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March 2016 
Once again, it is a pleasure to see the letters and new articles packing the inbox. 

Whatever your taste, it seems there is plenty to get involved with in Chineham and 

the surrounding areas—from craft to environmentalist themes, social, spiritual and 

physical activities and clubs for too many interests to count. It’s also a time that 

many groups seem to be settling their plans and activities for the year ahead—so 

why not join in with something in which you have always had an interest?    

 

Spring seems to be in the air everywhere, with flowers, blossoms and buds wherever 

you look. The weather has not quite caught up yet, but to be optimistic perhaps 

sunshine is just around the corner. Either the anticipation of spring—or perhaps the 

calls for positivity in the previous issues of the Chat—certainly seem to have caught 

people’s moods this month, and we have some lovely letters expressing 

appreciation for different aspects of living here. I know I love it for the beautiful 

green areas, the facilities and the community spirit. Hopefully you all feel the same. 

If not, perhaps starting a new hobby and joining a new group could help? 

 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 
 

Entertainment events for March are as 

follows:- 

 

Monday 7: Bingo in the lounge bar at 

20.00 

Thursday 17: Senior citizens’ bingo 

and lunch in the lounge bar at 13.30 

Saturday 26: Family night disco and 

entertainment in the lounge bar at 

19.00 

Sunday 27: Easter Sunday. We have 

surprises in store for any children who 

come into the club today. 

 

Finally, we are still offering annual 

membership for as little as £10 so why 

not pop in and see what the club has 

to offer. 

 

John Prince 

 

Chineham Village Hall 
 

We have recently had some changes 

to the timetable of regulars in the 

halls, with Slimming World now holding 

four sessions in the main hall every 

Thursday and Little Pumas now in the 

Community Rooms. We also have new 

dancing classes in the halls with David 

Smith Dance. An updated timetable of 

regular events and contact details is 

shown below. 

 

Main Hall: 

Monday: Gym Minis 9.30–11.30 am, 

Shelley Kerr 07769 916299. Pilates 12-

1pm, Pam Steele 07841 665343. Tea 

Dance 2-4pm, David Smith Dance 07791 

749163 david@davidsmithdance.com. 

3rd Chineham Brownies 5.30–6.55pm. 

1st Chineham Guides 7–9pm. 

 

Tuesday: Aerobics 7.30-8.30pm, 

Tracey Kavanagh 07707 681070 

 

Wednesday: Bopping Babies 10-

11.15am, Polly Thatcher 07757 

5938400. Lynden School of Dance 

3.45–6pm, Debbie Palmer 07717 

803080. Weight Watchers, 6.45-

8.15pm. Zumba 8.30-9.30pm, Rina 

Mistry 07971 553658. 

 

Thursday: Slimming World 9.30am, 

11.30am, 5.30pm and 7.30pm, Faith 

Howard 07966 933994  

 

Friday: Lynden School of Dance 3.45-

6pm, Debbie Palmer 07717 803080. 

Ballroom, Latin and Sequence dancing 

with David Smith Dance 7.30pm – 

9.30pm, 07791 749163. 

 

Sunday: Karate 6.30-8pm, Sam 

Mansfield 07919 338556. 

 

(Caterpillar Music will be returning to 

the main hall in June 2016) 

 

Community Rooms: 

Monday: 1st Chineham Rainbow 

Guides, 5.30-6.30pm. Craft Circle 

1st/3rd Mondays of the month 7.30-

10pm, Janice Hens 01256 352257. 

 

Thursday: Little Pumas 4-6pm, Kate 

Scorse 07887 993207. 

 

If you are looking for a venue for a 

party or to hold a regular class, 

please contact our booking line on 

07935 328172, send an email to 

chinehamvillagehall@gmail.com or 

complete an enquiry form and 

c h e c k  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a t 

www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk.  
 

Lynne Hughes 

2 



 

 

Chineham Library 
 

It’s lovely to be enjoying longer hours 

of daylight again, and to be able to 

look forward to more of this when the 

clocks go forward this month. Also this 

month we have the celebrations of 

Mother’s Day and Easter to look 

forward to. The celebrations for 

National Libraries Day were very 

successful, with pleasing numbers 

visiting the library that day, and 

supporting the children’s activities and 

adult’s lucky dip. 

 

Our Saturday craft sessions continue 

on the first Saturday of each month, 

with the next dates being the 5th 

March and the 2nd April. As the 5th 

March session precedes Mother’s Day 

the crafts will relate to that, so 

perhaps dads/grandparents may want 

to bring the children! These sessions 

are aimed at children of primary 

school age and run from 10am- 12pm. 

Our preschool storytimes take place on 

all the other Saturdays of the month 

from 10 – 10.30am. The session on 

the 26th March will have an Easter 

theme. Reminders about all these will 

appear on social media and in the 

library nearer the time. 

 

A new development at the library this 

month is the start of the adult 

colouring activity called the ‘Colour 

and Create Club’. This commences on 

the 2nd March and will then take 

place fortnightly. The times are 2pm – 

4pm. It is free to attend, and all the 

materials are provided free of charge. 

Do come and give this a try. 

 

Regular adult groups also meeting this 

month are the Crime Reading Group 

and the CHIPPS reading group for 

parents and young children. The Crime 

Group will meet on 12th March from 

10.30 – 11.30am, and CHIPPS on 9th 

March from 10 – 11am. The card 

making group will meet fortnightly on 

the 10th and 24th of the month. All 

these groups welcome new faces, and 

further information is available from 

library staff. Age Concern are still 

holding their regular computer 

sessions for the Over 50s on 

Wednesdays between 10am and 

12pm. For availability please contact 

the local office on 01256 423874. 

 

On behalf of the whole team at 

Chineham Library I would like to wish 

you a Happy Easter. 

 

Cathy Foster 

 

 

RBL Women’s Section 
 

The Royal British Legion Women's 

Section will be commencing our fund 

raising activities by having a Cake Sale 

for the Poppy Appeal on the 23rd April. 

This will be followed on the 2nd July by 

a Trash and Treasure Sale, and our 

Christmas Bazaar will be on the 26th 

November, all of which we hope you 

will support. All these activities are 

held in the Jack Morris Hall in the 

Royal British Legion, Crown Lane, Old 

Basing.  

 

New members are always welcome, 

our programme is varied and our fund 

raising fun and a great way to meet 

new people. We meet on the 4th 

Thursday of each month. 

 

Sue Wilson  
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Chineham WI 
The New Year started with a talk from 

Simon Williams, a retired policeman, 

about Cons and Conmen of the past and 

present. Simon's talk was both 

enlightening and entertaining and 

concluded with Simon answering 

questions from the members. In January 

the members began sewing together the 

squares from the handmade Christmas 

tree and the blankets will be completed 

during February. The squares were 

sufficient to make two large single 

blankets to be handed over to May Place 

hostel for the homeless at our February 

meeting. Many of the members enjoyed 

an evening at Giraffe in Basingstoke for 

a social get together and dinner. The WI 

Lunch Club remains very popular too. WI 

Scrabble players continue to meet on a 

monthly basis. We were also pleased to 

field a team for the Mayor's Quiz at BCOT 

early in February in support of the 

Mayor's charities. We also hope to enter 

at least one team for the Hampshire 

Federation WI quiz competition later in 

the year. 

 

If you would like to join in the fun, please 

come along to any of our regular monthly 

meetings at Christ Church, Reading 

Road, Chineham at 7:30 pm, where you 

will be welcomed by a lively group of 

local ladies. We offer a varied program 

including intellectual topics, craft 

demonstrations and social events. Our 

upcoming meetings include:  

 

21 March: Ikebana– Japanese floristry 

25 April: Games Night - Uno Challenge 

23 May: AGM and committee election 

 

We look forward to meeting you. 

 

Pam Malcolm, Chineham WI 

Chat distributors needed 

Could you spare an hour towards the 

end of each month to be an Area 

Distributor for the Chat? Our distributor 

for area 5 (around Mattock Way) is 

retiring after years of dedicated help. 

The role involves delivering bags of 

Chats to the homes of our 7 road 

distributors for that area. The correct 

numbers of Chats are first delivered to 

you in 2 boxes with an instruction sheet. 

  

Do you live in or near Birchwood, 

Richard’s Fields or Achilles Close? We are 

looking for 3 replacement road 

distributors. We need someone to deliver 

26 copies of the Chat to the houses in 

Birchwood, which takes around 15 min 

per month, someone to deliver 52 copies 

to half of the houses in Richard’s Fields, 

at around 30 min per month and 

someone to deliver 37 copies to Achilles 

Close at around 20 min per month.  

 

Please join our wonderful team of 

volunteers to keep the Chat in circulation! 

 

Laura Romney  01256 817893 

distribution@chinehamchat.com  

 

Chat photographer needed 
Are you a keen photographer or 

artist with a love of Chineham? We 

are looking for a new cover artist 

for the Chineham Chat.  

 

We need a monthly picture for 

inclusion on the cover, which can 

be a photo or drawing. Pictures are 

black and white, and you will of 

course receive credit! If interested, 

please contact the Editor.  

 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

editor@chinehamchat.com 
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Greening Campaign 
Some time ago there was a strong 

response in the Chat to negative letters 

about living in Chineham, pointing 

out all the great things of this 

neighbourhood. There has been 

no response so far to my request 

for help in supporting the 

Basingstoke Green Week later in 

the year. This made me think 

about the great green things of 

our neighbourhood.   

 

For a start, the planners ensured 

we still have many areas of grass and 

trees to say nothing of the brook; we can 

read about a variety of wild life activities 

each month in Ginny Wright's Nature 

Notes. We also read about life on the 

allotments and the hard work undertaken 

by the local conservation group. Walking 

around Chineham it is possible to see 

groups of people, young and old, on a litter

-pick or planting spring bulbs. The school 

and church both have compost bins in 

regular use as do many householders. 

 

The controversial Chineham chimney helps 

reduce landfill and it is possible to recycle 

more and more within Chineham: for 

example packaging, batteries, small 

electrical items, filters, ink cartridges, glass, 

silver paper, stamps, spectacles, bedding, 

supermarket milk bottle tops and plastics. 

It is noticeable that the number of cyclists 

has increased, more hybrid cars are being 

driven and solar panels are springing up all 

over the place.  Clearly we try publicly to 

care for our local environment throughout 

the whole year. There are probably other 

things going on, maybe to reduce food 

waste or conserve energy. It would be 

interesting to hear about them. 

 

Jean Wilde 

Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 
The speaker at the February 

meeting was Mervyn Annetts 

from Mervyn’s Coaches. He gave 

an interesting and amusing 

presentation in which he went 

through the history of 

stagecoaches from their 

beginnings in the early 17th 

century, through the 18th 

century when Mail coaches 

started operating through to the 

end of the 19th century when 

railways became the predominant means 

of transport for long distances. The first 

motor coaches at the beginning of the 

20th century were often very rudimentary 

affairs and it was not until 1930 that 

regulations were introduced to ensure 

their safety.  He then gave an account of 

his own connection with transport when 

he started as an apprentice with 

Thorneycroft in the 1950’s, becoming a 

coach driver and then a partner with 

Porters Coaches until starting Mervyn’s 

Coaches in 1982. Originally starting with 

Bedfords but now using Volvos he gave 

examples of the work they undertook and 

the films and TV series that his vintage 

vehicles had been used in. 

 

The group meets on the first 

Wednesday of each month at 

Brookvale Village Hall from 10 am – 

12 noon and all retired Civil Servants 

and their partners are welcome. The 

programme of speakers and trips for 

this year is now available and can be 

obtained from the Secretary Tony 

Brazier on 01256 418770 or at 

bjmapbr@ntlworld.com. 

 

David Cowling 
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Abacus Nursery appeal 
 

Abacus Nursery is a nursery based in 

Chineham caring for children aged 2 to 5 

years in a caring and supportive 

environment since 1997. Our goal is to 

provide a stimulating learning environment 

to help our children to develop and grow. In 

2014 Hampshire County Council 

approached us about extending our 

services so that we could meet the needs 

of deprived two year olds residing in 

Chineham. The proposal was to build an 

extension to the current building and 

provide a secure outside play area which 

could be used by the nursery and the 

community using the scout hut thereafter. 

This would allow us to provide extra places 

to accommodate two year olds as well 

creating additional employment 

opportunities for nursery nurses. A grant 

was provided by Hampshire County Council 

to carry out the work. 

 

Working with local councillors and with 

the support of the community, planning 

permission was granted in January 2015 

and a builder was chosen from the 

preferred list of contractors issued by 

HCC. Work commenced and the shell of 

the building was completed in October 

2015. Unfortunately just after the final 

stage payment was made to complete 

the fit out and construct the play area, 

the builder went into liquidation leaving 

us with no funding to complete the work.   

 

The staff, parents and local community have 

been hugely supportive and rallied to 

complete the fit out leaving just the outside 

play area to be finished, the cost of which is in 

the region of £10,000. We contacted HCC to 

explore the possibility of additional funds but 

unfortunately all capital grants have been 

allocated leaving us unable to complete the 

work.  

We feel that it is fundamental for children to 

have access to an outside play area, 

enabling them to develop, grow and flow 

freely between different environments . It is 

therefore important that this work is 

completed. Is there any way you could help 

towards the funding of our play area through 

either a grant or sponsorship in some way 

and in doing so help provide a much needed 

facility within the Chineham community? 

 

Should you have any questions I can be 

contacted on 01256 320290 or at 

jo@abacusnurseryschool.co.uk 

 

Jo Robson 
 

 

Neighbourhood Watch  
 

Calling residents of Cibbons Road, 

Sorrell’s Close and Nursery Close! 

Ch in eham & She r f i e ld  Pa rk 

Neighbourhood Watch is looking for 

volunteers willing to help set up NHW 

schemes in these three roads. Existing 

coordinators and PCSO Nicole 

Wheatley are happy to help you set up 

your new scheme. Running a scheme 

is mainly just forwarding Bcc emails to 

your residents. Meetings in the Village 

Hall are entirely voluntary and 

attended by very few coordinators. 

Please help our police to tackle crime 

in these difficult times by setting up a 

NHW scheme that raises awareness of 

local issues and enables effective, 

speedy, two-way communication. 

 

Check out our new Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/Neighbourhood 

WatchChinehamSherfieldPark 

 

Laura Romney  01256 817893 

chinehamnhw@bdnw.org.uk  

 



 

 

 

Old Basing Bowling Club 
The summer season for lawn bowling runs 

from mid-April through to mid-September. 

The club was started in 1948 and so has 

been integral in the sporting activities in the 

village and surrounding area for the past 68 

years. You can find us at the Old Basing 

Recreation ground near the Parish Council 

Offices. 
 

Lawn bowls is a competitive game as well 

as a social one. We offer two types of 

membership, full and social. A full 

membership allows you to bowl and take 

part in a full calendar of competition, 

friendly and league matches. A social 

membership gives you access to our club 

house, inclusive of the licenced bar. 
 

Don’t miss your chance to try lawn green 

bowling or just come along and watch. We 

have 2 Open Days planned Saturday 16th 

April and Sunday 24th April between 

10:30am and 2:30pm on both dates. Our 

qualified coaches will be on hand to help 

get you started. If you want to have a go, 

then bring some flat-smooth-soled shoes 

along with you and we will provide the rest. 
 

John Fountaine 

Club President and Coach 
 

Great Binfields School 
Do you have any free time in the 

afternoon? We are looking for some local 

people who would like to come in to our 

school to listen to children read.  We run a 

Guided Reading session from 1.00-

1.30pm each day and training is given for 

this by our Literacy Team leader. This is 

not as daunting as it sounds – we already 

have a group of mums and retired local 

people who currently do this but we would 

like to extend this opportunity to more of 

our children. We would also like more 

people to come and listen to children read 

individually and this can be any afternoon 

from 1.00-2.45pm.  
 

Alternatively, come and join our happy 

team of lunchtime supervisors. We need 

enthusiastic and reliable people to 

supervise children during lunchtime while 

they eat their lunch and then encouraging 

them to play appropriate and purposeful 

games outside. Training is provided. Hours 

are 11.50am-1.10pm daily, term time 

only. If you think you would like to know 

more about either of these roles please 

contact Helen Worgan, Business Manager, 

on 01256 460532. 
 

CAB seeks Trustees 

We are looking for a couple of volunteers 

to join the Trustee Board. Citizens Advice is 

a charity whose mission is to provide free, 

confidential and impartial advice and help 

to everyone. Last year we helped over 

10,000 people in the Basingstoke area 

and managed to break-even despite the 

financial pressures as a local independent 

charity. 
 

The Bureau is managed day-to-day by the 

C.E.O. and his team and the Trustees role 

involves checking that the Bureau is 

running well and continues to do so. The 

trustees are a friendly bunch—although we 

need to be business-like, there is no profit 

motive and most people who work in 

Citizens Advice are volunteers upon whose 

goodwill we depend.  
 

The Trustee Board meets for 2 hours 

every 6 weeks and Trustees can also opt 

to join short-term working parties which 

are set up if there is an important issue to 

resolve. More information and application 

f o r m s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m 

www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk or 

email David Rees, Trustee Chair, at 

trusteechair@basingstoke.cabnet.org.uk. 
 

Nicola Dale 
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Chineham Parish Council 
 

Tree works: Councillors were pleased 

to see that many residents attended 

the public briefing session held in 

the Community Room on 9 February. 

The Borough Council Tree Officer 

was able to answer questions and 

take feedback about the works. Just 

to remind residents that over the 

coming few months Basingstoke and 

Deane Borough Council will be 

removing and coppicing some 

council-owned trees in Chineham. 

The trees are being removed 

because they are either in poor 

condition or they have grown to such 

an extent that they are now touching 

or overshadowing nearby properties. 

The Borough Council is doing this 

work as part of a borough-wide 

strategy to remove trees that are 

considered to be a nuisance to 

residents and to ensure that they are 

meeting their duty of care as a 

landowner.   

 

Celebrations for the Queen’s 90th 

birthday: Are you a non-commercial, 

c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  g r o u p  o r 

o rg an isa t i on  c e l eb ra t i ng  the 

Queen’s 90th birthday this year? 

Applications for a grant are invited 

from eligible groups wishing to hold 

an event to celebrate this occasion. 

The grant application form is 

available from the Clerk who can be 

contacted via the details below, or it 

can be downloaded from the 

Chineham Parish Council website 

( u n d e r  F i n a n c e ) 

www.chineham.gov.uk. Completed 

forms should be returned to the 

Clerk.  The Parish Council will review 

the applications received and notify 

the successful applicants.  

 

Note of thanks: The Parish Council 

would like to thank the local resident 

seen litter picking primarily in 

Binfields Wood. If residents spot any 

littered areas please contact the 

Clerk and the location will be passed 

on to the Basingstoke & Deane 

Borough Council Street Cleaning 

Team. 

 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 14 March 

2016. It starts at 7.45pm in the 

Community Rooms at the Chineham 

Village Hall (the public session will 

start at 7.50 pm). 

 

The Parish Council is here to help 

the residents of Chineham, so if 

there is a Chineham issue you are 

concerned about, please feel free 

to contact the Clerk, Sally Jackson 

on 01256 474500 or email 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 

Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 

0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be 

found at www.chineham.gov.uk. 

 

Sally Jackson 

 

 

 

Did you know? Local resident Peter 

Malcolm has created a photoblog 

documenting the progress of work on 

Cufaude Lane. It can be found at 

http://petermalcolm.weebly.com/

cufaude-lane-works.html 
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Linguatastic  
World Book Day is on Thursday 3rd March. 

We at Linguatastic will be celebrating by 

looking at some familiar books in other 

languages, dressing up as characters from 

books and learning to tell stories 

ourselves. On the weekend of the same 

week, it’s Mother’s Day in the UK. Did you 

know though, that in Spain, Mother’s Day 

is on 1st May, in Germany, Italy and China, 

it’s 8th May and in France, it’s 29th May 

this year? 

 

French Language Week takes place from 

12th until 20th March this year. Of course, 

for us at Linguatastic, every week is 

“French Language Week”, but in honour of 

this celebration, we thought we’d share 

with you some English words which have 

French phrases hidden in them: 

1.Vinegar                         3.Dandelion 

2.Curfew                     4.Porcupine 

Any ideas what they mean when you break 

them down?  We’ll reveal the answers in 

next month’s article.  However, if you can’t 

wait until then, visit our Facebook page 

(facebook.com/Linguatastic) and watch a 

fun short video on these and other words.  

 

And don’t forget, if you are wanting to 

improve/maintain your French or have a 

child who you would like to learn French, 

we offer sessions for: 

•Pre-schoolers 

•Primary school aged children 

•Secondary school aged children 

•Adults 

Our advanced adult group now meets on 

Monday evenings, with one hour for 

relaxed conversation, followed by half an 

hour of grammar/DELF training for those 

who wish to stay on. 

 

e-mail: info@linguatastic.com 

Tel: 01256 471474 

Probus Club 
John Lidstone gave a presentation to the 

Basingstoke Probus Club about the Bletchley 

Park code breaking centre and the secret part 

played by his elder sister Pamela stationed 

there. Bletchley Park has probably been 

Britain’s best kept secret. Its mission was to 

crack Nazi codes and ciphers, the most 

famous of which was the Enigma. It is 

estimated their work shortened the war by 

two years and saved 80,000 lives. 
 

Having signed the Official Secrets Act people in 

each working hut were not allowed to discuss 

their work with people in other huts. Any breach 

could have led to 30 years imprisonment or the 

death penalty. University graduates, especially 

mathematicians, were needed if the enemy’s 

electromechanical cipher machines, 

particularly Enigma, were to be cracked. Alan 

Turing and Gordon Welchman worked 

alongside other cryptanalysts including a chess 

champion.  Pamela was one such recruit, 

having graduated from Reading University with 

a First Class degree. Called up for National 

Service she attended the selection procedure 

for the Foreign Office, part of which was a timed 

completion of the Telegraph crossword. Most 

addicts took eleven minutes: Pamela did it in 

seven.   
 

To hide that Enigma had been cracked 

reports were written as if coming from an MI6 

spy with a network of imaginary agents in 

Germany. Bletchley became so efficient it 

could read messages from German battlefield 

generals before they were seen by Hitler. The 

embargo on Bletchley's secret work remained 

until 1976. John only learned of Pamela's part 

at her death at 95 as she never told her family 

about her work. They thought she had worked 

for the Foreign Office throughout the war. 
 

See the website of the Probus Club 

www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com for more 

information about its activities. 
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County and Borough 

Councillor Elaine Still 
 

Bus Layby on Thornhill Way: Following reports 

of dangerous overtaking of stationary buses, I 

am pleased to report working with Chineham 

Parish Council we are moving towards having 

the bus layby reinstated outside the Village 

Hall. The Parish Council will be funding a 

feasibility study to get actual costings to having 

this much needes layby reinstated. I will be 

working closely with Highways officers to make 

sure this work is carried out as soon as 

possible. 

 

Zebra Crossing on Thornhill Way: As part of its 

2015/16 Minor Highways Works programme, 

Hampshire County Council (HCC) has 

approved a scheme in Thornhill Way, for the 

introduction of a zebra crossing to replace an 

existing pedestrian refuge to the south of 

Puttenham Road. 

 

I have for several years campaigned for this 

Zebra crossing and recently was  successful in 

securing funding on the minor works 

programme to allow the scheme to go forward. 

The site has been assessed in accordance 

with HCC policy and the conversion to a zebra 

crossing is considered to be appropriate due 

to the frequent pedestrian crossing 

movements at the site throughout the day with 

particular times of increased activity at school 

arrival and collection times. 

 

The public consultation closed on 12 February.  

I have not been made aware of any objections. 

Hampshire County Council have appointed a 

contractor to undertake the works and are just 

waiting for the street lighting design/quote to 

be finalised. I would envisage the works being 

undertaken April/May.  

 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 01256 880926 

Mobile: 07747862913 

Website elainestill.com 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
 

As you read this, we should have reached 

the end of the traffic disruption caused by 

the major works on the Black Dam 

Roundabout. We will now have to contend 

with further work on the A33 – that seems 

to have already begun – with the most 

significant effort concentrating on the 

Crockford Lane (Redman) and Binfields 

Roundabouts. These focal points will 

directly affect us in Chineham and while 

we knew the intended improvement work 

was due, nevertheless there will be further 

disruption on the A33 and connecting 

roads for a few more months to come. I will 

be asking HCC Highways for further details 

of any temporary arrangements they 

intend to implement and let you know. 

 

The public consultation on the planned 

removal of diseased and at risk trees that 

grow on BDBC land was held on Feb 9th 

and will be implemented as soon as 

possible. This is the start of a long overdue 

tree management programme in Chineham 

to ensure that the good health of the trees 

is preserved.  

 

A planning enquiry has been initiated for 

the possible construction of a gas powered 

generating plant to be installed on the 

Chineham Business Park for contingency 

purposes. The three Ward Members, in 

conjunction with the Parish Council and 

the BDBC Planning Officers, are closely 

following the progress of this enquiry and 

as soon as this is converted into a planning 

application, a thorough public consultation 

will be held to ensure that any impact on 

residents is kept to the absolute minimum. 

 

Paul Miller 

Tel: 01256 467400 

Mobile: 07777 659022 

cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  

 



 

 

Borough Councillor  

Joyce Bowyer 

As a Borough Councillor for Chineham my 

role also takes in Taylors Farm/Sherfield 

Park. After a comprehensive Governance 

review Sherfield on Loddon and Sherfield 

Park will split making 2 separate Parish 

Councils with elections for both Parishes 

in May 2016. It is an exciting time for 

residents of Sherfield Park as for too long 

they have been in the minority at 

Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council, and 

they will now be in charge of their own 

destiny. 

 

An Interim Parish Council has been set 

up, being administered by Cllr Elaine Still, 

Cllr Paul Miller and myself as the 3 

Borough Councillors. Already we have set 

up an informal information morning and 

approx. 12 people are interested in 

applying for the 7 places on offer, though 

this could change after the information 

evening at BDBC at the end of February. 

 

The new Sherfield Park Parish Council will 

meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 

so as not to clash with either Chineham 

or other neighbouring Parishes. It is also 

hoped in the near future to have a Parish 

office at the Sherfield Park Community 

Centre. I welcome this change and look 

forward to both Chineham and Sherfield 

Park Parish Councils working together for 

the good of us all. 

 

Finally…the Cufaude Lane re-alignment is 

on track and should be finished by the 

end of March so journeys between 

Chineham and Bramley will be back to 

normal! 
 

Joyce Bowyer 

Mobile: 07919990908 

Cllr.joyce.bowyer@basingstoke.gov.uk 

St. Michael’s Hospice 

5K and 10K Runs 

Starting at Down Grange Sports 

Complex, Pack Lane, Basingstoke, 

RG22 5SN, St. Michael’s Hospice 

(North Hampshire) welcomes the 

Basingstoke 5K & 10K Runs to 

Down Grange Sports Complex, 

Basingstoke on Wednesday 11th 

May starting at 19.00hrs. 

 

This family friendly event is a great 

way to get fit, have fun and spend 

time together whilst raising money 

for North Hampshire’s only adult 

Hospice, which provides specialist 

care and support to patients 

s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  l i f e  l i m i t i n g 

illnesses.  

 

We are excited to announce that in 

2016 the run will have chip timing 

available for all runners. Last year 

was a record breaking year which 

saw over 600 runners take part 

raising an incredible £21,000! So 

dust off your running shoes, come 

along and join your community, and 

help us beat the outstanding 

a m o u n t  r a i s e d  i n  2 0 1 5 . 

Registration is open online and 

places are selling fast so book 

early to avoid disappointment. 

 

To sign up and for more information 

please visit the Hospice website at 

www.stmichaelshospice.org .uk/

events or call fundraising on 01256 

848 848. Follow us on Twitter at  

@ s m h b a s i n g s t o k e  a n d 

#BasingstokeRun 

 

Sue O’Flinn 
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Minister’s Message 

In October last year we went to Los 

Angeles to see our son. While we were 

there he took us to a cinema. This was 

no run of the mill cinema but the IPEC 

cinema in Pasadena, which is styled as 

an “upscale cinema with plush 

seating, gourmet light bites & 

cocktails, plus in-theatre service”. It 

certa in ly  was  an impress ive 

experience, which is what he took us 

there for. The film we saw was ‘The 

Martian’. It was about a space trip to 

Mars in which one of the team gets left 

behind presumably dead. When it 

turns out he’s not dead the race is on 

to rescue him. The other members of 

the team when they are told their 

missing team member is not dead 

agree to abort their return to earth and 

return to Mars to rescue him. That 

places them at risk. Clearly it was not 

based on a true story!  

 

We do love rescue stories and 

especially those which involve 

sacrifice, risk and danger. Mind you 

when, as with this film, you know it is 

all going to work well in the end, it 

does take a bit of the edge off it! 

 

Easter, which this year takes place at the 

end of March, is about a rescue. Sorry if 

you thought it was about chocolate eggs. 

It is about God sending a rescue mission 

to earth. Well, not so much a mission, 

just his son Jesus who came to earth to 

rescue sinful humanity. It is a great story 

and some years ago made a great, if 

somewhat gory film. However, this 

rescue story is based on a true event. 

Jesus really did walk the dusty lanes of 

Israel and he did die on a cross. He died 

to rescue humanity from the result of 

our sin, our rebellion against God. 

The man left behind on Mars knew 

that he needed rescuing and he knew 

he needed it soon before various 

supplies ran out. Perhaps for 

ourselves we don’t think we need 

rescuing or at least not yet. I 

remember years back reading a story 

in the paper, under the heading “don’t 

rescue me just yet”, of an American 

who while walking round the ancient 

walls of York had fallen off and landed 

on a narrow ledge 25ft above the 

street. When the rescuers appeared 

he asked them to hold on while 

someone else took photos of him!  

 

Perhaps this year as we reflect on the 

events of that first Easter we may 

realise that we do need a rescuer and 

that Jesus is just the man for the job. 

 

Ian Bentley 

Minister at Christ Church Chineham 

 

Christ Church Activities 
Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am 

every Sunday – no charge, all 

welcome! Groups for children and 

young people of all ages meet at the 

10.30am service. The 9am service 

tends to be quieter and more 

reflective. During March we will 

continue reading John’s Gospel to look 

at different encounters people had 

with Jesus. Our sermons are recorded 

and are available with the sermon text 

at www.christchurchchineham.org.uk. 

There will be a service of Holy 

Communion at 11am on Tuesday 29 

March and lunch will be available 

afterwards at 12noon.  

 

Easter: we will be having an alternative 

service of Holy Communion on Maundy 

Thursday starting at 7.30pm. On Good 
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Friday there will be a service of All Age 

Worship at 11.30am and on Easter 

Sunday our services will be at 9am 

and 10.30am – come and celebrate 

the risen Christ with us. All welcome! 

There may even be some chocolate 

eggs… 

 

Prayer: Is there something you would 

like prayer for? Do let us know – 

contact details below.  If you would like 

to come and pray at the Church you 

would be most welcome. Our Prayer 

Room is open whenever the building is 

open – you are welcome to drop in to 

sit and pray in silence, or if you would 

like someone to pray with or for you we 

can arrange that. “Come and pray” 

with us – we have prayer meetings 

scheduled on a weekly basis 

throughout March on alternative 

Sunday and Monday evenings – do 

contact us if you would like details. 

Everyone is welcome to join us as we 

pray for our church, our community 

and our world. You do not have to pray 

out loud and prayers are led.    
  

Coffee and Co: Our Monday morning 

café will continue to be open from 

9.30am to 11.30am with coffee, cake 

and activities for the children. The café 

is open to all, whether or not you are a 

member of the Church – you will find a 

warm welcome and plenty of people to 

chat with.   
  

Luncheon Club: Come along on 

Tuesday 29 March at 12noon for a 

tasty two course lunch and good 

company! No need to book; lunch 

costs just £4 for adults and £2 for 

children. All welcome. 
  

CCBBies: The group meets on 

Thursday mornings during term time 

from 10am to 11.15am when there is 

a range of activities for pre-school 

children as we learn about Jesus and 

the Bible together. Parents/carers are 

required to stay with their children; 

there is no charge and refreshments 

are served.   
  

Messy Church: our next Messy Church 

will be on 14 March. Families are 

invited to join us for lots of “messy” 

fun as we learn about Easter in a 

creative way. Refreshments are served 

from 3.45 to 4.15pm, activities begin 

at 4.15pm, supper is served at 

5.15pm and it is time to go home at 

5.45pm.  There is no charge although 

donations towards the cost of the food 

are gratefully received! If you have any 

special dietary needs we would 

appreciate knowing in advance.  
  

Kids’ Club: Our next Kids’ Club will be 

on Saturday 5 March. Children at 

primary school are invited to join us for 

fun and games in the Wesley Hall from 

5-6.30pm. The cost is £1 per person; 

bring some extra cash for a hot snack 

and tuck and bring a friend too! Usual 

act iv i t ies include crafts,  Wi i , 

PlayStation, table tennis, pool and 

more! The Club is supervised by 

volunteers from the church who are all 

DBS checked. 
  

C3Y: This is the new name for our 

“new look” Youth Club which is open to 

young people from year 6 upwards on 

Friday evenings during term time from 

8-9.30pm in the Wesley Hall. The 

entrance fee is just £1 (bring some 

extra cash for tuck) and there is a 

range of weekly activities including a 

special activity each month. Your first 

visit is free, so invite your friends and 

join us on Friday! 
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4Men: Sunday Supper Club is proving 

very popular and will next take place 

on Sunday 20 March from 6.30pm.   

All men are invited to come and cook 

and then share a meal and perhaps 

some beer all for the cost of £5. Good 

food, good company, good banter…   

Do let us know if you are coming and if 

you have any special dietary needs. 

 

Charity collections: We continue to 

collect stamps (new and used), ink 

cartridges, postcards, spectacles, 

socks, tools, bedding, tins and packets 

of food, and tops from supermarket 

milk bottles for various charities. We 

can find a home for most things so if 

you have anything you would like to 

pass on do contact us!   

 

Room hire: Rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or regular basis. 

Contact us for details or look on 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk.   

Prices start at £8 per hour (Community 

Rate) which includes use of the 

kitchen/snack bar where tea, coffee, 

sugar and squash are provided. Groups 

that regularly hire the church include 

Bridge, Tiny Talk, Guides and the Health 

Visitors for the baby clinic, along with a 

range of University of the Third Age 

groups including Rummikub, History 

and Computing. 

  

Further information: if you would like 

to know anything about the life and 

activities of Christ Church please 

contact Ruth or Gill on 474280 or 

admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk 

or drop in to the office which is open 

from Monday to Friday from 9.30am to 

2.30pm. You can also find out 

information about Christ Church on  

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk , on 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/

christchurchchineham) and follow us 

on Twitter @ccChineham. 

 

Ruth Randall 

 

Chineham Conservation 

The conservation group has been 

running since 2004 but we may have 

to call it a day. For the last couple of 

years, it has been running as a branch 

of Natural Basingstoke, meaning our 

insurance has been via them, there is 

no committee and the 4-5 regular 

volunteers have simply worked on 

different monthly tasks around 

Chineham. 

 

Natural Basingstoke would now like the 

Group to become a group in its own right 

again, with a committee, and not 

continue in this ad hoc way. Therefore 

we need people who would like to 

perform these roles. The current 

volunteers all enjoy the "hands on" work 

and, whilst more like this would be very 

welcome, we need people who would 

like to do some administrative work too. 

This could be with or without the hands 

on volunteering and you don't have to 

come to every work party. Work parties 

are enjoyable and satisfying, especially 

when you see the difference after a few 

seasons. Fresh air, exercise, tea and 

biscuits—not a bad weekend morning! 

 

Recent work parties have included 

coppicing, stream clearing in Tollhouse 

meadow and tree guard removal. If you 

have any questions about the roles (no 

obligation!), please call Ann 07718 

194207 or Helen 01256 358048. 

 

Helen Haider (Chineham Conservation 

Group) 
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Four Lanes Governors 
 

Four Lanes Infant School is looking for two 

enthusiastic new co-opted Governors to 

join our team of 10 committed volunteers. 

The role of the governing body is to ensure 

high standards of achievement for all 

children in the school by: 

•Setting the school’s vision, ethos and 

strategic direction 

•Holding the Headteacher to account for 

the performance of the school and pupils 

•Overseeing the financial performance of 

the school 

 

You will be contributing to the strategic 

discussions at governing body meetings, 

joining one of the committees (according to 

your skills and experience) and monitoring 

the school’s performance by considering 

data and asking challenging questions of 

the school’s leaders, or acting as a link 

governor on a specific area. Governing body 

meetings take place at the Infant School (7-

9pm) and you should expect to attend 

approximately 12 per  year. 

 

You would enjoy this role if you: 

•Are interested in education in general 

and our school in particular 

•Are willing to give about 35 hours per 

year (for meetings, training, school visits) 

•Have an open and enquiring mind and 

show a willingness to listen 

•Have the energy and enthusiasm to get 

fully involved in the responsibilities of the 

governing body. 

 

Full details can be found on www.fourlanes-

inf.hants.sch.uk or contact the school for 

more information. Alternatively, contact 

Helen Whiting, chair of governors, at 

FLISchairofgovernors@gmail.com to 

request an informal chat about the role. 

 

Helen Whiting 

Chineham Tigers 
 

Chineham Tigers defend their FA Fair 

Play Award: Chineham Tigers won the 

Hampshire FA Respect & Fair Play Award 

during the 2014-2015 season - a great 

achievement for all the players and 

coaches. We're aiming to retain the title 

again this season. 

  

Chineham Tigers Fun Day : Saturday 

18th June 2016 at the Chineham Village 

Hall Green. All are welcome to join.  

 

Semi-Finalists: Congratulations to the 

Under 12s team (Managed by Mark 

Eastman and Ian Page) who made it to 

the Peter Houseman League Cup semi-

final. They narrowly missed out on a 

place in the final losing 2-1 in a close-

fought game against the favourites 

Newbury Colts.  

 

Request for Volunteers: As a club we rely 

on volunteers to help and would be 

delighted to hear from people who 

would be willing to get involved with the 

club. In particular we have opportunities 

for a club Chairman, additional Coaches 

for some age groups as well as other 

opportunities. If you would like to find 

out more, please get in touch with 

Robert Gorby at robertgorby@hotmail.com 

 

Thank you: A massive thank you to Lee 

Taphouse who has recently stepped 

down as Treasurer and Secretary of 

Chineham Tigers. Lee contributed 

greatly to the development of the club 

over the past 6 years. On behalf of all 

the players and coaches, we'd like to 

thank Lee for his contribution. 

 

Robert Gorby 
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The Pink Place  
 

The Pink Place is a registered cancer 

charity (no: 1153494) based in 

Basingstoke Town Centre that provides 

FREE hair services, complementary 

therapies (massage, reflexology), beauty 

therapy (manicures, facials), counselling 

and support for people with cancer. These 

services are provided at our weekly 

Monday sessions and allow people with 

any form of cancer to enjoy some 

pampering, support and to meet others in 

similar situations. Our aim is to improve the 

feeling of well-being of people with cancer. 

 

We are based at 3 Wote Street (above 

Taylor’s Hair Salon). Our sessions run 

10am – 12.30pm and a typical session 

sees our guests arrive at 10, enjoy some 

home baked cakes and refreshments 

and meet the other guests (max 7 per 

session). Services available that day are 

explained and guests choose what they 

would like, e.g. hair cut, nails painted, 

neck massage. Services depend on the 

therapists volunteering that day and all 

our therapists are fully qualified and 

insured. From 10.30 till 12.30pm we will 

timetable the choices into 30 min slots 

with time between to chat with other 

guests. Currently our sessions are for 

ladies but we are hoping to launch “Blue 

Space at the Pink Place” this year with 

evening sessions for men with cancer. 

We are actively fundraising at the 

moment to get this started. 

 

Can we help? If anyone is touched by 

cancer and would like to come to The 

Pink Place, please call us on 07899 

9 7 0 8 4 1  o r   e m a i l 

info@thepinkplace.org.uk. You can get 

more detai ls on our website 

www.thepinkplace.org.uk , facebook The 

Pink Place or Twitter @ThePinkPlaceOrg. 

Can you help? We rely on volunteers and 

fundraising to provide this service. If you 

would like to help, visit us, attend an 

event or know more then please email 

info@thepinkplace.org.uk or phone 

07899 970841. 
 

Kay Alsop 

  

NWR 
 

In February the NWR (National Women's 

Register) met and put together an 

interesting and varied programme for the 

year, which includes researching the 

culture and food of Brazil, a discussion on 

ethics and a hands-on arts afternoon. We 

have also planned outings including the 

cinema, London and a garden visit as well 

as monthly lunches and book club. 

 

Details of the programme will be emailed 

soon to our members. If you think you 

may be interested in finding out more 

about our very friendly group please 

contact Diane T 01256 325554, email 

diane.hope@tiscali.co.uk or Evelyn T 

0 1 2 5 6  8 1 6 6 3 6 ,  e m a i l 

evelyncjjones@hotmail.co.uk.  
 

Evelyn Jones 

 

Update from Poppy Appeal 

 

The act of Remembrance is personal to 

all: for those who wish to remember loved 

ones with a Wreath, the Royal British 

Legion has eight different styles of tribute 

with over 3,000 emblems available. 

 

All donations from wreaths go to the Poppy 

Appeal, for more information please contact 

Hon Poppy Appeal Organiser Tim Russell on 

0 7 7 7 2  8 8 3 9 6 4  o r 

btrussell1962ad@aol.com. 

 

Tim Russell 
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Nature Notes 
Many thanks to our Editor, Jo, for telling me 

that firethorn berries are toxic to birds, thus 

solving a mystery that has puzzled me for 

years. Whilst doing the annual bird count, I 

discovered that the bird I thought was a 

blackcap turned out to be a coal tit; much 

more likely as the blackcap would have 

disappeared in August en route to Africa. 

One of my friends has a blackbird that sits 

on the fence peering into her kitchen until it 

is given food on the nearby dustbin. It has 

never come to feed on her hand, which is 

just as well, as she will be moving soon. 

However, she will leave a message for the 

new occupants. Another goldfinch has 

joined the others, so that makes two males 

and one female. Perhaps at the time I 

watched, the other female was on the nest. 

  

I think that the blue tit and great tit parents 

are now frantically feeding themselves 

before the next nesting session begins. I 

watched a young fledgling house sparrow, 

still with down amongst the adult feathers, 

being shown some feeding techniques 

before following the mother back to the 

hedge. That was probably the last of the 

first hatching, so I must watch the sparrows 

more closely to see if there is a difference 

in activity. I think there are three or more 

separate nests in there, but it is too thick to 

look in. I know that sparrows do like to nest 

in terraces and the noise is loud when the 

eggs have hatched. 

 

Arriving at the Hospital the other week, I 

was impressed by the borders of joyful 

yellow daffodils that greeted me, instantly 

raising my spirits. Now the daffodils at the 

entrances to Chineham are doing the 

same. There are also crocuses scattered 

around in different places. The harbinger 

of spring, the primrose, is this year showing 

well on the sunny bank at the traffic lights. 

Despite being just another wild flower and 

not very showy, by flowering in clumps it 

provides that welcome splash of colour. It’s 

wonderful how a few days of sunshine are 

also persuading the wild fruit trees to burst 

into clouds of white blossom. 

Unfortunately, this may be short-lived as 

according to the country lore if the weather 

is fine on Candlemas Day, which is 

February 2nd, winter will return. It was a 

sunny day with one shower and it has now 

turned cold again. Ominous... 

 

Hazel and I faced the bitterly cold wind on 

Tuesday to visit the garden centre. As we 

walked outside we were faced by a large 

bird of prey on the fence, which was 

attempting to remove the jess from its leg 

whilst watching us. We were  hoping that it 

would not fly towards us, so kept our 

hands down. Eventually it must have been 

called away or followed the lure. I have 

visited falconries before but could not 

identify the bird, although it is usually 

hawks or falcons who wear jesses. 

 

At the beginning of the month I was 

worried because there were no snowdrops 

showing, but now they are in flower 

although the numbers are declining. I 

ordered more last year but the bulbs have 

again been nibbled. The witch hazel has 

been flowering well and also one of the 

blue Ceanothus. This is about the same as 

last year. I planted more bulbs so I am 

looking forward to some new varieties. The 

labels have disappeared though! 

 

It was pleasant to meet more readers. 

Thank you for your kind words. Please 

keep watching the nature around us and 

notify me of any sightings. 

 

Ginny Wright 

ginny.wright2@btinternet.com 

01256 479562  



 

 

Four Lanes Community 

Junior School 
 

Four Lanes Community Junior School 

has a new logo and sign at the 

entrance to the school. Mia Kostov, a 

Year 6 pupil, won the competition to 

design a new logo and she went to the 

Skoolkit factory to see the design 

being embroidered on a sweat top. 

How exciting! 

 

Year 3 have been learning about the 

Celts and visited Butser Farm on a very 

cold winter’s day. They learnt how the 

Celts farmed, lived and spent time in a 

Celtic round house and were able to 

warm themselves around the fire. Next 

term, Year 3 will start a new topic, 

uncovering exciting facts about The 

Romans. In science they will be 

learning about solids, liquids and 

gases. Finally they will be reading and 

writing about legends including The 

Sword and The Stone. 

 

Year 4 have had an exciting month. 

They’ve been studying the United 

Kingdom’s geography and also had 

some crafty sessions building 

cardboard cars. In English, they got 

their creative juices flowing with magic 

potion recipes and used their Maths 

skills to measure and weigh their 

ingredients. Next term brings the 

exciting topic of recycling. 

 

In Year 5, the pupils have had an 

interesting half-term. In Topic they 

have been learning about the 

geography of rivers. Everyone loves the 

work and they are eager to learn more. 

Their English work links to Music and 

Topic, where they are learning about 

rivers. All the pupils are learning about 

the flow and form of a river in Prague 

called the Vltava. The children have 

created a personified poem on the 

Vltava. In Maths Year 5 are studying 

fractions, decimals and percentages 

and applying their knowledge to 

solving problems. Year 5 will be doing 

more exciting things next term! 

 

Year 6 have been enjoying some great 

new topics. They have been taking 

inspiration from Yayoi Kasumi, a 

famous Japanese artist, to create a 

sculpture of a rainforest based plant. 

They went on a trip to Queen Mary’s 

College to explore evolution, make 

fossils and study the skeletons of 

animals. They have just finished their 

Traditional Tales topic and have 

written some whacky and wonderful 

stories that are up on display around 

the school. 

 

Maisie Gilbert, Atinuke Adelakun, 

Amina Mannan, Sophie Morris   

 

Local Toddler Appeal 

Launched 
 

An appeal has been launched to help a 

Chineham toddler undergo a life-

changing operation. Emmy King, aged 

2, attends Willowdene Nursery and 

has Cerebral Palsy Spastic Diplegia. 

Her family is raising funds for a 

specialist spinal operation performed 

in the US, which is not currently 

available via the NHS. An appeal page 

has been set up at https://

www.justgiving.com/readyemmywalk, 

and any donations are gratefully 

received. 

 

Janet Aris 
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Four Lanes Community 

Centre 
Spring Family Fun Day: lots of fun 

activities for all the family. Wed 6 April, 

Sherfield Park Community Centre, time 

TBA. Cost: Free of charge, booking is 

essential. 

 

Messy Play for Dads: our Messy Play 

course is great fun for children and 

adults alike. Use their senses to 

explore, develop their co-ordination, 

fine motor control and develop 

number skills. Sat 16 April, 10am-

12noon, Four Lanes Community 

Centre. Booking is essential. 

 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: For 

mums/dads, babies and pre-school 

children. Life with young children  can 

be exciting, exhausting, rewarding, 

challenging, joyful and daunting. Come 

and join us and have fun. There will be 

a range of activities including indoor 

and outdoor toys, arts and crafts, 

stories and rhymes, drinks and 

biscuits, all based in a safe and 

welcoming environment. 

Starts: Wednesdays - 9.30am to 

11.00am ongoing. Please contact us 

to register your interest. Cost: £12.00 

for 6 weeks or £2.50 per week on a 

drop-in basis. 

 

ZUMBA: Zumba is a popular fitness 

programme inspired by Latin dance.  

It’s the best way to lose weight while 

enjoying high energy and motivating 

dance moves alongside fantastic 

dance music.  

Mondays 7.30pm to 8.30pm and             

Tuesdays 6.30pm to 7.30pm. Cost  

£6.00 pay as you go. Contact Rina 

Mistry 07971 553658. 

 

Hatha Yoga: No previous experience 

required, suitable for all levels. Yoga’s 

combined focus on mindfulness, 

breathing and physical movements 

br ings  health  benef i ts .  Yoga 

participants have reported better 

sleep, increased energy levels and 

overall better general health. Payable 

in blocks of 6 weeks cost £30.00 or 

drops in at £6.00 per class. For further 

information and to book the course 

please contact Kati on 07450 226719 

or pumpkinyoga@gmail.com. 

 

Linguatastic: Languages with Linguatastic 

include French and Spanish before 

school clubs; Italian, Spanish and French 

for Adults; and French for Secondary 

School pupils. For further information 

please email info@linguatastic.com or 

phone 811100. 
  
Virginia Wyatt 

 

Basingstoke Discovery 

Centre 
To book a place, order online from 

ww.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php, visit 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre in Festival 

Place, or call 01256 478670. Advance 

booking is strongly recommended. 

 

March events: 

What do my Genes Say About Me? 

Tuesday 1, 2pm, cost £3. Find out what 

genetic tests can tell us – and what they 

can’t. What happens to the information 

they reveal and who should know? Join Gill 

Crawford from the Faculty of Medicine 

Clinical Ethics and Law at the University of 

Southampton for an interactive discussion 

on your genes! 

 

Children’s Crafts: Saturday 5, 10am, 

ages 3+. Free of charge. 
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Board Games for Grown-Ups: Saturday 5, 

2–4pm, ages 14+. Free of charge. 

Develop your skills of cooperation and 

strategy in this friendly group. Meet in the 

Coffee Shop area. Some games provided 

or bring your own. 

 

Spring Perennials: Tuesday 8, 2pm. Cost: 

£5. Founded by Rosy Hardy in 1988, 

Hardy’s Cottage Garden Plants is a small 

independent nursery. Rosy will use her 

wide range of home produced 

herbaceous perennials to demonstrate 

how best to grow and look after spring 

flowering plants. Time for questions will 

be followed by a plant sale. 

 

Papercraft Workshop: Thursday 10, 1-3pm, 

cost £12. In this fun Papercraft workshop 

with Pauline Barnfather you will create a 

set of Easter Gifts. Using a die cutting 

machine you will create two gift boxes with 

Easter chocolates and a Butterfly chocolate 

gift. Using a scoring tool you will create a 

Pyramid style card. All materials and full 

instructions are provided. 

 

Bombs & Riots Basingstoke Walk: 

Thursday 10, 10am, cost £5. A wander 

around old Basingstoke looking at the 

effects of war and disturbance on the 

town. Phil Howe and John Hopkins will 

take you backwards and forwards 

between the 17th and 20th centuries, 

even explaining conflict in the town in the 

19th century. Meet at the Information 

Desk and please dress for the weather. 

 

Basingstoke Churches Walk: Friday 11, 

10am, cost £5. On this walk we look at the 

many churches in the town, from the tin 

tabernacles to how the Gothic Revival arts 

and craft movements influenced All Saints at 

Fairfields. Join Phil Howe and John Hopkins 

and discover the detail that makes each 

church special. Meet at the Information 

Desk and please dress for the weather. 

 

Hidden Basingstoke Walk: Saturday 12, 

10am, cost £5. In a gentle walk around 

the top of town, discover hidden 

architectural features and the stories that 

they tell. Join Phil Howe of Hidden Britain 

Tours and John Hopkins, a keen observer 

of architectural history, and see parts of 

the town that are often overlooked but are 

local treasures. Meet at the Information 

Desk and please dress for the weather. 

 

Discover Board Games: Saturday 12 and 

26, 10am-1pm, ages 3+. Free of charge.  

 

Young Embroiderers Club: Saturday 12, 

1.30-4.15pm, ages 5-16. Cost £5. Learn 

new skills and meet new friends. 

 

Family History Drop-in Surgery: Tues 15, 

10am-12pm, free of charge. These 

monthly drop-ins, with Hampshire 

Genealogical Society, will help try to solve 

any genealogical dilemmas. There will be 

free access to websites Ancestry and Find 

My Past. 

 

Crime Fiction Reading Group:  Saturday 

19, 2pm, free of charge. Meet others who 

share your enjoyment of this genre. 

 

Pirate Day: Tuesday 29, 10am, ages 3+. 

Free of charge. Crafts, LEt’sGO 

Construction, colouring and more. 

 

Mask Masterclass: Wednesday 30, 10am-

4pm, ages 6-13, cost £30. You will spend 

the day working with a professional theatre 

practitioner from Fluid Motion Theatre 

Company to create your very own 

theatrical mask and learn the techniques 

needed to perform a short devised piece 

to family and friends at the end of the day.  

 

Phil Jarvis 
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A Thank You! 
 

I just want to say a big thank you to 

the kind gentleman on the bridge from 

the shopping centre who bothered to 

stop and say that my toddler's cuddly 

toy had fallen from the buggy in the 

woods. Thank you also to the person

(s) who picked it up and  had placed it 

on a bench for us to find! I'm one very 

relieved mum this afternoon and 

you've made a little boy very happy! 

 

Caroline Farrell  

 

Tea Dance Appreciation 
 

As a long time resident of Chineham 

may I say how happy I am that an 

afternoon of dancing has returned to our 

splendid Village Hall. Beautifully and 

freshly decorated, with a good floor, it is 

such a pleasure to spend a Monday 

afternoon (2-4pm) with a group of like-

minded people of varying ages and 

including a fair few retirees. Under the 

watchful eye of a very talented young 

man, whose choice of music is 

appropriate and impeccable, there is 

something for everyone.  Whether your 

forte is ballroom, Latin or sequence you 

are catered for (or if indeed you are an 

Anton du Beke or John Sergeant, an Erin 

Boag or Ann Widdecombe) it's a good 

way to keep fit and mobile in a 

pleasurable manner, to indulge in a 

chat, and partake of a nice cup of tea.  

 

Our first afternoon was a great success, 

with a fair attendance and much 

acclaim for the venue. So why not give it 

a try, I'm sure you will find it great fun. 

Don't miss out - come and join in! 

 

L.M. Saysell 

 

Guides in Village Hall 
 

My ten year old daughter is a member 

of the 2nd Chineham Girl Guides. She 

and 32 other fellow girl guides used to 

meet every Thursday at Chineham 

Village Hall at 7pm. We were extremely 

disappointed when late last year, just 

before Christmas, the management of 

Chineham Village Hall decided that the 

Girl Guides could no longer use their 

facilities from January 2016 and 

instead they offered the hall to the 

Slimming World! They did not give the 

Girl Guide leaders any notice about 

their intended decision. It was only 

due to the sheer determination of our 

leaders that they managed to obtain 

the use of facilities at Four Lanes 

School – although the time for the 

meeting now starts at 7.30pm. 

 

The action by the Chineham Village 

Hall management caused us a lot of 

inconvenience. It would have been 

nice if the management had the 

courtesy to forewarn us of their 

intentions and also assist in sourcing 

alternate venues.  

 

Irina Mannan 

 

 

Village Hall Management Committee 

reply: The Village Hall Management 

Committee gave notice to the Guides 

(and Little Pumas) in the large Hall, 

and offered both Hirers the alternative 

venue of the Community Rooms, and 

an offer of the month of January on  

free trial. The Guides declined the 

offer and looked elsewhere.  
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