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February 2016 
Many thanks to everyone who has sent ideas for new content to the Chat inbox! It 

has been a pleasure to see that people really do read and care about our local 

magazine, and also that many local residents have strong opinions on things we 

should be including! Keep these terrific ideas coming please—this month is a 

packed edition, with updates from many regular and new groups, and while as a 

result I have not been able to fit in many of the new ideas this time I will be 

reviewing them with the Chat Committee to see what we can do in future. 

 

The Chat also needs your help. We rely on a group of about 100 wonderful 

volunteer distributors to deliver the magazine monthly to each house in 

Chineham. We need replacement distributors for several roads (see page 6 for 

details) and we also want to set up a bank of back up distributors to cover areas 

when the regular distributors are unavailable for any reason. You can volunteer for 

as large or small an area as you like, meaning this task could be less than an hour 

a month. Can you help? If so, our Distribution Coordinator would love to hear from 

you! 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 
First of all may I take this opportunity 

to advise that we are continuing to 

offer membership for as little as £10 

per annum. This offer will continue 

until the end of March and will then be 

withdrawn. Application forms can be 

obtained from the club. Entertainment 

events for February are as follows:- 

 

Monday 1: Bingo in the lounge bar. 

Eyes-down at 20.00 

Thursday 18: Senior citizens’ bingo 

and lunch in the lounge bar at 13.00  

Saturday 20: Live music with 

Bovvered. 20.30 in the lounge bar as 

Bovvered present their high-class 

covers of rock and pop classics 

Saturday 27: Family night disco and 

entertainment. 19.00 in the lounge 

bar 

Every Sunday: Texas Hold ‘Em poker in 

the lounge bar. Two sessions, starting 

at 19.00 and 21.00 

 

John Prince 

 

Chineham Village Hall 
We are trying to locate a former resident 

and wondered if someone may be able to 

help. Does anyone have any knowledge of 

or present address for one of our original 

Trustees, Julia Lloyd, who used to reside in 

Fennel Close? We need to speak with her 

concerning our property registration. Please 

call 07927 649083 if you think you may be 

able to help. Many thanks. 

 

AGM and Committee Membership: The 

Annual General Meeting of the 

Chineham Village Hall Management 

Committee will be held at Chineham 

Village Hall Committee Room at 

8.00pm on Monday 22nd February. 

The meeting will receive the reports 

and accounts for the year ending 31st 

December 2015 and will elect up to 

10 members for the committee of 

management. Residents of Chineham 

who are aged 18 or over are entitled 

to attend the meeting and vote. 

Entrance to the Committee Room is 

via the Lounge Bar of the Village Club. 

 

As detailed in January’s Chat, we are 

currently looking for more members on 

the Management Committee. If you 

are a Chineham resident aged 18 or 

over and are interested in being 

nominated for the Committee, please 

complete a nomination form in full. 

The form should be received by the 

Secretary, Mrs J Chamberlain, of 4 

Cuffelle Close, Chineham, RG24 8RH 

by 16th February. If you have any 

queries, please telephone 07927 

649083. The form is included 

overleaf. 
 

Lynne Hughes 

 

Chineham Library 
February is a month when all the regular 

library activities take place as normal, 

even during school half term week. On 

6th February we are commemorating 

National Libraries Day, and would love 

you to celebrate with us. There will be an 

adult fiction display for you to brave 

taking a mystery wrapped up read to try! 

Adult colouring bookmarks will also be 

available to take away. 

 

Our Saturday children’s craft sessions 

continue on the first Saturday of each 

month, with the next dates being 6th 

February and 5th March. These are 

aimed at primary school children and run 

from 10am to 12pm. The 6th February 

session will take the form of a celebration 
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of National Libraries Day with storytime at 

10am and a library themed craft session 

at 10.30am. Our preschool storytimes 

take place on all the other Saturdays of 

each month, from 10 to 10.30am. This 

time has replaced the previous Friday 

morning slot. Reminders will always be 

issued nearer the time on the Facebook 

page.  

 

Regular adult groups meeting this month 

are the Crime Reading group and the 

CHIPPS reading group for parents and 

young children. The Crime group is meeting 

on the 13th February from 10.30 to 11.30, 

and CHIPPS on the 10th February. New 

faces are always very welcome, and details 

can be obtained from library staff.  

 

Age Concern are still holding their regular 

computer sessions for the Over 50s on 

Wednesdays between 10am and 12pm. 

For availability please contact the local 

office on 01256 423874. The card 

making group will meet on the 11th and 

25th February and both these groups 

would welcome new members. 

 

Cathy Foster 

 

Poppy Appeal 
The Poppy Appeal is the major single 

source of revenue for the Royal British 

Legion's Benevolent Fund. Each year more 

people come to us for help so the need for 

donations always increases. Our collecting 

year starts on October 1st and to date we 

have raised £19,942.87 locally. This is a 

fantastic total and I would just like to thank 

everyone who made this possible. We 

have many events planned for this year so 

please look out for further notices. 

 

Tim Russell, Hon Poppy Appeal 

Organiser 

Nomination Form 

 
I, …………………………………...………………. 

(print full name), am willing to be 

nominated for election to the 

Chineham Village Hall Management 

Committee and to accept and act in 

the Trusts of the Charity of Chineham 

Village Hall and Recreation Ground. I 

am aged 18 or over and I am a 

resident of Chineham. 

 

Signature of Nominee: 

 

……………………………………………..………… 

 

Address:……………………………………..……. 

 

………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………… 

 

Tel No: ……….….………………………………… 

 

Proposed by: 

 

………………………………………………………… 

 

Address:…………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………… 

 

Seconded by: 

 

………………………………………………………… 

 

Address:…………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………… 
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Chineham WI 
 

December's WI meeting brought 

members together for our Christmas 

party and to make Christmas tree 

table decorations with sweets for 

baubles. It was a very convivial 

evening. January will see us voting for 

our preferred resolution for 2016. 

Every year WI members have the 

chance to put forward issues as 

'resolutions' that they want to see the 

national body campaign on. Past 

resolutions have included such topics 

as encouraging organ donation and 

"Keep Britain Tidy".  You may have 

seen our handmade Christmas tree on 

display in Chineham library.  Many 

members are now busy sewing the 

knitted and crocheted squares 

together to make blankets to be 

donated to the May Place hostel in 

Basingstoke in February. 

 

You are very welcome to join 

Chineham WI.  Please come along to 

any of our regular monthly meetings at 

Christ Church, Reading Road, 

Chineham at 7:30 pm, where you will 

be welcomed by a lively group of local 

ladies. We offer a varied program 

including intellectual topics, craft 

demonstrations and social events.   

 

Our upcoming meetings include: 

22 February: May Place Hostel 

21 March: Ikebana– Japanese floristry 

25 April: Games Night - Uno Challenge  

 

See you there! 

 

Pam Malcolm 

Chineham WI 

 

 

Can you help the Chat? 

I have taken over from Tony Christmas 

as the f i rst - level  d istr ibut ion 

coordinator of the Chineham Chat.  

 

I am hoping to build a bank of relief 

distributors, willing to step in occasionally 

if any of our regular distributors are ill or 

on holiday. If you volunteer to be on the 

list, you might be contacted to see if you 

are available at the end of a particular 

month to deliver a bag of Chineham 

Chats to a specific road in Chineham. This 

would generally take you between 15 and 

45 min, depending on the number of 

houses and how fast you walk. Do you 

live in or near Reading Road, Lanes End 

or Merrydown Lane? These houses need 

to be split between several distributors 

and we are looking for volunteers. 

 

We urgently need someone living in or 

near Lanes End to take over regular 

delivery of 30 Chats to those houses. 

 

My telephone number is 817893 and 

m y  e m a i l  a d d r e s s  i s 

distribution@chinehamchat.com.  I 

look forward to hearing from you! 

 

Laura Romney 

 

Ring Found 
A ring has been found in the Petty’s 

Brook children’s park. Made of a 

silver metal, the ring is ornate but 

does not appear to be valuable—

however, someone may be missing 

it for sentimental reasons.  

 

If you think it may be yours, please 

c o n t a c t  t h e  f i n d e r  o n 

kempez815@hotmail.com. 
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Greening Campaign 
Plans are already underway for this 

year's Basingstoke Greening Week in 

S e p t e m b e r .  Y o u  m a y 

remember that Chineham was 

actively involved in a number 

of activities last year which 

took place at Christ Church. 

How do we want to be 

represented this time round? 

Greening Chineham does not 

only take place once a year; 

we know that many clubs, 

organisations and groups 

already do their bit all year round 

raising awareness of the need to think 

about our impact on the environment - 

Scouts going litter picking, schools 

having a green Joanna for composting, 

cycling groups, shops collecting items 

for recycling, the conservation group 

etc. etc. The question is, shall we bring 

all this together for one celebratory 

week and, if so, how? What would you 

like to see in Chineham this time 

round?  

 

For various reasons the Greening 

Chineham group is almost non-existent 

at the moment so why do we not build 

on what is already happening so that 

Chineham can 'stand up to be counted'. 

If you have any suggestions or would 

like to be involved, please contact me 

at jwilde2014@icloud.com or visit our 

website www.greeningchineham.org.uk.  

We would welcome any input from the 

community. 

 

Jean Wilde 

 

 

Did you know? On average, each person 

in the UK throws away their own body 

weight in rubbish every seven weeks. 

Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 
Chairman John Lambeth 

welcomed 53 members to the 

January meeting of 2016 and 

reminded everyone that the 

AGM is on 2nd March. 

Nominations for officers and 

committee members should 

be submitted by 31st January. 

After Christine Broadbent had 

given her welfare report Tony 

Brazier, the Secretary, gave 

details of the forthcoming trips 

to Winchester and the Ghurkha 

Museum on Thursday 18th February 

and Cadbury World on Thursday 17th 

March. The speaker was Ian McEvoy 

who gave a photographic account of 

his visit to Antarctica with a research 

expedition, with many photographs of 

birds, penguins, seals and whales, but 

plant life was restricted to those that 

grew low and could survive in the 

really cold climate. 

 

The next meeting will be on 3rd 

February when the speaker will be 

Mervyn Annetts from Mervyn’s 

Coaches. The group meets on the first 

Wednesday of each month at 

Brookvale Village Hall from 10 am – 

12 noon and all retired Civil Servants 

and their partners are welcome. The 

programme of speakers and trips for 

this year is now available and can be 

obtained from the Secretary Tony 

Brazier on 01256 418770 or at 

bjmapbr@ntlworld.com. 

 

David Cowling 

 

Did you know? The average UK family 

throws away 6 trees worth of paper in 

their household bin a year. 
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News from the Beat 

I am pleased to say that very little crime has 

occurred over the festive period in the 

Chineham area. However, in the last few 

weeks there have been a number of 

burglaries elsewhere in the town in which 

the offenders have broken into homes, 

located car keys, and then stolen high-value 

vehicles parked on the driveways. Although 

none have occurred in the parish at the 

time of writing, there is great potential for 

thiese to happen. As we know, Chineham is 

a wealthy area, and high-value cars are 

there on show parked on drives and 

outside homes across the beat. 

 

The thieves will either ‘fish’ keys out of 

homes via the letterbox with some sort 

of implement, or will break-in and 

specifically hunt for the keys to the 

cars they want, the intention normally 

being to ship them abroad. Some of 

the cars stolen from Chineham in the 

past have been located in shipping 

containers bound for African 

countries. 

 

There is very little you can do to stop 

criminals identifying that you have an 

expensive car, but there is plenty you can 

do to protect it: 

—Park it inside your garage. It will be 40 

times less likely to be targeted. 

—Block potential target vehicles in with 

other family cars. 

—Fit a tracking device. 

—Keep car keys secure; out of sight, away 

from doors and windows, and in a place 

where keys are not typically kept. Burglars 

know all the usual hiding places. At night, 

take them upstairs to bed with other 

valuables. 

- Double-lock UPVC front doors (push 

handle up, lock and then remove the 

key). 

- Don’t leave your house unattended 

and insecure, even for a minute. 

- Install a burglar alarm. When it goes 

off, the burglars will run. 

- Protect your keys when out and about 

as well. Don’t give them the 

opportunity to take them from 

yourself. 

 

My beat expanded in April to cover 

Lychpit as well. At the time of writing, 

Lychpit has suffered a spate of thefts 

from vehicles, some of which were 

broken into, but others were left 

insecure allowing the thieves to help 

themselves to the belongings inside 

with ease. This type of crime is easy to 

prevent. Firstly, lock your cars! This 

sounds obvious but so many people 

forget to or don’t even bother. Electric 

key fobs have also played their part. 

The fact that we don’t have to put a 

key in a lock any more means that a 

distraction can cause us to forget or 

perhaps not press the button properly. 

When you leave your car, make a 

conscious effort to press the button 

and check by pulling the door handle. 

Secondly, don’t leave valuables inside. 

They will steal them, no matter how 

well you think you have hidden them. 

If there are no valuables inside, they 

can’t steal anything. Please don’t give 

these criminals the opportunities they 

are looking for. 

 

Anti-social Behaviour Update: We have 

received a number of reports about 

the bus stop by Christ Church on 

Reading Road with youths using it for 

a place to hang out and smoke. They 

are being noisy and disturbing 

residents as well as leaving a mess. 

Please can we ask that you report any 

incidents like this to the police, and if 



 

 

it is your children, please discourage 

them from doing so. 

 

Thankfully, antisocial behaviour in the 

Chineham area is very low. If you 

would like to keep updated with what 

crime is happening within your 

neighbourhood then please visit 

Hampshire Alerts. Hampshire Alerts is 

a police initiative that you can sign up 

to for free and receive emails or text 

messages with information about 

crime incidents that have happened. 

You can also sign-up to the surveys 

that will decide the local community 

priorities. If you would like to read 

more about what Hampshire Alerts is 

then please visit the Hampshire 

Constabulary Website. 

 

PC Jim Charlton 21015 and PCSO 

Nicole Wheatley 15936 

 

Beat surgery – 1st Wed. of the month 

at Costa Coffee in the Chineham 

Centre at 16:30-17:30 

Tel: 101 (or request to leave a 

message using our collar numbers). 
james.charlton@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 

nicole.wheatley@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 

 

Neighbourhood Watch is 

evolving! 
Hampshire and Is le of  Wight 

Neighbourhood Watch Association 

(HINWA) is striving to improve its 

effectiveness as an organisation that 

genuinely supports the Police and 

local Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) 

groups. The main aim of NHW is to 

reduce crime through raising 

awareness and improving local 

community cohesion. The nature of 

crime in the 21st Century is changing, 

with a massive increase in cyber crime 

and domestic abuse. The Police 

cannot effectively tackle all the 

challenges they face without help from 

the general public and they strongly 

endorse NHW. Communication is the 

key to success in this partnership and 

sharing information between the 

Police and local residents is one of the 

main benefits of joining a local NHW 

group. Chineham and Sherfield Park 

NHW is already strong, with about half 

the roads in our area in a scheme. We 

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e 

unrepresented roads to set up 

schemes and this month we are 

targeting Belvedere Gardens, Fox’s 

Furlong, Woodlands, Summerfields 

and Petersfield Close. 

 

Interested residents are invited to our 

next informal meeting in the Village 

Hall Committee Room on Wednesday 

10th February at 8pm, when PC Jim 

Charlton and PCSO Nicole Wheatley 

will be available to help us to answer 

any questions and to offer help, 

without putting anyone under pressure 

to start a scheme! 

 

Laura Romney 

 

Basing Singers 
Thank you to all who came to our Winter 

Concert at Old Basing Village Hall and along 

with The Barfield Bellringers. It was a very 

enjoyable evening, all proceeds going to 

The Pink Place (a breast cancer charity). 

 

Our next engagement is at The Anvil on 

Saturday 6th February when along with The 

Basingstoke Festival of Choirs we will be 

performing Verdi's Requiem - hope to see 

you there. 

 

Sue Wilson 
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Chineham Parish Council 
 

Tree consultation: Over the coming months 

BDBC will be removing and coppicing some 

council-owned trees in Chineham. The trees 

are being removed because they are either 

in poor condition or they have grown to such 

an extent that they are now touching or 

overshadowing nearby properties. This is 

part of a borough-wide strategy to remove 

trees that are considered to be a nuisance 

to residents and to ensure that they are 

meeting their duty of care as a landowner. If 

you live in the area and would like more 

i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u  c a n  e m a i l 

communityservices@basingstoke.gov.uk or 

telephone 01256 844844.  

 

There will be a public briefing session on 

Tuesday 9th February 2016 at 6.30pm in 

the Community Room at the Chineham 

Village Hall to give residents an opportunity 

to look at the map of the proposed works. A 

Tree Officer from Basingstoke & Deane 

Borough Council will be attending to answer 

any questions and take feedback.  The map 

is also available to view on the Parish 

Council website and the five Parish Council 

noticeboards.  If you are unable to attend, 

you can provide your comments in writing 

by 15th February using the email address 

above or by writing to The Natural 

Environment Team, Basingstoke and 

Deane Borough Council, Freepost RTGG 

URTL BZLK, Basingstoke, RG21 4AH. 

 

Grit Bins: There are a number of blue or 

yellow bins filled with salt and/or grit for 

use in Chineham on public roads and 

pavements. They are not provided for 

private use. Residents can report that a 

bin needs refilling via www.hants.gov.uk. 

Alternatively, please contact the Parish 

Council with the location details and we 

will report it. 

Precept: At the January meeting of the 

Parish Council it was agreed that a 

precept of £37,000 be requested from 

BDBC for 2016/17. It was also noted 

that the Parish Council would receive a 

grant for the Council Tax Support 

Scheme of £1529. The precept 

request equates to a contribution of 

approximately £11.83 per annum for a 

typical Band D property and this is 

slightly lower than the contribution for 

2015/16. 

   

Commuters Charter for Basingstoke Rail 

Passengers: The Government has launched 

a public consultation to shape plans for 

future rail improvements.  Basingstoke MP 

Maria Miller would be interested to hear 

from local residents who use the trains 

about what improvements they would like 

to see from the next operator and would 

also like to encourage local residents to 

respond to the consultation which closes on 

9 February 2016.  Further information is 

available at www.gov.uk/government/

consultations/south-western-rail-franchise. 

 

The next Chineham Parish Council meeting 

is to be held on 8 February 2016. It starts at 

7.45pm in the Community Rooms at the 

Chineham Village Hall (the public session 

will start at 7.50 pm). 

 

The Parish Council is here to help the 

residents of Chineham, so if there is a 

Chineham issue you are concerned 

about, please feel free to contact the 

Clerk, Sally Jackson on 01256 474500 

or email clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 

Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 

0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
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Linguatastic - a month of 

celebrations 
February is a busy month of celebrations.  

The Catholic holiday of Candlemas is on 

2nd. In France, this is called la Chandeleur 

and is a day when lots of crêpes are eaten. 

On the 8th it’s Chinese New Year. This year 

is that of the monkey, with people born in 

this year said to be lively, flexible, witty and 

versatile, with strong practical ability, loving 

activity and sports. Around the same time, 

Spain, Germany, Switzerland (and many 

other countries) celebrate carnival, to mark 

the start of Lent. Towns are filled with 

crowds, there are parades and parties and 

generally a lot of fun is had.   

 

At the end of the month, we experience the 

effect of a leap year, as February has 29 

days instead of 28. Did you know that the 

practice of women proposing in a leap year 

is different around the world? In Denmark, 

the “special day” is 24th February. A Danish 

man who refuses to marry must give the 

woman 12 pairs of gloves, the idea being 

that she can wear them to hide the 

embarrassment of not having an 

engagement ring! In Finland, it is not gloves 

but fabric for a skirt, and in Greece marriage 

in a leap year is considered unlucky. 

 

Other calendars apart from the Gregorian 

require leap years. The Hebrew calendar 

adds their leap year month, Adar Alef, 

seven times every 19 years. The Hindu 

calendar adds their extra month, Adhika, 

every two to three years to compensate 

for the 10-11 days that their calendar is 

out of sync with the actual solar year. The 

Chinese leap year month does not have a 

name and is taken at different times in 

accordance with the winter solstice. 

 

e-mail: info@linguatastic.com 

Tel: 01256 471474 

Probus Club 
A laugh a minute was the conclusion of the 

Basingstoke Probus Club, the social 

organisation for retired professionals and 

business managers, after the talk by Mel 

Rees about his growing up, marriage, family 

and typical problems he encountered 

through his life. Born in 1947 he spent 

most of his youth train spotting at Clapham 

Junction which, while equipping him to 

instantly identify a Castle Class locomotive, 

frustrated his teenage attempts to get 

girlfriends. He confessed that chat up lines 

were frequently practised in front of a 

mirror. Clearly successful with one girl he 

initially considered to be out of his league, 

after two years of marriage they moved to 

Ash Vale where they continue to live. He is 

the father of three children and thankful 

that two have fledged the nest but would 

appreciate any suggestions for disposing of 

the third. 

 

Employment problems resulted in him 

working all hours as a copy advertisement/

photographer for a weekly car magazine 

while at the same time painting skips at a 

paper mill. It was at this time that he started 

to put together tales of the past and his 

serious and humorous thoughts of life. His 

first book was ready in 1989 but unable to 

find a publisher he self published. He has 

now written five books under the umbrella 

of his publishing company, the Trouser 

Press, using the pseudonym Anthony 

Mann. All have been sold through leading 

bookshops, and some have been selected 

as the book of the month in the national 

press. Naturally all titles were available to 

purchase after his talk. 

 

More information about the Probus Club can be 

seen on www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com or 

ring the secretary Paul Flint for an informal chat 

on 07770 886521. 
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County and Borough 

Councillor Elaine Still 
Back in June 2015  I wrote in the Chat regarding 

Funding Crisis for Breast Feeding Drop Ins 

around Hampshire. I was invited to visit the 

Breast Feeding Support Drop in Centre held at 

Christ Church in Chineham. I met with qualified 

breastfeeding counsellors and volunteers who 

offer advice and support to mothers who choose 

to breast feed their babies. I spoke with mothers 

and fathers who highlighted the importance of 

the drop in Centre to give them the  support they 

need  through what can sometimes be a difficult 

period of adjustment for them. More recently, two 

breast feeding councilors  met with the director of 

public health and the executive member at 

Hampshire County council. This was a very 

productive meeting and funding was secured 

until March 2016 whilst the service was being 

evaluated. 

 

Some of the service users then put in a request 

to HCC to make a deputation to the council on 

the importance of keeping this service going and 

its benefits. On Thursday 7 January 2016  around 

30 mums and their babies attended that 

meeting. They had one key speaker who spoke 

very eloquently  on the subject for 10 minutes. 

She received a standing ovation!   

 

Statistics show breastfeeding reduces the risk of 

children developing type 1 & 2 diabetes or of 

being obese, and of breastfeeding mothers 

getting breast and ovarian cancer. It reduces a 

baby’s chance of dying from sudden infant death 

syndrome. Breastfeeding quite literally saves lives 

and money in the hard pressed NHS budget. 

 

The next step is to wait for the outcome of the 

evaluation at the end of January. I really hope that 

the drop in centers continue across Hampshire 

and I will continue to do all I can to support this. 

 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 01256 880926 

Mobile: 07747862913 

Website elainestill.com 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
Colder weather has arrived in mid-

January so we must exercise caution 

on the roads and slippery pavements. 

We shall see whether the drop in 

temperatures will herald the arrival of 

wintery showers but HCC has ensured 

that the grit bins are filled for use on 

the roads and pavements only and not 

to be spread on private property. 

 

In anticipation of potentially disruptive 

wintery weather, I repeat my request 

for any Chineham resident who drives 

a 4x4 and is willing to assist 

t ransport ing those vulnerable 

neighbours who need our help. I have 

already had an offer from one resident 

with two vehicles apart from myself 

and we would appreciate more 

volunteers to join us. 

 

Elsewhere in the Chat you will find the 

details of the forthcoming extensive 

tree maintenance due to be carried 

out by Basingstoke and Deane 

Borough Council over the next few 

weeks. The consultation dates and 

times have been agreed with the 

Parish Council and an evening has 

been booked so that residents can 

drop in and see the details on a large 

map and talk to the BDBC Tree Officer, 

Ward Councillors and the Parish 

Council. 

 
 

Paul Miller 

Tel: 01256 467400 

Mobile: 07777 659022 

cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  

 



 

 

Borough Councillor  

Joyce Bowyer 
Happy New Year to you all. 

 

After a very wet and gloomy few weeks 

at last it seems to have stopped 

raining, like many of you my bulbs are  

sprouting up and my camellia is in 

flower though it will be months before 

the ground gets back to normal. 

 

The Cufaude Lane roadworks between 

Chineham and Bramley are progressing 

and at the Bramley end it  looks as though 

we might get access for cycles and 

pedestrians shortly . However, the top end 

by Hanmore Lane is taking a bit longer due 

to the wet weather and a large tree that 

came down in  the storms. Now that the 

Christmas holidays are over let’s hope it will 

not be long before it is open as the traffic on 

the A33 is causing problems to us all 

especially in the morning on the school run. 

 

I have been made a member of the 

governing body of Four Lanes Junior 

School and along with others attended 

a very well informed training day. I look 

forward to getting more involved with 

the School in the future. The school 

has a very active group who plan and 

support events but talking to other 

governors they would welcome people 

who are not connected to the School 

to come along and help  even if it’s 

only a few hours a week to listen to 

the children read. 

 

As always if I can help with anything 

please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 

Joyce Bowyer 

Mobile: 07919990908 

Cllr.joyce.bowyer@basingstoke.gov.uk 

 

Parlez-vous francais?  
If, like me, you speak French and love 

France and all things French - especially the 

wine and cheese! - then you might like to 

know about Rendez-Vous, an adult evening 

conversation class run by Linguatastic for 

advanced  French speakers. I've been going 

along for over a year now to practise my 

spoken French. I wanted to keep fluent and 

do something for me. Rendez-Vous has not 

disappointed.  

  

It's a relaxed and flexible class which 

meets in Chineham once a week (although 

you do not have to attend, or indeed pay 

for, all sessions). We have a friendly 

French tutor and an hour on Wednesday 

evening in a small group to chat, debate, 

joke and learn. We've also played games, 

read and discussed articles and even 

done some exercises (of the language type 

of course)! I've found it a nice and informal 

way to work on my French and useful to 

meet people who can share information 

on other ways to keep up my French 

outside of the group.  

  

There is a also new online forum which 

you can use regardless of whether you 

belong to Rendez-Vous. You can practise 

your French any time, ask questions, read 

shared links and find things that may 

interest you as a French speaker, e.g. 

books, films, events. You can find it at 

http://rendez-vous.boards.net. You can 

look before you join and it’s free and very 

easy.  

  

If you are still unsure, why not give it a go? 

There's every chance that, like me, you'll 

open yourself up to a French-speaking 

world on your doorstep!  Contact 

info@linguatastic.com for more details.  

 

Caroline White 
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Minister’s Message 

A very good friend of mine is renowned for a 

very concise expression! It is: 'Each One 

Has!' It may be short but it has incredibly far-

reaching implications. It is referring to the 

variety of gifts and talents which individuals 

are given. But this very small section of a 

sentence is referring to the fact that as each 

person uses their gift for the benefit of 

others, we can have a rich, diverse and 

successful community. This 'giving away' of 

our personal gifts also results in a sense of 

well being and fulfilment as we begin to see 

the benefit for others.  

 

The original quote comes from a biblical 

letter written by a very wise leader, Paul, 

who was developing the theme of the 

multi-faceted nature of a church. It is 

clear that this is not referring to a building 

but to the gathering together of a group of 

people who are wanting to love God and 

to make a contribution to strengthen the 

lives of their fellow members, neighbours, 

friends and family.  

 

We often concentrate on the giftedness 

of musicians, celebrities and public 

figures, many of whom bring enjoyment 

and genuine entertainment. But some of 

the gifts which are rarely mentioned 

include hospitality, administration, 

encouragement, giving to those in need 

and even leadership! And these, despite 

being so valuable, can be overlooked or 

viewed as less important. Each person's 

contribution is important and when 

added to others in the community, brings 

that indefinable atmosphere that makes 

people feel at ease within a group of 

people who are relating and contributing 

successfully together. 

 

I'll never forget an incident which 

occurred on one of my trips to a poor 

area in Africa. An educated young man 

asked if my husband and I would like to 

come to his home for refreshments, 

which we gratefully accepted. He lived in 

a hut about the size of one of our small 

sheds. It was spotless and very tidy. The 

walls were carefully pasted with 

newspaper, the clay floor was thoroughly 

swept and the kettle was boiling on a 

single freestanding gas ring. I have never 

forgotten that visit! The hospitality 

extended by this gracious young man 

was exemplary. He treated us with great 

kindness and consideration and did all 

he could to make us feel welcome. 

Despite hardship, his gift of hospitality 

remains firmly as an example in my 

memory. In his 'poverty', his warmth and 

the expression of his gift of hospitality 

made him 'rich' and left us feeling very 

humbled. 

 

So let's celebrate all the gifts we are 

given and encourage each other often, 

so that all contributions within our 

churches, groups and communities are 

given as much opportunity as possible 

to grow and flourish! 

 

Hazel Marchment, East Basingstoke 

Community Church 

 

Christ Church Activities 
Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am 

every Sunday – no charge, all 

welcome! Groups for children and 

young people of all ages meet at the 

10.30am service. The 9am service 

tends to be quieter and more 

reflective. During February we will 

continue reading John’s Gospel to look 

at different encounters people had 

with Jesus. Our sermons are recorded 

and are available with the sermon text 

at www.christchurchchineham.org.uk. 
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There will be a service of Holy 

Communion at 11am on Tuesday 23 

February and lunch will be available 

afterwards at 12noon.  

 

Prayer: Is there something you would 

like prayer for? Do let us know – 

contact details below.  If you would like 

to come and pray at the Church you 

would be most welcome. Our Prayer 

Room is open whenever the building is 

open – you are welcome to drop in to 

sit and pray in silence, or if you would 

like someone to pray with or for you we 

can arrange that. “Come and pray” 

with us – we have prayer meetings 

scheduled on a weekly basis 

throughout February on alternative 

Sunday and Monday evenings – do 

contact us if you would like details. 

Everyone is welcome to join us as we 

pray for our church, our community 

and our world.  You do not have to pray 

out loud and prayers are led.    
  

Coffee and Co: Our Monday morning 

café will continue to be open from 

9.30am to 11.30am with coffee, cake 

and activities for the children. The café 

is open to all, whether or not you are a 

member of the Church – you will find a 

warm welcome and plenty of people to 

chat with.   
  

Luncheon Club: Come along on 

Tuesday 23 February at 12noon for a 

tasty two course lunch and good 

company!  No need to book; lunch 

costs just £4 for adults and £2 for 

children.  All welcome. 
  

CCBBies: The group meets on 

Thursday mornings during term time 

from 10am to 11.15am when there is 

a range of activities for pre-school 

children as we learn about Jesus and 

the Bible together.  Parents/carers are 

required to stay with their children; 

there is no charge and refreshments 

are served.   
  

Messy Church: our next Messy Church 

will be on 8 February.  Families are 

invited to join us for lots of “messy” 

fun as we learn about the Bible in a 

creative way. Refreshments are served 

from 3.45 to 4.15pm, activities begin 

at 4.15pm, supper is served at 

5.15pm and it is time to go home at 

5.45pm.  There is no charge although 

donations towards the cost of the food 

are gratefully received!  If you have any 

special dietary needs we would 

appreciate knowing in advance.  
  

Kids’ Club: Our next Kids’ Club will be 

on Saturday 6 February when children 

at primary school are invited to join us 

for lots of fun and games in the Wesley 

Hall from 5-6.30pm. The cost is £1 per 

person; do bring some extra cash for a 

hot snack and tuck and bring a friend 

too! Wii, PlayStation, table tennis, pool 

and more! The Club is supervised by 

volunteers from the church who are all 

DBS checked. 
  

C3Y: This is the new name for our 

“new look” Youth Club which is open to 

young people from year 6 upwards on 

Friday evenings during term time from 

8-9.30pm in the Wesley Hall. The 

entrance fee is just £1 (bring some 

extra cash for tuck) and there is a 

range of weekly activities including a 

special activity each month. 

  

4Men: On Saturday 13 February we 

will be welcoming Linvoy Primus to talk 

to us; a Christian and former footballer 

with Portsmouth FC, Linvoy has also 

played for Reading and Charlton, and 
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has worked under Harry Redknapp, 

Velimir Zajec and Alain Perrin.  The 

evening includes a Fish and Chip 

Supper; tickets cost £10 per person 

and must be booked in advance.  If 

you would like details of our events for 

men please take a look at our website 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk/

community/events-men and/or give us 

a call. 

 

Art workshop: we have an art 

workshop arranged for 20 February 

when Jenny Hawke, an experienced 

artist, author and illustrator, will help 

beginners and those already 

experienced in painting to explore the 

art of watercolour. Jenny is the 

daughter of the artist and author Eddie 

Askew. Why not set aside a February 

afternoon to bring some colour into 

your life and think about physical and 

spiritual dimensions of sheltering from 

life’s storms? Materials will be 

provided at a cost of £15-20 per 

person. To book your place please 

contact the church office. The event is 

subject to numbers.  

 

Alpha: our course started at the end of 

January but it’s not too late to join in! 

This is an opportunity to explore the 

Christian faith in a friendly and relaxed 

environment; each evening will begin 

with a meal at 7.30pm and will be 

followed by a talk and plenty of 

opportunity to ask questions.  There is 

no charge; do let us know if you are 

coming and if you have any special 

dietary needs. 

 

Charity collections: We continue to 

collect stamps (new and used), ink 

cartridges, postcards, spectacles, 

socks, tools, bedding, tins and packets 

of food, and tops from supermarket 

milk bottles for various charities.  We 

can find a home for most things so if 

you have anything you would like to 

pass on do contact us!   

 

Room hire: Rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or regular 

basis.  Contact us for details or look on 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk.   

Prices start at £8 per hour (Community 

Rate) which includes use of the 

kitchen/snack bar where tea, coffee, 

s u g a r  a n d  s q u a s h  a r e 

provided. Groups that regularly hire 

the church include Bridge, Tiny Talk, 

Hula Hooping and the Health Visitors 

for the baby clinic, along with a range 

of University of the Third Age groups 

including Painting, History and Bridge.  

A new group for pre-school children 

called Music with Mummy started in 

January on Tuesday mornings. 

  

Further information: if you would like 

to know anything about the life and 

activities of Christ Church please 

contact Ruth or Gill on 474280 or 

admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk 

or drop in to the office which is open 

from Monday to Friday from 9.30am to 

2.30pm. You can also find out 

information about Christ Church on  

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk , on 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/

christchurchchineham) and follow us 

on Twitter @ccChineham. 

 

Ruth Randall 

 

 

Did you know? approximately 3% of 

pet owners give Valentine’s Day gifts 

to their pets. Perhaps they are more 

appreciative? 
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Chineham Speedwatch 

 

December was a quiet month mainly 

due to the fact that it gets dark early 

which means that we couldn’t carry out 

the usual number of sessions, however, 

we were out and about and saw several 

people over the speed limit especially 

along Hanmore Road. May I remind 

people that it is only a 30 mph road, and 

anybody seen doing 50mph or more will 

automatically receive a visit from your 

friendly police officer. 

 

We often see some unusual things 

while we are out and December was 

no exception. While we were opposite 

the Indian restaurant we saw a car 

driving past with a pair of reindeer 

antlers attached to the rear windows 

of the car! I presume that they were 

the type which are held in place when 

the window is shut, a bit like the flags 

you see during major football matches. 

 

By the time you read this my appeal 

for volunteers will have gone out and I 

will have been inundated with helpers. 

However, if you haven’t decided then 

may I urge you to do so, if you can only 

spare a couple of hours every 2nd 

month then that is a help as it eases 

the burden on others, and with one of 

my team due to leave to join the police 

I will be a man down. There are a 

couple of forms to fill in but nothing 

burdensome and basically they are a 

formality. 

 

If you would like to join the Speedwatch 

Team then please contact the parish clerk 

at clerk@chineham.gov.uk. 

 

Bob Ricket  

Chineham Speedwatch coordinator 

NHWS 
The North Hampshire Wine Society is a 

friendly group of around 20 people who 

get together every month (except 

December) to taste around eight wines led 

by a member or guest presenter. In the 

last year we have enjoyed tastings of 

wines from the Loire Valley, New Italy, 

Chile v Argentina and many others. You 

don’t need to know anything about wine to 

come along, as the whole idea of the 

tastings is for us all to learn something and 

enjoy a social evening with bread, cheese, 

pate etc. Membership costs £10 for the 

year and each tasting is around £14 for 

members and £16 for non-members. 

 

You don't need to be a member, just turn 

up and you will be made most welcome. 

We have a broad range of ages so you 

won't feel out of place; although you must 

be over 18! Our February meeting is 

Wednesday 24th, aimed at new members 

this will be an informal ‘in-house’ 

presentation that will investigate the 

relationship between price and quality. On 

that evening only we will be reducing the 

price by 50% for non-members so it will 

only cost you £8 to taste eight wines. A 

bargain evening! 

 

We gather at 7.45pm on the fourth 

Wednesday of the month for a drink or palate 

cleanser in the Chapter Room, St. Michaels 

Church Cottage, Church Square, Basingstoke, 

RG21 7QW. This is located behind St. Michaels 

Church, Church Street, and has ample parking. 

The evening ends around 10.15pm. If you 

would like any further information then please 

contact Derek Avery on 07775 508748, email 

derekjavery@btopenworld.com or visit north-

hampshire-wine-society.org.uk We look forward 

to meeting you. 

 

Derek Avery 
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Garden Waste Service 
Green-fingered borough residents are 

now able to sign up for Basingstoke and 

Deane Borough Council’s Garden Waste 

Service for 2016. The service starts from 

mid-February and continues until mid-

December. Residents will be given a 

weekday collection day, dependant on 

which area of the borough they live, along 

with two sacks to collect all their grass, 

trimmings, leaves, twigs, prunings and 

weeds when they sign up.  

 

The service will continue to be charged by 

the number of collections left when 

residents join, meaning that any residents 

who sign up once the service has already 

started will only be charged for how many 

collections they will receive. Everything 

collected in the large hard-wearing green 

garden waste bags is composted locally 

to produce bags of Pro-Grow, high quality 

organic soil conditioner to help gardens 

grow. Last year nearly 9,000 households 

in the borough joined the scheme, 

sending an impressive 2100 tonnes of 

garden waste for composting.  

 

For more information, or to sign up, visit 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/gardenwaste or 

call the council on 01256 844844.  

 

Sophia Waite-King 

   

Basingstoke Gang Show 
The Gang Show will run from the 11th-

20th February. The cast of 64 

enthusiastic Scouts and Guides aged 

8 to 22 are not only an exhibition of 

great local talent but each and every 

one of them is an active member of 

scouts and guides; they are also a 

shining example of our local youth. 16 

members from this inspiring cast are 

from Chineham Scout and Guide 

groups. The 2016 show has something 

for everyone in the family, this 

bestselling amateur production will 

have you tapping your toes and 

jumping & jiving. Take a look at the 

Basingstoke Gang Show website 

www.basingstokegangshow.com. 

 

Adult Tickets are £18 and Children 

£12, concessions are available and a 

£1 booking fee applies to each ticket. 

Book Tickets by contacting Anvil Arts 

Box Office 01256 844244, email 

box.office@anvilarts.org.uk. 

 

Kirsty Sayers 

 

NWR 

In December the NWR (National Women's 

Register) shared a delicious Christmas 

lunch with gifts and games. Our January 

meeting was New Year Resolutions, 

whether it was worth making them and 

whether they can be kept for a whole 

year. We will find out at next January's 

meeting! 

 

On 1st February, 11.00am, we will hold 

our planning meeting (venue tba) when 

we will discuss our programme for the 

year so we hope for lots of ideas. We will 

also discuss having outings and events 

as well as discussions, lunches and book 

club each month. 

 

If you think you may be interested in 

coming along to one of our meetings with 

a view to joining our very friendly group 

please do contact Diane 01256 325554, 

email diane.hope@tiscali.co.uk, or Evelyn 

0 1 2 5 6  8 1 6 6 3 6 ,  e m a i l 

evelyncjjones@hotmail.co.uk. We will be 

pleased to give you more information. 

 

Evelyn Jones 
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Nature Notes 
Like most of the inhabitants of the 

country, I was laid low with a bug over 

Christmas, but it afforded me a chance 

to re-read the Nature Notes I had 

written since  beginning in 2010. No 

two years are the same, although at 

this time of the year, the catkins 

always show themselves to indicate 

that spring will not be too far away. 

 

Robert Dines notified me that a patch 

of daffodils had flowered on Bowman 

Road on 12th December. This beat the 

ones in my brother’s garden on the 

south coast, which did not bloom until 

the beginning of January. (In addition 

to those flowers, I spotted more 

appearing around Chineham, but not 

in my garden.) 

 

The birds have been active with blue 

tits, great tits and house sparrows 

rushing to the feeders so often, I 

wonder if nesting has begun early. I 

watched a blue tit collecting a peanut 

from the feeder, flying to the nearby 

overhanging branch, eating it and then 

repeating the process approximately a 

dozen times before flying away. I was 

pleased to see a pair of goldfinches 

appearing for food, so perhaps they 

will nest in the hedge. There was a 

blackcap on several occasions, so I am 

hoping there will be a mate. I wonder if 

it was the one born last year? The bird 

count takes place at the end of the 

month so, I will put out lots of varied 

seeds and suet balls before then, in 

order to discover at what time to 

conduct my count.  (Hopefully.) 

 

I wandered round to Tollhouse 

Meadow to inspect the brook and as 

expected it had overflowed correctly 

into the floodplain. I walked down the 

path until I encountered the water, 

and, as I retraced my steps, I glanced 

up and saw there were quite a few 

shrivelled haws on the bushes. This 

illustrated that the winter had, so far, 

been mild. The berries on my Firethorn 

are still glowing, but, I have never seen 

them eaten. Is it because they are not 

the normal red ones? 

 

There were three periwinkle clumps 

covered in pale pink flowers in my road. 

I had not seen them before, but, unlike 

others that grow straggly, these may 

have well pruned. It’s always surprising 

what is growing in a small area. Please 

let me know what you find.        

 

Ginny Wright 

ginny.wright2@btinternet.com 

01256 479562  

 

Marie Curie Daffodil Day 

Marie Curie Care provides nursing for 

seriously ill people in their home and in 

some cases in hospices. Unfortunately 

they are unable to provide nurses in 

the Basingstoke area but they do have 

nurses in other parts of Hampshire.  

They also use the money to pay for 

research into palliative care which is 

shared with other organizations. 

 

The major fundraising event of the 

year is the Daffodil Day.  Last year at 

Chineham Shopping Centre an 

amazing £900.03 was raised. This 

year it is the 27 February at Chineham 

Shopping Centre and 5 March in 

Festival Place. If you can spare an hour 

or more please call Sally or Wendy on 

0 2 3 8 0  2 6 3 1 2 3  o r  g o  t o 

mariecurie.org.uk to register for a 

collection near you.   



 

 

Four Lanes Community 

Junior School 
Year 3 are excited and eager to learn after 

their Christmas holidays! They’re learning 

all about the Celts and will be studying the 

Romans next term. In their topic launch 

they had to guess what a range of Celtic 

artefacts were used for and there were lots 

of surprises. They will be going to Butser 

Farm to sample Celtic life first hand. So be 

prepared for lots more Celtic knowledge!  

 

Year 4 have started the New Year with 

lots of exciting activities! Everyone is fresh 

and prepared for a new term. Recently, 

the children in year 4 had a Topic Launch 

day. The children took part in a treasure 

hunt around the school, matching places 

to their countries from around the UK, 

relating to their new Geography topic. 

From all the smiles, everyone seemed to 

be enjoying it. In Maths, the children are 

learning their times tables along with 

great new multiplication methods. Also, 

their enthusiasm for their English lessons 

is clear. Mr Reeves explained that the 

children are studying stories with 

imaginary settings. To help the children’s 

writing become fabulous (well, even more 

fabulous than it already is) the teachers 

have enabled the children to see, hear, 

smell, feel and taste what they will be 

describing. Finally, let’s welcome Mrs Mill, 

a new member of the Year 4 team. 

 

Year 5 had an exciting Autumn term, 

visiting the Ashmolean Museum where 

they handled many artefacts relating to 

the Ancient Greeks. The children are 

eager to dive into their new topic; rivers. 

On topic launch day, they made models 

of a river and in Art they’ve been creating 

paper marbles to follow onto a 

watercolour project. Science carries on 

the water theme with friction, in which 

they are experimenting with paper 

lifeboats, eventually ending with water 

and air resistance. After an exciting week 

learning to ride bikes last term, the 

children will be taking swimming lessons 

at the nearby Leisure Park’s Aquadrome. 

“It’s a very exciting approach” stated Mrs 

Ibbotson, of 5I, “We’re trying to do 

everything very physically. We’re amazed 

at the student’s reactions!”  

 

Year 6 are really excited to find out more 

about the rainforest. They have been 

exploring foods from the rainforest, 

where the forests are and the animals 

that live in the forests. The children have 

been finding out and using learning 

powers like co-operation, enjoyment and 

resilience to improve learning. They are 

even more excited about the science trip 

to Queen Mary`s College, where they are 

going to learn about Evolution.  

 

Maisie Gilbert, Atinuke Adelakun, 

Amina Mannan, Sophie Morris   

 

Basingstoke Symphony 

Orchestra 

Favourite Classics Concert: The Anvil, 

Sunday 20th March, 7.30pm. The 

Orchestra performs 3 favourite classics:  

Sibelius’ rousing tone poem “Finlandia”, 

Chopin’s Piano Concerto No 1 and Brahms’ 

monumental Fourth Symphony.  We are 

delighted to be joined for the first time by 

Japanese-Russian pianist Yoshio Hamano, 

prize winner of several major international 

piano competitions. 

 

Come and enjoy an evening of 

entertaining music played by your local 

orchestra. Discounts available for early 

bookings, please see www.bso.org.uk for 

details. Tickets available from £12 at 

www.anvilarts.org.uk. 
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Four Lanes Community 

Centre 
Understanding your child: This 4 week 

course aims to explore a range of 

behaviours in children which are 

related to stages of development and 

to help develop skills to deal with 

outbursts in a positive way. 

Starts: Friday 26 February to 18 March 

2016. Cost:  Free of charge 

 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: For 

mums/dads, babies and pre-school 

children. Life with young children  can 

be exciting, exhausting, rewarding, 

challenging, joyful and daunting. Come 

and join us and have fun. There will be 

a range of activities including indoor 

and outdoor toys, arts and crafts, 

stories and rhymes, drinks and 

biscuits, all based in a safe and 

welcoming environment. 

Starts: Wednesdays - 9.30am to 

11.00am on going. Please contact us 

to register your interest. Cost: £12.00 

for 6 weeks or £2.50 per week on a 

drop-in basis. 

 

ZUMBA: Zumba is a popular fitness 

programme inspired by Latin dance.  

It’s the best way to lose weight while 

enjoying high energy and motivating 

dance moves alongside fantastic 

dance music.  

Mondays 7.30pm to 8.30pm and             

Tuesdays 7.00pm to 8.00pm. Cost  

£6.00 pay as you go. Contact Rina 

Mistry 07971 553658. 

 

Hatha Yoga: No previous experience 

required, suitable for all levels. Yoga’s 

combined focus on mindfulness, 

breathing and physical movements 

br ings  health  benef i ts .  Yoga 

participants have reported better 

sleep, increased energy levels and 

overall better general health. Payable 

in blocks of 6 weeks cost £30.00 or 

drops in at £6.00 per class. For further 

information and to book the course 

please contact Kati on 07450 226719 

or pumpkinyoga@gmail.com. 

 

L inguatast ic :  Languages  wi th 

Linguatastic include French and 

Spanish before school clubs; Italian, 

Spanish and French for Adults; and 

French for Secondary School pupils. 

For further information please email 

info@linguatastic.com or phone 

811100. 

  

Telephone us on 810499 or look at 

www.fourlanescentre.com. 
 

Virginia Wyatt 

 

Basingstoke Discovery 

Centre 
To book a place, order online from 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/

home.php or visit Basingstoke 

Discovery Centre in Festival Place, or 

call 01256 478670. Advance booking 

is strongly recommended. 

 

February events : 

Harry Potter Book Day (National 

Library Day): Saturday 6, 10am. Free 

of charge. Inviting all witches and 

wizards!! Join us in the Discovery 

Centre for Harry Potter Book Day! 

Exciting events include testing  your 

knowledge of the Harry Potter world in 

our Hogwarts house quiz, making your 

own flying mythical creature and 

helping Dobby find his friends’ socks. 

Also celebrate all things magical with a 

screening of the second Harry Potter 

film. 

39 



 

 

Children’s Crafts: Saturday 6th, 10am, 

ages 3+. Free of charge. 

 

Board Games for Grown-Ups: Saturday 

6, 2pm – 4pm for ages 14+. Free of 

charge. Develop your skills of 

cooperation and strategy in this 

friendly group. Meet in the Coffee 

Shop area. Some games provided or 

bring your own. 

 

The Martians are Coming!: Thursday 

11, 2pm. Cost: £3. Orson Welles’s 

Mercury Theatre on the Air production 

of H. G. Wells’s The War of the Worlds 

has become one of the most talked-

about broadcasts in history. The 

Martians Are Coming sets the historic 

broadcast in the context of how 

Americans were thinking and feeling 

on the night their world almost – but 

not quite – came to an end. 

 

Discover Board Games: Saturday 13 and 

27, 10am-1pm, ages 3+. Free of charge.  

 

Charlie’s Storytelling Parties: Monday 15, 

10 and 11.15am, ages 2+. Cost £3 

(adults free). Join children’s entertainer 

and actress Charlie Sanderson for a 45 

minutes storytelling party including singing, 

a giant parachute, bubbles and more. 

 

Young Embroiderers Club: Saturday 

13, 1.30-4.15pm, ages 5-16. Cost £5. 

Learn new skills and meet new friends. 

 

Family History Drop-in Surgery: Tues 

16, 10am-12pm, free of charge. These 

monthly drop-ins, with Hampshire 

Genealogical Society, will help try to 

solve any genealogical dilemmas. 

Simply arrive with your questions and 

any relevant paperwork. There will be 

free access to websites Ancestry and 

Find My Past. 

Be Confident and Safe around Dogs 

(children’s workshop): Tuesday 16, 

2pm, ages 5-11. Cost £1 (adults free).  

There will be lots of fun interactive 

activities, arts & crafts, story telling 

and an opportunity to meet a special 

visitor too! 

 

CSI Kids: Wednesday 17, 11am-3pm, ages 

7+. Cost £10 (adults free). Investigate a 

crime scene at Basingstoke Discovery 

Centre. Under CID staff guidance children 

work their way through clues using the 

same forensic techniques as real detectives 

to solve the crime, including dusting for 

fingerprints. All children receive a CSI kit to 

take home for further crime detection work! 

 

Thomas the Tank Engine Day: Friday 

19, 10am, ages 3+. Free of charge. 

Craft, LEt’sGO Construction, colouring 

and more. 

 

Crime Fiction Reading Group:  Saturday 20, 

2pm, free of charge. Meet others who share 

your enjoyment of this genre. 

 

Wessex Film Archive: Tuesday 23, 

2pm. Cost £3. Time travel around 

Basingstoke and Hampshire with Jan 

Smith from the Wessex Film Archive. 

See and hear history from late 

Victorian times to the present day and 

experience important events through 

the eyes of first hand witnesses. 

 

Get to Know Your iPads: Saturday 27 

and March 5th, 10am – 1pm. £20 for 

a 2-week course. Find your way around 

an iPad and learn how to get the most 

out of its applications. Suitable for 

those who have some experience or 

took the previous course. iPads 

available to use, or bring your own. 

 

Phil Jarvis 
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Dogwalking Problems 

- a reply 
 

In response to Gareth Row’s lengthy 

letter in the January Issue of the 

Chineham Chat I would like to make 

the following comments. 

 

I believe that I am the “irresponsible and 

unhelpful” man referred to in his letter. I 

am puzzled though as the person I had 

the encounter with was a woman and 

not a “Gareth”. I did say that it was not 

my dog, which was true, as I was kindly 

taking it out on behalf of a neighbour 

and the screaming and shouting of the 

woman dog walker was quite frightening 

to me – I am in my mid-70s. 

 

I disagree that I was talked to politely. It 

was more a repeated shouting that I was 

irresponsible and should not be allowed 

to “own” a dog.  In response to her 

concerns that her dog had issues with 

other dogs I did point out that maybe 

she should not take her dog for a walk in 

a wooded area where it is known that 

dogs are allowed to run free and give 

them healthy exercise. I do take this dog 

out regularly and have never had any 

problems before or indeed since. I am 

wondering if the letter was written to 

resolve any guilt in taking her dog out 

when it clearly is frightened and in 

distress of other dogs. My neighbour’s 

dog came back to me immediately it was 

called and I put it back on its lead.  

 

Finally it seems that Gareth Row has 

made a couple of recent complaints in 

the Chineham Chat about Chineham 

residents. It would be good if he could 

write something positive and encouraging 

in his letters.  
 

Charles H. 

Dog Poo Hazards 
Would the person who leaves their 

dog’s poo bags on the footpath and/or 

hanging in hedgerows between St 

Leonards Avenue and Lovegroves 

please refrain from doing so. Take it 

home or place in bins. Also, would the 

person who allows their dog to foul the 

same route please use a poo bag and 

take it home. 

 

C. Mills 

 

Miss Basingstoke 
Nicola Ascroft, from Popley, will be 

competing in the Miss Hampshire 

competition for the county's crown! The 

competition is on Saturday 12th March 

2016, at Alton House Hotel. There are 

numerous different categories Nicola and 

other contestants will be judged on: 

Charity, Talent, Social Media, PR, 

Popularity, Eco (creating a dress out of 

recycled materials), Interviews, 

Photogenic and lastly Brainy Beauty, a 

new round consisting of a questionnaire 

or general knowledge questions, as well 

as questions relating to Miss England.   

 

Nicola took part for the first time last year, and 

won Charity Queen and Talent Queen, placed 

first runner up Miss Hampshire, made it 

through to the semi-final of Miss England, and 

was titled Miss Basingstoke 2015!  

 

As well as the Miss Hampshire finals, Nicola 

has also made it through to two other national 

heats: Miss Popularity, and Miss Beauty With 

A Purpose. The winner of these two rounds will 

also win a place in the Miss England Grand 

Final. If you wish to follow Nicola's journey, you 

can find her on Facebook by searching for 

"Miss Basingstoke 2015".  

 

Nicola Ascroft 
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