have you missed out on learning how 
to use a computer, or recently 
purchased a computer? Age Concern 
Hampshire can help. We offer an 
introduction to the basics of using a 
computer. 
 
We are starting a new course, in 
September, at one of our Computer 
Learning Centres; Newman Court, 
Brighton Hill on Tuesday mornings, 
and The South Ham Library, Thursday 
mornings. 
 
All sessions are one-to-one, for 45 
minutes, with a volunteer tutor. All we 
ask is for a £4 donation. 
 
To book a place contact Graeme on 
0800 328 7154, 01256 423874,or 
info@ageconcernhampshire.org.uk. 
 
Graeme Awty 
 
 

Café Scientifique  
We hold meetings the last Monday of 
the month (excluding bank holiday) 
at The Tea Bar, 9-13 London Street, 
Top of Town, Basingstoke. 
 
Come and explore the latest ideas in 
science and technology for the price of 
a cup of coffee or a glass of wine at 
the monthly Café Scientifique. You can 
come along to The Tea Bar from 
7.00pm to buy drinks and cakes 
before the talk starts at 7.30pm.  
  
The talks last around 30 to 40 
minutes; we then have a short break 
followed by discussions and aim to 
finish at about 9.00pm.  Entry is free, 
but we do encourage you to buy drinks 

and cakes at the bar to show your 
support for The Tea Bar who sponsor 
the meeting by providing the venue. 
 
Our next talks are: 
Mon 30 September: Jerry Stone FBIS, 
FRAS – “Let’s go To Mars!” 
Mon 28 October: Chris Warwick, 
Culham Centre – “Fusion Power – 
Within Our Grasp?” 
 
You can sign up to our Meetup Group 
to receive email reminders of the 
latest talk datesat www.meetup.com/
c a f e s c i - b a s i n g s t o k e .  F u r t h e r 
information about Basingstoke Cafe 
Scientifique talks and local groups can 
b e  f o u n d  a t  w w w . c a f e s c i -
basingstoke.org.uk.  
 
Bob Clifford  
 
 

Be vigilant 
People across the county are being 
urged to be vigilant when out shopping 
after several distraction thefts have 
been reported to police. 
 
People are being approached in 
supermarket car parks by groups or 
individuals using a variety of 
distraction techniques. They can pretty 
much take any form, but the favourites 
at the moments are people asking for 
directions – usually using a map, 
feigning injury or illness, or people 
asking for change for car parking. 
 
Whilst you’re busy doing your best to 
help these people, your wallet or 
handbag can mysteriously go missing. 
The debit and credit cards taken are 
often used to withdraw cash very soon 
afterwards – sometimes even at the  
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c a s h p o i n t  m a c h i n e s  i n  t h e 
supermarket car park! 
 
Hopefully few of us now keep our PIN 
numbers written down in our wallets 
(be honest!). However people who 
have fallen victim to this crime have 
reported seeing people behaving 
suspiciously in supermarkets as they 
have been using self-service tills. It 
seems the criminals are hanging 
around to see you input your PIN and 
then only need to get hold of your card 
to be on a spending spree with your 
cash. 
 
If you notice people acting suspiciously 
inside supermarkets or you are 
approached by someone in a car park, 
please report it to the security team in 
the store and to the police as soon as 
possible. 
 
When you are out shopping, never 
leave your bag on the trolley 
unattended and always ensure your 
bag is zipped up. When putting your 
shopping away in the boot of your 
vehicle always ensure your handbag/
wallet is with you. 
 
If you are distracted for even a 
moment whilst putting your shopping 
away, keep your handbag with you or 
lock it in the vehicle before speaking 
to or helping anyone. Likewise, if you 
are asked for directions or to look at 
maps, make sure you have safely 
stashed your personal items out of 
harm’s way first. 
 
We can all do our bit to make 
Hampshire an even better place to be 
so if you have information about ANY 
crime, please do not hesitate to give 
Crimestoppers a call. 0800 555 111 
or log on to www.crimestoppers-uk.org 

t o  g i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n l i n e 
anonymously. The online reporting 
form has been updated and is easier 
to use than ever before. For those of 
you Twittered up, please follow me on 
@HantsCrimestopp for regular 
updates. 
 
PC Simon Wright 
 
 

Probus Club 
We have a social programme that 
involves wives and partners and also 
outside trips and visits which are 
greatly enjoyed. 
 
Potential members can see more 
about the club’s activities by looking 
on www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com 
or contacting the secretary Gerry 
A n s l o w  b y  e m a i l  t o 
gerry.anslow@talktalk.net  or phone 
him on (01256) 325253 for an 
informal discussion. 
 
Paul Flint 
 
 

Buy With Confidence  
The approved trader scheme run by 
Hampshire County Councils Trading 
Standards Service now have over 600 
local businesses on the scheme. They 
have all passed our stringent checks 
to ensure they are legal, honest and 
genuinely concerned about customer 
service and local people. 
  
www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk now 
also allows for customer feedback to 
be shown online so customer can see 
what others say about them.  
   
Adam Chambers 



 

 

Nature Notes      
Dennis obviously wrote his Editorial 
after I had submitted my last article. 
We must have seen Tollhouse Meadow 
about the same time. On a dull day I 
had turned the corner of Thornhill Way 
to check on the grass-cutting and 
could not believe my eyes. There was a 
mass of gold -  buttercups throughout 
the bowl. I have not seen a meadow 
like this in Britain since my childhood, 
although it was common in rural 
Belgium when I lived there seventeen 
years ago. I returned later to 
photograph the scene and discovered 
a mown patch around the edge and a 
wiggly one through the middle. I was 
able to stand close to the plants. I 
would have liked to run into the centre, 
but didn't want to damage the 
beauty!  In addition to the Meadow 
Buttercups, I found a large patch of 
dainty red Ragged Robin, (probably the 
same as Dennis, as it's unusual to see 
as many as that) Common Vetch, 
Lady's Smock, Red Clover and six 
different grasses. There are obviously 
lots more because this area is one of 
the grassland SINCS (Sites of 
Importance for Nature Conservation) in 
Hampshire. 
 
Some of the other unmown places 
have produced lots of assorted thistles 
of which Malcolm Bottrill has kindly 
given me details.  
 
We are now in the middle of a very hot 
spell so I hope that the farmers are 
going to have good harvests. I 
remember writing this after it seemed 
to rain all the time "April cold and wet 
fills the barns best yet" and wondering 
if it would come true.  (In June issue 
published in May covering April) 

My garden has been invaded by more 
slugs and snails, including one with a 
red spot on its back. (That is the colour 
for 2013) Although it had found my 
plants juicy enough to return, it has 
been returned to exile. A new pest was 
a  red  L i l y  Beet le ,  removed 
luckily before munching the few Lilies 
left in pots. I like Hostas and 
purchased some lovely new ones for a 
particular place. Despite taking anti-
slug action, and finding them 
shredded by invisible pests, I have 
accepted defeat and moved them into 
the conservatory. The stinging 
caterpillers are back, so I sit in the 
shade of a parasol listening to the 
bees. 
 
Whilst I was enjoying the shade, I 
became aware of a rustling in the large 
pots. I waited and found a blackbird 
tipping out all the bark put on in the 
spring as a mulch. It paid no attention 
to me or the cats, who couldn't work 
out what was happening, and flew 
away when it felt like it, but returned 
the following day. 
 
I have seen many butterflies but must 
return with a guide to identify as many 
as possible if they remain motionless 
for a while. Does anyone know a local 
Bee-Keeper? 
 
Happy nature watching.  
 
Please send your sightings to me on 
ginny.wright2@btinternet.com or 
479562. 
 
Ginny Wright 
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Four Lanes Community 
Centre  

Holiday Play Scheme: The Holiday Play 
Scheme is a great idea to keep your 
children entertained during the school 
holidays. Open to school children aged 
from 4 to 11 years. The Holiday Play 
Scheme provides a fabulous day of 
activities supervised by our friendly 
and professional team to keep the 
children amused with arts and crafts, 
sports, games and fun food. The 
Holiday Play Scheme runs through 
every school holiday and inset days.  
We have 2 options for sessions times: 
Session A 8.30am to 4.00pm – price 
£14.75 
Session B 8.30am to 5.30pm – price 
£18.00 
 
Childcare Course: Are you interested in 
working with children now or in the 
future? Level 1 – Working with 
children – 10 week free course. Start 
date to be confirmed. The course will 
cover the following aspects of 
c h i l d c a r e : -  C r e a t i n g  a  s a f e 
environment, working in a team, 
providing a range of play activities, 
encouraging children to eat healthily 
and contributing to equality of 
opportunity. For more information or to 
book a place please contact us.  
 
Zumba: Starts Monday 9 September, 
8.00pm to 9.00pm. Ring Community 
Office for more details. Places limited 
so early booking is recommended. 
Cost £40.00 for 10 weeks. 
 
Get My Digital SLR on to Manual: 5 
week course. An introduction to Digital 
SLR/Bridge Camera photography.  
Starts Monday 30 September, 7.00pm 
to 9.00pm. Cost £45.00. 

Intermediate Digital SLR: 5 week 
course. Starts Wednesday 2 October, 
7.00pm to 9.00pm. Cost £45.00. 
 
Creative Digital Imaging: 5 week 
course. Starts Tuesday 1 October, 7pm 
to 9.00pm. Cost £45.00. 
 
Fitness Freestyle Yoga: (Infant Hall) 
Freestyle Fitness Yoga is a yoga based 
fitness class without the spirituality.  
Mondays 8.10pm to 9.10pm. Costs 
£5.00 per week on a pay as you go 
basis. See www.taylored-fitness-
training.co.uk or contact Louise on 
07590 714078 if you have any 
questions. 
 
Pilates: (Community Room at Junior 
School). All abilities welcome. 
Tuesdays 7.00pm to 8.00pm. Cost 
£5.00 per week pay as you go. 
 
Fitsteps: (Junior Hall) Fitsteps is 
Fitness that’s Strictly Fun. ‘Strictly 
Come Dancing’ dance stars Natalie 
Lowe, Ian Waite and World Champion 
swimmer Mark Foster bring you 
Fitsteps! the UK’s newest fitness 
craze. This is Strictly without needing a 
partner. All the moves from ballroom 
and latin dances set in a fitness class. 
The mission is to get the UK fit while 
still having fun!  If you have never 
danced before, no problem, you are 
taught the moves and everyone 
dances at their own level. We don’t 
sweat, we sparkle! For more 
information contact Helena on 0118 
9 8 8  9 7 4 4  o r  e m a i l 
Helena.housego@btinternet.com. 
Starts Thursday 5 September 7.45pm 
to 8.45pm. Cost £6.00 per class or 
£20.00 per month. 
 

Virginia Wyatt, Tel: 810499 
www.fourlanescentre.com 
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Willowdene Holiday Club  
Our Holiday Clubs for school age 
children are held at Christ Church 
(opposite Willowdene) meaning we 
have more space and better age 
related activities for the school aged 
child. We are open every school 
holiday and Four Lanes Inset days 
catering for children aged 5-12 yrs.  
Reception aged children will be given 
the choice either to attend the Holiday 
Club at the Nursery, or at Christ 
Church. 
 
Activities are planned and prepared 
according to the children’s interests 
and each day is different. We 
introduce play that challenges the 
children's imaginations e.g. den 
making, and with the woods around us 
we are able to go on Nature walks, bug 
hunts and picnics. We also take the 
children to the Library and local parks.  
 
Some activities the children may enjoy 
this summer include 
* Fashion designing with a variety of 
materials 
* Picking blackberries and making 
them into delicious pies 
* Test Lab Tuesday - scientific 
experiments with Tizzy the test lab 
technician 
* Walking to the shopping centre to 
buy  the ingredients to make our own 
lunches. 
 
Permanent activities are specific for 
school aged children and will include 
pool and football tables, board games, 
construction toys, music, outdoor play, 
craft activities and a comfy corner to 
chill out in... and much more!  
 
The “Club” is run as part of the 

Nursery brand, with the same ethos 
and approach, including the first class 
care, friendliness and high standards 
we currently provide.  
 
Next holiday dates are: July 24th - Sept 
2nd inclusive. Inset Days - 3rd & 4th 
September  
 
If you are interested in booking 
sessions for Holiday care please 
contact the Nursery on 01256324191 
or email willowdene@btconnect.com 
for more details and to register. 
 
Marilyn Hargraves 
 
 

Basingstoke Civil Service 
Retirement Fellowship 

Forthcoming trips and events: 
Wilton House on 22 August, Bath on 
24 September a Mystery Tour on 17 
October, Swindon Shopping Outlet and 
the Steam Museum on 28 November 
and the Christmas lunch on 28 
November.  Further details of these 
trips can be obtained from Kate 
Lambeth on 01256 328791. 
 
The group meets on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 
Brookvale Village Hall from 10am – 
12noon and all retired Civil Servants 
and their partners are welcome.  At the 
next meeting on 7 August there will be 
a talk by Trevor Worth about Long 
Term Care and on 4 September Jean 
Shepherd will be speaking about 
Beijing and Beyond. 
 
If you would like any further details 
please contact Tony Brazier on 01256 
418770 or at bjmapbr@ntlworld.com. 
 
David Cowling 
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Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre 

To book a place at any August event, 
visit Basingstoke Discovery Centre in 
Festival Place, or call 01256 478670. 
Advance booking is  strongly 
recommended. 
 
Free Film Screening: Lawless (18). 
This week's blockbuster stars Tom 
Hardy and Jason Clarke and is a crime 
drama set in Depression-era Franklin 
County, Virginia, a bootlegging gang is 
threatened by a new deputy and other 
authorities who want a cut of their 
profits. Thursday 1 August at 2pm.  
 
Local History Talk: Silk has been 
woven at Whitchurch Silk Mill for 
almost 200 years, originally using 
water power to drive the looms. 
Fabrics such as organza, taffeta, 
ottoman, satin and ribbons are woven 
for the clothing and entertainment 
industries and more recently for 
interior designers. After a pictorial 
presentation of the Mill and its history, 
yarns and fabrics will be described 
and samples handed round. Thursday 
8 August at 2pm, £3 
 
Creepy Storytelling for Children: 30 
minutes of the creepiest tales on one 
sitting! Saturday 10 August from 
10.30am, free. For ages 4 to 8. 
 
Block Printed Tote Bags Workshop: 
This fun 2hr session allows children to 
explore a world of colour and pattern 
us ing  s imp le  b lock  p r in t ing 
techniques. Poly block tiles will be 
scribed with a design and cut into 
shapes to be inked up, and printed 
onto tote bags to take home. Duration 
- 2hrs. All ages welcome. Dress for 

mess. Sunday 11 August at 11.30am, 
£8 inc tote bag. 
 
Walking Tour of Hidden Basingstoke: 
Think you know Basingstoke? Phil and 
John from Hidden Britain Tours return 
to the Discovery Centre to lead a 
walking tour of the town that reveals 
the stories behind Basingstoke's 
hidden history. A must for anyone who 
enjoys local history and Basingstoke. 
The tour lasts approximately one hour. 
Advance booking highly recommended 
as these tours usually sell out. 
Tuesday 13 August at 11am, £3 
 
The Horrible Science Best Bits Show!
Join amazing author Nick Arnold for 
outrageous hair-raising highlights from 
the multi-million selling Horrible 
Science series including Really Rotten 
Experiments and Sick! From Measly 
Medicine to Savage Surgery Get ready 
for evil experiments, scary stories and 
queasy quizzes. With woeful water 
torture experiments, disgusting details 
and the odd shocking song this is roof-
raising family fun with extra squishy 
bits. Not to be missed! Wednesday 14 
August at 10am, £6 
 
Free Film Screening: Silver Linings 
Playbook (15) This week's blockbuster 
stars Bradley Cooper and Jennifer 
Lawrence and follows the story of 
former teacher Pat Solitano who 
moves back in with his parents and 
tries to reconcile with his ex-wife 
shortly after a stint in a mental 
hospital. Things get more challenging 
when Pat meets Tiffany, a mysterious 
girl with problems of her own. 
Thursday 15 August at 2pm, FREE 
 
Woodland Spirit Storytelling and 
Making: Make a willow head dress  
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with flowers and ivy-complete with 
willow wands-and enjoy magical 
storytelling! Take home your summery 
new toys and the fun will carry on for 
weeks after the event.For Ages 4-10. 
Friday 23 August at 10am & 12.30pm, 
£5 
 
Free Film Screening: Lincoln (12) This 
week's blockbuster stars Daniel Day 
Lewis playing the part of America's 
most famous president as he struggles 
with continuing carnage on the 
battlefield and as he fights with many 
inside his own cabinet on the decision 
to emancipate the slaves. 
 
Steven Hunt 
 
 

BATS Next Gen 
In the outer room of the dance studios, 
we hear the hubbub of excited young 
talented people meeting up, sharing 
their experiences, running through 
their audition songs and practicing 
dance moves.  
 
It’s that time of year again, where the 
families of Basingstoke and North 
Hampshire come together to allow 
their children to audition for the 
forthcoming BATS Next Gen Show.  
 
The amazing thing about this process 
is the talent, commitment and integrity 
of the children who put themselves 
forward for audition with BATS Next 
Gen. The process is fairly demanding 
as we ask each young person to come 
along to a free workshop over a three 
week period leading up to the audition 
day. Show songs, characters and 
choreography is learnt and the 
attendees get a feeling for what is 

expected of them in the show. 
 
97 children aged between 8 and 18 
attended the workshops and produced 
77 auditionees for a final cast of 47. 
 
This year BATS Next Gen are washing 
their collective whiskers with 
excitement and purring at the prospect 
of being licensed to perform a west 
end hit musical which will have you 
meowing with melancholy and feline 
just great! Details of this new show 
and previous ‘pawformances’ are on 
our website; by visiting the following 
lynx www.batsnextgen.co.uk.  
 
The performance itself is planned for 
Thursday 20 February through to 
Saturday 23 February 2014 and will 
include a matinee. Rehearsals will 
begin shortly at the Proteus Creation 
Space. 
 
BATS Next Gen would like to heartily 
thank all the young people who put 
themselves forward and congratulate 
the newly appointment cast. 
 
Find us on Facebook - https://
www.facebook.com/BATSNG. 
 
Rachel Phillips 
 
 

Strange but True 
Your brain needs 20% of your blood 
and oxygen to function. 
 
You use your entire brain, not just the 
10% as rumoured. 
 
Your brain can’t feel pain: a headache 
involves nerves and muscles in your 
head. 
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