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“Arnie” the baby blue tit is a lot more confident than his mum and let me get very 
close for this picture. He really enjoys doing his 'chin ups' to his cranberry fat 
block. Picture by Paul Shearman 
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July 2014 
Thank you to the two people who replied to my June editorial. 
 
You will have received a letter from the Borough Council asking for your views on 
the future governance (Parish Council) of Taylors Farm. There are probably many 
facets to this discussion, but from the Chat perspective it could spell trouble. If 
Taylors Farm became part of Chineham Parish we would feel obliged to include 
them in the Chat circulation. They would want and need editorial coverage and we 
would need extra advertisers to pay for the extra pages and additional copies. 
That would mean extra work for the volunteers who produce the Chat every 
month. The Chat would become much thicker and heavier giving our distributors a 
greater problem. It would also possibly become less “local”.  It doesn’t sound a 
very welcome proposition to me. I know which way I have voted! 
 
I apologise to the two contributors that have been omitted from this issue of the 
Chat. As I have said before, I do not generally like anonymous letters and will not 
use them without very good reason.      
                

Dennis Clapp 

Please Note 
The views expressed in Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team do not ac-
cept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in Chineham Chat. Copyright on all 
original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Hall  
The summer school holidays will soon 
be underway and most of the 
children’s activities in the halls will 
close for the summer break. If your 
children attend any of these sessions, 
please check to confirm dates when 
these will start again in September. 
 
Hopefully we will have a good summer 
and get out and about in some well-
earned sunshine after the washout 
winter. For activities to keep the 
children occupied, the playground, 
playing field and running trail are 
always available, and parents can take 
advantage of a sit down and a drink in 
the patio area whilst still being able to 
keep an eye on the children. 
 
If you are using the playground and 
surrounding area, could I ask you to 
ensure that children do not damage 
the woodland and leave branches 
strewn around, and that all rubbish is 
placed in the bins provided to create a 
clean and safe area for young children 
to play. Thank you. 
 
Most adult sessions in the halls, such 
as Aerobics, Slimming World, Zumba, 
Weightwatchers and Yoga continue 
throughout the summer, so if you are 
interested in attending  any of these 
sessions, please see the noticeboard 
for timings and details. 
 
Maria, who has been teaching yoga for 
t h e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s ,  h a s 
recently started a Yoga Class for 
Beginners on Thursdays, 6.50pm – 
8.15pm in the Community Rooms so, 
if you feel this could be of benefit to 
you, please call Maria on 07771 
9 2 1 1 8 5  o r  e m a i l 

maria@therealyouwithin.com. Maria 
believes yoga is for everyone and can 
be adapted to suit all ages and 
abilities, and feels privileged to have 
helped aid practice to improve 
posture, health and vitality for so many 
different people. 
 
Lynne Hughes 
 
 

Chineham Library 
Chineham Library celebrated its 30th 
birthday on 29 June. Thank you to 
everyone who came to our amazing 
Magic/Science show on the 28th, as 
part of our birthday celebrations. 
 
Over 50’s Group: The last part of our 
Body, Mind and Soul events took place 
last month, which was well attended.  
The next session will be on 6 
September, we will remind you of this 
event nearer the time. 
 
Crime Reading Group: This group will 
meet on Saturday 28 July at 10.30. Do 
pop into the library and ask for the 
current book.   
 
CHIPPS Reading Group: This session 
will be held on Wednesday, 16 July, 10 
- 11 am, again pop into the library for a 
copy of the next crime novel. New 
members very welcome to both of 
these groups. 
 
Rhyme Time with Signing: for children 
with additional needs. Come and join 
in. Sing, sign and rhyme on 
Wednesday 9 July, 10.30 - 11.00. 
 
Kni t  and Craft :  Every  other 
Wednesday, 9 and 23 July, from 2pm 
to 3.30pm, refreshments available. 
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And don’t forget—the Summer Reading 
Challenge starts this month. The 
Summer Reading Challenge takes 
place every year during the summer 
holidays. If you’re aged between 4 and 
11 come and sign up at Chineham 
Library, then read 6 library books of 
your choice, collecting stickers and 
other rewards along the way - all free.    
 
Wendy Castle 
 
 

No Neighbourhood Watch? 
I am writing in response to the item 
submitted in the June 2014 issue of 
Ch ineham Chat  ent i t led  "No 
Neighbourhood Watch". 
 
In fact Chineham does have a number 
of active schemes running - some 
possibly more active than others - but 
overall it is one of the better covered 
areas in the Basingstoke & Deane 
district. How many active schemes are 
there? Well anybody who had read the 
February issue of Chineham Chat 
would have seen the article written by 
Marian Adams about the current NHW 
coverage of Chineham currently 
running at about 33%. That article also 
expressed concerns about a seeming 
lack of interest by the residents of the 
66% of roads not currently covered by 
an NHW scheme. 
 
The article concluded with appeal to 
anybody who wanted to talk to 
somebody about NHW to contact me, 
Chris Bale, either by phone or email - 
and as a result of that article I had a 
grand total of.... 1 email. Yes - you read 
that right - 1 email! 
 
So I'll end with another plea to those 

residents of Chineham who are 
interested in more information about 
Neighbourhood Watch, and are willing 
to prove that the majority of the area is 
not overcome with an excess of apathy 
- contact me on 01256 327769 or at 
chris@bale26.plus.com. 
 
Chris Bale 
 
 

Found 
Dr Dre beats headphones around 
Chineham Shopping Centre on Sunday 
18 May.. Hampshire Police Found 
Property have been notified. If you are 
able tell me the model, colour, location 
where you may have left them and 
approximate time of day then I can 
return them to you. 
 
Rob Wilson 
Tel: 07730 711228 
 
 

Craft Fair 
Come and find us - the Chineham WI 
are holding a Craft Fair at the 
Chineham Centre on 12 July between 
11.00am and 3.00pm. 
 
There’ll be lots of goodies including 
Jewel lery,  Candles and other 
crafts.  Do try our cakes too. Please 
come along and meet us and find out 
more about your local Women's 
Institute Group.  Any enquiries call Gill 
Dixon (sec) on 01256 327140. 
 
Gill Dixon 
 
 
Did You Know? 160 million emails 
are sent daily, 97% of which are spam.  
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New Parent and Child 
Coffee Group 

Looking for a place that is child-
friendly and a chance for you to meet 
and chat with other parents? Well look 
no further. The National Children’s 
Trust (NCT) Chineham Coffee Group is 
for all parents and their children, and 
meets in a group member’s home 
every Thursday 10-12pm. A 50p 
donation is requested which goes to 
the NCT charity. Please email 
tracy.nct@hotmail.co.uk if you would 
like more information or join the 
Facebook group NCT Chineham Coffee 
Group. You do not need to be a 
member of the NCT to attend these 
coffee mornings. 
 
The NCT is probably best known for 
the antenatal classes. The NCT wants 
all parents to have an experience of 
pregnancy, birth and early parenthood 
that enriches their lives and gives 
them confidence in being a parent. 
Groups are a great chance for children 
to develop social skills and parents to 
form friendships.  
 
Tracy Hinnigan 
 
 

Tesco Trolleys 
I am a Chineham resident and just 
wanted to make a quick comment on 
the "Tesco Trolley Update" article in 
the June Chineham Chat. 
 
Whilst I agree abandoned trolleys are 
a problem, shaming Tesco into doing 
something about it I'm sure will be 
effective. However one thing that 
seems to be completely overlooked is 
the responsibility of Chineham 

residents to not take the trolleys in the 
first place. If I was Tesco I'd be 
tempted to set up a Facebook page 
shaming Chineham residents into 
doing something about their trolley 
theft. 
 
James Dean 
 
 

More Trolleys 
I have just read the Chat regarding 
Tesco trolleys dumped in Chineham. I 
agree that Tesco may be a bit tardy at 
removing the discarded trolleys but let 
us not forget that it is some residents 
of Chineham that are doing the 
dumping!  
 
I have recently enjoyed walking around 
Chineham taking photos of our lovely 
estate and feel so saddened that there 
is a small percentage who seem to not 
appreciate how lucky we are to be able 
to live in such beautiful surroundings. 
Almost everywhere you look there are 
superb trees, shrubs and wild flowers, 
there is a thriving bird population, deer 
and no doubt the odd fox. I just cannot 
understand why people choose to spoil 
this by leaving trolleys abandoned  or 
by letting their dogs foul.  
 
Please may I remind people that 
it their responsibility not to dump 
trolleys or allow their dog to foul before 
it is  someone else's responsibility to 
clear up after them . 
  
Carol Budd  
 
 
Did you Know? A twillionaire is a 
twitterer with a million or more 
followers. 
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Greening Campaign 
Last year, Government figures showed 
that Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council was the 10th worst district in 
Britain for recycling household 
rubbish.   
 
As most readers will already 
know, we can currently put the 
following in our green wheelie 
bins: 
* Newspapers and magazines 
* Junk mail 
* Envelopes 
* Telephone directories,  brochures 
and catalogues 
* Cardboard packaging cereal boxes, 
food packaging, egg boxes 
* Greetings cards 
* Drinks cans 
* Food tins (rinsed clean) 
* Aerosol can (unless they have a 
“skull & cross bones” logo or black 
cross on an orange background) 
* Plastic bottles (lid removed) 
 
It is very important that only the items 
which can be recycled are put into 
recycling bins as dealing with the 
wrong material is expensive and can 
sometimes lead to good material 
being contaminated and sent for 
incineration. Recycling should be 
placed clean, dry and loose into the 
green bin and not in a plastic carrier 
bag or black sack. The council can 
though, provide residents with a 
reusable bag for storing recycling at 
home, which is smaller than a second 
bin for the kitchen and easier to carry 
to and empty into your green bin. Call 
844844 to request one. 
 
Last month, the borough council 
announced that new recycling banks 

for mixed plastics have been installed 
in areas across the borough.  These 
bins take plastics which can’t be put in 
our green recycling bins, so: 
* Yoghurt pots 

* Margarine tubs 
* Food trays 
* Bottle tops  
* Tetrapaks (which contained 
liquids such as milk and juice) 
 
Unfortunately, there is not yet one 
in Chineham. Our nearest 
collection point for these items is 

The Lychpit Centre car park.  Making a 
special journey to drop items off there 
does though, rather defeat the object, 
so let’s hope that a collection point is 
soon put in Chineham. 
 
And what about other items?  Before 
putting them into your black bins, you 
might try to take them elsewhere: 
* Spectacles to Boots Opticians 
* Paint to the Community Furniture 
Project 
* Batteries to stores where batteries 
are sold 
* Wearable clothes and functioning 
small electrical items and furniture to 
charity shops 
* Non-wearable clothes to St 
Michael’s Hospice Charity Shop, 
Chineham 
* Food waste into a compost heap/bin 
 
And as the saying goes: “One person’s 
junk is another person’s treasure”.  
So, before throwing something away, 
why not consider offering it to others?  
One way of doing this is by joining the 
local “Freegle” group and e-mailing 
over 8,000 members with your offer.  
Simply search “Freegle Basingstoke” 
online. 
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The County Council is reviewing its 
household waste recycling centre 
(HWRC) service and wants feedback 
on how it can ensure its service meets 
the needs of Hampshire residents and 
represents good value for money for 
the council taxpayer. To respond, visit 
http://www.survey.hants.gov.uk/
hwrc.htm or request paper copies of 
the survey from the civic offices or the 
library or call Hantsdirect on: 0845 
603 5634. The consultation closes on 
Friday 22 August 2014. 
 
Fiona Biermann  
Don’t forget you can recycle bottle 
tops, inkjet cartridges and other items 
at Christ Church. Ed 
 
 

News from the Beat 
In the middle of May two addresses 
were targeted by burglars in the 
Parish. These were in Lillymill Chine 
and Saffron Close. Both premises 
were entered by smashing/forcing 
doors to enter the house. One is 
known to have occurred during the 
afternoon but it is not known when the 
other occurred as the occupants were 
away. Strangely however, nothing of 
note was stolen from either address. 
The fact the burglars ignored property 
they came across suggests that they 
were looking to steal cash or other 
very specific property. Again this 
demonstrates the need to prevent 
access to your rear garden by 
padlocking rear gates and trellising 
fencing. If they can’t get into your 
garden, they can’t get to your doors 
and windows to break in. 
 
In the early hours on 1 June youths 
vandalised a statue which belonged to 

an elderly resident at the over 60’s 
complex on Farm View Road. The 
youths caused a lot of noise and 
disturbance and I am appealing for 
witnesses to come forward if they saw 
or heard anything which may help us 
identify these youths. If people can 
check their CCTV systems around the 
area and contact me with any useful 
information I would be very grateful as 
it would give me great satisfaction to 
catch those responsible. 
 
A male living in Lillymill Chine was 
arrested on suspicion of dealing 
cannabis after we found him in 
possession of a very large quantity of 
cannabis. He is currently on bail 
pending the conclusion of our 
enquiries. 
 
Just after 03:00 hrs on 4 June a male 
attempted to steal a motorbike from 
outside a house in Southlands. 
Fortunately the owner was woken by 
the noise and the male ran off empty 
handed. If you saw or heard anything 
that may help our enquiries please 
contact us on the details below. If you 
own a motorbike, the best way to 
secure it is to keep it inside a locked 
garage or in a rear garden if possible, 
and secured to an immovable object 
or ground anchor with an approved 
chain. 
 
PC Jim Charlton 21015 and PCSO 
Richard Strauss 14735 
 
Beat surgery – 1st Wed. of the month 
at Costa Coffee in the Chineham 
Centre at 16:30-17:30 
Tel: 101 (or request to leave a 
message using our collar numbers).      
james.charlton@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
richard.strauss@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 



 

 

Rogue Traders 
and Cold Callers 

Having recently been a victim of rogue 
traders who cold called I feel the need 
to share my experience with the 
residents of Chineham in the hope 
that others avoid my experience. 
Needless to say I am disappointed in 
myself at falling into a trap that we 
should all be aware of. Trading 
Standards are now involved in our 
case, luckily we are not significantly 
out of pocket but we did have damage 
to the property which we have had to 
resolve via our insurance policy so the 
impacts will continue in increased 
premiums. 
 
I am unable to provide any of the 
specific details of my case as it is now 
under investigation but I can give a 
general outline. The work sought was 
driveway cleaning, gutter clearing and 
roof cleaning and sealing, the traders 
were in a large white Ford transit van 
with ladders on the roof, there were no 
company markings on the vehicle.  I 
have been impressed with the 
response of Hampshire Trading 
Standards and they have encouraged 
me to place this article in ‘Chineham 
Chat’ to increase awareness of this 
problem. 
Simple things to remember are: 
* Do not buy goods or services at the 
door 
* Do not buy on the phone* Only used 
trusted and approved local business – 
The Buy with confidence scheme is 
supported by Hampshire county 
council, there are booklets available 
a n d  i n f o  a t  
www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk 
 
Hampshire Trading Standards have a 

Quick Response Team who would be 
pleased to receive a call to report a 
recent visit from someone offering 
repairs or work to your property e.g. 
roofing, driveways, gardening. Very 
often such work is unnecessary or 
poor quality and the price charged is 
excessive. The trader may harass, 
pressurise or even try to scare you into 
having the work done. 
 
If you have been affected in this way 
or are concerned about a doorstep 
caller, please contact the Quick 
Response Team on 01962 833 666. 
Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm. If you 
have any concerns outside these 
times contact the police on 101 for 
help but if you feel frightened or 
threatened, dial 999. The Quick 
Response team has specially trained 
officers who can provide help and 
advice on how to deal with such 
callers in the future and can attend 
the incident at short notice if the 
trader is: 
* Still at your home 
* Due to return, perhaps to collect 
payment 
* Offering to take you to the bank to 
withdraw cash. 
 
For general enquiries regarding a cold 
caller, please telephone the Citizens 
Advice consumer helpline 08454 04 
05 06 who can also provide you with 
further advice and information. 
 
Anonymous 
 
 
Did You Know? Spam generates 33 
bn KWh of energy each year, enough 
to power 2.4 million homes producing 
17 million tons of CO2. 
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Chineham Parish Council 
Community Governance Review 
Consultation – arrangements for 
residents of Taylor’s Farm. You will 
hopeful ly  have received your 
consultation letters and the survey 
from Basingstoke & Deane Borough 
Council regarding the arrangements 
for Taylor’s Farm.  Residents are being 
asked to consider which Parish Council 
should cover Taylor’s Farm. The Parish 
Council would urge residents to 
consider the three options and to 
forward their comments to the 
Borough Council by 1 August 2014.  
The Parish Council has been invited to 
provide a response and once agreed, 
this will be available for viewing on the 
P a r i s h  C o u n c i l  w e b s i t e 
(www.chineham.gov.uk).  
 
Skate Park: The Parish Council is 
saddened that a number of litter bins 
have been vandalised recently at the 
Skate Park and that a much-used 
wooden bench which used to be 
located near to the Skate Park was 
removed and left in the vicinity of the 
Simon’s Road play area. Those 
responsible for moving it have 
damaged the footings and so the 
bench is currently in the Borough 
Council’s depot. Details of these 
incidents have been passed onto the 
Police and it is hoped that the PCSO’s 
will be able to patrol this area more 
frequently. 
 
The next Chineham Parish Council 
meeting is to be held on 14 July.  It 
starts at 7.45 pm in the Community 
Rooms at Chineham Village Hall (the 
public session will start at 7.50 pm). 
 

The Parish Council is here to help the 
residents of Chineham, so if there is a 
Chineham issue you are concerned 
about, please feel free to contact the 
Clerk, Sally Jackson on 474500 or 
email clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 
Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 
0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 
assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 
during office hours only please. The 
Parish Council website can be found at 
www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 
 

Volunteers Needed 
Have you some time to spare? Could 
you commit to helping us at least once 
a month? 
 
Yes. Then you could be part of the 
Home Library Service—taking the 
library out to someone who cannot 
make the journey themselves. 
 
Please ask at your local library of 
telephone 01256 478670 ext 
293032. 
 
Lois Lang 
 
 

£2 Lookalike Foreign Coins 
I write to ask that you circulate the fact 
that Polish money looking like a £2 
coin is being passed in this area.  
 
I have just received, in change from 
The One Stop Shop, a 200 Forint 
coin looking exactly like a  British £2 
coin.  People should beware and check 
their change before leaving any shop 
in the area. 
 
Tony Davie  
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Young Parkinsons 
Support Group 

Are you a younger person affected by 
Parkinsons, or maybe you are a carer 
of a younger person with Parkinsons? 
 
The Basingstoke Branch of Parkinsons 
UK is part of the national charitable 
organisation and exists to offer 
support and assistance to people, in 
the local area, with Parkinsons. 
 
Traditionally Parkinsons has been a 
condition mostly associated with older 
people but there is an increase in the 
number of younger people developing 
the condition. 
 
The Basingstoke Branch of Parkinsons 
UK wants to set up a separate support 
group for these younger people with 
the condition and is looking to reach 
people who would wish to participate, 
either as an organiser or as a group 
member. 
 
So, if you are a younger person 
affected by Parkinsons in some way 
and would be interested in being part 
of a socially based support group for 
the Basingstoke area please contact 
Stuart Banks on 07717 376332 or 
swbanks@btinternet.com. We will be 
happy to meet with you to see how we 
can involve you in our plans. 
 
Stuart Banks 
 
 
Did You Know? There are more 
than 4 billion cell phones in use. About 
3 million cell phones are sold every 
day. The first know cell phone virus, 
Cabir A, appeared in 2004. 

Borough Councillor  
Martin Biermann 

Since the last column, the local elections have 
come and gone. Chineham has seen no change 
in representation and – although now with a 
minority – the Conservatives remain as the party 
of administration. 
 
On the topic of how we are governed, I have 
always believed that the parish council is by far 
the closest to communities and thus very 
important. 
 
All Chineham households should, by now, have 
received a letter from Basingstoke and Deane 
seeking views on the nature of this local 
representation. This is because it has – 
belatedly – been appreciated that the current 
arrangements whereby Sherfield-on-Loddon and 
Taylor's Farm are one entity, just doesn't work. 
As indicated in the council letter, a way of 
improving this might be for Taylor's Farm to have 
its own parish or alternatively to become part of 
Chineham. This latter was, of course, how things 
were first envisaged when the concept of 
building Taylor's Farm was forced upon the 
locality by a government inspector. 
 
The issue for Chineham residents to consider is 
how it might impact upon the existing parish. 
Those who follow such things, will hopefully 
agree that the parish council does a pretty good 
job in trying to influence the borough and county 
councils to behave thoughtfully towards our 
parish. Would taking in another thousand 
households on top of our existing 3.5k be 
harmful or constructive? One might suggest that 
as a new community Taylor's Farm would be a 
distraction for Chineham PC, or alternatively that 
since so many local services are shared 
between the two communities (most of them 
based in Chineham) it would make sense for a 
single parish to be responsible for the lot. 
 
The decision rests with the borough but local 
input is very important. I hope to draw up some 
further background information and have this 
available before the 1 August deadline for public 
responses. 
 

Martin Biermann 
Tel: 01256 352434 
cllr.m.biermann@basingstoke.gov.uk 
Facebook: Chineham Spotlight 
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County & Borough 
Councillor Elaine Still 

I was horrified to see the tree felling 
along Dixon Road between Taylor’s Farm 
and Sherfield. It looks terrible and has been 
carried out without planning permission. The 
Wild life has suffered too. 
   

Here’s what the Council has done: 
* Applied for and obtained a court injunction 
* Served tree preservation orders 
* Referred the matter to the Forestry 
Commission 
* Referred the matter to the Police  
   

Court Injunction: This aims to prevent any 
building, engineering or other operations in, 
on, over or under the land without planning 
permission or making a material change in 
the use of the land by using it for residential 
purposes.  The injunction has been granted 
and served as instructed by the court.  It 
forbids anyone from doing anything on the 
land that would need planning permission. 
Evidence of anyone breaching this order 
could result in them being sent to prison by 
the county court. We hope that the injunction 
will be respected. Anyone who has evidence 
that it has been breached should contact 
the Borough Council with as full details as 
possible. 
  

Tree Preservation Orders: The Council has 
served TPOs in relation to many of the 
remaining trees. 
  

F o r e s t r y  C o m m i s s i o n :  T h e 
Council believes that the operators need a 
licence from the Forestry Commission to carry 
out this work. It has therefore referred this 
matter to the Commission. 
  

Police: The Police have been informed as 
they have an interest in protecting wildlife in 
such areas. 
  

This is likely to be a fast moving issue and 
events may have moved on by the time my 
article reaches you. I am closely monitoring 
the situation but please free to contact me 
for further information.   
  

Elaine Still 
Tel: 01256 880926             
Mobile: 07747 862913 
cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor  
Paul Miller 

Last year we suffered a very cold 
Spring – this year it was wet yet mild. If 
our garden is anything to go by, we 
should once again have an abundance 
of fruit and vegetables – the current 
fine weather permitting. 
 
The preparatory work for the 
improvement to the Black Dam 
roundabout has started as you will 
have seen, with a completion date 
planned for Spring 2015. I will, with 
my fellow Chineham Councillors, be 
following the proposals for traffic 
diversions throughout the time of 
those works because, as we all know, 
even a small disruption or accident in 
the road network brings traffic chaos. 
When more details are available we 
will give the widest publicity possible 
to the residents of Chineham as the 
impact will affect us all. 
 
The new Council Year has just started 
with some positive changes that 
should streamline the Committee and 
decision making process. As a 
consequence, this should, with a new 
era of co-operation between all 
Councillors, deliver a much improved 
Governance regime and better 
services for the residents of the 
Borough. 
 
Paul Miller 
Tel: 01256 467400 
Mobile: 07777 659022 
cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  
 
 
Did you Know? Google handles 
about I billion queries per day, 
releasing some 200 tons of CO2. 



 

 

Thanks for the Chat 
This evening I was happy to receive a 
copy of the June Chineham Chat 
through my door just in time to take 
with me upstairs to read whilst nursing 
my baby to sleep.  
  
Having read your Editor's opening I felt 
I wanted to get in touch to let you 
know just how pleased this 
one Chineham resident is that the 
Chat exists. 
  
My husband and I used to rent a flat  
in North Binfields back in 2007 and I 
enjoyed receiving the monthly 
community communication back then. 
Having since moved out of Hampshire 
and come back to buy our home in 
Chineham, I smiled when one day the 
booklet fell on my doorstep because, 
to me, the Chat signified the real 
sense of village and community 
present in Chineham and I was 
delighted to have returned to it. 
  
I find it very useful - if ever I need a 
service I look to the Chat for an advert 
as I like to give my business to local 
people where possible. I had my car 
MOT'd by a featured service centre 
last month  and I called upon a gas 
engineer advertising in the Chat and 
was impressed by both of them. 
  
It is also very informative. Without the 
Chat this month I can honestly say that 
I wouldn't have been aware of the Old 
Basing Carnival or the World Party at 
Eastrop park and I wouldn't 
have realised the wealth of classes 
and groups that clearly run between 
the village hall, church and school. 
As a new Mum I am aware, now more 
than ever, how important it is to have 
a sense of community and know that 

activities are available on the 
doorstep. Before this issue I was 
unaware of the Tesco Trolleys 
campaign and am impressed to learn 
of a proactive Facebook page, which I 
have now "liked" of course! 
  
So, to refer to your comment, I do use 
social media, but I still feel there is 
definitely a place for the Chat and 
would be extremely disappointed if it 
ceased to exist. 
 
On that note, I notice that the Chat is 
looking for distributors and so I will be 
contacting Tony to volunteer as it is a 
small way to show my appreciation for 
something which, to me, is so much 
more than a booklet. 
  
Thank you for your dedication and 
keep up the good work! 
  

Caroline Farrell 
 
 

You Are in Touch 
We really enjoy reading the Chineham 
Chat and want to say that you are 
definitely not out of touch with the 
local community and you do serve a 
great purpose.  
 
We have only recently moved to 
Chineham and, while finding our feet 
in a new area with new jobs/
commutes etc we don't seem to have 
the time to support the local 
community as much as we'd like at the 
moment. We love the area and people 
we have bumped into. 
 
Thanks again to you and the team for 
providing a superb monthly magazine 
for everyone. 
 
Paul Shearman 
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Minister’s Message 
Fun – I wonder what comes to your 
mind?  
 
Recently, as part of my Sabbatical I 
was sitting by the side of the River 
Rhine in Basel and was recalling the 
previous time I had sat there. On that 
occasion I had been watching people 
floating down the river clutching bags 
with their clothes in. It is an annual 
event and it is describe in the publicity 
as Basel having fun! It didn’t seem to 
me that way as the water was cold and 
the river flowing fast! 
 
But what is your idea of fun? Watching 
the World cup, avoiding the world cup, 
what is it? 
 
I personally find fun in many different 
areas. Yes I enjoy sport both watching 
and playing and sometimes it is fun 
but sometimes it is too serious. I like 
being with people and having “fun”. It 
is fun spending time with my family 
and especially the grandchildren. Then 
of course going on holiday and relaxing 
can be fun. 
 
It is an important component of life 
isn’t it? However, I know some people 
feel that to be able to have fun they 
need money, money to buy things, to 
pay for fun activities, fun holidays and 
so on. I don’t doubt that if you can 
afford to pay then you can have fun. 
Mind I’m not sure that however much 
money I had I would do the indoor 
skydiving at the Leisure centre! 
 
I do though feel one can have fun and 
enjoy things without a lot of money. I 
remember my childhood, we didn’t 
have a lot of money but we had a lot of 
fun. 

It may surprise some people if I say I 
think that God wants us to have fun 
and to enjoy life! 
 
Some may say that God sets so many 
rules and regulations, there are lists of 
dos and don’ts so how can that be so? 
They may also point to the fact that the 
word fun, in the sense we are using it, 
is absent from the Bible. 
 
However I see God as a heavenly 
Father who as the perfect father wants 
the best for his children and that 
means having fun, though I’m still not 
sure about floating down the Rhine! 
 
More I think God doesn’t just want us 
to have fun he gives us the means to 
have fun. In Paul’s first letter to 
Timothy Paul asked Timothy to 
encourage his church people “to put 
their hope in God who richly provides 
us with everything to enjoy” 1 Tim 
6v17. 
 
What does he give us? He gives us life 
and health, sun and rain, friends and 
family and the whole of this amazing 
creation. He gives us brains to dream 
up activities and he gives us laughter. 
 
So have fun – I think God wants us to. 
 
Ian Bentley, Minister at Christ Church 
 
 

Christ & Community  
Church Activities 

Welcome to Christ Church Chineham! 
  
Our Sunday services are at 9am and 
1 0 . 3 0 a m ,  a n d  e v e r y o n e  i s 
welcome!  Our 9am services tend to be 
quiet and reflective.  They finish by 
10am and include a service of Holy  
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Communion every other week.  Our 
10.30am services follow the same 
theme, and there are groups for 
children of all ages from 0-18+ (no 
charge) together with a worship band 
usually including drums and 
guitars. During July we will continue 
our sermon series entitled “The King 
and his Kingdom” looking at 1 
Samuel.  Take a look at our website for 
a copy of the sermon programme – 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk    
  
Coffee and Co, our Monday morning 
cafe, is open from 9.30am to 11.30am 
every Monday during term-time!  There 
are delicious cakes and “posh” coffee 
on sale, with drinks and craft activities 
for the children, and a selection of 
books, cards and fairly traded 
groceries on sale. There is plenty of 
space to meet with friends and make 
new ones.   
  
CCBBies is our Thursday morning 
group for pre-school children and their 
parents/carers from 10am to 
11.15am – they meet every Thursday 
during term time.  Activities include 
free play, refreshments, a Bible story, 
prayers, songs and crafts. There is no 
charge and all are welcome! 
  
Children at primary school are invited 
to join us for Kids’ Club on Saturday 
19 July from 5-6.30pm.  All the usual 
fun and games will be on offer, and 
there are sure to be crafts and music 
too!  The entrance fee is £1 – bring 
some extra cash for tuck and a hot 
snack, and bring a friend or two as 
well!   
  
Messy Church will take place on 
Monday 14 July when families are 

invited to come along to find out about 
Jesus and the Bible in a fun and messy 
way!  Doors open 3.45pm for 
refreshments/games, crafts/activities 
from 4.15pm, supper is served at 
5.15pm and it is time to go home at 
5.45pm.  There is no charge, although 
donations towards the cost of the food 
are always welcome.  There is no need 
to book, but if you are coming and 
have a special dietary need it would be 
great if you could let us know in 
advance.   This month we will be 
looking at the story of the Woman at 
the Well from John 4. 
  
TGIF Youth Club – young people from 
year 6 upwards are invited to join us 
for activities every Friday during term 
time!  The Club will be open from 8-
9.30pm.  The entrance fee is £1 per 
person – bring along some extra cash 
for tuck and bring a friend or two as 
well.  There are “special activities” 
each evening e.g. outdoor games, 
BBQ.  See our website for details at 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk 
  
Our Prayer Room is open while the 
building is open. Everyone is welcome 
to come and sit quietly in prayer and 
reflection. On the subject of prayer, if 
you have any prayer requests please 
let us know and we will pray for 
you.   “Come and Pray” with us on 
Monday 28 July from 8-9pm when we 
pray for our community, our church 
and our world.  All welcome – you do 
not have to pray out loud and prayers 
are led.   
  
There will be a quiet reflective service 
of Holy Communion at 11am on 
Tuesday 29 July followed by lunch at 
12noon.   You are welcome to attend 
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either or both!  Lunch costs £4 for 
adults and £2 for children – just turn 
up, no need to book.  All welcome.  If 
you have any special dietary needs 
please let us know in advance!    
  
On Wednesday 16 July our mission 
partners Michael and Nicky Duncalfe 
from Mission Aviation Fellowship 
based in Papua New Guinea will be 
joining us for an interactive evening – 
do contact us for details.  All welcome.  
 
We have a range of rooms that you 
can hire out on a one-off or regular 
basis.  Perhaps you are looking for 
somewhere to host a children’s party 
or a special celebration meal?  Or 
maybe you run a group that is looking 
for a venue?  Our prices start from 
£7.50 per hour – that rate includes 
use of the nearby kitchen/snack bar 
and fairly traded tea, coffee and sugar 
are provided, as well as squash for any 
children.  A range of groups hire rooms 
on a regular basis including Fitsteps 
(dance/exercise), Bridge and Tiny Talk, 
and U3A groups such as Thomas 
Hardy, Photography and Latin.   For 
details of current activities and room 
hire details take a look at our website 
or contact Ruth in the office.  
  
Thank you to everyone who continues 
to bring in items for our various charity 
appeals – as well as collecting used 
stamps and postcards, the tops from 
supermarket milk bottles, spectacles, 
food (e.g. snack pots, tins, tea, coffee, 
breakfast cereals) for the Camrose 
Day Centre, and bedding and sleeping 
bags for May Place, the hostel for the 
homeless in Basingtoke town centre, 
bedding and towels for a “safe house”, 
we are also currently collecting socks 
(new and used, particularly men's 

socks) and flasks for May Place. You 
can drop your donations of bedding, 
flasks and socks into the Church 
office, or take them directly to May 
Place. We also collect used inkjet 
cartridges so if you have any you would 
like to donate we would be delighted 
to receive them.  We continue to 
collect items for our Christmas 
shoeboxes all year round so if you 
have any toiletries, stationery, small 
toys, hats, gloves, mittens or scarves 
you would like to donate we would be 
delighted to receive them!  We are also 
in need of spare wool as lots of folk 
knit for us, as well as empty 
shoeboxes.   
  
For details about any of our services or 
activities please contact Ruth in the 
office (Christ Church, Reading Road, 
Chineham, RG24 8LT, 474280, 
admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk) 
or take a look at our website 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk. 
Also, you can find us on Facebook 
(.facebook.com/hristchurchchineham) 
and follow us on Twitter @ccChineham   
  
Community Church  
You will find us at our regular home of 
Four Lanes Junior School. We are a 
relaxed group of about 80 people 
across the age ranges, who meet to 
worship God in a lively and 
contemporary way. To find us come to 
Four Lanes Junior School for 10am on 
Sunday or check out the web site at 
www.bccnet.org.uk/east. You are 
welcome to visit us anytime or to find 
out more online. Alternatively you can 
make contact via our office on 01256 
316000 and ask for Phil Norris.  
 
Ruth Randall 
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Yorkshire Lass 
I moved south just over 9 years ago 
and my dad, Yorkshire born and bred 
like me, was worried what they'd think 
of a northern lass landing in Hants!  
 
Well , I have to tell you, I haven't been 
happier and as we are now moving on 
abroad, for another chapter in our 
lives, I'd like to say a huge thank you 
to Hampshire for being such a 
wonderful place, with such wonderful 
people.  
 
My neighbours in Elvetham Rise, and 
in particular, Jeanette, Brian and 
Belinda,  and Chad have been simply 
wonderful , and I hope our buyers feel 
as at home as we did.  To the staff in 
Tesco, particularly Debbie at the petrol 
station, and the staff there who 
supported me so well when someone  
reversed into me some months ago 
and to all at the Barn Animal Hospital 
who have been great , despite the ups 
and downs of pet life. I shall miss you 
all, and Hampshire and my football 
team- c'mon you Saints! 
 
It's a beautiful county with everything 
going for it. 
 
 Sue Fox 
 
 

Speeding in Chineham 
Irresponsible driving and speeding is 
often caused by a deadly combination 
of youthful inexperience and cars. It is 
also sometimes the result of driver 
frustration at having to travel on 
inadequate roads. In Chineham we 
have roads that were built in the 
1980s when cars were smaller than 

now. We also have several areas 
where the placement of bus stops 
effectively halts traffic whilst 
passengers join or leave the bus. The 
result is frustration at journeys 
delayed and appointments missed 
which leads to speeding “just this 
once”. 
 
None of  the above excuses 
irresponsible driving; however, it does 
highlight a problem that we have seen 
in Chineham whilst our Speedwatch 
teams have been out monitoring the 
road speed situation. On at least one 
occasion in our parish we have 
clocked a driver doing 45mph in a 30 
mph zone. Given the number of 
schools, small roads and elderly 
housing areas, it is only a matter of 
time before we have a serious 
speeding incident in our community, 
unless we can get our “Slow Down” 
message across to Chineham drivers. 
 
Your parish council has invested in 
Speedwatch equipment which can 
accurately identify a speeding car 
which the Speedwatch team can then 
log and, if necessary, report to the 
police. This can lead to the issuance of 
a warning letter or even a visit from 
police officers to the offending driver, 
the vast majority of whom actually live 
here in the community.  
 
At Speedwatch we are not vigilantes; 
but we do want to do something about 
an issue before it becomes a tragic 
problem. To do this we need your help. 
Will you give up a couple of hours a 
month to help us please? If so, please 
contact clerk@chineham.gov.uk. 
  
Steve Oakley 
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Chineham Village Show 
The show is on Saturday 20 
September at  Chr ist  Church, 
Chineham, at 3.00pm. 
 
Cream Teas and Refreshments 
available. Presentation of certificates 
at 4:30pm 
 
Exhibits unless reclaimed by exhibitors 
will be auctioned immediately after the 
presentation of certificates in aid of St 
Michael’s Hospice. Gifts of flowers, 
fruit and vegetables not required for 
exhibition will be welcome for sale. 
 
To enter you must live, work or worship 
in Chineham. There are 53 classes in 
which to exhibit covering Fruit and 
Vegetables, Flowers, Domestic, 
Photography (serious and casual), 
Handicrafts, Organisation/Club and 
Children's entries. You can obtain a full 
schedule and entry conditions from 
C h r i s t  C h u r c h  o r  a t 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk.  
 
All entries must be received no later 
than Wednesday 17 September. 
Exhibits can only be staged between 
9:30am and 11:30am on day of Show, 
no items can be received prior to this 
time. Fees collected on the day. 
 
For queries and further information 
please ring 01256 819160 . 
 
Liz Lang 
 
 
Did you Know? The Motorola DynaTAC 
8000X was the first cell phone sold in 
the USA, launched on April 1984. It 
weighed 2 pounds! The first public cell 
phone call was made in 1973. 

Run the Vyne 
The Vyne, at Sherborne St John, is set 
to host its inaugural running event – 
‘Run the Vyne’. The National Trust 
property, near Basingstoke, will 
welcome runners for the first time on 
Sunday 14 September, and the event 
is now open for entry.   
 
‘Run the Vyne’ is being organised by 
Chineham Park Running Club (CPRC), 
who have teamed up with The National 
Trust to provide a unique running 
event that should appeal to both first-
time runners and seasoned athletes 
alike.  
 
Runners can either choose to take 
part in a 5km or 10km multi-terrain 
course, which starts and finishes on 
the Vyne estate, don’t forget your trail 
shoes as this course is not suitable for 
road trainers. The cross country course 
is suitable for beginners, whilst also 
being suitably challenging for more 
experienced runners – some of which 
will use it as practice for the ensuing 
Basingstoke Half Marathon, which 
takes place just three weeks later.  
Those aged 15 years or over can take 
part in the 5km race, whilst those 
aged 18 years or over can participate 
in the 10km distance. Each participant 
will also receive a unique medal, and 
free entry into the Vyne on the day of 
the race.   
 
For more details, or to join the 
hundreds of other fitness enthusiasts 
at the Vyne this September, you can 
visit www.runthevyne.co.uk or search 
‘Run the Vyne’. 
 
Jason Burke. Tel: 07787 299699  
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Linguatastic, School of 
Languages 

Towards the end of another academic 
year, we wish many of our pre-
schoolers the best of luck as they 
prepare to start “big school” in 
September.  Later this month, we will 
be enjoying end of term picnics 
(hopefully in the sunshine) and bidding 
them farewell with lots of photos and 
we hope, lots of fond memories. 
 
At the other end of the age spectrum, 
we’d also like to consider our adult 
students. Last month, there was a 
national celebration of “Adult 
Learners’ Week”.  As the saying goes 
“You’re never too old” and the 
students in our French, Italian, 
Spanish and German classes all prove 
exactly that. Many of them are keen to 
learn (or improve) not only a language, 
but to also find out more about the 
culture and traditions of other 
countries.  Some join classes for work 
purposes, some for travel, some just 
because they enjoy learning!  
Whatever their reason, the results of a 
recently published study by the 
University of Edinburgh suggest that 
learning an additional language can 
have a positive effect on the brain.  
The findings of the study indicate that 
those who spoke two or more 
languages had significantly better 
cognitive abilities compared to what 
would have been expected from their 
baseline test. The strongest effects 
were seen in general intelligence and 
reading. 

So, with this in mind, in an attempt to 
open up languages to even more 
adults, Linguatastic is considering also 

of fer ing  beg inners  Mandar in , 
beginners Japanese and advanced 
Italian in the new academic year.  
Those potentially interested should 
please get in touch via e-mail to 
info@linguatastic.com or telephone 
811100. 
 
Fiona Biermann 
 
 

Graduates Help Naomi 
As part of the graduate scheme at 
Vodafone, myself and five more 
graduates will run the Naomi House 
charity store in Chineham on the 17 
July, with the aim to raise as much 
money as we can to support the 
hospice.  
  
We are thinking of running numerous  
fundraising activities on the day like 
happy hours, raffles, and partner with 
local stores for support. 
 
Please come along and support us and 
Naomi House. 
 
Ioanna Kafkaletou  
 
 

Garden Shop Open 
Old Basing Allotment & Garden Society 
shop in Riley Lane, Old Basing is open 
on 6 and 20 July only from 1030 
to  12 noon. Membership is £5. 
 
Tony Stoney  
  
 
Did you Know? About 20% of the 
videos on YouTube are music related. 
24 hours of video viewing is uploaded 
every minute on YouTube. 



 

 

Nature Notes 
I was saddened to see my Weigela in 
full flower in  mid-May instead of July. 
According to my notes from last year, 
the weather also  produced plants that 
flowered at the wrong times, but for 
different reasons. Half of my Buddleya 
are going to flower in a week, but as I 
gave some a prune at Chelsea time, I 
might have more blooms in August for 
the usual butterflies.      
 
I drove round to view Tollhouse 
Meadow and arrived to be greeted by a 
golden hollow of Buttercups. It’s lovely 
to see patches of buttercups in other 
spots, thanks to BDBC allowing us to 
have wild areas. Did you manage a 
glimpse of the meadow on Binfield’s 
Roundabout? I was lucky enough to 
see a wild front lawn complete with 
Orchis. The owner, Nigel, informed me 
those flowers appeared about seven 
years ago. Thank you for protecting 
them. Before leaving, Peter showed 
me the bank, also left uncut, 
where  the Dog Daisies mingled with 
Bird’s Foot Trefoil, Lesser Stitchwort 
and lots of grasses.  
 
Thanks to Malcolm Bottrill’s book on 
Chineham’s flowers I was lucky to 
identify the Field Madder in the lawn 
n e x t  d o o r ,  b u t  e v e n  t h a t 
publication failed to help me with a 
plant which is either a Speedwell or an 
Eyebright. Still, when Chris arrives, it 
will disappear under the patio cleaner 
until next year. By then I might have 
discovered its name! 
            
Hazel told me she had seen a Jackdaw 
on her bird feeder, but it hasn’t moved 
i n t o  m y  g a r d e n ,  t h a n k 
goodness, because the Blue Tits, 

Great Tits and House Sparrows have 
babies nesting in the hedges. The 
parents work so hard, I want to help as 
much as possible so, I rush to fill the 
containers with an assortment of food. 
Unfortunately, a pair of Starlings eat 
masses without leaving to feed any 
young. 
         
I am off to do battle with the slugs and 
snails who eat the Hosta leaves. I also 
feed the hedgehogs, who reward me 
by leaving piles of poo, usually on the 
doormat. 
 
Please send your sightings to me at 
ginnywright2@btinternet.com or 
479562. 
 
Ginny Wright 
 
 

Bins Not Emptied 
Is there anyone else who, like me, is 
fed up with the refuse collectors not 
emptying their bin because it contains 
the wrong type of rubbish or wasn't 
positioned exactly 25.4mm from the 
edge of the pavement with the handle 
pointing towards the Town Hall? 
 
If this trend continues, I can envisage 
a time when it will be forbidden to put 
anything at all in a wheelie bin and 
presumably all those employed by the 
Council to empty them can look 
forward to a sizeable redundancy 
cheque and early retirement. 
 
J Foster 
 
In further communications, the 
problems of what was in the bin sound 
minor but the response was both 
radical and untactful. Ed 
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Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre 

To book a place visit Basingstoke 
Discovery Centre in Festival Place, or 
call 01256 478670. Advance booking 
is strongly recommended. To find out 
more about Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre and Hampshire Libraries visit 
www.hants.gov.uk/bsdc 
  
Cardmaking. Tuesday 1 July, 10am-
12pm, Free. Feeling creative? Join a 
friendly card making club designing 
your own unique greetings cards.  
  
Crochet squares. Wednesday 2 July, 
10.30am, £35. Learn how to make 
crochet squares and it will open 
infinite possibilities: rugs, blankets, 
cushions, shawls, and much more. 
  
The making of War Horse. Thursday 3 
July, 7pm, £5. Andy Robertshaw is 
ready to reveal his behind-the-scenes 
stories, military insight and unique on-
set photographs during this unique 
presentation marking 100 years since 
the First World War. 
  
Massage for Healthy Living. Saturday 5 
July. 10.30am, £20. This half day 
workshop is designed for anyone who 
would like to learn the basics of giving 
a relaxing and rejuvenating massage.  
  
Introduction to DSLR, Bridge and CSC 
Cameras. Saturday 12 July, 10am, 
£35.  Ditch your instruction manual 
and learn to make your photos sing 
with a small group in this relaxing 
workshop.  
  
Everyday First Aid. Sunday 13 July, 
11.15am, £3. Suitable for ages 18+, 
this course is for anyone wanting a 
flexible and informal first aid session.  

Nick Ross: Crimewatch. Thursday 17 
July, 7pm, £5. Nick Ross presented 
Crimewatch for over 20 years and 
became hugely knowledgeable on the 
subject of crime.  
  
Nature Photography. Thursday 17 July, 
2pm, free. Keith Polwin will show 
photos of all sorts of nature subjects, 
mainly taken in the UK.  
  
Book Binding Workshop. Saturday 19 
July, 10am, £30. Learn how to make 
three book forms-the concertina book, 
the pamphlet book and the Japanese 
stab-stitch binding.  
  
The Gruffalo Storytelling Party. 
Thursday 24 July, 10am & 11.15am, 
£2. Join children's entertainer and 
actress Charlie Sanderson for a super-
interactive 45 minute storytelling 
party.  
  
Make a Mythical Maze Board Game. 
Friday 25 July, 10am & 2pm, free. 
Learn to make your very own mythical 
board game including dice and 
counters, completely made from 
scratch using a variety of everyday 
materials and lots of imagination. 
  
Willow Basket Making. Saturday 26 
July, 10am, £40. Under the guidance 
of basket maker, Judith Needham, you 
will make a round basket with a flat 
base using the stake and strand 
technique.  
  
Hugless Douglas Storytelling Party. 
Thursday 31 July, 10am & 11.15am, 
£2. Join children's entertainer and 
actress Charlie Sanderson for a super-
interactive 45 minute storytelling 
party.  
 
Phil Jarvis 
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Four Lanes Community 
Centre  

Holiday Play Scheme: Open to school 
children aged from 4 to 11 years.  The 
Holiday Play Scheme provides a 
fabulous day of activities supervised 
by our friendly and professional team 
to keep the children amused with arts 
and crafts, sports, games and fun 
food.  The Holiday Play Scheme runs 
through every school holiday and inset 
days and is lots fun. We have 2 
options for sessions times: 
Session A 8.30am to 4.00pm – price 
£14.75 
Session B 8.30am to 5.30pm – price 
£18.00 
 
Virginia Wyatt Tel: 810499 
www.fourlanescentre.com 
 
 

A33 Safety 
I have noticed in the last few 'Chats' 
that there has been question/concern 
about a pedestrian crossing at the 
'Tesco' roundabout. Some of the 
concerns were of traffic congestion 
etc. As a resident of Richards Field and 
a parent of two children aged 11 and 
7 I have always been concerned at the 
dangers of crossing the A33. 
Fortunately we are lucky enough to 
have a traffic light controlled crossing 
near to Richards Field which when I 
am with my children have always 
adopted the 'only cross when a green 
man shows'. 
 
Approx 18 months ago my son and I 
were waiting at the crossing (Binfields 
side, heading toward the village hall). 
The green man had shown, however a 
car waiting at the lights had been hit 
from behind and forced onto the 

crossing.  Within in the last 12 months 
or so I believe a jogger had been hit by 
a van at the same place. The final 
straw and reason for this email...today 
Monday 9th June I approached the 
southbound crossing as a pedestrian 
(alone) and just missed the green 
man. After the car waiting at the lights 
departed I decided as an adult without 
children in tow, it was safe to cross 
without the green man. Approx 20 
metres after crossing and safety on 
the path I heard the sound of 
airbrakes which immediately turned 
my attention back to the crossing. I 
was absolutely horrified to see the cab 
of an articulated lorry lurching forward 
in a heavy brake motion fully across 
the crossing.  
 
So my point is the A33 has been 
slowed to 40mph in various section on 
the route to and from Reading, but as 
far as I can see not in heavily 
populated areas. Traffic heading north 
past the lights all too often race to 
enjoy the last section of dual 
carriageway before Wellington Country 
Park roundabout and like wise heading 
south there are certain individuals that 
race to meet the 1st part of the dual 
carriage way into Basingstoke. On 
occasion the mobile speed camera is 
positioned at the lights which can act 
as a deterrent to speeding. However 
surely a reduced speed limit from 
Sherfield through to the Ringroad (in 
both directions) would be a much safer 
alternative for pedestrians. 
 
Neil Sarnicki 
 
 
Did you Know? On average, US 
onliners view 100 videos per month. 
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Volunteers Wanted 
Basingstoke Rape and Sexual Abuse 
Crisis Centre are recruiting volunteers 
for their  September Training 
Programme.   
 
BRaSACC provides support and 
counselling for anyone over 16 who 
has suffered rape, sexual abuse or 
sexual assault. We also support 
parents or partners who have been 
affected. 
  
The skills that you will learn on our 
training programme will be invaluable 
in everyday life! The course we offer is 
professional and includes outside 
speakers bringing a clear dimension to 
the service that we provide. It is 
challenging and will enable you to 
grow in confidence to work with 
people. 
 
BRaSACC is a registered charity, and 
volunteers are the basis of the whole 
organisation and without their 
dedication, time and effort BRaSACC 
would not survive.   
 
If you would like further information 
please contact the BRaSACC office on 
01256 423810. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 

10,000 Volunteer Hours 
Age Concern Hampshire hosted a 
buffet lunch to say a big thank you to 
its volunteers who have clocked up 
over 10,000 hours of service in the 
last year. 
 
Basingstoke volunteers give their time 
across the charity, at Wellbeing 

Centres, and supporting the Food and 
Friendship, Vil lage Agent and 
Information and Advice services. Some 
offer IT tutoring whilst others help with 
fundraising and events.  
 
Age Concern Hampshire Chief 
Executive Rick Smith said “Our charity 
supports over 58,000 people across 
the county each year and it is thanks 
to our wonderful volunteers that we 
are able to reach so many people. We 
have lots of things going on in 
Basingstoke including a thriving 
community café, a busy day centre 
and computer training sessions and 
are always keen to hear from people 
who can lend a hand.”  
 
To contact Age Concern Hampshire for 
information and advice or to find out 
m o r e  a b o u t  v o l u n t e e r i n g 
opportunities, call them on Freephone 
0800 328 7154. 
 
Age Concern Hampshire is an 
independent charity which works 
across the county to promote 
independent living to over-50s and 
offers activities, wellbeing and care for 
over 58,000 people each year. Age 
Concern Hampshire works closely with 
Hampshire County Council to run 15 
day centers, with ongoing activities 
across the county include yoga, art 
and craft, choral singing, computer 
training and even belly dancing. 
www.ageconcernhampshire.org. 
 
Liz Kavanagh 
 
 
Did you Know? A Brontobyte is 
1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 
Megabytes. A Geopbyte is 1,000 
Brontobytes. 
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Karate Success 
On 25 May Pegasus Karate Club at 
Four Lanes Junior School took their 
grading and passed with flying colours.  
 
We train in Four Lanes Junior School 
each Wednesday 6.30 - 7.30 for 
Juniors and 7.30 - 9 for students age 
12 and over. New Students are always 
welcome. 
 
Christina Dominy 
 
 

Barn Dance 
A barn dance and supper will take 
place on Saturday 12 July at Lasham 
Airfield in aid of Treloars School. 
 
Tickets cost £18 including the light 
supper. 
 
Treloar also plan a motorbike ride 
followed by BBQ and band afternoon 
for Sunday 13 July. £5 for rider or £8 
for rider and pillion. 
 
For tickets and the most up to date 
information on all Treloar events 
please call Jo Edson on 01420 
5 4 7 4 4 7 ,  e m a i l 
joanna.edson@treloar.org.uk or visit 
www.treloar.org.uk/events.  
 
 

Your Children’s Centres 
Basingstoke and Deane Children's 
Centres offer activities and support to 
local families with children under five. 
There are 11 centres across the 
district and our teams provide support, 
information, professional advice and 
fun for all the family. 
 

Lilypads and the Courtyard Children’s 
Centres in Chineham and Lychpit are 
part of Basingstoke ‘Cluster A’ Not only 
does Cluster A have a brand new 
w e b s i t e  h t t p : / /
services.actionforchildren.org.uk/
basingstoke-and-deane-childrens-
centres/basingstoke-deane-cluster-a , 
but also a Facebook page https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / p a g e s /
Basingstoke-cluster-A-Chi ldrens-
Centres where you can find out about 
the services offered and what’s on, 
and you can now even book onto 
courses online too!  
 
There have been some brilliant 
courses lately, including a ‘Make, Take 
and Bake’ cooking course (with special 
thanks to Tesco for providing all the 
ingredients, and for their ongoing 
support providing funding for all of our 
healthy eating courses!) and the 
popular ‘Stretch and Grow’ sessions 
that combine music, movement, 
rhythm and dance. Why not have a 
look at our website or Facebook page 
and see what we can offer you and 
your family? 
 
Veronica Wastell 
 
 

Basingstoke Lions Club 
Our next main event at Queen Mary’s 
college on 30 August is The Sussex 
Jazz Kings.  
 
Find out more on our website  
www.basingstokelions.org.uk.  Just as 
a matter of interest, we regularly have 
over 1400 visitors a month to the 
website. 
 
Philip Wilson 
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