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June 2017 
An on-going theme of letters and articles in the Chat is parking in our lovely area. 

This is something on my mind heavily of late, as I am frequently forced on to the 

road or verge by cars parked on pavements when I am ambling about with a 

pushchair. I usually mutter some dire imprecations at the absent drivers and leave 

it there. However, it seems I engage in perfect “doublethink” on the subject as I 

recently got blocked into my road by two cars parked on opposite sides with only a 

very narrow space in between. I squeezed through with use of parking cameras and 

muttered some unsavoury insults in their direction, contrarily wishing that they had 

popped up onto the pavement a little.  
 

My personal inconsistency aside, obviously some of the problem lies in the design of 

our roads, housing and parking provision, but short of rebuilding entirely what might 

the solution be? More cycling is one thing that springs to mind, especially with the 

warmer weather hopefully approaching, I for one am hoping that the forthcoming 

works on our local roundabouts might take our two-wheeled friends into consideration 

and ensure their safety and convenience is covered—not just the traffic.  
 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 

The annual membership renewal 

process was concluded at the end of 

May 2017. Any annual members who 

have not renewed will find that their 

membership cards will no longer work 

and they will need to join the club again 

in order to continue to enjoy its facilities. 

The club’s Annual General Meeting will 

be held on Wednesday 28th June, 

commencing at 7.30pm. All fully paid-up 

members are welcome to attend and 

the agenda will contain the following 

items:- 

-Review of 2016/2017, including 

financial performance; 

-Election of committee members; 

-Election of charities to support in 

2017/2018; 

-Key objectives for 2017/2018 
 

Entertainment events for June include:- 

Monday 5th: Bingo in the lounge bar at 

8.00pm 

Thursday 15th: Senior citizens’ bingo 

and lunch. 1.00pm in the lounge bar 
 

John Prince 
 

Chineham Village Hall 
With half term at the end of May, most 

regular children’s sessions will be taking 

a break and will return to the halls the 

following week. A timetable of events is 

available on the noticeboard outside the 

main halls, and on our website. 
 

Hopefully, we will now all be taking 

advantage of the warmer weather, and 

won’t experience a problem with vermin 

during the summer months in the Village 

Hall area. As we requested last year, if 

you are using the playground, field and 

patio, could we ask that all rubbish is 

placed in the bins provided and that you 

return all glasses and bottles from the 

Village Club back to the Club bar.  

People using the car park to eat 

takeaways in their vehicles, and leaving 

their rubbish strewn around, which also 

attracts vermin, should be aware that it 

is not a public car park but for the users 

of the Halls, Club and playground. When 

you leave the car park please ensure 

you take any rubbish with you, or place it 

in a rubbish bin. Your help is very much 

appreciated. 
 

If you are looking for a venue for a party 

or to hold a regular class, please contact 

our booking line on 07935 328172, 

s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o  u s  a t 

chinehamvillagehall@gmail.com  or 

complete an enquiry form and check out 

the FAQs on our website at 

www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk.  
 

Lynne Hughes 
 

Chineham Library 
Now that the children have enjoyed 

having half term, we are entering into 

the summer season. In the Library this 

is our busiest time of year with the 

children’s summer reading challenge 

taking place. This year the subject is 

‘Animal Agents’ and it will run from 

15th July to 16th September. Please 

encourage all the primary school age 

children you know to sign up, to earn a 

medal and certificate for reading six 

books during the holiday. To assist 

with this, we need to find volunteers 

who are willing to work with the 

children. To volunteer you need to be a 

minimum of 14 years old, and to be 

able to offer us a minimum of two 

hours per week, holidays excluded. If 

you would be at all interested in 

assisting with this, please do contact 

us to find out more. 
 

Our regular activities for children continue 

as usual, with the weekly rhymetimes for 
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pre-schoolers on Tuesday mornings. The 

sessions for under ones are at 10am, 

and the over ones at 11am. The popular 

craft sessions are scheduled for the 3rd 

June and the 1st July taking place 10am

-12pm. Storytimes for pre-schoolers 

take place on all other Saturdays, 

c o m m e n c i n g  a t  1 0 a m .  T h e 

Chatterbooks group for 7 to 11 year olds 

continues to meet monthly, with 

sessions on the 15th June and the 13th 

July, new members are always welcome. 

The Coding Club will meet weekly 

throughout this month. In April we put on 

two extra sessions for youngsters; the 

Easter activities and Star Wars activities, 

both of which were well supported. 
 

The Crime Reading group will meet on 

10th June from 10.30–11.30, and the 

CHIPPS group on the 14th June from 10

–11am. For details of meetings of the 

Colour and Create adult colouring group 

which meets fortnightly on Wednesday 

afternoons, please contact the library. 

Age Concern will be continuing to 

provide computer session for the over 

50s on Wednesday mornings between 

10am and 13pm. To book sessions 

please contact their office on 01256 

423874. We hope to see you in the 

library soon, whether to attend an 

activity, borrow a book or use a 

computer. Also please follow us on 

social media. 
 

Cathy Foster 
 

Chineham WI 
We were delighted to meet so many of 

you at our plant and cake stalls in 

Chineham Shopping Centre on 6th 

May! It was a chilly morning this year. 

Last year it was so warm we were in 

danger of the sun melting our cakes! 

We very much appreciate the 

generous support we receive for our 

events from the local community. 

Thank you for supporting our 

fundraising and making the day such a 

success. 
 

Members enjoyed an entertaining talk 

from Deborah Wheeler of Milestones 

Museum in April. It was very 

interesting to learn how the Museum 

has developed and how it brings 

history to life as visitors promenade its 

historic streets and shops. Deborah 

shared her experiences working at the 

museum, often dressed in period 

costume. The 1940s sweet shop, 

Edwardian pub and vintage penny 

arcade are favourites for visitors of all 

ages! A stroll around Milestones is a 

thoroughly enjoyable and educational 

adventure back in time. No TARDIS 

required! 
 

Chineham WI entered two teams for 

the Annual Quiz Competition this year. 

This is always a fun evening and this 

year was no exception, but the 

questions seem to be getting tougher! 

Chineham B Team came 11th and 

Chineham A Team were 5th out of 13 

teams entered. 
 

I am very pleased to report that our 

member numbers are growing, with 

new members joining at each meeting 

recently. If you are curious to see what 

you are missing, please accept my 

invitation to come along to our next 

meeting on Monday, 26th June at 

Christ Church, Reading Road, 

Chineham, beginning at 7:30 pm to 

check us out for free. We have Jenny 

Carter speaking on Fabrics, Threads 

and Inspiration. You are very welcome 

to bring a friend (or two!). We look 

forward to meeting you. 
 

Pam Malcolm 
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Advertising in the Chat 
When I first set up my window cleaning 

business I needed somewhere to 

advertise locally and the Chat seemed 

ideal. The advice from Tony Heeley 

was brilliant, he suggested a small ad 

to start to see how it went. It was a no 

pressure sale. I have gained many new 

clients and now have a bigger ad in 

the Chat.  
 

Chris Collins 

 

Basingstoke Symphony 

Orchestra 
Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra 

presents a Summer Serenade Concert at 

7:45pm Saturday 24th June, The Anvil, 

Basingstoke. Come and enjoy an evening 

of beautiful music. The programme 

features Tchaikovsky's ever popular 

Sleeping Beauty Suite, telling the story of 

Princess Aurora. This is accompanied by 

the Prince Igor Overture by Borodin, 

Bruch's Scottish Fantasy for violin and 

orchestra, Gluck's Dance of the Blessed 

Spirits, and Fantasia on a theme of 

Thomas Tallis by Vaughan-Williams. 
 

As a special treat for this summer 

concert, members of the wind section 

will be performing wind quintets in the 

foyer before the concert starts. 

Quintessentially Wind are in demand 

for a variety of functions from weddings 

to charity concerts. Why not arrive a 

little early and enjoy a glass of wine 

whilst listening to the quintet? 
 

Tickets from just £2 for under 16's 

accompanied by an adult. For more 

details please visit our website 

www.bso.org.uk and for tickets go to 

www.anvilarts.org.uk or call 844244.  
 

Sandra Ball 
 

NWR 
For our meeting this month we 

decided to do what we do best and 

talk about whatever subjects our 

members wanted to suggest. Not 

surprisingly, this proved to be a very 

lively, topical meeting which we will 

repeat on a regular basis. Following on 

from our earlier meeting looking at the 

life and times of Jane Austen, we will 

be combining our lunch this month 

with a visit to her home at Chawton.   
 

NWR is also going down in history with 

many members taking part in The 

Mass Observation Diary Day. Every 

year since 1937 Mass Observation 

called for people from all parts of the 

UK to record everything they did from 

when they woke to when they went to 

sleep on 12th May, which was the day 

of George Vl's Coronation. The 

resulting diaries provide a wonderful 

glimpse into the everyday lives of 

people across the UK and this year is 

the 80th anniversary of the project. 
 

We are a very social group and our 

meetings, which are very relaxed and 

lively, are usually held in the afternoon 

in each others' homes. We also have a 

Lunch club and a Reading group who 

meet monthly. There is a lot of 

information on the website: nwr.org.uk 

or to find out about our group, or to 

come along to any of our meetings (to 

check us out with no obligation to join) 

please contact Avril Keable, email: 

avrilkeable@hotmail.co.uk Tel: 01256 

322832 or Evelyn Jones, email: 

evelyncjjones@hotmail.co.uk Tel: 

01256 816636 
 

Diane Hope 
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Chineham Speedwatch 
Now that the clocks have gone forward 

we can resume our evening sessions, 

but despite the sunny conditions it is 

still a bit chilly out there! We 

sometimes get calls asking us to 

check certain venues, and one such 

call came from one of our parish 

councillors who asked us to monitor 

the traffic coming home from the 

business park, which we do. However 

as this request was for a different 

venue I was happy to take it under 

advisement and will include it in our 

June operations (I won’t say where as 

that will give the game away!). If 

anyone has a suggestion then do 

please get in touch, and you can do 

this via the parish clerk. 
 

So, there have been several repeat 

offenders this month including some 

that have been caught several times 

already this year. May I take this 

opportunity to remind drivers that the 

whole of Chineham is a 30mph zone, 

and that includes Hanmore Road, 

which despite its size and appearance 

is a 30 zone (it is a built-up area and 

therefore has a 30 limit). For those 

who don’t know what happens, 

vehicles travelling between 35 and 49 

get a letter for their first offence 

informing them of the error of their 

ways. For a second offence they get a 

more strongly worded letter, and for a 

third offence they get a visit from their 

friendly neighbourhood police officer 

(nobody wants to be told that they are 

breaking the law in front of their kids!). 

For those that are caught doing 50 or 

more they automatically get a home 

visit. Quite frankly doing 50 or more 

down Hanmore Road is simply 

madness especially when you consider 

that there is a school and 2 nurseries 

where there is the potential for kids to 

run out without looking. 
 

Saw the following quote on the 

Community Speedwatch Facebook 

page “Drivers are twice as likely to kill 

someone when travelling at 35mph 

than they are at 30mph”. I shall leave 

you with that thought in mind. If you 

would like to join the Speedwatch 

team then please contact the parish 

clerk at clerk@chineham.gov.uk. 

Follow us on Twitter @c_speedwatch.  
 

Bob Ricket  

Chineham Speedwatch coordinator 

 

Chat Area Distributors 

Urgently Needed  
We need to replace two of our area 

distributors. Area distributors are given 

2 boxes of the correct number of 

Chats at the end of each month, which 

they then bag up and distribute to 7 or 

8 road distributors. Area 3 Chats need 

taking to distributors in Binfields 

Close, Merrydown Lane, Southlands, 

Minden Close, Upper Stroud Close and 

Remembrance Gardens. Area 8 Chats 

need taking to distributors in 

Puttenham Road, Warbleton Road, 

Cuffelle Close, Cibbons Road, Nursery 

Close, Thumwood and Parkwood 

Close. Please get in touch if you would 

be willing to volunteer for this.  
 

Laura Romney 

distribution@chinehamchat.com 

01256 817893 

 

Did you know?: June is named after Juno, 
the Roman goddess of marriage and 
childbirth—many people believe that this is 
the most favourable month for marriage. 
Just like the month of May, no other month 
begins on the same day as June.  
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Nature Notes 

Summer seems to be arriving rapidly 

with all but a few ash trees in full leaf. 

The old saying quoted "If the ash before 

the oak, we shall have a good old soak, 

but if the oak before the ash, (as last 

year) there will only be a splash." It was 

pleasant  travelling along the A30 today 

with the fresh green interspersed with 

white blossom covering very old 

hawthorn trees. Hampshire has so 

many woods which being deciduous, 

alter with the seasons. Just across the 

border in Surrey the soil changes: the 

trees are mainly coniferous but the 

rhododendrons grow beautifully. 

Perhaps they mutter about cones as we 

do about falling leaves! 
 

The birds are busy now, with the feeding 

regime changing slightly as the chicks 

join in. There is now a toss-up between 

suet pellets and dried mealworms as 

top food. One morning, the robin arrived 

with a noisy offspring. One moment it 

was yelling its head off and then parent 

pushed a suet pellet into its open mouth 

and all was quiet. I stood there, 

astonished, expecting it to die, but, it 

flew off a while later. (The chick did not 

resemble the adult with the distinctive 

colouring but was a ball of spotted 

feathers.) I have seen it every day since 

that incident, gradually losing the spots, 

with the red breast being the last 

change. 
 

Another of the oddities in my garden 

from last year was the bird that looked 

like a dark thrush/blackbird. Until a 

month ago it had the spots and I 

managed to obtain a photo, then it 

disappeared. It returned four days later 

sporting a darker breast but with white 

feathers, which gradually dropped onto 

the paving, revealing a female blackbird. 

The bird book was correct in stating that 

it was an adolescent blackbird! 
 

Bob from Parkwood Close has had a 

visitation from a flock of starlings 

sticking their beaks into his lawn looking 

for the leatherjackets - the larvae of the 

crane fly. As the leatherjackets are very 

destructive, the starlings are helping the 

gardener, because the eggs had been 

buried deep in the soil the previous 

autumn. Geoff in Glade Close has a 

wren in his garden, which is pleasing to 

hear. I hope the cuckoo doesn’t use that 

nest in which to lay her egg. Please 

keep us informed if you can. Paul in 

Minden Close has found the newts that 

inhabit parts of that area. He’s leaving 

water near them in this hot weather. 
 

I am pleased that the hedgehogs who 

hibernated at the bottom of the garden 

are now regular visitors to the special 

food called “Spikes". The smaller pair 

come to the back door, while the large 

one eats at the front 
 

Ginny Wright 

ginny.wright2@btinternet.com,  

479562 
 

 

Newnham Open Gardens 
Come and see some of our lovely village 

gardens in Newnham on Sunday 18th 

June between 1:30pm and 5pm. In 

addition to a wide range of gardens to 

view, we will have our ever-popular plant 

stall. Homemade cakes and teas will be 

available at the beautiful Manor Farm 

barn to complete the afternoon! Tickets 

will be available from our information 

tent on the village green (RG27 9AH) and 

parking clearly marked from here. 

Entrance is £5, under 16s free. 
 

Jackie O’Regan 
 



 

 

Linguatastic 

 

T h i s  y e a r ,  L i n g u a t a s t i c ,  i n 

collaboration with another language 

school based in the South-West, will 

be hosting French students for an 

English Summer School programme 

i n  J u l y / A u g u s t .  W a r m  a n d 

welcoming households are required 

to host the students (aged between 

14 and 17), creating a wonderful 

exchange of culture and language, 

whilst also offering a small income. 

For further information on hosting, 

please e-mail info@linguatastic.com 

or telephone 471474. 
 

Thinking about the more immediate 

future, we’ll be performing at World 

Party at Eastrop Park on the 

morning of Saturday 17th June and 

participating in the parade and 

performing in the arena at Old 

Basing Carnival in the afternoon of 

the same day. We always like to 

b r i n g  s o m e  e n e r g e t i c  a n d 

internationally-flavoured partying to 

these events and do hope to see 

some familiar faces supporting us 

either from the sidelines or actually 

joining in with the action!  
 

Fiona Biermann 

 

St Mary’s Church Requiem 
 

A date for your diary, Basing Singers 

and Ooh Mama are presenting 

Faure’s Requiem and supporting 

programme in St. Mary's Church, Old 

Basing on Saturday 15th July at 

7.30pm. Tickets are £5.00 (children 

under 16 free) and will be on sale at 

Glaysher Butchers, Belle Vue 

Parade, Old Basing, by calling 

01256 850415 or on the night of 

the concert at the door. We thank 

you in advance for your support and 

look forward to seeing you. 
 

Sue Wilson 

 

Old Basing Tennis Club 
 

In the build up to Wimbledon we 

will, hopefully, already have held an 

American Tournament in May and 

this month will start our annual 

Summer Tournament. The Finals for 

this event will be held on Saturday 

2nd September. Junior Coaching 

continues on a Tuesday at the Club 

from 4.30-5.30pm during term time. 

If your son or daughter is aged 

between 5 and 11 and would like to 

join in please do get in touch, they 

would be most welcome. Contact 

details below. 
 

On Carnival Day, Saturday, 17th 

June, we shall once again be 

opening the courts from 1-4pm and 

offering you the chance to ‘have a 

go’ at tennis. A coach from Totally 

Tennis will be on hand for Juniors 

and we shall also be running a 

Fastest Serve Competition, using a 

speed gun. We hope to see you 

there! If you are interested in joining 

the Club, we would love to hear from 

you. Please contact Lynne Thomas 

o n  4 7 7 0 0 4  o r  e m a i l 

lynne.thomas8@btinternet.com. 
 

Lynne Thomas 

 

Did you know?: In Iceland, folklore 
says that if you bathe naked in the 
morning dew on the morning of June 
24, you are supposed to keep aging at 
bay for longer(!). 
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Chineham Parish Council 
 

AGM: The Annual General Meeting of 

Chineham Parish Council took place 

on Monday 8 May at the Village Hall. 

Cllr. David Thornton was elected as 

Chairman and Cllr. Paul Miller as Vice-

Chairman. The committees were also 

agreed: 
 

Finance Committee: Cllrs. Andy Clarke, 

Les Fryer and Steve Oakley. 

Planning Committee: Cllrs. Sue Fuller, 

Paul Miller, Laura Romney and David 

Thornton. 

Recreation Committee: Cllrs. Marian 

Adams, Andy Clarke, Sue Fuller, Laura 

Romney and Ginny Wright.   
 

Representatives for a number of 

outside bodies were also agreed: 

Basingstoke District Association of 

Parish & Town Councils: Cllr. Les Fryer. 

Transport Forum: Cllr. Steve Oakley. 

Chineham Village Hall Management 

Committee: Cllr. Les Fryer. 

Country Watch: Cllr. David Thornton. 

Incinerator Liaison Panel: Cllr. Ginny 

Wright. 

Sewage Treatment Works Liaison 

Panel: Cllr. Steve Oakley 

Local Police Liaison: Cllr. Laura 

Romney 

Chineham Allotment Team: Cllr. Sue 

Fuller. 
 

You can contact any of the Councillors 

via the Clerk or Assistant Clerk. 
 

Petty’s Brook: Following a site visit 

with Officers from Basingstoke & 

Deane Borough Council (BDBC) and 

Cllr. Paul Miller, the Parish Council is 

pleased to report that BDBC has given 

an undertaking to review the condition 

of the brook and start immediate work 

on some minor repairs and tackling 

the overgrown vegetation. Work should 

have started before the end of May. 

BDBC will continue to monitor the 

condition of the brook at regular 

intervals. Should residents notice 

particular areas of concern, please 

report the location and details to the 

Parish Clerk via the contact details 

below. 
 

Four Lanes School Summer Fete: 

Parish Councillors will be attending 

this event on Saturday 24 June. Please 

come and see us at our stand to find 

out what we have done for the 

community in the last few years and 

what we have planned. We would love 

to hear your ideas and suggestions. 
 

Overgrown vegetation: This is a plea as 

we move into the summer months to 

keep an eye on your boundary hedges 

and borders. Please keep them cut 

back and don’t allow them to encroach 

on public footpaths. 
 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 12 June. The 

Meeting starts at 7.45pm in the 

Community Rooms at the Chineham 

Village Hall. The Parish Council is here 

to help the residents of Chineham so if 

there is a Chineham issue you are 

concerned about, please contact 

Clerk, Sally Jackson on telephone 

number 01256 474500 or email 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or Assistant 

Clerk, Julia Johnston on telephone 

number 01256 324345 or email 

ass istantc lerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. Parish 

C o u n c i l  w e b s i t e  i s  a t 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Sally Jackson 
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News from the Beat 

 

Over the last month I can report that 

Hampshire Constabulary have 

received almost 90 reports, this is a 

range of crime, suspicious incidents, 

Anti-Social Behaviour and other 

reports including road traffic collisions. 

If we look at crime only, the number of 

reports is one third that of the total. 

Compared to most of the rest of the 

Basingstoke, this is a very positive 

image for the area. As alluded to 

previously, we believe this is due to 

the unique way in which residents rally 

to a common cause of helping the 

police to detect and prosecute crime.  
 

One thing we have been particularly 

impressed with is information sharing 

throughout the community. This is 

invaluable for preventing crime, such a 

low number of reported crime pays 

testament to the ability of residents to 

take on advice and warn other people 

about possible risks. This was 

especially relevant not long ago when 

we noticed a slight spike in reported 

burglaries. Only one dwelling burglary 

has been reported this month, 

however we do of course want this to 

be zero so please do check your 

security. Any questions - ask us! Call 

101 or email one of us.  
 

I was lucky enough to see SpeedWatch 

out in force this month, cracking work 

from our volunteers. We know from 

speaking to our residents that 

speeding in Chineham is clearly 

worrying a number of people. We do 

take this seriously and will always back 

up our volunteers. If repeat offenders 

are caught we will take all appropriate 

action to bring them to justice.  
 

Looking to the future, we are always 

discussing best ways to make the 

most of our time on the beat, 

community engagement is at the 

forefront of our work but we are also 

involved in other activities that can 

take us away from Chineham. Do not 

be alarmed though, our priority is 

always with our beat area and we will 

do our best to reach as much of it as 

possible. We are experiencing a high 

level of disputes between neighbours 

which can often be lengthy and 

complicated investigations. Our advice 

would be to consult  Housing 

Associations if applicable, and 

consider partner agencies such as 

Environmental Health Office for noise 

complaints. If you have any concerns 

or questions though please call 101.  
 

Now the weather is getting better you 

may see us out more at fetes and 

other social events, please take the 

opportunity to say hello! We believe we 

a re  p roac t i v e  a t  c om m uni t y 

engagement by default, however when 

the weather is particularly good you 

may see a bit more of us on cycle 

patrol! Just remember to close the 

windows when you go out for the day!  
 

Thank you so much, look forward to seeing 

you around! 

 

Your Neighbourhood Policing Team 

 

Team contacts: 

PC Neil Piper 1395, PCSO Krystof 

Nadvornik 16299 and PCSO Richard 

Green 15307. Please call 101 quoting the 

c o l l a r  n u m b e r s  o r  e m a i l : 

Basingstoke.Town.Police@hampshire.pnn.

police.uk. 



 

 18 

County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
Thank you to  everyone who voted for 

me on the 4th May County Council 

Elections. I feel hugely honoured to be 

able to continue representing all the 

residents in Chineham (Loddon 

Division) for a 3rd term. 
 

I will endeavour to the best of my 

ability to work hard to keep the ward of 

Chineham a great place to live. I 

believe everyone is entitled to a good 

quality of life in a safe and clean 

environment and I will continue to 

strive for this. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

Website: elainestill.com/

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

 

Basingstoke Choral Society 
Basingstoke Choral Society invites you to 

a special choral experience at the 

beautiful Douai Abbey in Woolhampton 

on Saturday June 24th, starting at 

7.30pm to enjoy Petite Messe Solennelle 

by Rossini, conducted by David Gibson. 

Rossini composed this over 30 years 

after he’d ended his career in opera. It 

has the most delightful touches from a 

man who remained a theatrical 

composer to the end. In the wonderful 

acoustics of Douai Abbey it promises to 

be a memorable evening. 
 

Before the concert you are invited to 

enjoy a glass of wine with strawberries 

and cream, included in your ticket price, 

from 6pm in the grounds of the Abbey. 

Tickets available from Newbury Corn 

Exchange—telephone 0845 5218 218. 
 

Margaret Lucas 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 

The elections are over and we start a 

new Borough Council Year. In Chineham 

Cllr Elaine Still has been re-elected for a 

further term as a County Councillor and I 

offer her my congratulations. In that 

position she is ideally placed to ensure 

that Chineham residents are well 

represented in matters that are handled 

by Hampshire County Council. 
 

Locally, we will see the restart of 

roadworks on the A33 junctions 

shortly and we have to, once again, be 

very patient while these necessary 

modifications are carried out. A further 

update will be posted both in the Local 

Press and on the CPC website as I 

anticipate that the information on 

details will appear before the next 

issue of the Chat. 
 

May and June should also see some 

progress on improving the physical 

condition of the banks of Petty’s Brook 

following a joint meeting of the CPC, 

myself and BDBC Officers on site this 

month. Ongoing – measured in years – 

attempts to obtain action from the 

Environment Agency and Thames Water 

appear to getting closer to success. In 

the meantime, BDBC will be starting to 

clear some of the concrete blocks from 

the Brook that appear to have been 

used by enthusiastic youths to practise 

dam building not realising that the 

blocks are essential to the integrity of 

the banks. That integrity is essential to 

keep the Brook free-flowing and prevent 

flooding through any blockages. 
 

Paul Miller 

Tel: 01256 467400 

Mobile: 07777 659022 

cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  



 

 

Have a go at Croquet! 
 

Saturday 3 June is National Croquet 

Day when lots of people up and down 

the country will be having a go at 

playing croquet. Here in Basingstoke 

you can come along to the croquet 

lawn at Down Grange and try your 

hand at a much misunderstood game. 

Far from being the preserve of toffs, 

croquet is a game of skill – rather like 

snooker on a very big lawn. 

Basingstoke Croquet Club and the 

U3A Croquet Section invite you to 

come and try it out. 
 

Just come along at any time between 

10.00am and 4.30pm. You don’t 

need any kit, just flat shoes (like 

trainers) to wear on the lawn. Men, 

women and children big enough to 

hold the mallet (about 1m long) are 

equally welcome. The croquet lawn is 

alongside the Walled Garden at Down 

Grange, just up the hill from the Toby 

Carvery: postcode RG22 4ET. 
 

For more details see the Club website 

at www.basingstokecroquet.co.uk. 

Alternatively,  come along any 

Saturday morning between 10.00 and 

12.00.  
 

Ian Harrison 

 

Four Lanes Junior School 
 

Recently in Year 6, we have been 

focusing on SATs. We have done lots 

of revision and made ‘knowledge 

cities’ by taking coloured card, 

drawing nets for 3D shapes and then 

making the shapes into buildings. 

These were then decorated with our 

knowledge. We have just finished our 

SATs and the whole school are very 

proud of us. We are now starting to 

think about our trip to Calshot – very 

exciting! 
 

Year 5 have been learning about 

Egyptians in history and about 

persuasion in English – they wrote a 

letter to persuade people to let them 

take a trip to Egypt. In science they 

have learned all about making new 

materials and did lots of experiments 

including collapsing hair gel, magic 

milk and making custard and 

toothpaste. The children have also 

just finished their swimming lessons 

and are all really proud of the 

progress they have made in the 

swimming pool. 
 

In lower school, the children in year 3 

have been learning about lots of 

different subjects including explorers, 

teeth, addition and the green ship 

story. In PE they have been playing 

cricket, learning how to throw, catch 

and bat. (They have tried really hard 

to be as quiet as possible while the 

year 6 children were doing their 

SATs!) 
 

The Tudors have been important in 

Year 4, who have been learning all 

about how people lived when Henry 

VII and Elizabeth I reigned. In science 

they have discovered skeletons and 

found out all about bones. In maths 

they having been doing some work on 

their times tables and have found out 

about graphs and charts. 
 

We are a busy lot! 
 

Abigail Bailey, Molly Green and 

Emily Meades 

(6R) 
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Minister’s Message 

 

Last summer I was walking with a 

friend to an outdoor event. The day so 

far had been pretty cloudy and now as 

we made our way there it started to 

spit with rain and there was the threat 

of heavier showers to come. As good 

English people we began to comment 

on the weather and on good and bad 

summers of the past, some the very 

distant past! “I can’t remember when 

we last had a good summer,” he said. 

“I mean we get a couple of nice days 

but before you know it the sun has 

gone and we are back to cloud and 

rain!” I agreed, and what it brought to 

my mind was the need to make the 

most of the sun while it is there indeed 

to make the most of every good thing 

while we have it. The phrase that came 

to mind was ‘carpe diem’ the famous 

quote of Horace. Horace by the way is 

not a guy I met down the pub but a 

Roman poet who lived before Jesus.  
 

Carpe diem, as I’m sure you are aware, 

means seize the day, grab the 

moment. I’m sure you get the point. It 

struck me that so often with 

something like summer we may well 

not get days and days of wall to wall 

sunshine so that somewhere along the 

line we do take off our jumpers and 

perhaps even get into our shorts. No 

we may only get a day or two here and 

there and so we need to enjoy it while 

we can, the sun, the warmth, the 

longer evenings and so on.  
 

I write this as we begin to get into 

summer to remind myself to make the 

most of whatever summer might come 

our way but also it is true of so many 

other things, time with our children or 

parents, a sense of feeling fit and well, 

so many things that are part of our 

lives and which we may not make the 

most of while we have them. 
 

James, who also is not a guy I met 

down the pub but a follower of Jesus 

who wrote one of the books of the 

Bible said, “you do not even know 

what will happen tomorrow.” That is 

true isn’t it? Even the weather 

forecasters can’t be certain if it will be 

sunny or not tomorrow! So if it is sunny 

today I am going to see if I can get out 

in the garden or out of the office and 

make the most of the summer while 

we have it. Perhaps you might do the 

same! 
 

Gordon Randall 

(Assistant Minister at Christ Church) 
 

Christ Church Activities 
Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am—

no charge, all welcome! The 9am 

service tends to be quieter and more 

reflective; we have a music band with 

drums and guitars at the 10.30am 

services when we also have groups for 

children and young people of all ages 

from babies to 18+. In June we will 

continue looking at the seven “I am “ 

sayings from Jesus – why not come 

and hear all about it? Everyone is 

welcome. 
 

Daytime Holy Communion:  Tuesday 

27 June at 11am.  All welcome.  Lunch 

is served at 12noon on the same day 

– you are welcome to come to either 

event or both! 
 

Prayer: is there something you would 

like prayer for? Do let us know—

contact details below. If you would like 

to come and pray you are most 

welcome: our Prayer Room is open 

whenever the building is open. Drop in 

to sit and pray in silence, or we can 
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arrange for someone to pray with you. 

We meet weekly to pray on alternate 

Sunday and Monday evenings; you 

would be welcome to join us (please 

contact the office for details). 
 

Coffee and Co: 9.30—11.30am. Our 

café is open to all every Monday during 

term time; coffee and cakes are 

available, along with toys for the 

children and a warm welcome! 
 

Luncheon Club: 27 June, 12 noon. 

Everyone is invited to join us for a tasty 

two course meal—£5 for adults, £2.50 for 

children. Lifts may be available so if you 

need transport please let us know; there 

is no need to let us know if you are 

coming, but if you have any special dietary 

needs we do need to know in advance.  
 

123 Matinee Group: 13 June, 1-3pm. 

This social/support group is aimed at 

“older friends” although everyone is 

welcome; no charge. There will be a 

warm welcome, plenty of people to 

chat with and there wil l  be 

refreshments. If you are interested in 

coming along and/or helping you 

would be most welcome. 
 

CCBBies: Thursdays 10-11.15am. Our 

Thursday morning group for pre-school 

children offers free play, Bible stories, 

crafts, refreshments, friendship and 

fun; each week the children have a 

simple craft to take home and if the 

weather is good we will play out on the 

patio. Parents/carers are required to 

stay with their children – all welcome! 
 

Messy Church: 12 June, 3.45pm. 

3.45pm games/refreshments (so you 

can come straight from school), 

4.15pm activities, 5.15pm supper, 

5.45pm time to go home!  Families are 

invited to join us as we learn about 

Jesus and the Bible together in a 

creative way. There is no charge 

although we gratefully receive 

donations towards the cost of the 

food. If you have any special dietary 

needs we would appreciate knowing in 

advance, but otherwise please just 

turn up on the day! 
 

Kids’ Club: 10 June, 5—6.30pm. £1 

entrance fee (first visit free), bring your 

friends and some change for tuck and 

a hot snack. Crafts, music, fun and 

games for children at primary school. 

All welcome!  
 

C3Y: Fridays, 8—9.30pm. Our youth 

club for young people in year 6 and 

upwards is open for fun and games 

every Friday during term time in the 

Wesley Hall. The entrance fee is just 

£1 (first visit free); bring a friend as 

well as some spare change for tuck. 

 

Charity collections: we continue to 

collect stamps (new and used), 

postcards, spectacles, socks, tools, 

bedding, tins and packets of food, and 

tops from supermarket milk bottles for 

various charities. We can find a home 

for most things so if you have anything 

you would like to pass on do contact 

us!  
 

Room hire: rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or on a regular basis. 

Contact us for details, or have a look on 

o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk. Prices 

start at £8.25 per hour (Community Rate) 

which includes use of the kitchen/snack 

bar where tea, coffee, sugar and squash 

are provided. Groups that regularly hire 

the church include Guides, Mumbaba and 

Bridge along with a range of University of 

the Third Age groups including Sewing and 

Family History. 
 

Ruth Randall 
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Probus Club 
 

“Prince Harry trained to be an 

Apache helicopter pilot here.”  John 

Essery, a Brighton Hill resident who 

was on Warden Duty, told us the day 

of our visit to the Museum of Army 

Flying at Middle Wallop. He had the 

unusual service record of flying 

helicopters in the Army Air Corps as a 

Major and when his service came to 

an end he joined the RAF as a 

Squadron Leader to continue his 

helicopter journey. 
 

A chilly day greeted our group of 

twenty consisting of members of the 

Probus Club of Basingstoke and 

several wives to the museum on the 

edge of this airfield.  RAF Middle 

Wallop opened in 1940 as a Fighter 

Command Station during the Battle 

of Britain, then used by the USAAF 

and returned to the RAF after the 

war. In 1957 when British Army 

Aviation became independent of the 

RAF, Middle Wallop was transferred 

to the new Army Air Corps. It became 

the school of Army Aviation, to which 

it remains to the present day. 
 

The museum tells the story of British 

Army flying from the early days of 

military ballooning spanning nearly 

150 years of military flight to the 

modern Army Air Corps. The 

collection was started in 1946 at 

RAF Andover but later moved to 

Middle Wallop and first opened to 

the public in 1974. Today it houses 

over 32 types of aircraft, both early 

fixed wing and rotary, with an array of 

support machines and memorabilia 

and charts the history of military 

flight both at home and the many 

theatres of operations abroad. 

P rob us  m em b er  re t i red  RAF 

Squadron Leader Chris Perkins MVO 

was on hand to talk about the 

exhibits. Aircraft range from a First 

World War biplane to a Huey Cobra 

attack helicopter equipped with eight 

missiles and a Lynx helicopter that 

could reach 200 mph. There was the 

famous WW1 Sopwith Pup, with later 

Auster and Chipmunk fixed wing 

airplanes and examples of every 

glider from the D-Day Landings 

including one that could carry a light 

tank. 
 

On display were early rotary 

experiments including the Rotabuggy 

which was a converted Jeep with 

helicopter additions and an aircraft 

tail to aid manoeuvrability.  With 

displays of the Victoria Cross holders, 

various uniforms, the evolution of the 

flying helmet and several field guns 

and support vehicles the museum 

even has a 1940s house with most 

domestic items bringing back 

memories to visitors. 
 

After lunch in the Apache café we 

then had the privilege of a private 

showing of a film about the changing 

role of helicopter operations in 

today’s troublesome world. 
 

More information about the Probus 

Club of Basingstoke, the social club 

fo r  ret i red  p ro fess iona l  and 

business managers, can be viewed 

o n  t h e i r  w e b s i t e 

www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com 

or telephone their secretary, Paul 

Flint, on 07770 886521 for an 

informal chat. 
 

Paul Flint 
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Basingstoke Lions Club 

 

This year is our 50th Anniversary in 

Basingstoke, so we thought we’d 

have a special birthday party. Our 

President asked local businesses if 

they would be kind enough to donate 

raffle prizes. They were very 

forthcoming and our thanks to all 

who donated are recorded on our 

website. Over 100 guests, including 

the Mayor, came to help us 

celebrate. As a result the raffle raised 

over £2500 which is a very 

significant boost to our Charity Trust 

Fund. Many thanks to all, and to the 

charity Helping Hands for the Blind 

which provided the disco free of 

charge. To top the month off, our 

Club was given an award for 

innovative community service at a 

recent Lions Convention. 
 

Easter Eggs: I reported earlier that 

we placed big chocolate ones in 

pubs to be raffled. They raised a 

phenomenal £3212.72 from which 

18 charities have already benefited. 

Many thanks to all the pubs and 

their customers who contributed so 

generously. 
 

Swimathon: The proceeds are now 

helping 7 families to send their 

children to the Special Olympics in 

Sheffield. 
 

Upcoming Events: The Lions Den is 

now out and about. So look out for it 

from now onwards at all school fetes 

and festivals. 
 

8th Jul: a welcome return of the 

Heritage Light Orchestra and 

supporting singers at QMC. It is 

de f in i te l y  one  o f  ou r  m os t 

en t e r ta in in g  a nd  in t e res t ing 

evenings. The theme this time is 

music and lyrics relating to the sea 

and sea travel. There will be 

signature tunes from a number of 

radio and television pieces, songs 

from shows, films, and Gilbert & 

Sullivan that are set by, on, or even 

under the sea! You can buy tickets 

direct from our website. 
 

Welfare: In addition to the £1300 

already donated via the Easter Eggs, 

we spent £193 to resolve 2 

domestic emergencies and £1310 

to help 5 other charities. 
 

Peace Poster Competition: We are 

still looking for young artists who are 

between the ages of 11 & 13 to 

design a poster depicting "The 

Future Of Peace", they will have until 

November to submit their finished 

design. For information and the 

poster kit please contact John 

L i n c o l n  o n  3 2 5 2 8 0  o r 

jomolincoln@btinternet.com. Come 

on Basingstoke, show us what you’re 

made of! 
 

Philip Wilson 

 

Summer Fete 
The Four Lanes Schools annual 

Summer Fete is being held on 

Saturday 24th June 1-4pm. Come and 

join us for an afternoon of family fun 

including games, stalls, food by 

Festival Street Kitchen, raffle, bar and 

performances from local groups and 

bands. Entry is free and everyone is 

welcome. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 
 

Friends of Four Lanes School (FFLS) 
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Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 
 

There were 54 members at the 

meeting held on 3rd May who were 

welcomed by the Chairman, David 

Cowling who then presented John 

Lambeth with some gardening 

vouchers as a thank you for his past 

work as chairman of the Group over a 

number of years. The backing from 

h i s  w i f e ,  K a t e ,  w a s  a l s o 

acknowledged when she was given a 

bouquet of flowers. The Secretary, 

Tony Brazier, then gave details of the 

forthcoming trips to Waddesdon 

Manor on Thursday 15th June, and 

Beaulieu and Buckler’s Hard on 

Monday 10th July. The Welfare 

Officer, Christine Broadbent, then 

gave her up-to-date report and 

welcomed back a number of 

members who had not been for a 

while. 
 

The speaker this month was Jackie 

Bond who is a Nutritional Consultant, 

Massage Therapist and Alexander 

Technique Teacher. She spoke about 

her work and how she had been 

involved in complementary health 

care since qualifying as an Alexander 

Teacher in 1996 following lessons 

which completely resolved a frozen 

shoulder and, subsequently, chronic 

asthma that she had suffered with 

since she was 18 months old. She 

went on to explain the technique in 

more deta i l  and gave some 

demonstrations using members of 

the group. After a question and 

answer session she kindly donated a 

private lesson as one of the raffle 

prizes. 
 

The next meeting is on 7th June 

which will be an Open Meeting to 

which guests are invited and there 

will be refreshments along with a 

Punch and Judy presentation by Alix 

Booth. The group meets on the first 

Wednesday of each month at 

Brookvale Village Hall from 10 am to 

12 noon and all retired Civil Servants 

and their partners are welcome. The 

year’s programme and further details 

about meetings and outings can be 

obtained from the Secretary Tony 

Brazier on 01256 418770 or at 

bjmapbr@ntlworld.com and if you 

would like to join us on any of our 

trips please contact Kate Lambeth on 

01256 328791. 
 

David Cowling 

 

Poppy Appeal for  

Foreign Coins 
 

Ever wondered what to do with your 

old foreign coins? Well wonder no 

more. Bring them down to the British 

Legion in Crown Lane, Old Basing, or 

visit our stand at the Basing 

Carn iva l .  We  w i l l  ge t  them 

exchanged with all proceeds going to 

the Poppy Appeal. 
 

For all enquiries, please call me on 

0 7 7 7 2  8 8 3 9 6 4  o r  e m a i l 

hampshire.committee3@rbl.community. 
 

Tim Russell 

Poppy Appeal Organiser 
 
 

Did you know?: June in other 
languages: Chinese (Mandarin) - 
liùyuè, Danish - juni, French - juin, 
Italian - giugno, Latin - Iunius, Spanish 
- junio. 
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Levi Roots to visit Eat Street 
 

The annual Eat Street food event is 

going to be back with a bang on 3rd 

and 4th June at Festival Place, with 

live cooking demonstrations and 

samples from food and beverage 

retailers including Nando’s, Las 

Iguanas, Wagamama, Festival Street 

Kitchen, Yobu and Whittards. Taking 

centre stage at the event this year 

will be Rastafarian musician and 

Reggae Reggae Sauce creator, Levi 

Roots. The now entrepreneur and 

restaurateur, whose culinary career 

was launched via TV show Dragons’ 

Den, will be bringing his sunshine 

flavours to Festival Place with live 

food demonstrations between 11am 

and 3pm on both days. 
 

Festival Place Marketing Manager, 

Charlotte Ranger, said: “This will be 

the fifth time we have run our Eat 

Street event and we are looking 

forward to welcoming Levi Roots to 

be part of the occasion as he brings 

some authentic Caribbean flavour to 

Festival Place. It’s also a great 

opportunity for our shoppers to 

enjoy samples from a number of our 

restaurants and cafés so that they 

can plan a visit to their new 

favourite the next time they come 

and shop.” 
 

To stay up to date with Festival 

Place’s Eat Street event and other 

activities at Festival Place visit 

www.festivalplace.co.uk or find 

th em  o n  F ac eb o ok ,  Tw i t te r , 

Instagram and Pinterest. 
 

Naomi Snuggs 
 

 

Chineham Zebra Crossing—

Ongoing Safety Concerns 
 

We were delighted when the zebra 

crossing was installed next to the 

Chineham Village Hall some months 

ago following several accidents and 

near misses. However, even after 

some time to allow the crossing to lose 

its novelty, it is unfortunate that some 

cars don't seem to notice its existence. 

Whilst out running with my step 

daughter we were waiting at the 

crossing and had to be blatantly 

obvious that we wanted to cross 

before anyone would stop. I also 

witnessed a near miss after a parent 

had dropped off their child or children 

at school - they were about to go 

across the crossing but the car didn't 

stop so they had to jump back.  
 

I appreciate it is sometimes difficult to 

tell if someone is going to cross the 

road, and indeed whilst driving myself 

have slowed down or stopped at the 

crossing before only for the person to 

walk past. However, if people can be a 

little more cautious it will avoid any 

unnecessary accidents.  
 

J Docherty 

 

Living close to the Village Hall, I have 

witnessed many incidents of drivers failing 

to stop for pedestrians at the zebra 

crossing. It has not become a safer place 

to cross and it could actually be more 

dangerous if children assume it to be 

safer. I also regularly see impatient drivers 

overtaking the bus on the wrong side of 

the island. I have reported my sightings to 

the local councils and police and urge 

others to do the same. 
 

Laura Romney 



 

 

Four Lanes Community Centre 
 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: Wed 

9.30-11.00am, £12.00 for 6 weeks or 

£2.50 per week on a drop-in basis. For 

mums/dads, babies and pre-school 

children. There will be a range of 

activities including indoor and outdoor 

toys, arts and crafts, stories and 

rhymes, drinks and biscuits, all based 

in a safe and welcoming environment. 

Please contact us to register your 

interest. 
 

ZUMBA: Zumba is a popular fitness 

programme inspired by Latin dance. 

Mondays 7.30pm to 8.30pm, 

Tuesdays 7.00pm to 8.00pm. Cost: 

£5.25 Mondays, £6.00 Tuesdays, pay 

as you go. Contact Lisa (Mondays) 

07884 267722 or Candice (Tuesdays) 

07843 979340. 
 

Clubbercise: Fun, easy to follow dance 

fitness routines using glowsticks to 

club anthems from the 90’s to the 

latest chart music. Taught in a 

darkened room with disco lights. 

Thursdays 8.00pm to 8.45pm, classes 

to be booked in advance on 

bookwhen.com/clubbercisewithaimee 

o r  w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

clubbercisewithaimee/. 
 

Hatha Yoga: No previous experience 

required, suitable for all levels. 

Payable in blocks of 6 weeks cost 

£30.00 or drop ins welcome at £6.00 

per class. Tuesdays 6.15—7.15pm at 

the Infant School. For further 

information and to book the course 

please contact Kati on 07450 226719 

or email pumpkinyoga@gmail.com. 
 

Linguatastic: Languages include 

French and Spanish before school 

clubs; Italian, Spanish and French for 

adults; and French for secondary 

school pupils. For further information 

please email info@linguatastic.com or 

phone 471474. 
 

Good Companions—over 55s Group: 

Come  and enjoy tea and homemade 

cake with a variety of speakers and 

activities. Events available on request. 

Four Lanes Community Centre, 3rd 

Tuesday of every month. 
 

Holiday Play Scheme: The Holiday Play 

Scheme is a great idea to keep your 

children entertained during the school 

holidays. Open to school children aged 

from 4 to 11 years. The Holiday Play 

Scheme provides a fabulous day of 

activities supervised by our friendly 

and professional team to keep the 

children amused with arts and crafts, 

sports, games and fun food. The 

Holiday Play Scheme runs through 

every school holiday and inset days 

and is lots of fun. We have 2 options 

for session times: 

Session A: 8.30am to 4.00pm – price 

£14.75 

Session B: 8.30am to 5.30pm – price 

£18.00 
 

The above clubs are available to Infant 

and Junior children who attend school 

full time. 

 

Virginia Wyatt 

 

Did you know?: In the Northern 
hemisphere, the beginning of the 
meteorological summer is 1 June. 
Perhaps logically, in the Southern 
hemisphere, the beginning of the 
meteorological winter is 1 June. 
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Basingstoke Discovery Centre 

To book a place, order online from 

www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php, visit 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre in Festival 

Place, or call 01256 478670. Advance 

booking is strongly recommended. 
 

June events: 

Underpants Day!: Fri 2,from 10am, 

ages 3+, free. Stories, craft, 

construction, colouring and so much 

more! No need to book – just drop in 

and join in the fun! 

Discover Board Games: Sat 3 & 17, 

10am–1pm, ages 3+, free.  

Board in the Library: Sat 3, 11am–

4pm and Wed 14, 21 and 28, 2-6pm, 

free. Bring out your competitive streak 

with games like Splendour and 

Carcassonne. Or working cooperatively 

– try a game of Pandemic to help save 

humanity! 

Basingstoke Disability Connections: 

Tues 6, 12.30–2.30pm. Informal get-

together for people affected by 

disability 

Disability Signpost Service: Tues 6, 

10am-12noon. Drop-in for information 

on topics including transport, benefits, 

housing and more. 

Wonderful Wordsmiths: Wed 7 and 21, 

4-5pm, free. A fun creative writing club 

for 8-13 olds. 

Painting for Fun: Thu 8 and 22, 2.30–

4.30pm, free. Informal group of 

painters who share tips and 

conversation in Coffee shop area. 

Memory Box Project: Fri 9 and 23, 

10.30am–12.30pm. An exciting 

reminiscence project open to all. Drop 

in and share some stories around the 

interesting objects on display. 

Young Embroiderers Club: Sat 10, 

10am–12noon, ages 5-16, £5. Learn 

new skills and meet new friends. 

Chatterbooks: Sat 10, 10.30–

11.30am, ages 8-11, free. Are you a 

Bookaholic? Do you enjoy sharing 

ideas, making new friends and 

exploring new subjects?  Join 

Chatterbooks. Sign up at the 

Information Desk in the library. 

Girl Power - Women at War from the 

Amazons to the 21st Century: Thurs 

15, 2pm, £4. In this talk, Rupert 

Matthews looks at the ways women 

have been involved in warfare from 

ancient times to the present day. 

Starting with the mythical Amazons, 

and the truth that lies behind the 

legend, Rupert looks at some of the 

great women warriors of history such 

as Boadicea, Zenobia of Palmyra, 

Artemisia of Caria, Mavia the Arab, 

Lagertha the Viking, Tomoe Gozen the 

Samurai, Joan of Arc, Mary Ralphson, 

Joanna Salter and Mary Dixon before 

looking at the mass participation of 

women in 20th century warfare 

through the WRNS, WAAFs and ATS of 

World War II.  

Crime Fiction Reading Group: Sat 17, 

2pm, free. Meet others who share your 

enjoyment of this genre. 

Family History Drop-in: Tue 20, 10am-

12noon. A chance to gain tips and 

advice about family research. 

Poetry Group: Wed 21, 10.30am–

12.00 noon, £1. Read and share 

poetry with other like-minded people. 

Getting On: Conversations on Living 

Well and Growing Old: Wed 21, 11am, 

free. What do you need to live a 

positive old age? Join author Jo Foster 

for a mix of uplifting stories, anecdotes 

and facts about old age collected from 

Oral History interviews with staff, 

clients and volunteers of Age Concern, 

Hampshire. Book your free place at 

the Information Desk 

Getting On: Touring photographic 

exhibition: Featuring stunning portraits 
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accompanied by extracts from 

conversations, this exhibition will be at 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre for 2 

weeks from 19 June. 

Creative Writing: Wed 21, 2–4pm, £1. 

New members are welcome at this 

supportive group for writers of all 

genres and ability. 

 

An Evening of Food & Drink at 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre: Wed 

21, 6–8.45pm. 

Wine Tasting: 7.30pm, £12, over 18s 

only. With Chloe from Majestic Wines. 

Which is the best wine to serve with 

your Sunday Roast? Join Chloe from 

Majestic Wines as she leads you 

through tasting a selection of wines 

and foods, explaining how best to 

match them.  

Carving Magic: 7.15pm, £6.50. 

Fabulous vegetable creations. Carving 

Magic specializes in providing carved 

fruit & vegetable centrepieces for all 

celebratory events. The Carving Magic 

team will begin this light-hearted, 

interactive session with a brief 

demonstration, showing the basics of 

carving before giving you the 

opportunity to have a try at carving for 

yourselves…. 

Evening Reading Group: 7pm, free. If 

you would like to join a reading group 

– but are unable to meet with one of 

our afternoon groups, join us this 

evening for a chat about your favourite 

reading material 

3-D Colouring: from 6.30pm. free. 

Bring your own colouring to life using 

the 3D Quiver App. All materials and 

support provided.  

Growing Organic Vegetables: 7.30pm, 

£3.50. Just how do you grow 

vegetables organically with success? 

Gain some insight, tips and advice 

from Mike Fisher who runs a small 

family farm and does just that all year 

round. With over 20 years experience 

he will be able to describe how he has 

managed to work to achieve a natural 

balance that sustains both abundant 

crops and wildlife. 

From Buffalo to Shelf: the Laverstoke 

Park Farm Story: 6.30pm, £3.50. Clare 

Scheckter will describe the journey of 

Laverstoke Park Farm from buying the 

first animal right up to producing a 

product ready for the supermarket 

shelf with all its trials and tribulations, 

mistakes and problems to overcome 

along the way! 

Evening Creative Writing Group: 7pm, 

free. If you would like to join a creative 

writing group – but are unable to meet 

with one of our afternoon groups, join 

us this evening for a chat and advice 

about writing techniques from others.  

Ask at the information desk for details 

and to book your place. 

Board in the Library: from 6.30pm, 

free. All welcome. A variety of Board 

Games are available to play. 

 

Film Group for Stroke Survivors: Fri 23, 

2-4pm, free. Our film group for stroke 

survivors meets each month to review 

films in a warm and friendly 

environment. Further info contact: 

basingstoke.discovery.centre@hants.g

ov.uk. 

StreetPass: Sat 26, 11am–4pm, free. 

Experience a new level of social 

gaming with your gaming consoles. 

Children’s Crafts: Sat 24, from 10am, 

ages 3+, free. 

Visually Impaired Reading Group: Mon 

26,  10am–12 noon,  f ree .  An 

opportunity to meet people in a similar 

situation round a shared interest.  
 
 

Phil Jarvis 
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Chineham Conservation Group 
Warm weather so early in the year is a 

blessing for wildlife enthusiasts. We've 

been experiencing a very generous 

amount of sunshine, which has seen an 

abundance of vibrant wildflowers 

blooming across our woodlands. This 

attracts an array of butterfly species and 

helps to support the bee population.  

Chineham's semi-ancient woodland hosts 

many spring flowers, such as Solomon's 

seal, celandines, primroses and early 

purple orchid (as highlighted in last 

month's column). Flowers aren't the only 

species to benefit from this wonderful 

weather, however... Spring has sprung 

early this year, and many of our avian 

neighbours have taken advantage of this. 

Nesting at the very beginning of the 

season means that the birds can take 

advantage of early resources. You may 

have spotted some empty egg shells... or 

even the nests themselves!  
 

The jay population has been quite active 

this year. Warmer weather means a 

myriad of insects for them to feed upon. 

Jays also feed on small mammals and the 

nestlings of other birds, which are 

commonplace at the moment thanks to 

the early nesters. The jay is a member of 

the crow family, and one of the most 

vibrant. Despite their striking appearance, 

however, they aren't easy to spot. The jay 

is a reclusive bird and prefers the cover of 

woodland to open areas. They are 

immediately recognisable by their 

contrasting black and blue plumage, white 

undersides and bright brown feathers. 

Look out for jays in woodland areas and 

mature gardens and parks. In autumn, 

you might see them burying acorns in 

preparation for winter. Even if you aren't 

lucky enough to see one, jays are rather 

vocal birds and can be identified by their 

loud, screeching call.  

You can find photographs of the flowers 

on our Facebook page, Chineham 

Conservation Group. If you are interested 

in learning more about our local wildlife, 

and helping to conserve it, contact the 

group at chinehamcg@gmail.com or via 

our Facebook page.  
 

KM Horne  
 

New Community Cafe 
A new Community Café service is 

launching in Basingstoke. Held on 

Thursdays from 10.00am to 12noon at 

Oakridge Hall for All, Basingstoke, RG21 

5RG. Services on offer include Job Club, 

free activities, drinks and snacks, Scrap 

Box and advice and information from local 

services and support networks. For more 

information see www.rcsservices.org.uk or 

call 01264 359223. 
 

RCS Team 
 

Belle Canto Concert 

Belle Canto will have you laughing, crying 

and tapping your toes to their exciting mix 

of happy, romantic and show songs, all 

introduced by short readings from the 

works of Jane Austen. Wednesday 21st 

June, 5.30pm-6.00pm: a hearty but 

elegant afternoon tea, 6.00pm-7.00pm: 

“Follies and Nonsense” concert. All in the 

beautiful surroundings of one of the oldest 

buildings in Basingstoke, Church Cottage 

(behind St Michael’s Church in the town 

centre, Church Lane, Basingstoke RG21 

7QW). 
 

Free admission but donations requested 

for refreshments. Profits to “Jane’s Fund”, 

restoring Jane Austen’s house. See 

www.facebook.com/bellecantotrio,  

www.basingstokefestival.co.uk or 

www.bellecanto.uk. 
 

Heather Sims 
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