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October 2020 

As I write, the Government has been introducing some new control measures to 

increase social distancing and prevent the spread, once again, of Covid 19. This seems 

counterintuitive in many ways as schools are now reopened and there are moves to 

encourage people back to work. Good to know that the virus knows the difference 

between those types of gatherings. Sarcasm aside, October is of course the month of 

Halloween and it has been noticeable in the last few years that it is becoming more 

popular in our local area. Both Chineham and Sherfield Park have had some excellent 

displays ranging from the simple to the amazingly detailed, and there has been a 

notable lack of problems with participants seemingly embracing the unwritten rule of no 

decorations/lights, no participation. 
 

So what does Halloween 2020 look like? Does trick or treating count as a social 

gathering? It’s hard not to feel that it’s against the spirit (no pun intended) of the rules, 

but equally hard to feel there’s a huge risk in a wrapped sweet or two (especially if we all 

embrace spooky masks). I must admit though, I don’t feel comfortable taking my little 

monsters, and we’ll be sitting this one out. Perhaps by the actual date there will be firm 

rules in place and we won’t face the choice at all.  

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Hall 

Further to last month’s article in the 

Chat, we can confirm that we have 

welcomed back many of our hirers to 

the halls, with more starting in 

October. We are also pleased to let 

you know that Shelley from Gym Minis 

has passed the baton to Yvonne Rolfe 

who will continue the Gym Minis 

classes on Mondays. Timings of events 

taking place in the halls from October 

are shown below:  

 

Main Hall 

Monday: Gym Minis 9.30 – 11.30am; 

Pilates 12 – 1pm 

Tuesday: Caterpillar Music 9.30am – 

12.05pm; Tots Play 12.30 – 3pm; 

Lynden School of Dance 4.30 – 

6.30pm; Clubbercise 8.15 – 9.15pm 

Wednesday: Tots Play 9.30am – 3pm; 

Lynden School of Dance 3.45 – 6pm 

Thursday: Slimming World 8am – 9pm 

Friday: Caterpillar Music 9.15am – 

1.15pm; Lynden School of Dance 3.45 

– 4.30pm, David Smith Dance 6.30 – 

9.30pm 

Saturday: Karate 9 – 10am 

Sunday: Karate 6.30 – 8pm 

 

Community Rooms 

Wednesday: Art Venturers 9.30 - 

10.30am 

Thursday: Little Pumas 4 – 6pm 

 

Please ensure you comply with the 

latest government guidelines for Covid 

19 when attending any classes in the 

halls.  
 

You can access the Calendar of Events 

at www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk to 

check when other hirers are making a 

return to the halls. 
 

Lynne Hughes 

Chineham Library 

Greetings from Chineham Library! We 

hope you are all keeping well. Good 

news – Chineham Library is now open 

for visitors! Although our hours have 

been temporarily reduced, we can still 

offer printing, photocopying, public 

computers – oh yes, and lots of books! 

We have fiction books, perfect if you 

want to discover a new author or 

revisit old favourites, and non-fiction if 

you would like to take up a new hobby.  

If you would like us to pick books for 

you, you can join the Ready Reads 

scheme where we select, you collect! 

Either ring 01962 454747 or go to 

w w w . h a n t s . g o v . u k /

librariesandarchives/library/ready-

reads to fill in the online registration 

form.  

 

Did you know that there is now a 

library self-service app? Just download 

the Spydus Mobile app onto your 

smartphone and enter your library 

membership number and PIN. You can 

use the app to check out books from 

the library, search the catalogue, and 

much more! And in an exciting 

development you can now print 

documents and pictures from your 

own phone without having to log onto 

our public computers – all you need is 

the correct change! We can offer a 

study space (with available power 

point) if you want somewhere quiet to 

read or work. To book, either pop into 

the library or ring the call centre on 

01962 454747. 

 

Although some of our regular live 

activities are temporarily unavailable, 

there are a number of online ‘Learning 

in Libraries’ courses coming up in the 

next few weeks. These include wine 
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tasting, family history and mindful 

photography. To find out more and to 

book a course visit the Hantsweb shop 

online on https://www.hants.gov.uk/

shop/home.php?cat=369. 

 

And please be aware that we are open 

on the following days: 
 

Tue: 10am – 4pm 

Wed: 10am – 4pm 

Fri: 10am – 4pm 

Sat: 10am – 4pm 

 

We hope to see you soon! 

 

Chineham Library Team 

 

Chineham WI 
I know you have all been on the edge 

of your seats for the past month 

wondering did the rain hold off, did the 

WI get to hold their picnic? Good news! 

We did! The weather was kind in that it 

didn't rain, but it was a bit chilly on the 

day. Undaunted, we pulled on our 

coats and cardigans and gathered in 

the park for our socially distanced 

picnic. It was a pleasure to see so 

many of our members again. If talking 

were an Olympic sport we would have 

won the Gold, Silver and Bronze 

medals between us! 

 

We had a couple of ideas for more 

Covid-secure events in the near future, 

however, the latest Government 

guidelines relating to "The Rule of Six" 

have put a stop to face to face 

meetings in numbers larger than six, 

even outdoors, so we are now 

investigating our options with regard to 

possibly splitting our membership into 

smaller groups. Watch this space, as 

they say! 

That's all folks! 

 

Thank you and stay safe, 

 

Pam Malcolm 

Treasurer, Chineham WI 

 

Great Binfields School 
Have you ever thought about 

becoming a School Governor? School 

governors can transform the lives of 

children and young people by 

improving education standards. 

Working as a team, governors support 

and challenge school leadership. Their 

professional skills and expertise are 

harnessed to make strategic decisions 

that improve the learning environment 

and future prospects for children in 

schools. By volunteering your time you 

are rewarded by being part of your 

school’s improvement journey and can 

also have the opportunity to take part 

in activities with those that really 

matter - the children. 

 

At Great Binfields Primary School we 

are looking for someone to join our 

friendly team of Governors, following 

the resignation of a governor after 

many years of service. If you would 

like to contact us to chat about how 

you can shape and challenge the 

future of your local primary school 

please contact Mrs Janet Cullinane, 

Ch a i r  o f  G o v e r n o rs  ( ja n et m 

cullinane@gmail. com) or Mr Martin 

B i e r m a n n ,  V i c e  C h a i r 

(m.biermann111@gmail.com). Thank 

you. 

 

Debbie Robinson 
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Probus Club 
Probus Club member Dr Nick Waring, 

many years a partner at Gillies Health 

Centre in Brighton Hill, tells what 

prompted his calling. His father was 

involved with the St John’s Ambulance 

Brigade and the fact he also 

manufactured surgical needles 

encouraged Nick Waring’s interest in 

medicine joining the Welsh National 

School of Medicine in Cardiff in 1966. 

He recalled instances during student 

training that showed that practicing on 

patients was part of the curriculum. 

There was a saying “see one, do one, 

teach one.”  

 

The first baby he delivered as a 

student arrived the evening man 

landed on the moon. It was a boy and, 

of course, named Neil. His first job was 

in Southampton working for Prof 

Donald Acheson, who became the 

national Chief Medical Officer and 

then to work for WHO. Even though 

now qualified as a doctor, training 

involved two more years in various 

jobs in hospitals followed by another 

year as a trainee.  

 

In 1972 he started in Basingstoke as a 

GP. His personal list grew from 0 to 

3,500 in eighteen months. They had 

an on-call rota system working one 

night in five with a full day’s work 

either side. The Hantsdoc co-op came 

just in time as most GPs were on their 

knees. 

 

Hand written patient records gave way 

to computerisation with today, 

ancillary staff taking on more of the 

roles traditionally carried out by a GP. 

It is a different job to the one he 

started out with. 

Retiring in 2007, he is aware of how 

difficult it is to know when to seek 

medical help. He appreciates how 

problematic it can be for people to 

decide either self-care or use the 

medical service responsibly. But it is 

better to call unnecessarily than not 

call at all when you need to. 

 

See www.probusbasingstoke.club for 

more information. 

 

Paul Flint 

 

NWR 
National Women's Register (NWR) has 

380 groups across the UK connecting 

women who are interested in 

everything and talk about anything! Do 

join us for lively discussions, to share 

ideas, meet other women and make 

new friends.  

 

NWR is a member-led organisation 

with a very small budget. We only have 

a small, part-time staff team (mostly 

already working from home pre-Covid 

19) so that costs are minimal. 

U n e n cu mb e r ed  b y  l ay e r s  o f 

cumbersome bureaucracy the pro-

active staff team responded very 

quickly to the need to use different 

media to keep our brains active. 

Access to Digital Theatre Plus, lots of 

Zoom quizzes and several dozen 

excellent online speakers has been 

inc luded in our annual £25 

membership fee. Only the September 

online National AGM which ran over 2 

weeks with 10 different professional 

speakers incurred a cost of £2 for 

each of the 1 hour sessions.  

 

Each local group develops a structure 

to suit its members. In normal times 
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Chineham and Old Basing NWR hold 

the majority of monthly meetings in 

members' homes at 2pm on Monday. 

We also meet monthly for lunch in 

v a r i o u s  v e n u e s .  T h e  l a t t e r 

recommenced in July but the evening 

Book Group continued throughout 

lockdown. Following on from our very 

successful outdoor socially-distanced 

wine tasting in August we enjoyed an 

afternoon tea (with prosecco) in 

September in a Chineham garden. At 

other times we meet fortnightly by 

Zoom for discussions on different 

topics. For October we are each going 

to research the year our mother (or 

maybe grandmother) was born, and 

then discuss fashions, customs, 

events etc. and what was better and 

what was worse for her than for us?  
 

For more information please have a 

look at www.nwr.org.uk, or contact 

Karen via karen.dann@gmail.com or 

01256 328488 for a chat. 
 

Sandie Tapping 

 

World Sight Day 2020 

1.2 billion people need glasses to see 

better! World Sight Day, begun in 

2000 and celebrated annually by the 

Basingstoke Lions Club, will this year 

be very different, courtesy of Covid 19. 

For the first time the Club is unable to 

stage its usual stand in the Town 

Centre featuring a collection point for 

redundant spectacles and resources 

for the sight impaired. However, not to 

be beaten, the Club - with the wile and 

guile that’s kept it successfully 

responding to the needy of the town 

for 53 years - sought an alternative 

way to ensure the day was still 

marked, gaining much valued help 

from Morrisons supermarket.      

On a global scale the aim of this day, 

on which Lions Clubs around the world 

conduct various sight-related projects, 

is to focus attention on the universal 

issue of avoidable blindness and 

visual impairment and thus raise 

awareness about the importance of 

eye health and the need for quality eye 

care services for all.  
 

Locally, from 24th September up to 

and including World Sight Day on 8th 

October, Morrisons shoppers can find 

a home for their now unwanted 

spectacles – prescription, non-

prescription, sun, in fact any – by 

dropping them in to the clearly 

labelled receptacle in the store. From 

here these once useful visual aids will 

find their way via the Club’s 

partnership with Medico Lions Clubs 

de France to countries where so many 

have no access to spectacles. 
 

On World Sight Day itself, between 

9.30am-4.30pm, members of the Club 

will be on hand to accept, thank 

personally and, if wished, explain the 

work of the Basingstoke branch of 

Lions International, the largest 

voluntary association in the world. 

Perhaps even our mascot ‘Lennie’ 

might drop in – socially distancing of 

course! 
 

So shoppers, take your unloved, 

unwanted, unused spectacles with you 

on your supermarket shop – or make a 

special journey anyway (free parking!); 

they WILL find another home. Such a 

simple act can change the lives of the 

ultimate recipients beyond measure. 

(Note: No spectacle cases, thank you.) 

 

Ann Vicars 
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Linguatastic 
Watching and listening to the news, 

the world at the moment seems rather 

fractured; politicians with big egos, 

riots in the streets, terrorist attacks, 

different groups fighting one another. 

One example however, of when 

societies have come together is the 

reunification of Germany. On 3rd 

October, it’s “Tag der Deutschen 

Einheit” which commemorates the 

anniversary of German reunification in 

1990. This event, thirty years ago, is 

generally viewed as a positive point in 

history; how wonderful it would be if 

we could have more of these…  

 

Indeed, one thing that helps bring 

people together is of course, being 

open to different mind sets and being 

able to speak in each others’ 

languages. As Nelson Mandela once 

said, “If you talk to a man in a 

language he understands, that goes to 

his head. If you talk to him in his own 

language, that goes to his heart.” And 

that’s exactly what Linguatastic is 

about, opening up the world and 

helping us to better understand one 

another.   

 

Sadly, the number of people studying 

languages at secondary school is on 

the decrease. However, if you are one 

of those (or are related to one) who 

has chosen to take the languages 

route, then you might be interested to 

know that we are currently looking into 

starting up the following new groups: 

• French GCSE  

• German GCSE 

• Spanish GCSE 

 

And for the adults, we are looking into 

the viability of German for beginners. 

These would all, initially at least, be 

online. Should you be interested in 

finding out more, please e-mail 

info@linguatastic.com or telephone 

471474.   
 

Fiona Biermann 

 

Nature Notes 

I was watching the comings and 

goings in my garden during lockdown. 

Every time I moved a flower pot I 

disturbed dozens of woodlice - the 

pillbox (pill-bug) that curls up and the 

common woodlouse that can only run 

away. Mine were mainly the latter. 

Evidently the female lays up to 200 

eggs in her pouch, which is why there 

are always lots of small ones 

scattering away in confusion. There 

may be more creatures but I’m too 

busy trying to find a space where the 

pot can be left without squashing 

those underneath. 
 

It is peaceful at present as the birds 

have finished collecting food for 

hungry chicks. Most of garden birds 

had three broods this year, so the 

feeders had blue tits, house sparrows, 

dunnocks, great tits and blackbirds all 

chattering as they queued in line and I 

was forced to purchase more 

nourishment by mail. 
 

The local hedgehogs had a great time 

when able to cross the roads without 

being crushed. Two youngsters were 

spotted with parents. I have not seen 

any small ones this month, although 

there is still time for babies to arrive, 

so I must keep looking when I hear 

munching noises. 
 

The buddleias flowered very early 

which was good for some butterflies, 



 

 

but by pruning the finished blooms, I 

managed to obtain another crop of 

flowers in time for the later butterflies. 

I found a number of caterpillars 

munching at one of the linaria plants, 

but was horrified to discover that they 

were from the Cabbage White, so I 

shall have to look very carefully at the 

emerging growth next year, because 

lots of bees visit the flowers over many 

months. 
 

There was one frog but no frogspawn 

this spring. 

       

Ginny Wright  

479562, ginny.wright24@gmail.com 

 

NGS 
The NGS has carried out a survey on 

Gardens and Coronavirus 2020. Over 

2,400 people responded to the survey 

and the findings were pretty 

conclusive that gardens and outdoor 

spaces are vital to peoples mental and 

physical wellbeing. The whole report 

can be viewed on the website: 

ngs.org.uk. All our garden owners and 

visitors are well aware of this. 

 

There is much work going on behind 

the scenes at the moment with garden 

owners committing to opening for 

2021, and completing the registration 

documents ready to be collated into 

the county booklets. Hampshire are 

planning a new slimmer, more 

economical booklet for 2021, so 

watch this space. It may seem a bit 

early to be planning 2021 gardens, 

but with over 3,000 gardens opening 

nationwide there is a lot of work to be 

done by a very few people at Head 

Office. They will be working at full 

capacity for the next couple of months. 

This will probably be my last 

communication with you for a while, so 

I wish you all the best for the rest of 

2020 and hope for a more settled and 

healthy 2021. Keep safe and best 

wishes. 

 

Pat Beagley 

pat.beagley@ngs.org.uk  

 

Citizens Advice Basingstoke 
Trustees are the people in charge of a 

charity, and at Citizens Advice 

Basingstoke we are extremely 

fortunate to have a team of 7 

Trustees. We thank them for the work 

they do. They play a vital role, 

volunteering their time and working 

together to make important decisions 

about the charity’s work. Our Trustees 

ensure Citizens Advice Basingstoke 

has a clear strategy, and that its work 

and goals are in line with its vision. 

They safeguard the charity’s assets – 

both physical assets, including 

property, and intangible ones, such as 

its reputation. They make sure these 

are used well and that the charity is 

run sustainably.  

 

The Chair of our Trustee team, Ian, 

and a trustee, Terri, make the 

following comments: 
 

Ian- ‘Sometimes it is easy to forget 

that to provide a professional service, 

to those who need help and advice it 

needs more than just the people who 

give the actual advice. At Citizens 

Advice we have many different types 

of volunteer, from all walks of life. One 

important role is that of Trustee, where 

we are responsible for making sure 

that we have the funds, resources and 

strategic vision to keep our service 
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running. Terri joined us this year, and 

these are her reasons for joining.’  
 

Terri – ‘I joined the CAB as a trustee at 

the beginning of this year. I was 

attracted to the role due to my 

experience and observations of the 

amazing, good work of the CAB staff 

and volunteers assisting members of 

the public with a huge range of issues. 

Life as a trustee has proved hugely 

rewarding. We have a fabulous team 

of both paid and voluntary staff, who 

are totally dedicated to providing what 

is a vital, free service of advice and 

assistance. It is wonderful to see the 

responses from clients as they move 

from real concern and often crisis, to 

information, help and solutions, often 

finding that their lives are completely 

turned around by being able to find a 

sympathetic listening ear providing the 

right advice and a way round the 

problems that were previously facing 

them. 
 

And this has been especially true 

during the pandemic when the whole 

operation of the organisation was 

turned from in person appointments to 

online, web chat and telephone in a 

matter of days. The commitment of 

staff and volunteers to make this work 

and to continue to provide everyone 

that needs it with the advice and 

support that they require has been 

extraordinary.’ 
 

Perhaps you have skills or experiences 

that could help us? If you are 

interested in becoming a Trustee of 

Citizens Advice Basingstoke do contact 

us, (or if you have a problem, then 

maybe we could help you): 
 

Call us on 0300 3309 064  

Chat online: citizensadvice.org.uk/

contact-us 

W e b s i t e :  w w w . b a s i n g s t o k e 

andtadleycab.org.uk 

Or search on the National Citizens 

ad v i ce  w ebs i t e  w w w .c i t i z e ns 

advice.org.uk. 

 

Nicola Dale 

 

DDF 

Learn to play bridge now! Lessons 

starting this autumn. Bridge is a 

fantastic game for people of all ages 

and backgrounds. 
 

♥ Have fun 

♦ Socialise 

♣ Compete 

♠ Exercise your brain  
 

Contact us to find out the details, 

including a 5 week mini bridge course. 

Please visit our website at: https://

www.bridgewebs.com/basingstoke/

home.html or call 07810 832966, or 

email basingstokebridge.teaching 

@gmail.com. Lessons and other 

educational opportunities to improve 

your game are offered online until our 

club reopens when they will be face to 

face. 

 

Helen Kinloch 

 

Did you know?: Not only has 

Halloween existed since before 

Christian times as a Celtic festival 

called Samhain (which means 

"summer's end") but trick-or-treating 

has existed since medieval times. 

Back then, it was known as "guising" in 

Scotland and Ireland. Young people 

dressed up in costumes and asked for 

food or money in exchange for songs, 

poems, or other "tricks." 
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Four Lanes Infants School 
 

Year 1 and 2 are pleased to be back at 

school after a long time at home. We 

used Seesaw at home for our learning 

when it was lockdown. We did lots of 

learning, reading, maths, handwriting, 

learning about a book and writing.  

 

Year R have just started at school and 

are settling in well. We have been 

learning about the Zones of 

Regulation. Every day after we have 

sanitised our hands and then washed 

them, we put our names on the 

coloured zones of emotions and then 

sit down. If you are feeling sad (blue) 

or angry (red) we have been thinking 

about other activities that can help like 

star breathing, belly breathing, buddy 

breathing, cuddle a teddy or talk to an 

grown up.  

 

Year 2 have been learning about Begu. 

Begu is an alien, she has three eyes, 

two long floppy ears, she is yellow and 

has small hands. She crashed in her 

spaceship, which looks like a flying 

saucer and she is lost. She is worried, 

sad, unsure what to do and is missing 

her alien friends and Mum and Dad. 

We will be doing some writing about 

Begu. 

 

Year 1 have settled in well. They have 

been reading ‘Shark in the Park’ and 

joining in with the repeated phrases 

and writing lists and phrases.  

 

We are looking forward to all the 

exciting things we will do this year. 

 

Milan Rahunathan and Phoebe Rutter 

 

 

Old Basing  

Royal British Legion 

 

This year’s Poppy Appeal is fast 

approaching and there will be some 

changes due to the current 

Government guidelines. Face to face 

Poppy collecting will see volunteers 

standing behind a table replacing lone 

collectors with a Poppy Box and Tin. I 

am looking for additional volunteers to 

strengthen our loyal band of collectors 

so if you feel comfortable collecting, 

please contact me via the email below. 

All collectors will be issued with PPE to 

ensure we comply with the guidelines 

and ensure the safety of both 

collectors and the public alike. 

 

If you would like to be involved as a 

Poppy Collector,  my email is 

hampshire.chairman@rbl.community. 

All money collected goes to the Poppy 

Appeal.  

 

Tim Russell,  

Poppy Appeal Organiser 

 

 

 

Did you know?: the fear of Halloween 

or the festival of the dead is known as 

Samhainophobia. The most common 

symptoms of phobias are trembling, 

chest pains, heart palpitations, 

elevated blood pressure, shortness of 

breath, rapid speech or inability to 

speak, dry mouth, upset stomach, 

nausea, and hot or cold flashes. Not to 

be confused with eating too much 

sugar... 
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
 

No column was received by the 

deadline. 
 

 

 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Website: elainestill.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Borough Councillor  

Laura Edwards 
Congratulations to the 

owners of Greek Street who 

moved from their stall to 

the empty unit in Chineham 

Shopping centre (formerly 

The Trawlerman.) During 

this time, a lot of 

businesses are struggling, 

so to open a new local 

business is both brave and 

brilliant. Their open day on 

10 September was a huge 

success, and I thank all 

residents for their support 

and breathing some new 

life into the centre.  

 

Police have increased their 

patrols in Chineham, this is 

due to an increase in 

reports of anti-social 

behaviour in woodlands at 

night. If you are affected, 

please report all incidents 

to 101 and state the time 

of when the incident took 

place. This will assist the 

police to visit the sites 

during disturbances.    

 

Chineham Parish council’s 

community  Orchard 

(junction of Reading Road 

and Thornhill Way) is 

looking great this year. 

There is a good crop of 

apples that can be picked 

and enjoyed by the 

community.   
 

Laura Edwards 

Tel: 07999 120252 

Cllr.laura.edwards@basingstoke.

gov.uk 

Facebook: Chineham and 

Sherfield Park Councillor 

 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
As I write, the implementation of 

the ‘rule of 6’ gathering 

restrictions should simplify the 

understanding for all of us under 

the expanding Covid19 infection 

rate. The exemptions seem to 

vary at irregular intervals so I will 

not attempt to describe them 

here but the .gov link for the 

latest information is: https://

www.gov.uk/government/

publicat ions/coronavirus -

outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-

cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-

faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do. 
 

Chineham schools have taken 

great steps in preparing to 

accept the children back after 

such a long break and I have 

been enjoying listening to them 

as they travel to school behind 

our house and during their 

playtimes during the day. Judging 

by that reaction, the children 

seem to be reacting well to their 

new environment and I thank all 

the staff in our schools for 

making their return as enjoyable 

as possible to allow the learning 

process to continue. 
 

We continue our virtual meetings 

at the Borough and Parish 

Councils however, the possibility 

that BDBC may be able to 

resume a limited return to the 

Borough offices in the future is 

being considered using recent 

guidance from Central 

Government. In the meantime, 

Ward councillors are generally 

working from home and if any 

resident has any queries that 

cannot be addressed either by 

phone to 01256 844844 or the 

BDBC website, please contact 

us, 
 

Please stay safe. 

 

Paul Miller 

Borough Councillor 

01256 467400/07777 659022  

Cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov  



 

 

BDDF 

Basingstoke & District Disability Forum 

(BDDF) quickly responded to lockdown 

by moving our services on-line. We 

focused efforts on tackling isolation 

for our members by providing support 

virtually. Offering both weekly coffee & 

chat and chair yoga sessions. We also 

continued to provide our signposting 

activities which help those with 

disability related queries.  

 
BDDF are slowly reintroducing face to 

face yoga, whilst continuing the online 

sessions - both are free to attend. We 

are also exited to announce our brand 

new weekly Walking Group which 

again is free to attend, open to all 

ab i l i t ies and s t r ict l y  fo l lows 

Government group guidelines. Funded 

by ‘Energise Me’ these social walks 

are already being enjoyed by our 

members, an opportunity to make new 

connections whilst getting exercise 

and fresh air. Our next annual 

disability information day will take 

place in The Malls shopping centre on 

Friday 26th March 2021. If you are a 

local disability service or business 

operating in Basingstoke and are 

interested in exhibiting do get in touch. 

 

Over the summer BDDF organised 

Chineham and Sherfield Park’s first 

ever Scarecrow Trail. With 5 awards all 

voted for by the public, the community 

spirit shone and competition for the 

coveted title of ‘best in show’ was 

fierce with 91 displays all based 

around the theme of books. Our local 

charity partner for 2020 was the 

incredible Sebastian’s Action Trust 

who support children and the families 

of children with life limiting and life 

threatening illnesses. We are so 

grateful to everyone who supported, 

entered a scarecrow, sponsored and 

donated raffle prizes and of course our 

volunteers. A special mention goes to 

Chineham Facebook page for all of the 

advertising support. Thanks to you all 

it was a huge success raising over 

£5k. The feedback suggests we would 

be welcomed back. We plan to reach 

out in the new year to seek volunteers 

to be part of the 2021 organising 

committee.  

 

We will always find a way to continue 

supporting the disabled people in our 

community. Currently our offerings 

include weekly virtual Chair Yoga & 

meditation; Walking Clubs; and Online 

Signposting and Support groups. We 

would love to hear from you whether 

you have feedback, ideas on how we 

can best serve our disabled 

community or if you would like more 

information on our current services  – 

become a member of our BDDF 

community follow us on Facebook 

@ B D D F o r u m ,  e m a i l  u s  a t 

info@bddf.org.uk or call 01256 

423869. 

 

Amanda Knowles 

 

 

Did you know?: the record for the 

world’s largest pumpkin is held by 

Mathias Willemijns of Belgium. The 

monster pumpkin in question was 

2624 lb. Now that would be a bit of a 

squash in the average Chineham 

garden. Any competition from our local 

gardeners? 
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Minister’s Message 
It seems to be a bumper year for 

acorns! I came across a splendid 

specimen while enjoying yet another 

walk of discovery around our area! I 

picked it up because it's the biggest 

acorn I've ever seen! Despite proving 

to be 4cm long it inspired me to think 

of the mammoth difference in size of a 

well loved English oak tree in 

comparison with this acorn. 

 

All the DNA is present within these 

4cms from which another splendid oak 

can grow but first it had to fall from the 

tree into apparent oblivion to wait until 

germination can take place and the 

initial and tentative new growth can 

appear. There are times in our lives 

when we may be standing tall and 

flourishing but other times when we 

may have 'fallen to the ground' and are 

having a winter season in which there 

i s  very  l i t t l e  sense in  the 

circumstances in which we find 

ourselves. God, who is the 'God who 

Sees', has the whole picture in his 

sight and calls us again and again to 

HOPE! 

 

A much loved song expresses it 

brilliantly!: “In Christ alone my HOPE is 

found, he is my light, my strength, my 

song”. (Stuart Townsend and Keith 

Getty, from the song 'In Christ Alone', 

can be found on YouTube.) 

 

And a well known biblical verse is a 

prayer for us all to step into hope, 

whatever our present situation. ‘May 

the God of HOPE fill you with all joy 

and peace as you trust in him, so that 

you may overflow with HOPE by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.’ (Rom 15:13) 

 

Let's talk to ourselves and say 'Yes, my 

soul, find rest in God; my HOPE comes 

from him. Truly he is my rock and my 

salvation; he is my fortress, I will not 

be shaken'. (Psalm 62:5+6) 

 

Hazel Marchment 

 

Christ Church Activities 

Sunday services: By the time you read 

this, and all being well, we will have 

resumed services in person for those who 

feel able and ready. For those who 

haven’t quite got to that point yet, the 

service will continue to be streamed live 

on our YouTube channel and will remain 

available to view at any time.  The place 

to find it is https://youtube.com/c/

ChristChurchChineham. Services start at 

10am and will last for no longer than an 

hour. For the latest details, please see 

our Facebook page, website, or contact 

the church office (all details below) for up-

to-date information. Like everywhere we 

have to be Covid-secure, and face 

coverings are mandatory. If we have 

more people than can be comfortably 

accommodated in the Worship Area we 

will use the hall next to it as an overflow 

room and you can watch and listen to the 

service from there. 

 

We have also started a fortnightly 

midweek service on Wednesdays at 

11am. The aim is to alternate a simple 

said service with a simple celebration of 

the Lord's Supper (with the necessary 

precautions). Both will be smaller 

gatherings, and last no longer than 30 

minutes. This might suit shift workers, as 

well as anyone who would prefer to avoid 

a larger gathering at this time. For 

October, the dates are 14th and 28th. 

For the time being at least, there's no 

need to book in to either service. 
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Prayer requests: is there someone or 

something you would like us to prayer 

for? We have a prayer team who are 

ready to respond to all requests in 

complete confidence. Contact us by one 

of the methods below. 
 

Contact us: Telephone us at the office on 

01256 474280 or 07526 048037. 

E m a i l :  h e l l o @ c h r i s t c h u r c h 

chineham.org.uk, website: www.christ 

churchchineham.org.uk, Facebook and 

Instagram: christchurchchineham, 

Twitter: @ccChineham. 
 

Sparklers Baby and Toddler Group: 

Mondays and Thursdays 10.00-

11.30am. Play, snack, craft, stories and 

action rhyme time! With some changes 

we're able to meet again! Sparklers is our 

group for bumps, babies, toddlers, pre-

schoolers and their parents or carers. The 

biggest differences will simply be that 

parents need to wear masks, and we ask 

that you bring your own mug with lid for 

your hot drink. We need to limit the 

numbers coming, while we find our 'Covid 

feet'. We hope that we can increase the 

numbers soon, but for now you'll need to 

book in. And we ask you to book only 1 

session per family per week. We provide 

hot drinks and biscuits for adults, and 

fresh fruit and breadsticks as a healthy 

snack for the children. If you have 

questions please call Tonya on 07581 

3 7 3 1 2 3 ,  o r  e m a i l :  t o n y a @ 

christchurchchineham.org.uk. 
 

Staff changes: Last month we told you 

about the recent departures of two key 

staff members. We are pleased to 

announce that Liz Lang, a longstanding 

member of Christ Church and already 

serving as our Volunteer Safeguarding 

Officer, has now taken up the position of 

Assistant Ministry Leader. Liz will be 

assisting Jonathan with the wide range of 

things that Christ Church lead and 

provide in our church family and the 

wider community. 
 

Charity collections: we continue to collect 

stamps (new and used), old biros and 

marker pens, postcards, spectacles, and 

tops from supermarket milk bottles for 

charity. Please note we no longer collect 

batteries or foil – however most 

supermarkets have collecting facilities for 

batteries. Filled boxes for the Shoebox 

Appeal will be accepted (with £4 

transport contribution) up to the end of 

October. 

 

Gill Godfrey 

 

Chineham Parish Council 
Councillor vacancy: Councillors would 

like to thank Steve Oakley for all his 

hard work and wish him every 

happiness for the future. As a by-

election has not been called following 

this casual vacancy, the Parish Council 

will now seek to co-opt a new Parish 

Councillor.  

 

If you are interested in becoming a 

Councillor, please contact the Clerk or 

go to the Parish Council website where 

you can find out more on the role of 

Parish Councillors. Anyone interested 

in being considered for the role should 

send their application in writing to the 

Clerk by 31 October 2020 outlining the 

reasons why they wish to be 

considered, the skills they can offer 

and confirmation of their eligibility for 

holding office. 

 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 12 October 

2020. Please note that until further 

notice, meetings will be held remotely 

via Zoom. If you wish to attend the 
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meeting please contact the Clerk who 

will provide you with the link to join or 

please see our agendas. 

 

The Parish Council is here to help the 

residents of Chineham, so if there is a 

Chineham issue you are concerned 

about, please feel free to contact the 

Clerk, Sally Jackson on 01256 

4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 

Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 

0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 

 

Sally Jackson 

 

Eco–Corner 

What causes climate change? 

In the previous eco-corner article 

we’ve established that climate change 

is real and the planet is getting 

warmer. Now we’re exploring the 

reasons why this is happening in 

Chineham and across the world. 

Scientists have carried out a lot of 

research and they have established 

that the planet is warming because of 

human activities such as burning fossil 

fuels (e.g. coal and gas) which release 

greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide, 

methane and nitrous monoxide into 

the air.  
 

These gases have built up over time 

and now the level of carbon dioxide in 

the atmosphere has increased by 40% 

and is currently higher than at any 

time in the last 800,000 years. The 

greenhouse gases that have collected 

in the atmosphere form a blanket that 

traps the heat from the sun and 

causes the planet to heat up. As well 

as burning fossil fuels other human 

activities also cause climate change 

such as cutt ing down trees, 

commercial large-scale farming and 

use of cement. How these things 

produce carbon, which in turn warms 

up the planet, is explained here: 
 

• The more trees, forest and rain 

forest we cut down the fewer trees we 

have left to absorb carbon dioxide via 

photosynthesis. Humans cut down 

around 7 billion trees a year for timber, 

agriculture, mining and roads.  

• The farming of animals causes 

warming due to both cutting down 

trees to create land to farm the 

animals, grow crops to feed the 

animals and also because the animals 

themselves produce methane which 

as a gas is twenty times worse than 

carbon dioxide.  

• Using cement to construct buildings 

and infrastructure also results in 

significant CO2 emissions, this is due 

to the large volumes of CO2 created 

during the process of manufacturing 

cement. In fact, if the cement industry 

was a country it would be the third 

largest greenhouse gas emitter in the 

world.  
 

So, by living the way we do; burning 

fossil fuels to power, heat and light our 

buildings, power our vehicles, 

equipment, factories, televisions, 

computers and smartphones, cutting 

down forests, intensively farming 

animals for food and using a lot of 

cement we are causing the planet to 

warm up. The Chineham waste 

incinerator is an example of a local 

source of carbon emissions. It burns 

non-recyclable waste and turns this 

into electricity, in doing so it generates 

carbon emissions. 
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Why is climate change a problem?   

Some of us have enjoyed the warm 

weather over the summer, so it can be 

hard to understand why the planet 

warming up is a problem. Climate 

change is a problem because the 

impacts on the planet will make it 

unsafe for us and the animals we 

share the planet with. If the warming 

continues the resulting changes will 

affect where we can live, our safety 

and our access to food and water. 

Climate change is the biggest 

environmental challenge we have ever 

experienced and problems that we will 

face as a result of climate change 

include: 
 

• Increasing temperatures and worse 

weather including extreme weather 

events. 

• Forest fires. 

• Sea level rise and flooding. 

• Lack of food and water. 

• Extinction of animals and disruption 

of the global ecosystem including 

ocean acidification. 

• Increase in serious diseases (e.g. 

malaria) and health problems to due 

heat and poor air quality. 
 

This is why it is really important to 

understand the impacts of climate 

change. In the next eco-corner article 

we will find out more about what we 

can do about it. 

 

Miranda Chubb 

 

Basingstoke - Old Basing U3A 
Learn, laugh, live. Retired or semi-

retired? We’d love to meet you. Our 

outdoor groups continue to enjoy 

themselves! All our activities continue 

to follow government guidelines, and 

our outdoor groups are taking full 

advantage of the autumn! Our cyclists 

go on two and sometimes three rides 

each week; both our ‘walkers’ and 

‘walkers with cameras’ continue to 

explore the countryside.   

 

Indoor fun, a brand new activity, and 

holiday plans. The reopening of 

venues has allowed badminton and 

table tennis to restart - socially 

distanced of course - but for now many 

members are still having to meet up 

with their friends and enjoy their 

activities remotely. ‘Indoor’ activities 

which are currently resuming range 

from Literature to Environment & Us.  

 

We’re delighted to welcome a new 

gardening group, starting via Zoom at 

the end of September together with a 

new beginners’ bridge group. Check 

our website for details. https://

www.basingstokeu3a.org/. Undaunted 

by lockdown, our Excursion & Holidays 

organiser has plans afoot for a mystery 

coach tour and future visits to 

Buckingham Palace, SS Great Britain 

and the Royal Albert Hall. Further 

afield she has her sights on Greece 

and Croatia. Again, details on our 

website, and all in line with current 

guidelines.  

 

Uncomfortable with Zoom? The U3A 

supports  our Zoom meet ings 

nationally by providing us with tutorials 

and will take your telephone enquiries 

on 020 8466 6139, redirecting you to 

us locally. We’d love you to join us - 

only £5 from now until December 

2020 to take part in as much as you 

want! There will be an additional fee to 

cover January to August 2021 based 

on costs for the rest of the U3A year. 
 

Linda Wain 
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Basingstoke Lions Club 
The Zoom Quiz: We had our zoom 

quiz night on the first of August. 

Seventeen teams entered, but three 

failed at the first hurdle, couldn’t 

make the zoom connection. The 

Quizmaster nearly fell into that 

category which would have been a 

real disaster. The next problem was 

how long to leave between questions. 

The answer seems to be 18-20 

seconds. Our usual top team, “Haute 

Quizine”, won proving that honour is 

alive and well. Financially it was not a 

success. They say half a loaf is better 

than no bread, but this was crumbs. 

But, as my ancestors would have 

said, “Ay a mickle maks a muckle” so 

we’ll try again. 

 

The Business Meeting: This was 

supposed to be face to face at the 

British Legion. In fact due to a variety 

of circumstances we had half on 

zoom and half in the hall social 

distancing, with the whole kit and 

caboodle under the  control of Lion 

President. It went well for everyone 

but the minute taker who ended up 

with paranoid schizophrenia and got 

hauled over the coals for getting 

several important matters of financial 

significance completely wrong. The 

minutes had to be re-issued. 

 

The Future: We have had several 

fundraising ideas. However having 

touted them to various organisations 

whose co-operation / permission we 

would need, we have had nothing but 

negative responses. It appears that 

the pandemic is being used as an 

excuse to block anything that might 

involve people in a bit of work or 

initiative.  

 

The Past: Brian Locock, a Lion of 47 

years outstanding service, has 

p r o d u c e d  A  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e 

Basingstoke Lions Club. It deals with 

the essential elements of the 

founding of the Club in 1967 and its 

progress, without getting lost in nitty 

gritty details which, interesting 

though they are, would detract from 

the major highs and lows which have 

beset us in our 53 year history. 

 

Philip Wilson 

 

Cyclists  
Normally, I am very easy going but 

more and more I am getting fed with 

having to give way on the pavements 

for adult cyclists and wondered if it 

was just me. If I don't move there is no 

respect for social distancing, as most 

are younger and don't seem to bother. 

Why can't they use the roads which are 

much quieter than normal anyway? 

More annoying than the pedestrians I 

move out of the way for on a regular 

basis without so much as a courtesy. 

Not all of course. 

 

Glad to get that off my chest! 

 

B Mole 

 

Rotary Club  
Rotary and the World Celebrate The 

Eradication of Polio in Africa: 

We are in the middle of a Covid 19 

pandemic and are resting our hopes 

on a vaccination being developed 

quickly, so it was a timely reminder of 

other ongoing work on serious 

worldwide illness when it was 

declared, by the World Health 

Organisation on 25/8/2020, that polio 
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continue and needs to be funded. 
 

The part played by Jonas Salk: 

The unsung hero of this battle is a man 

named Jonas Salk, an American 

virologist and medical researcher who 

developed one of the first successful 

polio vaccines which quelled one of 

the biggest outbreaks of polio in the 

US when it was introduced in 1952. 
 

The rolling out of polio vaccination 

programmes around the world has 

been a great success. Joseph Salk has 

been hailed for his altruism, he chose 

to not patent the vaccine or seek any 

profit from it in order to maximize its 

global distribution and in doing so he 

gave the world a great gift. 
 

Until we end polio forever, every child 

is at risk. Smallpox is the only deadly 

disease to have been eradicated. This 

was in 1979. Polio is close to 

eradication but we will need to 

continue to fund the programme until 

it is achieved. Rotary Clubs around the 

world are committed to continue to 

fund the vaccination programme.  
 

Since the year 2000 The Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation have 

matched Rotary International funding 

by 2 to 1 to give a huge boost to the 

programme. We’ve reduced cases by 

99.9% since 1988. Worldwide 

scientists are working on a vaccine for 

Covid 19. 
 

Hopefully altruism will play a part so 

that it will be available to all, not just 

those who are able to pay but include 

those in the developing world with less 

ability to pay. 

 

Lindy Richardson 

had been eradicated in Africa.  

 

Polio has long been a feared viral 

infection that mainly affects children 

for which there is no cure. It causes 

nerve injury which leads to death or 

partial or full paralysis. Whilst the last 

outbreak of polio in the UK was in the 

1970s there are still many people in 

our country that live with the 

paralysing effects of this disease. 

British children are still routinely 

vaccinated against polio and kept 

safe from infection. 

 

Polio is preventable with vaccination: 

Rotary has been working to eradicate 

polio for more than 30 years. Our goal 

of ridding the world of this disease is 

closer than ever. As a founding 

partner of the Global Polio Eradication 

Initiative, we've reduced polio cases 

by 99.9% since our first project to 

vaccinate children in the Philippines 

in 1979. 

 

We've helped immunize more than 

2.5 billion children in 122 countries. 

So far, Rotary has contributed more 

than £1.4 billion toward eradicating 

the disease worldwide. Today, polio 

remains endemic only in Afghanistan 

and Pakistan, but it’s crucial to 

continue working to keep other 

countries polio-free.  
 

If all eradication efforts stopped 

today, within 10 years, polio could 

paralyse as many as 200,000 

children each year. These agencies 

have been working since 1996 to try 

to eradicate the virus from the African 

continent with sustained vaccination 

campaigns. Almost 9 billion polio 

vaccines have been delivered in the 

eradication programme and this will 



 

 

Read Easy Basingstoke 
Most of us take our ability to read for 

granted and are unaware that there 

are around 2.4 million adults in 

England alone who either can’t read 

at all or who struggle with this most 

basic requirement for everyday life. 

 

Adults who can’t read often struggle 

with even the most ordinary tasks 

such as food shopping or using public 

transport. They are five times more 

likely to be unemployed and will 

struggle to help their children with 

learning. They have difficulties 

reading and understanding basic 

health information – imagine how 

hard this will have been recently. 

 

Read Easy Basingstoke offers adults 

free, flexible, confidential, 1:1 

coaching sessions and our wonderful 

coaches and readers have done their 

best to continue wherever possible 

throughout the recent lockdown. It 

takes immense courage for an adult 

to come forward and ask for help – if 

you know of anyone you think could 

benefit from learning to read, please 

encourage them to give us a call on 

07592 450789. 

 

For more information on the work of 

Read Easy, please go to the website 

www.readeasy.org.uk. 

 

Lindy O’Callaghan 

 

Crime Prevention Bulletin 

Cold Callers: Hampshire Trading 

Standards would like to warn 

residents about cold callers at the 

door offering to clean driveways. 

Reports have been received from the 

Chandler’s Ford / Eastleigh area, but 

the alert is countywide. The cold 

callers are offering to clean driveways 

and will try to do a demonstration. 

They are very persistent, and will try 

to persuade the resident to have the 

work done, sometimes starting 

without permission. No paperwork is 

given before the work starts, and any 

flyers may contain false information 

and contact details. Payment in cash 

is requested. 

 
Advice from Trading Standards (TS): 

- TS strongly advise residents not to 

agree to work that is instigated as a 

result of a cold call. 

- Residents should obtain at least 3 

written quotes from reputable 

businesses or traders who are either 

members of the Buy With Confidence 

scheme or a recognised trade 

association. 

- To inform Trading Standards about 

cold calling, please report the matter 

to the Citizens Advice Consumer 

Helpline on 0808 223 1133. Please 

also try to obtain a name and 

address for the company. 

 
Relay (Keyless) Car Theft: Did you 

know it can take less than two 

minutes for thieves to gain full 

access to your car? 

 

Top 5 Prevention Tips: 

1. Keep keys in a signal blocking 

pouch (aka a Faraday Bag) out of 

sight and away from doors and 

windows. Don’t forget to do the same 

with any spare sets. 

2. Use a Sold Secure tested and 

approved Steering Wheel/Pedal/Gear 

Lock as a deterrent. 

3. Tracking devices can help track 
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down you r  veh ic le  and  the 

perpetrator should it be taken. 

4. Use your garage if you have one. 

Contact an MLA approved company 

for advice on garage locks. 

5. If you park on your driveway 

consider fitting outdoor motion 

detector lighting and CCTV. 

 
For further information regarding 

R e l a y  T h e f t  p l e a s e  v i s i t 

www.locksmiths.co.uk/faq/keyless-

car-theft/. 

 
SNAP Scheme: The Hants SNAP 

scheme has launched and aims to 

use submitted footage of dangerous 

incidents to protect road users 

across the region. Under the scheme, 

footage of dangerous incidents can 

be submitted via an online portal. 

This can be from a dash cam, head 

cam or other recording device that is 

being legally used. 

 
The footage must meet the below 

criteria: 

- It must be reported within seven 

days. 

- Should not be edited. 

- Should not have been deleted from 

your device. 

- Should not be shared on social 

media. 

- Needs to show between one to two 

minutes either side of the incident. 

- If it is from a collision, or an offence 

not listed in the criteria set out on the 

submission portal, then it will need to 

be reported by calling 101, or online 

via our force website. Along with the 

footage, people will submit a witness 

statement and will be required to 

answer some basic questions to 

support their statement.  

 

Suspicious Email Reporting Service 

(SERS):  

In April 2020 the National Cyber 

Security Centre (NCSC) and the City 

of London Police launched the 

suspicious email reporting service 

(SERS), which allows the public to 

report suspicious emails (via 

report@phishing.gov.uk) to an 

automated system that scans emails 

malicious links. The most common 

fake emails have been from TV 

Licencing, HMRC and GOV.UK. Since 

its launch the pioneering tool has 

received more than 1.7 million 

reports of phishing, identified 6,501 

scams, and removed 15,805 

malicious websites. 

 
Paypal Scam: Action Fraud have 

received a surge of reports where 

victims have received messages 

through Facebook Messenger from 

friends and family requesting to use 

their Pay Pal account to receive funds 

from the sale of items on eBay. 

Messages are sent by fraudsters 

purporting to be friends and family 

stating that they have sold a camera 

on eBay but that they are unable to 

process the payment as they either 

do not have a Pay Pal account or 

because their Pay Pal account is not 

working. 

 
For further Crime Prevention advice 

p l e a s e  v i s i t 

www.hampshire.police.uk/cp/crime-

prevention/. 

 

Hampshire Crime Prevention 
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Kids’ Chat 1! 

www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk 



 

 

Kids’ Chat 2! 
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www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk 


