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September 2014 
Did I blink or was I on holiday? I can’t say I’ve noticed the effects of the ”deep 
clean” unless they were the ones responsible for the felling of what appeared a 
perfectly healthy mature oak tree. I know there was action at the other end of 
Chineham but I haven’t ventured that way for some time due in part to the very 
hot weather. Ginny Wright (Nature Notes—page 36) did not seem overly impressed 
with their efforts so perhaps we were lucky down at the Tesco end to have largely 
avoided their attentions. Still, it is a shame that some hedges are still growing well 
over the pavement and good regular litter clearance is an unfortunate necessity 
given the slovenly behaviour of many residents. Then there are the Tesco trolleys! 
 
It is interesting to read the thoughts of  Rebekah Moffat (Tired Chineham—page 
10) presumably written just before the “deep clean”. Hopefully many of her 
comments have now been addressed. However, though I haven’t checked, I’m 
sure the “walls” of Petty’s Brook still need repairing. If it’s left untouched it will 
only become a bigger and more expensive repair in the future. 
 
Dennis Clapp 

Please Note 
The views expressed in Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team do not ac-
cept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in Chineham Chat. Copyright on all 
original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 
September is a relatively quiet month 
on the entertainment front. However 
the following events will be taking 
place. 
 
Saturday 6: Fun Day. This is open to 
everyone and will be run in the field 
between the hours of 12.00 and 
18.00. We will be running a BBQ, 
Pimms and cider tent, bouncy castle, 
face painting and other events. The 
day is free and the club will be open to 
non-members. In the evening, at 
20.30 we will be entertained in the 
club by the group Bovvered so come 
along and make a day of it. 
 
Thursday 18: Senior Citizens’ Bingo & 
Lunch. Come and join us for some 
prize bingo, something to eat and a 
chat. You can also enjoy a couple of 
drinks as well. 
 
John Prince, Club Chairman 

 
Chineham Village Hall  

Well, we certainly did have a good 
summer, though at the time of writing 
the rain is pouring down!  We hope you 
took advantage of the playground and 
playing fields to keep the children 
amused, and that you all had great 
summer holidays. Our thanks to all of 
you for helping to keep the area clear 
of litter. 
 
The children will soon be back at 
school and all the regular activities for 
both pre-school and school children 
will return to the halls. The timetable 
for all these activities is shown on the 
noticeboard.  
 

Yoga classes: New timetable. Maria, 
our Yoga instructor has advised that 
after a short break for the summer, 
yoga classes will recommence on 
Thursday, 4 September with a new 
timetable as below: 
Beginners class: 6.45 - 7.45pm. The 
class will incorporate stretch and relax 
whilst introducing yoga postures.  
Intermediate class: (2 years regular 
practice) 8 - 9.30pm. 
Please contact Maria by email at 
maria@therealyouwithin.com, or by 
telephone: 07771 921185.  
 
Additional Zumba Classes: Rina, our 
Zumba instructor, is planning the 
following additional classes from 
September:   
Zumba for Kids aimed at 4-12 year 
olds  from 4.30 to 5.30pm on 
Tuesdays. 
Monday Morning Zumba class from 
9.30 to10.30am. For further details, 
please check the noticeboard or 
contact Rina on 07971 553658.  
 
Details of all the adult classes held in 
the halls can be found on the 
noticeboard. 
 
Anyone interested in hiring the halls 
for weddings, parties, etc. can find a 
list of FAQs on our website at 
www.chinehamvil lagehall .co.uk., 
where you can also enquire about 
availability. 
 
Lynne Hughes 
 
 

Did You Know? 
Pork is the most widely eaten meat. 
A giraffe can clean its ears with its 
50cm (20in) tongue. 
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Cycle Treasure Hunt 
The annual Chineham & Sherfield Park 
Neighbourhood Watch cycle treasure 
hunt will be taking place on Sunday 
14th September. 
 
Suitable for the whole family, whether 
you are 5 or 80 years old, or even 
somewhere in between. So come 
along for an afternoon of fun, fitness 
and fiendishly difficult (well - perhaps 
moderately difficult) questions 
complete with prizes for the most 
correct answers. 
 
But now the Health and Safety bit - we 
would prefer you have a cycle helmet 
and listen to what the marshals tell 
you. 
 
Starts between 2 & 2.30 pm at the 
Chineham Scout Hall on Hanmore  
Road, Chineham. Family entry £6,   
Adult £2, Child £1. 
  
For further details contact Chris Bale - 
327769 or Dave Spokes – 346027. 
 
Chris Bale  

 
 

Chineham Library 
Crime Reading Group: Returns on 
Saturday 27 September, 10.30 - 
11.30am. Pop into the library and get 
your copy of Hidden by Camilla 
Lackberg. Followed by Agatha Raisin 
and the Quiche of Death by M C 
Beaton in October. 
 
ChiPPs Reading Group: Children 
playing, adults chatting about books.  
This month is Wolf Hall by Hilary 
Mantel on Wednesday 17 September 
at 10 till 11 am. Followed by The 

Mystery of Mercy Close by Marian 
Keyes in October. New members very 
welcome. 
 
Over 50s Group: Join us as we hear 
from some guest speakers, share 
comments and thoughts, and have a 
chat.  Refreshments available. 
6 September - PAST 
4 October  -  PRESENT 
8 November - FUTURE 
 
B o o k  d i s p l a y s :  U s i n g  y o u r 
recommendations!  We would really 
appreciate your help in creating a 
series of differently themed displays. 
So please let us know which books 
have inspired or challenged you. 
 
As always please ask a member of 
staff for more details or email 
chineham.library@hants.gov.uk. 
 
Wendy Castle  
 
 

Stay Safe Campaign 
Neighbourhood & Home Watch 
Network (England and Wales) (NHWN) 
is a national charity and umbrella body 
which represents all Neighbourhood 
Watch and Home Watch members 
across England and Wales.  
 
NHWN has produced a booklet ‘Stay 
Safe’ that is full of helpful advice and 
guidance about keeping our homes 
and families safe. If you would like to 
k n o w  m o r e  p l e a s e  g o  t o 
www.ourwatch.org.uk or contact your 
local NHWN Co-ordinator. 
 
Nicky Wood 
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Picking Locks 
They say that 'technology moves on' 
and nowadays car thieves can hack 
into car computers and steal the car 
without causing it any damage. In 'the 
old days' they had to pick the locks of 
cars with their own massive set of 
keys, but not any longer.    
  
The crooks now use electronic kit to 
intercept the signals from modern key 
fobs. They can then access a car's 
computer remotely to trick it into 
unlocking the doors. These devices are 
on sale online, mainly on Bulgarian 
websites, while other websites offer 
tutorials for their use. Some vehicles 
can be stolen by this method in under 
10 seconds - especially if they have a 
'start/stop'  button inside (as 
opposed to putting the key into 
the ignition and turning it).  
  
Nearly 21,000 cars were stolen in 
London in 2013 this way. Scotland 
Yard said "Almost half were taken this 
way. Vehicles are becoming more 
sophisticated but so are criminals. " 
  
In the 'Mail Online' recently there was 
a report of a U.S. Defense Advanced 
Research Project Agency actually 
funding a 'hack' by security engineers 
who were able to hack the software 
inside the Toyota Prius and Ford 
Escape models to highlight the 
security risks affecting modern-days 
cars.  Car  manufacturers  are 
understood to now be taking hacking 
very seriously!  
  
The 'key fob hack' is where the hacker 
has managed to first capture the 
signal from the key fob and 
then extend its range with a 'radio 

repeater'. Other makes of cars that 
use the e-key now are Nissan, 
Mercedes, Jaguar, BMW and Land/
Range Rover. 
  
The main advice is to get and use a 
Crooklok—you know, those things that 
lock around the steering wheel that 
people used decades ago! They’re now 
also better than they were.   
 
Take care and stay safe 
  
Marian Adams 
 
 

Great Binfields Primary 
School  -  Open Mornings 

Is your child due to start school in 
September 2015? If so, we have 
arranged some Open Mornings on the 
following dates: 
           Wednesday 24 September 
          Tuesday 14 October 
          Thursday 13 November 
 
Tours will start at 9.30am and 
10.30am on each of the mornings. 
 
This is an opportunity to see our 
school at work and to talk to some of 
the pupils who will be conducting tours 
on these days.  Our Headteacher, Miss 
Jules Rogers, will be available to meet 
you and answer any questions you 
may have. 
 
If you would like to attend, please 
contact the school office on 01256 
460532 and we will be happy to book 
an appointment for you. 
 
Helen Worgan 
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Greening Campaign 
The Greening Chineham team is 
organising two events in Chineham as 
part of Basingstoke Green Week which 
runs Saturday 20 to 27 September. 
There will be a display in 
Chineham library in the week 
commencing 14 September 
where you will be able to find out 
about all the events taking place 
across Basingstoke. Look out 
also for information in the 
Basingstoke Gazette and on   
www.greeningchineham.hampshire.or
g.uk. 
 
The theme for greening events in 
Chineham is waste which seems apt 
as the problem of littering has been 
much on everyone’s mind in recent 
editions of the Chat. On Wednesday 
24 September the Chineham Big Litter 
Pick takes place and we hope that 
many of you will come and join us. If 
there is an area near where you live 
that needs clearing of litter let us know 
on the day. Join the team for a one 
hour litter pick, we are starting at 
10am and 5pm and meeting at 
Chineham Village Hall play ground. 
Gloves, bags and litter picking sticks 
will be provided. For more information 
telephone 07769 798979. 
 
On Friday 26 September at 7.30pm 
we will be showing the Jeremy Irons 
film ‘Trashed’. This is a feature length 
documentary which highlights the 
environmental problems caused by 
our waste. The venue is the 
Shaftesbury Room at Christ Church, 
Reading Road. Free tickets can be 
obtained at the library or by contacting 
us through the website or telephone 
07769 798979. Free refreshments 

and a discussion follow the film show. 
 
Good News! In the August edition of 
the Chat I wrote about the mixed 
plastics collection point in Lychpit and 
how sensible it would be to have one 

in Chineham too. The good news 
is that now there is a mixed 
plastics and tetrapak collection 
bin in Chineham Centre car park 
and I believe that this has come 
about as a result of local 
residents making it clear to Hart 
Waste Management and our local 

council that this is what residents 
want. Well done to everyone who 
made their views known and got this 
result. 
 
If you would like to find out more 
about our group come along to our 
next meeting on Tuesday 16 
September, call 07769 798979 for 
the venue or more information.  
 
Sue Juon 
 

Probus Club 
Longbridge Mill at Sherfield on Loddon 
was the venue for the annual pub 
lunch of the Probus Club of 
Basingstoke. A total of 34 members 
and wives/partners enjoyed a convivial 
lunch with good food and company. 
Two potential members were also 
present. 
 
The next social outing is planned to be 
on Sunday 28 September when the 
club will be going to the Kempton 
Steam Museum when one of the 
famous pumping engines will be 
running, together with a classic car 
and bike display. 

Paul Flint 
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Chineham Conservation 
Group 

After a couple of months off, 
Chineham Conservation are starting 
their work parties again in September. 
 
We’ll be starting the season off with 
pond clearing in Tollhouse Meadow, 
aiming to continue the work we 
started last autumn.  
 
This will be on Sunday 14 September, 
10am—1pm. Wellies are a must—be 
prepared to get wet and muddy! All 
other tools provided as well as drinks 
and biscuits. 
 
It was great to see some new faces in 
the spring and summer and everyone 
is welcome. There is no obligation to 
come to all work parties. 
 
For more information contact Helen on 
358048 or Ann on 07718 194207. 
 
Helen Haider 
 
 

“Tired” Chineham 
I was born and raised in Chineham, 
and although I have moved across 
town, I still have strong connections to 
the area as my parents still live here 
and I visit most days. I am aware that 
when you look back at nostalgic 
memories, they are always better than 
they actually were, yet I can't help be 
saddened at how tired and untidy 
Chineham is getting. 
 
Walking around the estate, its hard to 
ignore that the bushes are taking over, 
making the pathways single file. On 
many occasions my parents have to 

cut back the bushes en-route to Four 
Lanes school in order that the parents 
and children remain unscathed from 
the spiky tendrils waiting to latch on to 
an unsuspecting victim. Surely this is a 
matter for the council? 
 
It's also sad to see Petty’s Brook being 
swallowed up by the bushes. And 
where the walls of the brook are free 
from plants, they are crumbling down 
into the brook itself. Walking along the 
pathways next to the brook gives a 
sense of neglect. 
 
I know that the answer will be that the 
council do not have the funds to repair 
the brook, but has a request been 
made to give Chineham that bit of TLC 
it so needs? 
 
Rebekah Moffat 
 
 

Neighbours! 
My wife and I moved here 30 years 
ago to a small bungalow in Larkfield. 
Our adjacent “gardens” were just 
fields with no fences and the people in 
no 46 kept goats that just roamed. 
There were just a couple of 
dilapidated bungalows on the Reading 
Road (one unoccupied). 
 
The other day I decided to renovate 
my lean-to shed. I climbed up my 
ladder and in the garden of a recent 
owner there was a “hot bath” with a 
woman or girl in it, just about 2 feet 
from my fence. Their garden is about 
200 feet long. I was amazed to see 
what I saw, and the owner has to site 
this bath so near my fence. 
 
Jack Nangle 



 

 

Health Wealth and 
Happiness 

Forget the wealth - health and 
happiness are all your pet needs or 
wants. You provide the happiness by 
caring for them, giving them love and 
affection when demanded and a warm 
comfortable bed. Plus, of course, 
regular exercise for dogs. You also 
care for them through inoculations 
and other necessary visits to a 
veterinary surgeon.  
 

Possibly the most complex part of your 
caring role is feeding them. This can 
be a crucial element in the health and 
wellbeing of your pet. Feeding the right 
amount of the right food can improve 
the health and life of your pet, and 
possibly also increase lifespan. 
 

Husse have created a new generation 
of pet food that includes a variety of 
vitamins, minerals and supplements. 
Founded 25 years ago in Sweden and 
now sold in 40 countries, Husse use 
the finest ingredients to create a range 
of dry and wet foods good enough, 
they say, for humans to eat. 
Combining natural ingredients with 
neutraceuticals including green tea, l-
carnitine, omega 3+ and omega 6+ 
this food is free from artificial colours 
and additives. There are also products 
aimed at the growing problem of 
overweight pets and products that are 
wheat and gluten-free. Husse even 
tackle arthritis and joint problems with 
the addition of glucosamine and 
chondroitin. 
 
The high digestibility of Husse foods 
means that you don’t need to feed 
your pet so much, resulting in less 
coming out the other end – which is 
always good news! Prima Plus, one of 

the most popular products, requires 
only 225gms per day for a dog 
weighing 15kg with a normal activity 
level. The cost - just 36p per day.  
 
For more details, free samples or 
orders contact me by phoning 07912 
977715 or e-mail janet@husse.co.uk. 
Even better, I will delivery it free. 
 

Janet Mills 
 
 

Grease 
It is the ultimate High School story of 
teenage love lost and found and it has 
kept audiences tapping their feet and 
singing along since the Seventies.  
 
Now the youngsters of Limelight, the 
youth arm of BAOS (Basingstoke 
Amateur Operatic Society) are all set 
to bring the cool and confident Danny, 
sweet Sandy and the rest of the pupils 
of Rydell High School to life on stage 
a t  Q u e e n  M a r y ’ s  C o l l e g e . 
Performances are on Friday 31 
October (7.30p.m), Saturday 1 
November (2.30pm and 7.30pm) and 
Sunday 2 November (2.30pm). 
 
The Limelight Group now numbers 30 
members all aged between 13 and 17. 
Among them are Lydia Moynihan and 
Chloe Payne from the Chineham area. 
Experienced Director Richard Cox, also 
from Chineham, will inspire an 
electrifying performance for this, his 
first Limelight production.  
 
For more information, go to 
www.facebook.com/baos.limelight. 
T i c k e t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m 
www.baoslimelight.ticketsource.co.uk 
or by calling (01256) 763127.  
 

Karen Baldwin 
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Chineham Parish Council 
Deep Clean: Basingstoke & Deane 
Borough Council undertook a “deep 
clean” of Chineham during July.  The 
Street Care team worked hard to trim 
& cut back overgrown vegetation, 
cleared rubbish & generally made the 
parish look great.  Let’s keep it that 
way!   
 
Electric Blanket Safety Checks: 
Hampshire Trading Standards Service 
is holding an event at Basingstoke Fire 
Station on Wednesday 22 October to 
carry out safety checks on electric 
blankets. This service is being 
provided by appointment only.  If you 
are interested, please telephone 
01962 833358. 
 
Community Events: Details of 
community events can be added to the 
“Events” calendar on the Parish 
Council website.  Please let the Clerk 
or Assistant Clerk have the details. 
 
The next Chineham Parish Council 
meeting is to be held on 8 September.  
It starts at 7.45 pm in the Community 
Rooms at Chineham Village Hall (the 
public session will start at 7.50 pm). 
 
The Parish Council is here to help the 
residents of Chineham, so if there is a 
Chineham issue you are concerned 
about, please feel free to contact the 
Clerk, Sally Jackson on 01256 
4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 
clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 
Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 
0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 
assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 
during office hours only please.  The 
Parish Council website can be found at 
www.chineham.gov.uk. 

Anaerobic Digester 
In August’s Chat, Cllr Elaine Still 
advised that a Pre Application process 
is to be underway concerning a plan to 
treat 92 tonnes of solids and sludge 
sewage per day at North Chineham. 
The article was factual and also 
technical, but without an opinion on 
whether this is good for Chineham. 
 
I would like some further explanation 
please of the  proposal, and to know 1) 
what is the scale of this operation, 
relative to what we put up with now? 
2) is it safe? 3) what is it going to smell 
like? 4) does this system exist 
anywhere else and what has reaction 
been?. “The THP will act as a pre 
treatment stage for the sludge and will 
utilise saturated steam to thermically 
hydrolyse the sludge........ bio gas will 
be produced” doesn’t sound very 
reassuring to me. Nor does “the site 
will be operated 24/7.....and 23 HCV 
lorry loads a week”. We suffer some 
pretty awful fallout from the Chineham 
chimney as it is – how will Chineham 
North, and Taylors Farm,  be insulated 
from this new activity? 
 
Martyn Jones 
 
Cllr Still responds that she is waiting to 
be approached by the operator. 
 
A consultation process will take place 
and the operator is keen to hold a 
public meeting for residents and 
Parish Councils in the area. 
 
Residents will be notified of dates and 
times along with the Parish Council. 
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1st Chineham Scouts 
At our annual BBQ we celebrated 
another very successful year of 
scouting at 1st Chineham with Chief 
Scouts Awards presented in all 
sections. This year the young people 
have participated in games and sports, 
visits, competitions, community work, 
creative and scouting activities. Of 
course outdoor activities and camping 
have featured strongly this term. The 
Beavers had a sleepover at JJs play 
barn, the Cubs enjoyed three days of 
climbing, air rifles, assault courses and 
zip wire as well as performing very 
entertaining plays. 24 scouts camped 
in Sussex and enjoyed a packed week 
of high ropes courses, backwoods 
skills and archery. They demonstrated 
their team work and new found 
cooking skills – entertaining guests 
with a three course meal on the 
penultimate evening, as well as a very 
lively campfire. 
 
Our young people certainly lived up to 
the Scout law to make good use of 
time and be careful of possessions of 
property. Scouts make a promise to 
uphold the Scout Laws which include 
that they are to be trusted, and belong 
to the world wide family of scouts. Ably 
supported by the team of volunteer 
leaders, the young people of 1st 
Chineham can be proud that they have 
lived these values.  
 
If outdoor activities are of interest, and 
you can give a couple of hours a week 
developing our local young people, 
c o n t a c t  u s  a t 
1stChinehamscoutgroup@sky.com as 
we always need new leaders for each 
section. 
 
Peter Robinson, Group Scout Leader 

Borough Councillor  
Martin Biermann 

There have been a good many complaints 
about the recent resurfacing work along 
the A33. This is partly a question of the 
execution of the task, but also the quality 
of the outcome. 
 

The work should not be confused – 
although it seems to overlap – with the 
installation of a Toucan (light- controlled) 
crossing at the Binfields Roundabout. We 
shall clearly soon find out whether this is a 
good or potty undertaking. What is difficult 
to understand is that the county council is 
currently considering putting traffic lights 
on said roundabout, which will surely make 
the Toucan project rather misplaced. 
Again, time will tell. 
 

This whole subject leads one onto the 
question of coordination – or rather too 
often, lack of – between the various 
services. Most members of the public are 
unsure of how the responsibilities are 
shared between the borough and county 
councils. In truth, even councillors and 
council officers are sometimes in some 
confusion. 
 

It is partly for this reason that a body of 
opinion is growing within Basingstoke and 
Deane as to whether it might be prudent to 
seek "Unitary" status. This would mean a 
merging of many responsibilities and, 
certainly as I see it, much greater potential 
for improved efficiency, cost savings, and 
most importantly, enhanced local 
communication.  
And in the spirit of better communication, 
whilst I cannot offer any voice contact on 
mobile, I am happy to include (below) a 
contact number, but for text messages 
ONLY. Landline availability remains 
unchanged. 
 

Martin Biermann 
Tel: 01256 352434 
Text (only):  07900 780902 
cllr.m.biermann@basingstoke.gov.uk 
Facebook: Chineham Spotlight 
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County & Borough 
Councillor Elaine Still 

New Controlled Toucan Crossing on 
A33, Basingstoke. Work has already 
started on the new Toucan crossing on 
the A33 immediately north of the 
Binfields Roundabout at Chineham.  
 
I have been asked on numerous 
occasions to look at the safety of 
pedestrians, especially children 
crossing at this junction.  
 
Hampshire County Council is installing 
the controlled crossing to improve 
pedestrian safety along the A33. The 
paths leading up to the crossing will be 
widened to create space for 
pedestrians and cyclists to use the 
path, providing a safe route between 
homes and business, to the south of 
t h e  A 3 3 ,  w i t h  C h i n e h a m 
district  Centre and the nearby school.  
 
Hampshire County Council’s Executive 
Member for Economy, Transport and 
Environment,  Counci l lor  Seán 
Woodward, said “These improvements 
will improve accessibility for local 
residents to local facilities and make it 
safer for pedestrians and cyclists, 
especially the mobility impaired and 
children. While there will inevitably be 
some short term disruption during the 
construction of the scheme, this will 
be outweighed by the benefits to the 
community at Chineham once they are 
completed.”   
 
Elaine Still 
Tel: 01256 880926             
Mobile: 07747 862913 
cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 
 
 

Borough Councillor  
Paul Miller 

The Development Control Committee 
has decided to approve the application 
to build 9 residential dwellings at 
Hillacre just north of Fox’s Furlong. The 
Ward Councillors and the Parish 
Council have never objected to the 
principle of the development but the 
contentious issue has long been the 
positioning of the access road to the 
site. Approval has indicated that the 
access for the residents of Hillacre will 
route south into Fox’s Furlong despite 
our persistent objections.  
 
The even more contentious issue that 
has yet to be resolved is the access to 
Hillacre for all the associated 
construction traffic. This has long been 
indicated, although not confirmed, 
that this traffic would be routed via the 
A33 on a temporary basis during the 
construction phase due to the 
unsuitability of existing road structure 
of Stockbridge and Fox’s Furlong. The 
Planning Permission requires the 
developer to submit a Construction 
Method Statement for approval and it 
will be through the preparation of that 
Statement that we will strongly 
support that construction access will 
be via the A33. 
 
The work of the ‘Deep Cleaning” of 
Chineham by the Landscape section of 
BDBC may not have addressed all of 
our concerns, so if any resident has 
any additional concerns please 
contact me or the Parish Clerks. 
 

Paul Miller 
Tel: 01256 467400 
Mobile: 07777 659022 
cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  
 



 

 

Naomi House Needs You 
We are a local children’s Hospice that 
offers respite and palliative care. We 
cover 7 counties and Basingstoke is 
one of the towns that we have great 
support from. 
 
In the town centre we have a shop that 
is always busy and a great place to 
pop in for a chat and wander looking 
for bargains. We get some fantastic 
donations so it’s always worth a visit. 
Our other shop is in Chineham where 
there is plenty of free parking. The 
shop itself is very light and airy and big 
enough to have pieces of furniture  to 
sell 
 
Part of keeping the shop looking so 
great is down to our volunteers. That’s 
we where we need your help. We have 
lots of roles within the shops, from 
helping to sort the donations that 
come in, to helping on the shop floor 
or helping with the window displays.  
 
If you can spare a couple of hours to 
help this really worthwhile cause, then 
please pop into the shop or contact 
Lucy.Butcher@naomihouse.org.uk or 
01962 763711. 
 
Lucy Butcher 
 
 

A New Way to Volunteer! 
Basingstoke Voluntary Services is 
partnering with the North Hants 
Clinical Commissioning Group to 
develop a pilot project placing "Well-
being Guides" in 3 GP surgeries in 
Basingstoke, Alton and Hook. 
Volunteers will be placed in surgeries 
and receive referrals from GPs of 
patients who might benefit from 

additional community resources, such 
as social groups, support groups, 
access to other activities such as 
exercise groups or even volunteering. 
The idea is that GPs will have more 
time to work with patients medically, 
and the Well-being Volunteers will 
support them in other ways. 
 
Volunteers will receive training 
covering how to access information, 
signpost patients to access local 
groups and services that can assist 
them and offer support within 
professional boundaries. However, 
Well-being Guides will not become 
experts in specific health conditions 
and will not be expected to personally 
provide support.   
 
We are looking for warm friendly yet 
professional people with really good 
communication skills, who have a 
passion for making a constructive 
difference to people's long term 
health, and good IT skills too! You 
would need to be available for 2 – 6 
hours a week. 
 
If this volunteer role might interest 
you, or if you have any queries, please 
contact Sarah Robinson at the 
Volunteer Centre on 01256 423850 
or email vc@voluntaryservices.com. 
 
Sarah Robinson 
 
 

Did You Know? 
A snail has two pairs of tentacles on 
its head. One pair is longer than the 
other and houses the eyes. The 
shorter pair is used for smelling and 
feeling its way around.  (Some species 
of snail have only one pair of tentacles 
and have just one eye). 
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Minister’s message 
I am always amazed at people’s 
creativity. Today I was looking online at 
‘Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red’, 
which is an installation being created 
in the Tower of London’s dry moat. It 
will fill the moat with 888,246 ceramic 
poppies, each poppy representing a 
British or Colonial military fatality 
during World War One. 
 
Then recently we have had the 
opening and closing ceremonies for 
the Commonwealth Games which were 
just amazing feats of creativity. 
 
Such things make my eyes and mind 
boggle! But then I see creativity, albeit 
in smaller ways, in many places and 
not least in the church. 
 
At the end of July we took time in our 
services to reflect upon the start of 
WWI. There were displays of 
memorabilia but also a striking display 
involving 100 knitted poppies, burnt 
tree branches and barbed wire.  
 
A week later, and with something of a 
clash of gears, the church was turned, 
in part, into a jungle scene for a five 
week series of services based on ‘I’m 
a celebrity get me out of here’. We 
focused on five Kings from the Old 
Testament and, using various 
elements from the TV programme, 
including bush-tucker trials, learned 
about the kings and their relevance for 
today. It was pretty creative and great 
fun. 
 
Now we stand on the edge of another 
opportunity for people to display their 
creativity and that is the Village Show 
on 20 September. 

This is an opportunity for people to 
display their creativity in very different 
ways, be it flower arrangements, 
cakes, sweets, decorated spoons, 
photos, drawings and so on. There is a 
long list of opportunities for people to 
display their creative talents. I hope 
that people will take the time and 
effort to do so and then that many will 
come along on the day to look at the 
creativity on display. As we do I trust 
we will appreciate this great gift of God 
which adds such colour and vibrancy 
to our lives. 
 
Ian Bentley 
 Minister at Christ Church  
 
 

Christ & Community  
Church Activities 

W e l c o m e  t o  C h r i s t  C h u r c h 
Chineham! Have you ever been to 
service at Christ Church? If not, why 
not come and see what happens every 
Sunday morning? We have services at 
9am and 10.30am. The 9am service 
tends to be quieter and more 
reflective; at the 10.30am service we 
have a band with guitars and drums, 
and we also have groups for children 
and young people of all ages. There is 
no charge and all are welcome. During 
September our sermon series will be 
entit led “Growing together in 
Christ”. You can see a copy of our 
sermon programme with details of our 
serv ices  on  our  webs i te  a t 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk 
  
We will be holding a service of Holy 
Communion at Christ Church in the 
Club Room at Binfields’ Close on 
Thursday 25 September at 10am and 
also at Christ Church on Tuesday 30 
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September at 11am  – all welcome.   
  
The Prayer Room is open whenever the 
building is open – you are welcome to 
drop in to sit and pray in silence, or if 
you would like someone to pray with or 
for you we can arrange that. “Come 
and pray!” – we’ll be having a prayer 
meeting on Monday 22 September 
from 8-9pm. Do join us as we pray for 
our world, our community and our 
church.   
  
Coffee and Co, our Monday morning 
cafe, will be open every Monday from 
8 September from 9.30-11.30am for 
coffee and delicious cake! All 
welcome ... there are plenty of people 
to chat with, as well as toys and crafts 
for the children.   
  
Pre-school children and their parents/
carers are invited to join us at CCBBies 
every Thursday during term-time from 
10-11.15am as we learn about Jesus 
and the Bible together using stories, 
crafts and songs. Refreshments are 
served and there is no charge.   
  
Families are invited to join us at Messy 
Church on Monday 15 September as 
we learn about Jesus and the Bible in 
a messy and creative way – 
refreshments are served from 3.45pm 
so you can come straight from 
school. Activities begin at 4.15pm, 
supper is served at 5.15pm and it’s 
time to go home at 5.45pm. All 
welcome, no charge, although 
donations towards the cost of the food 
are gratefully received.  
  
Young people in year 6 upwards are 
invited to TGIF Youth Club every Friday 
from 8-9.30pm. We meet in the 

Wesley Hall and usual activities 
include Pool, Wii, crafts, table tennis 
and much more.  Bring along your £1 
entrance fee, plus extra cash for tuck 
and bring a friend too! 
  
There is no Kids’ Club in September – 
the next Kids’ Club will be on 11 
October.   
  
The Chineham Village Show will take 
place on Saturday 20 September at 
Christ Church. The show will open to 
the public at 3pm when cream teas 
a n d  r e f r e s h m e n t s  w i l l  b e 
available. Certif icates wil l  be 
presented at 4.30pm.  The schedule of 
classes includes fruit and vegetables, 
flowers, jams, cakes, photography 
(both “serious” and “casual”) and 
handicrafts as well as a range of 
classes for children. This year there 
will also be a class for organisations to 
enter a homemade scarecrow. It would 
be lovely to see as many people as 
possible taking part in this event for 
the community so get growing, 
stitching, trying out recipes and taking 
photographs now! Show schedules are 
available at Christ Church, as well as 
on www.christchurchchineham.org.uk. 
  
A tasty two course lunch will be served 
on Tuesday 30 September at 12noon 
– the cost is £4 for adults and £2 for 
children. Just turn up as there is no 
need to book! 
  
We continue to collect stamps, 
postcards, the tops from supermarket 
milk bottles, empty baby wipe packets, 
spectacles, bedding, men’s socks, 
used cartridges and tinned food for 
various charities – do contact us for 
details.   
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There is a range of rooms available for 
hire at Christ Church starting at £7.50 
per hour – take a look at our website 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk for 
details or drop in when the office is 
open (Monday to Thursday, 9.30am to 
2.30pm).  Regular groups hiring rooms 
include Willowdene Breakfast and 
After School Clubs, Brownies and 
Bridge, plus a range of University of 
the Third Age groups including 
P a t c h w o r k ,  M a h j o n g  a n d 
Environmental Science.   
  
If you would like to know anything 
about the life and activities of Christ 
Church please contact Ruth, our 
Administrator – 01256 474280/
admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk/
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk or 
drop in when the office is open.  You 
can also find out information about 
C h r i s t  C h u r c h  o n  o u r  
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk , at 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/
christchurchchineham) and follow us 
on Twitter @ccChineham.   
   
Community Church: You will find us at 
our regular home of Four Lanes Junior 
School. We are a relaxed group of 
about 80 people across the age 
ranges, who meet to worship God in a 
lively and contemporary way. You will 
find that we place a high value on the 
contribution of each person and love 
to make room for the variety of who 
each person is when we gather. We 
have many young people, who 
contribute a lot to our shared 
community. To find us come to Four 
Lanes Junior School for 10am on 
Sunday or check out the web site at 
www.bccnet.org.uk/east. You are 
welcome to visit us anytime or to find 

out more online. If you have a 
particular prayer request then you can 
send us a message via the website 
and we will pray for your situation. 
Alternatively you can make contact via 
our office on 01256 316000 and ask 
for Phil Norris.  
 
Ruth Randall 
 
 

Barn Dance 
Following the success of our last Barn 
Dance, the Basingstoke Loddon Rotary 
Club have decided to hold another one 
on Saturday 20 September at 
Cliddesden Village Hall, starting at 
7.30pm. 
  
The popular Bursleden Village Band 
will once again be joining us to ensure 
that the evening is fun and 
entertaining. 
 
The cost is just £12.50 per person and 
includes a super Ploughman's dinner. 
Any profits will go to Basingstoke Dial-A
-Ride who provide specialised 
transport for disabled and elderly 
people. 
 
Please contact John Bonner on 01256 
781783 to obtain your tickets.  
 
John Bonner 
 
 

Learn to Play Bridge 
If you’ve always thought you would like 
to learn to play bridge, but have just 
never got round to it; if you would like 
to try something new and challenging 
which opens up a wide new social 
circle for you and introduces you to a 
game that can be enjoyed at so many 
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different levels; if you played a little 
years ago, but have forgotten most of 
what you ever learned; if you’ve never 
even played cards before, but would 
like to see what it is all about: why not 
come along to Basingstoke Bridge 
Club on Tuesday 16 September at 
7.15 pm? We have been running 
classes for beginners for 5 years now, 
and every year some class members 
go on to become members of the club 
and most become as addicted to the 
game as the rest of us.  
 
Beginners’ classes take place on 
Tuesday evenings (7.15 to 10.00 pm) 
from September to July with various 
breaks for holidays. The cost is 
£60.00 for each of the three terms of 
ten lessons. The first of these 
evenings is entirely free. Each lesson 
comprises about 20-30 minutes 
teaching followed by lots of practice 
hands to play. You will receive notes 
every week, together with some 
homework to keep you up to speed. 
 
The club address is Maydene, 
Sherborne Road, Basingstoke RG21 
5TG. The course is run by Chris and 
Helen Kinloch.  
 
For more information see our web site  
www.basingstokebridgeclub.co.uk or 
telephone Chris and Helen on 01264 
333175. 
 
Helen Kinloch 
 
 

Linguatastic 
As a new academic year begins, we 
look forward to seeing our students 
again after the long summer break 
and welcoming some new faces.  

Our big social event this month is a 
Celebration of European Day of 
Languages. Open to all (whether 
involved with Linguatastic or not), the 
event is being held on Saturday 20 
September from 6.30pm at Christ 
Church, Reading Road, Chineham.  
There will be international food, a quiz, 
a raffle and multi-cultural dancing to 
watch and – if you so wish – join in.  
Tickets cost £25 per family (2 adults 
and 3 children) or £10 per adult and 
£5 per child and must be purchased in 
advance.  
 
For further information on this event or 
any of our children or adults’ classes, 
please e-mail info@linguatastic.com or 
telephone 01256 811100. 
 
Fiona Biermann 
 
 

Are you a computer whiz?  
Age Concern Hampshire is appealing 
for volunteer tutors and co-ordinators to 
deliver basic computer skills training to 
people aged 50 and over in the local 
area. 
 
Volunteers support clients with their 
learning on a 1-2-1 basis, giving them 
an hour’s tuition per week for up to 
eight weeks and should ideally be 
prepared to make an ongoing 
commitment. 
 
For more information and to apply, 
please call 0800 328 7154 or email 
andrea.saunders@ageconcernhampsh
ire.org.uk. 
 
Liz Kavanagh 
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Basingstoke Variety Show 
This annual concert will showcase an 
excellent variety of talent from across 
the borough and will include music, 
dance and theatre; a programme that 
will appeal to all. With over 300 local 
performers in a 'one night only' show, 
this really is a superb evening in the 
autumn calendar and should not be 
missed! 
 
The event takes place on Saturday 4 
October at 7.30pm in the Anvil, 
Basingstoke. All proceeds will go to the 
Mayor’s charity appeal. 
 
Tickets costing £13 for adults, £9 for 
senior citizens and £9 for under 16’s 
are available from the Anvil Box Office 
on 01256 844244. 
 
Samuel Cullington 
 
 

NeighbourCare Needs You 
Drivers Required: We provide a service 
for elderly people in your community,  
particularly for those who find it 
difficult to use public transport or lack 
the confidence to go out on their own.  
We provide a driving service to pick 
them up from home, take them to their 
appointment and bring them home 
again, using our volunteers own car.  
We also take clients shopping, to 
social events such as lunch clubs, 
helping them remain part of their 
community. 
 
We need drivers who can spare a few 
hours a week during the day time, 
Monday to Friday, and who have a car 
that is comprehensively insured and 
suitable for carrying an elderly person.  
In return we will cover your petrol cost 

from home—currently we pay 45p per 
mile. Some of our driver currently work 
shifts and can only offer 1 or part of a 
day per week but even this amount of 
time can help us. You can choose what 
hours/days you are available and what 
duties you undertake. 
 
Befrienders Required: Many elderly 
people do not have people who have 
time to spend with them just having a 
cup of tea and a chat. You could be 
the first person that week that they 
have seen that has time just for them.  
We need caring people who can spend 
at least one hour per week visiting one 
of our clients in their own home to help 
relieve their loneliness.  We try to find 
you someone who lives near to you so 
that if you do not have your own 
transport you can walk to them.  But if 
you have to use your car or public 
transport we will reimburse your costs. 
 
We need people who have time and 
patience and like talking to elderly 
people. You need to have good 
listening skills and be able to show 
empathy. We will provide you with 
training and support and match you 
with one of our clients. Our befriending 
co-ordinator will take you to your first 
meeting with our client and support 
you as necessary. 
 
If you are interested in either or both 
of the above opportunities please 
contact us by phone on 01256 
4 2 3 8 5 5  o r  e m a i l 
volunteering@neighbourcare.com. 
 
Hazel Tilbury  
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Hedgehogs in September 
September is usually the start of the 
Autumn Juvenile season. These 
juveniles would most likely survive if 
they had been born a little earlier in 
the year, but now it will be a hard race 
for them to put on enough weight to 
survive hibernation. 
 
It is at this time of year that the BHPS 
urges people to put out food for their 
visiting hedgehogs. By putting on 
weight these youngsters will stand a 
far better chance of surviving 
hibernation. The added weight will also 
help them to cope with any internal 
parasites they may have picked up 
during foraging. 
 
There is a fine line between whether 
these small hedgehogs need to be 
rescued or whether, with extra help, 
they can be left in the wild.  The BHPS 
has produced a leaflet on Autumn 
Juveniles that has lots or practical 
advice on helping them and also 
suggests when a point is reached 
when intervention is necessary. 
 
Regular visitors to your garden can 
help monitor them more easily.  If the 
smaller ones can be weighed regularly 
you can monitor their weight gains, 
those with a steady weight can usually 
be left in the wild. Those not putting on 
much weight, or worse still losing 
weight, even when adequate food is 
provided will probably need extra care. 
 
Although hoglets often leave mum at 
around 8 weeks of age, at this time of 
year they may remain with mum for 
longer. If you can provided that extra 
food for the mother she should be able 
to keep her family together and still 

add to her weight in preparation for 
her hibernation.  At the end of the day 
it is her survival that is most important 
for her. 
 
Amounts to feed will vary depending 
on how much natural food is available.  
The best guide is to go by how much 
they leave. Check the dish in the 
morning and if it is empty then they 
could possibly have done with more 
food.  Or is there something else eg a 
neighbour’s cat taking the food?  
[When hedgehogs eat dry food they 
tend to leave crumbs whereas a cat 
can take several whole biscuits in a 
mouthful and crunch up the biscuits in 
their mouths with virtually no crumbs.]  
If a lot of food is left over then give less 
the next night. If you use dry food it 
can be left out for several nights, or 
longer, without having to be replaced.  
Make sure they is plenty of water 
about especially when feeding dry 
foods. 
 
If you are concerned about any 
hedgehog, or you see one out in the 
day, contact the British Hedgehog 
Preservation Society on 01584 
890801 (if you can weigh the 
hedgehog first that is always helpful, 
but do use gloves when you handle 
them). For more information about 
hedgehogs and how to help them visit 
t h e  B H P S  w e b  s i t e  a t  
www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk. 
 
Kay Bullen  
 
 

Did You Know? 
 The eel is the only fish in the world 
that spawns in the middle of an ocean 
but spends its adult life in rivers. 



 

 

Nature Notes 
Many thanks to Malcolm Bottrill for his 
emails detailing the plants he had 
seen on a walk through part of 
Cufaude Lane. It is great to hear about 
some with which I am not familiar, 
because I can rush out to view them in 
the flesh. 
 
Unfortunately, no-one has come 
forward to assist me with identification 
of the numerous moths and butterflies 
around Chineham. I spotted another 
black one which might be the Chimney 
Sweeper. I think that is its name 
because  i t  was  feed ing  on 
Earthnut Rough Chervil. Whilst hunting 
through numerous books, I was 
amazed to read that the Nettle is 
needed for the caterpillars of Small 
Tortoiseshell, Peacock and a number 
of other moths and butterflies. Until 
this year I always had a clump by the 
front door. I must plant some more. 
This book showed two other nettles 
together with Hop in the Hemp family. 
Surprisingly, Cannabis was also 
included. One learns something new 
every day. 
 
After driving down to Petersfield pond I 
walked round and spotted a clump of 
wild flowers on the edge and 
recognized Bistort, Persicaria, Water 
Forget-me-not, Great Willowherb and 
an unknown one. As I had neither book 
nor camera, I couldn’t name it. 
 
However, on another fine day, I was 
driven to the West Country, and I was 
pleased to see  wild flowers on  the 
verges and the central reservation, so 
the entire journey was colourful, with 
swathes of pink Rosebay Wllowherb, 
yellow Ragwort and even Greater 

Mullein a paler yellow towering over 
all. I was told that Bournemouth has a 
wonderful display of flowers on its 
central reservations. What a shame 
Hampshire has to scalp everything 
green in sight. 
 
Chineham was  given a” deep clean”, 
which meant not clearing where it was 
needed, but ruining the rest. I had 
nurtured a patch of meadow under a 
broken fence for eight years and the 
local cutters respected it. It had had 
approximately ten varieties of wild 
flowers with a special display of 
Fleabane ,Ragwort, St.Johns-wort, 
Ribwort Plantain, Clover, one of the 
Cinquefoils, Bird’s-foot Trefoil and a 
blue one which I was deciding between 
M e a d o w  C l a r y  o r  P y r am id a l 
Bugle when all was cleared and even 
the fence was pushed into the bush 
alongside. The grass across the road 
had been cut by the owner, the 
following week by normal cutter, the 
next week  the bald patches 
were “deep cleaned”. One of the 
Buddleya bushes has been hacked 
down [it was trimmed in the Spring]. 
 
I had a nasty shock last week. I was in 
the garden and had to go to the 
lavatory. On returning to work I patted 
down my skirt and felt a large odd -
shaped lump. On shaking my clothes a 
Hornet flew out. I captured it and 
looked for confirmation on line. Not 
only was it a Hornet, but there are 
killer ones trying to cross the Channel. 
I released it across the road.  
 
Please send your sightings to me at 
ginnywright2@btinternet.com or 
479562. 
 
Ginny Wright 
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Four Lanes Community 
Centre 

Afternoon Tea: At the Walled Garden. 
To raise money to support education 
projects in Africa. Cost £10.00 per 
person, £30.00 for 4 people. Sittings 
at 12.00, 14:00 and 16.00pm. Places 
limited book now! Contact 810499. 
 
Learn Through Play: 5 weeks. This is a 
joint course for parents/carers of pre-
school children. Enjoy fun activities 
with your child. Starts Friday 19 
September 9.30am to 11.30am. 
Contact us now to book your space. 
 
Mums, Bumps and Babies: A 6 week 
programme aimed at helping parents 
find their feet in the early weeks and 
months. Pre-school children welcome. 
Starts Wednesday 17 September -  
9.30am to 11.00am. Cost £12.00 for 
6 weeks or £2.50 per week on a drop-
in basis. Book now to avoid 
disappointment 01256 810499. 
 
Car Boot Sale: Saturday 11 October, 
1.00pm to 4.00pm (Sellers from 12 
Noon). Sellers cars £5.00 per pitch. 
There will be toilets and refreshments 
available. Book your space to avoid 
disappointment! 
 
Zumba: 10 week course. Starts 
Monday 15 September 8.00pm to 
9.00pm. Booking essential.     
 
Get My Digital SLR on to Manual: 5 
week course. An introduction to Digital 
SLR/Bridge camera photography.  
Starts Monday 22 September to 
Monday 20 October 7.00pm to 
9.00pm. Cost £55.00. 
 
Creative Digital Imaging: 5 week 

course. This course will concentrate on 
creativi ty.  Starts Tuesday 23 
September to 21 October 7pm to 
9.00pm. Cost £55.00. 
 
Intermediate Digital SLR: 5 week 
course. Starts Wednesday 24 
September to 22 October 7.00pm to 
9.00pm. Cost £55.00. 
 
Fitness Freestyle Yoga: (Infant Hall) 
Freestyle Fitness Yoga is a yoga based 
fitness class without the spirituality.  
All abilities are welcome. Mondays 
7.30pm to 8.30pm. Costs £5.00 per 
week on a pay as you go basis. 
Contact: see loubevmit@gmail.com or  
Louise on 07985 676201 if you have 
any questions. 
 
GOL: – (Football) Mondays at Junior 
School and Tuesday at Infant School. 
Starts Monday 8 September at the 
Junior School 3.40pm to 4.40pm or             
Tuesday 9 September at the Infant 
School 3.40pm to 4.40pm. Contact 
Doreen at GOL on 01256 381652.  
 
For information on all events at Four 
Lanes Community Centre please 
telephone 810499 or look at 
www.fourlanescentre.com. 
 
Virginia Wyatt 
 
 

Garden Shop Opening 
Old Basing Allotment & Garden Society 
Shop, Riley Lane, Old Basing is open 7 
& 28 September,1030am to noon. 
From 1 September, new or lapsed 
members can join for just £5 for the 
rest of 2014 and the whole of 2015. 
  
Tony Stoney 
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Naomi House Event  
We’re also delighted to announce 
another Charity Quiz Night, kindly 
hosted by The Hampshire Court Hotel, 
on Thursday 30 October. 
 
Entry is £10 per head for teams of up 
to 6 people, and includes a hot 
supper. The evening also includes a 
raffle and spot prize round. Booking 
f o r m s  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m 
Tina.Starbuck@naomihouse.org.uk. 
 
For more information about this and 
other Naomi House events, please visit 
our website www.naomihouse.org.uk 
or call on 01962 843513. 
 
Jill McDonagh  
 
 

Home-Start 
Home-Start North West Hampshire is 
an independent charity serving most of 
the parishes within the Basingstoke & 
Deane area. Our volunteers offer 
friendship and support to parents of 
young children who find it difficult to 
cope with the stresses and difficulties 
of everyday life. This helps to prevent 
family crisis and breakdown and is 
available to any parent in the area as 
long as at least one child is under 5. 
 
On 27 June we celebrated our 10th 
Anniversary with a masked ball at the 
Hampshire Court Hotel with over 150 
people in attendance. We were 
entertained by a close up magician, 
Lee Ferriday, a wonderful band, 
Sharp#Pract ice and we held 
an exhilarating auction to raise money 
for our charity. Once we had a chance 
to regroup we found that the evening 
had raised £4500 which surpassed all 

expectations and we wanted to say a 
special thank you to everyone that 
helped to make the ball so special 
including many local businesses that 
donated prizes. 
 
If you would like any more information 
on being supported by Home-Start 
North West Hampshire or are 
interested in becoming a Volunteer or 
Trustee please don't hesitate to 
c o n t a c t  u s  o n  4 0 5 9 8 8  o r 
homestart.nwhants@live.co.uk. 
 
Alexa Stillwell 
 
 

Basingstoke Civil Service 
Retirement Fellowship 

The outing to the newly opened 
Bordon Market on Thursday 2 October 
and the Wurlitzer Concert & London 
Lights on Thursday 27 November both 
have a few places spare and the 
Christmas lunch is on Thursday 11 
December at BCOT. 
 
The group meets on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 
Brookvale Village Hall from 10 am – 
12 noon and all retired Civil Servants 
and their partners are welcome.  The 
next meeting is on 3rd September 
when the speaker will be Diane White 
on Russia and Karelia.  If you would 
like to join us on any of our trips 
please ring Kate Lambeth on 01256 
328791 or for information about the 
group contact the Secretary Tony 
Brazier on 01256 418770 or at 
bjmapbr@ntlworld.com. 
 
David Cowling 
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Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre 

To book a place, you can order online 
from https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/
home.php, or visit Basingstoke 
Discovery Centre in Festival Place, or 
call 01256 478670. Advance booking 
is strongly recommended. 
 
Portrait Photography for Beginners:  
10:00am Saturday 06 Sep Cost £35. 
Have fun whilst getting your family, 
friends and pets looking their best. 
This one-day workshop will cover all 
the basics behind successful portrait 
photography including lighting, camera 
settings, poses and setting. All makes 
of Bridge/DSLR cameras can be used 
but the workshop is not suitable for 
compact camera users. Please bring 
your camera with a fully charged 
battery and a memory card. 
  
Birthdays Cupcake Decorating: 
11:30am Sunday 14 Sep Cost £12. 
The four designs you will learn will 
make a birthday party, picnic, dinner, 
night out or afternoon tea a thoughtful 
one to remember. Please bring four 
undecorated cupcakes and a case/
box to transport them in. All other 
materials are provided. 
  
Everyday First Aid: 11:15am Sunday 
21 Sep Cost £3. Suitable for ages 
18+. Using relevant, real-life scenarios 
and everyday household objects, this 
informal session will help you to help 
others suffering from: a heart attack, 
choking, unconsciousness, bleeding, 
burns, a stroke or a broken bone. 
  
300 Years of Weather in the South: 
2:00pm Monday 22 Sep Cost £3. In 
this illustrated talk weatherman Iain 

Currie will highlight some of the 
extreme weather experienced in the 
South of England over the last 300 
years.  
  
Landscape Photography: 2:00pm 
Thursday 25 Sep Free. In association 
with Basingstoke Camera Club, Nigel 
Norris will show some of his favourite 
landscape images he has taken from 
different parts of the country, and will 
offer some tips on how to take better 
landscape photographs. This is a free 
event and there is no need to book in 
advance. Seating is available on a first
-come, first-served basis. 
 
Tracing Army Ancestors: 10:00am 
Saturday 27 Sep to Saturday 27 Dec  
Cost £10. Want to find out more about 
a soldier in your family? This workshop 
will reveal the many types of record 
which throw light on the careers of 
soldier ancestors, including those at 
the National Archives in Hampshire 
Archives and Local Studies, and in 
regimental archives. 
 
Phil Jarvis 
 
 

Jazz Evening 
Bob Wilber with Sammy Rimington and 
his International Jazz Band will be 
performing at Basingstoke Irish Centre 
in Council Road on Tuesday 30 
September at 8.00pm. 
 
Tickets, which cost £18, are available 
through 0794 204 0779 or 
blackbird@waitrose.com. 
 
This event is supporting Basingstoke 
Stroke Support Group. 
 
Anne Bennett 

43 



 

 

Bowls Open Day 
Loddon Vale Indoor Bowling Club at 
Basingstoke Leisure Park, are holding 
Open Days on Saturday 13 & Sunday 
14 September, 10:00 am – 4:00pm. 
  
This is an opportunity to enjoy some 
light healthy indoor exercise and meet 
new friends. Bowlers of all ages are 
welcome and we have a very strong 
junior section (from 8 years of age 
onwards). 
  
Why not join us for the day when we 
will have experienced coaches on 
hand to help you enjoy your first game 
of bowls or just join us for a tea or 
coffee in our restaurant/bar.  
  
We look forward to meeting you on the 
day. 
 
Telephone 01256 356507 or e-mail 
info@loddonvaleibc.co.uk for more 
information. 
 
Joyce Holding 
 
 

Aldworth Badminton Club 
We are looking for new members. 
Players should have experience as we 
do not have coaching.  We meet every 
Thursday at Aldworth Community 
College.  We play from 7pm till 8.30pm 
and have a wide age range. We meet 
in the Aldworth Bar afterwards, and 
also have other social functions 
periodically.  Each session costs £3.50 
but  the  f i r s t  v i s i t  i s  f ree !  
Contact Brian Davies on 323291. 
  
Lynda Clarke, Secretary 
 
 

Basingstoke Lions Club 
Fundraising over the last month was at 
a pretty low ebb. Not so, unfortunately, 
the need for our assistance. We 
donated £500 towards a scanner for a 
b l ind person to  he lp  foster 
independence, £450 towards a 
holiday for disabled children, £400 
towards replacement of essential 
household items and gave out £100 
worth of assorted food and utility 
vouchers. 
 
So, how are we going to replace that 
money? On 4 October we have (wait 
for it) a Barn Dance with Pitchfork. No, 
you don’t have to bring your own, it’s 
the name of the Band that will be 
playing for us at Home Farm Barn. 
Believe me there is nothing like a bit of 
the old two by two and do-si-do to sort 
out what ails you. People’s food 
preferences are so weird and 
wonderful these days that we thought 
it best to invite people to bring their 
own picnics. But never fear, we will be 
running our usual very reasonably 
priced bar. Tickets are available by 
‘phoning 01256 325280 (email: 
jomolincoln@btinternet.com), 421867 
(email: mauricehockley@hotmail.com) 
or from Toucan Travel at the Chineham 
Shopping Centre and from any 
member of the Club you know.  
 
In November we’ll be having another 
of our popular Quiz Nights at the 
Cliddesden Millenium Hall followed by 
The Apollo Big Band at QMC. Busy little 
bees aren’t we! 
 
As always details are available on our 
o v e r w o r k e d  w e b s i t e 
www.basingstokelions.org.uk. 
 
Philip Wilson  
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