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April 2019 

Last year we surveyed the Chineham population to find out what people thought 

about the Chineham Chat (quick reminder: most people really liked it). As part of 

that, we also asked for comments or suggestions for things we could improve. 

There was a HUGE amount of comments, which have been painstakingly grouped 

and analysed. Some are not feasible at the current time for cost or space reasons 

(full colour...if only), but they have really made us think and we are having fun 

planning future content and tackling some of these ideas. Now we have Kirstie on 

board, this month I am delighted to say that we are introducing the Kid’s Chat, a 

page of colouring and puzzles for the littlest Chineham residents. See page 43 for 

an Easter-themed page. 

 

In addition, we would like to welcome aboard our new Webmaster, Holly Smith. 

Holly has some interesting ideas regarding the redevelopment of the Chat 

website, although we’ll be taking our time and making sure everything works well 

first! Don’t forget the pdfs of both editorial and advertising pages are already 

available at www.chinehamchat.com. Happy Easter everyone! 
 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved.  
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Chineham Village Club 

Our members will be delighted to know 

that it’s annual subscription renewal 

time. Letters will go out to annual 

members during the course of April and 

people have until the end of May to 

renew their membership. Prices are held 

at 2018 levels, so why not take 

advantage of this and take-out a five-year 

or life membership. 
 

Entertainment events for April are as 

follows:- 

Fri 5: We have live music in the lounge 

bar with Brian Ransom.  The 

entertainment will get underway at 

7.30pm and it will be busy, so get there 

early. 

Mon 8: Bingo in the lounge bar at 8pm 

 

John Prince, Chairman  

 

Chineham Village Hall 

AGM 2019 

The AGM of the Chineham Village Hall 

Management Committee was held on 

25th February 2019 when five existing 

members of the committee signed up 

for another year and a further five 

residents of Chineham attended the 

meeting and were voted onto the 

Committee. During the year we have 

had some resignations and the 

Committee expressed their thanks for 

the time and effort given by those 

Trustees, especially to John and Janet 

Chamberlain who filled the roles of 

Treasurer and Secretary for more than 

thirty years. We would also like to 

thank the new Members of the 

Committee for giving some of their 

time to the Community and for 

ensuring that the Village Hall 

amenities remain available for all. 
 

Chineham Village Hall Playing Field 

As the ground around the goalposts on 

the field had excessive wear and tear 

and could be considered a hazard, the 

area has now been repaired and 

fenced off.  It is important that the 

ground is left undisturbed for at least a 

couple of months for the grass to 

grow, so could we ask all residents to 

ensure no children (or adults!) attempt 

to play on the football pitch or 

anywhere near the goalposts.  

Hopefully by early summer we will 

have fully functioning goals again! 
 

On occasion we have been asked if it 

is okay to walk dogs on the field but, 

as the field is designated as a 

children's play area, unfortunately we 

cannot allow this. 
 

Easter School Holidays 

Easter will soon be here and during 

the school holidays there is often more 

availability in the halls when most 

children’s classes take a break. If you 

wish to use the halls during this time, 

contact details are shown below. 
 

Whether you are looking for a party 

venue, or wish to hold a regular class 

or a meeting, please contact our 

booking line on 07935 328172, send 

a n  e m a i l  t o  u s  a t  

chinehamvillagehall@gmail.com, or 

complete an enquiry form and check 

o n  r o o m  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a t 

www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk.  
 

Lynne Hughes 
 

Chineham Library 

Chineham has been very busy recently 

with extra activities including the Harry 

Potter night and the table-top sale. Harry 

Potter was particularly well supported. 

This month, in addition to the regular 

Saturday on 6th April at 10 – 12, there 
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will be extra activities linked with the 

Peter Rabbit visit to the shopping centre 

on 13th April. Final arrangements are still 

to be made, so do look out for these as it 

should be great fun. As usual, 

Construction Club will also take place that 

day, from 2 – 3.30pm. A busy day here!  
 

Regular activities for children follow 

their normal pattern, with rhymetimes 

on Tuesdays with under ones at 10am 

and over ones at 11am. Construction 

Club offering Lego available to play with 

takes place every Saturday, 2 – 

3.30pm. Code Club breaks for the 

Easter holiday, and a new session 

begins after this, for which you can 

contact the library for further details. 

Chatterbooks will meet as usual on 

18th April and 16th May, from 3.45 – 

4.45pm. Stay and Play will take place 

on 10th April from 10 – 11am, for 

mums and pre-school children. Watch 

out for extra Easter children’s activities 

in the holiday.  
 

Age Concern will break for the Easter 

holiday, and then return afterwards, with 

sessions for the over 50s to have one-on-

one computer sessions between 10 – 1 

on Wednesday mornings. Sessions are 

bookable through the local office on: 

01256 423874. This month the crime 

reading group and the general reading 

group will both meet on 27th April from 

10.30 - 11.30am. The creative writing 

group meets on the 4th April and the 3rd 

May from 5.30 – 7pm and new members 

are very welcome.  
 

For the latest information please check 

social media and we hope to see you in 

the library soon. The team wish you all an 

enjoyable Easter holiday. 
 

Cathy Foster 
 

Chineham WI 
I'm happy to report that our members 

enjoyed their visit to Cote Brasserie in 

Basingstoke last month. The lunch 

club are planning a return to The 

Wellington Arms soon. This will be their 

first visit since the premises were 

refurbished. The last time the lunch 

club visited was for their Christmas 

lunch in 2017, the day before the 

venue ceased trading prior to the 

renovations!   

 

Chineham WI are delighted to 

announce that we will be holding our 

annual plant and cake stall in 

Chineham Shopping Centre on 

Saturday, 18th May 2019 We hope 

you will come along and support us 

and take home some home made 

cakes (gluten-free options will be 

available) and/or home grown plants. 

The plants have all been grown in our 

own gardens, so you know they will 

thrive in Chineham soil! 

 

If our sample programme below 

appeals to you, why not come along to 

our meeting on Monday, 15 April at 

Christ Church, Reading Road, 

Chineham, RG24 8LT at 7:30 pm? 

We'd love to meet you. You're sure of a 

warm welcome and a fun evening!   

 

15 April: Canals 

20 May: Pudding & Pimms evening 

and AGM 

24 June: The Sewing Room 

 

We can't wait to meet you. Come and 

see what you've been missing!  
 

Pam Malcolm,  

Treasurer, Chineham WI 
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Divorce Recovery Workshop 

Have you or someone you know 

experienced the breakdown of a 

marriage or significant relationship, 

either recently or some time ago? In 

such a break up, people often 

experience the pain of a bereaved 

person with sometimes  the addition of 

other negative emotions such as 

anger, bitterness, loss of confidence 

etc. 
 

The Divorce Recovery Workshop is a 

registered charity and has been 

running in many locations nationally 

for over 25 years and twice a year in 

Basingstoke for over 20 years. 

Hundreds of people have been helped 

by attending the six 2 hour sessions 

covering these topics:- 
 

Is this really happening to me?  

Coping with your ex spouse. 

Assuming new responsibilities  

Family matters 

Letting go and forgiveness 

New relationships  
 

A DVD relating to these topics is 

watched and then confidential 

discussion in small groups is 

facilitated by members of the team 

who have all  exper ienced a 

relationship breakdown themselves 

and have found help by attending the 

workshop. This is a self help workshop 

which enables people to have a better 

understanding of what they are 

experiencing. It provides support from 

others in the same situation and 

assists in the process of recovery and 

readjustment. You can go through it or 

grow through it!  
 

The next workshop will be held in May  

at St Mary's Church, Eastrop. Our next 

workshop is being split over two 

weeks: 
 

Session 1 on Thurs eve May 16th 

Sessions 2 and 3 on Sat May 18th 

Session 4 on Thurs eve May 23rd 

Sessions 5 and 6 on Sat May 25th 
 

For more information go to 

www.drw.org.uk, contact Mary on 

01256 334022/07974 957433,  or 

email: cmaryharris@mypostofice.co.uk 

or Peter on 07753 332622, or email 

peteranddenise21@yahoo.co.uk. 
 

Mary Harris 

 

Old Basing Tennis Club 

The summer season of tennis has 

started! As the clocks spring forward, 

we can now enjoy some lighter 

evenings and club nights are now 

taking place every Tuesday and Friday 

from 6.00pm until dusk. If you would 

like to dust off your racket and join us 

please get in touch - we welcome new 

members! Contact details below. 
 

We shall be hosting a social evening at 

the club after club night on Friday 12th 

April and will soon be starting to 

organise our Summer Tournament. 

This summer we are entering five 

teams into the Basingstoke and 

District Tennis League, so we wish our 

teams luck in their matches. Junior 

coaching with JBTennis continues and 

adult coaching is also available. 

Please contact Ben and Jamie directly 

f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n : 

jbtennisacademy1@gmail.com. 
 

Email us at the following address: 

OBTC.Information@gmail.com, or visit 

our website: www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/

OldBasingTennisClub. We are also on 

Facebook and Instagram. 
 

Lynne Thomas (Chair) 
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Getting a council home  
You can apply for a home through your 

local council. They might also call it ‘social 

housing’. If your application is accepted, 

you’ll go on to a waiting list of people who 

need a council home. Your council will then 

prioritise applications based on who needs 

a home most urgently. The council’s 

allocations scheme will give details of who 

gets priority for homes in the area. 
 

Even if you get on the waiting list there’s no 

guarantee you’ll get a home. You could be 

offered a home owned by your local 

council or housing association. You might 

have to apply to some housing 

associations directly instead of through the 

council - ask your council if there are any 

near you. If your council has a long waiting 

list, they might ask if you want to apply for 

homes in other areas as well. You can be 

on several waiting lists at the same time 

and this might increase your chances of 

getting a home. 
 

Check if you can apply for a council home: 

You can apply if you’re a British citizen 

living in the UK. If you’re living abroad, 

you’ll need to move back to the UK and 

prove that you plan to stay before you can 

apply—this is called the ‘habitual 

residence’ test. Your local council will have 

its own rules on who can apply and who 

has priority for homes - this is called an 

‘allocation scheme’. Check your council’s 

website on GOV.UK to find out how it works 

in your area. 
 

You’ll probably need to: 

•be on a low income or not have a large 

amount of savings 

•have lived in the area for a number of 

years, or have a job or family there - this is 

called a ‘local connection’ 
 

Not all councils need you to have a local 

connection. If you’re thinking about moving 

to a different area, it’s worth checking the 

council’s website to see if you can apply. 

You also might be able to apply if you’ve 

lived in an area before. 
 

Need further information or help? Citizens 

Advice Basingstoke, (in Basingstoke 

Discovery Centre) can help you with 

queries on budgeting, benefits and debt, 

relationships, immigration, employment 

issues, and consumer rights. We operate a 

drop-in service 10-3.30 Mon to Fri (except 

Thu which is pre-booked appointments 

only) and Sat mornings 10-12. Wed 

evenings we are open until 6.30pm. The 

Advice Line number is 03444 111306. 

The website can be found at 

www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk. 

Online help from Citizens Advice can be 

found at www.citizensadvice.org.uk. 
 

Nicola Dale 

 

Priority Services Register 

This is a little known but invaluable service 

that all utilities companies offer, and is well 

worth recommending to anyone who may 

be vulnerable or need extra help. There are 

many benefits to joining the register, and 

each company maintains its own register. 

Bills can be presented in a format easier 

for the customer to read such as large 

print, braille, or in audio, and some 

companies have a British Sign Language 

service. 
 

The main aspect for crime prevention is 

that a password can be set up so that the 

customer knows they have a genuine 

caller. It is a FREE service – and easy to 

register, but there is a small criteria for 

eligibility, of which vulnerability is one of 

them. Contact your utility provider for more 

information or visit www.ofgem.gov.uk.  
 

Hampshire Constabulary Crime Prevention 
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Gang Show 2020 
If you like to laugh, sing, dance or 

entertain then come along to the 

auditions for Basingstoke Gang Show. 

You will have a fun day with loads of 

great people and you will see why 

Basingstoke Gang Show is the longest 

running and ‘bestselling amateur show in 

Basingstoke’. We are gearing up for our 

27th Show to be performed at The 

Haymarket. Audiences will be 

entertained by the talents of our local 

Cubs, Guides, Scouts, Explorers and 

Young Leaders as the cast of 70 take to 

the stage across 11 performances in 

February 2020. 
 

The members of the Production team 

have been busy creating an array of 

numbers with wonderful choreography, 

sensational songs and hilarious sketches 

that make Basingstoke Gang Show fresh, 

relevant, edgy and fun, ready for the 

rehearsals that start in September 2019.  
 

Auditions for Basingstoke Gang Show 

2020 will take place at: The Costello 

School, 10am-4pm, on the following 

dates: 

Surnames A-L: Sunday 12th May 

Surnames M-Z: Sunday 19th May 
 

Auditions are open to all Scouts and 

Guides who will be 10.5 or over on 1st 

February 2020 and all Cubs who will be 

8 or over on 1st February 2020. Before 

you come to audition you will need to visit 

www.basingstokegangshow.com to 

ensure you have full details including 

location, what to wear and the ‘audition 

application form’ that you will need to 

bring. You can also look at Basingstoke 

Gang Show Facebook pages for more 

information. 
 

If you have a talent and are interested in 

volunteering for Basingstoke Gang Show 

2020 please get in touch! There’s a lot to 

do before we reach the theatre in 

February, from building scenery or 

making costumes. Basingstoke Gang 

Show needs YOU! Producer: Kirsty: 

kirsty.ruffell@googlemail.com, Chairman: 

harryedders@yahoo.com. We look 

forward to welcoming you to the 

auditions! 
 

Steven Edney  

 

Pre and Post Natal 

Exercise Classes  

Chineham-based Janet Walker is a 

local qualified and insured exercise 

instructor with 30+ years experience 

in the health and fitness industry. In 

December last year she qualified in 

the design and instruction of exercise 

classes, specifically for Pre and 

Postnatal (PPN) ladies.   
 

To help ladies feel good about 

themselves and prepare for birth, 

Janet is keen to offer specialised 

PPN exercise classes in and around 

Basingstoke. In order to arrange a 

suitable venue, she needs to know 

how many ladies would be interested 

in attending. To register your interest 

p l e a s e  s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o 

jangl@btinternet.com or a text to 

07540 975094 stating your name, 

contact details, stage of pregnancy 

(T1, T2, T3 or Postnatal) and the area 

where you live. 
 

Janet Walker 

 

Did you know?: The UK’s first 

chocolate egg was produced in 1873 

by Fry’s of Bristol.  

 

Did you know?: 76% of people eat the 

ears on chocolate bunnies first. 



 

 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre 

April Events: 

Hidden Basingstoke Walk: Basingstoke 

Churches, Tue 2, 10.30am, £5. Back by 

popular demand, Phil Howe and John 

Hopkins from Hidden Britain Tours will 

lead you on a walk through the town to 

explore parts that are often overlooked. 

Meet at the Information Desk in 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre and please 

dress for the weather.  
 

Raising the Roof on the Vyne. A talk by 

Wilf Hardy, Mon 29, 2pm, £4. Discover 

how the future of our local National Trust 

property, The Vyne, was secured by a 

£5.4m project to replace its roofs. 
 

Children’s Events: 

Easter Treasure trail, 8-22 Apr, ages 2-8, 

£1.50. Follow this treasure trail based on 

Peter Rabbit and some of his friends from 

the 23-original tales by Beatrix Potters.   
 

The Egg and the Easter Bunny Interactive 

Storytelling Workshop, Mon 8, 1.30pm 

and 3pm, £3.75, ages 2-6. Mrs ChitChat 

Chicken has asked the Easter Bunny to 

look after her egg, but when he falls 

asleep, the egg hatches and the new 

chick wanders off! Join Amanda from 

Merry-go-Round Storytelling for this fun 

Easter themed story full of music and 

movement and lots of make-believe! 

Parents/carers to remain with their child 

during the session.  
 

Design and Shake your Maraca!, Tue 9, 

10.30am-12 noon, £1.50. Come along 

for this fun drop in session. Decorate a 

small wooden maraca with a spring or 

Easter design, then take it home to create 

musical fun.  Suitable for children age 3+.  
 

Drama4all workshops, Wed 10, 10.30-

11am and 11.15-11.45am, £3, ages 4-8. 

Half hour workshops led by an 

experienced actor/drama teacher 

appearing in the role as Peter Pan. Using 

drama, dance and singing the children 

will be trained up as ‘Mermaids and 

Pirates’ and be taken on a thrilling voyage 

to Neverland. Parents/carers to remain 

with their child during the session. 
 

Storytime for Under 5s and parents/

carers, Fri 12, 10.30–11am, free. Come 

along for Easter stories and colouring.  
 

Quirks Animal Roadshow, Fri 12, 2pm, 

£5, for ages 4+. 1-hour animal handling 

workshop. Come along to meet some 

quirky animals from around the world at 

the Quirks’ Animal Roadshows workshop. 

You’ll have the opportunity to stroke and 

hold the animals as well as discovering 

lots of interesting facts about where they 

come from, what they eat and what 

makes them unique.  
 

Children’s Craft Activity, Sat 13, 10am–

12noon, free. Easter Craft and colouring fun.  
 

Animal Drawing Workshop - dynamic 

endangered animals in charcoal, Mon 15, 

2pm, £5, for ages 7+. Children’s 

workshop with local artist and teacher, 

Russell Bignold. Use charcoal, erasers 

and chalk to complete 2 sketches – an 

elephant and a tiger’s head and learn a 

technique to achieve life-like charcoal 

sketches. All materials provided. 
 

Spring Crafts, Tues 16, 10am–12 noon, 

free. Spring themed craft session, 

creating beautiful flowers from a variety of 

paper/card materials. A drop-in session 

for children of all ages.  
 

Learning in Libraries  

Get More from your iPad – one day 

course, Tue 2, 10am-4pm, £30. This one-

day course will help you get the most from 

your iPad, giving you a more in-depth 

knowledge of what you can do with it, 

including how to resolve problems. 
 

Scott Hyde 
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Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 

45 members and 2 visitors attended 

the group’s meeting on 6th March to 

hear Bejar from Coop Estate Planning 

give a talk on “Tax, Care and Toyboys”. 

The main emphasis of his presentation 

was to ensure that we knew how to do 

as much as possible to protect our 

assets and to make sure that on our 

death, they were passed on to those 

we wanted to have them. Using 

different scenarios he illustrated the 

effects of not making a will; when 

making one having it done in the 

correct manner; the levels of 

inheritance tax which would apply and 

how planning in advance would lessen 

the burden on those left to administer 

an estate. He covered the different 

types of property ownership available 

– joint, tenants-in-common and, 

d e p e n d i n g  o n  i n d i v i d u a l 

circumstances – the setting up of a 

trust, and he explained how these 

would af fect who gained an 

inheritance. In finishing he spoke 

about Power of Attorney and how 

having a funeral plan could guard 

against future rising costs. Following a 

question and answer session he spent 

some time seeing people on a 

personal basis. 
 

After this the Group held their AGM 

and the Chairman opened the meeting 

b y  we l coming everyone and 

commented on the help given to him 

by both the members of the committee 

and all the others who helped at the 

monthly meetings. This meant that the 

group had another successful year 

with a wide range of speakers and 

outings while still maintaining a steady 

membership and ensuring financial 

stability. The Secretary, Treasurer, 

Membership Secretary and Welfare 

Officer all gave their reports and the 

officers and committee members for 

the coming year were appointed. A 

resolution was then unanimously 

passed to apply a subscription 

supplement to offset the rising cost of 

hall hire and speakers, and the fact 

that there was no further funding from 

Head Office. 
 

Bookings are now being taken for the 

trips to the Bombay Sapphire Distillery 

and Hinton Ampner on Thursday 18th 

April and to Kew Palace and Garden 

on Wednesday 8th May. 
 

The next meeting is on 3rd April when 

the speaker will be Steve Herra on 

“the Body Through the Porthole”. The 

group meets on the first Wednesday of 

each month at Brookvale Village Hall 

from 10am to 12noon and all retired 

Civil Servants, their relatives and 

friends are welcome. Further details 

about the group and information about 

our trips can be obtained by contacting 

csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com. 

 

David Cowling 

 

Probus Club 
Experts advise that retirees maintain 

both physical and mental capacity. 

Probus Club member Alan May follows 

this with boyish enthusiasm. While he 

plays golf once a month and with his 

wife regularly enjoys ballroom dancing 

he told the members of the Probus 

Club of Basingstoke of his more 

cerebral  hobbies,  one being 

completely unexpected. 
 

Attendees at the Probus Club Spring 

Ladies’ lunches and Christmas dinners 
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are entertained by his pictorial and 

brain teaser quizzes. Clearly his 

interest in doing crosswords comes to 

the fore. 
 

A bi-lingual answerphone message 

indicates his wife has Belgian 

parentage. Several family trees 

displayed Alan’s expertise in genealogy 

from investigating the Kent side of his 

family to that of his in-laws in Belgium. 

In 2018 Alan and his wife were invited 

by the Belgian local council to a 

naming ceremony of a road containing 

her family name of Faes. 
 

A 1959 GCE “O” level in art was put to 

good use in retirement when he 

bought some watercolour paints. In 

the U3A he progressed from Beginners 

to Improvers concentrating on flowers 

and birds. “I enjoy the peace and quiet 

together with the calming effect and it 

is very relaxing. You meet others who 

are always willing to help and 

comment.”  
 

This artistic bent has comes in useful 

with his “secret hobby” of cross stitch. 

Usually a female pastime, his wife 

taught him to such a degree that he 

featured in the Cross Stitcher 

magazine. A regular cruiser he can 

often be found in the lounges with a 

small design. “I get a few raised 

eyebrows but I am too old to worry 

what people think. I bet they can’t do 

it!”  
 

Alan is a classic example following the 

expert advice that people should get 

out of their comfort zone and try 

s o m e t h i n g  n e w .  S e e 

www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com. 

 

Paul Flint 

 

Home-Start Barn Dance  
Grab your shoes and your dancing 

partner, Home-Start invites you all to 

thei r Barn Dance.  Wi th kind 

permission from Viscount Lymington, 

the dance will be held at Home Farm 

Barn, Farleigh Wallop, RG25 2HX on 

Saturday 18th May between 7.00–

11.30pm. There will be music 

performed by The Jigalots and a 

ploughman’s served at 7.30pm (over 

14s only). Wine and beer will be 

available to purchase.  
 

Home-Start is one of the leading family 

support charities in the UK. Home-

Start volunteers help and support 

families with young children and the 

challenges they face. Home-Start 

believes that children need a happy 

and secure childhood and that parents 

play the key role in this. Their 1:1 

volunteers and groups help to support 

the parent/child relationships by 

offering non-judgemental support and 

friendship. If you would like to learn 

more, please visit Home-Start's 

w e b s i t e :  w w w . h o m e s t a r t -

nwhampshire.org.uk 
 

Dance tickets are priced at £20 and 

c an  b e  rese rved  b y  emai l : 

info@homestartnwhampshire.org.uk or 

phone: 01256 405988. 
 

Anna Chiappetta 
 

Chat Distributor Needed 

We are seeking a new Road Distributor 

for Longstock Close, please get in 

touch if you would be able to take on 

this role.  

 

Mike & Kathryn Price  

distribution@chinehamchat.com, 

479594 
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
I would like to update you on the progress 

of Hampshire County Council’s highway 

improvements to the A33 corridor. 

Following successful improvements to 

Ringway, Crockford and Binfields 

roundabouts, our focus is now the 

junction of Thornhill Way. 
 

Works commenced on 11 February and 

are progressing well. Preparatory works 

to enable widening are complete on one 

side of Thornhill Way. The majority of A33 

resurfacing is also complete and the new 

traffic signal system is due to be 

installed. Widening works on the opposite 

side of Thornhill Way will follow, allowing 

the remaining resurfacing in a few weeks, 

with overall completion forecast in May. 
 

Recent operational issues regarding the 

temporary traffic signals were 

unfortunately the result of vandalism. Our 

contractors have now increased security 

and surveillance, but we would like to 

request residents to be vigilant and 

report any issues to 0300 555 1388. For 

further information on scheme progress 

or to provide feedback, please visit the 

website at www.hants.gov.uk/transport/

t r a n s p o r t s c h e m e s /

a33thornhillwayjunction. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Website: elainestill.com 

 

Did you know?: According to a recent 

survey the average child in the UK 

receives 8 Easter Eggs every year. 

 

Did you know?: The traditional act of 

painting eggs is called Pysanka. 

Borough Councillor  

 

Exactly a year ago I acknowledged your 

concerns of the lengthy delays at the 

Chineham Medical Practice and described 

how your Councillors were striving to try to 

resolve these issues. Recently, I have 

been in close contact the head of the 

Practice and we are formally drafting a 

requirements document to submit to both 

the Clinical Commissioning Group and 

HCC so that a suitable alternative site can 

be sought. As we are all aware, the 

present site is too constrained to expand 

the building any further and the ever 

increasing patient numbers put pressure 

on car parking every day. That said, the 

NHS has recognised that Primary and 

Community healthcare in the wider sense 

will mean expansion of current facilities 

and this is why, at last, we are hopefully 

initiating the process to move an 

improvement in the medical facilities 

within Chineham. This is all part of the 

new NHS five year initiative to provide a 

wider range of efficient healthcare from 

within and to local communities. You will 

be hearing more on this in the very near 

future. 
 

The issue with the outages on the 

temporary traffic lights at Thornhill Way/

A33 have been resolved that were caused 

initially by vandalism over a weekend and 

subsequently by intermittent equipment 

faults and replacements have now been 

installed.  
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with 

any questions or concerns you may have 

and I will try to answer or address them for 

you. 
 

Paul Miller 

Borough Councillor 

01256 467400/07777 659022 



 

 

Four Lanes Infant School 

At Four Lanes Infant School we have had 

a few very busy weeks! We have had 

Book Week starting with a Bedtime Story 

event where children and parents came 

back into school in their pyjamas to listen 

to stories and have milk and biscuits. 

About half the school came to join in! 

During the week we had a competition to 

decorate a potato as our favourite book 

character. On Friday we had lots of 

exciting activities about the book we were 

looking at.  
 

This week it has been Multicultural week, 

we have been learning different 

languages from all over the world, from 

visitors coming in to talk to us and having 

visits from Persona Dolls from different 

countries. We have been reading books 

from different countries and about 

different cultures. We also had an 

assembly from Linguatastic to teach us 

French. We have learnt that we are all 

special and we have things that are the 

same and are different from other people. 
 

In Year 2 we have been learning about 

the Pea and the Princess. We started by 

being wrapped up in groups in blankets to 

pretend to be a pea in a pod and coming 

out of the pod. We then wrote a diary 

pretending to be the pea, the journey 

from the pod, being put under the 20 

mattresses and feather beds under the 

Princess, to being put in the museum and 

the Prince and Princess getting married. 

In Science this term we have been doing 

experiments with cress. We were 

wondering if cress could survive without 

the right conditions. Plants need light, 

water and warmth. We planned our own 

experiments in twos to take away one of 

the things they needed. We planted two 

lots of cress and covered one with black 

paper and the other was in the classroom 

but both had water. The one with no light 

went yellow and was stinky and the other 

one grew well, was green and was less 

stinky. For the cress that didn’t have 

water, they didn’t grow, not even a little 

bit. People, animals and plants can’t 

survive without water.  
 

Year 1’s topic is the Titanic, they went to 

Sea City museum where they learnt lots 

of interesting facts. They have been 

writing about what happened to the 

Titanic and are making collages of the 

Titanic ready for a Titanic museum in 

school to share with their parents. They 

have been working on place value to 50, 

thinking about measuring height, weight 

and volume.  
 

In Year R they have had visitors in for their 

topic, People who help us. Sergeant 

Holmes came in, arrested Mrs Morrison 

and showed his police car. A nurse came 

in to tell them about what she does at 

work. They have been learning about 

number 10 and how to make 10 and one 

more and one less. In book week they 

wrote about their favourite character or 

book and voted for which book they 

wanted to listen to.  
 

Dolcie Green & Jackson Warner-Panchaud 
 

Quilt Show 

The Loddon Quilters are holding a Quilt 

Show on Thursday 16th May from 

10.30am – 4pm. Held at Sherfield 

Village Hall, Reading Road, Sherfield 

on Loddon RG27 0EZ, there will be 

refreshments, raffle and tombola. 

Entry is by donation, with all proceeds 

to The Ark Cancer Centre, Basingstoke 

and The British Lung Foundation. For 

further information please contact 

Barbara at bjpayne69@gmail.com. 
 

Barbara Payne 
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Minister’s Message 

"It's snowing!" I shouted excitedly, and 

quickly took a photo and messaged the 

rest of my family to see if they were 

enjoying the white and fluffy stuff as well. 

And we did enjoy it at first. Then the 

schools shut, which is fun for the younger 

generation, and those who can rearrange 

work. But soon it becomes a major 

nuisance when it blocked the M3 and 

diverted traffic through Basingstoke, which 

gridlocked. Not so fun either for the people 

unable to get out to the shops, when the 

compacted snow turned into ice sheets. 
 

Worse still, though, for the people who 

have no fixed address, the homeless, or 

'rough sleepers'. The more fortunate 

manage to sofa surf, but some were 

outdoors with no real shelter, and no 

source of heat. Enter the "Night Light" 

Winter Shelter, which has been running 

December to February the last few winters. 

The previous winter it moved venue to a 

different church building each night of the 

week, which was very hard work for its 

volunteers. This winter it was able to stay 

put in a building loaned by Basingstoke 

Community Churches for each day for 3 

months. The team did a fantastic job of 

making it a warm, well decorated and 

friendly place for its guests. As well 

providing a cooked evening meal, 

breakfast and vouchers for lunch, there 

were real beds and even some laptops to 

help the guests look for accommodation, 

search for work, or interact with the new 

Universal Credits. 
 

This winter 67 men and 13 women were 

referred to the Night Shelter, and about 45 

actually became guests. The majority of the 

women were fleeing some form of 

domestic violence, and 2 were pregnant. 

The majority of the guests and people 

referred have significant mental health 

needs. Perhaps the best statistic is that 22 

of these men and women were no longer 

sleeping on the streets. The volunteers tell 

stories of people gradually coming out of 

their shells, becoming healthier in body 

and mind, when they realised this was truly 

a safe space. The team reckon that over 

10,000 volunteer hours were given, the 

vast majority from across a dozen of the 

churches in and around Basingstoke. 
 

Local Christians will soon be celebrating 

Easter, remembering Jesus Christ's death 

and coming back to life three days later. 

We celebrate the new life that we know, as 

we are gradually transformed by God at 

work in our minds and spirits. It's no 

surprise to see that new richer life spilling 

out to others in practical love, like through 

the Night Shelter, and fuller life emerging 

there too. With the love and best wishes of 

all in the Christ Church family. We're 

praying that you know the peace and love 

of God this Easter season. 
 

Jonathan Clark, Lead Minister, Christ 

Church Chineham 
 

Christ Church Activities 

Sunday services: We welcome all at our 9 

and 10.30am services. The 9am service 

is smaller and more reflective, using 

traditional hymns. At 10.30am we have a 

music band and groups for children and 

young people from 0-16. Our next 

monthly All Age Worship service is on 

Sunday 31 March (Mothering Sunday). 

Sermons are recorded and available at 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk.  

Prayer: is there something you would like 

prayer for? Do let us know, contact 

details below. If you would like to come 

and pray at the Church you would be 

most welcome. Our Prayer Room is open 

whenever the building is open you are 

welcome to drop in to sit and pray in 
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silence, or if you would like someone to 

pray with or for you we can arrange that. 

We meet weekly to pray on alternate 

Sunday and Monday evenings; you would 

be most welcome to join us (please 

contact the office for details). 

Further information: if you'd like to know 

more about the life and activities please 

drop in to see Gill in the office: Mon: 8-4, 

Tue: 9-12, Wed: 9-12, Thu: 8-2.30, Fri: 8-

4 .  L ea rn  m ore  o r  c on ta c t : 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk, email: 

hello@christchurchchineham.org.uk, 

phone: 01256 474280, facebook/ 

instagram: christchurchchineham, twitter: 

@ccChineham. 

Special servies for April and Easter: 

Sunday 7: We are holding one joint 

service at 10am; this will be followed by 

the Annual Parish Council Meeting, where 

elections held for vacant posts on the 

Church Council. All are welcome although 

only those on the church electoral roll are 

eligible to vote. 

Maundy Thursday Meal and Service: 

Thursday 18, 7-8pm. Free, but booking 

essential. 

Good Friday: Friday 19, 2-2.45 Hot Cross 

Buns and tea/coffee. 3pm All Age 

Worship 

Easter Sunday: Come and praise God on 

the best day of the year! The 9am service 

is Holy Communion with hymns. The 

10.30 service is All-Age Communion with 

songs and is suitable for all the family.   
 

Weekly Groups: 

Sparklers: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

9.45am to 11.15am in term-time. This 

group is for pre-school children and their 

parents/grandparents/carers for free 

play, refreshments, games, stories from 

the Bible and songs. Each week there is a 

craft for the children to take home. We 

ask for £1 per child, as a contribution 

towards the cost of refreshments. All 

enquiries to Katy Lowe at the church 

office. 

Coffee & Co: Mondays, 9.30-11.30am, in 

term time. Enjoy mouth-watering home-

made cakes, freshly brewed coffee, from 

our friendly team, plus lots of toys for 

babies and tots. NB. Sparklers and 

Coffee and  Co will not meet during the 

weeks beginning 8th and 15th April, or on 

22nd April. 
 

This Month: 

Swap Shop of children’s goods: Monday 

1, 9.30-11.30am. Bring a toy, book or 

clothing in good condition and take 

something new home! Donations are 

given to Sebastian’s Action Trust. Contact 

Gill in the office if you would like to 

attend, 01256 474280 or email 

office@christchurchchineham.org.uk 

Messy Church: Monday 1, 3.45-5.30pm. 

This is a time of creativity, worship and 

food! We enjoy fun activities – this month 

will be all about Easter. As usual we will 

all share a meal together. Please advise 

any special dietary requirements so that 

we can cater for you. Carers must stay 

with their children. Free and everyone is 

welcome.     

123 Matinee Group: Tuesday 9, 1-3pm. 

This social/support group is aimed at 

“older friends” although everyone is 

welcome; no charge. You will find a warm 

welcome, plenty of people to chat with 

and there will be refreshments and a 

range of activities. We may be able to 

arrange a lift - just let us know if this is the 

case. If you are interested in coming 

along and/or helping you would be most 

welcome. 

Daytime Holy Communion: Tuesday 30, 

11am. A small friendly group of 

worshippers meets monthly to receive 

Holy Communion – all are welcome. And 

why not stay on afterwards for the Lunch 

club that follows Communion. 
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Luncheon Club: Tuesday 30, 12 noon. 

The cost is £5, children £3.00. A tasty 

home cooked two course meal and good 

company! No need to book but if you 

have any special dietary requirements 

please let us know. Also call us if you 

would like a lift as we may be able to 

arrange it.  Contact Jan Markey on 01256 

356829 or Gill at the office.  

Charity collections: we continue to collect 

stamps (new and used), postcards, 

spectacles, tools, tins and packets of 

food, and tops from supermarket milk 

bottles for charity. We also collect most 

items of men’s clothing and socks for the 

Camrose Centre for the homeless.  

Room hire: rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or regular basis. 

Contact us for details or look on our 

website. Prices start at £8.75 per hour 

(Community Rate) which includes use of 

the kitchen/snack bar where tea, coffee, 

sugar and squash are provided. Groups 

that regularly hire the church include 

Guides, Chineham Board Gamers and 

Bridge.  

Blood donation: The Blood Donor Service 

will be at Christ Church on Tuesday 30, 

there are afternoon and evening 

sessions. For more information or to 

make an appointment go to 

www.blood.gov.uk. 
 

Gill Godfrey 
 

Sunflower Celebration 

To mark the beginning of summer, St. 

Michael’s Hospice invite their supporters 

to create a field of sunflowers in their 

Hospice gardens to celebrate happy 

memories with their loved ones. 

Throughout June, the beautiful wooden 

sunflowers will be displayed, each 

bearing the name of someone special for 

whom a dedication has been made.  
 

On Sunday 9th June at 2pm, a blessing 

will be held within the Hospice grounds 

for all sunflowers on display. Following 

the service afternoon tea will be served 

and all guests are welcomed to collect 

their sunflower to take home and keep as 

a personal memento. 
 

Laura Hughes, Events Manager Hospice 

said, “The Sunflower Celebration marks 

the culmination of our sunflower appeal 

and is a wonderful way for families to 

remember the life of their loved ones. We 

hope to see as many people as possible 

and look forward to welcoming them to 

this special day. By donating to the 

Hospice through making a sunflower 

dedication, our supporters help us to 

continue to provide our specialist care to 

patients and their families facing life 

limiting illness in North Hampshire.” 
 

To remember a loved one by dedicating 

your  sunf lower,  please v i si t :  

www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk/events. 

For further information about the day, 

please contact the Events team at 

events@stmichaelshospice.org.uk or call 

0 1 2 5 6  8 4 8 8 4 8 .  T w i t t e r 

@smhbasingstoke and look out for 

#Sunflower Celebration. 
 

Jill Livermore 
 

Chineham Litter Pick 

After the success of last year's litter pick, 

the Chineham Community Noticeboard 

will once again be holding the Great 

Chineham Clean-Up on Sunday 5th May, 

from 10am to 3pm. In partnership with 

the Scouts, we will be hosting the event 

from the Scouts' Hall on Hanmore Road. 

Refreshments will be available in the hall 

around midday as well! For more 

information, please find the Chineham 

Community Noticeboard on Facebook. 
 

Mark Butler 
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Chineham Parish Council 

Ever thought of being a Parish 

Councillor? Just a reminder that 

nomination papers will need to be 

handed in to Basingstoke & Deane 

Borough Council by 4pm on 

Wednesday 3 April. If there are an 

insufficient number of valid candidates 

to fill all of the nine vacancies on the 

Parish Council, all those who have 

b een va l id l y nominated w i l l 

automatically be elected as councillors. 

If you require any more information 

please contact the Parish Clerk or 

Assistant Clerk using the contact 

details below. 
 

Annual Parish Assembly: All residents 

are invited to attend the Annual Parish 

Assembly which is scheduled for 25 

April at 7pm in the Community Rooms 

at the Chineham Village Hall. We are 

pleased to announce that a speaker 

from St. Michael’s Hospice will be 

attending to share their knowledge on 

the Hospice. Please refer to the Parish 

Council website and noticeboards for 

further details. 
 

Events: The Parish Council website has 

an “Events Calendar”, so if you would 

like to provide details of any events for 

Chineham residents we can include 

them. 
 

Defibrillator: Just a reminder that there 

is a publicly accessible defibrillator on 

the external wall at the Village Hall 

close to the Community Rooms. In the 

event that the equipment is required, 

the Operator will inform the 999 caller 

of the access code. 
 

Broadband: Hampshire County Council 

is rolling out superfast broadband 

across the region. It enables people to 

get internet speeds of 24Megabits per 

second or more – making streaming TV, 

working from home, online banking and 

shopping, and gaming a lot easier – to 

name just some of the benefits. Currently 

it’s available to 95% of the region, and 

that number is on target to reach 97.4% 

by the end of 2019. However, many 

people don’t know whether they can get 

superfast broadband or not, or believe it 

is more expensive than their current 

package – which is not always the case. 

Hampshire County Council’s role is to 

provide the infrastructure to enable as 

many people as possible to access 

superfast broadband (not to sell the 

service). There is a postcode checker that 

will tell you if it’s available where you live, 

and what to do next if you want to find 

the right package for you. You can also 

register with Hampshire County Council 

to be told when superfast broadband is 

coming to your area. Use the postcode 

checker to find out if you can get 

s u p e r f a s t  b r o a d b a n d  n o w : 

www.hampshiresuperfastbroadband.com

/myparish/. 
 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 8 April. The 

Meeting starts at 7.45pm and will take 

place in the Community Rooms at the 

Chineham Village Hall. The Parish Council 

is here to help the residents of 

Chineham, so if there is a Chineham 

issue you are concerned about, please 

feel free to contact the Clerk, Sally 

Jackson on 01256 474500 or email 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the Assistant 

Clerk, Julia Johnston on 01256 324345 

or email assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 

 

Sally Jackson 

31 



 

 

Anvil Arts  

April Events: 
 

Wed 2—Sat 6, 7.30pm, Thu & Sat 2pm, 

The Haymarket. 

Turn of the Screw: This new adaptation of 

Henry James’ tale, which was the original 

inspiration for Susan Hill’s The Woman in 

Black, is a masterclass in stage-craft, with 

captivating performances, deliciously 

atmospheric set and lighting design and 

an evocative soundtrack, starring Janet 

Dibley and Maggie McCarthy. Tickets: Tue

-Sat £29, 2pm £27.50; under 25s and f/

t students £15.50. Suitable for ages 14 

and over. 
 

Mon 7—Wed 9, 3pm, Mon & Tue 11am, 

The Haymarket. 

The Gruffalo, The Witch and The Warthog 

with Julia Donaldson: Following a sell-out 

season at last year’s Edinburgh Fringe 

Festival, the UK's best-selling author Julia 

Donaldson presents a show featuring six 

of her books, including The Gruffalo, The 

Ugly Five and the newly-released The 

Cook and the King. The cast of five, 

including Julia’s guitar-playing husband 

Malcolm, bring Julia's stories to life with 

songs, puppetry and a touch of magic. 

Tickets: £15.50. 
 

Wed 10, 7.45pm, The Anvil 

Philharmonia Orchestra: Herbert 

Blomstedt conducts the orchestra as they 

play Beethoven’s Symphony no 6 and 

Berlioz’s Symphonie fantastique. Tickets: 

£41, £37, £30, £23, £15; Under 25s 

and f/t students £11. 
 

Thu 11, 11.30am & 2pm, The Haymarket 

The Amazing Bubble Man: Louis Pearl 

has been thrilling audiences worldwide 

for over 30 years with the art, magic, 

science and fun of bubbles. Join him as 

he explores the breath-taking dynamics 

of bubbles, combining comedy and 

artistry with audience participation and 

enough spellbinding bubble tricks to keep 

everyone mesmerised. Tickets: £15; 

under 16s £13 
 

Fri 12, 7.45pm, The Haymarket 

China Crisis: China Crisis found major 

success in the 80s with their string of hit 

singles which include African White, 

Christian, Working with Fire and Steel, 

Black Man Ray, and Wishful Thinking. 

They will be performing these hits and 

more, alongside tracks from the new 

album, Autumn in the Neighbourhood. 

Tickets: £23 
 

Wed 17—Thu 18, 7.30pm, Thu 2pm, The 

Haymarket 

The Trials of Oscar Wilde: Following a sell-

out west End run, European Arts 

Company br ings th is bri l l iant 

dramatisation of the libel and criminal 

trials of Oscar Wilde, written by his 

grandson Merlin Holland. Tickets: Wed-

Thu £23, 2pm £21; under 25s and f/t 

students £12. Suitable for ages 14+. 
 

Wed 17, 8pm, The Forge 

Molly Tuttle: An award-winning virtuoso 

multi-instrumentalist and songwriter with 

a distinctive voice, Molly Tuttle has turned 

the heads of even the most seasoned 

industry professionals. Her lovely voice, 

impeccable guitar playing, and sensitive 

song writing make Molly Tuttle a star on 

the rise. Tickets: £16; under 16s and f/t 

students £14 
 

Wed 24, 7.45pm, The Forge 

Martin Carthy: For more than 50 years, 

Martin Carthy has been one of folk 

music's greatest innovators; one of its 

best loved, most enthusiastic and, at 

times, most quietly controversial of 

figures. His skill, stage presence and 

natural charm have won him many 

admirers, not only from within the folk 

scene, but also far beyond it. Tickets: 

£16; under 25s and f/t students £14 
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Thu 25, 7.30pm, The Anvil 

Back to the Future in Concert: Experience 

the thrill of Back to the Future like never 

before – on a big hi-def screen with a full 

symphony orchestra performing Alan 

Silvestri’s dazzling musical score live in 

sync with the movie. Audiences will also 

be in for an exclusive treat: approximately 

twenty minutes of music added by award-

winning composer Silvestri to the film’s 

score especially for the special live 

orchestra presentations. Tickets: £49, 

£38, £29; under 25s £19. PG certificate 
 

Sat 27, 8pm, The Anvil  

Paul Merton's Impro Chums: Paul Merton, 

Lee Simpson, Richard Vranch, Suki 

Webster ,  Mike McShane and 

accompanist Kirsty Newton are back on 

the road with another evening of mind-

blowing improvisation. Tickets: £26; over 

65s, under 16s and f/t students £24. 

Suitable for: ages 14 and over. 
 

Andrea Bath 

 

Fairy light city? 

Coming off the southbound M3 at J6 

and driving to the Chineham Village 

Hall you now pass through 18 sets of 

traffic lights, when a few years ago 

there were none. Absolutely ridiculous! 
 

Basingstoke was doughnut city; it is 

now becoming fairy light city. There is 

an argument for the lights on the 

Chineham roundabouts operating 

during peak times (7.30 to 9:30am 

and 3.30 to 6.30pm) but they are 

totally ineffective at other times, so 

why not set them to peak hour 

operation only. I am sure many 

residents are using other routes during 

off peak times to avoid the fairy lights.  
 

John Eifler 

 

Volunteering Opportunity 
Home-Start believes that children need 

a happy and secure childhood and that 

parents play the key role in giving their 

children a good start in life and helping 

them achieve their full potential. Our 

1:1 volunteers and groups help to 

support the parent/child relationships 

by offering non-judgemental support 

an d  f r i en d sh i p .  Th e  u n i q u e 

relationship which develops between a 

volunteer and a parent means our 

support can be exactly tailored to the 

needs of each family we visit.   
 

Volunteers say: "I just love the feeling I 

got on Xmas Day when my Homestart 

family texted me, knowing that I am 

making a difference to them”, “I was 

looking forward to the course but it 

was even better than I’d expected. 

Interesting views, lovely people and 

new friendships”. We need volunteers 

to support families in the community- 

YOU can make a difference to 

someone’s life. This voluntary work is 

unpaid but is highly rewarding and out 

of pocket expenses will be reimbursed. 

Volunteers are required to attend a 40 

hour preparation course spread over 7 

weeks which starts Tuesday 30th April 

9.30am-2.30pm!  
 

Interested? Pop in for an informal 

chat: Thursday 14th March between 

10 and 11.30am and Tuesday 26th 

March between 12pm-1.30pm at: 

Rucstall Community Centre, Holbein 

Close, RG21 3EX. Tea, coffee & cake 

will be provided! Or contact us on tel: 

0 1 2 5 6  3 2 5 7 9 3 ,  e m a i l : 

info@homestart-nwhampshire.org.uk, 

w e b s i t e :  w w w . h o m e s t a r t -

nwhampshire.org.uk. 

 

Anna Chiappetta 



 

 

National Garden Scheme 
 

The National Garden Scheme was 

founded in 1927, to fund the work of 

district nurses. Over 90 years on, our 

volunteers continue to raise money for 

a group of nursing & caring charities. 

These charities include Macmillan 

Cancer Support,  Marie Curie, 

Parkinson’s UK and still Queen’s 

Nursing Institute. To view more of our 

charities visit www.ngs.org.uk/

beneficiaries. 
 

Are you looking for somewhere to go 

over the Easter Break? Why not visit: 
 

Crawley Gardens, Winchester.  

This is an extremely pretty village, and 

you have the chance to visit three 

individual gardens on Good Friday 

19th April and Easter Monday 22nd 

April from 2 to 5.30pm. Admission 

£7.50, children free. Refreshments in 

the Village Hall. 

www. ng s. org. uk/f ind - a- g ard en/

garden17567  
 

Tylney Hall Hotel,  Rotherwick,  Hook. 

www. ng s. org. uk/f ind - a- g arden/

garden/11092 

Large garden of 66 acres with 

extensive woodlands and beautiful 

vista. Fine avenues of wellingtonias; 

rhododendrons and azaleas, Italian 

garden, lakes, large water and rock 

garden, dry stone walls originally 

designed with the assistance of 

Gertrude Jekyll. 

Open: 28th April: 10am to 4pm 

Admission: £5.00 children free 

Refreshments: Light refreshments in 

the Chestnut Suite from 12 noon 

Tylney has two other openings in May 

and June.  

 

 

Open by arrangement only: 

You can get ahead of the game with 

these two gardens which open starting 

with May and then July and August. 

Book early to avoid disappointment!  
 

Little Croft,  Fleet.  

(This is one of our new gardens for 

2019.) www.ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/

garden35917 

A garden with features inspired by 

Japanese garden design principles. 

There are 3 main Japanese style 

features; a pond and stream garden, a 

tea garden with stepping stone 

pathway leading to an arbour and a dry 

stone garden. 

Open: Whole of May 

Admission: £4.00 children free 

Refreshment: On request 

Group Size: 10 to 30 
 

Whispers, Dogmersfield, Hook  

(One not to miss, this is owned by a 

retired nurseryman and his wife.) 

www.ngs.org .uk:/f ind- a-garden/

garden/18789 

Come and discover new plants in this 

2 acre garden of manicured lawns 

surrounded by large borders of 

colourful shrubs, trees and long 

flowering perennials. Wild flower area, 

water storage system, greenhouse, 

kitchen garden and living sculptures. 

Spectacular waterfall cascades over 

large rock slabs and magically 

disappears below the terrace. A 

garden not to be missed. 

Open: July & August   

Admission: £6.00 children free 

Group Size: 20 plus 

 

Pat Beagley 

pat.beagley@ngs.org.uk 
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NWR 
The Chineham and Old Basing 

National Women’s Register (NWR) 

meet at 2pm on the first Monday of 

the month in the relaxed atmosphere 

of someone’s home. We also meet for 

lunch or trips to the cinema. Our 

Reading Group meet in the evening 

every 4th Thursday. The current book 

is State of Wonder by American author 

Ann Patchett.  
 

Our March meeting was “How Much 

Do We Know Each Other?” We each 

came with three statements about our 

self, two true and one false. Most 

statements seemed plausible so we 

had a hilarious time trying to guess 

which was the false statement, and 

then learning more about the true 

statements. We enjoyed talking about 

ourselves, and then going off at 

tangents so the meeting ran for much 

longer than usual. In April one of our 

members will lead the Group with a 

session on “Transactional Analysis: 

How do you communicate and are you 

in touch with your inner child?”  
 

NWR is a national group, so that as 

well as a local programme you can join 

day or weekend conferences. The 

National Conference will be in 

Plymouth in June, and there is a day 

conference in Nantwich in September 

to discuss internet, telephone and 

media safety in the digital age. Full 

details of the conferences and other 

NWR information can be found at 

nwr.org.uk. Not a member? You would 

receive a warm and friendly welcome 

to find out if NWR could be for you. For 

more information please phone Evelyn 

Jones on 01256 816636 or via 

evelyncjjones@hotmail.co.uk. 
 

Sandie Tapping 

Basing Singers 

Our Spring Concert is on Saturday 6th 

April at Old Basing Village Hall at 

7.30pm with guest artists Hannington 

Silver Band. The theme will be music 

from the shows and films and you are 

assured of an evening of musical 

delight. Tickets cost £7.00 for adults 

and just £1.00 for children under the 

age of 16, and will be available on the 

night at the door or by telephoning 

01256 460612. 
 

Ladies and gentlemen, if you thought 

you would like to sing with a choir, we 

would welcome new members, we 

meet each Wednesday evening from 

7.45pm to 9.45pm in St. Mary's Parish 

Room, Old Basing and it would be 

great to see you. 

 

Sue Wilson 

 

Hook Choral Society 

Hook Choral Society Spring Concert is 

on Saturday 13 April at 7.30pm, All 

Saints Church, Odiham RG29 1LZ. This 

will be a varied programme including 

Hayden’s Harmoniemesse, Rejoice in 

the Lamb by Britten and a selection of 

pieces by the choir’s patron Howard 

Goodall.  
 

The choir will be directed by Nicolas 

Woods and joined by 4 soloists. 

Tickets £12, family tickets for 2 adults 

and 2 children £20 or group tickets for 

4 or more adults £10 per head. 

T ic ke ts a re avai lab le onl in e 

(www.hookchoralsociety.org.uk), from 

Trees Newsagents in Hook or on the 

door. Any queries call 07957 293641. 

  

Louise Axton 

 

39 



 

 

Loft insulation scams 

Trading Standards and Hampshire 

Police have been receiving reports of 

companies which are actively cold 

calling on elderly residents, quite often 

using scare tactics and misinformation 

to pressure them to sign up for a loft 

insulation spray foam. This foam is 

totally unnecessary for homes, and the 

homeowner will be charged thousands 

of pounds. The people they target are 

not being advised of a cooling off 

period (14 days) or their consumer 

rights once they have signed up, and 

then contractors will turn up the very 

next day to do the work.  
 

Once the foam sets (like concrete) it 

traps moisture so the wood in the roof 

starts to rot, meaning the foam will 

need to be removed. Not only will the 

homeowner have paid thousands for 

the unnecessary work, they will then 

have to pay thousands to remove the 

foam, then pay again for repairs.  
 

These companies have websites and 

are registered on Companies House, 

but this is no means a confirmation 

that they are reputable. Trading 

Standards are investigating these 

companies, and have seen company 

directors jailed in the past. 
 

Our advice is to never buy at the front 

door, and never feel pressured to 

accept an appointment from someone 

who has telephoned you. Always seek 

the advice of a trusted friend, relative 

or neighbour, or if you have no one to 

ask, please call Hampshire Police on 

101 or the Citizens Advice Consumer 

Service on 03454 040506. 

 

Hampshire Constabulary Crime 

Prevention Advisors 

 

Linguatastic 

Once the UK leaves the EU, it will be illegal 

to speak English in any other European 

country, but the UK. 
 

April Fool! Ok, a bit risky to write an April 

Fool’s when it’s not guaranteed that you’ll 

be reading this on the morning of 1st April, 

but hopefully it drew your attention to this 

article! This month, we’re talking April Fool’s 

Day and how it is celebrated in different 

countries.   
 

In Ireland, it was traditional to give a ‘very 

important’ letter to an unsuspecting victim. 

They are asked to deliver it to a specific 

person. Upon reading the letter, this person 

sends the victim to deliver it to another 

person. After redelivering to a number of 

different people, the victim usually 

becomes suspicious and opens the letter 

themselves, to find that it contains 

something like “Don’t laugh and don’t 

smile, send the fool another mile”. 

Doubtless e-mail will have ended this! 
 

In France, Belgium and French-speaking 

areas of Switzerland and Canada, the 

tradition is known as “poisson d’avril”, in 

Italy as “pesce d'aprile” and in The 

Netherlands as “april vis”. These terms 

mean, "April fish” and the tradition is to 

sneakily stick a paper fish to someone’s 

back, which they will then unknowingly walk 

around wearing. In Greece, there are 

several beliefs around April Fool’s, such as 

if you can trick someone, you’ll have good 

luck all year long/a good year of crops. 

Another belief is that the water from rainfall 

on 1st April has healing abilities. 
 

Whatever your April Fool’s Day beliefs are, 

make sure you’re not branded a fool when 

visiting other countries and have a go at 

learning another language and customs! 

Email info@linguatastic.com. 
 

Fiona Biermann 
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www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk 
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