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March 2015 
Do you take photographs? Do you have any old photographs of Chineham? You 
could help us by providing pictures suitable for the cover of the Chat. These can 
be of any subject but we would prefer pictures of places and events taken around 
Chineham. We’d also prefer them to be topical for the season or event. So if you 
have an event coming up, why not submit a picture of last year with it. You could 
grab the front cover. Please remember, if you are submitting pictures including 
children, you should obtain the parents permission before submitting the picture. 
 
The more variety of cover pictures we have the better. The same is true of the 
articles and letters inside. Let us know what interests you and what you would like 
to see or read about in the Chat. If you have a hobby why not let us know? If it 
interests you, it will undoubtedly interest others. If you are organising some event, 
or have attended a really good one, again let us know. Give us plenty of variety in 
home grown Chineham material. It all helps make the Chat an interesting read. 
 

Dennis Clapp 

Please Note 
The views expressed in Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team do not ac-
cept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in Chineham Chat. Copyright on all 
original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 
We are now offering new members the 
chance to join the club at a cost of half 
the annual membership fee. This offer 
is available until the end of May so 
why not come along, see what we have 
to offer and give it a go.  
 
Entertainment events for March are as 
follows:- 
Monday 2: Cash-prize bingo, 20:00 in 
the lounge bar.  
Saturday 14: General knowledge quiz 
night, 20.00 in the lounge bar. Hosted 
by Steve and Jo. The entry fee is £1 
per head and teams can have a 
maximum of 6 people. Prizes for the 
winning team and spot prizes en route. 
Thursday 19: Senior citizens prize 
bingo and lunch, 13-00 in the lounge 
bar. 
Saturday 21: Live Music with Miss 
Micha D, 20:00 in the lounge 
bar.  Families welcome. 
Saturday 28: Family Night, music and 
games 19:00 in the lounge bar. 
Every Sunday: Poker in the lounge bar. 
First session 19:00, second session 
21:00 
 
John Prince 
 
 

Chineham Village Hall 
Hopefully Spring is just around the 
corner, and the patio area has now 
been cleared ready for new patio 
furniture that should be delivered and 
installed before the end of the month, 
ready for everyone to enjoy throughout 
the Summer. 
 
Also during March, refurbishment 
works will be carried out to the ladies 
and gents toilets in the Village Hall.  

We have tried to ensure all Hirers of 
the hall are aware of this work and 
that alternative facilities are available 
when necessary, but would like to 
apologise to all for any inconvenience 
this may cause, especially those who 
regularly use the hall, and to thank you 
for your patience. We hope when the 
refurbishment is completed, which 
should be before the end of March, it 
will benefit everyone who uses the 
Village Hall. 
 
Following half term, all our regulars 
are back in both the Village Hall and 
Community Rooms, so whether you 
are looking for a pre-school children’s 
class, children’s dance class, an 
opportunity to learn a second 
language or would like to join a fitness 
or yoga class, please check the 
noticeboard at the entrance to the 
Village Hall for the timetable of 
classes. 
 
If you wish to enquire about availability 
or booking the halls for parties, 
weddings or meetings, please contact 
our booking line on 07935 328172 or 
complete an enquiry form and check 
out the FAQs on our website 
www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk. 
 
Lynne Hughes 
 
 

Chineham Library 
Crafty Saturdays: Our next event will 
be held on Saturday, 7 March at 
10.00.  This will be a  collage activity, 
creating a butterfly or dinosaur using 
paint, felt pens, paper shapes, 
sequins, paper mosaics and glitter, in 
fact anything else we can lay our 
hands on, so do pop along. We will be 
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holding an Easter themed Crafty 
Saturday on 4 April -  making small 
baskets and decorating eggs (not real 
ones!).  
 
Baby/Toddler Rhyme Time: Due to the 
popularity of these events we decided 
to add on an extra session.  The times 
are now as follows : 
Babies - up to 6 months - 10 - 1030 
am. 
Babies - 6month to 1 year - 1045 - 
1115 am. 
Toddlers - 1 year upwards - 1130 - 12 
noon. 
The age ranges are purely a guide,  but 
we would like to keep the first session 
for the very young babies if possible. 
We look forward to seeing all our 
regulars at these new times. 
 
Toddler Story Time: Every Friday 
morning, 1100 - 1130 am. 
 
ChiPPs Reading Group: Our next 
meeting will be held on 18 March, 
1000 - 1100 am.   
 
CRIME Reading Group: Will meet on 
Saturday 28 March, 1030 - 1130 am. 
 
Card Making Group: Thursday 12 
March and 26 March, from 0930 - 12 
noon. 
 
Age Concern: Every Wednesday 1000 - 
1200, offering help and advice on IT 
queries, problems, etc. 
 
Please note that our telephone 
number has now changed to 0300 
555 1387.  
As always, please ask a member of 
staff if you need any further 
information.  Thank you. 
 
Wendy Castle 

Theft from My Car  
Recently, I unfortunately left my car 
unlocked on my driveway overnight. 
The following morning I went out to my 
car and found the front passenger 
door ajar and the contents of the glove 
compartment and centre armrest 
stowage deposited on the passenger 
seat. No damage was caused but a 
military style jacket (I’m a serving 
member of the RAF) was missing. 
 
The jacket contained a pair of gloves, 
a day-glow belt, the paper part of my 
driving licence and a MOD driving 
permit with my service number, rank, 
name and overseas place of issue on 
it. I went to work feeling disappointed 
with myself for being distracted the 
evening before and leaving the car 
unlocked. 
 
When I arrived back home, my next-
door neighbour told me he'd found the 
jacket and gloves in his usual roadside 
parking space outside his property 
when he returned from work but it 
couldn't have been there when he left. 
I found the day-glow belt in the hedge 
next to where the jacket was found. 
Both my civilian driving licence and 
MOD driving permit had been posted 
back through my letterbox. 
 
From this incident, nothing has been 
either lost or damaged. It has been a 
reminder to my family and I to pay 
attention to the security of our 
property but I thank whoever returned 
what was taken. 
 
Simon Arnett 
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Art & Craft Fair 
Ainee's Bazaar are holding monthly 
Pop Up Markets at The Chineham 
Village Hall throughout 2015. Markets 
alternate between a Baby and 
Children's Market and an Arts & Craft 
Fair. The next event is an Arts and 
Craft Fair on Saturday 21 March, 1.30 
- 3.30pm. A full calendar of events 
together with details of booking stalls 
for local businesses and individuals 
can be found on their website 
www.aineesbazaar.co.uk or calling 
01256 808285.  
 
Haroon Khawaja 
 
 

Baby and Kiddie Items 
Do you have good quality baby/
children's clothes and toys you would 
like to sell and free up some space in 
your home?  
 
The Friends of Four Lanes Schools are 
holding a Preloved Baby & Kiddie 
Market on Saturday 25 April from 2-
4pm at Four Lanes School in the junior 
hall. Tables are £15 and are on a first 
come first served basis. For a booking 
form please email Sarah Lonnon on 
FFLS@sky.com. 
 
Sarah Lonnon 
 
 

Talking Health 
We are North Hampshire Clinical 
Commissioning Group and our job is to 
plan and buy your local healthcare 
services. We work closely with GP 
practices, pharmacies and other 
healthcare professionals to give you 
the best possible service. 

Here is the first of our short hints, tips 
and ideas about how to better look 
after yourself, your family and your 
neighbours. 
 
Feeling Under the Weather? 
Most of us feel a little under the 
weather from time to time, especially 
in the winter. Aches, pains, runny 
nose, sore throat, headaches – they 
happen to the best of us. 
 
What’s the best way to deal with 
feeling like this? Tell your local 
pharmacist all about it! We’re 
fortunate to have a good network of 
pharmacies ready and willing to give 
sound advice and help for minor 
ailments. A quick visit to your local 
pharmacy is easy and can be the 
cheapest way to obtain exactly the 
help you need.  You can even have a 
private chat if you wish. 
 
 

Spring Craft Fair 
The Friends of Four Lanes School are 
hosting a Spring Craft Fair at Four 
Lanes School on Sunday 28 March, 
2:30 - 4:30. Entry 50p. Refreshments 
available. 
 
If you are interested in a hosting a stall 
a t  th i s  e vent  p lease  emai l 
ffls@sky.com. 
 
Laura 
 
 

Did You Know?  
There are more than 150 million 
sheep in Australia, a nation of 21 
million people. 
New Zealand is home to 4 million 
people and 70 million sheep. 
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Greening Campaign 
Earth Hour started in Australia in 2007 
as a lights-off event to raise 
awareness about climate change. The 
movement has now grown to 
engage more than 162 countries 
and territories worldwide.  
 
Jo in ing this  wor ld wide 
movement is the simplest thing 
to do, just turn off all the lights in 
your house for 1 hour on 
Saturday, 28 March at 8:30 pm local 
time. A quote from an Obama speech: 
“ours is the first generation to feel the 
effects of climate change and probably 
the last generation that can do 
anything about it”.  I am sure there is a 
whole debate to be had about the US 
position on climate change but you 
can find out more about how to make 
your Earth Hour a meaningful and 
inspiring event at www.earthhour.org/  
 
In February the Basingstoke Gazette 
began a debate about the need for a 
food waste collection in Basingstoke 
and Deane. This question has been 
ra ised by  some Basingstoke 
Councillors because the recycling rate 
in Basingstoke is abysmal to say the 
least. We have a weekly black bin 
collection that is being used by many 
for non recyclable material and 
recyclable material. A weekly collection 
makes it very easy to simply chuck 
everything in the black bin. It seems 
environmentally sensible do more 
kerbside recycling but residents will 
want to know about the collection cost 
versus environmental cost and how 
the services will be paid for. These 
questions are not easy to answer but it 
is worth questioning our politicians to 
find out just how much they know 

about the subject and what 
suggestions they have for a way 
forward that will begin to improve the 
recycling rate.  

 
The problem of food waste can be 
dealt with in other ways than by a 
kerbside collection. If you have a 
garden you can easily install a 
Green Johanna composting bin 
which will take food waste and 
garden waste and convert it into 

rich compost for your flower borders or 
tubs. This is a win-win situation; you 
save money on garden compost and 
without any pain do your bit for the 
environment. I know from experience 
that this method works. The Green 
Johanna is rat proof, there is no smell 
and the composter sits unobtrusively 
in a corner of the garden doing a great 
job summer and winter. Our black bin 
contains no food waste; there is no 
more than one small bag of plastic 
rubbish that I cannot recycle per week. 
 
An alternative form of food waste 
composter is the Green Cone although 
this needs a bit of digging to install 
and is not great if your garden lies on 
clay soil. You can obtain either of 
these composters through the 
Basingstoke and Deane website 
(ow.ly/INvyg) at reduced cost. The 
Green Cone is available to buy for £15 
each (including delivery) and the 
Green Johanna is available to buy for 
£25 each (including delivery) by calling 
0800 731 2572. The offer is limited to 
one Green Cone or one Green Johanna 
per household. Please see the 
Basingstoke website for full details. 
 
Sue Juon 
greeningchineham@hotmail.co.uk  
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Tales of an Allotmenteer 
I ventured up to my plot on Sunday 
morning after a few weeks hibernation 
and was pleased to see early signs of 
life with the onions and broad beans 
sown in the autumn poking their green 
shoots up through the mud. There has 
been a hive of activity by my fellow 
allotmenteers, many of whom have 
been muck spreading and preparing 
the ground for the coming growing 
season.  
 
I had to enlist the help of a friend  to 
dig up my parsnips, which have taken 
root and are well on their way to 
Australia. They didn’t want to give up 
the earth without a struggle. You’ve 
heard of the story The Enormous 
Turnip—you can picture the scene! The 
top of one parsnip was a good 11cm 
in diameter, enough for the five of us 
to enjoy a few chunks roasted with our 
lunch on Sunday. Curried parsnip soup 
is another favourite of ours, easy to 
make and ideal to take to work for 
lunch.  
 
Don’t like to end on a negative note 
but unfortunately we’d had reports of 
a suspected break in with a couple of 
the sheds looking as though they’d 
been prised open. There’s nothing of 
value kept on site; I’m not sure what 
mouldy cabbages fetch on the black 
market. Sadly there’s always a small 
minority where ever you go who are 
intent on spoiling things for 
others. They can try but they won’t 
succeed. 
 
Sally Dodd 
 
 
 

Linguatastic, School of 
Languages 

It’s been a busy year so far with: 
* Children in our French and Spanish 
groups learning about Epiphany. 
* Our German groups learning about 
Karneval and the dressing up and fun 
that comes with that. 
* Our Chinese Club, learning all about 
Chinese New Year.   
 
This year, according to Chinese 
astrology, is the year of the goat, an 
animal said to be calm and gentle.  
For anyone born this year, or in 1931, 
1943, 1955, 1967, 1979, 1991 or 
2003, your lucky colours are thought 
to be brown, red and purple and your 
lucky numbers 2 and 7.   
 
However, let’s not just focus on the 
luck considered in zodiac theory.  
What about the luck we can all make 
for ourselves?  Maybe some good luck 
could come from learning another 
language?! Learning another language 
could lead to a new job, exciting 
travels or simply meeting new people! 
 
As you may be aware, we already offer 
a German class for advanced level 
students. We have however, had 
interest from some, in running a lower 
level class and so are offering a free 
trial lesson/ meeting to gauge levels, 
interest, etc. on Monday 2 March, 
6.20-7.20pm at Christ Church, 
Chineham. Please do let us know if 
you’d like to join this trial by 
telephoning 811100 or e-mailing 
info@linguatastic.com 
 
Fiona Biermann 



 

 

Basingstoke Rotary 
With so many worthy local charities 
deserving of support it has always 
been difficult for Basingstoke Rotary 
Club to decide which ones they will 
primarily support in a given year. For 
this year the vote has gone to 
continued support for Spotlight, based 
at Popley, Riding for the Disabled at 
Dummer and Basingstoke Mencap for 
their Aspire project. Having made that 
decision the task now is to raise the 
money for these organisations and a 
number of fundraising events are in 
course of planning. 
 
A Charity Golf Day, and a Racenight 
have already been held. Following on 
from that will be Basingstoke Rotary 
Springfest (previously the Garden and 
Craft event) and apart from the 
Garden and Craft exhibitors it will also 
have plenty of activities to appeal to 
all the family. In addition Wall’s Funfair 
will be in attendance with various rides 
and sideshows and it is also planned 
to have a variety of entertainments 
throughout the course of the two days.  
However Basingstoke Rotary is not just 
about raising money and members 
also provide personal service and 
expertise for various local schools, 
colleges and organisations. We also 
organise and are involved in a number 
of Youth events each year. 
 
To learn more about Basingstoke 
Rotary please visit our website 
www.basingstoke.rotary1110.org. If 
you feel that you would like to put 
something back in to your community 
please consider joining us – there will 
be a very warm welcome. 
 
Tim Jackson 

Old Basing Bowling Club 
The 2015 Bowling Season opens at 
the Old Basing Bowling Club on 18 
April. Visitors and spectators are 
welcome any time when the green and 
clubhouse are open. For those 
interested in bowling, we have Open 
Day days on Saturday 18 and Sunday 
26 April, from 10.30am to 2.30pm, 
with discounted first year membership 
& free coaching. Equipment and 
coaching can be provided, but please 
try to have flat soled footwear.  
 
Prospective members are also 
welcome to visit us during the season 
(May to September) on Thursdays from 
6.15pm to try the game and see what 
we have to offer.  
 
This year sees another full programme 
of Friendly, League and Competition 
matches against other clubs and our 
in-club competitions and roll-ups. Club 
Captain, Roger Banister, has also 
organised a Bowling Tour to the West 
Country this year for a families 
weekend, offering activities for both 
bowlers and non-bowlers. 
 
For more information, visit our website  
www.oldbasingbowlingclub.co.uk or 
telephone Chairman Maurice Bates on 
01256 328423; President John 
Fountaine on 01256 329082; or 
Secretary Norman Hillier on 01256 
468099. 
 
David Tagg 
 
 

Did You Know? 
There are 701 types of pure breed 
dogs. Paris is said to have more dogs 
than people. 
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Chineham Parish Council 
Your Parish Needs You!  
Have you ever thought about being a 
Parish Councillor?  Now is the perfect 
time to turn those thoughts into 
actions as Chineham’s Parish 
Elections will be taking place on 7 May 
this year.  Whilst this is an unpaid role, 
your reward is in helping your local 
community and shaping its future. 
 
You will serve as a Parish Councillor 
for a four year period.  You are obliged 
to attend the monthly Parish Council 
meetings at the Village Hall and you 
might also wish to join one of the 
Committees – Finance, Planning and 
Recreation – which have their own 
regular meetings. 
 
Anyone can be nominated as a Parish 
Councillor so long as you meet all of 
the following criteria: 
* You are over 18 
* You are a British national or an 
eligible citizen of the Commonwealth 
or a citizen of the European Union 
* You are registered to vote 
* Within the whole of the 12 month 
period prior to seeking nomination as 
a candidate, you have lived within the 
Parish or within three miles of the 
Parish or own land or premises within 
the Parish or have your principal or 
only place of work within the Parish. 
 
You may not become a Parish 
Councillor if any of the following apply: 
* Within the previous five years you 
have been sentenced to a term of 
imprisonment of three months or more 
(including a suspended sentence), 
without the option of a fine 
* Within the previous 12 months you 
have been subject to a bankruptcy 
restrictions order or an interim order 

* You have been disqualified under 
the Representation of the People Act 
1983 (which covers corrupt or illegal 
electoral practices and offences 
relating to donations). 
 
More information and guidance is 
available on the Electoral Commission 
website using this link http://
www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-
a/candidate-or-agent/parish-and-
community -counci l -e lect ions- in -
england-and-wales. 
 
Nomination papers are available to 
download from Basingstoke & Deane 
Borough Council’s website and there is 
a link from the Parish Council’s 
chineham.gov.uk website too.  
Alternatively, you can contact the 
Elections Office at Basingstoke & 
Deane Borough Council for a copy. 
Your nomination must include a 
proposer and seconder who must be 
electors in Chineham and be hand 
delivered to the Returning Officer at 
Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council 
no later than 4pm on 9 April.  
 
If there are an insufficient number of 
valid candidates to fill all of the nine 
vacancies on the Parish Council, all 
those who have been validly 
nominated will automatically be 
elected as councillors. 
 
If you require any more information 
about the role of a Parish Councillor in 
Chineham please contact the Parish 
Clerk or Assistant Clerk using the 
contact details below.  
 
The next Chineham Parish Council 
meeting is to be held on 9 March.  It 
starts at 7.45 pm in the Community 
Rooms at the Chineham Village Hall 
(public session will start at 7.50 pm). 
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The Parish Council is here to help the 
residents of Chineham, so if there is a 
Chineham issue you are concerned 
about, please feel free to contact the 
Clerk, Sally Jackson on 01256 
4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 
clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 
Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 
0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 
assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 
during office hours only please.  The 
Parish Council website can be found at 
www.chineham.gov.uk. 

 
 

Preparing for GCSE Maths 
It is the time of year when some of our 
teenagers will be starting to prepare 
for their GCSE exams which they will 
take in May and June. Many pupils and 
their parents are particularly worried 
about success in Maths, especially at 
GCSE since many college courses or 
occupations require certain grades for 
entry. It may be difficult to find a 
suitable source of support or to 
choose the most relevant resources 
from the many that are now available.  
 
From my experience as both a Maths 
tutor and a mother of two sons, I have 
developed a list of tips and 
suggestions which may help pupils 
and their parents in preparing for the 
GCSE Maths examination. If you would 
like a free copy of the ‘Tips and 
Suggestions’ please email me at 
enquiries@TheMathsClass.co.uk giving 
both the first and last name of either 
the pupil or a parent, and also the 
current school year group for the pupil. 
 
Sally Shaw, BSc (Honours) in 
Mathematical Studies, PGCE 
 

Borough Councillor  
Martin Biermann 

Well, we've now all had the chance to 
experience the new street lighting, where it 
has been introduced. Whilst a few amber 
lights remain, the current replacement 
programme is now complete as far as 
Chineham is concerned. The parish council 
and I are pursuing Hampshire County Council 
to carry out remedial work in some locations, 
but the signs are that this will not prove easy.  
 
Readers may well be interested to learn that 
from a peak of around 52,000 GW/hr in 
2009/10, the power consumption throughout 
Hampshire has been reduced to something 
around 30,000 GW/hr. This is not expected 
to be the end of the power savings, although 
with new lighting areas coming on stream as 
developments take place, there will 
eventually obviously be an upward trend 
again. 
 
I wholeheartedly endorse the aims behind 
these improvements, although I believe more 
could have been done to use LED lighting 
which would have provided even better cost 
savings. What the county has not altogether 
achieved is the objective of locating 
lampposts in better positions and they have, 
indeed, made matters worse in some 
locations. I am not aware of any complaints 
locally, but the lamps are currently running at 
75% of output and are reduced to 50% at 
midnight, and then increased to 75% again at 
05:00 hours. 
 
Changing the subject somewhat, it is always 
difficult to know how best to keep in touch 
with residents using modern media. Apart 
from the now long running Spotlight 
Facebook page, I have decided to try to keep 
in touch via a blog, which can be reached via 
www.martinbiermann.org.uk. Refinements 
are intended for the site but in the meantime, 
it will hopefully prove to be of interest to 
some residents in its current form. 
 

Martin Biermann 
Tel: 01256 352434 
Text (only):  07900 780902 
cllr.m.biermann@basingstoke.gov.uk 
Facebook: Chineham Spotlight 
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County and Borough 
Councillor Elaine Still 

A33 Toucan Crossing: The Toucan 
crossing scheme, including the shared 
use footway/cycleway, which was 
completed on programme in 
N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 4  h a s  b e e n 
successfully safety audited by 
independent engineers. 
 
There are some minor remedial works 
that need to be undertaken by the 
contractor including topsoiling the 
verge and re seeding it where their site 
compound was situated during the 
works. A buff strip will also be painted 
on the edge of the footway not 
protected by the new barrier which will 
act as a safety margin strip. 
 
The timing of the remedial work is 
reliant on weather conditions and 
therefore an exact date for this work 
cannot be confirmed at this time but it 
is likely to be in March at the earliest. 
The work will not require the footway 
to be closed. 
 
Verbal feedback received by the 
engineers from users of the crossing 
while on site has been positive and it 
is being used by cyclists, pedestrians 
and other users. Many people have 
told me they now walk to the shopping 
centre rather then going in their car as 
they feel so much safer with the new 
crossing in place. 
 
Tel: 01256 880926 
Mobile: 07747862913 
elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 
cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 
 
 
 

Borough Councillor  
Paul Miller 

As the evolution of the Local Plan has 
progressed over the past year, that 
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  p r o p o s e d 
developments, I have been pressing 
for the right infrastructure to be 
identified and set in place to allow 
those developments to be sustainable 
in themselves. More importantly, we 
must ensure that the impacts of these 
developments do not compromise the 
sustainability and quality of life of 
existing communities. This ethos is set 
out in Government policy documents 
for Planning but it certainly has been a 
challenge to obtain assurances from 
those responsible for parts of the 
infrastructure (external to BDBC) that 
this can be achieved. I am not alone in 
the Borough Council to have these 
reservations but I will, along with my 
colleagues, continue to press for the 
appropriate community infrastructure 
for the rising population that is 
inevitably going to affect all of us. 
 
Chineham Parish Council and my 
fellow Ward Council lors have 
continued to progress the Recreation 
Facilities programme that includes 
continued investigation to provide an 
additional Allotment site. This, as you 
can imagine, is another challenge as 
we are not endowed with enough 
suitable open space to establish this 
much needed facility. The present site 
has a waiting list that exceeds current 
capacity by some 200% but we 
continue to search. 
 

Paul Miller 
Tel: 01256 467400 
Mobile: 07777 659022 
cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  
 



 

 

Courier Fraud 
I last spoke about courier fraud early 
last year, but Police are warning 
residents to remain vigilant following 
several incidents recently involving 
fraudsters attempting to obtain bank 
cards and account details using bogus 
telephone calls and couriers. 
 
In one incident, an 86-year-old woman 
was told by a man on the phone that 
her account had been targeted and 
that they had people in custody for the 
offence but needed to collect her bank 
cards. A short time later a man arrived 
at the door and the victim placed her 
cards in an envelope and handed 
them to him. She soon realised what 
had happened and contacted the bank 
to cancel the cards. No money was 
removed from her account.  
 
The stories given down the phone vary, 
but usually it’s to the effect that some 
fraudulent activity has occurred on the 
victim’s card and the caller is ringing 
to put this matter right. They obtain 
the PIN during the conversation, but 
then audaciously arrange to have the 
‘bad’ card collected so it can be 
replaced with a new card. The debit/
credit card is collected, sometimes by 
an unwitting participant such as a taxi 
driver or a courier company. The card 
is taken to a pre-arranged location 
where the fraudster is then in 
possession of your card and the PIN. 
 
Of course, no new card is on route and 
it is often several days before the 
person realises they have been the 
victim of a crime – often when they 
are contacted by their real bank to 
check why thousands of pounds have 
suddenly be spent on their account. 

Hampshire Police are targeting these 
criminals so if you have received a call 
trying to obtain your card details, even 
if you were wise enough to put the 
phone down and not disclose 
anything, please do report it. Any 
courier companies or taxi drivers that 
have been asked to pick up such 
packages are also urged to report this 
to police. 
 
If you have elderly or more vulnerable 
friends, family or neighbours please do 
keep an eye out for them. Make them 
aware of this scam and remind them 
not to give any details to unexpected 
callers. Remain alert and if you see 
t h e m  b e i n g  a p p r o a c h e d  b y 
unexpected visitors please check who 
they are and ensure they are a 
legitimate caller. 
 
Remember, if you have information 
about any crime, please call 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111 or 
click www.crimestoppers-uk.org where 
you can also give details anonymously. 
 
For further Crimestoppers updates 
please fol low me on Twitter 
@HantsCrimestopp 
 
PC 741 Simon Wright 
 
 

Help for the Elderly 
My boyfriend and I live in Chineham 
and we would like to give something 
back to the community. After reading 
the Chat a few months ago about 
voluntary work we would like to see if 
we can help the elderly with walking 
their dogs etc.Stacey. Contact 
Collingwood@reedglobal.com 
 
Stacey Collingwood 
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Balancing the Urgent and 
the Important 

'There is a regular tension between 
things that are urgent and things that 
are important....and far too often, the 
urgent wins'.  
 
This is a quote from a book entitled 
Tyranny of the Urgent. I was given a 
copy when I had four young children, a 
husband who travelled frequently plus 
part time teaching responsibilities. It's 
not surprising that it took several 
months for me to finish this small book 
as bedtime reading was much less of a 
priority than sleep! It has nevertheless 
helped me to be far more conscious of 
my time management over the years. 
Even today, though it is far from 
perfect, I do find myself trying to 
prioritise important things as much as 
possible and carefully weighing up the 
real urgency of those things that 
present themselves as urgent. This 
can mean a vast stack of ironing 
accumulating, an extraordinarily untidy 
desk for weeks on end, a horribly 
greasy oven, scores of emails needing 
to be filed or deleted or that all 
important Chat article being left until 
the last minute! 
 
You may have come across the letters 
WWJD on car stickers, wrist bands and 
the like. The letters stand for What 
Would Jesus Do? We know that he 
came to show God's great love for 
mankind and that early in his ministry 
his was a life swirling with people and 
their needs. He responded tirelessly to 
the urgent but did not neglect the 
important. Whilst ministering around 
the clock he prioritised space to spend 
quiet times with his father in prayer 
and contemplation. We also need 

these oases of refreshment in our 
busy lives, whatever form they might 
take and I like to think that like us, 
Jesus too made time for relaxing 
activities such as fishing, chilling with 
friends and maybe even beach 
barbecues!  
 
So what is important? How should we 
be living our lives? Well there are 
different priorities for different people 
at different times but one thing that 
should be high up there on our list is 
ourselves. To be the best we can be 
isn't possible without taking good care 
of ourselves. We may have very 
demanding careers and numerous 
responsibilities with people extremely 
dependant on us, deserving our time, 
love and care, but if we neglect our 
own physical and emotional health 
and wellbeing,  those closest to us will 
eventually feel the impact.  
 
My husband often reminds me "you 
can't take out of the bank what you 
haven't put in". So let's make that time 
for ourselves, without feeling guilty or 
self-indulgent. Let's put things into ‘the 
bank' and whether it's simply spending 
some regular time in stillness and 
contemplation, listening to some 
favourite music, enjoying the luxury of 
a long hot bath or taking an 
invigorating walk, catching up with a 
good friend over coffee, sitting down 
with that novel for an hour whilst the 
baby is sleeping or joining that evening 
class we've been pondering for ages.... 
Let's do it!  As we go through our days 
may the quiet whispers of the 
important not be drowned out by the 
loud shouts of the urgent. 
 
Liz Duke 
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Christ & Community  
Church Activities 

Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am 
every Sunday – all welcome. Groups 
for children and young people of all 
ages meet at the 10.30am service – 
the 9am service tends to be quieter 
and more reflective. There is no charge 
and all are welcome.  During March we 
will be looking at the Beatitudes - 
some of Jesus’s important lessons to 
see how we can grow in our 
relationship with God our Father. Our 
sermons are recorded and available 
o n  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk   On 
Sunday 15 March we will have special 
services (9am and 10.30am) to mark 
Mothering Sunday – this year all the 
ladies in the congregation will be given 
a small gift made by the children in 
Lightcatchers! 
  
Midweek services: A service of Holy 
Communion will be held on Tuesday 
31 March at 11am and in the Club 
Room at Binfields’ Close at 10.30am 
(please note the new time!) on 
Thursday 26 March.  All welcome.   
  
Prayer:  Is there something you would 
like prayer for?  Obviously you can pray 
anytime and anywhere, but our Prayer 
Room is open whenever the building is 
open – you are welcome to drop in to 
sit and pray in silence, or if you would 
like someone to pray with or for you we 
can arrange that.  
  
Lent: During the period leading up to 
Easter we have “cancelled” all our 
meetings (apart from Sunday services) 
and we will be focussing on God with 
special evening sessions.  Everyone is 
welcome to join us from 8pm for about 

an hour on 11 and 25 March as 
through worship, prayer and teaching 
we will “seek the Lord” to renew and 
revive our relationship with him.   
  
Coffee and Co: Our cafe is open every 
Monday during term-time from 9.30am 
to 11.30am. Everyone is welcome to 
drop in for a coffee and a slice of 
delicious cake! There are toys for the 
children and plenty of people to chat 
with. 
  
Luncheon Club: Everyone is welcome 
to join us for lunch on Tuesday 31 
March at 12noon. Adults £4, children 
£2. There is no need to book.   
  
CCBBies: Our group for pre-school 
children meets every Thursday during 
term-time from 10-11.15am in the 
Shaftesbury Room. Parents/carers are 
requ i red  to  s tay  w i th  the i r 
children. There is no charge and 
refreshments are available along with 
stories, crafts, songs, prayers and free 
play as we learn about Jesus and the 
Bible together.   
  
Messy Church: Families are invited to 
join us on Monday 9 March from 
3 . 4 5 p m  f o r  g a m e s /
refreshments. Activities begin at 
4.15pm, supper is served at 5.15pm 
and it is time to go home at 
5.45pm. There is no charge although 
donations towards the cost of the food 
is welcome. This month we will be 
learning about Easter! Everyone is 
invited to come and “get messy” with 
us! 
  
Thank God It’s Friday (TGIF) Youth 
Club: Young people in year 6 upwards 
are invited to join us every Friday in 
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term-time from 8-9.30pm for lots of 
games, activities, fun and friendship. It 
will only cost you £1 to come in but do 
bring some extra cash for tuck and 
bring a friend too! Special activities 
this month include origami and 
Scalextric. 
  
Big Food Quiz: Congratulations to team 
“Top Banana” for winning our Big Food 
Quiz in February! 
  
Charity collections: we continue to 
collect stamps (new and used), ink 
cartridges, postcards, spectacles, 
socks, tools, bedding, tins and packets 
of food, empty baby wipe packets, and 
tops from supermarket milk bottles for 
various charities.  We can find a home 
for most things so if you have anything 
you would like to pass on do contact 
us! 
  
Room hire: Rooms are available to hire 
either on a one-off or regular 
basis. Contact us for details or look on 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk 
Prices start at £7.75 per hour 
(Community Rate) which includes use 
of the kitchen/snack bar where tea, 
coffee, sugar and squash are 
provided.   
  
Further information: If you would like 
to know anything about the life and 
activities of Christ Church please 
contact Ruth, our Administrator – 
0 1 2 5 6  4 7 4 2 8 0 /
admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk/
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk or 
drop in when the office is open. You 
can also find out information about 
C h r i s t  C h u r c h  o n  o u r 
website  www.christchurchchineham.o
r g . u k ,  a t  F a c e b o o k 

( w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
christchurchchineham) and follow us 
on Twitter @ccChineham   
 
Ruth Randall 
 
 

Women’s World Day of 
Prayer 

Friday 6 March at 10:30am in Saint 
Mary's Church, Old Basing. Revd. 
Rachel Hartland is the speaker at this 
Interdenominational service: all 
welcome, men, women and children. 
 
This year’s country focus is The 
Bahamas, and the title is ‘Jesus said 
to them: Do you know what I have 
done to you?’, taken from John’s 
gospel. Refreshments afterwards. 
  
Denise Baugh 
 
 

Jazz Nights 
Basingstoke Irish Centre in Council 
Road RG21 3DH are hosting two Jazz 
Nights. 
 
Thursday 12 March: The Golden Age of 
Jazz Still Exists with two of the world’s 
great jazz tenor men, Harry Allen and 
Don Weller.  
 
Thursday 16 April: To celebrate Billie 
Holiday’s 100th birthday we have one 
of today’s great jazz singers, Claire 
Martin, accompanied by Dave Newton 
and Dave Whitford.  
 
Both events start at 8pm and tickets 
are available at £16 by phoning 0794 
204 0779 or blackbird@waitrose .com 
 
Anne Bennett 
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Children's Activities 
Groovy Movers: We are running 
courses and taster sessions to help 
develop confidence, coordination and 
balance through singing, dance and 
music - for children and parent/carers. 
 
Starting Tuesday 23 February for 5 
weeks and again on Tuesday 21 April, 
9.45—10.45am at Christ Church. 
Course cost £20 for 5 weeks. 
Registration is easy, just turn up on 
the first week, register and pay. 
 
PAL’S: Play and Learn (Messy) 
Sessions will run every week during 
term time on Thursday’s at LilyPads 
Childrens Centre in Chineham, 1.00—
2.30pm. The cost is £2 per child. 
 
For more details on either of these 
sessions please contact RCS Ltd. on 
0 7 8 3 4  5 8 2 9 5 7  o r 
enquiries.rcs123@gmail.com 
 
 

Divorce Recovery 
Workshop 

Are you currently going through divorce 
or separation? Divorce Recovery 
Workshop can help. DRW is a six 
session course which helps divorced 
or separated people to come to terms 
with a relationship that has 
irretrievably broken down.   
 
It is run and facilitated, not by 
professionals but by those of us who 
have experienced the breakdown of a 
marriage or relationship and who have 
benefited from the support both during 
and following the workshop. 
  
The workshop can enable people to 
have a better understanding of what 

they are going through, provide them 
with support from others in the same 
situation and assist in the process of 
adjustment in their lives. We offer a 
secure environment for discussion and 
understanding of feelings. A new circle 
of friends is often made during the 
workshop and afterwards in the social 
events. 
 
Our next Workshop will start on 9 April 
in Basingstoke. 
  
For further information telephone     
Faith on 01256 414626 or email 
Basingstoke@drw.org.uk 
 
Alan Fletcher 
 
 

Spring Concert 
The Hook Choral Society Spring 
Concert is entitled ‘Serenity’ after a 
work by Ola Gjeilo who is one of the 
most exciting composers of the 21st 
century. The programme also includes 
other beautiful and moving music from 
Fauré’s ‘Cantique de Jean Racine’ and 
Parry’s ‘I Was Glad’ to more 
contemporary pieces by Arvo 
Pärt, arguably the greatest living 
composer, as well as works by Harris, 
Purcell, Rachmaninoff, Rheinberger 
and Rameau. The concert will take 
place at 7.30 pm on Saturday 18 April  
at St John’s Church, London Road, 
Hook. 

Tickets are £12.00 (concessions 
£10.00 and accompanied children 
under 11 free) and will be available 
from Trees Newsagent, Hook or by 
calling 01256 882067. 
 
Sara Williams 
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Probus Hears About 
Microlight Flying 

Kim Taylor, a Landing Site Officer with 
The Queen's Helicopter Flight, gave an 
illustrated presentation to the Probus 
Club of Basingstoke about microlight 
flying.  Kim has experienced a varied 
aviation career. He is a retired Police 
Air Observer, microlight constructor, 
pilot and former Flight Safety Officer 
for the British Microlight Aircraft 
Association. 
 
He described what legally constitutes a 
microlight aircraft in its various shapes 
and forms, going on to illustrate the 
different characteristics of this type of 
aviation and why it appeals as "flying 
for ordinary folk".  
 
Statutory individual medical and 
licensing requirements were covered 
as was flying training, excellently 
demonstrated by way of video clips 
made by a helmet camera in the 
cockpit.   
 
The pros and cons of factory versus 
home built aircraft were examined and 
an in-depth account given of Kim's 
own experiences in constructing three 
very different flying machines. He also 
touched on how the airworthiness 
aspects were addressed.    
 
Kim reminisced how microlight flying 
had led him on adventures over the 
past few years.  Besides the simple 
fun of flying from airstrips and airfields 
he has toured extensively and been 
involved with rallies all over the UK.  
This included, what he was told at the 
time, was the first return flight to the 
Scilly Isles in a 'weight shift' microlight. 
On the centenary of Louis Bleriot's first 

crossing of the English Channel, Kim 
was amongst over a hundred British 
and French aircraft to make the 
crossing in 2009. He has partaken in a 
mass microlight landing on the sands 
of Morecambe Bay, commemorating 
the gallant action of the Lancashire 
Fusiliers in Gallipoli.  Kim's finest event 
was organising the 'Help for Heroes' 
flypast over Wootton Bassett in 2010.  
This was a tribute to the armed 
services and to the people of the town 
itself. It involved one hundred and 
forty aircraft and raised over £3000. 
 
If you want to know more about the 
Probus Club for retired professional 
and business men see their website 
www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com or 
ring the Secretary Paul Flint for an 
informal chat on 07770 886521.   
 
Paul Flint 
 
 

Aldworth Badminton Club 
We are looking for new members. 
Players should have experience as we 
do not have coaching.   
 
We are a friendly and sociable club, 
meeting every Thursday at Aldworth 
Community College. We play from 7pm 
till 8.30pm and have a wide age 
range. We meet in the Aldworth Bar 
afterwards, and also have other social 
functions periodically. Each session 
costs £3.50 but the first visit is free!  
  
Contact Brian Davies on 323291. 
  
Lynda Clarke 
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Basingstoke Civil Service 
Retirement Fellowship 

In welcoming 51 members to the 
monthly meeting held on Wednesday 4 
February, John Lambeth reminded 
everyone of the AGM to be held at the 
next meeting which would be followed 
by lunch at the Conservative Club.  
Tony Brazier, the Secretary, gave 
details of the trip to Westfield 
Shopping Centre or the London 
Museums later in the month and 
asked that anyone still wanting to go to 
Salisbury on Tuesday 17 March should 
put their names on the list. Christine 
Broadbent then gave her welfare 
report in which she welcomed back 
those members who had not been at 
recent meetings. 
 
The speaker was David Ogborn who 
presented a talk “Singing for Fun”.  He 
gave a history of his own involvement 
with choirs in the area since 1975 
which included his time with the 
Basingstoke Male Voice Choir which 
did many world-wide tours and 
eventually led to his setting up the 
Festival of Choirs in 2011.  Last year a 
special concert “A Century of War and 
Peace” was held at the Anvil which 
was a sell-out.  This involved 13 choirs 
and raised money for the charity Care 
for Casualties.  He then had everyone 
at the meeting joining in some singing 
practice and trying out a few songs 
which, despite most people’s 
reservations, did not sound too bad. 
 
The group meets on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 
Brookvale Village Hall from 10 am – 
12 noon and all retired Civil Servants 
and their partners are welcome.  
Further details about meetings can be 

obtained from the Secretary Tony 
Brazier on 01256 418770 or at 
bjmapbr@ntlworld.com and details of 
trips from Kate Lambeth on 01256 
328791. 
 
David Cowling 
 
 

Old Basing Branch of the 
Royal British Legion 

Our Annual Tea Afternoon will be held 
on Saturday 21 March in the Jack 
Morris Hall in Crown Lane, Old Basing 
from 3pm.  
 
Come and enjoy this popular event, 
meet some lovely people and browse 
our craft stalls. Entry, including 
Afternoon Tea is only £3-50. You will 
also be able to buy the latest 1915 to 
2015 Centenary Enamel Poppy Pin, 
this is hot off the press and I have a 
small stock available so avoid the rush 
in November and come along to our 
event.  
 
All proceeds go to the Poppy Appeal, if 
you have any questions please contact 
Hon Poppy Appeal Organiser Tim 
Russell on either 0777 288 3964 or 
btrussell1962ad@aol.com 
 
Tim Russell 
 
 

Basingstoke Ramblers 
Club 

Formed in 1965, now fifty years old. If 
you would like to walk with us or are  
thinking of leading walks see our web 
site basingstokeramblers.org.uk. for 
details of membership.  
 
Tony Stoney, Chairman. 



 

 

Nature Notes 
I participated in this year’s “Bird 
Watch”, and, although  my count was 
t h e  s a m e  a s  e v e r y d a y ,  b y 
watching  constantly for an hour, I was 
able to roughly mark the nests as the 
birds flew to and from the feeders.  
  
Candlemas Day (2 Feb) was a sunny 
day and the weather since then has 
been mild, so there may be a 
possibility that climate changing may 
be overriding the old weather lore. 
Fingers crossed it will continue mild. 
 
Hazel became aware that a strange 
black and white cat was in her garden 
moving through the shrubs. As she 
watched, the cat climbed the trunk of 
the large planted Christmas tree (over 
30 ft high). A  minute later, a pair of 
Collared Doves shot out and sat on the 
fence. The cat then descended, 
proceeded across to the fence, stood, 
presumably glaring at the couple, 
swished its tail and disappeared into 
the hedge. The Doves then flew back 
into the tree, whereupon the cat again 
ascended into the greenery. However, 
several minutes later, it gave up and 
left the garden. I wonder if the wily 
birds had landed on the very tallest 
branches, which bend in the wind to 
taunt the invader 
 
I was surprised to spy two cock 
Blackbirds alight in the garden 
simultaneously, until they began 
fighting. I had spotted the hen last 
week, so it’s nesting time for them, if 
she can choose a suitor  
 
There have been lots of Magpies 
shooting through, collecting food. I 
think they have several nests in Great 
Sorrel’s Copse. 

It is fascinating seeing the birds lining 
up to wait their turn, then returning to 
the nests in the hedges. In another 
week I shall be able to identify the 
exact spots. Although the female 
Blackcap stayed for a week, she has 
now departed.  
 
I heard the Owls several weeks ago, 
but was informed that there had been 
a nest on Cufaude Lane until the tree 
was chopped down. 
 
My Snowdrop numbers have declined 
although there are 30 in bloom, so in 
case there is a mouse munching the 
bulbs, I have ordered more "in the 
green”  together with Aconites, which I 
shall plant in pots. There was a picture 
on TV of Welford Park with its sheet of 
white, which brought back memories 
of visiting at Snowdrop time in the 
past. 
 
If the good weather continues, please 
look out for wandering hedgehogs, 
especially during the day. They will eat 
cat food if you have some,but not 
bread and milk. 
 
Please inform me of any nature 
s i g h t i n g s  y o u  s e e  a t 
ginny.wright2@btinternet.com or 
479562. 
 
Ginny Wright 
 
 

Old Basing Allotment & 
Garden Society 

Shop open Sundays 1 March 10.30 to 
noon and 8 March to 26 April, 1030 to 
1230.  
  
Tony Stoney 
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Four Lanes Community 
Centre 

Quiz Night: Friday 20 March at 
7.00pm. Come along and test your 
knowledge! Its £7.00 per head and 
you will need 6 people per team.  The 
price will include jacket potatoes with 
chilli/curry. Drinks are available to buy.  
All money raised will go towards 
community work in schools within the 
slums in Kenya. To book or for more 
information please call 810499 or 
01794 522106. 
 
Happy Hands & Dancing Feet: For 
Mums, Dads, Babies and Pre-school 
children. There will be a range of 
activities including indoor and outdoor 
toys, arts and crafts, stories and 
rhymes, drinks and biscuits.  All based 
in a safe and welcoming environment. 
Wednesdays - 9.30am to 11.00am on 
going. Cost £12.00 for 6 weeks or 
£2.50 per week on a drop-in basis. 
Please contact us to register your 
interest 
 
Understanding Behaviour 0 to 5: A 5 
week course to increase parent’s 
confidence and self esteem. This is a 
joint program for both Parents/Carers 
of Pre-school children. 
Start date to be confirmed.  Please call 
to register your interest. Free. 
 
Zumba: Mondays, 7.30pm to 8.30pm. 
Cost £6 pay as you go. Contact Rina 
Mistry on 07971 553658.  
 
Get My Digital SLR on to Manual: 5 
week course. An introduction to Digital 
SLR/Bridge camera photography.  
Starts Monday 2 March, 7.00pm to 
9.00pm. Cost £55.00. 
 
Get Fit for Families: Saturday 21 

March. Fun, physical activity. 
Information and advice on nutrition, as 
well as tips for leading healthier 
lifestyles. Cookery session – make 
your own healthy meal! Please contact 
Sarah Brown on 01256 354141 or 
email sarah@proteustheatre.com to 
book your place. 
 
Fitness Freestyle Yoga: (Infant Hall) 
Freestyle Fitness Yoga is a yoga based 
fitness class without the spirituality.  
All abilities are welcome. Mondays 
7.30pm to 8.30pm. Costs £5.00 per 
week on a pay as you go basis. 
Contact: see loubevmit@gmail.com or  
Louise on 07985 676201 if you have 
any questions. 
 
GOL: (Football) Mondays at Junior 
School and Tuesday at Infant School. 
Mondays at the Junior School 3.40pm 
to 4.40pm or Tuesdays at the Infant 
School 3.40pm to 4.40pm. Contact 
Doreen at GOL on 01256 381652.  
 
Holiday Play Scheme – Easter Holidays  
Open to school children aged from 4 to 
11 years. A fabulous day of activities 
supervised by our friendly and 
professional team to keep the children 
amused with arts and crafts, sports, 
games and fun food.  The Holiday Play 
Scheme runs through every school 
holiday and inset days and is lots fun.  
We have 2 options for sessions times: 
Session A 8.30am to 4.00pm – price 
£14.75 
Session B 8.30am to 5.30pm – price 
£18.00 
 
For information on all events at Four 
Lanes Community Centre please 
telephone 810499 or look at 
www.fourlanescentre.com. 
 
Virginia Wyatt 
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Highclere Castle Trip 
Years 5 and 6 of Great Binfields 
School went on a visit to Highclere 
Castle as they are learning about the 
Ancient Egyptians. They had a great 
time and saw lots of artefacts that 
really gave them an insight into the 
lives of the Ancient Egyptians. They 
even saw a sarcophagus and linen 
bandages! 
 
Back at school, they designed their 
own Canopic Jars inspired by the trip. 
As well as this, they also wrote diary 
entries in the style of Howard Carter. 
The children really look forward to the 
coming term and can’t wait to see 
what their teachers have in store for 
them!    
 
Megan Hall-Jones and Kiran Hothi  
(Year 6 pupils at Great Binfields 
Primary School) 
 
 

Join Hart Male Voice Choir 
For camaraderie, new friends, great 
fun and musical achievement, join a 
Male Voice Choir. Hart Male Voice 
Choir, currently with about 70 
choristers, is always looking for new 
members. As one of the foremost 
choirs in southeast England we are in 
constant demand for concert 
performances. In 2011 we were 
invited to sing with Lesley Garrett at 
the Isle of Wight Music Festival and 
the following year we were invited 
back again to sing with Aled Jones.  In 
2013 we sang on MV Balmoral and in 
April 2014, our President, Alan 
Titchmarsh, compèred our Young 
Singers Concert and we performed in 
Portugal to sell-out audiences. 
 

The Gareth Malone series on TV has 
provoked huge interest in choral 
singing. Although previous choral 
experience is an advantage, it is not 
necessary as group voice-coaching 
and rehearsal CDs are provided.   
 
If you are thinking of joining a choir, 
come to our Taster Evening on 
Wednesday 25 March at 7.30pm in 
the Cross Barn, Palace Gate, Odiham 
RG29 1JX.  For further information and 
to register interest, please contact the 
recruitment secretary Jack Salway, 
j.salway@btinternet.com or 01428 
683 405. 
 
Jack Salway 
 
 

Basing Singers Concert 
To celebrate the lengthening days and 
prospect of spring, Basing Singers will 
hold a combined concert with the 
exciting young talents of the 
Basingstoke Area Youth Wind 
Orchestras (BAYWO) in Costello School 
on Sunday 22 March. 
 
Featuring a wide variety of music from 
stage and screen – it is not often you 
get Rodgers and Hammerstein, Mary 
Poppins and James Bond on the same 
bill – the concert will start at the 
slightly earlier time of 7pm. 
 
Tickets for this exciting new venture 
will cost £6 for adults or £2 for under 
16’s. Available on the door; from 
Linden Market, Old Basing; Dawsons, 
Festival Place, Basingstoke; or call 
01256 850415. 
 
Mike Leaming 
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Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre 

To book a place, you can order online 
from https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/
home.php, visit Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre in Festival Place, or call 01256 
478670. Advance booking is strongly 
recommended. To find out more about 
Basingstoke Discovery Centre and 
H a m p s h i r e  L i b r a r i e s  v i s i t 
www.hants.gov.uk/bsdc, http://
www3.hants.gov.uk/library/bsdc.htm, 
https://twitter.com/BasingstokeDC 
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
BasingstokeDC. 
 
Second Chance Cinema Club Extra: 
And post-screening talk with Heidi 
Renton. Monday 2 March, 2 pm. Free 
So why has this film been given two 
different classifications? What makes 
the difference between a 12A and 15 
scene and what material needs to be 
cut to secure a lower category? Heidi 
Renton from the British Board of Film 
Classification will explain and dissect 
the legal and ethical considerations on 
which these decisions are based, with 
the opportunity for questions and 
d i s c u s s i o n .  w w w . b b f c . c o . u k 
 
Longdog Brewery: Basingstoke’s only 
microbrewery is run by Phil and Lisa 
Robins from Chineham. Tuesday 3 
March, 2pm. £3. They will take us on a 
‘Real Ale Journey’ exploring their 
passion and desire to revive 
Basingstoke’s brewing history. From 
the creation of the brewery, to the 
brewing process itself, it’s an exciting 
j o u r n e y  t o 
follow.  www.longdogbrewery.co.uk 
 
Second Chance Cinema Club: ‘Made in 
Britain’ Season. Thursday 5 March, 

1pm & 3:30pm. A confirmed bachelor 
attends four different weddings and 
one funeral all the while trying to work 
out if he’s cut out for long term love.  
 
Vintage Style: Thursday 12 March, 
2pm. £3. Naomi Thompson, an author, 
personal shopper and professional 
treasure hunter has been teaching 
people how to spot valuable gems 
since 2008. Come and learn about 
vintage collectables and gain 
inspiration and guidance on how to 
find those unique, one-off items that 
will look fabulously stylish! 
 
Astronomy for Kids: With members of 
the Basingstoke Astronomy Society. 
Saturday 14 March, 1:30pm. Ages 5+ 
and their families. Free. What is the 
moon made of? How big is the Solar 
System? What is an eclipse? Join the 
Basingstoke Astronomy Society as 
they explain the answer to these 
fascinating questions, using a variety 
of models, computer simulations and 
a fly-through of the Solar System. 
 
Star Gazing Live in Basingstoke: With 
members of the Basingstoke 
Astronomy Society. Wednesday 18 
March. 6pm. £2. Will Pluto make a 
come back? What causes an eclipse? 
Members of the Basingstoke 
Astronomical Society join us to answer 
some of these questions. After the 
presentation, examine a working 
mechanical orrery to demonstrate the 
motions of the planets, investigate a 
collection of "Moon" and "Mars" rocks, 
and discover how a Tellurion model 
demonstrates how eclipses work. 
Weather permitting; a number of 
telescopes will be available to view the 
Moon. 
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Second Chance Cinema Club: ‘Made in 
Britain’ Season. Thursday 19 March, 
1pm & 3:30pm. Following the lives of 
eight very different couples in the run 
up to Christmas, this heart-warming 
comedy proves that love, actually can 
arrive when you least expect it. All star 
cast including, Colin Firth, Liam 
Neeson and Emma Thompson.  
 
Portrait Photography Workshop: Take 
great images of your family, pets and 
loved ones. Saturday 21 March, 10am 
–  4 p m .  £ 3 5 .  E x p e r i e n c e d 
photographer, Geoff Read will take you 
through the skills of lighting, posing 
and what do you do with your hands! 
Learn how to make the best use of 
backgrounds and props to ensure 
stunning portraits. Make sure you 
bring a fully charged battery with your 
camera, empty memory card and 
handbook if you have one. 
 
Easter Cupcakes: Saturday 28 March, 
1:30pm – 3:30pm, £12. Four fabulous 
cupcake designs that are sure to wow! 
On this workshop you will learn the 
skills to make fabulous looking 
cupcakes in an Easter theme with our 
experienced instructor from Sugartown 
Cupcakes. This fun workshop teaches 
you technical skills in an achievable 
way to use in your future cake 
creat ions.  P lease br ing  four 
undecorated cupcakes, all other 
e q u i p m e n t  i s  p r o v i d e d . 
 
Phil Jarvis 

 
 

Watermill Theatre 
Forthcoming productions at the 
Watermill Theatre, Bagnor, Newbury 
are: 

Thursday 12 February to Saturday 21 
March. Agatha Christie’s The Secret 
Adversary. A Tommy &Tuppence 
Thriller. Follow the daring and dizzying 
adventures of Tommy & Tuppence  
through 1920s London in Agatha 
Christie’s gripping thriller. 
 
Wednesday 25 to Saturday 28 March 
The Watermill Senior Youth Theatre 
presents The Wolves of Willoughby 
Chase. 
 
B o o k  t i c k e t s  o n l i n e  a t 
www.watermill.org.uk or telephone the 
Box Office  on 01635 46044. 
 
Christine Dollery 
 
 

Michael Buble Tribute 
Royal British Legion Club, Crown Lane , 
Old Basing presents a Michael Buble 
Tribute with the incredible sounding 
Kai McKenzie on Friday 17 April. Doors 
open at 7.30pm 
 
Tickets cost £10.00 per person (over 
18 years only) available from Kyle your 
Club Manager on 01256 465800 or  
07872490388. 
 
Julie Carver 
 
 

Did You Know? 
Flatfish (halibut, flounder, turbot and 
sole) hatch like any other “normal” 
fish. As they grow, then turn sideways 
and one eye moves around so they 
have two eyes on the side that faces 
up. 
Of the 650 types of leeches, only the 
Hirudo Medicinalis is used for medical 
treatments. 
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