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February 2017 
So after a three month hiatus I am now hopping back into the saddle of the Chat edit. I 

cannot thank Fiona enough for covering for me—it’s a surprisingly time-consuming task 

that can expand to fill any time one has to spare and more! She has done a fantastic 

job, but I am glad to be back. As I am now editing the Chat around two small children I 

hope you will bear with me for a while!  
 

By the time you read this 2017 will be well underway, and I hope that you are all having 

a good year so far. We frequently encourage people to get involved with the various 

groups and activities on offer, and this year will be no different. One of the true blessings 

of editing the Chat has been starting to get to know the local community more. I love 

corresponding with both regular contributors and one-off correspondents, and of late 

have started to get to know a few more people in person. While out walking around 

Chineham (I’m the one with a pram and expression of near-terminal sleep deprivation, 

but that probably doesn’t narrow It down that much) it is wonderful to start bumping into 

people and having a chat and a catch-up. Perhaps 2017 is the year we could all get to 

know our neighbours and local community that little bit better? 
 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 

Entertainment events during February:- 
 

Mon 6th: Bingo in the lounge bar at 20.00 

Sat 11th: We are holding a quiz in support of 

Muffins Children’s Charity. The fun starts at 

20.00 and the entry fee is £2 per head. There 

will be lots of brain-stretching and a number 

of prizes to be won throughout the evening. 

Thursday 16th: Senior citizens’ bingo and 

lunch. 13.30 in the lounge bar. 

Saturday 18th: Killer pool competition in 

support of our two England pool players, 

Harry Sarnicki and Cameron Liddiard. This 

is open to all members and full details can 

be found in the club. 

Six Nations Rugby: We will be showing all of 

England’s matches, as well as the other 

major games on our big screen and on the 

TV in the lounge bar. There will be reduced 

prices on beers and wines throughout the 

tournament.  
 

John Prince 
 

Chineham Village Hall 
 

Monday: Gym AGM and Committee 

Membership: The Annual General Meeting 

of the Chineham Village Hall Management 

Committee will be held at Chineham Village 

Hall Committee Room at 8.00pm on 

Monday 27th February. The meeting will 

receive the reports and accounts for the 

year ending 31st December 2016, and will 

elect up to 10 members for the committee 

of management. Residents of Chineham 

who are aged 18 or over are entitled to 

attend the meeting and vote. Entrance to 

the Committee Room is via the Lounge Bar 

of the Village Club. 
 

As detailed in January’s Chineham Chat, we 

are currently looking for additional 

members to join the Management 

Committee, so if you are a Chineham 

resident aged 18 or over and are interested 

in being nominated for the Committee, 

please complete the nomination form in 

full. The form should be received by the 

Secretary, Mrs J Chamberlain, of 4 Cuffelle 

Close, Chineham, Basingstoke, RG24 8RH 

by 20th February. If you have any queries, 

please telephone 07927 649083 for 

further information. 
 

Lynne Hughes 
 

I, …………………………………...………………. 

(print full name), am willing to be 

nominated for election to the 

Chineham Village Hall Management 

Committee and to accept and act in 

the Trusts of the Charity of Chineham 

Village Hall and Recreation Ground. I 

am aged 18 or over and I am a 

resident of Chineham. 
 

Signature of Nominee: 

 

……………………………………………..………… 

 

Address:……………………………………..……. 

 

………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………… 

 

Tel No: ……….….………………………………… 
 

Proposed by: 
 

………………………………………………………… 

 

Address:…………………………………………… 
 

………………………………………………………… 
 

………………………………………………………… 
 

Seconded by: 
 

………………………………………………………… 

 

Address:…………………………………………… 
 

………………………………………………………… 
 

………………………………………………………… 

2 



 

 

Chineham Library 

This month sees all the regular library 

activities taking place, so why not come and 

try one if you haven’t already? New faces are 

always welcome at these, and do come and 

register to use the library. 
 

There are two reading groups for adults, the 

Crime Reading group which meets monthly 

on Saturdays from 10.30–11.30am (4th 

Feb and 4th Mar), and the CHIPPS group for 

parents and pre-school children on 

Wednesdays, from 10am–11am (8th Feb 

and 8th Mar. Age Concern are still providing 

their Wednesday computer sessions for the 

over 50s from 10am–1pm. For further 

information contact them on 423874. The 

fortnightly adult colouring group, Colour and 

Create, meet on the 8th and 22nd Feb from 

2–4pm.  
 

The children’s groups also continue as 

usual, with Tuesday rhymetimes for under 

ones at 10am and over ones at 11am. 

Storytimes for pre-schoolers take place at 

10am every Saturday, except for the first 

Saturday of the month when the monthly 

craft sessions take place. Construction club 

also takes place on Saturdays, from 2–

3.30pm. Then the Chatterbooks group for 

primary school children will take place on the 

16th Feb and 16th Mar from 3.45–4.45pm. 

The Code Club for 9-11 year olds meets 

Tuesdays 3.45–4.45pm, spaces must be 

pre-booked for this as laptops are used. 
 

This month there is also a special event for 

children called ‘Bugs and Minibeasts’ on 

18th Feb at 2pm. It is aimed at children 

aged four plus and includes a talk and craft 

session. Tickets cost £2 and can be 

obtained from the Library. Spaces are 

limited! For further information about library 

activities please ask the staff and follow us 

on social media. 
 

Cathy Foster 
 

Chineham WI 

February is upon us already and the WI 

month begins with the annual meal for 

members. This year we're looking forward to 

dinner at The Mayflower Chinese Restaurant 

in Basingstoke. We've been busy knitting and 

crocheting lap blankets for residents of 

Pemberley House. Last year we crafted 

twiddlemuffs for the residents and this year 

the staff expressed a need for lap blankets 

for their less mobile residents. January and 

February are good months for knitting and 

crochet with the long evenings, so our 

members who enjoy these crafts are happy 

to have a good cause to support.   
 

Meanwhile the Scrabble Group and  

Gardening Group have already met for the 

first time in 2017, giving members the 

opportunity to exercise their brains and share 

their gardening knowledge. We are planning 

another plant sale in Chineham Shopping 

Centre in May (more details nearer the time). 

If you enjoy good food, good company, 

gardening, Scrabble or crafts you are sure to 

find like-minded friends at Chineham WI. 

Whatever your interests, we provide a varied 

programme of events including intellectual 

topics, craft demonstrations and social 

events. An annual subscription of just £39 

guarantees you eleven monthly meetings 

together with six copies of the WI Life 

magazine and the opportunity to join a warm 

and lively group of local ladies, just like you. 

Our next meeting is on Monday 27 February 

at 7:30 pm at Christ Church, Reading Road, 

Chineham and upcoming meetings include:  
 

27 Feb Writers through the keyhole with Nick 

Channer  

27 Mar Craft evening 

24 Apr Talk by Deborah Wheeler (Milestones)  
 

You are very welcome to come and join us 

and join in the fun. We look forward to 

meeting you. 
 

Pam Malcolm, Chineham WI 
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BAOS 

 

Flying into the Haymarket Theatre with 

BAOS, The Witches of Eastwick is a 

wickedly funny musical comedy of 

seduction and the supernatural that is 

not  be missed. Produced in 

arrangement with Josef Weinberger 

Ltd, on behalf of Music Theatre 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  C a m e r o n 

Mackintosh, the show is hot on the 

heels of the success of last year’s 

West Side Story. In the small town of 

Eastwick, Rhode Island, everyone 

knows everyone else’s business, 

particularly Felicia Gabriel, the town’s 

resident busybody and know-it-all. 

Alex, Jane and Sukie, three local 

friends who don’t fit into Felicia’s 

regimented world, had all been 

wishing for something to happen; little 

realising the power their innocent 

wishes actually conjured up! Over a 

few Martinis they discuss their lives 

and what each is lacking… a man. 

Preferably as handsome as the very 

Devil himself. This time they really do 

need to be careful what they wish for! 
  

With fantastic musical numbers 

including Dirty Laundry, Make Him 

Mine, Darryl Van Horne, Dance with 

the Devil and I Wish I May, this is a 

wickedly magical show with a 

difference, certainly not to be missed.  
  

Performances: 

Tuesday 21st March - Saturday 25th 

March at 7.30pm 

Matinee performance on Saturday 

25th March at 2.30pm 
 

Tickets available from Anvil Arts Box 

Office (www.anvilarts.org): Tuesday 

£20, Wednesday – Saturday £23 

(including Saturday matinee). Under 

16s £15 all shows. Concessions: £1 

reduction for full time students and 

over 65s, group discount: 10 or more, 

£1 discount per ticket. All ticket prices 

include £2 Anvil Arts booking fee. 
 

Rebecca Greenhill 

 

NWR 
We eased ourselves into the New Year 

with an Alphabet meeting which meant 

members bringing along a topic beginning 

with a particular letter. As this was the first 

time we had done this it seemed sensible 

(if not very original) to start with the letter A 

which produced a very wide ranging list for 

us to discuss - from artificial insemination, 

acupuncture and Alzheimer's to Albi in 

France and then onto Antiqua. We 

explored the meaning of assertiveness 

and altruism followed by brief visits to the 

arts and animation and even ancient axe 

heads made of jade. A very lively and 

interesting meeting. 
 

Our next meeting at 2pm on Monday 6th 

February will be our planning meeting 

where all members' suggestions for topics 

and activities or events are taken into 

account as we put together our 

programme for the year ahead. Our 

meetings are very friendly and informal, 

usually in the afternoon in each others' 

homes although there are some evening 

meetings. If you would like to find out 

more about NWR there is a lot of 

information on the website: nwr.org.uk or 

to find out more about our group in 

particular, or to come along to any of our 

meetings (to check us out with no 

obligation to join) please contact Diane, 

t e l :  0 1 2 5 6  3 2 5 5 5 4 ,  e m a i l : 

diane.hope@tiscali.co.uk or Evelyn, tel: 

0 1 2 5 6  8 1 6 6 3 6 ,  e m a i l : 

evelyncjjones@hotmail.co.uk. 
 

Diane Hope 
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Great Binfields Primary 

School 
Last half term was a very busy and 

exciting one for Hawthorn Class. Our 

topic was The Victorians. We did a lot of 

research to find out about what life was 

like in Victorian times and came to 

school dressed in Victorian costume for 

a day. It was really different from our 

usual day at school – we sat in rows 

and our teacher was very strict! Apart 

from English grammar and arithmetic, 

we also had poetry recital and 

needlework. We even had drill. We also 

found out about how a cane was used, 

luckily we were all very good that day! 
 

In Literacy we looked at a story called 

‘Street Child’ about a young boy living in 

the Victorian era. We wrote our own 

play scripts for a puppet show as well 

as making our own puppets in D&T. In 

science we looked at Victorian dentistry 

and conducted an experiment about 

teeth using egg shells. We left egg 

shells in different liquids over a 

weekend and then found out what had 

happened to the egg shells. We 

discovered that sugary drinks are 

definitely not good for our teeth! 
 

Of course the term ended with lots of 

Christmas things. We made Christingles 

and went to Christ Church for a 

Christmas service. Our Christmas treat 

was the pantomime Cinderella – we all 

really enjoyed that. 
 

Hawthorn Class (Year 3) 
 

Four Lanes Junior School 
Here at Four Lanes Junior School, we 

had a very exciting first term. Before 

Christmas, Year 3 were learning about 

and writing poems and went on a 

woodland walk, exploring the woods in 

Chineham. This term has got off to an 

exciting start with a day dressed as 

Celts and finding out about Celtic life. 
 

Year 4 found out all about the UK in 

their topic work. They wrote persuasive 

texts in English and had a busy time in 

science, learning about electricity and 

visiting Queen Mary’s College to find 

out about light. 
 

Year 5 learned about the Greeks, 

space and electricity. In art they had 

fun making 3D rivers out of straws. 
 

In Year 6, we have learned about 

canals and went on an exciting school 

trip on the Basingstoke Canal to find 

out how canal locks work. We also 

learned about war poems and a book 

called War Horse by Michael Morpurgo 

– we made Top Trumps cards about 

the characters. 
 

This term has got off to a busy start. 

We all enjoyed watching Cinderella 

and Year 3 are already planning their 

school trip to Butser Ancient Farm to 

carry on learning about Celtic life. 
 

By Abigail Bailey and Molly Green (6R) 
 

School Cleaner Wanted 

Four Lanes Infant School require a 

cleaner for 12.5 hours per week (3.30

–6.00pm daily) to start as soon as 

possible. Salary is £7.67 per hour. 

Four Lanes Infant School is committed 

to safeguarding children and 

promoting the welfare of children and 

young people and expects all staff and 

volunteers to share this commitment. 

The successful candidate will be 

expected to complete a DBS and other 

employment checks. Please contact 

the school office on 324256 for 

further information.  
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Nature Notes 

 

Now is the ideal time to look into the 

trees for birds’ nests. I discovered a 

fresh one at the top of the Norway 

maple next door and the magpies are 

still flying into the one in Hazel’s fir. I 

must attempt to mark nests so that I 

can identify the birds in the spring. 

 

It is always interesting how some of 

the leaves on the silver birches hang 

on the trees until late in January and 

in any breeze dance like golden 

decorations. (The tree has its name 

from the bark.) Unfortunately, those 

wings on aforementioned maple 

remain on the tree without looking 

elegant and just make a mess when 

they pile up on the patio. I think the 

tree was planted in the late 1980s 

when the houses were built, so it is 

large. I do plant a few of the seedlings 

each year and some are flourishing in 

other parts of the country. Perhaps we 

should begin to plant trees such as 

the ash and horse chestnut in pots 

before all are destroyed by pests from 

abroad. It is estimated that all the 

horse chestnuts will have died out 

within 15 years. 

 

Have you seen the yellow flowers on 

the Mahonia bush outside One Stop? 

It grows alongside the apple tree 

which is bearing some fruits which will 

feed the blackbirds if very bad 

weather arrives.  

 

Talking of blackbirds has reminded 

me about the strange spotted visitor I 

have been watching over the last few 

months, not sure if it was a blackbird 

or a thrush - I finally read an article 

that cleared up the mystery. It is a 

juvenile blackbird. Evidently a lot of 

people thought they had seen a 

blackbird / thrush hybrid as they are 

in the same family. Glad I wasn’t the 

only one who had a problem. 

 

Birdwatch 2016 revealed that the 

sparrow was number one. I have 

received a number of questions 

regarding the lack of sparrows in their 

gardens when approximately a dozen 

visit mine. I cannot answer that, but I 

use a lot of different feeders, including 

mesh and tube ones, together with flat 

ones on the table and some on the 

ground. I feed throughout the year 

with a variety of seeds, sunflower 

hearts, fat granules, dried fruits, 

apples, mealworms and crushed or 

meshed peanuts. There is also lots of 

water. The feeders do require regular 

cleaning (yuk) but disinfectant, rubber 

gloves and several brushes help. 

 

On a clear afternoon I glanced up and 

spotted a flock of white birds flying so 

high that, even with binoculars, I could 

not identify them. They were on a west 

to east passage. Please tell me if you 

know the identity. However, I was able 

to identify the large mallard duck that 

flew very unsteadily across the garden 

on its way to the pond. The wind was 

so strong, I was surprised it didn’t 

crash land into the fence next door. 

 

Please send me any news, especially if 

you see the green ring-necked 

parakeet, spotted by Karen in Fox’s 

Furlong! 
 

Ginny Wright 

ginny.wright2@btinternet.com 

479562 
 



 

 

Mad Hair Day 

St. Michael’s Hospice is delighted to 

announce the return of their fun campaign 

Mad Hair Day, which will take place on 

Friday 10th February to raise much needed 

funds for the Hospice. The local community 

are encouraged to wear crazy wigs and style 

their hair in weird and wacky ways. 
 

‘Mad Hair Day’ is the perfect excuse to go 

wild and have fun with your hair’, says 

Lynne Grimshaw, Community Campaigns 

Co-ordinator at the Hospice. ‘Maybe you 

have always wondered what your hair 

would look like pink, permed or in a 

beehive, or perhaps ladies, you have always 

wanted to be brave enough to have your 

head shaved, or gentlemen your legs or 

chest waxed. Well Friday 10th February is 

the day to give it a try. You can have great 

fun and really help your local Hospice at the 

same time by getting sponsored too.’ In the 

past, the Hospice has had wonderful 

support from schools and hairdressers but 

individuals and businesses are always 

welcome to join in too. 
 

St. Michael’s is the local Hospice for North 

Hampshire, providing care and support 

through the In-Patient Unit, Day Service and 

Hospice at Home services. All services are 

completely free of charge to people with life-

limiting illnesses. The running costs of the 

Hospice last year were £3.9 million of which 

only 20% is funded by the North Hampshire 

Clinical Commissioning Group. The support 

of the local community in campaigns such 

as Mad Hair Day really does make a huge 

difference to our fundraising. 
 

For more information about supporting Mad 

Hair Day or holding an event, please call 

Lynne on 848845 or  emai l 

lynne.grimshaw@stmichaelshospice.org.uk 

for a fundraising pack. 
 

Sue O’Flinn 
 

Chineham Parish Council 
Bus shelters: The Parish Council is pleased 

to advise residents that cleaning and 

maintenance works have been carried out 

on the bus shelters in the parish. 
 

Precept: At the December meeting of the 

Parish Council, it was agreed that a 

precept of £37,000 be requested from 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 

for 2017/18. It was also noted that the 

Parish Council would receive a grant for 

the Council Tax Support Scheme of 

£1019. The precept request equates to a 

contribution of approximately £11.75 per 

annum for a typical Band D property and 

this is slightly lower than the contribution 

for 2016/17. 
 

The next Parish Council meeting is on 13 

February 2017. The Meeting starts at 

7.45pm in the Community Rooms at the 

Chineham Village Hall. The Parish Council is 

here to help the residents of Chineham, so 

if there is a Chineham issue you are 

concerned about, please feel free to 

contact the Clerk, Sally Jackson on 474500 

or email clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 

Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 324345 

or email assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The Parish 

C o u n c i l  w e b s i t e  i s  a t 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Sally Jackson 

Basing Singers  
We are holding our Spring Concert of 

l ight music with guests, the 

Hannington Silver Band, on the 

evening of Saturday 25th March in Old 

Basing Village Hall so make a note in 

your diary. Times and ticket prices will 

be in next month's issue. A most 

enjoyable evening is anticipated and 

we look forward to your support. 
 

Sue Wilson 
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News from the Beat 
We hope everyone had an enjoyable 

Christmas and a very happy new year. We 

are happy to report no serious incidents 

occurred over this time. Please ensure that 

any new gadgets, bought or received, are 

logged onto IMMOBILISE.COM. Immobilise 

is a free register where you can log all your 

valuable items using pictures or serial 

numbers. Should we find, seize or have your 

valuables handed in, the police will be able 

to return your goods back to you more 

quickly and effectively. 
 

Fortunately, the Neighbourhood Policing 

team do not have a great deal to report 

back from the festive period. Furthermore, 

general crime was down for the months of 

November and December. Travellers have 

previously encamped in Chineham, but, as 

you all may be aware, are no longer here. 

They may well return however. Basingstoke 

Police recovered a stolen vehicle after a 

Chineham property was broken into, which 

is still being investigated. High performance 

vehicles are still on the criminals Christmas 

list and we hope that residents are keeping 

their keys locked away and out of sight. 

Drug activity continues to remain low in the 

area. However, in November, the Police 

executed a search warrant on a Chineham 

address and recovered 90 Cannabis plants 

being cultivated in a bedroom. 2 males 

were arrested in relation to this. We 

encourage anyone with any information 

about possible drug activity to report this to 

the police on 101. 
 

Chineham Speed Watch is a growing 

scheme that continues to provide excellent 

service to the local residents. The members 

who volunteer their time work in conjunction 

with the police to ensure that the roads 

around Chineham are used correctly and in 

a safe manner. We receive a number of 

complaints from residents in relation to 

speeding, parking and general traffic 

nuisance. On behalf of Community Speed 

Watch I would encourage residents who are 

concerned about speeding or have a little 

bit of time spare to volunteer.  
 

Onto a sour note, we continue to receive 

reports in relation to inconsiderate parking 

at schools times in streets adjacent to Four 

Lanes and Great Binfields Schools. Parents 

are encouraged to utilise the parking areas 

at The Chineham Arms, Hampshire Centre 

Court and Tesco car park. Please be 

considerate of residents. Not only is this an 

inconvenience for local neighbours but a 

safety precaution for the young children 

making their way to school. 
 

I have been a part of the Chineham area for 

coming up to two years now, however, this 

will be my last Chat article. I will be moving 

over the road to our neighbours in Popley 

and Oakridge, but will still patrol Chineham 

as much as possible with your new PCSO, 

Richard Green. PCSO Green will be working 

alongside PCSO Krystof Nadvornik and PC 

Neil Piper. On a final note, we are no longer 

holding regular beat surgeries. Due to the 

lack of attendees, we have reconsidered 

our approach and have embraced a new 

way of interacting with our residents. You 

may see us popping along to your coffee 

mornings, youth clubs and socials. We are 

also working on a new idea that will be 

shared in due course. In the meantime, 

should you wish to discuss any policing 

matters with your local team please make 

use of the contacts below.  
 

PCSO Nicole Wheatley  

Basingstoke Neighbourhood Policing Team 
 

Team contacts: 
PC Neil Piper 1395, PCSO Krystof Nadvornik 

16299 & PCSO Richard Green 15307. Please 

call 101 quoting collar numbers or email: 

Basingstoke.Town.Police@hampshire.pnn.police.

uk  
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Light Up A Life 
On December 4th 2016 on a beautiful 

clear night, over 1000 people came along 

to St. Michael’s Hospice to pause and 

remember loved ones this Christmas. The 

service, led by Richard Harlow, Rector of 

Tadley with Pamber Heath and Silchester, 

featured Christmas Carols sung by local 

choir groups, Viables Voices and the Ooh 

Mama Ladies Choir as well as music from 

the Basingstoke Silver Band. 
 

This year’s Light Up A Life service raised 

more than £30,000 from donations in 

memory of loved ones. Iain Cameron, 

Director at St. Michael’s Hospice said ‘We 

are extremely pleased with the response 

from the community. We know that 

Christmas can be a poignant time amid all 

the festivities and this service is important 

for those who want to pause and 

remember as well as to give thanks for the 

lives their loved ones led.’ 
 

The event is made possible by the support 

of volunteers who help on the night with car 

parking, making tea and handing out glow 

sticks to all participants. Chris Griffiths, 

Marketing and Events Manager at the 

Hospice said, ‘We have many people we 

must thank as without their support this 

event would not be the incredible success 

that it is. We are extremely grateful to De La 

Rue Charitable Trust for their financial 

support as well as Rotary Basingstoke 

Deane, Apollo Hotel, Asset Advantage, 

Stuart Freeman from Hype Photography, 

Projected Image, B & M Stores and, of 

course, the band and the choir. We are very 

thankful too for our wonderful volunteers 

and supporters who are the backbone of all 

our events. We would like to give everyone 

our sincerest thanks for their goodwill and 

loyalty throughout the past year and we 

look forward to meeting them next year.’ 
 

Sue O’Flinn 

Basingstoke Symphony 

Orchestra Concert 
Calling all flute players - come along 

and hear local flautist Nick Cartledge 

play Mozart's Flute Concerto with 

Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra. Any 

children or adults who are learning to 

play the flute can be inspired by 

listening to Nick's dazzling playing on 

this beautiful instrument. We are 

hoping lots of flute students will attend 

and so have arranged for Nick to be 

available during the interval for "Meet 

the soloist". You can chat to him and 

ask any flute related questions! 
 

The Orchestra wi l l  a lso play 

B e e t h o v e n ' s  8 t h  S y m p h o n y , 

Mendelssohn's A Midsummer Night's 

Dream Overture and the beautiful 

Serenade for Strings by Elgar. 

Following on from the success of our 

recent family concert, we are keeping 

ticket prices for under 16's at just £2 

when accompanied by an adult. 
 

Saturday 11th February 2017 7:45pm, 

The Anvil, Basingstoke. Please see our 

w e b s i t e  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s : 

www.bso.org.uk and book tickets at 

anvilarts.org.uk. 
 

Sandra Ball 

 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 

On Friday March 3rd 2017 at 10:30am 

there will be an interdenominational 

service open to all men, women and 

children at Saint Mary’s Church, Old 

Basing. This year’s country focus is The 

Philippines, and the title is ‘Am I being 

unfair to you’. There will be refreshments 

afterwards. 
 

Denise Baugh 
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
As I write, the forecast is for heavy rain and 

snow followed by a deep freeze, so I thought 

you might find it interesting to know how the 

County Council Highways crews deploy 

themselves to keep the County moving. Winter 

crews are on standby 24/7, highways teams 

constantly monitor road and air temperatures 

and localised weather forecasts to ensure the 

winter salting fleet treats the road network at 

the right time, day or night. 
 

Salting lorries treat the roads on a priority 

basis: priority one routes carry the majority of 

traffic and include A roads, some B roads, 

major bus routes, roads to emergency 

services, large schools and public transport 

areas. These roads carry around 85% of the 

traffic in Hampshire. In addition, winter crews 

will be treating extra ‘community routes’ to 

help with access to community facilities such 

as doctors’ surgeries and smaller schools. 

The timing of road salting runs is crucial, as 

the impact of salt may not be as effective as 

usual if washed away by rain or sleet. If 5cm 

of snow is forecast snow ploughs will be 

deployed. There are also 100+ farmers who 

can be mobilised to assist in rural locations. 

Locally we can do our bit by using the salt 

bins. Spreading a small amount of salt onto 

pavements or smaller access roads will 

make a big impact on ice and frozen snow. 
 

Taking extra care during cold weather is 

important for everyone, particularly people 

who are more vulnerable to the cold, such as 

babies and very young children (under 5), 

older people (75+) and people with pre-

existing medical conditions. If anyone is 

worried about an elderly neighbour or 

relative they should call Hampshire County 

Council’s Adult’s Health and Care team on 

0300 555 1386, during the week in working 

hours, or 0300 555 1373 out of hours and 

on weekends and Bank Holidays. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747862913 

Website: elainestill.com/elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
 

Colder weather has arrived in mid-

January so we must exercise caution 

on the roads and slippery pavements. 

We shall see whether the drop in 

temperatures will herald the arrival of 

wintery showers but HCC has ensured 

that the grit bins are filled for use on 

the roads and pavements only and not 

to be spread on private property. 

 

In anticipation of further potentially 

disruptive wintery weather, I repeat my 

request this year for any Chineham 

resident who drives a 4x4 and is 

willing to assist transporting those 

vulnerable neighbours who need our 

help.  

 

We have had to suffer from frequent 

Traveller incursions in Chineham over 

last few months and all of the 

Councillors continue to apply pressure 

to move them on their way as soon as 

the ‘system’ allows. Pressures on the 

Courts has led to delays in the issue of 

eviction orders but both HCC, BDBC 

and CPC have coordinated efforts and 

funding to instal l  prevent ion 

obstructions in two of the most 

sensitive locations. 
 

Paul Miller 

Tel: 01256 467400 

Mobile: 07777 659022 

cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  



 

 

Friends of the Willis Museum 
If museums are important to you then you 

may like to join The Friends of the Willis 

Museum, the registered charity whose 

purpose is to “promote, support, assist and 

improve” your local museum. Ways of 

achieving this objective include fund raising 

for improvements, volunteering practical 

assistance or just generally taking an 

interest in the Willis and encouraging others 

to do the same. Activities include a 

programme of free-to-members monthly 

talks (February to December, excluding 

August, on the third Thursday evening of 

each month). Local history subjects for 

2017 will include “Jane Austen in 

Basingstoke”, “Heroes and villains of the 

Basingstoke Canal” and Hampshire 

statues, whilst more general subjects will 

include the archaeology of warfare and of 

food. There will be a summer visit to a place 

of historic interest and a skittles match v. 

The Friends of the Curtis Museum, Alton.  
 

The annual subscription is modest, and 

other membership benefits include a 

newsletter and some discounts in the 

museum cafe/shop. For more details pick 

up a Friends’ programme leaflet at the 

museum, or visit the Friends’ website at 

www.friendsofthewillis.org.uk. New 

members will be most welcome, and both 

the leaflet and the website tell you how to 

join. As well as to members, the talks are 

open to as many non-members as can be 

accommodated, but non-members should 

always reserve a seat in advance (01256 

465902). Whilst at the museum, don’t 

forget to pick up a museum events 

programme too. If you haven’t visited 

recently it may surprise you to discover how 

much there is to see, how much goes on 

there, and how very high profile some of the 

special exhibitions are.  
 

John Hollands 

Mayor’s Charity Quiz 
Fancy testing your general knowledge 

skills? Then join the Mayor of 

Basingstoke and Deane, Cllr Jane 

Frankum, and RSM UK for a fun 

charity quiz night at Basingstoke 

College of Technology, North Site, on 

Friday 10 February 2017 at 7pm (for 

7.30pm start). 
 

This is an opportunity to get together 

with friends and family for a fun 

evening - being a registered member 

of MENSA is not a requirement! Quiz 

rounds will be written by RSM UK and 

will include music, sport and 

television. Tickets are £10 per person, 

which includes a jacket potato and 

filling. A licensed bar will also be 

available on the night. Teams to be a 

maximum of six people and there will 

be a cash prize for the winning team. A 

raffle will also take place on the night 

organised by representatives from the 

Mayor’s Charity Appeal. All monies 

raised will go to the Mayor’s 

Community  Chest  fundrais ing 

committee run through Basingstoke 

Voluntary Action. 
 

C h e q u e s  m a d e  p a y a b l e  t o 

‘Basingstoke and Deane Borough 

Council’, should be sent along with 

your entry form to: 
 

Bernadette Rennick 

The Mayor’s Office 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough 

Council 

Civic Offices 

London Road 

Basingstoke 

RG21 4AH 

 

Cllr Jane Frankum 
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Minister’s Message 

I wonder how today looks to you? I 

wouldn’t be surprised if your reply is not 

great because it is February after all. I did 

get told off some years back for writing 

that I thought February was the worst 

month of the year but in my defence it 

can be grey and cold and dull.  
 

But let me ask again how does today 

look to you? When you got up this 

morning what did you think? Perhaps 

you ran your mind through what lay 

ahead in the day and thought “great I’m 

going to be doing that today” or maybe 

you thought “it is just another day with 

nothing special on the agenda.”  
 

Today, whenever that day is when you read 

this, may not be a startling day for you but 

probably won’t be the most boring day in 

history. That accolade, I am reliably 

informed, belongs to 11th April 1954. 

William Tunstall-Pedoe’s computer 

programme, called True Knowledge, after 

being fed some 300 million facts about 

"people, places, business and events" that 

made the news, has calculated 11th April 

1954 to be the most objectively dull day 

since 1900. On that day a general election 

was held in Belgium, a Turkish academic 

was born and an Oldham Athletic footballer 

called Jack Shufflebotham died. Apart from 

that nothing much happened. Cambridge 

University-educated Mr Tunstall-Pedoe said: 

"Nobody significant died that day, no major 

events apparently occurred and, although a 

typical day in the 20th century has many 

notable people being born, for some reason 

that day had only one who might make that 

claim - Abdullah Atalar, a Turkish academic.  
 

Perhaps in your view today or yesterday 

seems, to you at least, pretty boring with just 

the same old things occupying your time. If 

today seems to you dull, or grey, or boring let 

me encourage you with some words from 

the Psalms in the Bible. In Psalm 118v24 

we read “This is the day the Lord has made; 

let us rejoice and be glad in it.”  
 

Each new day is a day God has made and 

given to us to value and to enjoy. A kids 

song we used to sing says, “Get up out of 

bed, have a yawn and scratch your head 

and say thank you it’s a brand new day.” 

In a sense it is a matter of attitude and 

how we view each new day. Is it just 

another day to be got through or perhaps 

a God given day with all kinds of 

possibilities we can rejoice in? 
 

I suppose whether today is great or 

boring in the end will mainly come down 

to how you view it from the start. Go on, 

why not “scratch your head and say 

thank you it’s a brand new day.” 
 

Ian Bentley 

(Minister at Christ Church Chineham) 
 

Christ Church Activities 
Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am—no 

charge, all welcome! The 9am service tends 

to be quieter and more reflective; we have a 

music band with drums and guitars at the 

10.30am services when we also have 

groups for children and young people of all 

ages from babies to 18+. During February 

we will be looking at some of the Psalms 

which are a great source of inspiration. Our 

sermons are recorded and available on our 

website with the sermon text at 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk    
 

Prayer: is there something you would like 

prayer for? Do let us know—contact details 

below. If you would like to come and pray 

you are most welcome: our Prayer Room is 

open whenever the building is open. Drop in 

to sit and pray in silence, or we can arrange 

for someone to pray with you. We meet 

weekly to pray on alternate Sunday and 

Monday evenings; you would be welcome to 

join us (please contact the office for details). 
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Coffee and Co: 9.30—11.30am. Our café is 

open to all every Monday during term time; 

coffee and cakes are available, along with 

toys for the children and a warm welcome! 
 

Luncheon Club: 28 Feb, 12noon. Everyone is 

invited to join us for a tasty two course meal—

£5 for adults, £2.50 for children. Lifts may be 

available so if you need transport please let 

us know; there is no need to let us know if you 

are coming, but if you have any special dietary 

needs we do need to know in advance.  
 

123 Matinee Group: 14 Feb, 1-3pm.  This 

social/support group is aimed at “older 

friends” although everyone is welcome; no 

charge. This month we will be exploring 

“Memory Boxes” and we will be doing seated 

exercises as usual. There will be a warm 

welcome, plenty of people to chat with and 

there will be refreshments. If you are 

interested in coming along and/or helping you 

would be most welcome. 
 

CCBBies: Thursdays 10-11.15am. On offer: 

free play, Bible stories, crafts, refreshments, 

friendship and fun; each week the children 

have a simple craft to take home and if the 

weather is good we will play out on the patio. 

Parents/carers are required to stay with their 

children – all welcome! 
 

Messy Church: 13 Feb, 3.45 onwards. 

3.45pm games/refreshments (so you can 

come straight from school), 4.15pm activities, 

5.15pm supper, 5.45pm time to go home! 

Families are invited as we learn about Jesus 

and the Bible together in a creative way; this 

month we will be looking at Abraham. No 

charge although donations welcome towards 

the food cost. 
 

Kids’ Club: 18 Feb, 5-6.30pm. £1 entrance 

fee (first visit free), bring your friends and 

some change for tuck and a hot snack. Crafts, 

music, fun and games for children at primary 

school. All welcome!  
 

C3Y: Fridays, 8-9.30pm. Our youth club for 

young people in year 6 and upwards is open 

for fun and games every Friday during term 

time in the Wesley Hall. The entrance fee is 

just £1 (first visit free); bring a friend as well as 

some spare change for tuck. 
 

Comedy Night: 4 Feb, 7.30pm, tickets £10. 

Come and enjoy a night out with Christian 

comedian Mark Palmer! Bring your own 

drinks, light refreshments provided. Originally 

from South Africa, Mark now lives in the UK 

and tours with his special brand of comedy 

reflecting on current themes and topics. Invite 

the people you know and book your tickets 

now! “Mark Palmer is one of a rare breed of 

comedians: he can make you laugh without 

having to pepper his routine with expletives or 

venture too far below the belt. He’s great at 

slice-of-life comedy, and deftly gives a wide 

range of subjects a sharp nudge in the ribs” 

Cape Times 
 

Women’s Breakfast: 18 Feb, 8.45 for 9am. 

“Managing life through change”–Sue Stamper

-Iveson explores how the changes you face can 

help to shape your life. Sue works as a career 

coach and also enjoys many creative pursuits 

including art, photography, drama and writing. 

You are invited to make a donation to the cost 

of this event and if you plan to attend please let 

us know.  
 

Charity collections: we collect stamps (new 

and used), ink cartridges, postcards, 

spectacles, socks, tools, bedding, tins/

packets of food, and supermarket milk bottle 

tops for various charities. We can find a 

home for most things so if you have anything 

you would like to pass on do contact us!   
 

Room hire: rooms are available to hire either 

on a one-off or regular basis. Contact us for 

details or look on our website 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk. Prices 

start at £8.25 per hour (Community Rate) 

which includes use of the kitchen/snack bar 

where tea, coffee, sugar and squash are 

provided.  
 

Ruth Randall 
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Chineham Speedwatch 

Firstly, I would like to welcome our 

three new recruits who bring the team 

number up to 12 including me. This 

means that we can now cover many 

more sites and varying times, and with 

the lighter mornings and evenings we 

shall be out and about throughout the 

parish.  
 

We tried out a couple of new locations 

this month with mixed results: our first 

new location, opposite Minden Close, 

netted only 2 drivers over the speed 

limit, however our second new 

location, close to the junction of Little 

Copse Chase, saw 31 drivers over the 

speed limit. While we were there I was 

watching the Speed Indicator Device 

(SID) when it suddenly flashed up “57” 

so I called it out, and one of my 

colleagues said “What? Where?”, 

turned out that the SID had clocked a 

passing freight train! 
 

While we were opposite Minden Close 

one of my fellow observers saw a 

police car pull up behind his. Several 

thoughts crossed his mind as you can 

imagine, however, it was just PC Neil 

Piper parking up to join us. As you can 

guess there was a mighty sigh of relief! 
 

On our last outing of the year on a 

misty Saturday morning we were 

joined by PCSO Nicole Wheatley and 

friend, and she assured us that the 

speedwatch team is definitely having a 

positive effect on speeding in the 

parish, so well done to the team. Let’s 

hope that the speed of traffic 

throughout the parish continues to fall. 

By the time you read this Christmas 

will have come and gone for another 

year and we shall be back again in 

February, in the meantime do watch 

your speed, and remember it may not 

be us that catches you speeding, it 

may be PC Neil Piper with his official 

speed device and that could result in a 

fine! 
 

If you would like to join the 

Speedwatch team then please contact 

t h e  p a r i s h  c l e r k  a t 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk. Follow us on 

Twitter @c_speedwatch.  
 

Bob Ricket 

Chineham Speedwatch coordinator 
 

 

Marie Curie Daffodil Day 
Happy New Year to everyone. Thank you 

very much for your generosity at 

Chineham Shopping Centre last year; we 

raised an amazing £959.93 
 

Marie Curie Care provides nursing for 

seriously ill people in their home and in 

some cases in hospices. Unfortunately 

they are unable to provide nurses in the 

Basingstoke area but they do have 

nurses in other parts of Hampshire. They 

also use the money to pay for research 

into Palliative Care which is shared with 

other organizations. 
 

The major fundraising event of the year 

is the Daffodil Day. There are many local 

collections from 24 February - 13 March, 

in Tesco (Hook), Basingstoke Metro 

Tesco (Town Centre), Basingstoke Town 

Centre, Morrisons and Basingstoke 

Station and also Chineham Shopping 

Centre; hopefully at the end of February. 
 

If you can spare an hour or more 

please call Sally or Wendy on 023 

8026 3123 or go to https://

t . c a m p a i g n . m a r i e c u r i e . o r g . u k /

webApp/mcc_supporterRegistration to 

register for a collection near you. 
 

Kathleen Manley 
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Linguatastic 

Last month, we had a busy start to the 

term. In many of our classes, we learned 

about the ways “Epiphany” is celebrated 

in different countries. Amongst other 

things, some children had the opportunity 

to make their own special cake (La 

Galette des Rois) eaten in France on 6th 

January. The tradition is that a little 

figurine (“une fève”) is hidden in the cake 

and whoever finds the figurine in their 

piece of cake becomes the king for the 

day. Needless to say, the children were 

very keen to gobble down the cake to see 

whether they would be crowned!   
 

Towards the end of the month (and the 

beginning of this), we celebrated Chinese 

New Year. This year is that of the rooster. 

Those born in the year of the rooster are 

said to be active, amusing, and popular 

within a crowd. Other “rooster years” 

include 1933, 1945, 1957, 1969, 1981, 

1993 and 2005. According to Chinese 

astrology, the luckiest things for roosters 

include: 

•The numbers 5, 7, and 8 

• The colors gold, brown, and yellow 

•The flowers gladiola, cockscomb 

•The directions south, southeast 
  
Sticking with the theme of “fortune 

telling”, on 2nd February it’s the Catholic 

holiday of Candlemas. In France it is a day 

when lots of “crêpes” are eaten.  Whilst 

making the pancakes some people do a 

bit of fortune telling by holding a coin in 

their writing hand and a crêpe pan in the 

other, and flip the crêpe into the air. If 

they manage to catch the crêpe in the 

pan, their family will be prosperous for the 

rest of the year. And on that note, we wish 

all readers a fantastic year ahead! 
 

Fiona Biermann 

e-mail: info@linguatastic.com, Tel: 01256 

471474 

Chineham Road Issues 
If M Jones thinks that putting up 

20mph signs (letters January 2017) 

will slow the traffic down then he/she is 

sadly mistaken. Signs can be and are 

ignored and traffic will continue to drive 

through the parish at (high) speed. The 

only way to slow traffic down is to build 

“pinch points”. NOT speed humps, 

speed cushions or speed tables (yes, 

there is a difference between the 

three), but pinch points. Make the road 

so narrow that traffic has to slow down 

to avoid a collision, install traffic islands 

or build outs with alternating priorities. 
 

For those familiar with Sherfield Road in 

Sherfield-on-Loddon the road alongside the 

green has been made slightly narrow at 

points making it uncomfortable for two cars to 

pass, so they have to slow down and time the 

approach so that they pass on the wide bits. 
 

Bob Ricket 
 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Does your road have a Neighbourhood 

Watch scheme? If not, would you like to 

start one? It costs nothing except a little 

time whilst the scheme is established. 

Leaflets, stickers and street signs are 

provided free, running a scheme is as 

simple as forwarding bcc emails to 

residents and meetings in the Village Hall 

are voluntary. Help police tackle crime by 

coordinating a NHW scheme to raise 

awareness of local issues and enable 

rapid two-way communication between 

residents, police and other agencies. 

Members are also able to circulate 

information about missing pets and 

possessions. Existing NHW coordinators, 

our two PCSOs and the Police Cadets can 

help you canvass residents and set up the 

new scheme.  
 

Laura Romney 

chinehamnhw@bdnw.org.uk, 817893 
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Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 
January’s speaker was Anne Court who 

gave a talk on her year as Mayor of 

Basingstoke and Deane who is the 

Queen’s representative in the Borough. 

She gave a history of the position which is 

an unelected one and is usually held by 

the longest serving councillor. She gave 

details of her charities for the year and the 

reasons she had chosen the Ark Cancer 

Centre, the Basingstoke Multicultural 

Forum and Inspero to receive the 

£24,000 raised. Besides attending over 

380 functions in the borough she also 

went to the linked Belgian town of Briane 

L'Allend to attend the battle of Waterloo’s 

bicentenary celebrations. Her most 

abiding memory of the year was, she said, 

seeing the extraordinary amount of 

voluntary work carried out in Basingstoke 

by a huge number of people spread over a 

wide range of organisations. 
 

The next meeting is on 1st February when 

the speaker will be Alan Grace on 

“Amazing Berlin 1914 – 1989”. The group 

meets on the first Wednesday of each 

month at Brookvale Village Hall from 10 

am to 12 noon and all retired Civil 

Servants and their partners are welcome. 

The year’s programme and further details 

about meetings can be obtained from the 

Secretary Tony Brazier on 01256 418770 

or at bjmapbr@ntlworld.com and if you 

would like to join us on any of our trips 

please contact Kate Lambeth on 01256 

328791. 
 

David Cowling 
 

Basingstoke Lions Club 

I think Lenny the Basingstoke Lion must 

have been given an early Christmas 

present of a flying carpet. He certainly 

managed to flit about Basingstoke like a 

demented bluebottle over the Christmas 

period. He appeared at the Tesco food 

bank where he helped to raise £130, 

served early morning breakfasts, took 

part in the Christmas parade and the 

Daniel Rolfe fun day in aid of Wessex 

Heartbeat. All that in addition to doing 

shifts in support of our own collections 

which, thanks to everyone’s generosity, 

raised £2847. Many thanks to all who 

contributed and to ASDA, Homebase, Old 

Basing Co-op and the Chineham 

Shopping Centre for allowing us to collect 

on their premises. Now, you’d be forgiven 

for thinking that it is always someone 

different in the Lion suit, but it isn’t. 

Typically it’s our President hiding her light 

under the proverbial bushel. Over the 

Christmas period we made donations to 

homeless charities, the women’s refuge 

and organizations serving the needy 

elderly. 
 

Upcoming events:  

Charity Swimathon 4th March: We are 

now contacting  schools, colleges, sports 

clubs and businesses to invite them to 

enter teams in this event. The 2017 

Special Olympics are being held in 

Sheffield this year. This gives swimmers 

with intellectual disabilities the 

opportunity to compete against their 

peers. Members of The Basingstoke 

Bluefins (Disability) will be competing and 

we will be supporting their participation. 

You too can help us by getting together a 

team of 6 to swim in our event which also 

allows you to support other charities via 

www.basingstokelions.org.uk. 

Quiz night 8th March: Come along and 

see how many brain cells you’ve lost as a 

result of overindulgence during Christmas 

and  New Year. Contact Philip Wilson Tel: 

352393 or philipjhwilson@btinternet.com 

to book your table 
 

Philip Wilson 
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Service Delivery Volunteer 
Have you got what it takes to help ensure 

victims and witnesses are given the 

support they need and the respect they 

deserve? Many people face the effects of 

crime alone and confused. Your support 

helps individuals and their families to feel 

stronger, understood and able to move 

forward with their lives. 
 

What will I be doing? 

•Contacting people who have been 

victims of crime, either over the phone, at 

the victim’s home or another mutually 

agreed location. 

•Clearly explaining the role of Victim 

Support and empowering victims to 

overcome the emotional, psychological 

and practical effects of crime. 

•Communicating in a way that is 

appropriate to the person being supported. 

•Helping people explore how their 

experience of crime has affected their 

lives and identifying ways to enable them 

to recover from the experience. 

•Working with people to identify their 

individual needs and helping them to 

choose options they feel are right for them. 

•Identifying situations where we cannot 

directly meet the needs of the victim and 

working with the client and the manager 

to make appropriate referrals. 

•Liaising with staff to arrange practical 

help for victims (such as lock fitting). 

•Promoting the rights of people you 

support and respecting diversity. 

•Giving information about other agencies 

and their procedures. 

•Giving information and help with applications 

for criminal injuries compensation. 

•Attending training, support sessions and 

volunteer meetings. 

•Keeping your manager informed of 

actions and progress on each case. 
 

What skills do I need? 

•Caring, mature and supportive empathy 

towards others. 

•Non-judgmental, impartial and 

confidential approach to supporting 

others. 

•Commitment to ensuring victims all 

have equal access to our services. 

•Respect for the diversity of our 

colleagues and clients. 

•Willing to work within our values, 

procedures and policies. 

•Good listening skills and good verbal 

communication skills. 

•Basic IT skills suitable for accessing our 

webpages, internet and emails.   

•Friendly, reliable, approachable and a 

confident team player. 
 

We encourage volunteers working with 

victims to be available for at least four 

hours a week whenever possible for 

ideally a minimum of 2 years. Working 

times are flexible as appointments with 

clients can be made during the day, in the 

evening (up to 7.30pm) or at weekends. 

All volunteers will be required to take part 

in relevant modules of the core Victim 

Support training so that they have a 

strong understanding of the work and 

values of the organisation they promote. 

This is a four day face-to-face course that 

is mandatory. All volunteers will receive 

the Victim Support data protection, 

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion training 

through an e-learning package. 
 

The benefits include full induction, one-to-

one support for the role, and 

opportunities for excellent training and to 

develop new skills, plus making a positive 

difference to people’s lives and learning 

about the work of criminal justice 

age nc i es .  To  a p p l y ,  co ntac t 

Hampshire&iowvolunteering@victimsupp

ort.org.uk 
 

Sarah Woods 



 

 

Four Lanes Community 

Centre 
 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: Wed 9.30-

11.00am, £12.00 for 6 weeks or £2.50 

per week on a drop-in basis. For mums/

dads, babies and pre-school children. Life 

with young children can be exciting, 

exhausting, rewarding, challenging, joyful 

and daunting. Come and join us and have 

fun. There will be a range of activities 

including indoor and outdoor toys, arts and 

crafts, stories and rhymes, drinks and 

biscuits, all based in a safe and welcoming 

environment. Please contact us to register 

your interest. 
 

ZUMBA: Zumba is a popular fitness 

programme inspired by Latin dance. It’s the 

best way to lose weight while enjoying high 

energy and motivating dance moves 

alongside fantastic dance music. Mondays 

7.30pm to 8.30pm, Tuesdays 7.00pm to 

8.00pm. Cost: £5.25 Mondays, £6.00 

Tuesdays, pay as you go. Contact Lisa 

(Mondays) 07884 267722 or Candice 

(Tuesdays) 07843 979340. 
 

Clubbercise: bring a night out to your work 

out. Fun, easy to follow dance fitness 

routines using glowsticks to club anthems 

from the 90’s to the latest chart music. 

Taught in a darkened room with disco 

lights. Thursdays 8.00pm to 8.45pm, 

classes to be booked in advance on 

h t t p s : / / b o o k w h e n . c o m /

clubbercisewithaimee or https://

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

clubbercisewithaimee/. 
 

Hatha Yoga: No previous experience 

required, suitable for all levels. Payable in 

blocks of 6 weeks cost £30.00 or drops in 

welcome at £6.00 per class. Tuesdays 

6.15—7.15pm at the Infant School. For 

further information and to book the course 

please contact Kati on 07450 226719 or 

email pumpkinyoga@gmail.com. 
 

Linguatastic: Languages with Linguatastic 

include French and Spanish before school 

clubs; Italian, Spanish and French for 

adults; and French for secondary school 

pupils. For further information please email 

info@linguatastic.com or phone 471474. 
 

Good Companions—over 55s Group: Come 

along and enjoy tea and homemade cake 

with a variety of speakers and activities. 

Events available on request. Four Lanes 

Community Centre, 3rd Tuesday of every 

month. 
 

Holiday Play Scheme: The Holiday Play 

Scheme is a great idea to keep your 

children entertained during the school 

holidays. Open to school children aged from 

4 to 11 years. The Holiday Play Scheme 

provides a fabulous day of activities 

supervised by our friendly and professional 

team to keep the children amused with arts 

and crafts, sports, games and fun food. The 

Holiday Play Scheme runs through every 

school holiday and inset days and is lots of 

fun. We have 2 options for sessions times: 

Session A 8.30am-4.00pm – price £14.75 

Session B 8.30am-5.30pm – price £18.00 
 

The above clubs are available to Infant and 

Junior children who attend school full time. 
 

Virginia Wyatt 

 

FFLS Summer Fete 
 

The Friends of Four Lanes Schools 

(FFLS) are holding their annual 

Summer Fete on Saturday 24th June 

from 1.00pm until 4.00pm at Four 

Lanes Infant & Junior School Halls. If 

any local crafts or business would like 

a stall please email: FFLS@sky.com 

 

Zoe Mawle 
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Basingstoke Discovery Centre 

To book a place, order online from 

www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php, 

visit Basingstoke Discovery Centre in 

Festival Place, or call 01256 478670. 

Advance book ing  is  s t rong l y 

recommended. 

 

February events: 

Wonderful Wordsmiths: Wednesday 1 

& 15, 4–5pm, ages 8–13, free of 

charge. Gain confidence in your writing 

and meet like-minded people in this 

friendly group. 

 

Painting for Fun: Thursday 2 & 16, 

2.30pm – 4.30pm, free of charge. 

Informal group of painters who share 

tips and conversation in coffee shop 

area 

 

Hearing Impaired Reading Group: 

Friday 3, 2pm – 4pm, free of charge. 

An opportunity to meet people in a 

similar situation round a shared 

interest. 

 

Drop-In Surgery with Local Councillor: 

Saturday 4, 2pm – 3pm. Meet your 

Hampshire County Councillor for 

Basingstoke Central, Criss Connor, to 

discuss local issues. 

 

Harry Potter Book Day: Saturday 4, 

from 10am, ages 3+, free of charge. 

Join us for a wizard day of craft, 

activities, trails and much more. Keep 

a look out for owls as they deliver 

more information to the Discovery 

Centre nearer the time! 

 

Birds & Gardens: Perfect Partners: 

Saturday 4, 2pm, £3.50. There are 

many ways in which birds benefit from 

gardens and many delights we receive 

from them in our gardens. In this 

illustrated talk by Alick Jones, find out 

how we can make our gardens better 

habitats for birds and about the role of 

the Garden Birdwatch. Alick Jones is a 

retired professional biologist, a past 

Hampshire Ambassador for Garden 

Birdwatch and team member of a RHS 

Chelsea Flower medal-winning team! 

 

Children’s Crafts: Saturday 4, from 

10am, ages 3+, free of charge. 

 

Board in the Library: Saturday 4, 11am 

– 4pm, and Wednesday 8 & 22, 2pm 

– 6pm, free of charge. Bring out your 

competitive streak with games like 

Splendour and Carcassonne. Or 

working cooperatively – try a game of 

Pandemic to help save humanity! 

 

Disability Signpost Service: Tuesday 7, 

10am -  12noon.  Drop- in for 

information on topics including 

transport, benefits, housing and more.  

 

Basingstoke Disability Connections: 

Tuesday 7, 12.30pm – 2.30pm. 

Informal get-together for people 

affected by disability. 

 

Memory Box Project: Friday 10 & 24, 

10.30am – 12.30pm. The memory box 

project is an exciting reminiscence 

project open to all. Drop in and share 

some stories around the interesting 

objects on display. 

 

Discover Board Games: Saturday 11 & 

25 February, 10am – 1pm, ages 3+, 

free of charge.  

 

Young Embroiderers Club: Saturday 

11, 10am – 12noon, ages 5-16, £5. 

Learn new skills and meet new friends. 

 

Chatterbooks: Mondays 13, 4pm – 5pm, 
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ages 8-11, free of charge. Are you a 

Bookaholic? Do you enjoy sharing ideas, 

making new friends and exploring new 

subjects?  Join Chatterbooks, a book 

group aimed at 8-11 year olds. Books, 

activities, quizzes and lots more. Sign up 

at the Information Desk in the library.  

 

Creative Writing: Wednesday 15, 2pm 

– 4pm, £1. New members are 

welcome at this supportive group for 

writers of all genres and ability. 

 

Poetry Group: Wednesday 15, 10.30am 

– 12.00 noon, £1. Read and share 

poetry with other like-minded people. 

 

Crime Fiction Reading Group: Saturday 

18, 2pm, free of charge. Meet others 

who share your enjoyment of this genre. 

 

Charlie’s Storytelling Parties: Monday 

20, 10am & 11.15am, ages 3+, £3.75 

(accompanying adults free). Join 

children’s entertainer and actress 

Charlie Sanderson for 45 minutes of 

storytelling, singing and other surprises! 

 

Be Confident and Safe around Dogs – 

children’s workshop: Tuesday 21, 

11am, ages 5-11. £1 per child (adults 

free). The Education and Community 

Officer for Dogs Trust in the South will 

be leading a workshop on Dog Safety 

for children aged 5-11. There will be 

lots of fun interactive activities, arts & 

crafts, story telling and an opportunity 

to meet a special visitor too! 

 

Art Workshop: Thursday 23, 10.30am – 

1pm, ages 8+, £3. Join us for a morning 

of arts and crafts to celebrate your 

favourite children’s books. Using 

printing, collage and craft techniques we 

will make lots of pictures inspired by our 

favourite books to create a fold up book 

to take home. We will make collagraph 

texture prints on a portable printing 

press of owls, snails or snakes. Use 

stencils and block prints together with 

feathers, leaves and natural materials to 

compile your own concertina book and 

embellish with jewels, sequins, stickers 

and shiny things.  
 

This  event  is  sponsored by 

Basingstoke NADFAS Young Arts. As a 

charity NADFAS Young Arts promotes 

lasting enthusiam and awareness of 

our art heritage  by providing young 

people with opportunities to get 

involved in creative arts activities. If 

you would like more information 

please contact your local branch; 

www.badfas.org.uk 

 

Dragons & Unicorns: Friday 24, from 

10am, ages 3+, free of charge. A 

whole day of free activities for all ages: 

3 D - c o l o u r i n g ,  c r a f t ,  L E t ’ sG O 

Construction and more. See posters in 

the Discovery Centre for more details. 

 

Family Chess Coaching: Saturday 25, 

10am–1pm (drop-in), free. David 

Graham and members of the 

Basingstoke Junior Chess Club offer 

hints, tips and guidance for complete 

beginners as well as to those with 

some knowledge and experience. 

 

StreetPass: Saturday 25, 11am–4pm, 

free. Experience a new level of social 

gaming with your gaming consoles. 

 

Visually Impaired Reading Group: 

Monday 27, 10am – 12 noon, free of 

charge. An opportunity to meet people 

in a similar situation round a shared 

interest. 

 

Helen Beevers 
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The Birth of Chineham  

as a Civil Parish 
 

No, this is not an optical illusion. This 

is Spotlight on Chineham in the Chat!

Chineham Chat editor Jo has kindly 

invited us to submit a regular article 

and we have been pleased to go with 

the suggestion. Meanwhile, if you are 

not averse to Facebook but not 

already aware of it, may I invite you to 

visit our popular page at “Chineham 

Spotlight”. That will remain a good 

place to look for the more immediate 

issues relating to our parish which 

cannot wait for, or are not suitable for, 

the longer publishing cycle of the Chat. 

It also offers a place to submit urgent 

topical information.  
 

I thought a little history might be 

interesting as a starting point. In the 

late 70s, a “Chineham Development 

Plan” was drawn up defining how 

Chineham – and what is now Lychpit – 

should be developed. It had already 

been decided in principle that a large 

chunk of development should take 

place. At that time Chineham was 

basically just ribbon development 

along Reading Road when it was still 

the A33. The dwellings were largely 

bungalows and many consisted of little 

more than wood and corrugated iron. 

The whole area, together with a 

section up Cufaude Lane belonged to 

Old Basing parish. 
 

At the time the far-sighted Old Basing 

Parish councillors recognised that 

another 4000-odd houses would 

potentially massively change the 

character of their village and so it was 

agreed that when the Chineham 

housing count reached the level which 

would sustain its own governance, it 

would split off as a separate parish. This 

indeed happened in 1986. There were 

some complications from the fact that 

the Lychpit area was referred to as 

Chineham South (along with the rest of 

the area to the south of the new A33) 

and indeed some house deeds show it 

as such. It took a little while until 

residents and the authorities adjusted 

to referring to Lychpit, and subsequently 

the other part which is in Chineham (the 

area around the shopping centre) as 

Binfields. For a long time, the rest of 

Chineham was referred to as Chineham 

North. To this day, anomalies such as 

Pecche Place remain a bit confusing. 
 

Martin Biermann 

Spotlight Editor 

 

Chat Distributors  
 

We now have a full team! Many thanks 

to everyone who has volunteered to 

help and to all those who have retired 

after years of dedicated service. My 

aim is to update and expand our 

database of emergency distributors 

who might be able to deliver Chats in 

their road if the official distributor is on 

holiday. Please give me your contact 

details if you are willing to join this list. 

distribution@chinehamchat.com or 

817893. 
 

Laura Romney 

01256 817893 
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