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A small selection of the 2014 shoebox Christmas gifts destined for orphanages in 
Eastern Europe. You can help pack the 2015 shoeboxes on 12 October at Christ 

Church. (See page 28 for details). 
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***NEXT COPY DATE: 14th October*** 
Please submit copy to Dennis Clapp, 21 Reading Road or as above. 

Your copy can be accepted handwritten, typed, by e-mail or on common format PC disks.  

October 2015 
You are certainly making my life difficult in the last few months of editing the Chat. 
But what a good problem! So much material that, even despite serious cutting of 
articles, I’ve had to leave out a large number of contributions. I apologise to all 
those affected, but hope you will understand and keep your articles coming. 
 
We are still looking to recruit a new volunteer editor for the Chat. It’s not too late if 
you fancy doing the job. Like any task there are frustrations, but generally it’s very 
rewarding and enjoyable. Plus you get to work with a great team of enthusiastic 
people.  
 
Once again anti-social and inconsiderate behaviour is troubling members of our 
community. Not dog fouling or litter this time, but noisy late night partying, tree 
damage and the ever present trolley dumping. It’s a great shame that such events  
spoil an otherwise pleasant neighbourhood. What can we do to stop the few 
spoiling Chineham and it’s environs?   
 
Dennis Clapp 

Please Note 
The views expressed in Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team do not ac-
cept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in Chineham Chat. Copyright on all 
original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 
We are currently offering 2015/2016 
membership deals for as little as £10. 
Full details and membership forms are 
available from the club.  
 
Entertainment events for October are 
as follows:- 
Monday 5: Bingo. 20.00 in the lounge 
bar. 
 
Thursday 15: Senior citizens’ bingo 
and lunch. 13.30 in the lounge bar. 
 
Saturday 17: Live music with 
Seventeen80, 20.45 in the lounge bar. 
Join us for an evening of rock n roll, 
Americana and Blues. Free admission 
 
Saturday 31: Fireworks night, 18.30 in 
the field. Yes, it’s our annual fireworks 
display. Full details can be found on 
t h e  c l u b  w e b s i t e 
chinehamclub@btinternet.com.  Ticket
s are available from the club or at the 
gate on the night. This event is in 
support of our nominated charity for 
2015/2016, Saxon Wood School. 
 
John Prince 
 
 

Chineham Village Hall 
With Christmas shopping looming, you 
may be interested in visiting Ainees 
Bazaar Arts & Crafts Market on 
Saturday, 31 October in the main hall 
at 1.30pm. Why not pop in, you may 
find some original gift ideas.  
 
Due to some recent changes, an 
updated programme of regular events 
at the hall is shown below for your 
information.  This includes the addition 
of Burlex, a new dance fitness class 

being held on Tuesday evenings at 
6.15pm. 
 
Main Hall 
Monday:  Gym Minis, 9 – 11.30 am, 
Shelley Kerr 07769 916299; Pilates, 
12-1pm, Pam Steele  07841 665343; 
3rd Chineham Brownies, 5.30 – 
6.55pm; 1st Chineham Guides, 7 – 
9pm. 
 
Tuesday:  Caterpillar Music 10am – 12 
noon, Jasmin McCarthy 07952 
935021; Burlex  6.15-7pm;  Aerobics, 
7.30-8.30pm Tracey Kavanagh 07707 
681070. 
 
Wednesday:  Bopping Babies, 10 - 
11.15am, Polly Thatcher 07757 
593840; Weight Watchers, 6.45-
8.15pm; Zumba, 8.30-9.30pm, Rina 
Mistry 07971 553658. 
 
Thursday: Slimming World, 9.30am 
and 11.30am, Faith Howard 07966 
933994; Little Pumas, 4-6pm, Kate 
Scorse 07887 993207; 2nd Chineham 
Guides, 7-9pm. 
 
Friday: Caterpillar Music 9.30-
11.30am, Jasmin McCarthy 07952 
935021; Lyndon School of Dance, 
3.45-6pm, Debbie Palmer 07717 
803080. 
 
Sunday: Karate, 6.30-8pm, Sam 
Mansfield 07919 338556. 
 
Community Rooms 
Monday: Linguatastic, 3.50-5pm, 
Fiona Biermann 07979 725088; 1st 
Chineham Rainbow Guides, 5.30-
6.30pm; Craft Circle, 1st & 3rd 
Mondays of the month, 7.30-10pm, 
Janice Hens 01256 352257. 
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Tuesday: Linguatastic, 9.15 – 
11.15am; 3.50 – 5.20pm. 
 
Wednesday: Linguatastic, 9.15 – 
11.15am; 3.50 – 5.20pm.  
 
Thursday: Linguatastic, 9.15 – 
11.15am; 3.50 – 5.20pm and 5.25 – 
6.25pm. 
 
Friday: Linguatastic, 9.15 – 11.15am; 
3.50 – 5.20pm. 
 
If you are looking for a venue for a 
party or to hold a regular class, please 
contact our booking line on 07935 
328172,  send  an  emai l  to 
chinehamvillagehall@gmail.com or 
complete an enquiry form and check 
out the FAQs on our website 
www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk.  
 
Lynne Hughes 
 
 

Open Day Visits 
Four Lanes Infant School 

If your child will be a September 2016 
starter, you are invited to visit the 
school for a tour with the Headteacher, 
Mrs Jacqui Mallaby,  on the following 
dates/times: 
Monday 19 October: 9:30am, 11am, 
2pm & 6pm 
Tuesday 10 November: 9:30am, 
11am, 2pm & 6pm 
Tuesday 8 December: 9:30am, 11am 
& 2pm 
Wednesday 13 January: 9:30am, 
11am & 2pm 
 
If you would like to attend, please 
contact the school office on 01256-
324256 to book an appointment.  
 
Gill Hayden 

New Editor 
We are still looking to recruit a new  
Editor for the Chat. It’s not too late for 
you to volunteer. The job could be 
shared, so you were only required 
every other month or perhaps 3 
months. 
 
If you can spare 10 or 12 hours a 
month and have a reasonable 
standard of English you could be just 
the person we are seeking. It would be 
useful if you have desk top publishing 
(dtp) experience but this is not 
essential as long as you know how to 
use Microsoft Word or similar 
programme. Microsoft Publisher dtp is 
very similar to Word but just requires 
you to always work in a text box. It also 
has a few other facilities but these can 
be learned on the job. 
 
You will need to work to tight 
deadlines as there is very little time 
between receiving all the contributions 
and compiling the Chat before sending 
it to the printer. 
 
If you think you may be able to help or 
require further details, please contact 
T o n y  H e e l e y  a t 
adverts@chinehamchat.com. 
 
 

RBL Women’s Section 
Our AGM and election of committee is 
on 22 October at 7.30pm Membership 
renewal and then the general meeting 
Is in the Jack Morris Hall, RBL, Old 
Basing. There will be a competition - A 
creepy Hallowe'en decoration. All 
welcome. 
 
Sue Wilson, Publicity 
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Lunchtime Supervisor 
Required 

Four Lanes Community Junior School 
are looking to appoint a Lunchtime 
Supervisor to join our dedicated and 
friendly team. 
 
We can offer you an experienced and 
enthusiastic team to work with; 
support and training; great children! 
 
We are looking for someone to work 
during the lunchtime period. Your role 
will include supervising and helping 
children as they eat their lunch and 
also helping to encourage ‘active play’ 
on the playground by organising 
games or leading small group 
activities. 
For further information please contact 
the school office on 01256 816326. 
 
Virginia Wyatt 
 
 

Chineham WI 
Following our 6th birthday celebrations 
and a dinner to commemorate the 
centenary of the WI in the UK, our 
meeting on 26 October sees a 
graphologist visit us to check out our 
handwriting.   
 
We offer members the opportunity to 
see Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat with a group 
trip on 29 October. And November's 
meeting continues the musical theme 
with a visit from Barfield Handbells.  
 
Meanwhile the WI Lunch Club, 
Gardening Club and Scrabble Club 
continue to meet up for scheduled 
events.  
We plan to contribute a handmade 

woolly Christmas tree for the 
Christmas Tree Festival at Christ 
Church in December and members are 
encouraged to contribute with knitted 
squares, pom-poms and other 
handmade tree decorations. When the 
tree has been dismantled after the 
festival, we hope to sew up the 
squares into a blanket to donate to 
charity. 
  
Our programme of events is many and 
varied.  New members are welcome to 
jo in at  any of  our  monthly 
meetings.  Don't delay, come along to 
Christ Church, Reading Road on the 
26 October.  We start at 7:30 pm and 
we look forward to meeting you. 
   
Pam Malcolm 
 
 

Great Binfields Primary 
School  -  Open Mornings 

Is your child due to start school in 
September 2016? If so, we have 
arranged some Open Mornings on: 
 * Wednesday 14 October 
* Tuesday 10 November 
 
Tours will start at 9.30am and 
10.30am on each of the mornings. 
 
This is an opportunity to see our 
school at work and to talk to some of 
the pupils who will be conducting tours 
on these days.  Our Headteacher, Miss 
Jules Rogers, will be available to meet 
you and answer any questions. 
 
If you would like to attend please 
contact the school office on 01256 
460532 and we will be happy to book 
an appointment for you. 
 
Helen Worgan 
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Greening Campaign 
It is easy to forget that not everyone in 
Chineham knows much about the 
Greening Campaign and there 
are many new residents who 
will have arrived since the 
Greeening Campaign was first 
launched.  
 
The first meeting of the 
Greening Chineham group was 
in September 2010 and came 
about as a local response to 
the emerging evidence of 
global warming and climate change. In 
the Spring of 2011 the Greening 
Chineham campaign was launched 
with an event at Four Lanes junior 
school. The aim of the campaign was 
to highlight ways for householders to 
save energy at home and save money. 
You can read about the energy saving 
ideas at http://ow.ly/S8J4h.  In the 
following years, 2012 and 2013,  
energy saving, home insulation, water 
saving and recycling were the subjects 
of events run by the Greening 
Chineham campaign team. Since 
August 2011 a regular Greening 
Chineham article has appeared in the 
Chineham Chat. The Greening 
Chineham group have also been 
involved in Green Week since it was 
first initiated in 2013 by Basingstoke 
Transition Network.  
 
Over time members of the Greening 
Chineham group have changed, some 
have moved away from Chineham, 
new members have joined and a few 
of the original team remain. It goes 
without saying that it is difficult to 
maintain impetus within groups such 
as ours, commitment remains but 
ideas are hard to put into action.   

Our recycling question for this month 
is ‘Can crisp packets and foil packets 
such those in which instant coffee is 

packaged be recycled?’ Crisp 
packets cannot be recycled, 
they are not made from 
aluminium foil so put them in 
the black bin. Kenco foil 
packets with the terracycle 
symbol can be recycled for 
charity. In Basingstoke they 
can be taken to Trinity 
Methodist Church, Sarum Hill, 
Basingstoke RG21 8SR. The 
recycling is for 1st Basingstoke 

Girls’ Brigade and they use the money 
raised to support a home for 
disadvantaged girls in Zambia. They 
have a blue bin which allows 24/7 
access and this is sited outside and to 
the right of Sarum Hall, Trinity 
Methodist Church. If you have more 
information about what can be 
recycled and where, let us know at 
greeningchineham@hotmail.co.uk. 
 
This will be my last article for the Chat 
for a while, other members of the 
group will contribute in the coming 
months, Greening Chineham is not 
going away!  
 
Sue Juon  
 
 

Did You Know  
The value of bikes stolen each year 
exceeds the value of property stolen in 
house burglaries? Please buy a lock 
and use it. Also security mark your 
bike with your postcode, and register it 
at www.immobilise.com along with a 
photo and the serial number. 
 

PC 741 Simon Wright 
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News from the Beat 
I am pleased to report that no crime 
has occurred in the last month that 
there is a need to make you aware of. 
But please make sure that you do not 
drop your guard, as there will be 
criminals out there looking to take 
advantage of any opportunity given to 
them. So please ensure that your 
homes and vehicles are locked and 
secured. 
 
Halloween is just round the corner 
(the year goes so quickly doesn’t it?) 
and I would urge all parents to ensure 
their children are not leaving the 
house with any eggs, flour or other 
items that could be used as missiles 
to throw at people or property. 
Halloween is a time when elderly and/
or vulnerable people can be targeted 
by youths with such items. This can be 
very distressing for those people and 
we will not tolerate anyone engaging 
in this type of anti-social behaviour. In 
fact, egging a person is an assault, 
and egging property is criminal 
damage, and those committing these 
acts will be arrested. If you or your 
children intend to go Trick or Treating, 
please respect the wishes of residents 
who display a sign requesting that you 
do not call at this address. 
 
We are also moving into that time of 
year when we will start to see 
fireworks being sold in shops. Please 
be considerate to others and think 
about the laws surrounding fireworks. 
It is an offence to set off fireworks 
after Midnight on 5 November (and 
NYE, Chinese New year and Diwali) 
and after 11pm on any other night. 
Any person found setting off fireworks 

after these times can expect to 
receive an £80 fine.  
 
As we all know, fireworks can be 
extremely dangerous when misused 
and can cause serious injury and even 
death. Please ensure that any 
fireworks you buy are stored safely 
and securely out of reach of children 
and teenagers. Anyone under the age 
of 18 caught possessing adult 
fireworks in a public place or throwing 
fireworks in the street will also be 
issued with an £80 penalty notice.  
 
There will be extra patrols during the 
Halloween and Bonfire periods to deal 
with anyone committing ASB and we 
look forward to seen you out enjoying 
the festivities. 
 
Apologies to anyone who attended last 
months beat surgery. Unfortunately 
other commitments meant we were 
unable to attend. Please feel free to 
contact us to discuss any issues you 
wanted to raise. 
 
NB - Please do not report crimes or 
anti-social behaviour via email as we 
may not be on duty or may not be able 
to access them at that time, and 
therefore you will not get the response 
you require. Please call 999 or 101 as 
appropriate. 
 
PC Jim Charlton 21015 and PCSO 
Nicole Wheatley 15936 
 
Beat surgery – 1st Wed. of the month 
at Costa Coffee in the Chineham 
Centre at 16:30-17:30 
Tel:101 (or request to leave a 
message using our collar numbers). 
james.charlton@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
 



 

 

Morris Rise Partiers 
I appreciate summer is here and we all 
enjoy a bbq or party with friends. That 
said, on Saturday 15 August, your 
partying, loud music, bad singing, 
ridiculous cackling and general 
outrageous disturbance went on until 
3:30am.   
 
In case you have not noticed, you live 
in a built up residential area and there 
are other houses all around you that 
could quite clearly hear all the noise 
you were making. You managed to 
disturb and disrupt a lot of peoples 
evening and sleep that night and the 
next morning a number of people in 
my street were extremely tired, 
annoyed and upset at your total lack 
of consideration. Please be more 
thoughtful next time. 
 
G. Row 
 
 

Small Hours Partying 
This is to whoever was having a party 
either in Great Oaks Chase or possibly 
Morris Rise on 15 August.  What were 
you thinking making that kind of noise 
until gone 3 o’clock in the morning?   
 
Do you have no courtesy or 
consideration?  Occasionally the music 
dialled down a notch or two and I 
thought for one moment I might finally 
be able to sleep and then rather 
cruelly you would crank it back up 
again. That along with people 
shouting, kids screaming and very 
loud persistent laughter there really 
was no hope of sleep.  
 
Some of us have to work on Sundays 
and get up early. Some of us have 

smal l  chi ldren who need to 
sleep. Some of us just want to live in a 
nice area and not have our lives 
disrupted by thoughtless inconsiderate 
people who think this sort of behaviour 
is acceptable. Noise travels - 
especially at 3am, please try and 
remember that next time. 
  
Charlie Bailey 
 
 

Anti Social Behaviour 
An incident took place in Fox's Furlong 
on Friday 21 August approximately 
1:15am when a neighbour witnessed 
the following.  
 
A group of youths snatched a Bay Tree 
in its pot from a neighbours' front 
garden, and ran off out of sight. It was 
then realised later that the said pot 
was transported to our front garden 
and left on the lawn. In that process a 
young Crab Apple tree was severely 
damaged with clusters of the fruit torn 
from the tree and scattered over the 
grass.  Worse still, a main branch was 
wrenched from the trunk leaving it 
splintered and hanging, making no 
choice but to cut away the damage. 
This small tree, which is of sentimental 
value, has now lost its' uniform 
appearance and balance all due to a 
group of small minded youths who 
seem to think that their warped 
interpretation of fun is damaging other 
peoples' property and pleasure.  
 
I hope this account will be read by 
those responsible and realise their 
abhorrent behaviour is intolerable, 
prick their conscience and feel 
thoroughly ashamed of themselves. 
 
Robert Dines 

13 



 

 

Chineham Parish Council 
Community Events 
Details of community events can be 
added to the “Events” calendar on the 
Parish Council website.  Please let the 
Clerk or Assistant Clerk have the 
details. 
 
Meetings 
The meeting dates until the end of the 
year are: 
12 October                                         9 November 
14 December 
 
They start at 7.45pm in the 
Community Rooms at the Chineham 
Village Hall (the public sessions will 
start at 7.50 pm). 
 
The Parish Council is here to help the 
residents of Chineham, so if there is a 
Chineham issue you are concerned 
about, please feel free to contact the 
Clerk, Sally Jackson on 01256 
4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 
clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 
Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 
0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 
assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 
during office hours only please. The 
Parish Council website can be found at 
www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 
 

Bus Lay-By at Village Hall 
You may be aware that there used to 
be a bus lay-by outside Chineham 
Village Hall. This was removed some 
time ago in line with the County policy 
of gradually removing every bus lay-by. 
This was to prevent buses being 
stopped from pulling out by a 
continuous stream of traffic, which 
apparently upsets bus timetables. 
 
You may also be aware that some 

impatient car drivers are not prepared 
to wait for the bus and are overtaking 
on the wrong side of the road, putting 
lives in danger. I have witnessed 3 
such incidents from where I live and 
there are regular verbal complaints 
from people who have narrowly 
avoided a head-on collision.  
 
Chineham Parish Council believes that 
the policy should be flexible, that 
safety should override any other 
argument and that we should not have 
to wait until there is a fatality before 
the lay-by is restored.  
 
At present there is not enough 
'evidence' that the bus lay-by is 
needed or wanted by enough people. 
This is where you come in. If you agree 
that the bus lay-by outside our Village 
Hall should be restored, please can 
you take a moment to sign our online 
petition at http://www.ipetitions.com/
petition/chineham-vh-bus-stop 
 
Laura Romney 
For a hard copy version please call 
352434. There should also be a copy 
to sign at the village hall.  
 
 

Basingstoke Gang Show  
Basingstoke Gang Show is back for 
2016. The enthusiastic cast of local 
Scouts and Guides started rehearsals 
on the 4 September. The Show will be 
performed form 11 - 20 February 
2016 at the Haymarket Theatre.  
 

Early booking (quote code BGS2016)
and group discounts are available for 
certain performances if purchased 
before 31 January 2016. Discounts 
are not available for online bookings. 
 

Kirsty Sayers 
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Tales of an Allotmenteer 
The summer is often a tricky time of 
year for the allotmenteers who find 
themselves torn between tending their 
plot and harvesting the vegetables - 
many of which are at their best from 
July onwards - and enjoying a much 
needed holiday, a welcome break from 
both the day job and the weekend job.  
 
As soon as the schools broke up it 
seems that the heavens opened; 
normally they’d close again when they 
went back, but there seems to be little 
respite this year. As a consequence 
there was no need to rally the troops 
for watering duty whilst we were away. 
The allotment has flourished and 
regular harvesting has ensured that 
we have a constant supply of fresh veg 
for the table.   
 
Sweetcorn is at its best at the moment 
and whilst we can’t compete with 
Merrydown’s Maze, our small block of 
plants has produced some lovely 
sweet cobs, some of which have made 
it home to be cooked. Others have 
been eaten as they’ve been picked!  
 
A fortnight’s break meant that  some 
of the courgettes had outgrown 
themselves and were masquerading 
as marrows, which my friend used to 
make a delicious marrow and ginger 
jam.  Jam isn’t just for scones or toast, 
this one is particularly good as a glaze 
spread over chicken breasts before 
they are baked in the oven. 
 
Sally Dodd 
 
 
 
 

Borough Councillor 
Joyce Bowyer 

October is set to become a very busy 
month with the Inspector arriving to 
scrutinize the Local Plan for 
Basingstoke as well as receiving 
discussions from interested parties. 
 

Until we get this plan approved, 
without a 5 year land supply, we are 
t o t a l l y  o p e n  t o  s p e c u l a t i v e 
Developments across our part of 
Hampshire and we have seen more 
than our fair share in our corner of the 
Borough. 
 

Along with colleagues from Chineham 
and Bramley I have attended a pre 
planning  meeting for a development 
at Redlands off the A33 roundabout 
opposite Taylors Farm for up to 150 
dwellings. There is a Pop up Café at 
Sherfield Park Community Centre on 
Sunday morning  4 October between 
10.30 and 12.30 where the plans can 
be viewed and a representative will be 
available to answer any questions 
though I stress this is not a 
consultation but an exchange of views 
and ideas. 
 

I will also be attending a meeting 
concerning detailed planning for 
Razors Farm and hope that concerns 
expressed by Councillors at the last 
meeting will have been addressed. 
Although both these Developments are 
in adjoining parishes they have a huge 
affect on the residents of Chineham. 
 

Please get in touch if you have any 
issues I can help with. 
 
Joyce Bowyer  
Mobile: 07919990908 
Cllr.joyce.bowyer@basingstoke.gov.uk 
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County and Borough 
Councillor Elaine Still 

As part of its 2015/16 Minor Highways 
Works programme, Hampshire County 
Council (HCC) has approved a scheme in 
Thornhill Way, Chineham, for the 
introduction of a zebra crossing to 
replace an existing pedestrian refuge to 
the south of Puttenham Road. 
 
I have for several years campaigned for 
this Zebra crossing and recently I was 
successful in securing funding on the 
minor works programme to allow the 
scheme to go forward. 
 
The design work for the installation of 
the proposed zebra crossing is with the 
Parish Council to seek their views on the 
proposal.  The Parish Council has been 
asked to return their views by 18 
September.  I hope by the time you read 
this article the installation of this much 
needed crossing will be underway.  
 
The site has been assessed in 
accordance with HCC policy and the 
conversion to a zebra crossing is 
considered to be appropriate due to the 
f r e q u e n t  p e d e s t r i a n  c r o s s i n g 
movements at the site throughout the 
day with particular times of increased 
activity at school arrival and collection 
times.  
 
Following reports of dangerous 
overtaking of stationary buses, I am also 
arranging to meet all appropriate bodies 
regarding the possible reinstatement of 
the bus lay-by outside the Village Hall. 
 
Elaine Still 
Tel: 01256 880926 
Mobile: 07747862913 
Website elainestill.com 
elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 
cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor  
Paul Miller 

During October the Draft Local Plan 
will start to undergo examination by 
the Planning Inspectorate to 
determine whether we have satisfied 
the criteria for a sound, sustainable 
Housing and Infrastructure future for 
the Borough up to 2029. The 
examination will take place at the Civic 
Offices and will hear evidence and 
opinion from residents, businesses, 
community groups, Councillors, Parish 
Councils and the public. In the 
preparation of the most recent Draft 
Local Plan, we have incorporated 
recommendations put forward by the 
Inspector last November and we have 
confidence that the Plan can be 
‘adopted’ in Spring next year. This will 
allow BDBC to have more control over 
planning applications as they must 
then comply with the policies within 
the Local Plan. Also, this should lead 
to a reduction in applications for 
smaller developments in our area that 
create even more strain on our local 
resources.  
 
I continue to have a dialogue with the 
Chineham Medical Practice over a 
possible future site to allow them to 
expand to satisfy continued demand 
for their services for now and in the 
future. If you have visited the Practice 
recently you may have noticed on the 
electronic screen that the capacity is 
12000 registered patients and 
currently they have 11600 on the 
register. 
 

Paul Miller 
Tel: 01256 467400 
Mobile: 07777 659022 
cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  



 

 

Chineham Library 
We hope that your children have all 
settled into their new classes, and are 
enjoying the Autumn term. We have 
started to welcome some of the new 
colleagues who are joining our team, 
so you will meet some new faces at 
our regular activities.  
 
We have resumed the monthly 
Saturday craft sessions, with the 
remaining sessions for the year being 
the 7 November and the 5 of 
December. Those of you who attend 
our other regular activities, or would 
like to do so, will have found that 
these resumed in September. Details 
are always available from the staff, or 
sources such as web sites and 
Facebook pages. 
 
At the time of writing, Four Lanes 
Infant and Junior Schools are tying for 
first place for the numbers finishing  
the Summer Reading Challenge. The 
final figure will be available next 
month. Unfortunately the world record 
attempt was unsuccessful, but 
Hampshire Libraries achieved a 
creditable 3000 pledges.  
 
Cathy Foster 
 
 

CAB Needs You 
With the aid of technology we now 
have a new and exciting opportunity 
for people to volunteer from home via 
email, phone and web chat. This is 
ideal for people who may have 
commitments at home, but can spare 
a few hours to help others.  
 
We offer full training and the chance 
to work with a team of inspiring and 

dedicated people.  After initial training 
you are always fully supported by our 
dedicated supervisory team. In return 
you will learn new skills, gain work 
experience and be involved in the 
wider wellbeing of your community as 
well as being part of a friendly team 
committed to providing help to 
individuals and families. 
 
Our volunteers are made up of people 
from all ages and backgrounds, from 
students to retirees  and new mums to 
grandparents. If you are interested in 
learning more please contact us on 
01256 329984 for a chat or to 
request a volunteer pack. Or you could 
just pop into the bureaux in the 
Discovery Centre in Basingstoke or the 
Town Council offices in Tadley. 
 
Nicola Dale 
 
 

Grease 
BATS next performance is the 
‘electrifying’ rock ‘n roll show, Grease. 
 
Nine performances of Grease run from 
Thursday 19 - Saturday 28 November.  
Performances start at 7:30pm with 
two Saturday matinees (2:30 pm) at 
the Haymarket Theatre, Basingstoke. 
 
Full ticket prices £22.50 (adult) and 
£14 (Children 16 and under). All prices 
include Anvil Arts £1 booking fee per 
ticket. Concessions apply for all 
performances for over-60s, groups 
and full-time students.  
 
Book your tickets online via 
www.bats.net, www.anvilarts.org.uk, 
call 01256 844244 or visit The 
Haymarket or Anvil box offices.   
 

Laura Balment 
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Minister’s Message 
It was the first Sunday in September 
and as I made my way to church early 
in the morning I noticed the nip in the 
air and the dew on cars and grass. It 
felt very much like autumn had 
arrived.  
 
Now I don't know about you but I have 
a love hate relationship with autumn. I 
hate it because it brings the threat of 
winter. It brings the end of the cricket 
season. It brings the beginning of long 
dark nights. But then there is much 
that I like about it. I like misty 
mornings, multi-coloured leaves and 
dew on the cobwebs and especially I 
like the harvest services. 
 
In times past I loved to see the 
children bring their boxes of food and 
then look round a church and see fruit 
and vegetables displayed on window 
ledges and bunches of autumn 
coloured flowers. I enjoyed singing the 
familiar harvest hymns and taking the 
opportunity to thank God for the 
harvest. 
 
Today things are very different. When 
we had our Harvest service at the end 
of September yes there was a display 
of fruit and veg but the produce 
brought in was pasta and cans 
suitable to go to the Camrose Centre 
which is a drop-in service dedicated to 
providing support and assistance to 
the homeless, vulnerably housed and 
socially isolated in Basingstoke. 
 
However, just as the feel of autumn is 
the same as it was years ago so is the 
essence of harvest. Harvest is always 
to me about the miracle of 
multiplication.  

I am no great gardener but a few years 
ago I thought I’d try and turn a 
desolate patch of our garden into 
something useful. So, best as I could, I 
dug it over and got some potatoes and 
planted them. When I eventually came 
to dig them up many had successfully 
produced a crop of potatoes. That to 
me is the miracle of multiplication. 
From one potato came lots. 
 
I see this as part of God’s gracious 
provision for humanity. It is in the light 
of this that I can sing the familiar hymn 
which goes, ‘We plough the fields and 
scatter the good seed on the land but 
it is fed and watered by God’s almighty 
hand’. 
 
Harvest and harvest services are very 
much part of the autumn and I see 
them as important not just in 
recognising the patterns of the year 
but the goodness of God who provides 
for us via the miracle of multiplication. 
I hope you can enjoy the autumn and 
all the good gifts God gives us. 
 
Ian Bentley 
 (Minister at Christ Church Chineham) 
 
 

Christ Church Activities 
Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am 
every Sunday – no charge, all 
welcome! Groups for children and 
young people of all ages meet at the 
10.30am service. The 9am service 
tends to be quieter and more 
reflective. During October we will begin 
looking at the book of Joshua and the 
story of the living God and how he 
keeps his promises to his faithful 
people. Our sermons are recorded and 
are available along with the text at 
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www.christchurchchineham.org.uk.  
There will be a service of Holy 
Communion at 11am on Tuesday 27 
October (after which lunch will be 
served at 12noon – see below for 
details).   
  
Prayer:  Is there something you would 
like prayer for? Do let us know – 
contact details below.  If you would like 
to come and pray at the Church you 
would be most welcome. Our Prayer 
Room is open whenever the building is 
open – you are welcome to drop in to 
sit and pray in silence, or if you would 
like someone to pray with or for you we 
can arrange that. “Come and pray” 
with us – we have prayer meetings 
scheduled on a weekly basis 
throughout October on alternative 
Sunday and Monday evenings – do 
contact us if you would like 
details.  Everyone is welcome to join us 
as we pray for our church, our 
community and our world. You do not 
have to pray out loud and prayers are 
led.    
  
Coffee and Co: Our Monday morning 
café will continue to be open from 
9.30am to 11.30am with coffee, cake 
and activities for the children. The café 
is open to all, whether or not you are a 
member of the Church – you will find a 
warm welcome and plenty of people to 
chat with.   
  
Luncheon Club:  The next one will be 
on 27 October at 12noon when 
everyone is welcome to join us for a 
tasty two course lunch – there is no 
need to book! The cost is £4 for 
adults, £2 for children. There will be a 
service of Holy Communion at 11am 
on that date so you are welcome to 

celebrate with us before the lunch too. 
  
CCBBies: The group meets on 
Thursday mornings during term time 
from 10am to 11.15am when there is 
a range of activities for pre-school 
children as we learn about Jesus and 
the Bible together. Parents/carers are 
required to stay with their children; 
there is no charge and refreshments 
are served.   
  
Messy Church: Our next Messy Church 
will be on 5 October and we look 
forward to seeing you then! Come 
along straight from school from 3.45-
4.15pm when there  wi l l  be 
refreshments and a range of games to 
play. A range of “Messy” activities 
begin at 4.15pm, supper is served at 
5.15pm and it is time to go home at 
5.45pm.  There is no charge although 
donations towards the cost of the food 
are gratefully received. If you are 
planning to come along and have any 
special dietary needs we would 
appreciate knowing in advance. Messy 
Church is aimed at families so 
parents/carers are required to stay 
with their children.  All welcome! 
  
Kids’ Club:  Our next Kids’ Club will be 
on Saturday 17 October when children 
at primary school are invited to join us 
for lots of fun and games in the Wesley 
Hall from 5-6.30pm. The cost is £1 per 
person; do bring some extra cash for a 
hot snack and tuck and bring a friend 
too! 
  
Thank God It’s Friday (TGIF) Youth 
Club:  The Club is open to young 
people from year 6 upwards on Friday 
evenings during term time from 8-
9.30pm in the Wesley Hall. The 
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entrance fee is just £1 (bring some 
extra cash for tuck) and there is a 
range of weekly activities including a 
special activity each month.   
 
4Men: How do you deal with the 
excess amounts of stress that can 
occur in life?  What is stress and what 
ef fect  does i t  have on our 
bodies?  What is neuroscience telling 
us about stress? How are biblical 
principles relevant to current medical 
science? Join subject experts Dr Kara 
Lawman and Henry Ford to help 
answer questions you may have in this 
area on Sunday 25 October from 7-
9pm at Christ Church. There is no 
charge to attend this talk but it would 
be helpful to know if you are coming. 
This month  we are also planning a trip 
to Octoberfest and in November we 
have a breakfast talk with Andy 
Rimmer, who is the chaplain to the 
newly promoted Premier League Club 
AFC Bournemouth; please contact us 
for details or take a look at http://
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk/
community/events-men  
 
4Women: A film night just for ladies is 
planned for Friday 23 October. As 
usual we will have a relaxed evening 
together sharing light refreshments 
and watching a movie with plenty of 
time to socialise. Do contact us for 
details, all ladies welcome! 
 
Christmas Shoeboxes: Thank you to 
everyone who has been bringing in 
donat ions for  our  Chr is tmas 
shoeboxes. As usual we will be 
sending boxes filled with stationery, 
toiletries, hats, gloves, scarves, toys, 
jewellery and wrapped sweets to 
needy children in Eastern Europe with 

Mustard Seed Relief Mission. Please 
come along and help us, even for just 
half an hour or so, between 2 and 6pm 
on Monday 12 October when we are 
planning to fill 300 boxes with 
donations received.  All welcome; there 
will be refreshments.  If you would like 
to fill your own box from home we can 
send a leaflet to you; contact details 
below.  The boxes will be collected on 
5 November. 
 
First Aid: A course is planned for 
Saturday 24 October. Please contact 
us for details if you are interested in 
attending.   
 
Charity collections: We continue to 
collect stamps (new and used), ink 
cartridges, postcards, spectacles, 
socks, tools, bedding, tins and packets 
of food, and tops from supermarket 
milk bottles for various charities and in 
September we started to collect 
bedding, warm clothing, shoes, 
toiletries and non-perishable food for 
the refugee crisis. We can find a home 
for most things so if you have anything 
you would like to pass on do contact 
us!  Unfortunately we are no longer 
able to collect empty baby wipe 
packets; if you hear of another outlet 
do let us know! 
  
Room hire: Rooms are available to hire 
either on a one-off or regular 
basis.  Contact us for details or look  at 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk   
 Prices start at £7.75 per hour 
(Community Rate) which includes use 
of the kitchen/snack bar where tea, 
coffee, sugar and squash are 
provided.   
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Further information: if you would like 
to know anything about the life and 
activities of Christ Church please 
contact Ruth or Gill on 1256 474280 
admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk 
or drop in to the office which is now 
open on Fridays as well as Monday 
through to Thursday.  You can also find 
out information about Christ Church 
on www.christchurchchineham.org.uk , 
on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
christchurchchineham) and follow us 
on Twitter @ccChineham.  
 
Ruth Randall 
 
 

Allotment & Garden 
Society 

Old Basing Allotment & Garden Society 
shop in Riley Lane Old Basing (opp 
Bolton Arms pub) will be open 11 
October, 11.00 to noon. 
 
Tony Stoney 
 
 

Christmas Tree Festival 
Plans are continuing to progress for 
our fourth Christmas Tree Festival at 
Christ Church, Chineham on 5 and 6 
December.  As usual we are 
encouraging local groups from the 
community and church to decorate 
trees. This year our theme will be 
‘What does Christmas mean to me?’ .   
  
This year we are also going to have a 
competition running alongside the 
Christmas Tree Festival where 
individuals or groups will are invited to 
write or produce a creative piece of 
work on our theme ‘What does 
Christmas means to me?’ This could 

be a story, poem, photo or painting 
(anything that fits on an A4 sheet for 
an individual and A3 for groups). There 
is also a Christmas Tree colouring 
competition for pre-school children. 
  
There is no charge for dressing a tree 
or entering the competition. If you 
would like to dress a tree or get 
involved in the competition please do 
contact me for details and the relevant 
application forms on 843408 or 
amanda.hedgecoc1@btinternet.com  
  
Amanda Hedgecock 
 
 

Shopping Trolleys 
No doubt I am not the first person to 
write to you regarding the trolley 
problem in the Great Binsfield Copse, 
an ancient woodland and it is used to 
dump trolleys, it's heartbreaking! 
 
Anyway, I have recently been emailing 
and tweeting Tesco every time there is 
a trolley dumped in the woodland in 
the hope that it may put some 
pressure on them to introduce ideally 
location-locked trolleys or, at a push, 
pay for trolleys. At least then, when I 
have to take them back, I'd be making 
£1 every time! 
 
I would ask people to, if you must use 
a trolley through the woodland, 
please return it to Tesco.  If you do see 
an abandoned trolley, please don't be 
silent; Tweet @Tesco and email 
customer.service@tesco.co.uk.  
 
Hopefully with some local pressure we 
can reclaim a beautiful local area from 
the Tesco trolley blight! 
 
Richard Booth 
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NHW Cycle Ride 
Encouraged by perfect cycling 
weather, 100 cyclists turned out on 6 
September. Feedback about the 10-
mile scenic cycle route was very 
positive. The success of the event was 
down to a small team of volunteers 
who organised and manned it.  
 
Cyclists were sent off in small groups 
by the Mayor of Basingstoke and were 
helped safely across the A33 by three 
uniformed PCSO's.  Thanks to 
Sainsbury's, free refreshments were 
available both during and after the 
ride. On return to the Scout Hut, 
random prizes were claimed by those 
cyclists with lucky booklet numbers.  
 
Laura Romney 
 
 

Into the Woods 
Imagine all the well-known fairytale 
characters coming together in one 
unique show.  Limelight, the youth arm 
of BAOS (Basingstoke Amateur 
Operatic Society) do just that with their 
production of Into the Woods. 
  
The hugely talented and NODA award 
winning Limelighters bring the story to 
life on stage at Queen Mary’s College 
Hall, Basingstoke on 24 and 25 
October. 
 
T i c k e t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m 
www.baos.ticketsource.co.uk or by 
calling 763127. For more information 
and group bookings please contact 
baoslimelight@yahoo.co.uk. 
 
Wendy Blackall 
 

Alone, Need to Get Out 
More 

Fun and good company awaits you in 
abundance via Meetup. 
 
Basingstoke Meetup Group is 
managed by Anne Murrill. Anne 
charges a modest joining fee of £5 
and membership fee of £15 per year. 
This pays for the subscription of the 
Meetup website and also covers any 
expenses incurred in running the 
group and its numerous events.   
 
The Group  is open to anyone over 25 
from all walks of life, keen to try new 
things, socialise and make friends. 
Anne offers a very wide programme of 
events to suit all tastes, such as walks, 
pub quizzes, days out, weekends 
away, dinners and games evenings.  
 
There are many Meetup Groups in 
Basingstoke and surrounding areas. 
However Anne’s was the first, is the 
most active and Anne continually 
maintains her mission to run the most 
diverse and inclusive Meetup Group in 
the area.  
 
For information see website http://
www.meetup .com/Bas ingstoke -
Meetup . Anne also runs a very active 
walking group in the area too – 
Basingstoke Walking Group - http://
www.meetup.com/The-Walking-Group/  
Neither group are singles groups. 
Whilst most members are single we do 
have lots of couples in the group but 
we do need more men! Therefore men 
joining before the end of October will 
get £5 discount. Just quote – MEETUP 
1 when you sign up. 
 
Anne Murrill 
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Nature Notes 
I have always noticed an autumnal 
smell in the air at the end of August. 
It  reminds me of childhood when I was 
old enough to take the dog for the 
morning walks. This year there was a 
distinct nip in the air as well. When the 
sun appeared it highlighted the Spider 
webs, especially when they were 
covered in dew.  
 
I was pleased that a bucket of apples 
was left outside a house in Reading 
Road, with a sign asking people to help 
themselves, but leave the bucket, 
which I duly did. As a result, I was able 
to bake a cake and freeze the rest for 
puddings. I found pears there next day 
together with a different note. I did 
leave some for others plus the 
container. Thank you for the kind 
thought.   
 
I must grow some beans and tomatoes 
in pots next year as friends have had 
great success. Despite having lavished 
lots of compost on my garden, 
vegetables didn’t grow well in the past, 
because they were always eaten by 
hordes of slugs, snails and pigeons. I 
finally managed to keep my Hostas 
practically hole-free, but, only by 
growing them in large well-greased 
tubs, up on a table and removing any 
pests that somehow managed to 
climb. It is always amazing that these 
slimy creatures can scale such heights 
without obvious means. Sometimes 
the aroma of favourite food such as 
Hosta ,Lobelia or Delphinium must 
spur them on. Remember the Lily 
Beetles and my solitary Lily.  
 
I was admiring Connie’s lovely garden 
with its array of late-summer flowers, 
when her dog, Cooper, picked up a 

frog. He allowed me to take it away 
from him to put it elsewhere, but, after 
Cooper started sniffing at the first 
bush, I then had to find a very 
concealed hiding place for the frog!  I 
remember my cats used to deposit 
them in the sitting room and how we 
sometimes spent ages removing the 
odd one from the bowels of the 
chairs.                                                      
                                  
Brenda kindly phoned me to say that 
she had had a visit from a hedgehog 
during the day, but after feeding and 
watering it for several days, it 
disappeared. Well done.  
 
I have heard the Cuckoo at different 
times until 10 August. It was definitely 
only the two notes and not the three of 
the Pigeon, so it was our Spring baby 
before it flew off to Africa.    
 
After my Buddleja flowered in July, I 
was concerned that despite dead-
heading, it might not flower later for 
the Butterflies. I need not have worried 
as, not only that one, but also others 
are in bloom, with a showing of red, 
pink, white and yellow in addition to 
the pale and dark purple.   
 
Please watch out for any hedgehogs 
appearing during the day, as they will 
be hungry or thirsty. They will eat 
chopped cat or dog food, but, if they 
look tiny, feed and put in a box. The 
vet will usually give you a phone 
number for a rescue person or take 
them in. Don’t forget that I will help if 
possible. 
 
Please keep your sightings coming 
t o  0 1 2 5 6  4 7 9 5 6 2   o r 
ginny.wright2@btinternet.com  
 
Ginny Wright 



 

 

World Sight Day  
45 million people in the world are 
blind. 90% live in areas with little or no 
access to treatment. 80% of blindness 
is curable and preventable. 
 
Basingstoke Lions Club is again 
inviting people to bring along any old, 
unused spectacles to their stall in 
Queen Anne’s Square, Festival Place 
on 8 October between 9am and 3pm, 
where they can also col lect 
information leaflets, receive advice on 
help available locally and see small 
items of equipment that assist those 
with impaired vision.  
 
There will be a raffle and various local 
organisations are supporting the event 
through the supply of literature and 
equipment, and opticians in the town 
are also promoting the event.  
 
Ann Vicars  
 
 

Cat Carers Needed  
Cats Protection’s Basingstoke & 
District Branch is looking to recruit 
fosterers to care for unwanted and 
abandoned cats while they wait to find 
a new owner. 
  
Cat fostering is hands-on cat welfare 
work looking after felines on a short-
term basis, either in cat pens in their 
garden or a spare room in their home.  
 
If you are interested in becoming a 
volunteer please call 0845 177 1364 
o r  e m a i l  a d o p t a c a t -
basingstoke@hotmail.co.uk.  
 
Clare Toombes 
 

Basingstoke Lions 
Up Coming Events:  
7 November::  The Hampshire Police 
Band at Queen Mary’s College 
14 November: Quiz Night at 
Cliddesden Millenium Hall 
 
Tickets/table bookings are available 
from Maurice Hockley on 421857 or 
mauricehockley@hotmail.com: John 
Lincoln jomolincoln@btinternet.com or 
3 2 5 2 8 0 ;  a n d  P h i l i p  W i l s o n 
philipjhwilson@btinternet.com or 
01256 352393. 
 
Young Ambassador Competition: This 
is your opportunity to nominate  a 
young person who works to support 
others in the community. Contact John 
Lincoln on jomolincoln@btinternet.com 
for details. 
 
Philip Wilson 
 
 

Hispanic Day 
12 October is “El Día de la 
Hispanidad” (Hispanic Day). It 
commemorates the exact date that 
Christopher Columbus first set foot in 
the Americas. In 2014, the United 
Nations declared 12 October “Spanish 
Language Day”.  Spanish ranks as the 
world's No. 2 language in terms of how 
many people speak it as their first 
language.  
 
Perhaps you might consider learning 
some Spanish yourself (or offering 
your child the opportunity to)? 
Linguatastic runs a variety of Spanish 
classes. For further information, 
please e-mail info@linguatastic.com or 
telephone 811100. 
 
Fiona Biermann 
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Four Lanes Community 
Centre 

Coach Trip : To Jersey Boys in the West 
End. Thursday 12 November at 
7.30pm. Tickets are £55.00 per 
person including coach fare. 1st 
instalment of £35.00 due 1 October 
non-refundable and balance of £20.00 
due 1 November. 
 
Coach pick up and departure times are 
Sherfield Park Community Centre 
4.20pm and Four Lanes Community 
Junior School, Chineham 4.35pm. 
Departing London 10.30pm arriving 
back at approximately midnight 
 
Minibeasts: Wednesday 14 October   
9.30am to 11.00am. Free of charge.  
Lots of fun based on the Hungry 
Caterpillar. A unique hands on 
experience which can promote basic 
m a t h s  a n d  l i t e r a c y  s k i l l s , 
environmental awareness and 
promote animal welfare. Activities in 
include arts and crafts, stories and 
animal handling. Booking is essential 
to avoid disappointment 
 
Family Fun Day: Wednesday 28 
October 10.00am- 2pm at Sherfield 
Park Community Centre. Lots of fun 
activities including arts and crafts, 
funky jewellery, cooking the healthy 
way and much more. Booking 
Essential. Free of charge. Call Candice 
01256 883967 or Tracy 01256 
810499 
 
Crafty Christmas: Five week free 
course. Come and join us for lots of 
fun making exciting Christmas crafts 
such as cards, decorations, cookery 
and much more to get ready for the big 
day. Starts Friday 6 November to 4 

December,   9.30am to 11.30am 
 
Sign Language: Four week course for 
absolute beginners. It requires no 
previous experience or knowledge.  It 
is fun and will guide you through from 
the very beginning to being able to 
hold a simple conversation. Starts 
Wednesday 11 November to 2 
December. Cost £25.00. 
 
Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: For 
mums/dads, babies and pre-school 
children. Come and join us and have 
fun. There will be a range of activities 
including indoor and outdoor toys, arts 
and crafts, stories and rhymes, drinks 
and biscuits.  All based in a safe and 
welcoming environment. Wednesdays - 
9.30am to 11.00am on going. Cost 
£12.00 for 6 weeks or £2.50 per week 
on a drop-in basis. Please contact us 
to register your interest 
 
ZUMBA: Zumba is the best way to lose 
weight while enjoying high energy and 
motivating dance moves alongside 
fantastic dance music. Mondays – 
7 . 3 0 p m  t o  8 . 3 0 p m  a n d             
Tuesdays – 6.30pm to 7.30pm. Cost  
£6.00 pay as you go. Contact Rina 
Mistry 07971553658 
 
L inguatast ic :  Languages wi th 
Linguatastic include French and 
Spanish before school clubs; Italian, 
Spanish and French for Adults; and 
French for Secondary School pupils. 
For further information please email 
info@linguatastic.com or phone 
811100. 
  
Telephone us on 810499 or look at 
www.fourlanescentre.com. 
 
Virginia Wyatt 

39 



 

 

Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre 

To book a place, you can order online 
from https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/
home.php or visit Basingstoke 
Discovery Centre in Festival Place, or 
call 01256 478670. Advance booking 
is strongly recommended. 
 
October events: 
Bombs & Riots Basingstoke Walk: 
Friday 2 October, 10am. £5. A wander 
around Basingstoke looking at the 
effects of war and disturbance on the 
town.  
 
Film Screening & Panel Discussion: 
Monday 5 October, 2pm. Free. The 
story of Martin Luther King's campaign 
to secure equal voting rights. 
Afterwards there will be a discussion 
led by The Basingstoke Caribbean 
Society & Friends 
 
Mary Seacole: Tuesday 6 October, 
2pm. £3. Mrs Seacole wanted to join 
Nightingale's nursing party but she 
was rejected.  
   
Willow Basket Workshop: Saturday 10 
October, 10 am -4pm. £40. Under the 
guidance of local basket maker, Judith 
Needham, you will spend a fun day 
learning a new skill and go home with 
a beautiful, useful basket in natural 
willow.  
 
Make a Crochet Cushion Cover: 
Wednesday 14, 21 & 28 October (3 
week course), 10:30am – 12:30pm. 
£40. Come and learn all the basic 
stitches in a supportive and friendly 
environment. The tutor will bring 
materials for the first session. Email 
barbara@letscrochet.co.uk if you have 

any queries. 
 
Film Screening & Panel Discussion: 
Monday 19 October, 2pm. Free. A 
young African American woman must 
overcome the brutal hardships of her 
circumstances to find herself and her 
freedom. Afterwards there will be a 
discussion led by The Basingstoke 
Caribbean Society & Friends 
   
Stories from the Caribbean: with Miss 
Lou. Saturday 24 October, 11am. Free. 
Ages 5 - 12. Join the Basingstoke 
Caribbean Society & Friends for story 
telling, singing and music in this lively 
interactive session about life in the 
Caribbean.  
  
Macro Photography Workshop: 
Saturday 24 October, 10am – 4pm. 
£35. Make sure you bring a fully 
charged battery with your camera, 
empty memory card and handbook if 
you have one.  
 
Creepy Crawlies: With Geoff Read,      
Wednesday 28 October, 9:30am, 
10.30am & 11.30am (Three sessions 
to choose from). £3. Ages 5-10. 
Starring Giant Stick Insects and Land 
Snails, a Chile Rose Tarantula and 
more, children will love this creepy-
crawly experience led by a retired Zoo-
Keeper. Sessions last 45 minutes. 
 
In a Galaxy, far far away—Family Craft 
& Film Screening: Monday 26 October, 
10am and 2pm. Friday 30 October, 
10am and 2pm. Saturday 31 October, 
10am and 2pm. Free. Ages 5 - 12. 
Relive the excitement of the original 
trilogy with your children with free film 
screenings and craft activities. 
   
Phil Jarvis 
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Basingclog Morris Side 
Basingclog are Basingstokes friendly 
local Clog Morris side. We dance the 
North West style of clog performing 
dances from the North of England 
originating some 300 years ago in and 
around the cotton mills. We are a 
mixed side so male and female 
dancers and musicians are welcome.  
 
Come and Join us! We're actively 
seeking new members and welcome 
both male and female dancers and 
musicians.  Now is a great time to try 
us out in our Winter practice period. 
Our practice season starts in 
September and run through to April/
May plenty of time to learn a dance or 
two. Basingclog offers music, fresh air, 
dancing, laughter and friendship in 
equal measure and a chance to be 
part of something fun and worthwhile.  
Practice sessions are on Tuesday at 
8.00 pm in Sherfield on Loddon 
Village Hall.  
 
C h e c k  u s  o u t  a t  h t t p : / /
www.basingclog.org.uk/index.html. 
 
Michael Devenport 
 

BATS Next Gen 
BATS Next Gen was established  with 
the purpose of providing affordable 
Musical Theatre experience to young 
people in the Basingstoke area aged 
between 7 and 18.   
 
We audition for every show that we 
produce, and this year Chineham  
residents Ben Clay, Charlotte 
Schooling, Hannah Maxwell, Lydia 
Moynihan, Matt Snazell and Nyah 
Rolfe are included in our cast.   
 

Due to licence restrictions, we cannot 
say the name of the show, except it is 
a well-known biblical epic set in the 
Middle East. We also ask our audience 
to come dressed in many colours! The 
show is being performed from 
Thursday 29 to Saturday 31 October 
at Queen Mary's Hall, Queen Mary's 
C o l l e g e ,  C l i d d e s d e n  R o a d , 
Basingstoke RG21 3HF. Curtain up is 
at 7:30pm and there is a matinee at 
2:30pm on Saturday 31.  Full 
information about the show is 
a v a i l a b l e  v i a  o u r  w e b s i t e 
www.batsnextgen.co.uk where you will 
find a link to tickets.    
 
We will also be looking for our next 
cast, so if you are currently aged 6 up 
to age 17; love to sing, dance and/or 
act (you don't have to do all three!) 
please get in touch via our website.  
 
 

Help the Poppy Appeal 
November’s Remembrance time is 
fast approaching and we are looking 
for additional volunteers to strengthen 
our loyal band of collectors and 
businesses that are willing to receive 
Poppy Boxes and Poppy Tins. 
 
If you would like to be involved as a 
Poppy Collector, or your organisation 
would like to receive a Poppy Box 
where you do not already, please feel 
f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  o n 
btrussell1962ad@aol.com. All money 
collected goes to the Poppy Appeal.  
 
Tim Russell, Poppy Appeal Organiser 
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