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“Competitors” ready for the off in the Neighbourhood Watch Treasure Hunt Cycle 
Ride. See page 10 for details of this years event. 
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August 2015 
I knew I’d been working on the Chat for a long time, but thankfully not for quite as 
long as the wrong Issue Number on the July issue of the Chat perhaps indicated. 
 
Nevertheless I have decided that 20 years (12 + on the Chat) is more than enough 
time editing local magazines. I am standing down as Editor as soon as a 
replacement can be found. 
 
If you fancy trying your hand as Editor then please contact Tony Heeley 
(adverts@chinehamchat.com) for details. See the ad on page 6 for details. 
Preferably you should have desk top publishing (dtp) experience but this is not 
essential as long as you know how to use Microsoft Word or similar. If you can 
work in Word, you can work in Microsoft Publisher or similar dtp programme. A 
reasonable standard of English is essential as is the ability to work to a tight 
deadline. There is only a short time between receiving all the contributions, 
compiling the Chat and getting it to the printer. 
 
Please volunteer to help the Chat Team and your local magazine to flourish. 

Dennis Clapp 

Please Note 
The views expressed in Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team do not ac-
cept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in Chineham Chat. Copyright on all 
original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 
Again, August is a relatively quiet 
period on the entertainment front for 
the club as people continue their 
summer holidays in pastures near and 
far.  

However, we are running the following 
events during the course of August: 

Thursday 20: Senior citizens’ bingo and 
lunch. 13.00 in the lounge bar 

Sunday 29: Members’ monthly draw. 
B e t w e e n  1 5 . 0 0  a n d  1 6 . 0 0 . 
Remember, you must be in the club 
when the draw takes place to have a 
chance of winning. 

Sundays: Texas Hold ‘Em poker 19.00 
and 21.00 in the lounge bar. 

Finally a couple of forthcoming events 
that we would like to make you aware 
of: 

Saturday 31 October will see us hold 
our annual fireworks extravaganza. 
Keep an eye on the website for further 
details, timings, ticket prices, etc. 

Also, we will be showing all the major 
games from the fast-approaching 
Rugby World Cup on our big screen. 
The tournament starts on 18 
September and runs until 31 October. 
As well as showing the games we will 
b e  r unn ing  p r om o t io n s  an d 
compet i t ions  th roughout  the 
tournament. 

John Prince 

Chineham Village Hall 
As some users of the patio area have 
noticed, there have been some 
teething problems with the new patio 
furniture with some wooden slats on 
tables and seats warping/splitting.  A 
representative from the manufacturers 
has now been to site and agreed to 
rectify the faults as soon as possible. 
Please bear with us and take care 
when using the patio furniture. 
Hopefully by the time this edition of 
the Chineham Chat goes to print the 
work may have been completed.   

For anyone wishing to attend the 
regular diet/fitness sessions in the 
halls during the school holidays – the 
timetable is shown below: 

Main Hall 
Aerobics: Tuesdays, 7.30—8.30pm 
Pilates: Mondays, 12 – 1pm 
Zumba: Tuesdays, 6 – 7pm 
Zumba: Wednesdays, 8.30 – 9.30pm 
Weightwatchers: Wednesdays, 6.45 –
8.15pm 
Slimming World: Thursdays, 9.30am 
and 11.30am 

Community Rooms 
Yoga: Beginners: Thursdays, 6.45 –
7.45pm 
Yoga Intermediate: Thursdays, 8.30 -
9.30pm 

Contact details for these activities can 
be found on the noticeboard. 

If you would like to book either of the 
halls for a one off event such as a 
wedding, party or meeting, or you are 
interested in hiring the facilities on a 
regular basis, please call the booking 
clerk on 07932 328172, or email 
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chinehamvillagehall@gmail.com for 
more information and to check 
availability. Our website also contains 
answers to many frequently asked 
questions – check out the FAQ pages 
at www.chinehamvillagehall.com. 
 
Lynne Hughes 
 
 

Chineham Library 
The annual Summer Reading 
Challenge this year has the theme of 
Record Breakers. It began on 11 July 
with us participating in an actual world 
record attempt for the highest number 
of people signing up for a reading 
challenge. Very exciting! 
 
If however you missed this date and 
you have children between 4 and 11 
please do visit us and sign up for the 
scheme. Children are encouraged to 
read six or more library books of their 
choice with incentives and rewards to 
collect along the way, plus a certificate 
and medal for every child who 
completes the Challenge. Children can 
sign up until 12 September and it is 
absolutely free.   
 
At Chineham we will also have 
activities such as treasure hunts and 
quizzes to take part in, with special 
prizes to be won. Last year over 
25,000 children took part in 
Hampshire, with over 60% winning 
medals—could your child be a record 
breaker this Summer? During the 
Summer many of our regular groups 
will be taking a break, but activities 
such as rhyme time and story time for 
younger children will continue. 
 
Cathy Foster 

Chineham WI 
Our newly elected President made her 
debut appearance at our June 
meeting.  And a very interesting 
meeting it was too!  We were visited by 
three members of Basingclog Morris, 
Hazel, Jill and Mike. 
  
Hazel gave us a brief history of clog 
dancing from the 16th Century and 
how it has evolved and still evolves 
today. Hazel explained that Basingclog 
side (a 'side' is a team of clog dancers) 
dance the North West style of clog 
dancing, but there are three main 
styles of clog dancing around the 
UK.  There are different roles within a 
side of dancers, with The Squire as the 
leader.  Hazel and Jill explained about 
the traditional dress with colourful 
sashes and bright, flowery hats and, of 
course, the bells adorning their clogs.  
 
Then it was our turn for a lesson in 
how to clog dance.  Many of us joined 
in learning how to 'step up' (or the 
chorus), to make a star (a figure) and 
to change places as we danced while 
manipulating colourful short sticks 
with bells on.  Meanwhile, Mike played 
the f iddle and provided l ive 
music while we danced.  It was a lively 
evening full of laughter and great fun. 
  
At our July meeting we enjoyed Dr Alick 
Jones talk "Garden Weeds - Can we 
ever win?"  
 
Our August meeting will be held on 24 
August at The Longbridge Mill, where 
we are having dinner as part of our 
Centenary celebrations?  
 
New members are welcome to join at 
any meeting throughout the year.  Just  
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come along on the night.  The annual 
subscription, payable by March, is 
currently £36, but if you join part way 
through the year the cost is pro-
rated. Your subscription entitles you to 
attend the monthly meetings and 
i n c lu d e s  i s s u e s  o f  W I  L i f e 
magazine.  This is the Centenary year 
of the WI in the UK with special events 
throughout the year to celebrate. 
 
Pam Malcolm 

 
 

Tales of an Allotmenteer  
Each summer a glut of vegetables 
sends me surfing the net in search of 
new ways to dish them up to the 
family. This is the first year however 
that I’ve faced a glut of fruit, from just 
one bush! My blackcurrant bush, 
planted two years ago, yielded a 
handful of currants last year.  This year 
to date I’ve picked 4lbs.  I’m not sure 
how many currants that is but it 
seemed like an awful lot when I was 
standing in the kitchen checking each 
one for stalks and blemishes.  
 
My attempt at jam making was a 
disaster.  I ended up with a burnt pan 
and a jam that although edible was 
most definitely not spreadable.  I think 
I will stick to what I know best, baking.  
My blackcurrant teabread and berry 
crumble traybake were both delicious. 
 
We’ve also enjoyed a constant supply 
of strawberries throughout Wimbledon 
fortnight and are looking forward to 
the raspberries, which are ripening 
fast and the gooseberries. 
 
The vegetables are all doing well 
especially the broccoli, which we’ve 

been cutting each week and the 
celery, a first for me this year.  Black 
fly has been a bit of a problem on the 
allotment and has taken hold of the 
beans but hopefully they won’t prevent 
them from developing.  A regular spray 
of Fairy Liquid should keep them at 
bay. There is always something to 
challenge us allotmenteers! 
 
Sally Dodd 
 
 

Editor Required 
The Chineham Chat requires a 
volunteer Editor to take over from 
Dennis who has been doing the job for 
more than 12 years. 
 
If you can spare 10 or 12 hours a 
month and have a reasonable 
standard of English you could be just 
the person we are seeking. It would be 
useful if you have desk top publishing 
(dtp) experience but this is not 
essential as long as you know how to 
use Microsoft Word or similar 
programme. Microsoft Publisher dtp is 
very similar to Word but just requires 
you to always work in a text box. It also 
has a few other facilities but these can 
be learned on the job. 
 
You will need to work to tight 
deadlines as there is very little time 
between receiving all the contributions 
and compiling the Chat before sending 
it to the printer. 
 
If you think you may be able to help or 
require further details, please contact 
T o n y  H e e l e y  a t 
adverts@chinehamchat.com. 
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Greening Campaign 
Basingstoke Green Week this 
year will run from Saturday 19 
September to Saturday 26 
September. During Green 
Week last year the Greening 
Chineham group organised a 
free film show and a litter pick. 
Events across the Borough for 
this year are in the planning 
stage so if you have an idea 
that you would like to see 
developed for Green Week or 
would be able to help in any way, then 
please get in touch with us by emailing 
to  greeningchineham@hotmail.co.uk.  
 
In October this year a 5p charge for 
plastic bags should become law. This 
charge has been in place in Northern 
Ireland and Wales for some time 
where there has been a dramatic drop 
in the number of bags used. See 
DEFRA at http://ow.ly/K9DFA for 
information.  
 
An interesting article in the Guardian, 
http://ow.ly/K9Gft, which includes 
video of common birds and their song 
suggests that we could all benefit by 
getting more in touch with nature. One 
thing we could do is to learn to 
recognise birds by their song, 
something that all children brought up 
in the country years ago could do.  
Some time  ago a long list of bird 
species seen by Chineham residents 
was published in the nature notes 
section in the Chat.  It would be 
interesting to know if the same variety 
of birds is still to be found in 
Chineham. Perhaps we could run our 
own mini Bird Watch in Chineham to 
find out?  
 

I was very sad to discover that Editors 
of the Oxford Junior Dictionary have 

decided that words such as 
heron, kingfisher, magpie and 
lark, amongst many others, 
should be omitted in favour of 
more often used words and 
phrases such as ‘cut and 
paste’, ‘broadband’ and 
‘analogue’. What conclusions 
should we draw from this? See 
http://ow.ly/K9O6t for the full 
article.  

 
Sue Juon 
 
 

Volunteers Needed 
Age Concern Hampshire began 
teaching the Over 50’s how to use a 
computer back in 1999.  In 2015, the 
need is changing and increasing.  All 
local authority payments are due to be 
on-line only and benefits and 
entitlements will also need to be 
applied for in this way. 
 
We are looking to recruit additional 
volunteer ICT Tutors in many parts of 
Hampshire, especially in the North and 
the New Forest, in order to support 
these changes & challenges.  Can you 
help?  If you are IT literate, patient and 
willing to support older people we want 
to hear from you. A teaching 
background is not essential but would 
be useful.  Commitment is usually one 
morning or afternoon per week. 
 
For further information or to apply 
please call 01256 423874 or 
Freephone 0800 328 7154. 
 
Clive Lubert 
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News from the Beat 
This article was received too late for 
inclusion in the July issue of the Chat. 
However, it is printed here as the 
message is still relevant and nothing 
more recent has been received. 
 
Crime Update by PC Jim Charlton: 
Very little crime of note has occurred 
in the area this month, however what 
did happen all occurred in the space 
of one night and was probably 
committed by the same group of (as 
yet) unidentified males. 
 
Firstly there was a theft from an 
insecure vehicle parked on the 
driveway of an address on Reading 
Road. A wallet and its contents were 
stolen from inside. A screwdriver was 
found on the floor next to the vehicle, 
but it was not used to break into it so 
must have been dropped by the 
offender/s. 
 
Next two neighbouring homes were 
targeted a little further down Reading 
Road. The CCTV from one address 
showed a group of five males outside, 
one of whom approached the house 
and tried front and back door handles. 
Fortunately both home-owners had 
secured their properties and the would
-be burglars left empty handed. 
 
Next an attempt was made to force 
open the front door of an address in 
Tangway, possibly with a screwdriver 
or similar tool, but fortunately without 
success. 
 
And then finally the thieves found an 
insecure vehicle parked on a driveway 
in Puttenham Road and stole a mobile 
phone and clothing from inside. 

It would appear that we got away 
relatively lightly on this occasion. 
However it should act as a timely 
reminder that you cannot drop your 
guard. I can guarantee you that the 
thieves would have tried many, many 
more handles on homes and vehicles 
on this particular night, possibly even 
your own. Please make sure they 
continue to be frustrated in their 
attempts to commit crime, by securing 
your cars and removing valuables 
from them, and taking all necessary 
steps to secure your homes. 
 
PC Jim Charlton 21015 
 
Beat surgery – 1st Wed. of the month 
at Costa Coffee in the Chineham 
Centre at 16:30-17:30 
Tel: 101 (or request to leave a 
message using our collar numbers). 
james.charlton@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 

 
 

Cycle Ride Treasure Hunt  
This popular, annual community event 
is organised by members of Chineham 
& Sherfield Park Neighbourhood 
Watch and supported by our local 
Councils and Police. 
 
Come and join us at the Chineham 
Scout Hut, Hanmore Road, on Sunday 
6 September. You only need to bring 
cycles, cycle helmets and cash. Entry 
fees: adult £2, child aged 5-17 £1, 
child under 5 free. Registration is from 
1:30pm. Start times are staggered 
between 2pm and 2:30pm but it’s not 
a race!  
 
Booklets are provided with clear 
instructions and treasure hunt 
questions. The treasure hunt is 



 

 

optional, with lots of prizes for those 
with the most correct answers, kindly 
donated by local businesses. 
Sainsbury’s generously provides plenty 
of free refreshments including bottled 
water, fresh fruit, tea, coffee and 
cakes.  
 
The new cycle route has been carefully 
planned and is suitable for everyone. 
Whether you’re 5, 35 or 85 and on 
your own, with a partner or in a large 
family group, you’ll enjoy an afternoon 
of fun, discovering parts of 
Basingstoke you never knew existed!  
 
For further details contact Laura 
Romney on 817893 or Dave Spokes 
on 346027. 
 
Laura Romney 
 
 

Linguatastic 
As mentioned in last month’s article, 
we’d like to this month, report back on 
the events of 20 June.  In the morning, 
we performed at World Party.  As ever, 
the children did us proud performing 
wonderfully on stage. Then it was a 
quick move on to Old Basing Carnival, 
ready for judging and the procession.  
The frantic rush was however, worth it.  
The weather was generally kind to us 
and we came 2nd in our class and 1st 
overall for our costumes. It was a 
particularly special year for us to win 
as the theme was “Countries of the 
World”. Tying in with the theme, we 
performed in the arena, singing a 
multilingual version of “Let it go”, 
followed by some fun action songs in 
French, German and Spanish. There 
were some enthusiastic members of 
the audience who joined in, to whom 

we’d like to say a massive thank you, 
especially as it then encouraged 
others to join.  We hope you enjoyed it! 
 
As for this month, our usual clubs will 
not be running as it’s the summer 
holidays, but we are planning on 
offering some alternative sessions.  
Please get in touch for further 
information on French, German, 
Spanish or Mandarin Baby and 
Toddler with Parents Groups (10.15-
11.15am on different days in 
Chineham): 
French, German or Spanish Art and 
Craft Clubs for Primary School aged 
children (3.30-4.20pm on different 
days in Chineham): 
French, German or Spanish Singing 
and Dancing Clubs for Primary School 
aged children (4.30-5.20pm on 
different days in Chineham)  
 
And finally, we still have a few places 
on classes/clubs for the Autumn 
2015 term. We offer different 
languages (French, German, Spanish, 
Italian and Mandarin) to different age 
groups (preschool, primary school, 
secondary school and adults).  
    
For further information, please e-mail 
us at info@linguatastic.com or 
telephone 811100. 
 
Fiona Biermann 
 
 

Did You Know 
There are more lifeforms living on your 
skin than there are people in the 
world. 
 
Leonardo da Vinci could write with one 
hand and draw with the other at the 
same time. 
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Chineham Parish Council 
Friends of Four Lanes School Fete 
Councillors would like to thank those 
of you who visited the Parish Council 
stand at the Fete on 27 June.  We 
were pleased to be able to show a 
display of what has been achieved in 
recent years around the parish.   
 
Overgrown vegetation 
This is a plea to keep an eye on your 
boundary hedges and borders.  Please 
keep them cut back and don’t allow 
them to encroach on public footpaths. 
 
Grants 
Section 137 of the Local Government 
Act 1972 empowers the Parish Council 
to spend some of its money, subject to 
limits, on purposes that it considers to 
be "in the interests of, and will bring 
direct benefit to, their area, or any part 
of it, or all or some of its 
inhabitants."  Grants under Section 
137 are only available to Groups or 
Organisations (personal applications 
cannot be considered) and any grant 
requests must be supported by a 
Chineham Parish Council Grant 
Application Form which is available to 
download from our website or by 
contacting the Clerk. The request must 
be from a Group or Organisation that 
supports or has a direct benefit to the 
residents of Chineham. 
 
The next Chineham Parish Council 
meeting is to be held on 10 August.  It 
starts at 7.45 pm in the Community 
Rooms at the Chineham Village Hall 
(the public session will start at 7.50 
pm). 
The Parish Council is here to help the 
residents of Chineham, so if there is a 
Chineham issue you are concerned 

about, please feel free to contact the 
Clerk, Sally Jackson on 474500 or 
email clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 
Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 
0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 
assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 
during office hours only please.  The 
Parish Council website can be found at 
www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 
 

Role Models Needed 
Occasional helpers are needed to work 
with enthusiastic Young People as part 
of our team of friendly volunteers at 1st 
Chineham Scouts. 
 
The Group is growing and growing. To 
deliver a challenging and safe 
programme we need more adult 
helpers. No experience is necessary, 
you don’t need to have been a scout 
(or brownie!). You do need patience, a 
sense of humour and be willing to join 
in. As much or as little time that you 
can give. 
 
There are opportunities in all sections: 
For Beavers (6-8 years). Our youngest 
age group. The programme is an 
introduction to scouting with the 
emphasis on fun, through games and 
craft. Leaders need to be kind and 
helpful. We are desperately short of 
adults on Monday evening. 
Cubs  (8 -11  years ) .  A  more 
adventurous programme. Cubs work 
together in teams, learning new skills, 
with lots of outdoor activities and 
competitions.  We have a strong group 
of very friendly leaders on Mondays 
and Wednesdays.  
Scouts (11-14 years) and Explorers      
(14-18 years). Our most challenging 
programmes offering young people 
greater independence and resilience.  
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Scouts build their teamwork and 
leadership skills, often in outdoor 
settings. Leaders on Thursdays and 
Wednesdays act as instructors, 
coaches and role models.   
 
If you can’t commit to a regular week 
night why not join our Executive, 
providing support on an occasional 
basis, helping with maintenance and 
at events. 
If you would like to be part of what 
makes Chineham great and can 
commit time to support local young 
people, we would love to talk to you. 
Please have a chat with any leader 
and come and visit.  
 
Contact Peter Robinson (Group Scout 
Leader) on 01256 460911 or                     
1stchinehamscoutgroup@sky.com 
 
Peter Robinson 
 
PS Work is about to commence on an 
extension to the side of the building. 
This will form a new room for Abacus 
Nursery and enable additional 
provision for the very youngest 
children of the village. We are even 
more excited that this project will 
enable an outdoor play area for the 
nursery, giving the children who attend 
a fantastic permanent facility. Work 
will take place through the summer. I 
am delighted that work will be 
conducted by local businesses.  

 
 

Did You Know 
OJ Simpson was originally cast to play 
Terminator, but the studio was afraid 
that no one would buy him as a 
remorseless killer. 
 

Borough Councillor 
Joyce Bowyer 

It was lovely to meet many residents at 
the Four Lanes School Fete. The 
weather was glorious and my family 
and I were very impressed with the 
wide selection of stalls and activities 
for all to enjoy. 
 
This month we welcomed our new 
Police Community Safety Officer, 
Charlotte Tall. Elaine, Paul and I, along 
with a member from Neighbourhood 
Watch, met up with her to highlight 
some of the issues facing our area. 
She also covers Taylors Farm, Lytchpit 
and Old Basing and has promised to 
come to one of our surgeries in the 
near future. 
 
Speedwatch have been out and about 
in Chineham and will be active over 
the summer period so please watch 
your speed! 
 
With the summer holidays on their way 
and children off school, now is the 
time to remind them to take care 
where they leave their bicycles as 
there have been a few thefts reported. 
Motto for the month  -  Lock it or Loose 
it! 
 
As always please feel free to contact 
me with any issues that you would like 
my help solving. 
 
Joyce Bowyer  
Mobile: 07919990908 
Cllr.joyce.bowyer@basingstoke.gov.uk 
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County and Borough 
Councillor Elaine Still 

I am aware that there have been issues 
with congestion outside of Basingstoke 
HWRC (Waste Recycling Centre) since the 
opening hours were changed. Opening 
hours at all Hampshire sites were changed 
following the outcomes of a county-wide 
public consultation undertaken in Summer 
2014. This should ensure the continued 
provision of the HWRC service at a time of 
severe constraints in the County Council’s 
finances.  
 
County Council officers regularly visit the 
Basingstoke site and are actively looking 
into measures which may help to reduce 
queuing in future. In particular, new 
measures to help keep traders and 
business waste out of the site are planned 
to be implemented in the near future, 
helping to reduce vehicle numbers by 
discouraging these unwanted customers 
from visiting. In the meantime, I can assure 
you that staff at Basingstoke HWRC are 
continuing to work with the public to help 
reduce congestion at the site. 
 
It should be noted that there has been 
particularly high demand to visit HWRC 
sites in recent weeks, a trend that has 
been noticed in other parts of the country, 
as well as at local sites.  The dry Spring 
weather is thought to have influenced this. 
It is unfortunate that this has coincided 
with the change to opening hours, but it is 
anticipated that levels of demand to use 
the site should ease off again in future. 
 
I will be keeping a close eye on the site 
and sending feedback to County Council 
officers.  
 
Elaine Still 
Tel: 01256 880926 
Mobile: 07747862913 
Website elainestill.com 
elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 
cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor  
Paul Miller 

Last Month I mentioned that the 
completion of the Black Dam works has 
been extended to October this year and 
now we have been advised of further 
works timetabled for the Junctions along 
the A33 through Chineham. The start of 
these improvements, that are designed to 
improve current and planned increases in 
traffic flows, are scheduled to begin 
sometime in 2016 starting at the Ring 
Road/A33 junction and completing in 
2018/9. The link to view the works 
programme can be found at http://
documents.hants .gov.uk/transport -
p r o j e c t s / 2 0 1 5 - b a s i n g s t o k e /
A 3 4 0 A l d e r m a s t o n A 3 3 -
A339andA33Popleyjunctionimprovements.
pdf. This will most probably mean that we 
will have to face continued disruption to 
eventually obtain the smoother traffic flow 
promised by the HCC traffic planners. We 
will see. 
 
I am not sure how many households in 
Chineham will be affected by the 
Governments ‘Right to Buy’ initiative but I 
will be addressing this issue with the EPH 
Committee that I Chair at BDBC. I will be 
bringing you more general information on 
this topic as the year progresses. 
 
There is also a review of electoral 
boundaries taking place in England at 
present and I hope to bring you an update 
in the near future. As I understand it, the 
aim is to keep in balance the population 
within County Divisions as far as possible 
to ensure balanced representation as 
chosen by the electorate. 
 

Paul Miller 
Tel: 01256 467400 
Mobile: 07777 659022 
cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  
 



 

 

Motor Neurone Disease 
Did you know that June was Motor 
Neurone Disease awareness month? 
No – then our efforts haven't been as 
successful as we'd have hoped. 
 
Over the last month we've had a bit of 
a push, as part of the awareness 
month, to make ourselves a little more 
visible with events going on through 
the month in Overton, Basingstoke, 
Fleet and Farnborough. We’re a small 
group currently and we stretched 
ourselves a little thin so we didn't 
make it over to Chineham but we'd 
have liked to. 
 
Did you know that Motor Neurone 
Disease (MND) has no cure. It can 
affect any adult at any age but most 
people diagnosed with the disease are 
over the age of 40, with the highest 
incidence occurring between the ages 
of 50 and 70. Five people die every 
day from MND. 
 
We have some occasional volunteers 
who help less than 2 hours a month so 
any one willing to contribute any time 
they have, can get in touch with 
pauline.mndbasingstoke@gmail.com 
or karl.mndbasingstoke@gmail.com or 
through our facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/bdmnd. 
 
Karl Blackmore 
 
 

Rogue Traders/Scammers 
In the July issue of The Chat our 
attention was drawn to rogue traders, 
to be aware of the problem and to be 
vigilant where elderly neighbours are 
concerned. Therefore, an incident 
which happened in Chineham recently 

should be brought to the attention of 
everyone. 
 
A telephone call was received by an 
elderly resident telling her she had 
overpaid on her Council Tax and was 
due for a large refund.  On request she 
gave her Bank details and the caller 
told her they would get in touch with 
her Bank, who subsequently would be 
phoning her back.  Suspecting a scam 
the Council were contacted who 
confirmed that they would never ask 
for details over the phone and would, 
in fact, only send a statement should 
there ever be a discrepancy in 
payments. The Bank were contacted 
but the perpetrator had already been 
in touch trying to draw money from the 
account. Needless to say, the Bank 
acted quickly. The card was withdrawn 
and a new one issued. 
 
So please, be aware, and be alert, not 
only for yourselves but for friends and 
neighbours. This is the only way we will 
beat these fraudsters. 
 
Name withheld 
 
 

Lost Watch 
Has anyone found a ladies Gucci 
watch that I now think dropped from 
my wrist whilst in the play areas/
outdoor gym opposite the skate park 
on Thornhill Way last Wednesday, 24 
June.  
 
If you have please email me at 
jogidley@hotmail.com 
 
 Jo  
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Minister’s message 
I was away leading a retreat recently 
and, as part of each session, to get us 
started, to learn more about each 
other and to introduce the topic for 
that session, we did an icebreaker. In 
one icebreaker people had to 
complete a statement such as 
exercise is, or marmite is.  
 
When I posed the words ‘Love is….’ 
One answer came back Love is never 
having to say you're sorry, which is a 
catchphrase based on a line from the 
Erich Segal novel, and was popularized 
by its 1970 film adaptation Love Story. 
It is a neat line and didn’t create too 
much discussion in the group. 
However, later I was reflecting on it 
and I thought that I didn’t agree with it. 
What do you think? 
 
It seems to me that the idea behind 
the sentence is that in a loving 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  a p o l o g i e s  a r e 
unnecessary but I would suggest that 
saying sorry and being forgiven are at 
the very core of a loving relationship. If 
I’m not prepared to say sorry it may be 
that I am arrogant enough to believe I 
never get anything wrong! If I’m not 
prepared to say sorry it may be that I 
am making the assumption that what I 
have done wrong doesn’t really matter. 
If I’m not prepared to say sorry it may 
be that I am presuming the other 
person will somehow put up with all 
that I get and do wrong. 
 
Do these scenarios speak to you of a 
loving relationship – they don’t to me. 
At the heart of the Christian faith is 
relationship, the relationship between 
God and a person, you or I. That 
relationship the Bible tells us is based 

on us saying sorry to God. 
 
We will only say sorry when we realise 
that we do get things wrong and that 
those things affect not just our 
relationships with people around us 
but with God as well. We will only say 
sorry when we realise that wrong doing 
does matter and that God actually 
hates our wrong doing. We will only say 
sorry when we realise that God, rather 
than putting up with our wrongs, longs 
for us to change and turn away from 
our rejection of him which is the 
greatest thing we get wrong. 
 
God wants to have a relationship with 
us but until we come to him and say 
sorry that is not possible. However, 
when we do all his mercy and loved is 
poured out on us. 
 
The Bible tells us that love is being 
willing to say sorry and not just once 
but over and over again. It is through 
saying sorry we restore and rebuild 
relationships. That will help us in every 
relationship and sorry if you didn’t like 
this. 
 
Ian Bentley 
Minister at Christ Church, Chineham 
 

 

Christ Church Activities 
Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am 
every Sunday – no charge, all 
welcome! Groups for children and 
young people of all ages meet at the 
10.30am service. The 9am service 
tends to be quieter and more 
reflective.  During August we will return 
to our sermon series “How then should 
we live?” to complete our studies on 
the Sermon on the Mount as we listen 
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to what Jesus has to say about how we 
live as his disciples.  Our sermons are 
recorded and are available on our 
website along with the sermon text at 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk    
  
Prayer:  Is there something you would 
like prayer for? Do let us know – 
contact details below. If you would like 
to come and pray at the Church you 
would be most welcome. Our Prayer 
Room is open whenever the building is 
open – you are welcome to drop in to 
sit and pray in silence, or if you would 
like someone to pray with or for you we 
can arrange that. “Come and pray” 
with us – we have prayer meetings 
scheduled as follows:  2 August 7-
8pm, 10 August 8-9pm, 16 August 7-
8pm, 24 August 8-9pm. Everyone is 
welcome to join us as we pray for our 
church, our community and our 
world. You do not have to pray out loud 
and prayers are led.    
  
Coffee and Co: Our Monday morning 
c a f é  w i l l  r e - o p e n  i n  
September.  However, if you would like 
to pop in to say “hello”, have a chat 
and a cuppa you would be most 
welcome! (No cake though…!). The 
church office is now open from 
Monday to Friday:  Ruth and Gill look 
forward to seeing you.   
  
Afternoon Tea: The Luncheon Club 
team will be serving “Tea at 3” on 
Tuesday 18 August. Tickets cost £3.50 
per person and must be booked in 
advance. There is no Luncheon Club in 
August; the next one will be on 29 
September.   
  
CCBBies: The group is taking a break 
over the summer and will return in 

September.  However, if you have little 
ones and would like to come and play 
in the crèche with them while the 
building is open you would be most 
welcome.   
  
Messy Church: Our next Messy Church 
will be on 7 September and we look 
forward to seeing you then! 
  
Kids’ Club:  Our next Kids’ Club will be 
in September – watch out for details! 
  
Thank God It’s Friday (TGIF) Youth 
Club:  The Club is taking a break over 
the summer and will return in 
September. 
  
4Men: We are planning a “Sunday 
Supper Club” on Sunday 9 August.  All 
men welcome – you do need to sign 
up so let us know if you would like to 
join us for fun, food and lots of 
b a n t e r !  S e e  h t t p : / /
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk/
content/4men-sunday-supper-club for 
details. 
  
Charity collections: We continue to 
collect stamps (new and used), ink 
cartridges, postcards, spectacles, 
socks, tools, bedding, tins and packets 
of food, and tops from supermarket 
milk bottles for various charities.  We 
can find a home for most things so if 
you have anything you would like to 
pass on do contact us!  Unfortunately 
we are no longer able to collect empty 
baby wipe packets; if you hear of 
another outlet do let us know! 
  
Room hire: Rooms are available to hire 
either on a one-off or regular 
basis.  Contact us for details or look on 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk    
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Prices start at £7.75 per hour 
(Community Rate) which includes use 
of the kitchen/snack bar where tea, 
coffee, sugar and squash are 
provided.   
  
Further information: If you would like 
to know anything about the life and 
activities of Christ Church please 
contact Ruth, our Administrator on 
0 1 2 5 6  4 7 4 2 8 0  o r 
admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk 
or www.christchurchchineham.org.uk 
or drop in when the office is open (now 
Fridays as well as Monday to 
Thursday!). You can also find out 
information about Christ Church on 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk , or 
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
christchurchchineham and follow us 
on Twitter @ccChineham. 
 
Ruth Randall  
  
 

Christmas Tree Festival 
This year we are once again hoping to 
fill our Church building with decorated 
Christmas Trees on 5 and 6 December 
for our fourth Christmas Tree Festival 
at Christ Church, Chineham. We know 
it seems early to be contacting you, 
but we wanted to let you know about 
the event before the Summer Holidays 
so that hopefully you can schedule this 
into your calendar for later in the year. 
  
The plan is to have trees decorated by 
a range of groups from the local 
community and church that reflect the 
diversity of activities that go on in the 
local area. This year our theme will be 
‘What does Christmas mean to me?’ 
This might be different for everyone in 
your group, for example, perhaps it will 

make you think about childhood 
memories of Christmas, what you eat 
at this time of year, how you spend 
your time or the Christmas Story.   
  
As usual there will be homemade 
refreshments and activities throughout 
the weekend and we will be asking 
visitors to vote for their favourite 
Christmas trees. This year we are also 
going to have a competition running 
alongside the Christmas Tree Festival 
where individuals or groups will be 
invited to write or produce a creative 
piece of work on our theme ‘What 
does Christmas means to me?’ We 
hope that this will be inspiring and add 
another dimension to our Christmas 
Tree Festival. This could be a story, 
poem, photo, painting or other craft 
project. Get your thinking caps on! 
  
As a member of a local group, we will 
be writing to you later in the year to 
invite you to stage a Christmas Tree 
and get involved in our other 
competition. There is no charge for 
either. You can also bring some 
leaflets to promote the activities of 
your group. We really hope that you will 
want to get involved. 
  
If you have any questions please do 
not hesitate to contact me by email 
amanda.hedgecoc1@btinternet.com or 
telephone 01256 843408.  
  
Amanda Hedgecock 
 
 

Did You Know 
If you were to remove all of the empty 
space from the atoms that make up 
every human on earth, the entire world 
population could fit into an apple. 
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Fused Glass Studio Open 
Hampshire Open Studios is a scheme 
encouraging local artists throughout 
Hampshire to open their studios and 
homes to showcase their work, some 
of which hopefully you will buy as well 
as admire – giving an ideal opportunity 
to acquire an original piece. For more 
information and to find artists visit 
www.hampshireopenstudios.org.uk 
  
Aileen Mayers is a local fused glass 
artist who will once again be opening 
her studio in Old Basing under the 
scheme and you would be very 
welcome to visit and browse her 
colourful fused glass artwork including 
glass pictures and hangings, glass 
homewares including dishes and 
coasters, and dichroic glass jewellery.  
  
The Glass Studio is at 8 Almond Close, 
Old Basing, Basingstoke, RG24 7DW 
and is open every day from 22 to 31 
August, 11.00am to 5.00pm Other 
times by appointment – phone 01256 
476732.  
  
F o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  g o  t o : 
www.aileenmayers.co.uk  
 
Aileen Myers 
 
 

Companion Dog Show 
Basingstopke & District Dog Training 
Club are holding a Companion Dog 
Show is on Saturday 2 August at War 
Memorial Park, Basingstoke. 
 
There are numerous competitions in 
the Pedigree, Obedience and Novelty 
classes.  Entries taken from 11.30am, 
with judging starting at 1pm. All 
classes cost £2.50 

It’s a fun day out for all those who love 
dogs and for owners and dogs alike—a 
true family and community event and 
a great opportunity to raise some 
funds for two local charities, The Ollie 
Young Foundation and Southern 
Lurcher Rescue. 
 
If you have any queries or would like 
more information please contact Kath 
Gorick on 07949 196156 or look at 
www.basingstokedogtraining.co.uk, or 
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
BasingstokedogtrainingFunDogShow2
015  
 
Karen Hare 
 
 

Fun for Children 
RCS are running a number of events in 
conjunction with Basingstoke Borough 
Council. 
 
Get Creative/Active: Suitable for ages 
5—11 years. The nearest ones to us 
are in Sherfield Park Community 
Centre Monday 10 August to Friday 14 
August and Lychpit Community Hall 
from Monday 17 August to Friday 21 
August. Details are available from 
enquiries.rcs123@gmail.com or 
07834 582957. 
 
Play Day: This is in Eastrop Park on 
Wednesday 5 August from 11am to 
4pm. Inflatables, pond dipping, sports, 
go-karts, giant games, craft activities 
and lots more. Details from 844844 or 
community.development@basingstoke
.gov.uk or Basingstoke.gov.uk/
playday. 
 
Kirsty 
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Barn Dance 
Basingstoke Lions Club is holding a 
Barn Dance at 7 for 7.30pm on 
Saturday 15 August at the British 
Legion Club in Crown Lane, Old Basing, 
as part of their annual programme of 
fundraising for local charities as well 
as international disasters. 
 
Once again the featured band will be 
‘Pitchfork’, one of the South of 
England's most popular Barn Dance & 
Ceilidh bands. Their music is excellent 
and their instructions clear and easy to 
follow – although knowing your right 
foot from your left will help and 
perhaps lessen any potential hysteria, 
much in evidence last year!    
 
If you like to have a good time and 
support good causes, this is one way 
to do it. Bring your own picnic or 
snacks if you feel you might get 
peckish – British Legion will operate a 
cash bar. Try your luck in the raffle   –   
and your feet in the do-si-do! 
 
Tickets at £12 are available from Ann 
Vicars  at av@mypostoffice.co.uk or 
telephone 07808 574809 or from 
D i a n n e  H o p k i n s  a t   
dianne.hopkins27@btinternet.com. 
 
Ann Vicars 
 
 

Allotment & Garden 
Society 

Old Basing Allotment & Garden Society 
shop in Riley Lane old basing (opp 
Bolton Arms pub) will be open 9 & 23 
August,1030 to noon. 
  
Tony Stoney 

Specialist Plant & Gift Fair 
A Great Autumn Specialist Plant and 
Gift Fair (Including Chelsea Gold 
Medalists) is being held on Sunday 13 
September, 10.00a.m. to 4.00pm, at 
Longs tock  Park  Nursery ,  Nr 
Stockbridge SO20 6EH. Admission 
Adults £5 Employees of the John Lewis 
Partnership £2.00. Children under 16 
Free 
 
Generously sponsored by the John 
Lewis Partnership, the event is in aid 
of The North Hampshire Medical Fund. 
 
Other attractions include Children’s 
Entertainment, Live Music – Squinty 
McGinty’s Band, Hog Roast, Beer Tent 
and Ice Cream. 
 
Fiona Patterson  
 
 

Summer Fun Day 
Spotlight UK is holding a Summer Fun 
Day on Saturday 8 August, 10am—
4pm at the Spotlight Centre, Popley 
RG24 9BP. 
 
All day wristbands give unlimited use 
of bouncy castles, giant slide, bungee 
run, rodeo bull, zorbs and more. 
 
Tickets are available from the centre 
or admin@spotlightuk.org or 325420. 
 
Michaela Riley 
 
 

Did You Know 
The three wealthiest families in the 
world have more assets than the 
combined wealth of the forty-eight 
poorest nations. 
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Nature Notes 
The last fledgling has gone-it was the 
Blackcap from next door and it was 
taking short flights across my garden 
encouraged by its mother, until with a 
final brave leap it was away. I hope it 
returns next year to build alongside its 
parents. 
 
It was amusing to see a Mallard drake 
sitting on a patch of grass by the 
turning into Tesco. It seemed to have 
found a comfortable spot for an 
afternoon of car-watching ! 
 
Did you hear the Cuckoo? I wasn't sure 
if it was in Long Copse or the trees on 
Reading Road.  I haven’t heard one for 
a few years and it is such a country 
sound. Evidently the parent Cuckoo 
surveys a number of nests before 
laying her egg in the most suitable. 
Perhaps there were two, or she was 
checking the area. I feel so sorry for 
the foster parents spending five weeks 
feeding the monster “offspring". The 
Cuckoo was still calling in mid-June, 
before it whistled a tune. It will fly away 
in July and spend the Winter in Africa. 
The youngster will fly alone to that 
destination in September using inborn 
navigation skills. Incredible.  
 
More babies leaving home were 
spotted by my front door. These were 
tiny spiders drifting down from the nest 
on strands of silk and then being 
carried by the wind. I have seen this on 
a number of occasions, but each time 
it is magical. 
 
Some strange creatures appeared 
when I was moving garden chairs, 
which gave me a shock, as they looked 
like the dreaded Colorado Beetle 

(Potato destroyer), whose face 
adorned warning posters on the walls 
at my first school. After my initial 
reaction, I noticed that there were 
about eight dead wasps in a heap. 
They had possibly flown in there to die 
as only the queen survives the winter. 
The bodies were fragile but I managed 
to collect two for inspection. With my 
trusty x10 magnifying glass I saw that 
the thorax had the stripes which had 
alarmed me, while the abdomen was 
like a normal wasp. Another question 
for the Hampshire specialists. 
 
One beetle that wasn’t unknown was 
the Lily Beetle. i had two Lilies that I 
wanted to grow this year. However this 
beautiful red devil has demolished the 
flower of one so, despite the efforts of 
nine beetles, I was determined to see 
the remaining flower. At the end of a 
session of capturing each beast as it 
crawled ever closer to the prize, I 
smothered the bud and leaves with 
thick hand cream. Just as the petals 
were almost open, I went out to 
discover the tenth had crawled up and 
taken a bite out of the bud before 
succumbing to a surfeit of grease. The 
lily opened yesterday and is a 
Madonna, which looks good, if you 
ignore the bite out of a petal and all 
the leaves tattered and white. 
 
Robert Dines has kindly kept me in 
touch with the Blue Tits in his garden, 
so many thanks and I shall reply to 
your question later. 
 
Two hedgehogs are still frequent 
visitors, who must sometimes find the 
odd juicy slug in the bowl of cat food. 
 
As it is coming up to the time when  



 

 

wasps no longer have any nutrition in 
the nest and start worrying people for 
sweet food, I have discovered that a 
jar of jam left in the tree at the bottom 
of the garden keeps them away from 
us.     
 
Have a fine holiday with sun and a 
little rain for the garden. Please keep 
your sightings coming to 479562  or 
ginny.wright2@btinternet.com  
 
Ginny Wright 
 
 
Volunteering Opportunities 
Age Concern Hampshire has existed 
for 30 years to promote the general 
well being of the over 55’s in 
Hampshire. Many of our services 
would not exist without our dedicated 
team of volunteers. 
 
We offer a range of services in and 
around Basingstoke including Social 
Groups, Footcare Service, Exercise & 
Yoga  C lasse s ,  Week l y  Ca fé , 
Information & Advice and Computer 
Learning. 
We are currently recruiting to expand 
our team. Whether you can offer help 
once a month or once a week, we 
would love to hear from you.  We have 
opportunities in our social groups, 
reception duties and at our weekly 
café. 
 
If you would like more information, 
please call Jenny at the Basingstoke 
off ice on 01256 423874 or 
alternatively e-mail jenny.faulkner-
quick@ageconcernhampshire.org.uk 
 
Jenny Faulkner-Quick 

 

Home Visit Volunteers 
Needed 

Home-Start North West Hampshire has 
worked in Basingstoke & Deane for 9 
years and offers support to families 
who have at least one child under five 
years of age.  
 
Home-Start believes that children need 
a happy and secure childhood and that 
parents play the key role in giving their 
children a good start in life and helping 
them achieve their full potential. To 
Home-Start every family is special and 
we respond to each family’s needs 
through a combination of home-visiting 
support, group work and specialised 
parenting courses. The one-to-one 
relationship which develops between a 
volunteer and a parent means our 
support can be exactly tailored to the 
needs of each family we visit. 
Vulnerable children need our support 
– and every one of them is as unique 
and fragile as a snowflake 
 
Home-visiting volunteers support 
families for a couple of hours each 
week. 
 
We need volunteers to visit local 
families, who for many reasons, are 
struggling to cope with the demands 
on them. Volunteers will undergo an 
eight week preparation course. Our 
next Volunteer Preparation Course will 
run on Wednesdays from 7 October - 
25 November (9.30am - 2.30pm). 
  
If you are interested or need further 
information please contact us on 
0 1 2 5 6  4 0 5 9 8 8  o r  
homestart.nwhants@live.co.uk 
 
Jane Beckwith 
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Four Lanes Community 
Centre 

Get my Digital SLR onto Manual: 
An introduction to Digital SLR/Bridge 
Camera photography. This 5 week 
course assumes zero knowledge and 
covers manual exposure control, 
aperture control, and depth of field, 
shutter control, composition and much 
more! DSLR/Bridge camera required. 
Practical tasks are set each week, 
designed to reinforce the classroom 
theory. Starts Tuesday 22 September,  
7.00pm to 9.00pm. Cost £55.00 
 
Happy Hands & Dancing Feet: 
For mums/dads, babies and pre-
school children. Life with young 
children can be exciting, exhausting, 
rewarding, challenging, joyful and 
daunting. Come and join us and have 
fun. There will be a range of activities 
including indoor and outdoor toys, arts 
and crafts, stories and rhymes, drinks 
and biscuits.  All based in a safe and 
welcoming environment. Wednesdays - 
9.30am to 11.00am on going. Cost 
£12.00 for 6 weeks or £2.50 per week 
on a drop-in basis. Please contact us 
to register your interest. 
 
Zumba:  
Zumba is a popular fitness programme 
inspired by Latin dance. Zumba means 
to move fast and have fun and is easy 
to learn.  It’s the best way to lose 
weight while enjoying high energy and 
motivating dance moves alongside 
fantastic dance music. Mondays – 
7 . 3 0 p m  t o  8 . 3 0 p m  a n d             
Tuesdays – 6.30pm to 7.30pm. Cost  
£6.00 pay as you go. Contact Rina 
Mistry 07971553658. 
 
 

Linguatastic: 
Languages with Linguatastic include 
French and Spanish before school 
clubs, Italian for Adults, Spanish for 
Adults, French for Adults and French 
for Secondary School pupils. For 
further information please email 
info@linguatastic.com or phone 
811100. 
 
Hatha Yoga: (Community Room) 
Suitable for all levels, no experience 
required. Started Tuesday 7 July  
6.30pm to 7.15pm. Cost 6 Weeks 
£30.00 or £6.00 per week. Contact 
Kati on 07450 226719 or email 
pumpkinyogini@gmail.com. 
 
GOL: (Football) 
Time Mondays at the Junior School 
3 . 4 0 p m  t o  4 . 4 0 p m  a n d             
Tuesdays at the Infant School 3.40pm 
to 4.40pm. Contact Doreen at GOL on 
01256 381652. 
 
Holiday Play Scheme:  
October Half Term. The Holiday Play 
Scheme is a great idea to keep your 
children entertained during the school 
holidays. Open to full time infant and 
junior school children aged from 4 to 
11 years. The Holiday Play Scheme 
provides a fabulous day of activities 
supervised by our friendly and 
professional team to keep the children 
amused with arts and crafts, sports, 
games and fun food. We have 2 
options for sessions times: 
Session A 8.30am to 4.00pm – price 
£14.75 
Session B 8.30am to 5.30pm – price 
£18.00 
 
Telephone us on 810499 or look at 
www.fourlanescentre.com. 
 
Virginia Wyatt 
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Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre 

To book a place, you can order online 
from https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/
home.php, or visit Basingstoke 
Discovery Centre in Festival Place, or 
call 01256 478670. Advance booking 
is strongly recommended. To find out 
more about Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre and Hampshire Libraries visit 
www.hants.gov.uk/bsdc or http://
www3.hants.gov.uk/library/bsdc.htm 
or https://twitter.com/BasingstokeDC 
or  ht tps://www.facebook.com/
BasingstokeDC 
 
Be confident and safe around dogs: A 
workshop for children aged 5-11 
years. Tuesday 4 August, 2pm. £1 
(Adults free) 
  
Char l ie ’s  Storyte l l ing Part ies: 
Wednesday 5 August, 10am and 
11.15am. £3. Ages 2+ (Adults free). 
The Day the Crayons Quit 
  
Second Chance Cinema Club: 
Thursday 6 August, 1pm & 3:30pm. 
Free. 
 
Friday Craft Activities: Friday 7 August, 
10am – 12noon & 2pm – 4pm. Free. 
Ages 4+ 
 
Saturday Activities for Children: 
Children’s Film. Saturday 8 August, 
10am. Free. 
 
Char l ie ’s  Storyte l l ing Part ies: 
Wednesday 12 August, 10am and 
11.15am. £3. Ages 2+ (Adults free). 
The Snail and the Whale 
   
Friday Craft Activities: Friday 14 
August, 10am – 12noon & 2pm – 

4pm. Free. Ages 4+ 
 
Face Paints & Balloon Models: 
Saturday 15 August, 1pm – 3pm. Free. 
 
Second Chance Cinema Club: 
Thursday 20 August, 1pm & 3:30pm. 
Free. 
 
Friday Craft Activities: Friday 21 
August, 10am – 12noon & 2pm – 
4pm. Free. Ages 4+ 
  
Lush Bubble bath: Friday 21 August, 
2pm. £5. Ages 8 to Adult. 
  
Saturday Activities for Children: 
Children’s Craft. Saturday 22 August, 
10am – 12noon. Free. 
  
The Colours & Textures of Central 
Australia: Thursday 27 August, 2pm. 
£3. 
  
Friday Craft Activities: Friday 28 
August, 10am – 12noon & 2pm – 
4pm. Free. Ages 4+ 
 
Phil Jarvis 
 
 

General Meeting 
RBL Women's Section will hold their 
General Meeting on 27 August at 
7.30pm in the Jack Morris Hall, Royal 
British Legion, Crown Lane, Old 
Basing. 
 
This will be followed by Bingo and a 
Competition (unusual button). Why not 
bring a friend—all welcome. 
 
Sue Wilson  
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My Dog Dresses In Yellow 
My dog wears yellow because he 
needs a bit of space when he is out 
and about. My dog loves life and 
people but sadly is scared of other 
dogs. After an unfortunate scuffle with 
another dog when he was a pup he 
has decided that every dog he meets 
since that encounter must surely be 
out to cause trouble for him.  Dogs in 
general frighten him, he truly is 
terrified.  We have taken him to three 
different dog behaviorists, we have 
taken him to classes where he has 
been exposed to other dogs in a 
controlled and safe environment, we 
have taken him on special walks with 
lots of other dogs who feel the same 
way he does and have done many 
hours of training with him. Although 
there has been some small 
improvement my dog is a stubborn 
little chap and it turns out that no 
matter what we say or do he is 
reluctant to change his opinion that all 
dogs are out to get him. 
  
So we have come to accept that he is 
the way he is and all we can do is 
make sure he feels safe and happy on 
his walks and does not feel under any 
kind of threat at all.  If we see another 
dog we will endeavour to change 
direction, cross the road, do anything 
we can to avoid it so he does not have 
to  meet  the  dog  head  on 
although sometimes that is not always 
possible. We keep him on a lead at all 
times so he cannot run away if he 
s p i e s  a n o t h e r  d o g  i n  t h e 
distance.  And, we dress him in yellow 
– at the moment he has a very smart 
lead cover that covers about half the 
length of his lead in bright yellow with 
big black letters saying ‘I need space’.   

 The Yellow Dog Project was created to 
help dogs like mine, dogs who need 
space because they have had a bad 
experience with another dog, it is also 
to help dogs whilst in training, 
recovering from surgery, if they are old 
and arthritic, in season, nervous or 
shy, the list goes on. The Yellow 
Project is a fabulous idea if your dog 
has issues and you want to warn 
oncoming dog owners.  As well as lead 
covers you can also purchase 
bandannas, vests, ribbons and yellow 
leads from various sites on the 
internet. The problem we have found 
is that unless you have a problem dog 
you are unlikely to be aware what the 
yellow means. We are regularly 
approached by people with their dogs 
because they want to know what the 
yellow is for. By which time my dog has 
gone into meltdown because a scary 
dog is approaching him. 
  
If you see a dog sporting anything 
yellow about his person or lead, 
please try and be considerate and give 
the pooch some space.  He or she is 
wearing yellow because their owner is 
trying to convey their dog has some 
kind of issue.  If your dog is running 
free off its lead and you see yellow 
approaching, please try and call your 
dog back. Calling ahead that ‘It’s okay, 
my dog is fine with other dogs’ is really 
not very helpful.  Your dog may well be 
fine with other dogs, mine is not.  
  
When you see a dog wearing yellow, 
please bear in mind this is a dog that 
needs its space. 
  
Kendal Glenridding 
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