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April 2016 
This month it is really beginning to feel like spring—some warmed weather and 

welcome sunshine! It’s hard not to be optimistic with both the improving weather 

and some good news. Some of our local groups are finding their articles in the 

Chat are drawing new members and interest, and we can’t ask for more than that! 

 

This month we also want to acknowledge the fabulous response to our own recent 

Chat appeals both for a photographer—an overwhelming number of people are 

interested in this role! - and also for local distributors. With a fully staffed distribution 

team, in some cases with multiple volunteers for the same areas, our community 

spirit is obviously strong. With that in mind I am making a call to local historians for 

articles about the history of Chineham. This area has some wonderful history—

Roman roads, the medieval moated site, the Chineham Barn (now in Burlesdon) and 

so on. According to the Chineham Parish website, records for the area go back to 

the 11th Century—so there must be some stories to tell through the ages. Can you 

contribute an article about our wonderful local area?  

 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 
 

Membership renewal forms have now 

been sent out to the home addresses 

of all annual members. Members 

intending to renew must do so before 

the end of May 2016. The reduced 

rate offer for new members is now 

finished and any new members will 

now have to pay the full annual fee to 

join the club. 

 

Monday 4: Bingo in the lounge bar at 

20.00 

Thursday 21: Senior citizens’ bingo 

and lunch in the lounge bar at 13.00 

Saturday 23: Quiz night with Steve in 

the lounge bar at 20.00. Yes, it’s back 

by popular demand, our general 

knowledge quiz. Come and get the 

brain cells working and try to win some 

prizes and glory en route. Teams can 

have a maximum of six people and the 

cost is £1 per head. 

 

Finally, as we move into spring and 

summer we now have the patio doors 

open so pop down and enjoy an 

alfresco drink on the patio. 

 

John Prince 

 

Chineham Village Hall 
 

The AGM of the Chineham Village Hall 

Management Committee was held on 

22nd February when two new trustees, 

Paul Wilson and Yvonne Ward, were 

nominated and seconded onto the 

Management Committee. We would 

like to welcome Paul and Yvonne, and 

thank them for giving their time to the 

Management Committee, and for their 

interest in the local community. If any 

Chineham residents, aged 18 or over, 

are interested in joining the 

Management Committee now or in the 

future, please contact 07927 649083 

for more details. 

 

The Committee would like to advise 

Chineham residents and hirers of the 

halls that they are, and have always 

been, welcome to attend Management 

Committee meetings to discuss any 

items relating to Chineham Village Hall 

and its facilities. Just advise our Clerk 

that you wish to attend. We usually 

start our meetings with any visitors. 

Our meetings are held on the 4th 

Monday of the month. 

 

Hopefully when this edition of the Chat 

is distributed we will be enjoying 

slightly warmer weather over the 

Easter break and we would like to wish 

all Chineham residents a very happy 

Easter. 

 

If you are interested in booking either 

of the halls for a party, meeting or 

maybe to hold a regular event, to 

check availability please contact our 

Booking Clerk on 07935 328172 

(please leave a message and she will 

return your call), email us at 

chinehamvillagehall@gmail.com or 

submit an enquiry form on our website 

www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk.  
 

Lynne Hughes 

 

Chineham Library 
 

We hope that you had a good Easter, 

and are enjoying the lighter evenings. 

We are moving from Easter to Spring 

here at the Library, with an Easter 

preschool storytime on Easter 

Saturday (26th March), and then 

Spring crafts for primary school 
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children on the 2nd April. Saturday 

craft sessions take place on the first 

Saturday of each month, so the next 

one will be the 7th May, and children 

are welcome to drop in between 10am 

and 12pm. Some wonderful cards and 

pictures were created at the recent 

Mother’s Day craft session. Preschool 

storytimes take place at 10am on all 

the other Saturdays in the month. It 

would be lovely to see you and your 

children at some of these sessions. 

 

Regular adult groups meeting this month 

are the Crime Reading Group and the 

CHIPPS reading group for parents and 

young children, and the Colour and 

Create colouring club. The Crime 

Reading Group is meeting on the 9th 

April from 10.30 - 11.30am, and CHIPPS 

on the 13th April from 10 – 11am. The 

first meeting of the new adult colouring 

group, ‘Colour and Create’ was very 

successful, and they will continue to 

meet fortnightly on Wednesdays 

between 2 – 4pm. Forthcoming dates 

will be the 13th and 27th April. You will 

be very welcome to come and join in. 

 

Age Concern are still holding their weekly 

computer sessions for the Over 50s on 

Wednesday mornings between 10am 

and 12pm. For initial appointments it is 

best to contact their local office on 

01256 423874, who will advise about 

availability. The card making group will 

meet on the 7th and 21st April, with new 

faces being welcome to attend.  

 

If you have access to social media do 

follow ‘Chineham Library’ for the most 

up-to-date information about our 

activities. 

 

Cathy Foster 

Neighbourhood Watch 

Calling residents of Reading Road, St 

Joseph’s Crescent and Longacre Rise!

Following a positive response to our last 

plea for help, Chineham & Sherfield 

Park Neighbourhood Watch is looking 

for volunteers willing to help set up 

NHW schemes in these three roads. 

Existing coordinators and PCSO Nicole 

Wheatley are happy to help you set up. 

Running a scheme is mainly forwarding 

Bcc emails to your residents. Meetings 

in the Village Hall are entirely voluntary. 

Please help our police to tackle crime in 

these difficult times by setting up a 

NHW scheme that raises awareness of 

local issues and enables effective, 

speedy, two-way communication. 
 

Laura Romney 

chinehamnhw@bdnw.org.uk, tel. 817893 
 

Free Farm Fun for Families! 
Laverstoke Park Farm in Overton is 

regularly featured on TV. On Friday 3rd 

June (half term week) there is a free 

family fun afternoon from 2-5pm. After 

meeting up at the Education Centre, it 

will be necessary to drive along the 

farm roads, in convoy, between 

locations. There will be hens, lambs 

and calves in the fields and hand-

reared lambs in the barns. Children 

can bottle-feed our buffalo calves and 

sample our delicious buffalo milk ice 

cream. It is a working farm rather than 

a visitor centre so children must be at 

least 4 years old and closely 

supervised at all times. Places strictly 

limited. Further instructions, directions 

and our risk assessment will be 

emailed to those who register their 

interest by email.  
 

Laura Romney 

laura.romney@laverstokepark.co.uk  
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Chineham WI 
Some of you may have noticed the 

display of crocuses we planted on the 

grass verge in front of the Village Hall last 

September to mark the centenary of the 

WI in the UK. We hope they will continue 

to brighten up the village every spring 

together with the other displays of 

crocuses and daffodils around Chineham.  

 

At our February meeting we handed over 

the blankets we made from knitted and 

crocheted squares to Nicol and Fay, 

representatives from May Place, a hostel 

for the homeless in the centre of 

Basingstoke. Originally used to create a 

Christmas tree for the Christmas Tree 

Festival last December, the squares 

were then sewn together to make two 

single blankets for May Place. Members 

also donated spare mugs, cutlery and 

cash. Nicol and Fay explained the work 

their teams do with the homeless in 

Basingstoke and how they help the men 

and women concerned. It was a thought 

provoking evening learning about life on 

the streets and the many ways people 

become homeless. Due to refurbishment 

works the hostel has little space to store 

other donated items at present, but we 

plan to have a clothing collection for May 

Place later in the year, following the 

completion of the current refurbishment. 

 

In early March some of our members 

attended a fashion show given by Bon 

Marche and others enjoyed West Side Story 

at The Haymarket Theatre, Basingstoke.  

 

It was a delight to welcome new friends to our 

February meeting, many of them having read 

the WI article in The Chat!  We'd love to meet 

more Chat readers! To join in the fun, please 

come along to any of our regular monthly 

meetings at Christ Church, Reading Road, 

Chineham at 7:30 pm, where you will be 

welcomed by a lively group of local ladies. We 

offer a varied program including intellectual 

topics, craft demonstrations and social 

events. Our upcoming meetings include:  

 

25 April: Games Night - Uno Challenge 

23 May: AGM and committee election 

27 June: Have Microphone Will Travel 

with Alan Grace 

We look forward to meeting you. 

 

Pam Malcolm, Chineham WI 

 

Chat News 

We have had an amazing response to 

our appeals for distributors for the 

Chat. We are currently fully covered 

and the fantastic community sprit of 

Chineham is much appreciated. 

Distributors—we could not do it without 

you! 

 

We have also had a fabulous response 

to the appeal for a new Photographer—

what a hard choice with so much 

talent out there in Chineham. 

 

New Chineham Chat series—we would 

like to feature a series of articles 

about the history of Chineham. Are you 

a keen local historian? We are looking 

for pieces either about a specific 

building or area in Chineham, or about 

Chineham during a specific period of 

history.  

 

If you have ideas and would like to 

contribute an article to the Chat, 

please get in touch with the Editor.  

 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

editor@chinehamchat.com 
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Basingstoke Choral Society 
 

The Basingstoke Choral Society will be 

performing Dvořák’s Stabat Mater on 

Saturday 16th April in Winchester 

Cathedral. 

 

One of the most moving versions in the 

repertoire, this heart-stopping and 

sensuous Stabat Mater will feature a 

choir of 230 singers in the impressive 

setting of Winchester Cathedral. With four 

professional soloists and the New London 

Sinfonia conducted by our Musical 

Director David Gibson this will be a 

concert of ravishing music in a sublime 

setting. 

 

Tickets: call 01962 857275 or 

www.tickets.winchester-cathedral.org.uk 

 

Margaret Lucas 

 

Four Lanes School 

Summer Fete 
 

Date for your diaries: the Friends of Four 

Lanes School Summer Fete will be on 

Saturday 25th June from 1pm until 4pm. 

More details to come nearer the time.  

 

Any local crafters who would like a table 

please email Zoë on FFLS@sky.com for 

more information and a booking form.  

 

Zoe Mawle 

 

 

Did you know? 

By the mid 1800’s Chineham was just a 

small farm or hamlet and an abandoned 

medieval moated site (east of Farm View 

Drive). (From http://www.chineham.gov.uk/

Chineham-Parish-Council/history-3375.aspx) 

Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 
 

The Group held its AGM on 2nd March 

with 46 members in attendance. The 

chairman, John Lambeth, welcomed 

everyone and thanked the committee 

and volunteers who had helped to 

ensure that the group continued to fulfil 

a programme of interesting speakers 

and trips. The secretary, Tony Brazier, 

thanked everyone for their continued 

support in making the past year a varied 

and enjoyable one for the group. The 

treasurer presented her report and 

accounts which were accepted. The 

membership secretary, Sonia Waite, 

reported that she was pleased to see 

that overall numbers had been 

maintained and that there had been a 

slight increase in the number of 

members regularly attending the 

monthly meetings. This was followed by 

the welfare officer’s report from 

Christine Broadbent after which the 

election of officers and committee for 

the forthcoming year took place. At the 

end of the meeting a general knowledge 

quiz was held, followed by the raffle and 

lunch at the Conservative Club. 

 

The next meeting will be on 6th April 

when the speaker will be Iain Kennedy on 

Liverpool, Capital of the Transatlantic 

Slave Trade. The group meets on the first 

Wednesday of each month at Brookvale 

Village Hall from 10am-12noon and all 

retired Civil Servants and their partners 

are welcome. The programme of 

speakers and trips for the year can be 

obtained from the Secretary Tony Brazier 

on 418770 or at bjmapbr@ntlworld.com. 

 

David Cowling 
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News from the Beat 

You may remember from February’s 

article that there was a series of 

burglaries across Basingstoke where the 

thieves looked for keys before stealing 

the cars from the driveway, as well as 

taking electrical and other items. I am 

pleased to report that a number of 

persons have been remanded in 

custody in relation to these offences and 

will be appearing in court in the near 

future. However, this does not mean you 

can drop your guard. It won’t be long 

before others look to target your 

property. Make sure you act on the 

advice I gave. For more information go 

to the Hampshire Constabulary website. 

 

Whilst one crime series ends, another 

begins. There has been a spate of thefts of 

tools from works vans across the town. 

These sorts of offences, like other 

acquisitive crimes, tend to occur overnight 

between 01:00 and 05:00. However, this 

latest series of thefts have taken place 

between 17:00 and 21:00 hrs, and the 

offenders have worn fluorescent jackets to 

give the impression they own the vans 

they are targeting. They have forced open 

doors and stolen power tools and other 

equipment, although again some have 

been left insecure by accident. 

 

If you or someone you know has a works 

van, act on the following advice: 

•Park inside a garage or secure area, or 

close to buildings/vehicles to prevent 

access to doors 

•If you can’t, park in a well-lit, visible area 

preferably covered by CCTV 

•Ideally, remove tools/valuables overnight 

•Fit extra locks and alarms to the load area 

•Install secure storage containers 

•Security mark tools equipment and keep a 

record of their serial numbers 

•Physically check doors are locked. Do not 

just rely on the remote 

 

These criminals do not care one iota 

that by stealing your tools they are 

depriving you of the means to earn a 

living. So don’t give them the 

opportunities they are looking for. 

Protect your property. 

 

Anti-social Behaviour Update:  You will be 

pleased to hear that in the past 40 days we 

have not seen any reoccurring antisocial 

behaviour reports from the Chineham area.  

 

We have noticed an increase in calls in 

relation to parking issues across 

Chineham, in particular, school parking. 

This will always be an issue as there is 

insufficient parking at schools for parents 

to drop-off and collect their children. 

However, it is my understanding that a 

number of the schools have agreements in 

place with local premises to provide 

parking spaces and these should be 

utilised to ensure the safety of our young 

people. If you choose to park in a 

residential road, park carefully and 

considerately. Do not obstruct driveways, 

junctions and drop-curbs, and do not park 

in the private parking areas belonging to 

residents around the school, in particular 

Cibbons Road, Tangway, and Sorrels Close. 

It is irrelevant that it is “only for a few 

minutes”. Think how you would feel if 

someone parked their car on your driveway 

or designated space. 

 
PC Jim Charlton 21015 and PCSO Nicole 

Wheatley 15936 

Beat surgery – 1st Wed. of the month at Costa 

Coffee in Chineham Centre, 16:30-17:30. 

Tel:   101   (or    request   to   leave   a  

message using our collar numbers). 

james.charlton@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 

nicole.wheatley@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 



 

 

Fundraising Ramble 
 

On Sunday 17th April from 9.30 to 

11.30 there will be a fundraising 

ramble in aid of Home Start, a UK 

charity which helps families with young 

children deal with whatever life throws 

at them. Home Start supports parents 

as they learn to cope, improve their 

confidence and build better lives for 

their children. Held at Greywell Hill 

House, Hook, RG29 1DG, the ramble 

will cost £8 for over 16s, and includes 

breakfast rolls to start and cakes at 

the end. There is a choice of 3 or 5 

mile routes, with dogs on leads 

welcome. Tickets must be bought in 

advance, and more information can be 

obtained from Home-Start North West 

H a m p s h i r e ,  0 1 2 5 6  4 0 5 9 8 8, 

homestart.nwhants@live.co.uk.  

 

Anna Chiappetta  

 

London Marathon for St 

Michael's Hospice 
 

I am currently training for the London 

Marathon on 24th April, and in doing 

so I am raising money for St. Michael's 

Hospice in Basingstoke. I sadly lost my 

mother to breast cancer at the mere 

age of 56 last September, and vowed 

to help raise as much funds as 

possible to help continue their 

amazing work. They provide a superb 

service which requires constant 

funding. They supported our family 

immensely and made my mum very 

comfortable during her last weeks. 

 

St. Michael's Hospice have been 

allocated only one space through their 

ballot application and I was lucky 

enough to be selected to support 

them.  The space required a minimum 

fundraising total of £1,800. At 

present, we are just short of £2,500. I 

want to build on this as far as I 

possibly can. 

 

Living in Chineham myself, I am 

normally out running most days and 

am keen to drum up as much support 

as possible. If you wish to support me, 

p l e a s e  v i s i t  m y  p a g e  a t 

u k . v i r g i n m o n e y g i v i n g . c o m /

davidmason1982.  Thanks very much. 

 

David Mason 

Petersfield Close 

 

 

Hook Choral Society 

Concert 
 

Saturday 16th April, 7.30pm, St Johnʼs 

C h u r c h  H o o k .  T i c k e t s  £ 1 5 , 

concessions £12, accompanied 

children under 11 free.  

 

The programme for our April concert 

includes: 

Nelson Mass—Haydn 

Miserere—Allegri 

Nigra Sum—Casals 

O Rejoice that the Lord has Arisen—

Mascagni 

Salutaris Hostia, Stars and Only in 

Sleep—Ešenvalds 

 

Hook Choral Society, directed by 

Nicholas Woods, is in concert with four 

outstanding soloists and accompanied 

by noted organist Christopher Brayne. 

Te l  01256 882067, or  see 

www.hookchoralsociety.org.uk. 

 

Sara Williams 
 

 

13 



 

 

Chineham Parish Council 
 

Footpath link: We have recently been 

advised by Basingstoke and Deane 

Borough Council that work to add a 

spur to the footpath through 

B i n f i e l d s  W o o d s  h a s  b e e n 

completed. 

 

Reinstatement of the bus layby 

outside the Village Hall: There have 

been a number of site visits 

between Parish Councillors, County 

C o u n c i l l o r  E l a i n e  S t i l l  a n d 

Hampshire County Council Officers 

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p o s s i b l e 

reinstatement of the bus layby 

outside the Village Hall. The Parish 

Council has agreed to fund a 

f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  f o r  t h e 

reinstatement and it is hoped that 

Hampshire County Council Officers 

will produce a report in due course. 

 

Tree works in Chineham: The tree 

works  ac ross  Ch ineham are 

progressing after the consultation by 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough 

Council and the Parish Council is 

pleased to note that changes have 

been made in response to individual 

residents' concerns.  

 

Annual  Par ish  Assembly :  A l l 

residents are invited to attend the 

Annual Parish Assembly which will be 

held on 24 May 2016 in the 

Community Rooms at Chineham 

Village Hall. The Chairman will 

provide a report of the Parish 

Council, a statement of accounts for 

the year ended 31 March 2016 will 

be presented and it is hoped that a 

speaker of interest will be attending. 

Please refer to the Parish Council 

website and noticeboards for the 

agenda. 

 

Clubs/Activities: We are currently in 

the process of updating the details on 

our website (www.chineham.gov.uk) 

of Clubs/Activities for residents in 

Chineham. Please go to the home 

page & scroll down to “About 

Chineham” & then select “Local 

Groups and Clubs.” If your details are 

currently included on our list please 

could you check that they are correct. 

If you would like your Club/Activity 

mentioned, please provide us with a 

brief summary of the details including 

contact details. The website also has 

an “Events Calendar” and so if you 

would like to provide details of any 

events for Chineham residents we 

can include them. 

 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 11 April 

2016. It starts at 7.45 pm in the 

Community Rooms at the Chineham 

Village Hall (the public session will 

start at 7.50 pm). 

 

The Parish Council is here to help the 

residents of Chineham, so if there is a 

Chineham issue you are concerned 

about, please feel free to contact the 

Clerk, Sally Jackson, on 01256 

4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 

Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston, on 

0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk during 

office hours only please. The Parish 

Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 

 

Sally Jackson 
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Linguatastic  
Last month, we shared some English 

words which have French phrases hidden 

in them. For those who didn’t get to check 

out the video post on our Facebook page, 

here are the explanations: 

 

Vinegar = vin aigre = sour wine  

 

Curfew = couvre feu = cover fire (from the 

medieval rule when people had to put their 

fires out when the bell rang) 

 

Dandelion = dent de lion = lion’s tooth 

(what the petals look like) 

 

Porcupine = porc épine = spikey pig (no 

explanation needed!) 

 

It’s much better explained in the short 

video clip on our Facebook page, so if you 

have the opportunity to, do check it out, 

search: Linguatastic (you do not have to 

have a Facebook account). 

 

Anyway, moving on to this month…It starts 

during the Spring Holiday, but we are 

running some baby/ toddler and parent 

groups at various locations, so please 

enquire for further information. Tel: 01256 

471 474 or e-mail: info@linguatastic.com. 

 

Fiona Biermann 

 

 

Did you know?  

During the construction of Great Binfields 

School, various archaeological finds 

indicated occupation of Chineham dating 

back to 2000 BC, including a 600-800 AD 

Anglo-Saxon settlement. (From http://

www.chineham.gov.uk/Chineham-Parish-

Council/history-3375.aspx.) 

 

 

Probus Club 
Writing gags for a living is a cut throat 

business, as TV comedy writer Brad Ashton 

explained to the Probus Club. The club for 

retired professional and business managers 

was amazed to hear he had written over 

1500 comedy shows for television and the 

names he mentioned were household 

favourites. Ted Ray, Tommy Trinder, Jimmy 

Edwards, Jon Pertwee, Leslie Phillips, Harry 

Worth and Dick Emery from the early days; 

Benny Hill, Tommy Cooper, Les Dawson, 

Frankie Howerd, Tony Hancock, Ken Dodd, 

Bob Monkhouse, Bernard Bresslaw, Mike 

and Bernie Winters and Little and Large were 

the British stars and he worked with Groucho 

Marx for fourteen weeks on a UK tour. 
 

Spike Milligan had an office below Brad’s for 

20 years and they would lunch together with 

Galton and Simpson, Johnny Speight and 

others. In fact there were 16 of them in the 

building and if unsure of a gag or routine 

they would pop into one of the other offices 

and try it out on each other. Brad was asked 

by Ned Sherrin to help decide who between 

David Frost and Brian Redhead was to be 

the anchor on a new topical show called 

That Was The Week That Was. Initially Brian 

Redhead was ahead but then Brad saw 

David Frost handle a 300-strong audience 

with political impersonations of top quality 

and is convinced that he was the most 

talented man he ever worked with. Les 

Dawson was another of Brad’s favourites 

who spoke seven languages and at a 

Chinese restaurant spoke for twenty 

minutes in Mandarin with a waiter. He was 

also a good pianist who deliberately played 

out of tune to avoid paying any royalties. 
 

See the website of the Probus Club 

www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com for more 

information about its activities. 
 

Paul Flint 
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County and Borough 

Councillor Elaine Still 
 

Black Dam Roundabout: I am delighted the 

new Black Dam Roundabout is working so 

well. The experts assured us it would 

improve matters and it really has. I for one, 

breathed a huge sigh of relief when I saw 

that the investment was worth it. 

 

A33 Reading Road: There are more 

improvements planned including the 

roundabouts on the A33 Reading Road 

and I hope they work just as well. I will be 

writing more on these improvements in the 

coming weeks. 

 

Cufaude Lane: The Cufaude Lane road 

works between Chineham and Bramley are 

almost completed and by the time you 

read this article I expect the road to be fully 

open. 

 

Dixon Road: Maria Miller MP has called for 

swift action to bring the owners of land at 

Dixon Road back to court after their failure 

to replant the trees they illegally felled. 

More than 500 trees were illegally felled in 

June 2014 with complete lack of regard for 

the environment and wildlife. This was the 

first prosecution for unlawful tree felling for 

some years and although the land owners 

were found guilty they were not fined. 

 

The Forestry Commission ordered the trees 

to be replanted by 31 January. The land 

owners have not complied with the order 

and that is a criminal offence. Maria Miller 

says she believes that public interest 

would now be best severed by ensuring 

that the land owners are taken back to 

court and that a significant fine is imposed. 

 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 01256 880926 

Mobile: 07747862913 

Website elainestill.com 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
 

Last month I mentioned the possibility 

of a ‘standby’ gas-power generating 

plant to be sited in the Chineham 

Business Park on the Western side of 

the railway tracks opposite the Scout 

Hut. The Company submitting this 

proposal is Centrica—the parent 

company of British Gas—and I 

understand they have started a limited 

initial consultation through a leaflet 

drop to properties bordering Hanmore 

Road. The Ward Members met with 

Centrica a few weeks ago and at that 

time there had been no decision on 

the final design of the generating plant 

and we await the Outline Planning 

Application before making detailed 

comment; this is expected in early 

April. Please be assured that we are 

very sensitive to any potential adverse 

impact to residents and especially to 

the proximity of Four Lanes School to 

this site. The applicant is obliged 

under Planning Law to prove that this 

type of plant will adhere to very strict 

environmental standards including 

noise, pollution and any disruption to 

residents during operation. Residents 

will be kept up to date on the progress 

of this Application through these 

pages and the BDBC website. 

 

As we approach spring and are able to 

get outside in hopefully higher 

temperatures, we will once again be 

able to enjoy our community coming 

into full bloom. 
 

Paul Miller 

Tel: 01256 467400 

Mobile: 07777 659022 

cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  



 

 

Chineham Speedwatch 
 

February was another quiet month, 

mainly due to the fact that I was busy and 

couldn’t organise the usual number of 

sessions, and also Isobel lent a hand to 

disrupt things (for those with short 

memories Isobel was the storm that hit 

us in early February). Our friends in Old 

Basing had planned to do an extra 

session during the weekend when Black 

Dam was closed, but thanks to Isobel 

they had to cancel. 

 

Having successfully reprogrammed our 

detection equipment we can now detect 

drivers doing 45mph or more, and we 

recently observed someone doing 52mph 

along Hanmore Road. Which leads me to 

a question: what is the speed limit along 

Hanmore, is it a) 30 mph, b) 40 or c) 50? 

Answers in my next article! Until then why 

not have a look at your copy of the 

Highway Code (if you don’t have one then 

buy or borrow a copy), the answer is in 

there. 

 

Just before Christmas I appealed for 

more helpers and predicted that I would 

be inundated with offers, well, I was right; 

I was inundated by 1 offer, that’s right, 

just 1! Most people moan about the 

speed of traffic in our parish, but very, 

very few will actually do anything to help. 

Without the support of my fantastic team 

of volunteers I wouldn’t be able to carry 

out these operations. 

 

If you would like to join the Speedwatch 

team then please contact the parish clerk 

at clerk@chineham.gov.uk.  

 

Bob Ricket  

Chineham Speedwatch coordinator 

 

Sundowners Coffee Pot 
 

Sundowners coffee pot is a weekly 

group catering for those who are living 

with any form of dementia. The group 

is currently in its early stages of 

formation but we have two groups 

ready to welcome you, one in Andover 

and one in Basingstoke.  

 

Sundowners is run by trained staff and 

volunteers who will be on hand to chat 

with you, and provide social activities 

such as bingo, puzzles, arts and crafts 

and other themed activities. 

 

Sundowners is also an opportunity to 

give those caring for loved ones living 

with dementia some much needed 

respite. We understand the demands 

of caring for others and know that 

some time to yourself is also needed, 

whilst knowing that your loved one is 

in a supportive, safe, secure and 

pleasant environment, meaning you 

can have peace of mind. 

 

Every Tuesday 10.00am—3.30pm at 

the BCoT Restaurant (Basingstoke 

College of Technology), Worting Road, 

Basingstoke. RG21 8TN. Cost:  all day 

(includes lunch and transport) £25.00; 

morning 10.00am—12.30pm £12.00; 

afternoon 1.00—3.30pm £12.00. 

Lunch (if required): £6.00 if not 

staying all day 

 

Booking is required to assist with 

catering, so please call 01264 

359223 and one of our friendly staff 

will take your details. You can also 

e m a i l  K i m  F r a n c i s  a t 

kimfrancis.rcs@gmail.com 

 

Kim Francis 

20 



 

 

Minister’s Message 

Loving historical novels and detective 

stories, I was privileged last summer to 

attend the launch of an old friend's 

debut novel at Waterstones in 

Basingstoke. 'Direct Hit' by local writer 

Mike Hollow, set during the London Blitz, 

is a real page turner. Without wanting to 

give away too many spoilers, a body is 

discovered and it appears to be a 

murder, but before a proper examination 

can take place there is a bombing raid 

and all the evidence is erased. Clearly, 

with no body, the investigation is not 

going to be straightforward! 

 

With books in mind, I decided to carry 

out a little research. According to 

statistics, the three highest grossing 

book genres are romance, crime/

mystery and religious/inspirational. The 

Bible remains the all time number one 

bestseller. Science fiction and fantasy 

trails in fourth position but is still hugely 

successful, no doubt fuelled by our 

appetite for sagas, our love of adventure 

and the huge success of blockbuster 

movies. 

 

What might we glean from our 

fascination with these genres? Perhaps 

that our greatest need is to be accepted, 

to love and be loved. We have a real 

desire for justice and hate to see the 

innocent suffer. Our souls need 

nourishing, our dreams need to be 

dreamt and there are heroes we need to 

follow. A good novel is as much an 

exploration of humanity as it is a source 

of fun and leisure and a good mystery 

provides an excellent opportunity for our 

curious minds to unravel clues, pursue 

justice and thrill in discovery of truth 

from the comfort and safety of our 

armchairs!  

 

With Easter fresh in our minds, we 

encounter in the Bible a real life 'missing 

body' story and similarly, as in the Blitz 

Detective, the need for evidence is vital if 

the truth is to be uncovered. It has been 

said that Christian faith hinges on the 

reality of the resurrection of Jesus. Our 

invitation as individuals, should we wish 

to accept it, is to engage with the eye 

witness accounts, weigh up the 

testimonies and historical findings and 

reach our own conclusions about this 

extraordinary mystery and its 

significance. 

 

The recently released movie, 'Risen', 

directed by Kevin Reynolds of 'Robin 

Hood Prince of Thieves' fame and 

starring Joseph Fiennes and Tom Felton, 

takes the narrative to the big screen. 

Whilst the film combines fact with fiction, 

the astonishing truth remains that the 

resurrection story continues to intrigue, 

impact lives and challenge beliefs, even 

in the 21st century.  

 

Liz Duke 

Basingstoke Community Churches (East) 

 

Christ Church Activities 
Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am—no 

charge, all welcome! Groups for children and 

young people meet at the 10.30am 

service. The 9am service tends to be quieter 

and more reflective. During April we will be 

looking at Colossians hoping to use what 

God said through Paul to grow in our 

discipleship. Service of Holy Communion at 

11am on Tues 26 April, lunch available 

afterwards at 12noon.  
 

Prayer: If you would like to come and 

pray you are most welcome: our Prayer 

Room is open whenever the building is 

open. Drop in to sit and pray in silence, or we 
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can arrange for someone to pray with 

you. Prayer meetings are scheduled on a 

weekly basis throughout April on alternative 

Sun and Mon evenings, all welcome. You do 

not have to pray out loud and prayers are led.    
  

Coffee and Co: Mon 9.30-11.30. Coffee, 

cake and activities for the children. The 

café is open to all—you will find a warm 

welcome, plenty of people to chat with 

and toys for the children!   
 

Ladies’ film night: Fri 1 April, 7pm, free of 

charge. We will be watching the film inspired 

by the 1779 painting on Dido Belle. Dido was 

born in the West Indies of mixed race and the 

film centres on her relationship with an 

aspiring lawyer who was working on a case 

known as the Zong Massacre when slaves 

were thrown overboard from a ship. Small 

charge for refreshments.  Do let us know if you 

are coming and of any special dietary needs. 
 

Ladies’ breakfast: Sat 16 April, 8.45 for 9am, 

free of charge. Elaine Sugden, a retired 

cancer consultant, will discuss how faith can 

be relevant when facing cancer. Ladies, 

come and join us for a delicious continental 

style breakfast and good company. 

Donations towards the cost of the food are 

welcome. Please let us know if you are 

coming so we know how much food we 

need, and of any special dietary needs.    
 

Blood Donor Clinic: Tues 19 April. To book 

your appointment go to www.blood.co.uk. 
 

Luncheon Club: Tues 26 April,  

12noon, £4 adults, £2 children. A tasty 

two course lunch and good company! 

No need to book, all welcome. 
  

CCBBies: Thursdays 10.00-11.15am (term 

times), free of charge. A range of activities 

for pre-school children as we learn about 

Jesus and the Bible together. Parents/

carers are required to stay with their 

children, refreshments are served.   
  

Kids’ Club: 16 April, 5-6.30pm, Wesley 

Hall, £1. Primary school children are 

invited to join us for fun and 

games. Bring a friend and some extra 

cash for a hot snack! Usual activities 

include crafts, Wii, PlayStation, table 

tennis, pool and more! The Club is 

supervised by volunteers from the 

church who are all DBS checked. 
  

C3Y: Fridays 8-9.30pm (term times), 

Wesley Hall, £1. Open to young people 

from year 6 upwards, bring some extra 

cash for tuck. A range of weekly 

activities including a special activity 

each month. First visit free, so invite 

your friends and join us! 
 

Messy Church: 9 May (no April Messy Church).  
 

Charity collections: we collect stamps (new 

and used), ink cartridges, postcards, 

spectacles, socks, tools, bedding, tins/packets 

of food, and supermarket milk tops for various 

charities. We can find a home for most things 

so if you have anything do contact us!   
 

Room hire: available on a one-off or regular 

basis. Prices start at £8 per hour (Community 

Rate) which includes use of the kitchen/

snack bar where tea, coffee, sugar and 

squash are provided.  

  

Further information: if you would like to know 

anything about Christ Church please contact 

R u t h  o r  G i l l  o n  4 7 4 2 8 0 , 

admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk or drop 

in to the office (open from Mon—Fri from 

9.30am to 2.30pm). You can also find out 

info on  www.christchurchchineham.org.uk, 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/

christchurchchineham) and follow us on 

Twitter @ccChineham. 
 

Ruth Randall 
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BATS 
The Basingstoke Amateur Theatrical 

Society will be performing Legally Blonde 

from Tuesday 17th to Saturday 21st May 

at 7:30 pm and Saturday 21 May at 2:30 

pm, at The Haymarket, Basingstoke. 

 

Elle Woods is a Beverly Hills beauty who 

seems to have it all—couture clothes, 

fabulous friends and the hottest 

boyfriend, Warner Huntington III. But 

when Warner dumps her and heads to 

Harvard Law School, Elle is determined to 

win him back.  So she takes matters into 

her perfectly manicured hands – and 

enrols too! This hilarious, heart-warming 

musical sees Elle battle snobbish 

students and prejudiced professors.  

Helped by new-found friends Emmett and 

Paulette, and Bruiser, her beloved 

Chihuahua, Elle finally proves that being 

yourself and going after what you want 

never goes out of style. Based on the 

2001 film starring Reese Witherspoon 

and with fantastic original songs, the all-

singing, all-dancing Legally Blonde is so 

much fun it should be illegal! 

 

Six performances of Legally Blonde run 

from Tuesday 17 to Saturday 21 May.  

Performances start at 7:30 pm with a 

Saturday matinee (2:30 pm). 

 

Full ticket prices: £22.50 (adult) and 

£14 (Children 16 and under). All prices 

include Anvil Arts £1 booking fee per 

ticket. Concessions apply for all 

performances for over-60s, groups and 

full-time students; Early Booker rates are 

also available. Book your tickets online 

via www.bats.net, www.anvilarts.org.uk, 

call 01256 844244 or visit The 

Haymarket or Anvil box offices.   

 

Laura Balment 

Ramblers’ Association 
The North Hampshire Downs Ramblers 

group is part of the Ramblers Association, 

and enjoys both walks and social activities. 

We walk on Tuesdays and Saturdays and 

cover both areas in and around Basingstoke 

as well as sometimes going further afield. 

 

Our Tuesday morning walks, typically 6-7 

miles, attract quite a number of walkers. We 

have recently walked around Hartley Wintney 

and Frimley Green as well as in the Kingsclere 

area. We usually end with a pub stop to give 

people time to catch up. Our Saturday walks 

tend to be longer, with fewer walkers, and can 

sometimes take most of the day. We recently 

did a walk from Shawford to St Catherine's Hill 

then picked up the Valley of the Fields walk 

back to Shawford, affording beautiful views 

over Winchester. As well as the walks, the 

group enjoys some social activities, including 

an Annual Summer Picnic, boys' lunches and 

occasional weekends away. 

 

The group have an active path patrol group, 

who report problems to the local council and 

also do some work. This can be as varied as 

checking waymarking and replacing 

waymarking discs, minor clearing or even 

repairing stiles and gates. To date, we have 

replaced 20 gates in conjunction with the local 

council (most recently 4 gates at Cottington 

Hill, where gates and steps were erected, and 

some footpath clearance work done). 

 

Our walks are graded (easy, leisurely, 

moderate and strenuous) so you can tell 

whether a walk is right for you. See 

www.northhampshiredownsramblers.org.uk 

for more info. Whether you already walk or are 

new to it you would be given a very warm 

welcome, and we hope to see you soon! Come 

along for a couple of walks to get a taster. 

Membership details are on the Ramblers’ 

website: www.ramblers.org.uk 

28 



 

 

Citizen’s Advice Bureau 
 

Preparing your finances for retirement. 

State pension: You can claim state pension 

when you reach state pension age. Check 

with the government state pension 

calculator (https://www.gov.uk/calculate-

state-pension). You might be able to put off 

claiming your state pension if you want to 

carry on working after state pension age - 

called 'deferring'. You can still retire if you 

defer, or carry on working and take your 

pension too. Gov.uk has more information 

about deferring. 
 

Workplace and personal pensions: The 

earliest you can start getting a workplace or 

personal pension is usually at 55—check 

this with your pension provider. You might 

be able to get your pension sooner if you’re 

retiring due to ill health. 
 

Checklist of things to do when you near 

retirement: It's a good idea to start planning 

when you're nearing retirement age. Here's 

a checklist of things to do: 

•work out what money you’ll have coming in 

and how your spending might change once 

you’re retired (a budgeting tool can help) 

•check whether you're entitled to any benefits 

for older people - like Carer's Allowance, 

Housing Benefit or Council Tax Reduction 

•work out how much is left to pay on your 

mortgage (if you have one) - you might want 

to pay off what's left with a lump sum, but 

get financial advice first 

•get an estimate of your state pension 

•track down any pension providers that 

you’ve lost contact with - the Pension 

Tracing Service can help. Call on 0845 

6002 537 or use their online form  

•get in touch with your pension providers 

and let them know you’re planning for 

retirement—they'll usually send you 

important information about your pension 

•get financial advice or help from 

pensionwise if you have a personal pension 

so that you know your options - you might 

have to pay for financial advice but it can 

save you money in the long term 

•consider leaving your pension pot to 

someone when you die - there’ll be tax 

implications for doing this, so you should 

talk to your pension provider or an 

independent financial adviser. 
 

Pension scams: Pension scams have 

become more common since April 2015, 

when new rules allowed people to take 

some or all of their pension pot as a lump 

sum. These scams are fake investments 

designed to con you out of your money. 

They are often extremely convincing and 

anyone can be caught out. 
 

Get help with Pension Wise: Pension Wise 

(www.pensionwise.gov.uk) is a free and 

impartial service to help you understand 

your pension options. You can book a free 

appointment with a pensions guidance 

specialist who will talk through your options 

with you. Appointments will be either over 

the phone or face to face with specialists 

from The Pensions Advisory Service and 

Citizens Advice. Visit the Pension Wise 

website to book an appointment, or call 

030 0330 1001 between 8am and 10pm, 

Mon to Sun. You can also book an 

appointment by visiting your local Citizens 

Advice Bureau. Basingstoke Citizens Advice 

Bureau, (in Basingstoke Discovery Centre) 

can help you with queries on budgeting, 

benefits and debt, relationships, 

immigration, employment issues, and 

consumer rights. We operate a drop-in 

service 10-3.30 Mon to Fri (except Thurs 

which is pre-booked appointments only) 

and Sat mornings 10-12. Call 0344 111 

306 or see the website at 

www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk.  
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SSAFA 
 

SSAFA - the Armed Forces charity, 

formerly known as the Soldiers, 

Sai lors ,  Airmen and Famil ies 

Association, is a UK charity that 

provides lifelong support to serving 

men, women and veterans from the 

British Armed Forces and their 

families. We are finding that our cases 

are becoming increasingly complex 

with younger veterans coming forward 

for help in greater numbers. We offer a 

range of support from practical and 

financial assistance to emotional care 

and befriending. 

 

Local volunteers collecting for 

B a s i n g s t o k e  a n d  a r e a :  T h e 

Hampshire/Basingstoke branch of the 

SSAFA will be out in force at 

Basingstoke Festival of Transport at 

The Memorial Park on Sunday 8 May 

2016, collecting for local heroes. 

SSAFA provides lifelong support for our 

Forces and their families.  Each year 

the charity helps over 100 people in 

the Basingstoke area and 50,000 

nationally. 

  

We have a need for more caseworkers: 

There are 7,000 volunteer workers 

throughout the United Kingdom and on 

service bases, and there are also 

SSAFA caseworkers in Europe where 

there are expatriate communities. 

Being a caseworker is a voluntary job 

undertaken at times to suit the 

volunteer. Qualification for the role  is 

obtained by attending a fully funded 

residential course and working with 

other trained personnel. 

 

If you feel that you would be able to 

give a few hours per week to 

undertake this very rewarding work 

please contact SSAFA.  

 

If you would like to know more about 

how SSAFA can help you or someone 

you know, or if you’d like to volunteer, 

please get in touch at 07807  668398 

or visit www.ssafa.org.uk. 

 

Alex Ball 

SSAFA Caseworker and Awareness 

 

 

Royal British Legion 

 

On Saturday 23rd April the Old Basing 

Royal British Legion have our ever 

popular Cream Tea and Cake Sale from 

2—4pm in the Jack Morris Hall at The 

British Legion in Crown Lane. This is a 

joint Women’s Section and Poppy Appeal 

Event to celebrate St George’s Day. Lots 

of stalls our famous cream teas and a 

selection of the finest homemade cakes. 

Entry is £4 including cream tea, and 30p 

without. All money collected goes to the 

Poppy Appeal.  

 

For all enquiries please contact Hon Poppy 

Appeal Organiser Tim Russell on 07772 

883964 or btrussell1962ad@aol.com. 

 

Tim Russell 

 

Royal British Legion—

Women’s Section 
The RBL Women's Section will be meeting 

on Thursday 28th April for a Quiz Night. 

There is also a competition for the 

smallest ornament. Why not come and 

join us? We would love to see you. 

 

Sue Wilson 
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Nature Notes 

I found hedgehog droppings outside the 

back door in mid-February, but after several 

days I think it returned to hibernate. I leave 

the special biscuits, just in case any return, 

now that the weather is improving. 

Remember there was a parent with two 

hogs when I disturbed them last year. 
 

Hazel and I visited the Vyne to view the 

snowdrops and we were pleased to spot 

about six diverse types, with one patch 

sporting flowers almost a foot high. Since 

then I checked on-line and discovered that 

there are nineteen species of Galanthus 

(snowdrops). The rarest ones cost thirty 

pounds per bulb, so it must be only the 

most dedicated Galanthophiles who can 

manage to add many to their gardens. I 

have however found that several clumps of 

mine are flowering at different times. On 

peering closely, I noticed a difference in the 

leaves. It’s a pity that we were unable to 

return with pictures, because we might 

have counted more, now that I am aware 

of the markings and leaf colourings. 
 

Each time I drive to the traffic lights I see 

more primroses. This spring, with the sun 

appearing frequently, that bank has been 

very attractive. The brambles and moss 

together with the primroses remind me of 

a painting by Vernon Ward in the 1950s. 
 

As I thought, the birds have produced more 

chicks, so there has been frantic eating at 

the feeders. I was pleased to see two pairs 

of goldfinches and also greenfinches 

joining the tits and sparrows. Whilst at the 

shopping centre I spotted a pied wagtail. 

Over the years, it has been the only place I 

have seen any. 

 

It’s a shame that the blossom finished 

abruptly on the A33 when the wild plums 

were cut down. I hope that there were not 

too many nesting birds in those trees. I 

also noticed hedging and ditching on a 

local road. That should help with the flood 

problem. It used to be common practice, 

but now, unfortunately, a rare custom. 
 

Although daffodils have flowered round 

parts of Chineham since December, I was 

surprised to notice that those on Hanmore 

Road were still only in leaf.  
 

I started on my garden and uncovered 

many slugs. I don’t use pellets, so removal 

will be slow. If I place the devils on the bird 

dish, they slide away, so it has to be a short 

walk across the road with a bucketful each 

evening, as I do not kill them. 
 

Ginny Wright 

ginny.wright2@btinternet.com 

01256 479562  
 

Share the Love 

This Valentine’s Day saw Festival Place 

spread the love with their ‘Share Your Love’ 

charity competition. Launched on Saturday 

6th February, ‘Share Your Love’ invited 

customers to share their photos with their 

loved ones on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram 

with #FPValentines for the chance to win big 

prizes. All photos posted with #FPValentines 

on Instagram and Twitter were then available 

at the Festival Place printing station for 

customers to peg on the Festival Place heart, 

in exchange for a £1 charity donation. 
 

The romantic event raised £407.42 for their 

2016 chosen charity Dreams Come True, a 

UK children's charity helping children and 

young people with serious and life-limiting 

medical conditions by giving them the 

opportunity to experience their dreams with 

families, loved ones and friends. 
  

To catch up with the action from ‘Share Your 

Love’ visit www.festivalplace.co.uk or find them 

on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

 

Alana Hebenton 



 

 

Crimestoppers 
 

Hampshire Crimestoppers is continuing 

the fight against rural and coastal crime 

by targeting would-be thieves across the 

county. Crimestoppers is fighting back 

with a campaign to stop theft of farm 

machinery and equipment. This may 

include oil, diesel, batteries, metal for its 

scrap value, tools, quad bikes, 

agricultural chemicals, tractors, and 

even livestock. 
 

Rural and coastal crime costs the 

country a great deal - an estimated £50 

million to £70 million worth of plant and 

agricultural machinery is stolen 

nationally every year, and only 5% of this 

stolen property is ever recovered. 

Stealing this valuable equipment – some 

of which is worth tens of thousands of 

pounds - may have a lasting effect on its 

victims who may be unable to carry on 

their day-to-day business without them. 

Thieves see it as easy to steal from 

outbuildings on farms or from marinas 

and beaches, due to limited surveillance 

and lack of street lighting away from 

urban areas.  
 

It is very important not to buy anything 

suspicious ‘out of the back of a van’, at a 

car boot sale or from a website. You may 

think you’re getting a bargain on that 

chainsaw, or power tools, but you’re 

actually contributing to the crime – if 

people didn’t buy stolen goods, there 

would be no point the thief stealing them 

in the first place. You may also find 

yourself explaining to the Police and a 

Court why you thought the cheap 

outboard motor with no paperwork that 

you bought from a bloke down the pub 

was a genuine purchase. 
 

Rural crime affects us all wherever we 

might live. We all finish up paying the 

price with increased insurance 

premiums and the potential increase in 

food costs. We would all soon notice if 

there was no milk because a local 

farmer could no longer operate his 

business! 
 

The financial restraints of recent years 

have increased pressure on rural 

communities and this makes it more 

important that people who have vital 

knowledge have a safe and anonymous 

way to give information. We understand 

that rural communities are close-knit 

and trust is an important part of rural 

life, so people may be aware of who is 

committing these crimes but don’t feel 

comfortable giving this information 

directly to the police. This is where 

Crimestoppers can help, by providing a 

route for people to pass on information 

about crimes anonymously.  
 

If you have information about ANY 

crime, please call Crimestoppers on 

0800 555111, or log on to 

www.crimestoppers-uk.org. Your call 

is free, no one will know you called 

and you may earn a cash reward. You 

can also follow me on twitter 

@HantsCrimestopp. 

 

PC Simon Wright 

Tel: 02380 478247   

Email: simon.wright@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 

 

Did you know? 

At the time of the Doomsday Book, 

around 1086, Aghemund held the 

Manor of Chineham from Hugh De 

Port, who owned Monk Sherbourne. 

( F r o m  w w w . c h i n e h a m. g o v . u k /

Chineham-Parish-Council/history-

3375.aspx) 
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Four Lanes Community 

Centre 
Spring Family Fun Day: come and 

meet real farm animals, enjoy spring 

art and craft activities for all the family 

including cookery. Wed 6 April, 1-3pm, 

Sherfield Park Community Centre. Free 

of charge, booking is essential. 

 

Messy Play for Dads: our Messy Play 

course is great fun for children and 

adults alike. A collection of sensory 

play ideas. Explore a range of textiles 

and materials. Sat 16 April, 10am-

12noon, Four Lanes Community 

Centre. Free of charge, booking is 

essential. 

 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: For 

mums/dads, babies and pre-school 

children. There will be a range of 

activities including indoor and outdoor 

toys, arts and crafts, stories and 

rhymes, drinks and biscuits, all based 

in a safe and welcoming environment. 

Wednesdays 9.30 to 11.00am. Please 

contact us to register your interest. 

Cost: £12.00 for 6 weeks or £2.50 per 

week on a drop-in basis. 

 

ZUMBA: Zumba is a popular fitness 

programme inspired by Latin dance.  

It’s the best way to lose weight while 

enjoying high energy and motivating 

dance moves alongside fantastic 

dance music. Mondays 7.30pm to 

8.30pm, Tuesdays 7.00pm to 8.00pm. 

Cost  £6.00 pay as you go. Contact 

Rina Mistry 07971 553658. 

 

Hatha Yoga: No previous experience 

required, suitable for all levels. 

Payable in blocks of 6 weeks cost 

£30.00 or drops in at £6.00 per class. 

For further information and to book 

the course please contact Kati on 

0 7 4 5 0  2 2 6 7 1 9  o r 

pumpkinyoga@gmail.com. 

 

Linguatastic: Languages with Linguatastic 

include French and Spanish before 

school clubs; Italian, Spanish and French 

for adults; and French for secondary 

school pupils. For further information 

please email info@linguatastic.com or 

phone 811100. 

 

Good Companions—over 55s Group: 

Come along and enjoy tea and 

homemade cake with a variety of 

speakers and activities.  Events available 

on request. Four Lanes Community 

Centre, 3rd Tuesday of every month. 
  
Virginia Wyatt 

 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre 
To book a place, order online from 

ww.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php, visit 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre in Festival 

Place, or call 01256 478670. Advance 

booking is strongly recommended. 

 

April events: 

LEt’sGO Contruction Club: Every Saturday, 

10am, ages 3+, free of charge. 

 

Creative Colouring for Grown-Ups: Every 

Monday, 2pm, free of charge. Calm the 

mind, bring out your creative side and share 

the fun, all in the comfort of the Coffee Shop 

area. Materials provided or bring your own. 

 

Charlie’s Storytelling Parties: 10am and 

11.15am Fri 1, (Mr Panda), Mon 4 (Mr Tiger 

Goes Wild), ages 2+, £2 (adults free). Includes 

singing, a giant parachute, bubbles and more. 

 

Children’s Crafts: Saturday 2 and 30, 

10am, ages 3+, free of charge. 
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Sleeping Beauty Pantomime:  Saturday 2, 

2pm, ages 3+, £5 (adults free). Join Princess 

Aurora and colourful characters as they battle 

to defeat Maleficent’s evil curse. Tailored to 

suit all ages, Sleeping Beauty is full of panto 

magic. www.pumpkinpantos.co.uk  

 

Board Games for Grown-Ups: Sat 2, 2–4pm, 

ages 14+, free of charge. Develop your skills 

of cooperation and strategy in this friendly 

group. Meet in the Coffee Shop area. Some 

games provided or bring your own. 

 

Space Day: Tues 5, 10am, ages 3+, free 

of charge. Crafts, LEt’sGO Construction, 

colouring and more. Film at 2pm. 

 

Play in a Day—Myths and Legends: Wed 6, 

10-4pm, ages 8-13, £25. Spend the day 

with a professional theatre director to 

explore mythical tales and legends. Working 

as an ensemble theatre company, you will 

devise, direct and act in a 20-30 minute play 

that will be performed to family and friends. 

 

Puppet Show: Thurs 7, 10.30am and 2pm, 

ages 1+, £5 (adults and children 1+). Join 

Jack as he faces a dragon, competes in “The 

Knight Trials” and follow him on his 

adventures with his loyal horse Raspberry. 

Scratch Built Productions combines puppetry, 

storytelling and song to bring this magical 

kingdom to life, and we’ll even show you how 

to make your own knight puppet too! 

 

Book to a Play: Sat 9, 10.30am-12.30pm, ages 

8-12, cost £5. Join Proteus Theatre Company 

at the Basingstoke Discovery Centre to see how 

easy it is to bring a story to life and turn it into a 

play. You can then use these skills, time and 

time again on your own favourite stories. Wear 

something comfy, and bring your imagination to 

this fun, creative workshop!  

 

Discover Board Games: Sat 9 and 23, 

10am-1pm, ages 3+. Free of charge.  

Technical Theatre Workshop: Fri 15, 5-6pm, 

ages 12+, cost £5. What does it take to light 

a theatre production? Where do sound 

effects come from? How do actors know 

when to come on and off stage? Work with 

Proteus Theatre Company’s professional 

Production Manager to learn about life 

behind the scenes! 

 

Crime Fiction Reading Group:  Sat 16, 

2pm, free of charge. Meet others who 

share your enjoyment of this genre. 

 

Family History Drop-in Surgery: Tues 19, 

10am-12pm, free of charge. Monthly 

drop-ins, with Hampshire Genealogical 

Society, to try to solve genealogical 

dilemmas. There will be free access to 

websites Ancestry and Find My Past. 

 

Mastering Auditions: Sat 23, 1-3pm, £15. A 

one off presentation led by the Artistic 

Director of Fluid Motion Theatre Company, 

Leigh Johnstone, on how to present your 

unique selling points during an audition and 

how to preparer the best types of speeches. 

Leigh has over ten years experience as an 

actor and director. 

  

Puppet Making: Sat 30, 10.30am-12.30pm, 

ages 8-12, cost £6. Make an original puppet 

with creator co-founder of Scratchbuilt 

Productions, Nick Ash and learn some 

simple puppet-making techniques to try at 

home. Wear something you don’t mind 

getting messy! All materials are included. 

 

Puppet Manipulation Skills: Sat 30, 1.30-

3.30pm, ages 8-12, cost £6. An excellent 

follow on from the puppet making workshop, 

but don’t worry—you can join in even if you 

have never held a puppet before! Learn how 

to bring puppets to life with Nick Ash. Buy 

tickets to both puppet workshops for £10. 

 

Phil Jarvis 
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Cinnamon Trust 
I have recently become a volunteer for 

Cinnamon Trust and have been surprised 

that so few people are aware of this charity 

and what it does. It is widely acknowledged 

that pets can positively benefit the 

wellbeing of their elderly owners but what 

happens when the owners become ill, 

have to go to hospital or are no longer able 

to care for their pets? 
 

The Cinnamon Trust was founded for 

elderly people and their pets, but its 

services are also offered to terminally ill 

pet owners, for they sadly and often 

prematurely, are faced with the same 

worries and fears. The Cinnamon Trust has 

a network of some 18,000 volunteers who 

are available to walk a dog or provide short 

or long term foster care for pets.  
 

Do you know of an elderly person or 

someone who is terminally ill who is finding 

it difficult to care for their pet or worried 

about the future care of their pet? If so 

then either contact Mary Harris on 01256 

334022 or direct to Cinnamon Trust 

01736 757900 or www.cinnamon.org.uk. 
 

Mary Harris 
 

Basingstoke author 

publishes second novel 

After the recent success of 'Direct Hit', his 

first novel in the 'Blitz Detective' series, 

Basingstoke author Mike Hollow is hitting 

the shelves again with his latest book 

published by Lion Fiction and available 

from 18th March 2016. The new book is 

called "Fifth Column", and once again it 

features Detective Inspector John Jago 

tackling a mysterious case in the borough 

of West Ham in 1940 as the Blitz bombs 

fall. The body of a young woman is found 

in the ruins of a bombed home – but she 

has no connection to the house or the 

street, nor can her identity be 

established. Nor was it the bomb that 

killed her. As Jago digs deeper he starts 

to uncover a trail of deception, betrayal, 

and romantic entanglements... "Fifth 

Column" is available from Waterstones 

bookshops and their website, and from 

Amazon. It is great to be able to support 

local talent! 
 

Liz Duke 
 

Great Binfields Primary School 
We Love Writing! The children of Great 

Binfields Primary School have been 

involved in a variety of exciting writing 

activities to promote a love of writing 

across the school. Firstly, our Writers’ 

Club has been creating newspapers 

filled with: comics, jokes, stories, 

sports reviews, book reviews and 

quizzes. These are sold to the children 

at the end of each half term. If you are 

interested in purchasing a copy, they 

are available at the school office for 

the bargain price of 10p! 
 

As well as this, the whole school took 

part in an Outdoor Writing Week. 

During the week, each year group 

focused on a different outdoor-based 

book (such as Stick Man, Flashlight 

and Winnie the Pooh). The children 

used the outdoor area to inspire ideas 

and lead them on adventures! 
 

Finally, to celebrate World Book Day, 

the children came in dressed as their 

favourite book characters. These 

ranged from the extremely sparkly 

Tinkerbell to the disturbingly ugly Lord 

Voldemort! As you can see, our school 

takes pride in reading and writing; we 

take learning to another level! 

 

Thomas Quick and Christian O’Brien 
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