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December 2019 

It’s the end of another interesting year here in Chineham. We’ve seen a lot of 

change: the truly never-ending roadworks (still ongoing at the time of writing and 

mentioned in last December’s editorial!). Continuing development of the new 

housing estates adjoining or even forming part of Chineham. The gradual 

emptying of the Chineham shopping centre, in theory for the work to begin on 

enhancing and redesigning it on a large scale, but in practice still awaiting final 

approval for the plans. Sometimes it feels as if there is a lot to grumble about 

(post office! Cash points! Why every other car feels the need to drive like a lunatic 

on Hanmore Road and Thornhill Way!) 
 

Yet we have to consider the amazing positives about living in an area like this. For 

starters the incredible beauty of our natural environment, with woods, waterways and 

green spaces galore. Our local schools and youth groups, and all they contribute. The 

many, many social groups, clubs and amenities we have in abundance. And most of 

all, the wonderful people of Chineham. To all our readers, we at the Chat wish you a  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Hall 

The warmth of summer now seems a 

distant memory and the Christmas 

school holidays are not far away. Most 

of the regular children’s classes will be 

taking a break during this time but 

many of the adult classes including 

Slimming World, WeightWatchers and 

Pilates continue throughout the year. 

Please check with the organisers for 

further details of what is happening in 

the halls over the Christmas period. 
 

If you are interested in fitness, in 

January we welcome a new Clubbercise 

class to the village hall. This will be held 

on Tuesdays in the main hall from 8.15 

to 9.15pm. Please check the calendar 

on our website for details of this and all 

other events taking place in the halls. 
 

If you are looking for a venue to hold a 

regular class or meeting, or wish to 

enquire about booking a party, please 

contact our booking line on 07935 

328172,  send  an emai l  t o 

chinehamvillagehall@gmail.com or 

complete an enquiry form/check 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  a t 

www.ch inehamvi l lagehal l .co .uk . 

Unfortunately, we do not accept 

bookings for teenage or 21st birthday 

parties. 
 

Please note: Our booking clerk is not 

available during the day but will return 

your call if you leave a message. Missed 

calls with no message are not followed 

up. The Management Committee would 

like to take this opportunity to wish 

everyone a very happy Christmas and 

new year. 
 

Lynne Hughes 
 

 

Chineham Library 
With Christmas fast approaching, the 

library is looking increasingly seasonal, 

and our activities will be reflecting the 

festive season. In addition, there will be a 

few extra Christmas activities. These 

include some activities and crafts to tie-in 

with the events being hosted by the 

Chineham Centre on Sat 14th Dec, 

beginning at 10am. There are two 

bookable slime sessions costing £3 per 

child. Also, there will be the usual 

Christmas storytime, with the date still to 

be confirmed. For both adults and 

children there are displays to admire and 

Christmas books to borrow, so do come 

and appreciate these. 
 

Our regular activities for children continue 

for most of the month, with rhymetimes 

taking place on Tuesdays for under ones 

at 10am and over ones at 11am. 

However, these will finish for the month 

on the 17th Dec and then resume on the 

7th January. Saturday crafts will take 

place on the 7th Dec and the 4th Jan, 

when you are invited to drop-in with your 

primary school age children between 

10am and midday. Construction Club will 

continue every Saturday from 2 – 

3.30pm, and also during the school 

holidays. Storytimes will take place on all 

other Saturdays at 11am. Chatterbooks 

will meet on Thurs 12th Dec from 3.45 – 

4.45pm for their Christmas session. Code 

Club will resume on Tuesday afternoons 

in January, to enquire about places 

please contact the library.  
 

Age Concern will continue to offer tuition 

for the over 50s on Wednesday mornings 

in term time, from 10am. For further 

information contact their area office on 

01256 423874. Additionally, on 

Wednesday mornings we host our drop-in 

social Cuppa and Chat sessions, which 
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you are warmly invited to attend. These 

take place at 10.30am in the Acorn 

Room. Our general reading group has 

places available and meets on the last 

Saturday of the month at 10.30am. 

Further information is available from 

library staff.  
 

Remember that if you are looking for a 

room to hire in Chineham the Acorn Room 

at the library has availability, including 

outside of opening hours. There is a 

reasonable hire charge starting at £7 per 

hour. For more information please contact 

us at Chineham.library@hants.gov.uk. 
 

Chineham Library team wish you a very 

Happy Christmas. 

 

Cathy Foster 

 

Chineham WI 
The topic for the October meeting of 

Chineham WI was poetry. Members 

brought along some of their favourite 

published poems and read them out in 

celebration of National Poetry Day, 

which was on 3rd October 2019. There 

was a remarkably varied selection 

from serious to comic, realistic to 

imagined. It was also interesting to 

hear why members had chosen a 

particular poem. A couple of the 

poems were read from books awarded 

to the reader when they were at 

school! There was also a competition 

to write a limerick. The winner was a 

limerick about a hedgehog couple, 

which made us all chuckle! 
 

Our December meeting is always 

brought forward because of Christmas 

and this year it will be on Monday, 

16th December in the Shaftesbury 

Room, Christ Church, Reading Road, 

Chineham beginning at 7:30 pm. Why 

not take a well-earned break from your 

Christmas preparations and come 

along and see what you've been 

missing? We promise you a warm 

welcome! 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

to all our readers. 
 

Pam Malcolm 
 

Probus Club 

The British army has advanced 

considerably in the last century. It also 

has the benefit of working alongside the 

RAF and Navy to ensure victory in the 

field. But what will it be like in twenty or 

thirty years’ time? This is the question 

posed by Lt Col Richard Grover MBE who 

told of his experiences as an officer in 

today’s infantry regiments at the latest 

Probus Club meeting. Richard gave many 

examples of what his life has been like, 

starting with his first posting to Northern 

Ireland, then Afghanistan, Iraq, and 

Somalia.  
 

Recent time at the Staff College 

considered the increasing use of cyber 

attacks and fake news. It is important to 

counter Russian influence and that of the 

Chinese in Syria and Africa. The positive 

interaction between the British 

population and the military, mainly 

becoming clear around Remembrance 

Day in November, has to be managed 

carefully. Tax payers need to continue to 

support the army that consumes 25% of 

the defence budget. It is reassuring that 

the British military are apolitical and 

therefore will always follow the ruling of 

which ever shade of government is in 

power.  See probusbasingstoke.club. 
 

Paul Flint  
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123 Group 
On the second Tuesday of every month, 

Christ Church, Chineham has a club for 

older people (although any age welcome) 

from 1 to 3pm. It is a place to meet new 

and old friends, eat some delicious cakes 

and nibbles and have a hot drink. We try 

to have a speaker each month and most 

months we have arm chair exercises, 

which can be a very good work out! As we 

are quite a mixed group we just do what 

we can. We also have quizzes each 

month, some of which can be quite taxing 

for the little grey cells!  
 

Our programme for the next three 

months is as follows:- 

10 Dec: This will have a Christmas theme 

with Christmas poems, songs and carols 

14 Jan: We will be welcoming the return 

of a ukulele group from Tadley who 

proved extremely popular on their last 

visit 

11 Feb: Christ Church’s former Assistant 

Minister Gordon Randall and his wife, 

Ruth will be visiting us and the title of 

their talk is “Reflections on rural parish 

life, by the vicar and his wife” 
 

If you would like to attend any of our 

meetings and you need transport, please 

let us know as we may be able to arrange 

this if you live locally.  Ring the Church 

office on 01256 474280 to let us have 

your details. We look forward to seeing 

you. 
 

Carolyn Shergold 
 

Hook Choral Society 
Hook Choral Society Christmas 

Concert is on 21st December at 4pm, 

St Johns Church, London Road Hook, 

RG27 9ED. Doors open at 3.30 for 

mulled wine and mince pies which is 

included in ticket price of £8. Under 

11s free of charge. This is a popular 

event with a selection of new and old 

carols and readings. Tickets are 

a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e  a t 

www.hookchoralsociety.org.uk, Trees 

Newsagent in Hook or ring 07957 

293641 or on the door.  
 

In addition, the choir will be singing at 

the  Barrett Homes Christmas event at 

Chapel Gate Basingstoke on 13th 

December (RG21 5TB, 5-7pm), our 

annual Pub Carol Crawl on Thursday 

19th December and at Heckfield 

Place, RG27 0LD on Christmas Eve (6-

6.30pm). We would invite people to 

come and listen to a selection of 

carols and celebrate the Christmas 

season in song. Full details on 

www.hookchoralsociety.org.uk. 
 

Louise Axton 
 

Loddon Vale Indoor 

Bowling Club 
Have you ever thought of playing 

indoor bowls? We promise you a warm 

welcome at Loddon Vale Indoor 

Bowling Club. For further information 

you can contact us at; Basingstoke 

Leisure Park, Churchill Way West, 

Basingstoke, RG22 6PG. Tel: (01256) 

3 5 6 5 0 7 ,  e - m a i l : 

info@loddonvaleibc.co.uk. 
 

This is an opportunity to enjoy some 

light healthy indoor exercise for all 

ages-and meet new friends; we hope 

you will join us. We have comfortable 

air conditioned premises with 

restaurant and bar. Open from 

10.00am to 10.30pm. We are a non-

profit making club. 
 

Kay Lillywhite 
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NWR 
Autumn seems to have turned to winter 

rather quickly so it is good that we have 

a full programme of topics to discuss 

and events and activities planned to 

keep us going. Five of our members 

enjoyed a short break in Valkenburg at 

the beginning of the month and a good 

time was had by all. Already looking 

forward to further short breaks in the 

future. Our November meeting was the 

nationwide telephone quiz that always 

has us scratching our heads and hoping 

to win the £100 prize. Our starter clue 

this year was: skirt foundation without 

the drink at the end. Will give you the 

answer next time! 
 

Philip Roth's The Human Stain is the 

book for this month’s read and the lunch 

group will be going to The Wellington 

Farm Shop. As Christmas will soon be 

upon us we will be having our annual 

festive lunch on 2nd December. 
 

If you are looking for something a little 

different, enjoy some lively conversation 

and a variety of activities to choose from 

then do come along and meet us. We 

usually meet in the afternoon in each 

others homes on the first Monday of the 

month. Our Lunch club meets at various 

venues on different days of the week 

and our book lovers meet 8pm every 4th 

Thursday. For more information about 

NWR do look at the website: nwr.org.uk 

or to find out about our group do get in 

touch. You can be sure of a warm 

welcome at any of our meetings so 

come and check us out with no 

obligation to join. Please contact: Sandie 

by email: sandra.tapping@gmail.com or 

telephone Karen Dann, tel: 01256 

328488. 
 

Diane Hope 

Lions Club  
We scored three strikes and two spares 

this month. Strike one was the 

performance at the British Legion by Ali 

Mac. What a brilliant group they are. 

Not only did our charity fund get a 

significant boost, but the band got two 

more bookings from attendees, and 

both our Club and the British Legion 

intend to include them in future 

programmes.  
 

Strike two was one of the members 

achieving octogenarian status for which 

she was showered with cards, flowers 

and jewellery which rendered her 

speechless. (Unfortunately this is too 

expensive an approach to use on some 

of the others).  
 

Strike three, we inducted a new 

member into the Club. She was first 

read the riot act (code of ethics) by the 

President and then welcomed by the 

whole Club. This welcome was 

redoubled when, at the end of the 

business meeting, she produced two 

beautiful homemade cheesecakes. 

(Truly the way to a Lion’s heart is 

through its stomach!) She has been a 

supporter for many years and we are 

delighted that she has now felt able to 

join us. 
 

Spare one was a bloke who came along 

to the meeting to look us over. But we 

doubt whether he’ll convert into a strike. 

Spare two was another bloke who got 

talking to our organisers when he 

brought old specs to our stall on World 

Sight Day. Our display showed not only 

how Lions across the world have 

contributed to the battle against 

blindness, but many of the other ways 

in which we in Basingstoke have served 

our local community. He joined us for a 

dinner meeting and will attend a 
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business meeting in November to see if 

we are as riotous as we appear. 
 

World Sight Day: Was very successful 

as usual, boosted by Breeze FM and 

Helping Hands for the Blind Community 

Radio who supported it throughout the 

day, and then Hampshire TV where our 

organizer, Ann Vicars, gave a very good 

talk on the work of both Lions 

International and the Basingstoke 

Lions. Even I learned something. 
 

Christmas Cash Collections: Given the 

weather conditions we normally 

encounter it is not surprising that these 

take their toll on the members. But we 

continue because it enables us to give 

a little extra to those organisations 

which are directly involved with the 

disadvantaged and elderly. The people 

of Basingstoke have always supported 

us very generously, and, should anyone 

feel able to offer us a 2 hour shift, 

please contact Baz Morgan at 

hathawaybaz@gmail.com who will 

probably be able to accommodate you. 

Many thanks. 
 

Melvin Jones Fellowship Award: This 

recognizes outstanding community 

service given by an individual member 

of Lions Clubs International. This month 

it was awarded to Denis White who has 

given 48 of his 97 years to the service 

of the people of Basingstoke. We 

celebrated (which is something at which 

we excel). Well done Denis! 
 

2020: We have a blank canvas! Any 

suggestions? 
 

Remember you too can help to make a 

difference to the lives of others by 

joining us via the website at 

www.basingstokelions.org.uk. 
 

Philip Wilson 

Anvil Arts 
December events: 

Wed 4, 7.30pm, The Haymarket 

The Wizard of Oz: Join Ballet Theatre UK as 

they follow the yellow brick road and 

discover the wonder of Oz. Set to a 

wonderful classical score, this family 

friendly production is the perfect way to 

introduce children to the world of ballet. 

Tickets: £23, under 25s and f/t students 

£20; under 12s £17 
 

Wed 4, 7.45pm, The Anvil 

The Sixteen at Christmas: One of the 

world’s great choral ensembles, The 

Sixteen, brings a special Christmas 

programme of carols and seasonal choral 

music to Basingstoke. Tickets: £37, £29; 

under 25s and f/t students £11. 
 

Thu 5, 7.30pm, The Haymarket 

The Chicago Blues Brothers: This tinsel-

tastic party production features a festive 

feast of Christmas music, blues, soul and 

Motown hits. Tickets: £27; under 14s £18 
 

Fri 6-Sun 8, 1.30pm, Sat & Sun, 10.30am, 

The Haymarket 

Dear Santa: Santa is determined to deliver 

the most fantastic Christmas present to 

Sarah, but he doesn't get it right straight 

away! Rod Campbell’s Dear Santa is an 

ideal introduction to theatre for those aged 

2 to 7 years old. Tickets: £15.50 
 

Wed 11, 7.30pm, The Haymarket 

Steeleye Span: The 50th Anniversary Tour. 

Steeleye Span, led as ever by Maddy Prior, 

mark this incredible milestone with a night 

of favourites plus songs from new album 

EST’D 1969. Tickets: £27 
 

Thu 12 Dec to Sun 5 Jan, The Anvil 

Aladdin: Jump aboard the magic carpet 

and follow Aladdin, his hapless brother 

Wishee Washee, and their mother Widow 

Twankey, on a fearless quest to stop the 

evil Abanazar from ruling the world. The 

panto features magnificent scenery, live 



 

 

music, sensational special effects, 

beautiful costumes, lamp-fulls of laughter 

and an Aladdin’s cave of stupendous 

surprises. Tickets: start at £20 with 

concessions available 
 

Thu 12 Dec, 7.30pm, The Haymarket 

Bye Bye Baby: A Celebration of Frankie Valli 

& The Four Seasons. The journey of The 

Four Seasons through the sounds of one 

of the most successful vocal groups of all 

time - from the very beginning, to the disco 

era, and the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 

Tickets: £27.50 
 

Fri 13-Sat 14, 7.30pm, The Haymarket 

Abba Party Night: Renowned for their 

authentic voices, musical excellence and 

original costumes, this is a must see show 

for all Dancing Queens. Tickets: £29.50 
 

Wed 18, 7.30pm, The Haymarket 

Night Terrors: Spine-tingling tales of the 

supernatural from E.F. Benson’s brilliant 

collection of ghost stories, Night Terrors. 

Masterful storytelling from Gerard Logan 

will transport you to a darker, more sinister 

world where the unexpected and the 

unexplainable will intrigue and disturb. 

Suitable for ages 12 and over. Tickets: £19 
 

Thu 19, 7.30pm, The Haymarket 

The Lock In ‘Christmas Carol’: featuring the 

Demon Barbers. Enjoy festive live music, 

song and dance in a part gig, part dance 

show and part panto. It’s Christmas Eve 

and the regulars of The Olde Fighting 

Cocks are excited about the folk and hip-

hop dance party of the year! Tickets: £20 
 

Sat 21, 7.30pm, The Haymarket 

Buddy Holly & The Cricketers: Holly at 

Christmas. Tickets: £24 
 

Sun 22, 7.30pm, The Haymarket 

The Rat Pack Swinging Christmas Show: 

featuring special guest Charley Toulan as 

Marilyn Munroe. David Alacey (Lovejoy, 

Inspector Allan) stars as Frank Sinatra 

alongside Paul Drakeley (Strictly Come 

Dancing, Inside Out) as Dean Martin. They 

are joined by former EastEnders star Des 

Coleman as Sammy Davis Jnr. Tickets: 

£27.50 
 

Andrea Bath 
 

Christmas Carol Service 
You are invited to join us for our annual 

Christmas Carol Service at Basingstoke 

Crematorium will be held on Thursday, 

19th December, in the chapel at 

Basingstoke Crematorium, Manor Farm, 

RG25 2BA (telephone 01256 398783). 

Arrival drinks at 6.45p.m. The service 

begins at 7.15p.m. and we will be 

accompanied by members of the 

Salvation Army Band. We will be raising 

money for Sebastian's Action Trust. 
 

Helen McLean 
 

Autumn Leaves Sweeping 

Borough council crews are out and about 

sweeping leaves across the borough. 

Leaves are swept by Basingstoke and 

Deane Borough Council’s street 

cleansing team throughout the year, but 

in autumn and winter the leaf clearance 

schedule comes into force. From 

November 2019 to January 2020, the 

teams will be targeting different areas 

each day and this schedule is now 

available on the council’s website for 

residents to check. The dates may 

change due to adverse weather 

conditions, so please check the website 

for the latest information. 
 

Last year the teams collected over 900 

tonnes of leaves in 2018 through 

mechanical and manual sweeping. The 

full leaf clearance schedule can be found 

a t  w w w . b a s i n g s t o k e . g o v . u k /

leafclearance. Any issues with leaf fall 

can also be reported by calling the 
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Contact Centre on 01256 844844 or 

logging on to the council’s website. 
 

Amy Hawkins 
 

Four Lanes Infants School 
We have started a new topic in Year 2 on 

Travel and Transport. We have been 

thinking about sea travel and Christopher 

Columbus. He accidentally went the 

wrong way, he wanted to go to China but 

ended up in America and called the 

Native Americans, ‘Indians’. We made a 

timeline going from 1451 to 2019, with 

events such as the first hot air balloon, 

first aeroplane and the Titanic (learnt in 

Year 1). We have been learning to start 

programming on the computer. We are 

using Purple Mash. We had to make a 

fish move on the screen and made the 

bubbles go up and disappear. We had to 

sort out all the errors. Aaron said ”it is 

really easy to use”. In art we drew a self 

portrait, then our teacher copied 4 onto 

one page and then we used chalk, felt tip, 

oil pastel, colouring pencils to colour it, in 

the style of Andy Warhol. In maths we 

have been learning about adding and 

taking away 1 digit number from 2 digit 

numbers. Lastly we are rehearsing our 

play, ‘Children of the World’.  
 

Year 1 have been learning about Toys. 

They have read the book ‘Lost in the Toy 

Museum’ and have been looking at toys 

from the past. They have been making 

their own version of the story and are 

making their own toys ready for their Elf 

day! They have been learning about 

number bonds and have been practising 

their school play, ‘A miracle in Town’. 
 

In Year R they have been exploring colour 

and light, using torches, lights and 

mirrors. They thought about watching 

fireworks and made firework pictures 

using different materials. The children 

have been enjoying playing on the new 

astroturf in the Year R playground.  This 

week they have been thinking about anti 

bullying week and read the story ‘Monty 

the Manatee’ about his first day at school 

and the other sea creatures being unkind 

to him. The whole school have been 

thinking about how to look after everyone 

around us and be kind for anti bullying 

week.  
 

We hope you all have a merry Christmas 

and a happy New Year.  
 

James Hill and Aaron Smith 

 

Civil Service  

Retirement Fellowship 

The speaker this month was Pete Lemon 

from the Blue Lamp Trust’s Bobby 

Scheme which is a registered charity 

providing a free home safety and security 

survey to assess the work needed to 

make a home safe and secure for 

vulnerable and elderly people. They will, if 

necessary, fit door and window locks, spy 

holes, window alarms, door chains and 

smoke detectors, all free of charge. He 

explained that the charity is supported 

from their base in Eastleigh by the 

emergency services and here in North 

Hampshire by Motorola Solutions and 

went on to go through a number of 

important fire and security points that we 

should all be aware of.  
 

He covered internal and exterior security, 

the installation of smoke and carbon 

monoxide detectors, telephone scams, 

cold callers and internet scams. At the 

end of his talk he gave out leaflets 

summarising the scheme after which he 

answered a number of questions. Further 

information can be found at 

www.bluelamptrust.org.uk or by calling 

0300 777 0157. 
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The next meeting is on 4th December 

when we will be having our Christmas 

buffet with entertainment provided by 

Simon Williams and his Magic. The group 

meets on the first Wednesday of each 

month at Brookvale Village Hall from 

10am to 12 noon and all retired Civil 

Servants, their relatives and friends are 

welcome. Further details about the group 

and information about our trips can be 

o b t a i n e d  b y  c o n t a c t i n g 

csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com. 
 

David Cowling 
 

Nature Notes  
The colouring on the trees is different this 

year, possibly because of the amount of 

rain we have had. The maples gave some 

deep red leaves to start with, gradually 

changing to yellow, whereas the limes 

seemed to transform completely from 

green to gold overnight. On a particularly 

blustery day, I spent ages watching the 

golden leaves being blown around the 

road after having fallen during the night. 

(The dance of the golden pennies!) It is 

always fascinating watching the copper 

beeches in Thornhill Way change from 

bare twigs through pale green in spring to 

green and then standard copper all 

through summer, until yet another 

change of colour before piling up at the 

base of the tree. It is a versatile tree!  
 

The ivy was in blossom so the bees, 

wasps and flies were able to enjoy some 

nectar whilst the weather was fine. You 

may like to know that the ivy-shaped 

leaves are only on the younger parts of 

the plant. After growing for about twelve 

years the leaves become unlobed and 

the flowers appear. A virginia creeper 

from next door has spread over a dull 

evergreen tree in my garden and turned it 

a lovely crimson; the same shade as the 

cotoneaster. I have left the old stems on 

the shrubs and any herbaceous plants so 

the insects can hide away, although it 

looks untidy. It is wonderful how autumn 

can produce such colouring to help until 

the new life begins again.  
 

I regret that I discovered my last 

hedgehog squashed on the road at the 

side of my house. No wonder that there 

will not be any of these spiny animals left 

in 25 years. I shall put out some biscuits 

and water during the winter, hoping that 

at least one will appear in the spring. 
 

I discovered that it will be National Tree 

Week at the end of the month, with 

Planting Day on the 30th November. 

What shall I plant?  
 

Ginny Wright 

ginny.wright24@gmail.com, 479562 
 

Council Budget Consultation  
Basingstoke Council would like to hear 

your views on its draft Council Plan to 

ensure the borough continues to be a 

great place to live over the next four years 

and budget proposals to support this. The 

draft Council Plan for 2020 to 2024 sets 

the key priorities for the council over the 

next four years and into the future. 
 

Proposals include a £5 average increase 

for the borough’s part of the council tax 

and a 3% average increase in fees and 

charges to help pay for the cost of 

optional services the council offers. To 

g i v e  y o u r  v i e w s  g o  t o 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/priorities. 

Feedback from the consultation, which 

r u n s  u n t i l  W e d  1  J a n  a t 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/priorities, will be 

considered before final decisions are 

taken at a Council meeting in February.  
 

Jessica Bave 
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
Hampshire County Council 

is undertaking a radical 

review of how waste is 

managed in Hampshire to 

improve recycling and save 

costs.  
 

At a meeting in early 

November changes to the 

waste system were 

discussed as part of a 

financial strategy designed 

to meet an anticipated 

£80 mil l ion budget 

shortfall by April 2021.  

The shortfall is due to 

rising costs and inflation, 

growing demand for 

council services such as 

social care from an ageing 

population, and higher 

numbers of vulnerable 

children needing care.   
 

By looking at Hampshire’s 

approach to waste as a 

whole, HCC aim to boost 

recycling performance and 

improve waste collection to 

ensure that waste and 

recycling in Hampshire are 

env i ronmenta l ly  and 

economically sustainable. 
 

HCC is keen to see 

tangible progress working 

with Basingstoke DBC 

(responsible for kerbside 

collections) to agree a joint 

way forward.  
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Website: elainestill.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Borough Councillor  

Laura Edwards 
Last month, I visited the Serco 

depot, off Wade Road. My day 

started at 6am and the visit 

included a tour of the site, an 

inspection of the vehicles and 

most importantly getting out 

and about with the site crews. 
 

My three key learnings from 

the visit were: 

-The quickest way to report 

your missed bin and get it 

emptied is to call the council 

call centre (not me!) on 01256 

844844. The issue is logged 

immediately, and the contact 

centre send a message to the 

crews to return to the area 

when possible. 

-The teams have a supervisor 

who drives around the delivery 

zone in his electric vehicle. He 

carries out regular and random 

checks on the crew’s welfare, 

check things are being done 

correctly and support with any 

issues.  

-One of the oddest things they 

have found in a bin, is a car 

engine.  
 

I was really impressed by the 

team’s hard work and want to 

improve the service. I know we 

have had a few problems, but 

feedback is telling me things 

are getting better. I will be 

working with Serco and the 

council to keep improving the 

service. Any comments or 

questions – let me know! 
 

I hope you all have a wonderful 

Christmas and thank you for all 

your support this year. 
 

Laura Edwards 

Tel: 07999 120252 

Cllr.laura.edwards@basingstok

e.gov.uk 

Facebook: Chineham and 

Sherfield Park Councillor 

 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
I was very privileged on 7 

November to be invited to a 

‘Veterans Drop-in’ that was held 

at the Tesco Supermarket here in 

Chineham. The event was 

organised by Binfields Junior 

School and the Tesco Community 

Liaison Manager Julie Shepard, 

to bring the meaning of 

Remembrance Sunday to the 

present day Year 6 generation. 

We had a member of the Army 

Air Museum at Middle Wallop 

present who gave vivid accounts 

how military aviation evolved 

from WW l through WW ll to the 

present day with articles of 

clothing and models to bring the 

story to life for the children. The 

Veterans then recounted our own 

experiences that were all 

different and covered all 

branches of the Armed Forces; 

some of the places we had 

served were like a geography 

lesson to Year 6.  
 

The Children had been given a 

project to produce a journal telling 

the story of either of the two world 

wars and they proudly showed 

them off to us. I was extremely 

impressed at the high standard of 

work and I spotted some budding 

portrait artists and poets as the 

examples of both subjects was 

very high. A few of the poems, 

obviously written from the heart, 

were very poignant and proved 

that apart from the high quality of 

their content, a lot of thought was 

applied to produce this excellent 

work. 
 

Well done Year 6 and thank you 

to the Teachers involved and 

Julie for hosting the event. On 

that note, I wish everyone a 

Happy Christmas and have a 

Successful New Year in 2020 
 

Paul Miller 

Borough Councillor 

01256 467400 

07777 659022  

Cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov  
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Basingstoke Discovery Centre 

Adult  Talk/Events: 

Ascot Brewing Company: Beer tasting 

and talk, Fri 6th, 7-9pm (18+). This fun 

evening will allow you to taste a variety of 

Ascot Brewing Company’s beer. They will 

give you an insight into how the beer is 

created and what gives their brew their 

individual characteristics. Tickets: £8. 

Make Christmas Willow Decorations, Fri 

6th & 13th, 10am-1pm. Learn simple 

willow techniques and create charming 

Christmas decorations to take home. 

£10 for materials (payable to the tutor 

during the workshop). 

Metal Embossing: Christmas Gift 

Workshop, Sat 7th, 10am-4pm. Create 

gift pieces such as trinket boxes and 

cards with decorative metal embossing. 

Learn how to make metal embossed 

pieces and use paint and glass liners for 

added decoration - make a unique gift for 

Christmas! Tickets: £30. Plus an 

additional £5 for materials (payable to 

the tutor during the workshop). 

Scrooge: A Christmas Panto, Tues 17th, 

5:30-6:30pm. Hampshire Libraries 

presents Gerry Graham's adaptation of 'A 

Christmas Carol' which becomes 'Scrooge - 

A Christmas Panto' containing all the time-

honoured pantomime components, some 

well-chosen music, and a nifty twist or two 

in the story. This is guaranteed to appeal to 

all ages! Single ticket £10; adult+child 

ticket £17.50. 
 

Children Events: 

Festive Fun crafts, Sat 14th, 10am-

12pm. Come and join the festive fun with 

a Christmas inspired craft. Free. Tickets 

should be booked in advance, available 

from the Discovery Centre, booking line 

01256 478670 or www.hants.gov.uk/

shop/home. 
 

Scott Hyde 

Home-Start 

Volunteering Opportunity 
Home-Start are looking  for volunteers to 

help support children and their families 

within the community. Home-Start believes 

that children need a happy and secure 

childhood and that parents play the key 

role in giving their children a good start in 

life, to help them achieve their full 

potential.  
 

Our 1:1 volunteers and groups help to 

support the parent/child relationships by 

offering non-judgemental support and 

friendship.  The unique relationship which 

develops between a volunteer and a 

parent means our support can be exactly 

tailored to the needs of each family we 

visit. This voluntary work is unpaid, but is 

highly rewarding and out of pocket 

expenses will be reimbursed. Volunteers 

are required to attend a 40 hour 

preparation course spread over 7 weeks, 

starting January 2020 (dates TBC). 
 

If you are interested, please contact: 

Rucstall Community Centre, Holbein Close, 

RG21 3EX. Email: info@homestart-

nwhampshire.org.uk. Telephone: 01256 

325793. Visit the website: www.homestart

-nwhampshire.org.uk. 
 

Anna Chiappetta 
 

Chat Distributor Needed 

We are looking for a new Road Distributor 

to deliver copies of the Chat each month to 

1-21 Reading Road, Morris Rise and 

Jubilee Rise. If you can help with this vital 

task, please contact our Distribution 

C o o r d i n a t o r s  o n 

distribution@chinehamchat.com or call 

479594.  
 

Mike and Kathryn Price  
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Minister’s Message 
When In my rather unusual job, I have the 

privilege of spending time with people who 

have just lost a loved one. Through that I'm 

used to hearing bad news, sad stories, 

and walking with people through those 

sudden 'dark valleys'. Despite this, 

perhaps the saddest thing I've heard this 

year was recently at the Chineham Centre. 

There, in a shop queue, I heard a small 

boy say to a friend, "...if I can do that, then I 

hope my mum will finally be proud of me." I 

hope I heard him wrong, but I don't think 

so. I was upset for the boy, and I wondered 

what hurts he'd lived through. 
 

Many new parents report unexpectedly 

intense feelings and emotions in the first 

few hours and days of their new baby's life. 

The powerful instincts to look after them, 

as well as a new kind of love. This week I 

met a 4-day old baby, a tiny bundle asleep 

in the protective arms of her dad. She was 

clearly loved and cherished. Perhaps her 

parents had passed on their happy news 

saying, 'We are proud to announce...'? If 

you've been to any school play or 

production you'll recognise the 

nervousness on the faces of the parents 

and grandparents waiting for their child to 

perform. And the broad smiles of pride 

(and relief!) that normally break out. Of 

course no child is perfect; all need to know 

helpful boundaries and to know when they 

have gone crossed them. But to never 

hear words of encouragement, or words of 

pride in who they are and what they've 

achieved - isn't that tantamount to child 

abuse? 
 

At Christ Church in recent months we've 

been working on our welcome of children. 

We see many each week: up to 100 

children coming each week to our 

midweek Sparklers groups or various 

services. We wanted, though, to make 

them feel as welcome as the adults. So as 

well as our very well-appointed creche 

room, we have now provided pre-school 

and KS1 zones at the front of our worship 

area. (No hiding them away at the back!) 

We've also started fully including those 

who children who are ready into our 

celebration of the Lord's Supper (Holy 

Communion). All this flows from Jesus' 

command to 'Let the children come to me. 

Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of 

Heaven belongs to those who are like 

these children.' 
 

Some people sadly see God as a remote 

figure, the ultimate grumpy old man. This 

is a shame, as Christians' own experiences 

are very different. We get to know God and 

have a relationship with him, through 

Jesus, the human face of God, who 

became one of us at the first Christmas. At 

the start of Jesus' ministry he was baptised 

in the River Jordan, and God's voice came 

from heaven: 'you are my son whom I love; 

with you I am well pleased'. He knew God 

as a proud parent. Christians also know 

God's love and help and encouragement. 

And this is why Jesus taught his disciples 

that they could now call God 'Father'. This 

is why our church members call each 

other their 'church family'. 
 

You should soon get a Christmas card 

from us at Christ Church, which includes 

details of all our special events and 

services at Christmas, starting with the 

Christmas Tree Festival on Saturday 7th. 

You're invited, and welcome, whatever 

your age, ethnicity, orientation or religious 

background. As we remember the nativity 

and sing carols, perhaps you will get a new 

glimpse of the love of God the Father 

through Jesus the Son? This is the reason 

for the season! With seasons greetings, 
 

Jonathan Clark Lead Minister,  

Christ Church Chineham 
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Christ Church Activities 

Sunday services: We welcome all at our 9 

and 10.30am services. The 9am service 

is smaller and more reflective, using 

traditional hymns. At 10.30am we have a 

music band and groups for children and 

young people from 0-16.  

Prayer: If you would like to come and pray 

at the Church you would be most 

welcome. Our Prayer Room is open 

whenever the building is open you are 

welcome to drop in to sit and pray in 

silence, or if you would like someone to 

pray with or for you we can arrange that. 

We meet weekly to pray on alternate 

Sunday and Monday evenings; you would 

be most welcome to join us (please 

contact the office for details). We also 

have a regular Prayer Morning each 

Wednesday from 9.30-10am. 

Further information: if you would like to 

know more about the life and activities of 

Christ Church please drop in to see Gill in 

the office: Mon: 8-4, Tue: 9-12, Wed: 9-

12, Thu: 8-2.30, Fri: 8-4. See: 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk, 

email: hello@christchurchchineham. 

org.uk, phone: 01256 474280, 

f a c e b o o k / i n s t a g r a m : 

chr istchurchchineham,  twi t ter : 

@ccChineham. 
 

Christmas services and events: 

Sat 7th 10am-5pm, Christmas Tree 

Festival: Enjoy the spectacle of dozens of 

decorated trees from local community 

groups and businesses! Entry is free, and 

refreshments will be available. 

Mon 9th 3.45-5.15pm, Messy Church 

does Christingle: Prepare for Christmas 

with this messy and magical service for 

children and parents, with your own 

Christingle to take home. Free and 

includes a simple supper. 

Tues 10th 1pm, 123 Matinee Group 

Christmas Special: An afternoon of festive 

readings, carols and refreshments. Aimed 

at older friends, although all welcome. No 

charge. 

Tues 10th & Thurs 12th 10-11.30am, 

Sparklers Christmas Party: Come along 

for food, games and celebration at our 

Christmas party. 

Sun 15th 6pm, Chineham Carol Service: 

Singing some of our favourite carols, 

accompanied by our special Christmas 

Choir, we celebrate the birth of the Christ 

child. Mulled wine will be served 

afterwards. 

Tues 17th 12.30, Luncheon Club 

Christmas Special: A full Christmas 

dinner, plus Christmas entertainment. 

Tickets are £12; booking is essential 

through the church office (474280). 

Sun 22nd 4pm, Blue Christmas Service: 

A quiet and reflective celebration of 

Jesus’ coming, particularly for those who 

know pain or grief. Followed by 

refreshments. 

Mon 23rd 4pm, Crib Service: The children 

join in our re-telling of the Nativity. 

Tues 24th 11.15pm, Midnight Holy 

Communion: The first communion of 

Christmas. 

Weds 25th 10am, Christmas Family 

Celebration: A chance for young and old 

to celebrate Jesus’ birth in style together. 
 

Weekly Groups: 

Sparklers: Tues and Thurs, 10am to 

11.30am, in term-time, for pre-school 

children and parents/grandparents/

carers for free play, refreshments, games, 

stories from the Bible and songs. Each 

week there is a craft for the children to 

take home. We ask for £1.50 per child as 

a contribution towards the cost of 

refreshments. All enquiries to Katy Lowe 

at the church office. We encourage adults 

attending to help with setting up and 

clearing away if they are able to. 

Sparklers Christmas parties will be held 
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on Tue 10th and Thu 12th – normal time. 

Last session is Thu 19th, and resume on 

Tue 7th Jan. 

Coffee & Co: Mon 9.30-11.30am,  term 

time. Enjoy mouth-watering home-made 

cakes, fresh coffee from our friendly 

team, plus lots of toys for babies and tots.  

Swap Shop: No Swap Shop in Dec or Jan. 

The next one will be on Mon 3 Feb 9.30-

11.30am. 
 

This Month: 

Coffee, Chat & Craft Group: Tue 3 Dec, 

1.00-3.30pm. This group aims to provide 

an opportunity for people to come 

together to chat, have coffee or tea and 

cake and to do crafts, such as knitting 

and crochet, but if you just want to come 

for the coffee and chat you are more than 

welcome. For further info contact Martha 

c/o the Church Office. 

Merry Christingle: Mon 9 Dec 3.45-

5.45pm. Come and join us for Christmas 

crafts and celebration. This includes 

making your own Christingle and we'll 

explore what this means whilst 

celebrating Jesus, who was born into our 

world at Christmas. We'll sing carols, 

celebrate God's everlasting love and 

share a simple hot supper. 

 

Gill Godfrey 
 

Chineham Conservation Group 
2019-20 Woodland Working Season: 

We still have two more sessions to go 

before Christmas if you'd like to join us 

for some woodland management, tea/

coffee and mince pies in Guinea 

Copse?! We will meet at Mongers 

Piece on Sun 8th Dec and Sun 15th 

Dec at 10:00, working through until 

~12:30. Please wear clothes and 

boots suitable for the weather. All tools 

and thornproof gloves are provided.  

For more details of how you can help, 

or join one of our work parties, drop us 

an email to chinehamcg@gmail.com or 

s e e  w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

groups/13548227979/  
 

Helen Davies 

 

Crime Prevention Bulletin 
Connect to Support Hampshire is a 

website for adults in Hampshire 

created by Hampshire County Council. 

Its aim is to help you stay independent 

and to manage your own care. You can 

find local groups, activities and 

services within your community as well 

as formal care services. You can 

download the app version from Google 

Play or the Apple store. 

Fraudulent Snapchat Account: A 

S n a p c h a t  a c c o u n t  c a l l e d 

@freecashforu promised impossibly 

high returns for a £200 investment. Get 

Safe Online CEO Tony Neate said: "We 

are beginning to see a rise in these types 

of frauds taking place on social media so 

users need to be aware of the risks. We 

advise that you should never transfer 

money to someone you don't know as you 

have absolutely no protection if it turns 

out to be a fraud. In this case, the user 

has reported it to both Snapchat and 

Action Fraud which is the correct thing to 

do.” 

Action Fraud Update - Amazon Prime 

Scam: Action Fraud has received 

hundreds of reports of a scam where 

victims receive an automated  phone call 

claiming they’ve been charged for an 

Amazon Prime Subscription. The phone 

call informs people their personal details 

have been fraudulently used to subscribe 

to Amazon Prime, however they can 

cancel the transaction by pressing 1. 

When victims do this they are 
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automatically connected to criminals 

posing as Amazon customer service 

representatives, who remotely access 

their computer and steal their personal 

and financial details. Other variants of 

the crime involve victims being told they 

are due a refund for an unauthorised 

transaction on their Amazon account. 

What can you do to protect yourself? 

Action Fraud is reminding people to never 

install any software as a result of a cold 

call.  

New Hate Crime reporting app: 

Southampton’s Hate Crime Network and 

the Police and Crime Commissioner for 

Hampshire and the Isle of Wight have 

teamed up to make Southampton’s hate 

crime reporting app available to all 

Hampshire and Isle of Wight residents. 

The app, which is available to download 

on Google Play and Apple, allows its 

users to immediately report a hate crime 

to the nearest third-party reporting 

centre. Users can also use the app to 

learn more about what a hate crime is 

and the types of hate crimes that can 

occur. 

Number Plate Theft: The easiest way to 

change the identity of a stolen vehicle or 

avoid speeding tickets and parking 

tickets is to fit stolen number plates. How 

to protect your number plates: 

• If you can, park your car in a garage 

overnight.  

• Always use safe, well-lit public car 

parks  

• Consider using tamper proof screws 

(your local garage can offer assistance 

with this if required).  

Always report stolen/missing number 

plates straight away via 101 or report 

online and notify the DVLA.  
 

Hampshire Constabulary Crime 

Prevention Advisor 

 

Annual Christmas Concert 

Basingstoke Concert Band with special 

guests Basingstoke Area Youth Wind 

Training Orchestra present their 

Annual Christmas Concert. Come 

along to a sparkling afternoon of 

t r a d i t i o n a l  c a r o l s ,  m o d e r n 

arrangements and festive favourites. 

Enjoy a complimentary mince pie and 

drink during the interval. Sunday 15 

December at 3pm, at St Michael's 

Church, Basingstoke, RG21 7QW. 

Tickets: £10 (under 16s free), 

available from group members (BCB 

and BAYWTO), tel: 07503 881241, 

purchase on the door, or online at 

https://ticketlab.co.uk/event/id/3978 

(£10.70 including admin fee).  
 

Janet Howard 

 

Basingstoke Blues Club 

Basingstoke Blues Club in association with 

the Basingstoke Railway Social Club 

(Station Approach, RG21 5NB) presents 

Trafficker x1 on Saturday 14th December. 

Trafficker believe in composing their own 

original material and thrive in the 

importance of pushing their authentic 

music forward, whilst mixing it together 

with a handful of classic blues master 

pieces which are twisted into the modern, 

hard hitting sound that Trafficker deliver so 

effectively. 
 

All welcome - 8pm till late. £8 on the door. 

Licensed bar and low prices. Profits to 

Brain Tumour Research. 
 

Christine Nield 
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Pink Place Charity 

The Pink Place depends on donations 

and fundraising events to pay for the 

services it provides for adults affected 

by cancer. 
 

Some typical costs: 

£10 Specialist nail varnish (each) 

£15 Cancer-friendly massage oil 

£20 Paper couch roll for therapies 

£20 Gift bag of goodies for new guests 

£25 Extra discount on wigs 

£50 Set of printer cartridges 

£60 Heat, light and power for 1 month 

£100 Information Day lunches  

£100 Insurances per month  

£150 First Aid Training Course 
 

We are hugely indebted to our team of 

therapists and volunteers that give 

their time providing services for the 

charity but we still have training costs, 

insurances and specialist services we 

have to pay for. 
 

In addition we subsidise/fund many of 

our extra activities e.g. coach trips, 

specialist workshops, secondary 

cancer sessions, partner events. We 

are expanding our coverage with new 

services in Alton, and support for 

patients in Basingstoke, Winchester, 

Andover, Southampton and Frimley 

Park Hospitals, all of which have 

associated costs.  
 

Chineham Business Park Awareness: 

Thank you to all our volunteers that 

helped out at our recent networking 

awareness afternoons at Chineham 

Business Park. It was great to meet all 

that came along and had their pinky or 

piggy painted, played our human fruit 

machine game or purchased our 

delicious home made cakes! A big 

thanks also to Festival Street Kitchen 

and Hermona’s Taco Truck who 

provided delicious paella and tacos for 

the lunch time crowd. We managed to 

raise awareness of our charity and 

£297 that will go towards services and 

equipment for those affected by 

cancer in our community. 
 

Natasha Walsh 

 

Santa Is Coming To Town 
A brand new Santa float, built by the 

Rotary Club of Basingstoke will be 

coming to a street near you in the first 

two weeks of December. On weekdays 

with effect from Monday 9th and 

Monday 16th December the Santa 

float will be visiting the Basingstoke 

area as shown below.  
 

Raising monies for local charities and 

giving children a thrill as well as giving 

all the family a Christmas sight and 

entertaining them with traditional 

carols the Basingstoke Rotary Santa 

float will be out and about between 

6.00 and 8.00pm. 
 

- Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th in 

Oakley. 

- Wednesday 11th in Hatch Warren. 

- Thursday 12th in Oakridge. 

- Friday 13th Chineham. 

- Monday 16th in Hatch Warren. 

- Tuesday 17th in Lychpit. 

- Wednesday 18th in Popley. 

- Thursday 19th in Lychpit. 

- Friday 20th in Chineham. 
 

Make a note – don’t miss this 

Christmas cheer. See our website at 

www.basingstoke.rotary1110.org. 
 

David Curtis 
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Four Lanes Community Centre 

Clerk to the Governing Body: 60 hours 

work per year, term time only. Approx. 

11 meetings per year, 5.30 or 6.30pm 

start, 2 hours per meeting. Please 

contact us for more information. 
 

Good Companions over 55s Group: Four 

Lanes Community Centre, 3rd Tuesday 

of every month. 
 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: for 

mums, dads, babies and pre-school 

children. Weds: 9.30—11.00am on-

going. £12.00 for 6 weeks or £2.50 per 

week on a drop-in basis. Please contact 

us to register your interest. 
 

Sama Karate: In the Junior Hall, Weds 

5.15-6.15pm. For more information 

contact the Regional Administrator on 

07759 615876. 
 

Pegasus Karate Club: Traditional Wado 

Ryu Karate for beginners and advanced 

students. Weds 7—9.00pm at Four 

Lanes Junior School. Contact: 07733 

410370. 
 

Zumba: Mondays: 7.30—8.30pm, 

Tuesdays: 7.00—8.00pm. £5.25 Mon 

and £6.00 Tues, pay as you go. Contact: 

Lisa (Mondays) 07884 267722. 
 

Clubbercise: Thursdays 8.00—8.45pm. 

Classes to be booked in advance on 

h t t p s : / / b o o k w h e n . c o m /

clubbercisewithaimee or www. 

facebook.com/clubbercisewithaimee. 
 

Summit Judo: Fridays 3.40-4.40pm. 

Contact Paul Hamilton, email 

info@summitjudo.co.uk or call 07917 

005862. 
 

Virginia Wyatt 

 

Linguatastic 
Each household in the UK has its own 

traditions when it comes to celebrating 

Christmas, but generally the main day is 

25th December. However, other countries 

do celebrate in other ways and on other 

days and we’d like to focus on Spain. 
 

Christmas starts earlier in Spain. On 22nd 

December, the Spanish Christmas lottery 

“El Gordo" ("the fat one") is drawn. It is the 

biggest and one of the oldest lottery in the 

world, having started in 1812. Tickets cost 

€200 each and tend to be bought by 

groups of 10, each buying a “decimo” for 

€20. Much of Spain comes to standstill 

for the big draw which is broadcast live on 

TV (with school children singing the 

numbers as they are drawn). Most people 

will attend Midnight Mass or 'La Misa Del 

Gallo' (The Mass of the Rooster) on 24th 

December. It is so-called because it is said 

that a rooster crowed the night that Jesus 

was born. Christmas Eve is known as 

Nochebuena and in the days before, 

children sometimes take part in 'piden el 

aguinaldo' where they sing carols, hoping 

to get some money from neighbours! 
 

Most families eat their main Christmas 

meal on Christmas Eve before the service. 

The traditional Spanish Christmas dinner 

used to be turkey stuffed with truffles, 

although nowadays people enjoy seafood, 

often lobster. Children do receive some 

presents on Christmas Day (which Papá 

Noel brought), but most are received at 

Epiphany on 6th January. 
 

On 28th December, it’s 'Día de los santos 

inocentes' ('Day of the Innocent Saints'), 

which is like April Fool’s Day. People try to 

trick each other into believing silly stories 

and jokes. If you trick someone, you can 

call them 'Inocente, inocente'. 
 

Fiona Biermann 
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Christmas Rubbish 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 

is urging residents to recycle more and try 

to waste less during this festive season. 

There is no limit to how much you can 

recycle. Any extra recycling can be put in 

cardboard boxes or clear sacks which are 

available from larger supermarkets and 

homeware stores. Leave the cardboard 

box or clear sacks filled with recycling and 

large, flattened cardboard boxes next to 

your recycling bin. Please remove the 

polystyrene and plastic packaging before 

leaving cardboard out.  
 

There are lots of items that can be 

recycled including cardboard packaging, 

paper, newspapers and magazines, food 

tins, drinks cans, aerosols and plastic 

bottles. Christmas wrapping paper cannot 

be recycled and needs to go into your 

black waste bin. Try wrapping presents 

with brown paper instead, it’s recyclable 

and can look beautiful when decorated. 

Christmas cards can be recycled but only 

if they do not contain glitter, ribbons or 

bows. If you’re unsure about what can 

and  can’ t  be  recyc led  v i s i t 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/recycle or call 

the council on 01256 844844.  
 

If you’re thinking of getting a real tree, you 

can recycle it at one of a number of drop 

off points across the borough between 

Thurs 2 and Sun 26 Jan. For the first time 

those people signed up to the Garden 

Waste service will be able to put their real 

Christmas trees out for collection with 

their fortnightly garden waste. Christmas 

trees over 6ft need to be cut in half and 

decorations must be removed from all 

trees. For more information visit 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/christmas-tree.   
 

This year bin collections will be affected 

over two weeks and, unless adverse 

weather affects bin rounds, collections 

should return to normal from Mon 13 

Jan.  
 

Normal collection/festive collection date                                                                                    

Mon 23 Dec          Mon 23 Dec 

Tue 24 Dec            Tue 24 Dec 

Wed 25 Dec           Fri 27 Dec 

Thu 26 Dec            Sat 28 Dec  

Fri 27 Dec               Mon 30 Dec 

Mon 30 Dec           Tue 31 Dec 

Tue 31 Dec             Thu 2 Jan  

Wed 1 Jan               Fri3 Jan 

Thu 2 Jan                Sat 4 Jan 

Fri 3 Jan                  Mon 6 Jan  

Mon 6 Jan               Tue 7 Jan  

Tue 7 Jan                Wed 8 Jan  

Wed 8 Jan              Thu 9 Jan  

Thu 9 Jan                Fri 10 Jan  

Fri 10 Jan                Sat 11 Jan 
 

Check your bin collection day on 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bincollections 

or call 01256 844844. 
 

Krissy Lloyd 
 

Chineham Village Club 

We are now into the busy Christmas 

period and the key dates for members 

of the club are as follows:-  
 

Mon 16 Dec:: Christmas bingo in lounge 

bar, commencing at 8pm. Big prizes to be 

won, mince pies to be eaten, crackers to 

be pulled, stupid hats to worn. This is an 

event for members only. 

Sat 21 Dec: Children's’ Xmas party in the 

community rooms, commencing at 1pm. 

We will entertain them, feed and water 

them and if they behave themselves, 

there will be a visit from Father Christmas. 

This is an event for members’ children 

only and tickets must be bought from the 

bar team by Friday 13th December. 

Tickets are £12 per child. 

Sun 22 Dec: Members’ Xmas draw, 

between 3-4pm. Some big cash prizes to 
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be won, but you must be in the club when 

the draw takes place to be in with a 

chance. 

Tues 24 Dec: Xmas Eve family disco, 6pm 

in the lounge bar. 

Wed 25 Dec: Pre-prandial drinks. We are 

open from 12.00 to 2.30. 

Sun 29 Dec: Members’ monthly draw, 

between 3-4pm 

Tues  31 Dec: New Year’s Eve disco in the 

lounge bar. Join us until the early hours 

for a New Year’s Eve celebration. Free 

entry for members, guests can be signed-

in at a cost of £10 per head. 
 

I would like to wish all of our members a 

very merry Christmas and a prosperous 

New Year. 
 

John Prince, Chairman 
 

Lack of cash! 
I have just returned from a shopping trip to 

Chineham where I have found that I now 

have no official way of obtaining cash as 

both the post office and the bank with its 2 

ATM machines have now closed. This 

means that I have to rely on the good will of 

the supermarkets to allow me to obtain 

cash from their tills when paying my bill. 

However the supermarkets are not banks 

and are already very busy with their own 

work without having to stop and obtain 

cash from their tills in order to assist their 

customers. 
 

I cannot fail to wonder why the companies 

involved have withdrawn this important 

service at almost the same time without 

apparently giving any thought to those of 

us who depend on this facility. The old 

disabled and infirm are now having to face 

making a journey into Basingstoke in order 

to find a post office which has not closed 

and an ATM machine which has not been 

shut down just to obtain cash and/or 

stamps.  

Perhaps during this current election 

campaign, some, if not all, of the 

candidates could take up this loss of 

facilities with the appropriate authorities.  
 

Paul Snape 
 

Basingstoke Gang Show 
Basingstoke Gang Show returns to The 

Haymarket for its 27th stunning, variety 

show spectacular with a production of 

classic to contemporary performances 

showcasing the very best of local talent in 

the Scout & Guide associations. 

Basingstoke Gang Show is recognised as 

the best-selling and longest running 

‘family variety show’ in our region and 

showcases an extremely talented cast.  
 

The 11 performances, many over 

February half term week 2020, will 

entertain audiences as you laugh out 

loud, tap your toes and sing along to the 

songs that you love at The Haymarket. 
 

Show dates: Thurs 13th to Sat 22nd 

February 2020 (excluding Sun 16th).   

Matinee performances: Sat 15th and 

22nd February. 

Ticket prices: Adults £20, children £14.  

Last night: Sat 22nd, all seats £21. 

Early Booking Discount: (book by 31st 

December 2019) to save £2 off each 

ticket by quoting code ‘BGS2020’ for 

performances on Thurs 13th, Mon 17th, 

Tues 18th February 2020. 

Group booking discount: £1 off each 

ticket for every 10 purchased before 31st 

January 2020. Discounts not available 

with online bookings. One discount only, 

per booking. Book tickets here: 

www.anvilarts.org.uk/whats-on/event/

basingstoke-gang-show-2020 or see 

www.basingstokegangshow.com. 
 

Suzanne Cox 
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Chineham Parish Council 
Village Agent: Parish Councillors were 

pleased to welcome Honor the new 

volunteer Village Agent for Chineham to the 

November Parish Council Meeting. Village 

Agents are local volunteers supported by 

Age Concern Hampshire to help people to 

find the services they need to stay living 

safely and independently at home. Honor 

is advertising her contact details at various 

locations around the Parish and they are 

also available from the Parish Council. 
 

Grants: Is your Group or Organisation 

planning anything for 2020? Do you have 

any plans for “VE Day 75” on 8th May 

2020 to celebrate & commemorate the 

75th anniversary of VE Day (next year’s 

early May Bank Holiday has been changed 

to Friday 8th May 2020)? Do you require 

any funding to assist with your plans? 

Section 137 of the Local Government Act 

1972 empowers the Parish Council to 

spend some of its money, subject to limits, 

on purposes that it considers to be "in the 

interests of, and will bring direct benefit to, 

their area, or any part of it, or all or some of 

its inhabitants." Grants under Section 137 

are only available to Groups or 

Organisations (personal applications 

cannot be considered) and any grant 

requests must be supported by a 

Chineham Parish Council Grant Application 

Form which is available to download from 

our website or by contacting the Clerk. The 

request must be from a Group or 

Organisation that supports or has a direct 

benefit to the residents of Chineham. 
 

Grit Bins: There are a number of blue or 

yellow bins filled with salt and/or grit for 

use in Chineham on public roads and 

pavements. They are not provided for 

private use. Residents can report that a bin 

requires refilling via the Hampshire County 

Council website www.hants.gov.uk. 

Alternatively, please contact the Parish 

Council with the location details and we will 

report it. 
 

May we take this opportunity to wish all 

residents a very Merry Christmas. The next 

Chineham Parish Council meeting will be 

held on 9 December. The Meeting starts at 

7.45pm and will take place in the 

Community Rooms at the Chineham 

Village Hall. If there is a Chineham issue 

you are concerned about, please contact 

the Clerk, Sally Jackson on 01256 

474500 or email clerk@chineham.gov.uk 

or the Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 

0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk during 

office hours only please. The Parish Council 

w e b s i t e  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Sally Jackson 
 

Basingstoke Ladies Choir 
Please come and join us for our 

Christmas Concert where we will perform 

a variety of festive songs as well as 

enjoying some traditional carol singing. 

We will also share our concert with "A 

Splash of Red" - a wonderful choir from 

Fairford, Gloucestershire. We shared a 

concert with them earlier in 2019 and 

could not wait to invite them to 

Basingstoke.  
 

The concert is on Saturday 14th 

December at All Saints Church, Southern 

Road, Basingstoke, RG21 3DX, at 7 pm. 

Tickets are £5 each and are available 

from Margaret Allen on 01256 325457 

or email magsbaz@ntlworld.com (some 

on the door). The concert will raise funds 

for BLC's chosen charity, Home Start 

North Hampshire who provide support to 

families of Basingstoke. 
 

Tracey Messer  
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Kids’ Chat! 
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www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk 
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