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September 2020 

On Tuesday 28th July, the news was announced that many of us had been waiting 

for. The long consultation process to review usage of libraries across Hampshire, 

with the aim of saving millions of pounds from the libraries budget, was finally 

over and the decision announced. Chineham Library is safe! However, the 

happiness that many Chineham residents will be feeling over this news must 

surely also be tempered by the sad news that 8 libraries will be closed, including 

South Ham and Odiham. Moreover, Chineham Library, along with many others, is 

facing a reduction in opening hours (an average of 20%) to save money.  
 

A new consultation was launched on 3rd August and by the time you read this, will 

already have closed. This consultation will inform the new opening hours. So what 

can we do going forward? The answer is simple: use the library. Books, magazine, 

computers, classes, events, hire rooms, and work towards creating a thriving and 

busy resource that no politician in their right minds (if such a thing can be said to 

exist!) would consider closing. I know we’ll be there as soon as possible to start 

taking out some more childrens’ books.  
  

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Hall 

We hope you are all well and enjoying 

the heatwave we are experiencing at 

the time of writing. 
 

Gym-Minis: We are sad to report that 

Shelley, the organiser of Gym-Minis, 

has taken the decision that, with the 

current Covid restrictions, the time has 

come for her to retire. Shelley has 

been running Gym-Minis for nearly 30 

years at the village hall (along with 

other venues) and has seen 

thousands of children through her 

classes. Shelley has always been so 

enthusiastic about Gym-Minis and if 

anyone feels they might be interested 

in taking over the business, then she 

would love to hear from you. You can 

find out more on the website www.gym

-minis.co.uk and can contact Shelley 

by email: shelleykerr@btinternet.com. 
 

The Management Committee would 

like to take this opportunity to thank 

Shelley for her business over the 

years, and we’re sure there are many, 

many children and parents who would 

join with us in wishing her a very happy 

and fulfilling retirement. 

 

Updated guidelines relating to Covid 

19: Many of you have probably already 

seen the revised guidelines stating 

that masks should be worn in more 

venues from 8th August 2020. These 

venues include community centres 

and village halls so, unless you are 

exempt from wearing one, eg. children 

under 11, health problems. etc, please 

take a mask with you if you are going 

to the halls. 
 

Although you can make provisional 

party bookings for the future, due to 

the current restrictions on group 

gatherings we are unable to confirm if/

when these can go ahead. Many of our 

hirers are looking at returning to the 

halls in September. Please contact the 

organiser if you are planning on 

attending a class to confirm when the 

start date might be, and what you will 

need to do to keep safe. 
 

Lynne Hughes 

 

Chineham WI 
Having recently received a questionnaire 

from Christ Church about the possibility 

of us re-commencing our monthly 

meetings, we collected the views of the 

members by email and phone and held a 

Committee Meeting via Zoom to discuss 

the possibility.  
 

Taking everyone's views into account and 

assessing the risks involved, we decided 

that it was too soon yet for us to be able 

to return to the Church.  However, we 

hope to return in January 2021, 

assuming that the Government 

guidelines at that time permit it. It was 

disappointing to have to make this 

decision, but we have to err on the side of 

safety. 
 

Similarly, we also came to the sad 

conclusion that we would not be able to 

hold our annual Christmas Craft Fair this 

year but we very much hope the craft fair 

will return in November 2021. 
 

Although we currently feel unable to hold 

our indoor events, we have arranged a 

socially distanced picnic, sitting in groups 

of six or less in Eastrop Park.  I'll be taking 

my tape measure to be sure we stick to 

the Government guidelines! Here's 

hoping the weather is kind to us and we 

can enjoy our al fresco catch-up! 

 

Pam Malcolm 

Treasurer, Chineham WI 

2 



 

 

Basingstoke Voluntary 

Association 
Looking Back at the Big Thank-You 

Celebration: On 11th August, BVA featured 

the voluntary sector contributions across 

social media, showcasing what volunteers 

have been doing to support their 

communities. Thanks to everyone who got 

involved by submitting photos and videos 

to fill the day with all the fantastic 

volunteering that has been going  on. If 

you are yet to see these, they are still up 

and running on our social media! 
 

BandD Lottery Launch: Winning prizes 

while helping your community has never 

been so simple! Participating not only 

offers an exciting chance to win prizes up 

to £25,000 per week whilst effectively 

works to raise money for the many good 

causes in our community. Earlier this year 

the team at Basingstoke Voluntary Action 

were working to deliver the new BanD 

Community Lottery across Basingstoke 

and Deane with a launch scheduled for 

May. Unfortunately lockdown meant that 

we had to postpone but we are really 

excited to announce that work on the 

lottery has restarted. The BanD 

Community Lottery will be launched in 

September 2020 and anyone can buy a 

ticket for the draws!  
 

A ticket gives you the chance to win prizes 

of up to £25,000 for just £1 per week. 

Every ticket has a 1 in 50 chance of 

winning a prize every single week! That’s 

better than the National Lottery and the 

Health Lottery. The goal is simple – to 

raise money within the community for the 

community. Together, we will empower 

local good causes to raise money in a fun 

and effective way. As well as the chance to 

win, each ticket contributes valuable 

support to community projects and good 

causes in the local area. This is necessary 

because public funding by local authorities 

for anything other than essential services 

is likely to be reduced going forward, 

leaving our many community groups and 

event organisers starved of vital resources.  
 

What’s the catch? There isn’t one. No fees, 

no administration, no hassle. All we ask is 

that any charity that signs up shouts about 

the BanD Community Lottery to their 

supporters and community so as to 

increase ticket sales and therefore funding 

for the charities by default. Any good cause 

operating within Basingstoke and 

surrounding area can apply, just contact 

Neil Morrow (nmorrow@bvaction.org.uk) to 

register your interest.  
 

Supporting our Community Groups: With 

groups needing to restart their activities 

The Orchard have been working to support 

those who need to hold face to face 

meetings with clients. We welcomed the 

Age Concern Foot Clinic to the building 

during July providing them with protective 

screens to protect their staff, volunteers 

and clients. If you, or someone  you know, 

wishes to use their service please call their 

Foot Care Administration line on 01489 

572819. 
 

To help counselling groups we have 

established a ‘counselling pod’ in our 

garden which is proving popular with both 

counsellors and clients. We will shortly be 

establishing a second pod thanks to a 

grant from Tesco Bags of Help. Thanks to 

a grant from the Hampshire and Isle of 

Wight Community Foundation we also 

have protective screens for our meeting 

rooms. We can also provide use of a non 

contact thermometer. If you would like to 

find out more about the counselling pod 

or meeting rooms please email 

orchardadmin@bvaction.org.uk or phone 

01256 423822. 
 

Basingstoke Voluntary Action Staff 
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Probus Club 
In normal times we handle it every day. 

Money, they say, makes the world go 

around. Others see it as the root of all 

evil. These days we are using less 

coinage but an increasing use of 

cards, however bank notes make us 

feel good if we have plenty in our 

w a l l e t .  B a s i n g s t o k e  i s  t h e 

headquarters of Thomas de la Rue, 

the world-famous producer of bank 

notes, and Probus Club of Basingstoke 

member, John Swain, was employed in 

that specialised printing industry all 

his working life. 

 

Leaving grammar school at 16 he 

followed his father into the printing 

t r a d e  a n d  u n d e r t o o k  a n 

apprenticeship of five years as a 

camera operator. On becoming a 

journeyman he joined security printer 

Bradbury Wilkinson in New Malden 

and as John says “learned about 

making security documents and how 

to spot and prevent forgeries.” Despite 

operating in a tightly controlled secure 

environment it was noticed that some 

travellers cheques began to go 

missing. Despite stringent checks on 

employees at entry and exit of the 

factory it was only by spotting which 

member of staff was enjoying exotic 

holidays and had a new car they 

discovered he was simply using a 

Royal Mail post box in their reception 

to send an envelope to his home.  

 

An intended advancement to head up 

their photographic studio did not 

proceed as the company was taken 

over by Thomas de la Rue, but instead 

he become the general manager of the 

New Malden plant. “All I had to do was 

to reverse a deficit of £12 million 

which in five years turned into a profit 

of £2 million.” Moving to Basingstoke 

in 1990 to head up a new, large 

photographic and proofing department 

was a continuous learning curve as the 

printing of the latest style of notes can 

involve over fifty security features as 

well as three different printing 

processes with visible and invisible 

fluorescent inks and holographic 

images. Moving from water marked 

cotton-based papers, made by their 

Overton mill, to the latest polymer 

substrate is not as new as one might 

think. Back in 1970 Bradbury 

Wilkinson produced the Isle of Man £1 

notes on plastic but then discovered 

that the ink came off if a note was 

accidently left in clothes put in a 

washing machine. Eventually, after 

over two decades of research, the 

problem was solved, but by an 

Australian printer. 

 

Visiting  overseas De La Rue 

production facilities became a regular 

occurrence for John and after one trip 

he was stopped by a Customs officer 

at Heathrow. On this occasion the 

standard documentation he carried 

failed to impress the officer and as 

currency printing plates and ink looked 

suspicious the officer demanded the 

plate box and ink be opened. It was 

explained that it contained specialist 

fluorescent ink that was also indelible 

and should, on no account be touched. 

Of course, the officer got ink on his 

fingers and made the situation worse 

by using a tissue to spread it over his 

hands. John smiled at this recollection. 

“That was a good few years ago, so I 

guess it has worn off by now.”  

 

Paul Flint 
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NWR 
Our group continues to stay in touch 

and support each other through these 

strange times using all the methods 

now available like zoom and whatsapp 

etc. August 3rd was significant 

however, as we had our first actual 

meeting since March. It was our very 

popular wine tasting event, socially 

distanced and observing all the 

restrictions of course, in the garden of 

one of our members. The weather was 

kind and it was lovely to see each 

other again having mostly been 

meeting via zoom for the last few 

months. Our weekly zoom meetings 

have continued and been as diverse 

as always including a version of Desert 

Island Discs and some "show and tell" 

causing much merriment as well as 

various quizzes etc. 
 

Our book group has continued 

throughout via zoom and this month 

we are reading The Silent Patient by 

Alex Michaelides which we will be 

discussing on 27th August and our 

lunch group is looking forward to 

resuming  their monthly meet up and 

hopefully taking advantage of the 

August Eat out to Help out scheme. 
 

We are a small sociable and 

supportive group, so if you would like 

to make new friends and enjoy a 

variety of activities and lively 

conversations, then come and check 

us out.  We currently meet on Monday 

afternoon via zoom  but now looking at 

ways to safely resume actual 

meetings. If you would like to learn 

more about NWR do look at the 

website: nwr.org.uk or get in touch 

with our Local Organiser for this year: 

Karen Dann Tel: 01256 328488 

email: karen.dann@gmail.com. You 

can be sure of a warm welcome. 
 

Diane Hope 

 

Four Lanes Infants School 
Memories from Year 2 of their time at 

Four Lanes Infant School. 
 

Memories from Hedgehogs class: 

“My favourite memories are when I learnt 

about the Titanic, Mrs Armes reading the 

Faraway Tree and doing star challenges 

in maths. I have also loved making 

friends.” 

“My favourite memory of the infant 

school was going on the Titanic school 

trip.” 

“I liked the infants because the teachers 

and children were always there for me 

and I was always there for them. I will 

miss infant school.” 

“My favourite memory is making great 

friends and having great teachers.” 

“My favourite memory was when Mrs 

Armes was funny in class. I loved making 

friends and playing together. I liked going 

to gardening club and choir. Three words 

to describe my time there – happy, 

playful and learning.” 

“I really enjoyed the fun trips we do in the 

infants. We explored Wellington Country 

Park and I played with my friends. We 

also went on a trip to Milestones which 

was very fun.” 

“My favourite memory is writing a new 

version of Handa’s Surprise story and 

decorating a picture snail in Year 2, 

learning about Florence Nightingale in 

Year 1 and going on the rainbow for the 

first time in Year R.” 
 

Memories from Rabbits class 

“My favourite memories are meeting all 

my wonderful, awesome, brilliant 

teachers! Thank you!” 
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“I enjoyed going to Wellington Country 

Park, going to the Titanic Museum and 

learning about Beegu.” 

“My favourite memory from infant school 

is meeting Miss Traynor’s guinea pigs!” 

“I enjoyed being the school councillor 

and when I was star of the week.” 

“My favourite memory of infant school is 

going to Wellington Country Park in Year 

R because I could play on the big slides 

there. It was fun.” 

“When I was in Year 2 helping the Year R 

children on the trim-trail, a little four year 

old girl was on the last bit but she was 

scared to jump down so I said to hold on 

to me. She asked me to help her to not 

be scared and now I am friends with 

her.” 

“My favourite memories are going on the 

Titanic trip, going to Wellington Country 

Park and meeting my friends.” 

“When I got to make new friends 

because they were kind and thoughtful. 

My other favourite memory is when I met 

my new teachers.” 
 

Memories from Foxes class 

“My favourite memory from infant school 

is making lots of new friends. I loved 

going to Wellington Country Park on the 

double decker bus too.” 

“In my memory I loved running fast with 

my friends. In Year 2 I got a rainbow 

award for good behaviour.” 

“My good memory is when I played 

with my friends in infants. I have had 

some lovely teachers and I have really 

enjoyed the school plays.” 

“My memory of the infants is when I 

threw the javelin the furthest on 

Sports Day.” 

“My good memory is when we have 

been on school trips because I had a 

lot of fun and I like to learn new 

things.” 

“My favourite memory is playing with 

my friends outside on the playground 

and playing games.” 

“My favourite memory is having 

golden time because it makes me feel 

happy and relaxed.” 
 

Written by Year 2 children on Seesaw 

(online learning platform) 

 

Chineham Library saved 

from closure 

Just before the last Chineham Chat 

was printed, and too late to publicise 

the news, I was looking at the HCC 

website and discovered to my delight, 

that all the efforts to save our library 

have been successful and, together 

with just one other library, it has been 

taken off the list of those destined for 

closure. This was a great surprise as it 

had not, to my knowledge, been in the 

local papers, nor in the Chat and I felt 

like shouting it from the rooftops! 
 

True this is only a partial victory as 

there may still be plans for reduced 

hours but it will still be there!  Our 

library is part of the hub of our 

community and a vital resource for our 

children if they are to discover a love 

of books which will set them on the 

road to  learning.  Most important, it 

makes books available to all the 

children in our community, even those 

whose parents do not have the money 

to  provide many books at home, and 

in the past I was one of those 

children... 
 

I thought putting this in the Chineham 

Chat was the best way to make sure 

everybody was aware of the good 

news.  

 

G Wilson 



 

 

Citizens Advice Basingstoke 

Research and Campaigns. 

Citizens Advice is a free, non-

judgemental and confidential advice 

charity. We see the myriad of difficulties 

faced by people on a wide range of 

topics. Across the country we collect, 

categorise, and collate a huge amount 

of anonymised data about these 

difficulties. This enables our Research 

and Campaigns teams (both local and 

national) to identify areas of unfairness 

and campaign for changes that will 

benefit everyone, not just those who 

seek us out. 
 

Here are a few recent examples 

• After witnessing unfair treatment and 

irresponsible practices we campaigned 

successfully for Payday companies to 

be regulated by the Financial Conduct 

Authority. Hundreds of these companies 

have been shut and changes have been 

made in the advertising rules. Proper 

monitoring and compensation are now 

in place to help consumers. 

• As Universal Credit, the government’s 

flagship welfare reform was rolled out 

we identified a number of policies that 

drove claimants into debt. Numerous 

changes were made, and subsequently 

the Help to Claim service was started to 

help new claimants. 

• A major current focus is on the 

“loyalty penalty” where companies from 

finance, energy, internet/telephony and 

insurance industries exploit their 

existing customers in pursuit of new 

customers. We have already had a 

success in reducing energy bills by up to 

£200 per annum, per household. 
 

Coronavirus 

Not surprisingly coronavirus has had a 

huge impact on peoples’ livelihoods 

and at Citizens Advice we have been 

monitoring this since before lock-

down. Here are a few highlights from 

the months up to August: 

• Enquiries from people in private 

rented accommodation have trebled, 

as rents are high, and tenures are 

often less secure. This is much more 

of a concern in Basingstoke that the 

“average” UK town. 

• The average age of those seeking 

our help is lower than it was before. 

We believe this is partly due to an 

increase in digital help and partly 

because the shake-ups in the jobs 

market and housing market affects 

younger people disproportionately. 

• As the furlough scheme ends, we 

are anticipating an increase in 

unemployment and in Universal Credit 

claimants. We want the DWP to take a 

sensitive approach to the UC 

conditionality applied to the claimant 

commitment. This needs to ensure 

that those who are shielding or who 

have child-care commitments are not 

expected to seek inappropriate work. 
 

As a trusted independent charity, we 

are able to rapidly bring evidence to 

the Parliamentary Select Committees 

where something can be done. 

Research and Campaigns is an 

important twin aim and particularly 

rewarding part of our work as it results 

in wider community benefits. 
 

If you have a problem, please contact 

us to see how we can help. Call us on 

0300 3309 064, chat online: 

citizensadvice.org.uk/contact-us, 

web s i te:  www.b asi ng stokean d 

tadleycab.org.uk, or search on the 

National Citizens advice website 

www.citizensadvice.org.uk. 
 

Nicola Dale 
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Linguatastic 
This month, we hope to be able to 

start offering several of our children’s 

classes face-to-face again. Other 

children’s classes and all of our adult 

lessons,  wil l  continue online. 

Unfortunately, our in-school clubs at, 

for example, Great Binfields are 

unlikely to start again before January, 

but children who would usually attend 

them are welcome to join our lessons 

in Chineham or online. 
 

Of course, as we have experienced all 

too often over the past few months, 

lots can change within a matter of 

days, so we can’t promise that these 

plans will still be relevant at the time 

of reading, but we have our fingers 

crossed! And so with that in mind, 

we’d like to focus on the theme of 

“back to school” and what children in 

different countries get up to on their 

first day of school. In Germany, 

children are given a “Schultüte”, which 

is a large cone, filled with school 

stationery and sweets! In India, 

children get given special gifts on 

“Praveshanotshavan”. Since the day 

coincides with the beginning of the 

monsoon season, children are often 

given a new umbrella! In Japan, 

children receive a “randoseru”, a 

leather rucksack. In the past, girls 

would have red ones and boys would 

have black, but now there’s a lot more 

variety. In Russia, “Knowledge 

Day” (the first day of school) is always 

the 1st September, even if it falls on a 

weekend. The first bell is a symbolic 

ritual involving a Year 11 boy carrying 

a 1st year girl on his shoulders ringing 

a bell. In Kazakhstan, pupils present 

their teachers with a single flower, 

which when added to by all of the 

pupils, becomes a beautiful bouquet 

representing the symbol of growth and 

fresh hopes for the coming school 

year. 
 

If you’d like to join our bouquet this 

y e a r ,  p l e a s e  e - m a i l 

info@linguatastic.com. Don’t forget to 

visit our YouTube channel where we 

have songs, stories and short lessons 

in a variety of languages. 
 

Fiona Biermann 

 

Chineham Village Club 

The club reopened on Monday 6th July 

and we are continuing to review our 

Cov i d - re l a ted proc esses an d 

procedures to help maintain the safety 

of our members at all times and to 

ensure that we are operating within 

the relevant guidelines. Obviously, we 

are dependent upon the members 

using the club to continue play their 

part in this, our standards must not 

slip. We believe that the number of 

people that can use the club at any 

one time is now at the maximum we 

can accommodate under the 

government’s current guidelines and 

the club will continue to be members-

only for the foreseeable future.  
 

However, we are accepting new 

members at reduced annual fees at 

the moment. For further details, 

please call the club on 01256 471982 

after 16.00 on any day. Finally, we 

shall be relaunching the monthly bingo 

sessions on Monday 5th October at 

2000. Members who intend to attend 

must pre-book by phoning the club. 

  

John Prince 

Chairman, Chineham Village Club 
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National Garden Scheme                          

A small selection of the National 

Garden Scheme gardens continue to 

open their gates to the general public, 

with the added bonus of tea and cake 

(not all garden owners choose to 

provide these). This is in accordance 

with the latest Government Guidelines. 

Disposable cups will be used, and 

cakes may be wrapped. I have spoken 

to both garden owners and visitors and 

they feel that the measures which we 

have in place make them feel very 

safe, with the restrictions of numbers 

and social distancing adhered to. 
 

The National Garden Scheme Gardens 

are open to anyone. You do not have 

to be a member of the NGS to be able 

to visit a garden of your choice. I say 

this because I had an enquiry from 

someone this week asking if it was 

possible to get tickets, although they 

did not belong to the NGS. 
 

Very soon we will be planning our 

gardens for 2021, so if you feel your 

garden is one that would be admired 

by the general public and you would 

like the opportunity to raise funds for 

our hard pressed nursing, health and 

caring charities, who have really come 

to the fore during these past few 

horrendous weeks, why not contact 

me and we can arrange for a member 

of our team to visit your garden and 

discuss this with you. 
 

At this stage (early August) we just 

have the one garden committed to 

open in September - an old favourite:- 
 

The Thatched Cottage, Church Rd, 

Upper Farringdon, Alton, GU34 3EG. 

Opening on 6th September, see 

ngs.org.uk for time slots. 1 1/2 acre 

garden hidden behind a C16 Thatched 

Cottage. Borders burst with cottage 

garden plants and a pond provides the 

soothing sound of water  A pergola of 

roses, clematis and honeysuckle leads 

to the chickens and ducks, under a 

walnut tree. If you missed this one in 

August, you now have a second 

chance. 
 

Other garden owners may decide to 

open for one last time in September, 

so please keep checking the website 

at https://ngs.org.uk/.   

 

Pat Beagley 

pat.beagley@ngs.org.uk  

 

Calling all Chat distributors! 
The current situation has made it more 

important than ever to be able to stay 

in contact easily and provide updates 

quickly. If you are a road distributor 

and would be happy for us to have 

your email address to help with this 

please email us at distribution 

@chinehamchat.com. 
 

What a team! Thank you to all who 

distributed our August issue and those 

who covered for those who were not 

able to, we really appreciate the team 

effort to get back to delivering the 

Chat. If anyone else would like to get 

involved we would welcome volunteers 

who could be available to cover any of 

our regular area or road distributors 

when needed. If you are interested 

p l e a s e  e m a i l  d i s t r i b u t i o n 

@chinehamchat.com. 

 

Mike and Kathryn Price 

Distribution Coordinators 
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
 

Chineham Library: The 

Executive member for 

Recreation and Heritage, Cllr 

Sean Woodward, agreed 

proposals to transform the 

Library Service to achieve 

savings of £1.76 million 

pounds  on 28 July. 

 

This included the decision to 

keep Chineham Library open. 

The decisions he made has 

put the Library Service in a 

strong position to meet future 

savings that will likely be 

required as a result of 

significant financial pressures 

now faced by the County 

Council.  

 

Throughout the public 

consultation I undertook to 

represent my community on 

the future of the library service 

and was delighted when Cllr 

Woodward agreed to remove 

Chineham library from the list 

of ten proposed for closure.  

 

Changes to provide ongoing 

support for the local 

community will be necessary 

and Officers will be in close 

contact with both myself and 

residents as we start to 

understand how such changes 

can be implemented.  

 

This is the best news we could 

have hoped for and I know 

many of the library users are 

very happy indeed with the 

outcome. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Website: elainestill.com 

 

 

Borough Councillor  

Laura Edwards 
Last month was a bit of a 

whirlwind – my highlight was the 

scarecrow trail, which was 

amazing! 
 

Following the decision to keep 

Chineham library open, 

Hampshire County Council held 

a short consultation between 3–

17 August regarding the 

reduction in the opening hours.   
 

The planning application for the 

redevelopment of the shopping 

centre has been approved. The 

Post Office have been unable to 

find someone to run a branch in 

Chineham. If anyone comes 

forward the Post Office will need 

to make sure reopening a 

branch would be sustainable. 

This is a very disappointing 

outcome for the community, but 

options can be revisited in the 

future.   
 

Weekly bin collections restarted 

on the 17 August, thank you to 

everyone for your understanding 

during the duration of fortnightly 

collections.   
 

Odour from the Chineham 

Sewage Treatment works has 

been bad recently. To report an 

i s s u e  e m a i l : 

customer.feedback@thameswat

er.co.uk or call their 24 hr 

number 0800 316 9800.   
 

Basingstoke & Deane Council 

would like to introduce a 

borough wide Public Space 

Protection Order, to provide up to 

date enforcement powers to deal 

with dog fouling in public spaces. 

They are running a consultation 

which runs from 10 August to 18 

S e p t e m b e r  a t 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/pspo-

dog-fouling  
 

Laura Edwards 

Tel: 07999 120252 

Cllr.laura.edwards@basingstoke.

gov.uk 

Facebook: Chineham and 

Sherfield Park Councillor 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
Resuming my entries for the 

Chat after a very different 

Spring & Summer dominated 

by the Covid19 crisis, I would 

like to express my pride in the 

way that the vast majority of 

the residents have reacted in 

the most positive way to the 

restrictions imposed an all of 

us for each other’s’ safety. 

Also, the consideration and 

kindness shown to those of us 

who, for one reason or 

another, required some form 

of assistance in the most 

restrictive part of the lock-

down was second to none and 

continues as we cautiously 

ease towards more relaxed 

times. We must all be aware 

that it would not take much to 

slip back as the Covid19 virus 

will remain with us for some 

time. 

 

I was pleased to chair the 

BDBC Development Control 

Committee in August and we 

approved the application to 

regenerate the Chineham 

District Centre to bring it into 

the 21st Century. We should 

have confirmation shortly that 

the work will be in two phases 

with completion envisaged in 

2022. One of the planned 

benefits for our community will 

be the provision of an 

expanded Medical facility, new 

shops and a gym and hotel all 

still centred around the anchor 

Tesco store and a community 

‘heart’ as a focal point. 

 

Stay safe and well. 

 

Paul Miller 

Borough Councillor 

01256 467400/07777 659022  

Cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov  



 

 

Performing on Air 

Silchester Players (SP), Helping Hands - 

Basingstoke Community Radio (HHBCR) 

and Basingstoke Music and Arts Festival 

(BMAF) have each been required to adapt to 

changing circumstances as a result of the 

Covid 19 pandemic. They are now 

performing again, but not in a conventional 

way! First of all, a brief explanation of how 

these innovative local voluntary groups 

came to collaborate together. In 2019, 

BMAF’s Creative Writing Section Secretary, 

Tony Corbin, and HHBCR Station Manager, 

Christine Rowley, hatched a plan together. 

The result was the creation of an audio e-

book entitled ‘Local Lines’, comprising 18 

selected entries from the 2019 BMAF 

Creative Writing competition. Sales raised 

over £300 for the respective charities. 
 

Suitably encouraged, HHBCR added a new 

weekly programme to their schedule ‘Poems 

for Pleasure’. This is hosted by another 

BMAF Creative Writing Competition entrant 

and past winner, Stephen Bibby. He and 

Tony soon came up with the idea of reading 

a winning entry from the 2020 BMAF 

Creative Writing Competition at the start of 

each weekly broadcast (currently between 1 

and 2pm on a Tuesday). 
 

The readings have been well received and 

have spawned further ideas. One is the 

‘Bards of Basingstoke’ initiative. This offers 

budding writers across the Borough the 

opportunity to read (or have their work read) 

on radio. Stephen Bibby takes up the story. 

‘It was not as simple as it might at first seem. 

Come lockdown, my study became a remote 

studio where I record my weekly 

programme. As a result, all contributions 

come to me as computer files, either as text 

or as a reading by the author. I then produce 

the programme which then has to be 

uploaded and the file format changed so 

that it can be broadcast ‘as live’ on the radio. 

So all it takes for any budding Bards in the 

Borough is an email sent to me, via  

studio@hhcr.org.uk, attaching your verse or if 

a reading, attaching it as an M4A file’. 
 

But the tale doesn’t terminate there. 

Stephen is also a member of SP who in the 

‘old normal’ would have been busy 

producing and performing their annual 

panto and three or four other stage 

productions. Again, the pandemic has 

thwarted SP’s efforts. That was until 

Stephen came up with an idea, not just to 

read the BMAF Creative Writing Competition 

winning play entry on air, but to perform it 

instead! Of course, as with all plays, 

auditions had to be held. These took place in 

a large local garden with strict social 

distancing measures being put in place. 

Normally the physical appearance of actors 

and actresses is a consideration but, on this 

occasion, the primary concern was the 

voices. 
 

So, make a note in your diary for 1pm on 

Tuesday 29th September. This is when the 

play “The Litter Picker” written by Chineham 

resident, Ann Stonehouse and now adapted 

for radio, will be performed. Ann 

commented, ‘It’s wonderful that my play is 

going to be performed by accomplished 

actors. It has meant some extra work, but 

I’m really thrilled and can’t wait to listen in’. 
 

To hear the play, go to www.hhcr.org on your 

computer, tablet or mobile phone and click 

on ‘Listen Live’. Alternatively you can ask 

Alexa or Google hub to find it. More on SP 

can be found on: www.silchesterplayers.org. 
For more details of the 2021 BMAF Creative 

Writing competition contact Tony Corbin via 

email at BMAFCW@kempshott.plus.com. 

Full details of the BMAF 2021 Festival will be  

on www.basingstokemusicandarts.co.uk 

when it is formally launched in mid-

September. 
 

Tony Corbin 
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Minister’s Message 
There’s little point in me asking you, “have 

you had a good summer?” Even complete 

hermits with fibre broadband, and existing 

delivery slots with a supermarket, won’t 

have had an ideal summer. I hate to think 

what it must have been like for families 

with young children in high-rise apartment 

blocks. Let alone nurses and other low-

paid key workers at risk during the day, 

and then returning to small bedsits in 

shared housing.  
 

I’ve recently surveyed the church family at 

Christ Church, now that we’re able to 

meet together in person again. 

Fortunately, relatively few said they’d had 

a ‘stressful’ or ‘very stressful’ lockdown. 

Most were missing being together at our 

services and social events, singing 

together, and growing in the faith in small 

groups together. You see the pattern 

here, don’t you? Living Christian faith (as 

opposed to mere religious observance) 

always brings new friendship and family, 

as we are ourselves have been drawn into 

God’s family. We’ve all missed the 

closeness of family, but we’ve adapted. 

Like you (I suspect), I say “thank God for 

Zoom” Also like you (I suspect), I’ve at 

times said “no more: I’m all Zoomed out”. 

We’ve learned that hard way that it’s no 

substitute for real flesh-and-blood 

presence, but it is much better than 

nothing. 
 

We’ve all adapted in other ways. Not just 

in working from home, or teaching our 

children. Some of us suddenly became 

reluctant ‘YouTubers’ from our makeshift 

studios, quickly learning how time-

consuming video editing can be. When I 

arrived here 2 years ago, little did I think 

we’d be holding church services solely 

through YouTube (Just search YouTube 

for ‘Chineham’ and you’ll find us). But this 

week I’m working on my 23rd such one. 

It’s not ideal for most of us, and some of 

our church family are desperate to be 

back together in person. We’ve realised, 

though, that meeting as "Church @Home" 

is great news for some. For those who are 

shielding, or are too ill or infirm to come in 

person, they can join us online. For those 

who are working on a Sunday morning, 

they can join us after their shift finishes. 

For some with additional needs, it can be 

easier to access this way. And for those 

who are wanting to check out what this 

Christian life is all about, they can do so 

anonymously. We’ve even had some 

people join our church who live hundreds 

of miles away. 
 

By the time you read this, we’ll hopefully 

be ready to meet in person again. But for 

the foreseeable future we’ll remain online 

as well, as our new banner on the 

Reading Road proclaims. For us this will 

be part of our ‘new normal’. I hope your 

new normal will include good things 

regained, and good things unexpectedly 

discovered. 
 

Jonathan Clark, Vicar of Chineham 

 

Christ Church Activities 

Online Sunday services: All our services 

for the foreseeable future are available 

on our YouTube channel https://

youtube.com/c/ChristChurchChineham. 

We are now preparing to “open the 

doors” again for public worship and a 

return to physical services on a Sunday 

morning. For the latest details, please 

see our Facebook page, website, or 

contact the church office (all details 

below) for up-to-date information. Like 

everywhere we have to be Covid-secure, 

and we expect to have a booking system 

of some sort in order to regulate numbers 

in the building, and face coverings will be 
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mandatory. But for now all our welcome 

to join us from home on YouTube at a 

time that suits you. 
 

Prayer requests: is there someone or 

something you would like us to prayer 

for? We have a prayer team who are 

ready to respond to all requests in 

complete confidence. Contact us by one 

of the methods below. 
 

Contact us: Telephone us at the office on 

01256 474280 or 07526 048037. 

E m a i l :  h e l l o @ c h r i s t c h u r c h 

chineham.org.uk, website: www.christ 

churchchineham.org.uk, Facebook and 

Instagram: christchurchchineham, 

Twitter: @ccChineham. 
 

Church activities and external hire: Some 

of our regular groups are wanting to 

return to meet and we are busy making 

preparations for that to happen from this 

month. 
 

Staff changes: During the lockdown sadly 

we had to say goodbye to two members 

of staff. Gillian Baker, our Facilities 

Coordinator, has now retired. Gillian’s 

hard work over the past 5 years has led 

the church through a number of larger 

projects, as well as managing the day to 

day maintenance needed to keep the 

building and equipment looking good and 

functioning well. We also said au revoir to 

Katy Lowe, Children and Families Leader. 

Katy has been instrumental in building up 

the number of children and families in 

the life of the church through a varied 

activity programme, including Sparklers 

baby/toddler groups, Messy Church, 

Sunday groups for children, and many 

other ad hoc events. She will be greatly 

missed but we are happy she is not going 

far away so we shall be seeing her 

regularly at Sunday worship with her 

family once we can all be together again. 

Everyone at Christ Church sends Gillian 

and Katy the very best as they begin new 

chapters in their lives. The exciting news 

is that we are looking forward to sharing 

news with you soon about the 

appointment of two new Assistant 

Ministry Leaders who we are expecting to 

start in the next few weeks. More on that 

next month.  
 

Charity collections: we continue to collect 

stamps (new and used), old biros and 

marker pens, postcards, spectacles, and 

tops from supermarket milk bottles for 

charity. Please note we no longer collect 

batteries or foil – however most 

supermarkets have collecting facilities for 

batteries.    
 

Shoebox Appeal: The Mustard Seed 

organisation who run this project have 

confirmed they will be operating a scaled 

down appeal this year and Christ Church 

will be playing its own part as usual. We 

welcome individual boxes, or donations 

towards the appeal if you prefer. For filling 

your own box there is a leaflet available 

from the church to help with ideas on 

things to put in it and includes a sticky 

label to denote the gender and age of the 

child. Please note: boxes must not 

contain toys or books of a military nature, 

nor any liquids. Sweets must be the 

individually wrapped sort e.g. small bags 

of Haribo) and have a decent shelf life. 

And finally, each box must be 

accompanied by £4 towards delivery 

costs, (please place cash or cheque in an 

envelope inside the box). Please do not 

seal the box but secure with an elastic 

band, so that the box can be checked 

before transportation. Boxes will need to 

be returned to the church by the end of 

October, for collection early November. 

Many thanks.   
 

Gill Godfrey 
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Chineham Parish Council 
 

Post office: The Parish Council has 

been contacted by Post Office Ltd with 

an update on the Chineham Post 

Office. They have been exploring their 

options for restoring a Post Office 

service to their customers in the area. 

The vacancy in Chineham has been 

advertised on their website and a 

member of the field team has also 

personally visited the area, but so far 

they have received no interest or 

formal applications for the position. 

Unfortunately, they have been unable 

to identify a solution and are advising 

that as there have been no suitable 

opportunities to re-establish a service, 

this branch will remain closed. They 

would consider any appropriate 

options if there are any significant 

changes in the area in the future. 

However due to the length of time the 

branch has been closed, they would 

need to satisfy themselves that any 

new opportunity would be sustainable 

for both the Post Office and the 

operator. If you have any suggestions 

please contact  their  National 

Consultation Team on comments@ 

postoffice.co.uk. 

 

Dog fouling consultation: Basingstoke 

and Deane Borough Council would like 

to introduce a borough-wide Public 

Space Protection Order (PSPO), to 

provide up to date enforcement 

powers to deal with dog fouling in 

public spaces. Residents, businesses 

and visitors to the borough have the 

opportunity to give their views on what 

is proposed. In summary, a PSPO is 

made and then: it will be an offence 

for persons in control of a dog not to 

clear up after their dog has fouled in a 

public place; that persons in control of 

a dog in a public place be expected to 

carry with them a way of clearing up 

after their dog has fouled, for example 

a dog poo bag and failure to comply 

with a PSPO could result in an on the 

spot fine of £100 or ultimately 

prosecution. The consultation closes 

on 18 September and more 

information can be found at https://

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/PSPO-dog-

fouling. 

 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 14 

September. Please note that until 

further notice, meetings will be held 

remotely via Zoom. If you wish to 

attend the meeting please contact the 

Clerk who will provide you with the link 

to join or please see our agendas.  

 

The Parish Council is here to help the 

residents of Chineham, so if there is a 

Chineham issue you are concerned 

about, please feel free to contact the 

Clerk, Sally Jackson on 01256 

4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 

c lerk@chineham.gov.uk or  the 

Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 

0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

assistantc lerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 

 

Sally Jackson 

 

Did you know: There are more than 

7,500 varieties of apples grown around 

the world. It would take you more than 20 

years to try them all if you ate one a day! 

 
Did you know: Apples are actually part of 

the rose family, just like pears and plums. 
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Eco–Corner 
What is Climate Change? 

In Chineham over this summer we’ve 

experienced some really hot weather. 

There have been recording breaking 

temperatures - reaching 38 degrees this 

July – the third hottest day on record ever 

in the UK, according to the Met Office.  

There’s also been a lot of talk about a 

green recovery from COVID-19. Climate 

change has become a hot topic (!) so we’re 

going to explore what it actually is and 

what it means for us. 
 

Climate change is the term that is generally 

used to describe the long-term change in 

the planet's average temperatures and 

weather patterns. Scientific research has 

demonstrated that there has been a shift 

in the average temperature across the 

world since the industrial revolution in the 

mid-1800s. Climate change is actually a 

threat to our safety as the impacts of 

global warming on the planet will make it 

unsafe for us and the animals we share 

the planet with.  
 

Is the planet actually any warmer though? 

Well climate scientists have used historic 

records and estimate that human activities 

have already caused around a 1°C of 

warming above pre-industrial levels and 

say that this will increase as we continue to 

burn fossil fuels and cut down trees. 

Average temperatures could increase by 

up to 4.8°C by the end of this century. In 

addition to the increase in air 

temperatures other likely impacts of 

climate change include warming of 

oceans, melting polar ice and glaciers, 

rising sea levels, flooding and more 

extreme weather events. You might think 

that an increase in temperature by a few 

degrees wouldn’t matter, however, the 

planet, weather and ecosystems that we 

rely on to provide a safe home, to support 

us, our food production and drinking water 

are very sensitive to temperature 

increases.  
 

Every fraction of a degree makes a 

difference. Climate scientists advise that 

even the difference of half a degree in 

temperature is a big problem. An increase 

of 2°C on pre-industrial levels is agreed by 

scientists to be a point at which there is a 

high risk of dangerous and potentially 

catastrophic changes. This is why 

internationally there has been agreement 

that we need to keep warming below 

around 2°C and ideally below 1.5°C.  
 

Is climate change real?  

There seems to be a debate sometimes 

regarding whether or not climate change is 

real. However, experts in climate change 

agree that the vast majority of scientific 

evidence shows that the planet is warming 

and that human activity is the main reason 

behind the increase in temperature.  
 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) is the UN body for assessing 

the science related to climate change. 

Their reports have advised that the human 

influence on the climate system is clear 

and that warming of the climate system is 

unequivocal. A study in 2019 also found 

that the consensus by research scientists 

on global warming existing and being 

caused by humans is now 100%. Scientific 

studies and experts from around the world 

agree that there is clear evidence that 

climate change is real. 
 

So not only does it feel hotter but the 

scientific community advises that the 

climate really is getting warmer! Future eco

-corner articles will include more 

information on what causes climate 

change, why it is a problem for us and 

what we can do about it. 
 

Miranda Chubb 
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Rotary Club Christmas 

Shoeboxes 

 

Last year Rotary Wessex (Hampshire 

and East Dorset) distributed over 

26,000 shoeboxes full of goodies to 

delighted children in Montenegro, 

Moldova, Albania and the Philippines 

who live in poverty. To make sure they 

don’t go astray Rotarians supervise 

the whole process including volunteers 

going to the countries to make sure 

the boxes get to the children. 

Philippines boxes go to a charity set up 

by a Rotarian that we know, so they 

will not go astray. 

 

We have been told by recipients of 

shoeboxes, who have now grown up, of 

the excitement with which they were 

opened and what treasured memories 

they have of that special gift. Its great 

fun to get involved in putting together 

a shoebox. 

 

Ideas below of what can you put in 

your box, things for: 
 

Playing - ball, skipping rope, small 

games, cards, dominoes, harmonicas/ 

recorders, cars, small toys, Cuddly toy. 

Washing - soap, toothbrush. 

Writing - pens, pencils, sharpener, 

notebook, colouring book, puzzle book. 

Wearing – hat, gloves, scarf, socks, 

hair accessories, jewellery. Items need 

to be new or in good/as new condition. 

Please - No liquids, sharp items, guns 

or war toys. 

 

Boxes for either boys or girls, ages: 1-

3, 4-7, 8-11 or 12-15. Just use elastic 

bands to secure your box so it can be 

checked by customs. Forms to attach 

to your box and further info and small 

print on our website and social media. 

Remember that recipients will be 

opening the box in eager anticipation 

of finding it full of toys and useful 

items, possibly the first gifts they have 

received. One girl, aged 8 was thrilled 

to receive the first doll of her own, and 

said: “it is the most beautiful doll I ever 

saw. I will dress her and take care of 

her; I never had a doll before.” A 10 

year old boy received a baseball cap 

and wore it all afternoon showing the 

dispatch team saying “I look so cool.” 

 

Why not get your workplace, church, 

club, your school, Scout, Cubs, 

Brownie & Guide groups, your children, 

grandchildren or just you involved, 

start now so with your help Christmas 

time can be special for these children 

who don’t have a lot and spread a little 

joy. Please also attach coins to the 

value of £1.50p to each box for 

transport cost. Drop off your box at the 

venues below by 19th October: 

 

Eden Mazda: Basingstoke, London 

Road, Old Basing, Basingstoke, 

Hampshire, RG24 7JD. 

Oakley Carpets: Station Yard, Andover 

Road, Basingstoke RG23 7HA. 

Parnell, Jordy & Harvey, Estate Agent: 

5 Winchester Street, Overton, RG25 

3HR. 

 

More drop off sites may be published. 

Check our website and social media 

for updates. 

 

Lindy Richardson 

 

Did you know: 21st October is Apple Day, 

which was first launched in 1990 by 

Common Ground in Covent Garden and 

is now celebrated nationwide.  
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English. Registered assistance is also 

permitted to ensure the competition 

entry is accessible to all. 
 

For more information please visit the 

B M A F  2 0 2 1  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.basingstokemusicandarts.org.uk 

(available from Mid-September). On 

the home page selecting the ‘sections’ 

page will enable you find the Creative 

Writing Section together with all of the 

other festival disciplines including 

Singing, Piano, Speech and Drama, 

Choirs and Ensembles. 
 

Specific questions on the BMAF 

Creative Writing competition can be 

addressed to BMAF Section Secretary 

Tony Corbin via email at: tonycorbin 

@kempshott.plus.com or via phone to: 

07801 166223.  
 

Tony Corbin 

 

Ready Reads Scheme 
As some of you may know I am part of 

the local NWR Book Group. During our 

last book club meeting using Zoom, 

one of our members mentioned they 

were rather excited about using the 

Ready Reads Service offered by 

Chineham Library.  Ignoring my huge to

-be-read pile, I had to find out more. 
 

To take part, all you need to do is to fill 

in a simple form or phone 01962 

454747. You will be asked a series of 

questions regarding your reading 

tastes and habits. For example: 

 Number of books to borrow 

 Genres 

 Book formats 
 

Using this information, the library staff 

will carefully hand pick several books 

to match your reading tastes. A 

notification will be sent once the books 

BMAF Creative Writing 

Competition 

Write Now! Launch of the 2021 BMAF 

Creat ive Wri t ing  Competi t ion 

September sees the 59th launch of 

the annual Basingstoke Music and 

Arts Festival. The three Festival 

performance and Awards weekends 

aren’t until March next year, but now 

is the time to start thinking about your 

entry to the Festival’s Creative Writing 

competition. The entry deadline is 

Monday 14th December. 
 

At that point, entries are sorted by 

competition category – articles, 

letters, poetry, sonnets, short stories, 

scripts and ‘flash’ fiction. After adding 

a unique ID number, the ‘anonymous’ 

adults and children's entries are next 

sent to the competition’s two 

independent adjudicators for review 

and marking. 
 

As part of the entry fee, entrants are 

invited to attend the Creative Writing 

Awards Ceremony that next year, will 

be held during the afternoon of 

Sunday 21st March in the Main Hall 

at Queen Mary’s College, Cliddesden 

Road, Basingstoke. 
 

This exciting event is when the 

winners are announced (some will be 

read/performed) and trophies or 

prizes handed over, together with 

Certificates and written adjudicator 

feedback. 
 

Every competition entrant receives 

adjudicator feedback with the 

remarks designed to help each writer 

optimise their writing skills. If English 

isn’t your first language there’s even a 

category – Poem into Poem – that 

offers the opportunity to translate a 

published or your own work into 



 

 

are ready to be collected. The most 

exciting part is that, you don't know what 

books are waiting for you—it is a complete 

surprise! 
 

This service sounds ideal for any book 

lovers or young readers who would like to 

explore new genres/ authors, that they 

may not have come across or discover 

new books in their favourite genres.  
 

If you are interested and would like to 

give this a go, please visit: https://

www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/

library/ready-reads. 
 

Have you used this service? Let us know 

what your experience was like. As I am 

writing this I am waiting to pick up my 

book selection and I’m curious to see 

what has been chosen. 

 

Kirstie Wheeler 

 

Dog Fouling Consultation  
People are being asked to give their views 

on Basingstoke and Deane Borough 

Council’s plans to get tougher on dog 

owners who don’t clear up after their dog. 

The council is proposing to introduce a 

borough wide public spaces protection 

order taking a firmer stance on dog 

fouling in Basingstoke and Deane and is 

asking people to have their say. 
 

Evidence gained by the council 

demonstrates that dog fouling in public 

spaces is a problem across the borough 

and therefore the council is putting 

forward plans for a borough wide Public 

Spaces Protection Order for dog fouling 

bringing tougher penalties. The draft 

order makes it an offence if people do not 

clear up after their dog has fouled in a 

public space and requires they carry with 

them an appropriate means to pick up 

their dog poo and transport it to a bin 

after their pet has fouled. If they do not 

comply they could receive an on the spot 

fine of £100 or be prosecuted at the 

Magistrates’ Court. 
 

Cabinet Member for the Environment and 

Enforcement Cllr Hayley Eachus said: 

“The majority of dog owners act 

responsibly and clear up their pet’s mess 

but there are a minority that still do not 

and this lazy and selfish behaviour 

cannot be condoned. Dog mess is 

unsightly, it’s dirty and it’s dangerous and 

we have received feedback from 

residents where it has been a real issue 

for those using public open spaces. We 

are asking for people to feed back on our 

proposal to impose this order across the 

whole borough bringing a greater 

consequence to irresponsible owners and 

giving the council greater powers to 

enforce.” 
 

People can their say online from Monday 

10 August to Friday 18 September at 

https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/PSPO-

dog-fouling. 

 

Krissy Lloyd 

 

Resuming the Chat  
May I send you the team and all the 

d i s t r i b u t e r s  m y  h e a r t i e s t 

congratulations on publishing the 

August edition of the 'Chat'. It really 

brought a huge smile to see it on my 

mat when I went into the hall this 

morning. Wishing you all the best for 

health and happiness in the coming 

months. 

 

Paul Snape 

 
Did you know:  Apples can float because 

25% of an apple is made up by air. 
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The Basingstoke — Old 

Basing U3A 
Fed up with Lockdown? Looking for 

something to do? Many of you may not 

realise that Basingstoke has a thriving 

U3A organisation, with over 700 

retired or semi-retired people coming 

together in more than 40 activities! 

With pastimes ranging from sports to 

music, games to crafts, and arts to 

science, there’s something for 

everyone. Why don’t you join us? As a 

member, you can take part in as much 

or as little as you want - our meetings 

are always very friendly and informal.   
 

What we’ve been doing during 

lockdown: We’ve continued to meet in 

a range of ways. Our outdoor activities 

like croquet, walking, and cycling have 

continued over the summer, subject to 

Government guidelines of course. 

Most indoor groups have obviously 

found it harder to carry on as usual 

over the summer, though our Line 

Dancing has re-started and our Strings 

and Things members have been 

playing in their Group Leader’s garden. 

Badminton and Table Tennis are re-

starting on 4 September. 
 

Others are keeping in touch on-line. 

Needles & Pins have met fortnightly to 

look at their work, and Science & 

Technology have shared presentations 

on a wide range of subjects. History 

have had a presentation on WWI and 

WWII communications; and Poetry 

Appreciation have been reviewing 

works by TS Eliot and Gerard Manley 

Hopkins. Biography, Literature, 

Environment and Simply Sewing have 

all followed on too!   
 

Find out more: As time goes on, more 

and more of our groups are devising 

ways of keeping in touch safely, and 

we’re working hard to keep our 

website up-to-date. So do have a look 

at the latest opportunities on https://

www.basingstokeu3a.org/. You can try 

out as many groups as you wish over 

the autumn for only £5. Some of us 

are uncomfortable with technology, so 

you can also ring our national office on 

020-8466-6139. They will re-direct 

you to us locally, and we’ll get back to 

you. 
 

So if you’re looking to develop new 

interests, make new friends, and have 

lots of fun, we’re waiting to hear from 

you! 

 

Linda Wain 

 

Basingstoke Lions Club 
At last we escaped sequestration and 

actually met for Handover. It was a 

pretty joyful occasion even though 

social distancing was still the norm. I 

think a lot of the “joy” was occasioned 

by the fact that there was no handover 

whatsoever. It was very definitely a 

case of “stet” as far as the top jobs 

were concerned. But there was 

nevertheless cause for celebration as 

we welcomed Sarah Williams and 

Charlotte Gruntowska into the Club. 

Both have already proven their worth 

in many ways, but particularly in their 

support for the Fleet computer 

regeneration and distribution scheme. 

And they are full of ideas!  

 

Halfway through the evening our 

President, Tony Bamberger, was left 

uncharacteristically lost for words 

when, to universal acclaim, he was 

voted our Lion of the Year. It was an 

award very well earned. All in all we 
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look forward to the year ahead with 

some optimism. 
 

Since 1992 Quiz Nights have been a 

good fundraiser for us. In fact we were 

due to have one in April at the 

Cliddesden Millennium Hall when the 

dreaded Coronavirus struck and we 

were forced to cancel. We (I) have 

been slow to exploit the potential of 

Zoom for this activity. But, on 1 

August, we’re going to have a go. Our 

regulars have been as slow to react as 

we have, but applications are now 

rolling in. Should be fun provided there 

are no slips between cup and lip! 

 

We are also now considering acts 

which we might get to perform for us 

at the British Legion. We have a 

number of groups who have given us 

Jazz, Motown and Rock nights there 

which were well supported. And it 

boosts the takings of the Legion 

(which is of course another charity) as 

well as ours. And the stop press news 

is that we will be having our next 

business meeting there instead of on 

Zoom. Yippee! 

 

Remember, you too can help to make 

a difference to the lives of others by 

j o i n i n g  u s  v i a 

www.basingstokelions.org.uk.  
 

Philip Wilson 

 

Found in Chineham 
While out walking, several things have 

been found lately! Are any of these 

yours? If so, please contact the details 

shown, and let's see if we can reunite 

you. 
 

Is anyone missing some part of their 

headphones? I found a key part on 

Friday 7th in Chineham between 

Reading Road and Tesco’s. Feel free 

t o  c o n t a c t  m e  o n 

derek@revilomagic.co.uk for more 

information or to claim them back. 
 

Derek Oliver 

 

Is anyone missing a laptop? A laptop in 

a laptop bag was found at a bus stop. 

Contact editor@chienahamchat.com 

with details of the bag’s contents and 

which bus stop it was likely to have 

been. If no reply received, it will be 

handed in to police. 

 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

 

Old Basing  

Royal British Legion 

This year’s Poppy Appeal and 

November’s Remembrance event is 

fast approaching, due to the Covid-19 

restrictions this year will look very 

different from previous years and I will 

keep you up to date as soon as I have 

further information.  

 

We are still collecting used clothes and 

coins, both foreign and pre-decimal, so 

please contact me if you have some 

you wish to donate. Also, if you wish to 

commemorate Remembrance with a 

Poppy wreath there are over 3,000 

different emblems available so you 

can pay respects.  

 

Please let me know if there is a 

specific tribute you would wish to have 

on Remembrance Sunday. I can be 

c o n t a c t e d  o n  h a m p s h i r e . 

chairman@rbl.community. All money 

raised goes to the Poppy Appeal.  

 

Tim Russell 
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Kids’ Chat! 
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www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk 


