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Recently, we put an appeal in the Chat for an Assistant Editor. As far as I know, this is a 

first in the history of the Chat, as until now it has always been run by a single Editor. 

However, following our survey last year there were a lot of suggestions for new articles 

we could consider including, and I am hoping that by expanding our team a little we 

might be able to create some of these ourselves. Accordingly, I am delighted to 

introduce you all to Kirsty Wheeler, who is an aspiring novelist living here in Chineham 

with her husband and chinchillas. Kirsty is an avid reader (members of the Chineham 

Book Club will no doubt know her!), traveller, coffee drinker and self-proclaimed terrible 

cook. Welcome to the team Kirsty! 
 

We had an amazing response to our Assistant Editor ad, but I wish the same could be 

said for the Webmaster position. We are still seeking someone who can revamp our 

website and then take on the relatively low key ongoing tasks such as uploading the 

new issue each month. The Chat is run entirely by volunteers—whenever we cannot 

cover a key position we run the risk that the Chat will not be able to continue, and I am 

sure we must have this expertise in Chineham somewhere? Please consider helping us! 
 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 
We recently received a query about 

senior citizen membership fees. I would 

like to confirm that members of the 

public aged 65 and over can join the club 

for a one-off fee of £5. Membership 

forms are available from the bar team at 

the club. Entertainment events in March 

are as follows: 
 

Mon 4: Bingo in the lounge bar at 8pm 

Sat 9: Quiz night with Julian and Mr Prince. 

This will be an evening run with a high 

degree of professionalism. There will be 

prizes for the winning team and spot-prizes 

throughout the evening. The quiz starts at 

8pm and teams are limited to a maximum 

of six people. Cost £1 per head. 

Six Nations: We are showing all games in 

both bars and we have reduced-price 

drinks on offer when England are playing. 

 

John Prince, Chairman  
 

Chineham Village Hall 

Our regular children’s events return to 

the halls following February’s half term 

and an updated list of children’s and 

adult activities are shown below, 

including a new children’s dance class on 

Tuesdays. These can also be seen on the 

Calendar of Events on our website.  
 

Main Hall 

Monday: Gym Minis, 9.30–11.30am, 

Shelley: 07769 916299; Pilates, 12-1pm, 

Pam: pamsteele@idnet.com; David Smith 

Dance, check www.davidsmithdance.com 

for further details/timings or contact 

David on 07791 749163; 3rd Chineham 

Brownies, 5.30–6.55pm; 1st Chineham 

Guides, 7–9pm. 

Tuesday: Caterpillar Music, 9.40–

11.40am, Jasmin: 07952 935021; Yoga, 

7-8pm, Chris: 07712 427428 

Wednesday: Tots Play, 10.15am–

12.45pm; Lynden School of Dance, 3.45

–6pm, Lyndendance@aol.com; Weight 

Watchers, 6.30-8.00pm, 07884 

240215; Zumba, 8.30-9.30pm, Rina: 

07971 553658 

Thursday: Slimming World, Sessions 

commencing at 9am, 11am, 5.30pm and 

7.30pm, Faith: 07966 933994. 

Friday: Caterpillar Music, 9.30–1.15pm, 

Jasmin: 07952 935021; Lynden School of 

Dance, 3.45-6pm, Lyndendance@aol.com; 

David Smith Dance: 07791 749163. 

Sunday: Karate, 6.30-8pm, Sam: 07919 

338556; David Smith Dance: 07791 

749163.  
 

Community Rooms 

Monday: 1st Chineham Rainbow Guides, 

5.30-6.30pm; Craft Circle, 1st and 3rd 

Monday of each month, 7.30-10pm. 

Tuesday: Children’s Dance Class, 5.30 

6.30pm. 

Wednesday: Art Venturers, 9.30–

10.30am; Nightingale Ballet Class, 2–

3pm; Yoga, 7.15–8.30pm, Maria: 07771 

921185. 

Thursday: Little Pumas, 4-6pm, Kate: 

07887 993207. 

Saturday: Young Yogis, 9.30–11.30am, 

youngyogiswithg@gmail.com 
 

Over 60’s social afternoon in the 

Community Rooms: Although we received 

some response to the article in 

November’s Chat, we really need more 

people to make it viable. If you interested, 

please contact 07927 649083. If you 

are looking for a party venue, or wish to 

hold a regular class or meeting please 

contact our booking line on 07935 

328172,  send an  emai l  to 

chinehamvillagehall@gmail.com  or 

complete an enquiry form/check 

availability on our website at 

www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk. 
 

Lynne Hughes 
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Chineham Library 
Amazing to think we’re now into spring 

and Mother’s Day is fast approaching. 

Following on from the successful Drama 

4 All and Harry Potter events, 2nd April 

we have an event for adults entitled ‘Who 

Killed Pamela Ware’. Commencing at 

6.30pm, the evening takes the form of a 

presentation by former police officer 

Graeme Sheppard expounding his 

theories about the crime. Tickets costing 

£3 can be obtained from the library or the 

online shop.  
 

All our regular adult activities will take 

place this month, with the crime reading 

group on 16th March and the general 

reading group on 30th March, both 

meeting at 10.30am. The writing group 

will meet on 7th March from at 5.30pm. 

The Stay and Play reading group for pre-

school parents meets on 13th March. 

Both these groups would particularly 

welcome new members. Age Concern will 

continue to offer computer tuition for the 

over 50s on Wednesday mornings. To 

book places please contact their office 

on: 01256 423874 and availability is 

good at present.  
 

Children’s activities also continue in their 

normal pattern. Rhymetimes take place 

on Tuesday mornings, with sessions for 

under ones at 10am and over ones at 

11am. Saturdays there is a craft session 

on the first Saturday of the month to drop

-in between 10-12, and all other weeks 

we hold pre-school storytime at 11am. 

Construction Club providing Lego and 

Duplo to play with runs from 2.00–

3.30pm every  Saturday.  The 

Chatterbooks children’s reading and craft 

group will meet on 14th March at 

3.45pm. Places for the next term’s code 

club can be booked via the library.  
 

We hope to see you in the Library soon 

and remember to check social media for 

the latest details of our activities. 
 

Cathy Foster 
 

Chineham WI 
We like to arrange an annual dinner in 

February and this year we are visiting the 

new Cote Brasserie in the centre of 

Basingstoke. I'll report back next month 

because I'm writing this before the event! 

In March we have an extra meeting 

together with other local WIs at the Loddon 

Vale Bowls Club. The speaker will be Mr 

Alan Krasno, head vet and owner of The 

Barn Animal Hospital. We also have the 

monthly lunch club, gardening club and 

Scrabble evening as well as the regular 

monthly meeting. Our regular meeting at 

Christ Church in March features a talk 

about the Polar Bear. We have a "Snowy 

Scene" photography competition on the 

same evening. After all the snow we had in 

early February, I'm expecting a lot of 

entries! 
 

If our sample programme below appeals 

to you, why not come along to our 

meeting on Monday 25 March at Christ 

Church at 7:30 pm? We'd love to meet 

you! Your first visit is free and the annual 

subscription is £42 which includes up to 

11 monthly meetings and six WI Life 

magazines, plus the opportunity to join in 

with our other social events and clubs. 

You're sure of a warm welcome and a fun 

evening!   
 

25 Mar: The Polar Bear 

15 Apr: Canals 

20 May: Pudding & Pimms evening and AGM 
 

We can't wait to meet you. Come and 

see what you've been missing! 
 

Pam Malcolm,  

Treasurer, Chineham WI 
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Basingstoke Festival of 

Transport 

Basingstoke Festival of Transport 

Sunday 12th May from 11.00 - 16.00. 
 

The War Memorial Park, Basingstoke, 

RG21 4AH, will once again be filled 

with over 900 vehicles at the 

Basingstoke Festival of Transport 

2019. The Thorneycroft Society, after 

26 years of running the Festival of 

Transport in the Memorial Park for the 

people of Basingstoke the Society has 

handed over the running of this event 

to Basingstoke Deane Rotary Club.  

The Thorneycroft Society has over the 

years built this Festival into one of the 

biggest events of its kind and 

Basingstoke Deane Rotary are 

honoured to be chosen by the Society 

to run this event in the future. The 

Festival is run in conjunction with 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough 

(BDBC), We would like to recognise 

the work of the Thorneycroft Society in 

the preservation of old vehicles and in 

bringing this wonderful Festival of 

Transport to the Memorial Park for so 

many years. 
 

Come and see a huge range of 

vehicles on static display, including 

classic, vintage, commercial, fire 

engines and military trucks. There will 

also be a variety of specialist car 

clubs, trade stalls and catering 

outlets. Basingstoke Festival of 

Transport is a great day out for all the 

family, whether you're a keen motor 

buff or you just want an interesting 

and enjoyable Sunday! This event is 

free of charge. Parking is available at 

Old Common, London Road for £2. 

Website www.rcbd.org.uk. 
 

Lindy Richardson 

Old Basing Tennis Club 

We are very excited to tell you that we 

have just started Junior Coaching sessions 

at the club! We are delighted to welcome 

Ben and Jamie from JB Tennis Academy 

(JBtennisacademy1@gmail.com). Both 

Ben & Jamie are LTA Level 4 Coaches and 

have been working with young students 

and adults for many years. As you read 

this they will have started a six week Junior 

Coaching programme on Tuesday 

evenings from 4.00 until 5.00pm. After 

Easter we are hoping that adult coaching 

will also take place. Please contact them 

directly for coaching information.  
 

We hold our first Club Night on Tuesday 

2nd April from 6.00pm until dusk and 

from then on every Tuesday and Friday 

until the autumn. If you would like to find 

out more about the club, please do get in 

touch - we would love to hear from you! 

For more information please email Jan, 

o u r  S e c r e t a r y ,  a t  

OBTC.Information@gmail.com, find us on 

Face Book @oldbasingtennisclub, or visit 

our website www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/

OldBasingTennisClub. 
 

Lynne Thomas (Chair) 
 

Basing Singers 

Basing Singers are putting on a concert 

in Old Basing Village Hall on Saturday 

6th April starting at 7.30pm, the theme 

is music from the shows and films of 

stage and screen. There will also be a 

guest appearance from another local 

organisation, more details next month. 

Tickets are £7 for adults and £1 for 

children under 16, and will be available 

on the door on the night or by 

telephoning 01256 471493. We look 

forward to seeing you. 
 

Sue Wilson 
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Pink Place Fashion Show 

Charity Shopping Event and Solo Mia 

Spring Launch Fashion Show. A wide 

range of stalls with bespoke gifts to 

sweet treats. A fashion show using real 

women, launching the new spring 

range. Boutique style Italian fashion, 

with stylist Rosie Wilcock on how to 

look and feel great this spring. Tickets 

on sale now £10 in advance or 

£12.50 on the door, for more info and 

s a l e s  p l e a s e  e m a i l : 

events@thepinkplace.org.uk or call 

07899 970841.  
 

Thursday 7th March, The Apollo Hotel, 

Basingstoke, RG22 9NU. Browsing 

from 6.30, Fashion show approx. 7.30. 

Tickets include a glass of bubbly! all 

proceeds to The Pink Place Cancer 

Charity. 
 

Natasha Walsh 

 

National Garden Scheme 
As I write this we have just seen the 

back of the snow - we hope. Now we 

can look forward to those wonderful 

National Garden Scheme Open 

Gardens which raise money for 

Macmillan Cancer Support, Marie 

Curie, Parkinson’s UK and Queen’s 

Nursing Institute. 
 

Beechenwood Farm, Odiham, Hook: 

www.ngs .o rg .uk / f ind -a -ga rden/

garden/8569  

Open: 27th March: 2 to 5pm, and 

every Wednesday till 5th June 

Admission: £4.00, children free  

Refreshment: Home-made teas 
 

Bere Mill,  Whitchurch: 

www.ngs .o rg .uk / f ind -a -ga rden/

garden/19432  

Open: 31st March: 1.30 to 5.00 pm 

Admission: £5.00, children free  

Refreshments: Home-made teas 
 

The above gardens are all open ‘by 

arrangement’ on different dates on 

those above. If you are a member of a 

group or even a group of friends, you 

can book a private visit to any of the 

above. Just click on the link and 

contact the garden owner. 
 

Pat Beagley  

 

Toads on Cufaude Lane 

Mild, damp evenings in early spring 

are the conditions which suit toads 

when they migrate from their winter 

quarters to the ponds where they 

breed. Unfortunately, this involves 

them crossing roads, and Cufaude 

Lane is on one of the main routes 

used by toads and other amphibians. 

The huge increase in traffic on this 

road leads to a terrible slaughter of 

toads every year, despite the efforts of 

the volunteers who patrol the road at 

night trying to rescue the toads and 

help them to safety. We usually 

manage to save quite a few but it is 

heart-breaking to see how many get 

squashed by the constant stream of 

traffic.  
 

If you use Cufaude Lane at night 

please take great care and look out for 

the toads, which sadly have no road 

sense, and for the volunteers in their 

high-visibility jackets, who are trying to 

save them.  
 

If you would like to join one of the 

patrols please contact Andrew Cleave 

on andrew@bramleyfrith.co.uk. 

 

Andrew Cleave 
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Farleigh Wallop  

Woodland Walk 

With spring on its way, it’s the perfect 

time to plan a wonderful day out at the 

St. Michael’s Hospice Woodland Walk 

taking place around the beautiful 

Portsmouth Estate, Farleigh Wallop on 

Sunday 7th April. With stunning views 

across the rolling Hampshire countryside, 

blooming bluebells and the opportunity 

to walk your dog whilst spending quality 

time with friends and family, there is no 

better way to start the new season. 

Starting from 9.30am, there are two 

routes, 5 or 10 miles which both 

guarantee to give you a superb day out, 

followed by a delicious cream tea in the 

impressive setting of Home Barn. 
 

Laura Hughes, Events Manager at St. 

Michael’s Hospice said “As our first 

Hospice event of the year, we can’t 

wait to welcome our walkers to the 

Portsmouth Estate to enjoy a wonderful 

day out in the Hampshire countryside. 

We are extremely privileged to have 

access to the prestigious estate and 

we can’t wait for our supporters to 

explore the estate in full bloom. As with 

all our Hospice events, the funds 

raised are essential to our work at the 

Hospice where this year we will need to 

raise £3.1 million to keep our vital 

services running.” 
 

For further information about the 

Woodland Walk and all Hospice events, 

please vis it  the website at : 

www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk/events. 

You can also contact the Events team at 

events@stmichaelshospice.org.uk or call 

01256 848848. Follow St. Michael’s 

Hospice on Twitter @smhbasingstoke 

and look out for #WoodlandWalk. 
 

Jill Livermore 

New Beginnings Course 
Have you or someone you care about 

suffered a broken relationship? New 

Beginnings, a 7-week course aimed to 

help people come to terms with the 

past and find hope in the future, as 

they make a fresh start. Join us for a 

meal, confidential discussion and 

practical advice and let us help you in 

your journey forward. (£3 contribution 

towards food). 
 

When: March 6th for 7 weeks, 7.30–

9.30pm. Where: The Sarum Hill 

Centre, Sarum Hill, RG21 8SR. 
 

To book onto this course email 

jenny.shepperd@fastlegs.co.uk or text 

07766 397085. 
 

Jenny Shepperd  
 

Woodland Walk 

Your Hospice Needs YOU. Volunteers 

needed for St. Michael’s Hospice 

(North Hampshire) House to House 

Collection in June. St. Michael’s 

Hospice is looking for volunteers to 

help out with their annual House to 

House collection. If you have a couple 

of hours to spare in June to deliver 

and pick up envelopes and would like 

to be involved then please contact 

L ynne  Gr ims haw,  Com m unit y 

Campaigns Coordinator on 01256 

8 4 8 8 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

Lynne.grimshaw@stmichaelshospice.o

rg.uk. 
 

For additional information please 

contact: Lynne Grimshaw, Community 

Campaigns Coordinator, telephone: 

0 1 2 5 6  8 4 8 8 4 5 ,  o r  e m a i l : 

lynne.grimshaw@stmichaelshospice.or

g.uk. 
 

Sue O’Flinn 



 

 

Anvil Arts—March 

Hampshire Folklore Talk, Tues 5, 2pm, 

£4. Join author Penny Legg for a peep at 

the wonderful world of Hampshire’s 

folklore. This talk showcases traditions, 

customs and legends that may seem 

strange to us in the twenty-first century 

but were very real to the Hampshire folk 

of yesteryear. 
 

Flying the Canberra – a personal 

perspective, Tues 26, 2pm, £4. 

Squadron Leader Joe Marsden's 

presentation will concentrate on flying 

the RAF's first jet bomber - the Canberra. 

His talk will be illustrated by photos and 

film clips to show its capability, briefly 

covering the history but mainly talking 

about the personal aspects of flying this 

famous aircraft. Come and discover a 

wealth of facts and anecdotes about this 

record-breaking aircraft. 
 

Gardening for Butterflies, Thur 28, 5pm, 

£8. This talk will tell the story of 

Butterflies and their fascinating lifecycles 

and reveal the problems that many 

species face within their habitats. The 

talk will also look at what species can be 

found in Britain and how we can attract 

these creatures to our gardens. 
 

Willow Basket Workshop for Families, Sat 

30, 9.30-11am and 11.30am-1pm, £6. 

For ages 5+ (parent/carer free with a 

ticketed child). Join Judith Needham for a 

fun 90-minute workshop to create a 

simple plaited basket for Easter eggs. 
 

British Science Night, Thur 14th, from 

6:30pm. Talks £5 each, or £8 for two. 

Born to Sum – Why I love Maths…and 

why you should too, 6:30pm. A musical 

performance by singing maths-comedian 

Kyle D Evans.  

Brain Glue – Sticking it to Dementia. A 

talk with neuroscientist Dr Mark Dallas 

(Reading Univers ity) ,  7:30pm. 

Neuroscientists Dr Mark Dallas tells us 

how understanding ‘brain glue’ could 

hold the secret to detecting dementia 

decades before the first symptoms 

appear.   

The Electric Universe - a unique and 

controversial talk on astronomy by Paul 

Malone, 7pm. Artist Paul Malone takes 

the audience on a unique and 

controversial tour of the Universe. 

The Theory of Relativity – a talk be Emma 

Osbourne, 8:30pm. In this interactive 

talk, Emma will take you on a journey 

through the cosmos using Einstein's 

theory of relativity, where you will discover 

the weird and wonderful events that take 

place in the universe, enabling you to 

explore the boundaries where science 

meets science fiction. 
 

Learning in Libraries 
 

Mixed Media & Metal Embossing 

Workshop ‘Fantastic-Scape’, Sat 2, 10am 

to 4pm, £30, plus an additional £2 for 

materials. This course is designed to 

introduce learners to creating exciting 

and innovative mixed media and metal 

embossed artwork based on the theme 

‘Fantastic-Scapes’. 
 

Simple Business Website, Sat 9, (12.30 - 

4pm) & Sat 23, 11:30am – 4pm. 2-week 

course, £40. This course is designed for 

anyone who needs to create a simple 

website in a cost-effective way and 

manage it themselves. It is suitable for 

anyone who would like to improve their 

skills and create a business website. 
 

Children’s Events: 
 

Children’s Craft, Sat 16, 10am - 12pm. 

Creative fun for Mother’s Day. Make a 

little something for Mother’s Day. 
 

Scott Hyde 
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Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 

There were 53 members at the 

meeting held on 6th February. Tony 

Brazier, the Secretary, reminded 

everyone about the trip to the Theatre 

Royal at Winchester on Wednesday 

20th March to see “The Verdict” when 

the coach will leave Oakley at 10.45 

and the Leisure Park at 11.00. 

Bookings were now being taken for the 

trips to the Bombay Sapphire Distillery 

and Hinton Ampner on Thursday 18th 

April and to Kew Palace and Garden 

on Wednesday 8th May.    
 

The speaker this month was Brian 

Graham from Rowhill Candles who 

gave a demonstration of candle 

making. He first explained that there 

are different types of wax which can be 

used and that they all have different 

properties, mainly in their different 

melting points. For instance for gel 

wax it is 110°C, beeswax 62°C, 

paraffin wax 46°C and soya wax 45°

C. As the soya wax has the lowest 

melting point and is also more 

environmentally friendly, this is the 

one mainly used by those wanting to 

make candles at home. He went on to 

demonstrate the process by firstly 

melting the wax in a double boiler 

along with the required fragrance and 

colouring. He then inserted the wick of 

a suitable length into a container and 

secured it in a vertical position before 

pouring the wax around the wick 

leaving about 1cm showing. He then 

went on to show how different effects 

in the colouring could be obtained and 

explained the way that candles of 

different sizes would burn. He had 

brought with him a selection of 

products to buy along with some kits 

for people to make their own at home. 
 

The next meeting is on 6th March 

which is the AGM followed by lunch at 

the Conservative Club. The speaker at 

the meeting will be from Co-op 

Insurance to give a talk on “Tax, Care 

and Toy Boys”. The group meets on 

the first Wednesday of each month at 

Brookvale Village Hall from 10am to 

12 noon and all retired Civil Servants 

and their partners are welcome. 

Details can be obtained from the 

Secretary Tony Brazier on 07715 

640171 and for information about our 

trips please contact Kate Lambeth on 

01256 328791. 
 

David Cowling 
 

Probus Club 
Today Morrison’s supermarket sits on 

part of the site where Thornycroft 

established their works when moving 

from Chiswick to Basingstoke in 1898. 

Garry Bone, a director of the 

Thornycroft Society, gave an insight of 

the changing fortunes of Thornycroft in 

a presentation to the Probus Club of 

Basingstoke. 
 

Thornycroft steam powered lorries 

were supplied to the British Army from 

the Boer War onwards,  with 

commercial versions sold to many 

retail customers. Introducing petrol 

engines in the early 1900s saw 

Thornycroft making cars until 1913, 

henceforth concentrating on lorry and 

bus production. During WW1 over 

5,000 J Type lorries were produced 

with many adaptions. They also made 

marine engines, trench mortars, depth 

charge throwers and munitions. Post 

war saw surplus military vehicles 

depressing new orders but by the mid 
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1920s the company was rising again. 

Many orders for lorries came from 

railway companies with about half of 

the output exported. By the 1930s 

eleven models of lorries were reduced 

to turn round the loss making 

Thornycroft. In 1930 they had 1800 

employees reducing to 731 by 1936 

returning to profitability. 
 

WW2 saw Thornycroft working 24 

hours a day with 2,500 employees, 

over 800 being women. Specialist 

military vehicles were made, 2 and 17 

pounder guns, torpedo parts and many 

engine parts. 2,000 Nippy and Sturdy 

lorries were made for civilian work. 

1948 saw the subsidiary company 

Transport Equipment (Thornycroft) Ltd 

formed. The introduction of the Mighty 

Antar heavy duty tractor unit was very 

successful with the UK military using 

this vehicle in many guises as its main 

heavy t ransporter.  Associated 

Commercial Vehicles (ACV) bought TET 

in  1961.  Bas ingstoke would 

concentrate on the Mighty Antar, Big 

Ben and Nubian heavy duty vehicles. 

Leyland Group bought ACV in 1962, 

whose subsidiary, Scammell, also 

produced specialised lorries which led 

to reducing orders for Basingstoke.  
 

In 1972 British Leyland sold the 

Basingstoke works to the Eaton 

Corporation of Ohio. Employees  

reduced from 1,100 to 738 with the 

pledge to keep them in its transmission 

business. This did not last long as the 

last lorry was built in 1972 and the 

works sold in January 1973. (Bob 

Clarke is acknowledged as providing 

many of the above statistics.) See 

www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com. 

 

Paul Flint 

Basingstoke Shed  
You may be aware of the Basingstoke 

Shed but did you know we have 

opened a second location on the south 

side of town in a facility provided by 

Queen Mary’s College (QMC)? Come 

along and meet us at our Public 

Meeting at QMC at 4pm on Monday 

11th March. Ask for us at Reception. 

Grab a cuppa and we’ll chat about 

what we get up to and our exciting 

plans for the future. 
 

The Men's Shed concept started in 

Australia and is spreading rapidly 

worldwide. Originally targeted at 

mainly older men who might 

appreciate a chance to get together, 

shoot the breeze, drink tea, do 

personal and community projects, 

share and learn skills etc., but you’ll be 

pleased to know that we also welcome 

women members too. 
 

At any other time if you are in the least 

bit interested please be in contact by 

phone or email or maybe drop in for a 

chat and a cuppa when we’re open at 

either site - we like visitors. 

Alternatively you may know men and 

women who may benefit for a chance 

to get out, meet a few new people, 

indulge in some banter and be 

involved in practical things. 
 

Find and "Like" us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/basingstokeshed/ 

and check out our website at http://

basingstokeshed.org.uk. We try and 

put recent activity on Facebook. The 

website will have the up-to-date 

opening times and directions on how 

to find us at either of our two 

locations. 

 

Herb Payne 
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
This news release from BDBC is of 

interest to all and aims to encourage 

residents to reduce air pollution. 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough 

Council is encouraging residents to 

make a resolution to reduce air 

pollution. The council has launched an 

initiative to raise awareness of the 

ways in which everyone can do their 

bit to maintain good air quality in the 

borough. Clean Air Basingstoke and 

Deane is encouraging residents to use 

their vehicles less, to stop idling their 

car engines and to think about the 

ways in which they can reduce 

pollution in their own homes.  
 

Small changes can add up to make a 

big difference. Vehicles are the main 

source of air pollution, so try taking 

public transport when possible, think 

about car sharing or commit to walking 

or cycling short journeys instead of 

driving. Visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/

clean-air or follow @BasingstokeGov 

on social media to find out about all 

the ways in which you can do your bit 

to maintain and improve air quality in 

the borough.   
 

The Basingstoke Clean Air Campaign 

(part of the Transition Network) (as 

mentioned in the February Chat) have 

welcomed this initiative as a stepping 

stone on the road to a cleaner, better 

environment for all residents. But any 

success will require all of us to co-

operate and take action. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Website: elainestill.com 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 

The next phase of the A33 roadworks 

has begun as we can all see on the 

Lillymill Chine and Thornhill Way 

junction. The works plant for these 

improvements is being parked along 

the eastern end of the Old Reading 

Road and Hampshire Highways is 

endeavouring to minimise the 

disruption to residents accessing the 

roads and properties. From what I 

have seen thus far and apart from the 

first day of setting the area up, the 

arrangement appears to be operating 

as well as it can be. 
 

I have been asked by several residents 

on the progress of the planned 

development ‘East of Basingstoke to 

the south of the Chineham Incinerator. 

This development, proposed by HCC, 

poses a challenge to develop an 

effective access to the site at the 

present junction at Whitmarsh Lane 

that is currently controlled by traffic 

lights. This access will also serve the 

planned sites to the north of the 

Incinerator at Redlands to the east of 

the Taylors farm roundabout. 

Hampshire Highways have yet to 

submit a proposal that has to account 

for some complex issues such as 

sensitive biodiversity, flood risk and 

the mix of traffic to the developments 

and the Incinerator and the Thames 

Water sewage farm. I will keep you all 

advised as it is very clear that the A33 

will incur further works at some time in 

the future. 
 

Paul Miller 

Borough Councillor 

01256 467400 

07777 659022 



 

 

Four Lanes Infant School 

 

At Four Lanes Infant school we had a 

very successful Fun Fit event where 

we had to do exercises and our 

families sponsored us. We have 

raised over £2,000 towards our new 

outdoor classroom. We have also 

been learning the ‘Sign to Sing’ song 

by Take That, ‘Greatest Day’. We 

have all learnt the words and signs 

and sing it together in assembly.  

 

In Year 2 we have been making clay 

pots as part of our Kenya topic. We 

made clay pots by flattening a piece 

of clay and shaping it into a circle for 

the base. Then we made long 

sausage shaped pieces and coiled 

them around in a circle around the 

outside of the base. We then put a 

little water around it to make it join 

together. Finally we left it to dry. We 

drew on a strip of paper our animal 

print patterns (we drew a cheetah 

design) and then painted it on our 

clay pots.  
 

In Maths we have been learning 

about 2D and 3D shapes. You can’t 

pick 2D shapes up they are only on 

an image or on a piece of paper. You 

can pick 3D shapes up as they have 

faces. We have been counting the 

vertices, edges and faces of 3D 

shapes.  

 

Year 1 have finished their topic on 

Jack and the Beanstalk. They have 

made diorama boxes from shoe 

boxes to show the story of Jack and 

the Beanstalk, making props and the 

characters to go in it. They had an 

exciting trip to the Anvil to watch the 

Big Sing, ‘Barnaby Bear Goes to Sea’. 

The children had learnt the songs in 

school and joined in singing them 

with other schools. The children took 

their teddies too! 
 

In Year R they have finished their 

Transport topic by making their own 

go-karts and they raced them in the 

playground. They had to explore 

which shapes were the best for 

making wheels. Which shape do you 

think they used? In RE they have 

been thinking about people who are 

special to us and who is special to 

Christians.   

 

Evie Staines & Harry Western 

 

Youth Volunteers Wanted 

 

Popley Fields Community Association 

is looking for energetic and 

enthusiastic youth workers to join the 

team working with young people at 

Popley Fields Community Centre. 

Popley youth club is for 8-13 year 

olds. Our Monday drop in centre for 8

-11s run from 6.30-8.00pm and our 

Thursday drop in centre is for 11-13s 

from 6.30-8.00pm. Sessions are free 

of charge. 

  

Working closely within a team 

environment you will have the 

opportunity to develop an exciting 

and valuable community service. For 

f u r t h e r  i n f o r m at i o n  a n d  a n 

a p p l i c a t i o n  p a c k  e m a i l 

popleyfieldsyouthclub@gmail.com. 

 

Laura Mouzouris-Lodge 

Youth Leader 
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Chineham Parish Council 
 

Have you ever thought about being a 

Parish Councillor? Now is the perfect 

time to turn those thoughts into 

actions as Chineham’s Parish 

Elections will be taking place on 2nd 

May this year. The Borough Council is 

holding a briefing for prospective 

candidates which will take place on 

Tuesday 12 March at the Civic 

Offices, London Road, Basingstoke 

RG21 4AH. The briefing will begin at 

5:30pm and last approximately 90 

minutes. The Returning Officer will be 

present alongside the Electoral 

Services Team and any candidates 

are encouraged to attend and ask 

questions. 
 

Whilst this is an unpaid role, your 

reward is in helping your local 

community and shaping its future. 

You will serve as a Parish Councillor 

for a four year period. You are obliged 

to attend the monthly Parish Council 

meetings at the Village Hall and you 

might also wish to join one of the 

Committees – Finance, Planning and 

Recreation – which have their own 

regular meetings. 
 

Anyone can be nominated as a Parish 

Councillor so long as you meet all of 

the following criteria: 
 

•You are over 18 

•You are a British national or an 

eligible citizen of the Commonwealth 

or a citizen of the European Union 

•You are registered to vote 

•Within the whole of the 12 month 

period prior to seeking nomination as 

a candidate, you have lived within the 

Parish or within three miles of the 

Parish or own land or premises within 

the Parish or have your principal or 

only place of work within the Parish. 
 

You may not become a Parish 

Councillor if any of the following 

apply: 
 

•Within the previous five years you 

have been sentenced to a term of 

imprisonment of three months or 

more (including a suspended 

sentence), without the option of a 

fine 

•Within the previous 12 months you 

have been subject to a bankruptcy 

restrictions order or an interim order 

•You have been disqualified under 

the Representation of the People Act 

1983 (which covers corrupt or illegal 

electoral practices and offences 

relating to donations). 
 

Nomination papers are available by 

contacting the Electoral Services 

Team at Basingstoke & Deane 

Borough Council and will need to be 

handed in by 4pm on Wednesday 3 

April 2019. If there are an insufficient 

number of valid candidates to fill all 

of the nine vacancies on the Parish 

Council, all those who have been 

validly nominated will automatically 

be elected as councillors. If you 

require any more information about 

the role of a Parish Councillor in 

Chineham please contact the Parish 

Clerk or Assistant Clerk using the 

contact details below. 
 

Grit bins: There are a number of bins 

filled with salt and/or grit for use in 

Chineham on public roads and 

pavements. Please note that they are 

not provided for private use. 

Residents can report that a bin 

requires refilling via the Hampshire 

C o u n t y  C o u n c i l  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.hants.gov.uk. Alternatively, 
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please contact the Parish Council 

with the location details and we will 

report it. If you think that your road 

would benefit from having a grit bin 

installed, then Hampshire County 

Council will consider requests if they 

meet the following criteria: 
 

•the bin must not obstruct sight lines 

•there must be sufficient space on 

the public highway for the bin to be 

located and for the bin to be refilled 

•the bins will be placed in areas of 

significant pedestrian and traffic use 

•the bins will be placed in places 

near to where there is a significant 

ice risk or slope. 
 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 11 March. 

The meeting starts at 7.45pm and 

will take place in the Community 

Rooms at the Chineham Village Hall.  

 

The Parish Council is here to help the 

residents of Chineham, so if there is 

a Chineham issue you are concerned 

about, please feel free to contact the 

Clerk, Sally Jackson on 01256 

4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 

Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 

0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

ass istantc lerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be found 

at www.chineham.gov.uk. 

 

Sally Jackson 

 

Loddon Sports Junior  

Football Club 

 

Loddon Sports, founded in 1970 and 

based in the village of Sherfield-on-

Loddon is quickly approaching its 50th 

birthday. Now a firmly established 

Youth Football Club, it is looking to 

recruit young players to boost some 

age groups. This refers mainly to 

boosting our numbers, although we 

would never turn away a “star of the 

future”. 

 

The Club currently operates teams 

from 3.5 to 16 years and we would 

welcome any young players wishing to 

join a club where enjoyment, fun and 

sk i l ls  operate s ide by s ide. 

Commencing at the start of season 

2019/20 the Club are looking to 

establish and continue to run teams of 

players from Under 7 to Under 16. 

Sadly, due to various reasons, we have 

not been able to cater for certain age 

groups during the current season. 

 

The Club currently has teams 

competing in the Peter Houseman 

Youth League, the North East Hants 

Youth League and the East Berks 

Youth League.  

 

Children in the very young bracket, 

namely the 3.5 to 6 years age group 

are called our “Lod’s Tots” and are 

very welcome. In this age group the 

emphasis is on fun, enjoyment and 

football skills.  

 

If you or your friends are interested in 

joining us for next season, or would 

like more information, please contact 

our Club Secretary, Fred Berntsen on 

01256 882798 or write or call in to 6 

Bullsdown Close, Sherfield-on-Loddon, 

RG27 ODZ. 

 

Fred Bernsten 
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Tadley WEA 

 

Have you ever been fascinated by a 

documentary because the presenter 

was so good? Do you enjoy meeting 

people in a setting of shared interest? 

Do you love learning when you don’t 

have to take tests? Then our WEA 

offerings are for you! 

 

The WEA is a volunteer-led, national 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  p r o v i d i ng  a d u l t 

education in the community. We are 

especially fortunate to have an active 

branch delivering excellent classes in 

Tadley. On offer are one-day 

seminars and more in-depth weekly 

courses on a range of subjects. 

Enrolling in a one-day seminar is a 

great way to try us out. This spring 

there are three Friday seminars on 

offer. All are from 10am – 4pm in the 

Ambrose Allen Centre in Tadley, 

RG26 4ER. The £30 fee per seminar 

includes lunch. 
 

•British Architectural Styles since 

1815 with Mike Grundy. April 26th, 

Reference: C3743366. Exploring 

styles from the 19th century 

classical/Gothic to the 21st century 
 

•The Art of Trade with Glenis Kerr 

El l io t t .  May  3 rd ,  Re fe renc e: 

C3742892. Looking at the Silk Road, 

textiles, gold, jewels, spices, and 

paintings 
  

•Britain from 55BC to 1066AD – An 

Archaeological Perspective with 

Michael  Pengel ly.  May 24th, 

Reference: C3743945. Learning the 

impact of Rome, the Dark Ages, the 

Vikings, and the Norman invasion, 

with lots of opportunity to handle 

artefacts.   
 

To enrol please quote the course 

reference either online at WEA.org.uk 

or by ringing 0300 303 3464. For 

further information please ring Jan 

S m i t h  0 1 1 8 9 8 3 2 2 5 1  o r 

jancsmith@btopenworld.com. 

 

Kathy Jensen 

 

Ark Day 2019  
 

Let’s get FUNdraising! Let’s get this 

thing built! This June help to make a 

difference to the Ark Cancer Centre 

Charity and join us in a day of 

fundraising! 

  

Schools – Non-uniform day 

Businesses – Charity events 

Groups & Individuals – Get creative 

  

We’ll be sharing some great ideas on 

our website and also organising 

events on the day. 

 

The Ark Cancer Centre Charity is 

raising £5million towards a cancer 

treatment centre that will be built by 

Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation 

Trust (HHFT) at Basingstoke Hospital. 

This is a facility that will be invaluable 

to ALL families in the Basingstoke 

and wider community going through 

Cancer Treatment. 

  

Nearly 180,000 people live in 

Basingstoke & Deane – if everyone 

donated just £1 on Friday June 21st 

imagine the difference it would make 

to the Ark’s £5m Campaign. Ark Day 

has been created by the Ark DAY 

organising committee to raise money 

for Ark Cancer Centre Charity. See 

arkday.co.uk. 

 

Michele Urry 
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Good Companions over 55s group: Four 

Lanes Community Centre, 3rd Tuesday of 

every month. 

Yoga: Tuesdays 6.15pm to 6.45pm at the 

Junior School. Payable in blocks of 6 

weeks, cost £30.00, or drops in welcome 

£6.00 per class. For further information 

please contact Four Lanes Centre on 

01256 810499. 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: for 

mums, dads, babies and pre-school 

children. Weds: 9.30—11.00am on-going. 

£12.00 for 6 weeks or £2.50 per week on 

a drop-in basis. Please contact us to 

register your interest. 

Sama Karate: In the Junior Hall, 

Wednesdays 5.15-6.15pm. For more 

information contact the Regional 

Administrator on 07759 615876. 

Pegasus Karate Club: Traditional Wado 

Ryu Karate for beginners and advanced 

students. Weds 7—9.00pm at Four Lanes 

Junior School. Contact: 07733 410370. 

Zumba: Mondays: 7.30—8.30pm, 

Tuesdays: 7.00—8.00pm. £5.25 Mondays 

and £6.00 Tuesdays, pay as you go. 

Contact: Lisa 07884 267722.  

Clubbercise: Tuesdays 8.00pm—8.45pm. 

Classes to be booked in advance on 

h t t p s : / / b o o k w h e n . c o m /

c l u b b e r c i s e w i t h a i m e e  o r 

www.facebook.com/clubbercisewithaimee. 

Summit Judo: Fridays 3.40-4.40pm. 

Contact Paul Hamilton, email 

info@summitjudo.co.uk or call 07917 

005862. 

Linguatastic: Languages include: French 

and Spanish before school clubs, Italian, 

Spanish and French for adults, French for 

Secondary School pupils. For further 

i n f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e  e m a i l 

info@linguatastic.com or phone 471474. 

 

Virginia Wyatt  

Linguatastic 

March is a busy month in terms of 

celebratory days. Anyone who knows us 

knows we like a celebration, especially 

when it’s an international one or one 

which gives us a chance to reflect on the 

world around us. So, we’ll be kicking off 

with World Book Day on 7th March by 

dressing up as book characters, reading 

our favourite books and thinking about 

the titles of well-known books and 

working out what they are in other 

languages. See whether they you the 

answers to the following questions 

(answers will be posted on our Facebook 

page on World Book Day!) 
 

1. What is the biggest-selling book written 

in English?  

2. “All’s Well That Ends Well” is the 

original title for which Tolstoy novel? 

3. How many million copies of Eric Carle’s 

“The Very Hungry Caterpillar” have been sold? 
 

On Friday 15th, we’ll be doing some more 

dressing up, this time in aid of Red Nose 

Day. Our Spanish preschoolers will be 

playing games, baking and raising money 

for Comic Relief which supports 

vulnerable people and communities in 

the UK and internationally. On 20th 

March, it’s International Day of 

Happiness. Numerous studies suggest 

that just by learning another language, 

they may well already be boosting their 

moods. Consider how increased self-

esteem can help you to feel happier. 

Researchers at the University of 

Cambridge reviewed multiple studies and 

reported that there was “robust evidence 

that adult learning leads to increases in 

self-esteem and self-efficacy”. On 31st 

March, it’s Mother’s Day here in the UK, 

so we’ll be preparing some treats for our 

lovely “mères”, “Müttern” and “madres”! 
 

Fiona Biermann 
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Basingstoke Choral Society  

Saturday, April 6th at The Anvil, 

Basingstoke, 7.45pm. Mozart - Requiem, 

Janet Wheeler – I Sing and Ever Shall 

with New London Sinfonia (Conductor – 

David Gibson). 
 

Mozart’s magnificent ‘Requiem’ is a work 

shrouded in mystery. Beset by ill-health in 

the summer of 1791, Mozart was visited 

by a ‘mysterious man in grey’ who 

commissioned this work on condition of 

the utmost secrecy. This person, we now 

know was employed by Count von 

Wazlegg-Stuppach, a keen amateur 

musician, whose wife had died earlier 

that year. The Count’s intention was to try 

and pass the work off as his own and 

dedicate it to his wife, hence the need for 

secrecy. Unfortunately, when Mozart died 

in December that year the work was 

incomplete. It was finished by Franz 

Süssmayr and in spite of only part of it 

being Mozart’s creation, it remains one of 

the most loved choral works in the 

repertoire, full of beautiful and uplifting 

melodies and harmonies. 
 

The concert also features ‘I Sing and Ever 

Shall’, an exciting choral work by award-

winning British composer Janet Wheeler. 

First performed in 2016, it was 

commissioned by our own Musical 

Director, David Gibson and another of his 

choirs, Southampton Philharmonic Choir. 

This work is a powerful exploration of the 

many aspects of singing. Featuring a 

cantata and a dance-style movement, the 

piece builds to a climactic concluding 

statement. 
 

This promises to be an exciting concert 

so please come and enjoy a brand new 

composition together with a work of 

genius from the established choral 

repertoire. Tickets: The Anvil Box Office: 

01256 844244 or anvilarts.org.uk. 

Prices: £27, £21, £16, £12. Students/

under 16’s  £7. 
 

Anne Hurst 

 

Sherbornes Art Exhibition 

The Sherbornes Art Exhibition: painting, 

sculpture & ceramics. Local artists 

exhibiting their latest work for sale. Sat 

20 April, 10am - 5pm, Sun 21 April, 

10am – 4pm, Sherborne St John Village 

Hall, Kiln Lane, RG24 9HP. 
 

The Sherbornes Art Exhibition is a 

biennial event formed over 10 years ago 

by artists Pat Burt and Lindsay Berry, not 

only to exhibit their own work but to invite 

different artists each year to join them in 

raising funds for charities close to their 

hearts. Lindsay Berry is a dedicated 

watercolour artist while Pat works in 

acrylic and has close connections to the 

tutorial world. Works from a group of 

painters led by professional artist Mike 

Hall are included along with local guest 

artists including Cicelie Fry, Len Murrell 

and Jenny Kennish. Also showing are 

guest sculptural artists in wood, glass 

and ceramic. The aim is to keep the 

exhibition as “local” as possible showing 

quality work in a variety of artistic styles. 

While also supporting our own Village Hall 

the charity benefiting this year is 

Wellington & Dummer Riding for the 

Disabled Association. 
 

Entry: free with disabled access. 

Refreshments: lunches, coffees and 

teas available for purchase throughout 

the weekend. Artwork: local and 

invited artists exhibiting latest 2D and 

3D work. Parking: Village Hall car park, 

or top car park at the Swan Public 

House (opposite).  
 

Lindsay Berry 
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Try croquet and bowls! 
For the first time in Basingstoke you can 

now play two very different games at the 

same place. The merger of Thornycroft 

Bowls Club with Basingstoke Croquet 

Club means that both games are being 

played on the bowls green – although 

not usually at the same time! Most 

people have a fair idea of bowls and how 

it is played: croquet is a closed book to 

most, but is a wonderful game that 

makes you think as well as giving some 

gentle exercise. 
 

On Saturdays 13 April and 11 May we’ll 

be holding Open Days at our site beside 

the large car park, off St Andrew’s Road 

in South Ham (RG22 6PT). You can 

come and have a go at either bowls or 

croquet – or both, if you wish – at any 

time between 10.00am and 4.00pm. 

You don’t need any special kit other than 

flat shoes to wear on the green. 
 

If you can’t make those dates, just come 

along on any Saturday morning at 

10.00am from 6 April and you will be 

made most welcome. You can find out 

more at www.basingstokecroquet.co.uk. 

We shall be delighted to see you! 
 

Barbara Cummins 
 

Basingstoke Symphony 

Orchestra 
Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra is back 

with "The Sounds of Spring" on Saturday 

9th March at 7.45pm at The Anvil, 

Basingstoke. 
 

A new year is upon us and we have our 

first exciting concert of the year ‘The 

Sounds of Spring’, where we are 

collaborating Farnham Youth Choir. 

Farnham Youth Choir, one of the UK's 

leading upper voice choirs for 11-18 year 

olds and twice winner of the Sainsbury 

Youth Choir of the Year. They will be 

joining forces with the orchestra on the 

Anvil stage to perform two movements 

from Vaughan-Williams's quintessentially 

English Folk Songs for Four Seasons 

Suite and Fauré's beautiful Cantique de 

Jean Racine. They will also be singing a 

number of items with piano. 
 

The orchestra will also be performing 

movements from Handel's ever-popular 

Water Music Suite and Dvorak's 7th 

Symphony, described by Dvorak 

specialist John Clapham as 'without 

doubt...his greatest Symphony.' The 

symphony is arguably Dvorak's most 

ambitious in structure and the most 

consciously international in its message. 
 

T i c k e t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m 

www.anvilarts.org.uk or 01256 884244. 
 

Libby, Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra 
 

Poppy Appeal 
I am pleased to announce that so far this 

year we have collected £25,843.50 for 

the Poppy Appeal, thank you everyone for 

your generous donations. 
 

It’s Spring cleaning time and Old Basing 

Royal British Legion can convert your old 

clothes, shoes, foreign or pre-decimal 

coins into Poppy Appeal donations. I have 

collection bags and a coin collection 

bucket at Legion Hall in Crown Lane and 

would welcome your donations. When 

you have some to donate please contact 

either Tracey or Kyle Merritt after 5pm at 

the club or myself and we will be happy to 

see you. All proceeds go to the Poppy 

Appeal, if you have any questions 

please contact me, Tim Russell on 

e i t h e r  0 7 7 7  2 8 8  3 9 6 4  o r 

Hampshire.chairman@rbl.community. 
 

Tim Russell    



 

 

Basingstoke travels  

the World 

Saturday 16th March, 7.30pm at The 

Anvil - Mayor's Spring Charity Concert: 

"Basingstoke travels the world". 

 

An exciting evening of international 

music, containing global tunes, song 

and dance showcasing the talent of 

loca l  young perfo rm ers .  The 

programme promises something for 

everyone and will include Hampshire 

Taiko drummers, Russian song and 

dance, and a host of young musicians 

and dancers, featuring some of the 

Basingstoke Area Youth Orchestra 

ensembles. 

 

•Boyle O’Dowda Academy of Irish Dancing 

•Basingstoke Area Youth Percussion 

Ensemble 

•Basingstoke Area Youth Orchestra 

•Basingstoke Area Youth Wind Orchestra 

•Hampshire Taiko drummers 

•JG Dance 

•Robert May’s School Choir 

•Solnyhko Russian Children’s Choir 

 

Tickets are available from The Anvil 

Box Office, box.office@anvilarts.org.uk 

or by phoning 01256 844244. Tickets: 

Adults - £16, over 65s, under 16s and 

f/t students - £12 (price includes £2 

booking fee). 

 

All monies raised will go to the Mayor’s 

Charity Appeal supporting Basingstoke 

Mencap, Basingstoke NeighbourCare 

and Naomi House & Jacksplace. 

 

Zoe McLaren  

 

 

Basingstoke Blues Club 

The Basingstoke Blues Club in 

association with the Basingstoke 

Railway Social Club (Station Approach, 

Basingstoke RG21 5NB) presents the 

Nigel Bagge Band on Saturday 16th 

March. 
 

Smoky vocals, fiery but sensitive 

guitar, from classic acoustics to 

contemporary electric blues and a 

touch of soul with enormous depth 

and variety. Not to be missed! All 

welcome - 8pm till late. £8 on the 

door. Licensed bar and low prices. 
 

Profits to Brain Tumour Research – 

Charity number 1153487. For further 

details please contact: Rex on 01256 

321837 / mobile 07979 422590. 
 

Christine Nield  

 

Young Embroiderers’ Club  
Age 6 - 16yrs. We meet in the Worting 

Room at the United Reformed Church, 

London Street, on the second 

Saturday of each month. 9.30am to 

12.30pm. Visit us at 9.30am on any 

2nd Saturday (except August) to see if 

you would like to join in. We try many 

sewing and fabric techniques. 
 

Your first session is free. After that, 

each session costs £5 to cover the 

room hire and materials used, paid 

t e r m l y .  E n q u i r i e s  t o 

sheenaarcher@btinternet.com. 
 

“Young Embroiderers” is the junior 

branch of the “Embroiderers’ Guild” 

and is run by Guild volunteers. (DBS 

{CRB} checked). Accompanying adults 

often stay and join in. 
 

Sheena Archer 
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NWR 
February is our planning meeting and 

members came along with suggestions 

for meetings, outings and activities. As 

usual there were plenty of ideas and 

together we agreed a lively programme 

for the coming year. Back by popular 

demand was a wine tasting in the 

summer. Other meetings include: 

puddings and poetry; inspirational 

women; using transactional analysis to 

up our communication skills; if we 

emigrated where would we go and 

why; learning more about Poland and 

Namibia;  changes in our lives since 

the 70s. We will continue our regular 

lunches and Reading Group meetings 

and any other outings or activities that 

have enough support. 
 

This month our Reading Group is 

grappling with interesting dialect in 

Buddha Da by Anne Donovan and our 

Lunch Club will be enjoying good 

company and hopefully good food on 

Wednesday 27th February. We will be 

going to the cinema and possibly 

theatre trips and other activities to get 

us through the winter months as well 

as more venturesome trips later in the 

year. 
 

If dull winter days are getting you down 

then come along for some lively 

conversation and often much laughter. 

We are very social and welcome new 

members. We usually meet in the 

afternoon in each others' homes on 

the first Monday of the month. Our 

Lunch Club meets at various venues 

on different days of the week and  our 

book lovers meet 8pm every 4th 

Thursday. For more information about 

NWR do look at the website: 

nwr.org.uk or to find out about our 

group do come along to any of our 

meetings (to check us out with no 

obligation to join) please contact: 

Evelyn Jones, email: evelyncjjones 

@hotmail.co.uk, tel: 01256 816636. 
 

Diane Hope 

 

Old Basing Bowling Club 

We invite you to come and try out the 

game of outdoor bowling and sample 

our facilities at Old Basing Bowling 

Club free of charge on one of our Open 

Days. These will be held on Saturday 

13, Sunday 14 and Sunday 21 April 

between 10.30am and 2pm. 

Beginners and existing bowlers are 

very welcome. Equipment will be 

provided and supervision where 

required. Please try and have flat 

soled shoes. We look forward to seeing 

you at our club which is located in Old 

Basing just off The Street on the 

recreation ground by the Parish 

Council offices. 

 

Maurice Bates  

 

Vehicle Theft 

Police have had an increase of theft 

from vehicles over the past week in 

the Chineham area where people are 

forgetting to lock their cars. In the 

early hours unknown persons are 

looking to see if vehicles are unlocked 

and if so are doing a search of the 

vehicle and taking anything of any 

value. Police would like to make sure 

people are double checking that their 

vehicles are locked before going to 

bed and reporting any suspicious 

activity. 

  

Laura Steer 

PCSO 13282, Hampshire Constabulary 
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A33 Road Responses I 
I live in Minden Close, so quite often I 

walk over to the shops. What I see 

going on is scary!  I also use the 

roundabout to get to work, etc, and 

totally agree with you that it isn’t right. 

This is such a huge disappointment 

after all the time and disruption we 

have had to face.  
 

The problem, as I see it, is the traffic 

lights in the middle of the roundabout. 

All they do is start a queue which 

backs up onto the rest of the 

roundabout. If you are wanting to go to 

the shops, and you select the nearside 

lane, heaven help you if you are more 

than five cars length in the queue, 

since your back end is well and truly 

exposed to vehicles whizzing off the 

roundabout, travelling towards 

Reading. To me, this back up of 

queuing traffic is dangerous. 
 

I am not a civil engineer, but I don’t 

understand the benefit of having 

traffic lights in the centre of the 

roundabout. All it does is form queues, 

which block the roundabout up. I have 

been “peeped” on several occasions, 

whilst waiting to go to the nearside 

lane to the shops, but could not move 

forward because the inner lane had a 

queue, stretching well into the other 

lanes!  There was nowhere for me to 

go! The same scenario is at Crockford 

Lane roundabout. If anything, that is 

even worse, if you want to turn right 

from Popley Way, to go to Lidl, etc. You 

only have about three cars length 

before your back end is encroaching 

the other lanes, and ripe for a rear-end 

shunt. Utterly crazy! 
 

To me, the danger would be avoided at 

a stroke if they took the traffic lights 

away in the middle of both 

roundabouts, and alter the timings of 

the lights, at the junctions entrances.  

This would then stagger the traffic flow 

and not cause any blocking of vehicles 

in the middle.  
 

There may be a reason why lights have 

been installed in the middle (a fad of 

one individual ,  maybe?),  but 

personally, I don’t like it at all, and use 

both roundabouts with trepidation, 

particularly during busy times. And I 

am not a nervous driver! 
 

Adrian Butt 

——————————————————————————- 

Saw your editorial about the 

roundabout layout and felt I had to 

comment. I firmly believe the issue is 

that there is no lane marking for the 

Shopping Centre. It seems a bit up to 

interpretation when coming from the 

direction of the business park as to 

which lane you should be in to go to 

the shops and like you I had someone 

cut me up massively. We need 

markings similar to the main 

roundabout in town (the one with exits 

for shopping centre, anvil, station, 

basing view and ring road) where the 

lane for the shops is clearly marked 

out. 
 

S Cowin 

——————————————————————————- 

Good editorial. Same issue, coming 

around the Tesco roundabout some 

idiot sideways and stationary across 

effectively the A33 towards Reading, 

that person either going to Tesco’s or 

onwards. Also, phasing on the A33. At 

the Tesco’s roundabout only about 6 

cars go through. Must be nuts in am - 

needs a longer phase surely. It’s just 

not right... 
 

R Forbes 
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A33 Road Responses II 
I too have concerns about safety on the 

improved “Tesco” and “Red Man” A33 

roundabouts. I wrote to the responsible 

authority, Hampshire Council, but despite 

being assigned an Enquiry Reference since 

December, I have not had a reply. Instead a 

standard response says HCC receives 

70,000 enquires each year, which they 

prioritise. Suggests to me, HCC need 

initiatives to handle these enquires, such 

as an online forum, and ready access 

advise line. 70,000 people can’t be wrong 

can they?  
 

In my note to HCC, I mentioned the all too 

apparent problems of flow, tailback and 

stop and go on these 2 small roundabouts. 

Also, contradictory road surface indicators 

and road signs. The chosen design works 

on Basingstoke’s large roundabouts. Is it 

proven on smaller ones? I simply asked for 

an assurance, that the sites would be 

reviewed for safely and performance, by 

HCC experts, but as yet I am still waiting. I 

spoke to someone outside of HCC, but 

industry connected, and they suggested 

accident statistics would be gathered. So, 

the roundabouts are an accident waiting to 

happen, but let’s wait and see? 
 

M Jones 

——————————————————————————- 

On reading your editorial on the local 

roadworks chaos, it was as if you were 

telling my own story. I too hoped things 

would improve once the lights were 

activated, but it seems far from it. I have to 

say that the road layout is not easy to 

negotiate as lanes ‘disappear’ as you move 

onto the roundabout - the worst of this is 

the ‘Red Men’ roundabout where if 

approaching from the business park the 

inner lane becomes hatched - and those 

cars that started in the middle lane on 

approach seem to progress towards the 

inner lane, effectively blocking the path of 

other vehicles. A lorry nearly ‘taking me out’ 

on this roundabout with this manoeuvre 

only recently.  
 

The Tesco roundabout is not much better - 

both seem designed to promote accidents.  

I really hope some improvements can be 

made before disaster strikes. 
 

C Lloyd 

——————————————————————————- 

I enjoyed your opening to the latest 

Chineham Chat, my partner & I moved to 

Richards Field just as the roadworks began. 

I can say for us at least that in terms of 

traffic control, things are much improved on 

my way to work and in terms of the lights, 

sequencing etc. I can’t find anything to 

grumble about.  
 

Much like yourself, I have seen a few near 

misses, and once regrettably been the 

cause. I wholeheartedly believe the trouble 

comes when a person finds themselves in 

the wrong lane, and instead of following to 

the appropriate exit, turning around & re-

entering the roundabout - they try to 

shortcut and cut across the lanes. I have 

learnt my lesson and I’ve familiarised 

myself with which lanes flow where 

because it is scary when you find yourself in 

the wrong place at the wrong time and 

you’re in the middle & people are tooting at 

you. You feel guilty for scaring someone 

else, and stupid for getting it wrong - well, 

most people probably, at least I know I did!  
 

I’m of the opinion that while some will get 

used to the change, others will learn from 

their mistakes, some maybe aren’t local 

won’t have the chance and then there will 

be those few, the ones who will really cause 

the damage - the ones who just aren’t 

bothered enough or too stubborn to try.  
 

N Iacona 
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