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January 2012 
Every time I work on preparing the Chat or open my post, I am reminded of just 
how many good causes there are, all needing help and support. Help can be 
financial or by volunteering . All of us have something to offer—if we have the time 
or a bit of spare cash. As individuals, we can’t support every good cause, even 
with a few coppers in a collection tin, so we need to select those we feel are most 
effective or close to our hearts and give as generously as we can afford with time 
and/or money. If everyone did a little bit it would end up having a huge impact. 
Volunteering can be very rewarding and an opportunity to meet new people and 
learn new things.  So think about getting out there and having a go. 
 
Times may be tough, but we are still better off than many. 
 
How about a New Year resolution to offer (or offer more) help to one of the good 
causes or do something in our own community.  

 
Dennis Clapp 

Please Note 
The views expressed in Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team do not ac-
cept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in Chineham Chat. Copyright on all 
original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 
January is a relatively quiet month for 
the club as we all get over the busy 
Christmas and New Year period. 
 
However, there are two dates for the 
diary in January: 
 
Monday 9: Cash-prize bingo in the 
lounge bar at 20.00. 
Thursday 19: Senior citizens’ bingo 
and lunch at 13.00 
 
Finally, it remains for me to wish all of 
you a prosperous 2012. 
 
Roger Fuller  
Chairman 
 
 

Chineham Village Hall 
The Vil lage Hall Management 
Committee AGM will be taking place at 
the end of February and nomination 
forms are normally printed in the Chat 
which is distributed at the end of 
January.  At the moment we have a 
seat available on the Committee so if 
you feel that you would like to give 
something back to the community 
perhaps this is the right place for you.  
Please note that you do not have to be 
a member of the Village Club to sit on 
the Management Committee, seven of 
our members are also members of the 
Club and two are not.  We are not here 
solely for the benefit of the Club, we 
are here to look after the property as a 
whole and try to keep a reasonable 
balance so that progress is evenly 
distributed. 
 
However if you and your partner are 
both interested in joining us it is 
possible that both of you could as one 

of you could become a co-opted 
member with the same responsibilities 
and input into the Committee. 
 
Sitting on the Management Committee 
is by no means onerous. We meet on 
the fourth Monday of each month for a 
couple of hours and are a friendly, 
enthusiastic group who are highly 
motivated to continue improving 
facilities for our parish.  
 
Weight Watchers are starting a new 
group on Thursdays at 10.30 in the 
main Hall from 12th January 2012, so 
if you can’t make the evening session 
you now have an alternative.  Help 
shift the additional Christmas weight 
as soon as it appears.  
 
We wish a Happy New Year to you all 
and can assure you that we will 
continue our work to improve facilities 
for the residents of Chineham. 
 
Marion Hitchin 
Clerk 
 

Help Needed 
Can you spare a few minutes to read 
this message from a Brownie? 
 
Brownies. You would want to be a 
Brownie because we do all sorts of 
things; also you can work on badges at 
home and make lots of new Brownie 
friends. 
 
Grownups and Young Leaders. We 
always need Grownups and Young 
Leaders! You can meet lots of kind 
and helpful Rainbows, Brownies and 
Guides and even have fun on the way 
of making Guide unit friends. 
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My favourite thing. I like going to 
Brownie camp because last time the 
hall had a park near it and it was 
Easter. We had an Easter egg hunt it 
was fun, then we watched a movie, it 
was Toy story 3! 
 
By Hannah.J. 
 
Can you spare a couple of hours a 
week to help or lead one of 
Chinehams Rainbows, Brownie or 
Guide Units?  
 
Girlguiding UK is the United Kingdom’s 
largest voluntary organisation for girls 
and young women. By joining us, you 
can meet new friends, learn new skills, 
organise events, fundraise and overall 
have fun. 
 
All our Chineham units are full with a 
waiting list, if we have more adult help 
we can open the doors for more 
people to join. If you would like more 
information please contact Amanda 
Prince on 07881 568364 or email 
amanda_prince4@hotmail.com 
 
Sandie Jackson 
 
 

Fast Broadband 
Reading our councilors article I noted 
that BT Infinity is due to roll out in 
Chineham soon. 
 
It’s true. I was connected at the end of 
November. 
 
Hopefully, those in the farther end of 
Chineham can also soon enjoy this 
facility. 
 
Dennis Clapp 

Planning and Reality 
Can you believe what you see or read 
in terms of development plans? 
 
Steve Aston recently loaned me some 
old documents relating to the early 
plans for the development of 
Chineham. Quite an eye opener. Some 
changes since these plans were for 
the better, others for the worse. 
 
The May 1972 second draft plan 
included the A33 Reading Road by-
pass direct from the top of the hill just 
this side of the Taylors Farm (Sherfield 
Park) roundabout to the Black Dam 
roundabout near the M3. There were 
to be three primary schools and a 
secondary school which was to include 
indoor sports and other community 
facilities. A sports field complex was 
planned for just south of the 
incinerator/sewage works but the 
Loddon Valley was deemed to form, 
“an important break between the new 
development and Old Basing…..this 
area should be kept open”. There was 
also a site for a crematorium on the 
Reading Road where Stroud Close/
Simons Road now stands. 
 
A spring 1977 plan consultation 
document shows the Reading Road by-
pass roughly where it sits today. It still 
included two infant schools, a Roman 
Catholic primary schools and a 
secondary school. This document 
proposed 1,930 new dwellings north 
of Reading Road (core Chineham) and 
1,850 south of it. The sports field 
complex had disappeared and we 
know what happened to the schools 
and our indoor sport facility. 
 
Ed 
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Greening Chineham 
          Campaign   
 
Why wait to insulate?  
It’s FREE for everyone! 
 
I make no apology about writing on the 
subject of insulation again. Insulating 
your house will save energy, save 
money and cut carbon dioxide 
emissions. Furthermore the Insulate 
Hampshire deal will not last forever 
and until the end of March insulation 
is provided free. 
 
Visit the Insulate Hampshire website at 
http://www.insulatehampshire.co.uk/ 
to find the full details. An extract is 
given below: 
‘Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council and Hampshire County Council 
are working in partnership and with 
funding from ScottishPower to bring 
residents Insulate Hampshire. Insulate 
Hampshire offers cavity wall insulation 
free of charge and loft insulation free 
of charge (where there is currently 
none or less than 60mm) subject to a 
free, technical survey provided by the 
scheme. 
 
Insulate Hampshire can also offer rolls 
of insulation to top up your existing loft 
insulation for £49 for a maximum 
100m2.’ 
 
Application forms that are dated and 
received by 31 March will qualify for 
the free offer.  
 
Please do not delay, high demand is 
ant ic ipated so residents are 
encouraged to contact the Insulate 
Hampshire team as soon as possible 
by calling 0800 952 0037, emailing 

enquiries@insulatehampshire.co.uk or 
completing the online form, web 
address above, to sign up. 
 
Installing loft insulation where none 
currently exists can save up to £175 a 
year (statistics from the Energy Saving 
Trust based on an average 3 bedroom 
semi-detached property). You should 
top-up existing loft insulation of 60mm 
or more to the recommended 270mm 
to save around £50 a year. 
 
Please talk to your friends and 
neighbours about this deal. Not 
everyone has the time to read the Chat 
and getting the information out to 
everyone is really important, we 
cannot afford to miss this opportunity. 
There is a lot more information on the 
website including answers to 
commonly asked questions about the 
materials used for insulation and how 
to find out if walls are suitable for 
insulation. Those who cannot access 
the website should call the number 
above and talk to an adviser. 
 
Sue Juon 
greeningchineham@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

Congratulations 
Space last month did not permit a list 
of the winners in our Christmas cover 
competition. Here they are: 
Year 3—Thomas Armes 
Year 4—Taylor Elson 
Year 5—Bethan Poole 
Year 6—Sophie Ings 
 
The picture by Bethan was selected as 
the overall winner and shown on the 
front of the December Chat.  
Ed 
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 News From The Beat 
Crime Update: by PC Jim Charlton   
Towards the end of November and 
early December there were some 
incidents that indicated that Chineham 
was being targeted by burglars. In 
addition to the two males who ran off 
from an address in Reading Road that 
I mentioned last month, there was a 
similar report from a resident in 
Compton Way in Sherfield Park, shortly 
followed by an attempt to force open 
the front door of a house in Fennel 
Close. This and the other incidents all 
occurred during the day on week days 
when most people in Chineham are at 
work or busy doing other things. 
 
Throughout the last few months 
Hampshire Constabulary have been 
running Operation Nemesis; a 
proactive and intelligence led effort to 
target offenders across the county 
involved in serious acquisitive crime. 
Part of this operation has involved 
plain-clothed officers patrolling on 
bikes in areas being targeted by 
burglars; something I myself have 
been involved in. As a result of the 
incidents I requested that these 
patrols were conducted in Chineham 
in the hope that it would prevent crime 
and/or catch those responsible for it. 
 
Despite this, a home in Glade Close 
was broken into during the day while 
the occupant was out. The offenders 
entered the rear garden via the 
insecure back gate before smashing a 
double-glazed window to gain entry. 
Some jewellery and items of silver 
were stolen before the offenders 
escaped. This occurred between 11:00 
and 14:00hrs on Tuesday 29 

November and it is thought the 

offenders left via the footpath that 
runs from Reading Road to the 
footbridge over the A33. If you were in 
the area at the time and saw anything 
suspicious please contact me on the 
details below. 
 
Anti-social  Behaviour update: by PCSO 
Richard Strauss 14735 
I hope that you all enjoyed a peaceful, 
crime free Christmas. It is worth 
reminding everyone to take extra care 
if you are disposing of any boxes left 
over from your Christmas presents. If 
boxes are flat-packed next to your 
recycle bin, they may be seen by 
criminals who are out ‘window 
shopping’ for January bargains. You 
may also wish to consider SmartWater 
for your valuables, Smart water is a 
way to secure your valuables and give 
you peace of mind in the worst case 
scenario, further details can be found 
at www.smartwater.com or call the 
customer information line 0800 
521669. Those residents who live in 
roads covered by neighbourhood 
watch can get i t  from their 
coordinators for significant discount. 
Speak to your coordinator if you are 
interested. 
 
If you are still contemplating what New 
Year resolution to start, a suggestion 
would be to ensure your property is 
secured each night before bed. Close 
and lock all windows, close and lock all 
doors and ensure the keys are not left 
in the door or easy reach of the letter 
box. Don’t leave your car keys, mobile 
phones, wallets/purses on the kitchen 
side or within sight of windows or the 
letter box. If every resident followed 
these simple steps then the number of 
burglaries would be almost eradicated 
over night 
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As you maybe aware excessive 
speeding on the main roads in 
Chineham has been a safer Chineham 
panel priority for a while and as a 
result we have been conducting 
random speed checks throughout 
December. In the past the majority of 
the offending drivers have been 
Chineham residents. These speed 
checks will continue on a random 
basis into the New Year so please 
beware of the speed limits and stick to 
them. 
 
We are holding beat surgeries on the 
1st Wednesday of every month in Costa 
Coffee in Chineham at 16:30-17:30 so 
feel free to pop in and have a chat with 
myself PCSO Strauss and PC Charlton 
if you have any issues or anything 
concerning you.  
 
Have a happy New Year! 
 
PC Jim Charlton 21015 and PCSO 
Richard Strauss 14735 
Tel: 08450 45 45 45 (or request to 
leave a message using our collar 
numbers). 
james.charlton@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
richard.strauss@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
 
 

The Way Ahead with Miles 
for Macmillan 

Macmillan Cancer Support is inviting 
you to don your walking boots to 
explore the local countryside and enjoy 
fresh air and stunning views. At the 
same time you will be taking steps to 
improve the lives of people living with 
cancer by fundraising to support vital 
health and information services across 
the region. 
 

If you enjoy walking at a time, pace or 
place convenient to your life-style, the 
charity is urging you to consider 
registering for the Wayfarer’s Walk on 
its website www.wayfarerswalk.org.uk. 
Macmillan adopted the 70 mile trail -
which stretches from Inkpen in 
Berkshire to Emsworth in Hampshire - 
as part of last year’s centenary 
celebrations. The project is called The 
Way Ahead.  
 
There is an online fee of £12.50 but 
once registered there is unlimited 
access to a wealth of information 
about the walk, including a variety of 
maps and route details, 10 special 
hidden geocaches and a package of 
discount vouchers. 
 
If you prefer being part of an organised 
event there are currently two such 
walks available in the beautiful 
Hampshire countryside as part of the 
charity’s national walking programme, 
Miles for Macmillan. More events are 
in the pipeline. 
 
On Sunday 12 February, a six mile 
circular Valentine’s Walk will take 
place in Hambledon, renowned as the 
‘cradle of English cricket’. And on 
Sunday 6 May 6 there are two circular 
route options, 7½ miles or 12½ miles, 
s ta r t in g  a t  Ec c h in sw e l l  an d 
encompassing the famous Watership 
Down. 
 
Registration for the organised walks is 
online at www.macmillan.org.uk/
walking and there is a £10 entry fee. If 
you prefer to register over the phone, 
please call 01264 343813. 
 
Sue Lowe 
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Chineham Parish Council 
The dates for Parish Council meetings 
in 2012 are as follows: 
 9 January  
 13 February 
 12 March  
 10 April  
 14 May 
 11 June  
 9 July  
 August (TBC) 
 10 September  
 8 October  
 12 November 
 10 December 
 
Meetings start at 7.45 pm in the 
Community Rooms at Chineham 
Village Hall (the public session will 
start at 7.50 pm). Agendas are 
available on the noticeboards & on the 
website three clear days before the 
meetings.  
 
At the November meeting of the Parish 
Council, the precept (Chineham rate) 
for next year was increased from the 
present total of £38000 to £38500. 
This will result in an increase in the 
annual rate of less than 1p per annum 
for a band D rate payer. 
 
Hampshire County Council has asked 
us to include details of the “say it 
once” campaign. This campaign allows 
residents to record their own personal 
information on the website which can 
then be shared easily with health, 
social care and emergency services 
when needed.  For more information, 
visit www.sayitonce.info or call 01794 
519495. 
 
May we take this opportunity to wish 
all residents a Happy New Year. 

The Parish Council is here to help the 
residents of Chineham, so if there is a 
Chineham issue you are concerned 
about, please feel free to contact the 
Clerk, Sally Jackson on 01256 
4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 
clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 
Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 
0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 
assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 
during office hours only please. 
 
 

Chineham Centre 
Attractions 

I was laying awake last night thinking  
what a shame it is we don’t make the 
most of the Chineham Shopping 
Centre to bring the community 
together. Every time I go to the 
shopping centre there seems to be a 
new shop closure! 
 
Why don’t we have a farmers market 
and craft fayres in the court yard area 
to bring in business? There are several 
local business, schools etc that I'm 
sure would be very willing to get 
involved. Also, why don’t we have a big 
“switching the Christmas lights on” 
celebration? 
 
I for one would be more than happy to 
get involved in organising some events 
and I'm sure there are more out there 
like me. I appreciate it’s too late for 
Christmas celebrations this year but 
perhaps this is something that can be 
arranged for spring/summer next year. 
 
Charlotte Street 
 
Perhaps the Centre Management 
would care to respond or take up the 
challenge. Ed 
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County & Borough 
Councillor  
Elaine Still 

I am often asked about 
whether the council is 'doing 
its bit' on climate change, so I 
thought I would fill you in on 
what we have been doing. The 
council has a climate change 
strategy that commits us to 
support communities to 
reduce carbon and also to 
reduce carbon in the council's 
buildings and services. 
  
For three years officers have 
been working to deliver the 
council's carbon management 
plan and overall a 21% carbon 
reduction has been reached - 
exceeding the set target!  This 
has been achieved through 
improvements in the Civic 
Offices and measures taken to 
r e d u c e  b u s i n e s s 
mileage. Work is now taking 
place to achieve a further 10% 
by 2013 and to set targets 
beyond that. 
  
Don't forget that you can do 
your bit to cut carbon in your 
own home (and save money 
on your energy bills too). The 
Greening Chineham campaign 
is going really well and is 
helping Chineham residents to 
reduce their energy bills and 
improve the insulation in their 
homes - to get involved look at 
the Greening Chineham 
website 
 
I wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a Green New 
Year. 
 
Elaine Still 
Tel: 01256 880926              
Mobile: 07747 862913 
cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk               
Elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

 
 

Borough Councillor 
Paul Miller 

The New Year will hopefully 
bring a long awaited 
i m p r o v e m e n t  t o  t h e 
performance if internet 
communications for frustrated 
Chineham residents. I now 
understand that completion 
and activation of BT Infinity is 
imminent. There is a contact 
at BDBC, Andy Dowling tel 
01256 845359, who is the 
liaison officer with OpenReach 
who will, if you call him during 
normal working hours and 
supply your house number 
and postcode, advise you of 
the precise status of the 
installation to your street.  
 

Discussions and debate 
continue on the development 
of the BDBC LDF and Core 
Strategy and I continue to 
insist on the proper, timely 
provision of infrastructure to 
support any further potential 
housing development in 
Basingstoke and Deane. Most 
importantly, this controlled 
infrastructure provision is 
essential for the proposed 
sites around Chineham to 
e n a b l e  t h e  e x i s t i n g 
communities to continue 
without any degradation to our 
way of life as any potential 
new developments may 
appear. I have always 
maintained that I, and many 
other residents, ideally do not 
want to see our green fields 
built upon but new housing 
has to go somewhere and it is 
up to your elected Members to 
strive to mitigate any impact 
that approach may bring. 
 

Have a Happy and Successful 
New Year in 2012! 
 

Paul Miller 
Tel: 01256 467400 
Mobile: 07777 659022 
cllr.p.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  
 

Borough Councillor  
Martin Biermann 

It is the time of year when one 
is encouraged to both look at 
the 12 months just gone and 
the year ahead. Over the last 
12 months, I can recognise 
s o m e  m i n o r  c o u n c i l 
successes, but sadly, also 
some distinct “failures”. I am 
thinking in terms of a lack of 
success in achieving certain 
goals. This mainly revolves 
around a failure to get action 
by either the borough or 
county council on necessary 
tasks. Top of this list is my 
biggest embarrassment, 
namely repairs to footpaths. 
Despite constant reminders to 
county officers, some paths 
which are in a dangerous 
condition have not been 
repaired. Frequently the 
excuses made are that the 
c o n t r a c t o r s  w h o  a r e 
responsible for such things on 
behalf of HCC are not keeping 
up with their programme. This 
looks like yet another big 
contracting mistake, but I 
doubt anybody will confess it?  
 

For the year ahead, I can 
promise that this will remain a 
constant target until matters 
have improved. Beyond that, 
there is going to clearly be a 
vigorous debate about 
whether our local area can 
sustain nearly another 2000 
houses in the fairly immediate 
future. It is my view that there 
are better solutions than 
burdening Chineham and 
Taylor's Farm with yet more 
dwellings all using the same 
schools and other services. 
 

It is going to be a busy year 
ahead – in many ways. I wish 
all readers a healthy and 
happy 2012! 
 

Martin Biermann 
Tel: 01256 352434 
cllr.m.biermann@basingstoke.gov.uk 
www.spotlightonchineham.co.uk 
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CHILDREN’S CHAT 
BY JONATHAN + LAWRENCE 

            Word Ladder 
Make your way from  snow to cold 
changing only 1 letter at a time. There 
are hints there to help you! 

Q: What is Winnie the Pooh’s middle name? 
 
A: The !       

Happy New Year! 

Contact us at kids@chinehamchat.com 

Snow  

 Another word for performance 

 Informal for food 

 A form of meat 

 Where you keep chickens 

 A circle that can be found in basketball 

 Little Red Riding …….. 

 Have something in your hands 

Cold  



18 

Electricity & Gas  
I have managed to reduce my gas 
consumption so far this last year by 
just over 41% and electricity for the 
last year by almost 18% (the electricity 
reduction does not seem a lot but I 
had already reduced my consumption 
by a little over 50% from what I was 
using 3 years earlier). 
 
My girlfriend hates the cold and so at 
Christmas I bought her a heated fitted 
mattress protector for our bed and a 
heated throw for the settee. She 
absolutely loves them and I have to 
admit so do I. The one for the bed has 
dual controls and so she can have 
hers on longer and warmer than mine. 
I spent just under £130 in total and 
they have already paid for themselves. 
Since using the heated blanket and 
heated throw the usage during January 
to March 2011 for electricity didn’t go 
up but my gas consumption 
plummeted to around 50% of what it 
was January to March 2010. I reduced 
my payments by £37 a month and 
received a nice refund from my 
supplier as well. This was because we 
only had the heating on for 1 or 2 
hours a day as we were so warm on 
the settee and in bed and so just 
didn’t need the central heating on. I 
would recommend these to anyone 
and everyone. And remember, your 
heating should only ever be between 
18 degrees and a maximum of 20 
degrees. 
 
A quick question; Have you ever run 
out of hot water? If the answer is no or 
not very often then I would guess you 
heat your water too often and too high. 
We should be trying to heat our water 
so we have just enough to shower in 

the mornings or evenings and a bit for 
washing up and that is all. We should 
find that the last time we use hot 
water each day it is just running out as 
we don’t want a full tank of hot water 
going to waste. So try reducing the 
amount of time your hot water heating 
is on each day and the temperature 
you heat your hot water tank to until 
you find out what is the right amount 
for your household. 

 
A couple of quickies that hopefully 
everyone should know by now; always 
fill your coffee mug etc and then pour 
that into the kettle when you want to 
heat it instead of just filling a kettle, 
this will save a lot of wasted electricity. 
When boiling water in a pan always 
have the lid on as it comes to the boil 
much quicker as the heat can’t escape 
and again saves a lot of gas or 
electricity. 

 
As some of you may be aware, there 
are electricity meters available to 
borrow from the Greening Chineham 
Campaign. These meters are great as 
they allow you to see exactly how 
much electricity you are using at any 
one moment. You can then turn an 
item on and see how much your usage 
goes up and so it’s a great way to see 
which items are power hungry.  
 
I hope that many of you will make 
these changes to your lifestyle but for 
those who cannot go the whole way 
t h e  G r e e n i n g  C h i n e h a m 
Campaign does offer us all a 
simple way of starting out on the road 
to living more sustainably. Go to 
www.greeningchineham.hampshire.org
.uk. 
 
John Blanchard -Resident of Chineham 



23 

Minister’s Message 
I have to say that I am excited as, in 
December, I write looking ahead to the 
New Year. There is a lot that lies ahead 
in the coming year that excites me. 
2012 sees the Diamond Jubilee of our 
Queen’s accession to the throne, the 
European Football Championship, and 
of  course the Olympics and 
Paralympics. 
 
At a more personal level, like most 
families, we have expectations of good 
th ings for  our  ch i ldren and 
grandchildren and just being able to 
share time with them. 
 
I recognise that as a nation we still 
face tough economic times and of 
course one never knows what 
problems lie around the corner, but as 
I look ahead to 2012 I do so with a 
good bit of excitement. 
 
However as I was thinking about 2012 
to my mind came two events from the 
past, one from April 1912 so a 
hundred years ago and the other from 
June 1962 so fifty years ago. In June 
1962 the Soviet forces in East Berlin, 
having swiftly erected a wall of wire the 
previous August, which became known 
as the Berlin Wall, now erected a 
second fence some 100 metres 
further into East German territory and 
then removed everything from the gap 
between the two fences. Thus the 
separation of the east and west was 
complete and the section between the 
two fences became known as the 
‘death strip’.  
 
Perhaps by now you have worked out 
what happened in April 1912, sorry I 
used to teach History! Anyway it was 

the sinking of the ‘unsinkable’ Titanic. 
It is said that as the ship was sinking 
the ship’s band played the hymn 
‘Nearer my God to thee.’ 
 
In my mind I find there a link between 
these two events which gives me a 
thought that I wish to share with the 
readers of the Chineham Chat as we 
move into a new year and it is about 
separation and closeness.  
 
The acts of the Soviet forces over 
1961 and 1962 created a division at 
the heart of Europe. It was a brutal 
division and at its centre in Berlin was 
that ‘death strip’. Meanwhile the 
tragedy regarding the Titanic throws up 
the idea of moving closer to God. 
 
It strikes me that, as we move into 
2012, God wants us to come closer to 
him. God hates the separation that 
there is between us humans and him a 
s e p a r a t i o n  c a u s e d  b y  o u r 
unwillingness to allow him to be God in 
our lives. He wants us to come nearer 
to him and we can do that through 
Jesus and because of his death on the 
cross. The cross is, if you like, a ‘death 
strip’ that can unite not divide. 
 
So perhaps a good resolution for the 
New Year might be ‘Nearer my God to 
thee, nearer to thee.’ I think it would 
be a good one for all of us! 
 
In the light of that, may you know God 
with you 2012 and, with Phil Norris 
from East Church, I wish you God’s rich 
blessing through this new year of 
2012. 
 
Ian Bentley (Minister at Christ Church 
Chineham) 
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Christ & Community 
Church Activities 

"Why share faith?" is our sermon 
theme for the new year - do come 
a l o n g  a s  w e  e x p l o r e  t h i s 
question. Everyone is welcome! Our 
Sunday morning services are at 9am 
and 10.30am. The 9am services tend 
to be quiet, reflective and more 
traditional in style - although everyone 
is welcome at both services families 
tend to come to our 10.30am services 
and this is when we have groups for 
children and young people of all ages 
from 0 to 18+ (there is no charge for 
"Sunday School" - if you would like 
details please contact Ruth in the 
office) and we have a band with 
guitars and drums leading our music 
worship.   For details about any of our 
services or activities please contact 
Ruth in the office or take a look at  
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk.     
Don't forget that our Prayer Room is 
o p e n  w h i l e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s 
open. Everyone is welcome to come 
and sit quietly in prayer and 
reflection. On the subject of prayer, if 
you have any prayer requests please 
let us know and we will pray for you!   
  
T h e  e d g e :  C h i n e h a m  y o u t h 
congregation is a Sunday evening 
service for young people at senior 
school, meeting every Sunday evening 
- school years 7-9 from 6-7.30pm and 
then years 10+ from 7-8.30pm. All 
welcome. For details please contact 
Ruth in the office. 
  
All children are invited to join us for 
Messy Church on Monday 9 
January! Messy Church is a monthly 
event that provides an opportunity for 
families who might want to meet with 

Jesus, find out more about their local 
church and bring up children as 
Christians but find Sunday morning 
difficult. Regular church members are 
welcome too! Messy Church involves 
playing games, craft activities, singing, 
stories, prayers, a meal and lots of 
messy fun! There is no charge 
although donations towards the cost of 
t h e  f o o d  a r e  g r a t e f u l l y 
received. Parents/carers are required 
to stay with their children. Doors open 
at  3 .45pm wi th  games and 
refreshments, craft activities start at 
4.15pm, and after a time of worship 
and a meal, it is time to go home at 
5.45pm. 
  
Our Fellowship Group will be meeting 
o n  W e d n e s d a y  1 1  J a n u a r y 
for our usual service of prayers, 
readings and hymns. Refreshments 
are served from 9.45am; the service 
begins at 10.15am and lasts for one 
hour.  All welcome. 
  
CCBBies, our group for pre-school 
children and their parents/carers, will 
continue to meet on Thursdays during 
term time from 10-11.30am. After a 
time of free play and refreshment, we 
learn stories from the Bible using 
music and crafts. No charge. All 
welcome. 
  
TGIF, our Friday evening Youth Club, 
meets every Friday during term time 
and is now open to children in year 6 
as well as all young people at senior 
school from 8-9.30pm for all the usual 
fun and games - pool, Wii, table tennis 
and so on. The entrance fee is only £1, 
but bring along some extra cash for 
tuck, and bring a friend too!   
  
Kids' Club is on Saturday 7 January 
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from 5-6.30pm and all children at 
primary school are welcome to join us 
for fun and games. Entrance fee  
£1.  Bring along some extra cash for a 
hot snack and bring a friend too! 
  
Coffee and Co, our Monday morning 
cafe,  cont inues to  open for 
refreshments from 9.30-11.30am 
every Monday morning. We serve 
delicious coffee and cakes; there are 
toys for the children and plenty of 
people to chat with in a friendly 
atmosphere. We have a range of fairly 
traded goods for sale, along with a 
selection of greetings cards and 
books. 
  
Thank you to everyone who continues 
to bring in items for our various charity 
appeals - we continue to collect used 
stamps and postcards, the tops from 
supermarket milk bottles, and bedding 
for May Place, the hostel for the 
homeless in Basingtoke town centre.    
You can drop your donations of 
bedding into the Church office, or take 
them directly to May Place.   
  
You are most welcome to come in to 
the building (Christ Church, Reading 
Road, Chineham, RG24 8LT) to look 
around and/or sit quietly in our 
worship area or prayer room. We are 
usually open from Monday to 
Thursday; arrangements can be made 
at other times.  If you would like to find 
out more about activities at the Church 
or rooms for hire, please contact Ruth 
(admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk 
or 474280) or take a look at 
www.chrictchurchchineham.org.uk. 
 
Rooms are available from £6.75 per 
hour.  A large number of community 

groups hire rooms at the church for a 
variety of activities for children and 
adults including Slimming World and 
Monkey Music plus numerous U3A 
(University of the Third Age) 
groups inc luding Br idge and 
Environmental Science - if you would 
like details please ask Ruth or take a 
l o o k  a t  o u r  w e b s i t e 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk.    
Willowdene Nursery runs a Breakfast 
Club and an After School Club here at 
Christ Church - please contact 
Willowdene direct for details. 
  
Community Church. You will find us at 
our regular home of Four Lanes Junior 
School. We are a relaxed group of 
about 80 people across the age 
ranges, who meet to worship God in a 
lively and contemporary way. You will 
find that we place a high value on the 
contribution of each person and love 
to make room for the variety of who 
each person is when we gather. We 
have many young people, who 
contribute a lot to our shared 
community. To find us come to Four 
Lanes Junior School for 10am on 
Sunday or check out the web site at 
www.bccnet.org.uk/east. You are 
welcome to visit us anytime or to find 
out more online. If you have a 
particular prayer request then you can 
send us a message via the website 
and we will pray for your situation. 
Alternatively you can make contact via 
our office on 01256 812708 and ask 
for Phil Norris.  
 
Ruth Randall 
 
 
Did You Know: In England middle 
names were once illegal. 
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Café Dome 
Café Dome is the name of the 
community café, managed by The Café 
Project, located behind Gillies Health 
Centre next to the Driving Test Centre 
at Brighton Hill. 
 
The Café Project is a charity trust with 
the primary aim of supporting learning 
disabled people with training and 
employment. We rely on grants and 
donations for funding and on 
volunteers to support the training of 
our students in food preparation, 
cooking, cleaning, customer service, 
and online trading. Your custom is 
much appreciated and helps to 
support the ongoing work that we do. It 
will help to maintain the facility for 
learning disabled people in the area. 
We also now have a very smart venue 
facility that is available to hire at 
evenings and weekends from only 
£10ph on a Sunday. 
 
Our community Café is open from 
8.30am to 3.30pm Tuesday through to 
Friday (Thursday closes at 1pm for 
training) for breakfast, lunch, cakes, 
snacks and drinks. We aim to provide 
customers with freshly made, fair 
trade, locally sourced and free range 
product choices at a great value, such 
as a Full English Breakfast for £3.95, 
homemade soup and a roll for £1.95 
and homemade cakes from £0.50. 
 
Our volunteers have undertaken 
training in Food Health & Hygiene and 
Learning Disability Awareness, are 
now, in conjunction with BCOT, 
supporting our students in food 
preparation, cooking, cleaning, 
customer service, and working towards 
their BTEC qualification in Hospitality 
and catering. 

Critical to the success of our charity is 
supporting our students in the 
activities of the café and we continue 
to need the help of volunteers who can 
commit a minimum of 3 regular hours 
a week to buddy up with one of our 
students or help out at peak periods 
such as lunchtimes.  
 
The trustees continue to need help 
with things such as designing 
marketing materials, delivering Café 
Flyers, help with getting our online 
trading initiative up and running, and 
other fundraising activities.  
 
If you are interested in volunteering, 
becoming a student, or hiring the 
venue, please drop in to the Café, call 
or email  Alison Pritchard  on 01256 
816375 alison@thecafeproject.co.uk . 
If you would like to volunteer to help 
t h e  t r u s t e e s ,  p l e a s e  e m a i l 
admin@thecafeproject.co.uk. 
 
John Wright, Chairman 
 
 

Eau de Chineham 
Ever fancied creating your own 
fragrance?  Well now you can with VIE 
at home. 
 
VIE ‘bluebox’ is a totally unique way to 
buy a perfume -  you choose your own 
fragrance from a number of options, 
you come up with a name, and you 
decide on the  packaging. Order 
through your VIE at home Consultant 
and a few days later your perfume will 
arrive, exactly as you’ve designed it.  
The end result is a totally unique 
perfume you can’t find anywhere else 
in the world. 
 
But the ideas don’t have to just stop 
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there as VIE at home Consultants all 
over the UK are getting really creative!  
Fragrances inspired by local towns and 
cities, the history of where they live, 
the cultures and the local flavours are 
popping up all over the UK. Eau de 
Chineham could now be yours! 
 
If you want to find out more about how 
you could create your own fragrance, 
please speak to me, your local VIE at 
home Consultant on 0758 5005901 
or colette.jess123@googlemail.com 
and I’d be happy to tell you more.  I’ll 
even show you how to create a 
perfume that’s just for you. 
 
If you’re worrying about the January 
credit card bill, or just want to make 
some extra cash in time for Christmas, 
find out more about joining us by 
contacting Colette Johnson as above. 
 
Colette Johnson 
 
 

SOLVE 
It is unfortunate that the Borough 
Council continue to defend their 
decision to exclude Manydown from 
the l ist of potential housing 
development sites. Residents, Local 
groups, and Parish Councils from all 
over the Borough continue to make 
representations which fall on Council 
deaf ears. 
 
The latest example was on the 23 
November at the Economic Prosperity 
and Performance (EPP) Committee 
which held a special meeting to review 
the Manydown decision. There were 
13 public speakers including SOLVE. 
T h e  M a n y d o w n  C o m p a n y ’ s 
representative gave a presentation 
which amongst other things repeated 

their view that the Manydown land is, 
and has always been, available. 
 
There was a lively debate but the issue 
was effectively kicked into the ‘long 
grass’ by requesting that Officers 
research the “processes and issues” 
involved in developing the Manydown 
land.  There is no time limit and SOLVE 
is well aware that this tactic would 
cause delays. If this happens it could 
lead to the environmentally sensitive 
Loddon Valley being developed first.  
However, under procedural rules, on 
the ins istence of  opposi t ion 
councillors, this motion will have to be 
debated by the Full Council, on 15 
December. The committee referred 
questions of governance to the ‘Audit 
Governance and Accounts Committee’ 
which next meets on 27 February.  
 
SOLVE continues to work on a number 
of options, including Judicial Review 
(JR), in order to get the LDF process on 
to a level playing field. SOLVE met 
Parish Council representatives from 
the east of the Borough on 26 
November. They gave us their support 
for a joint approach with Countrywatch 
to begin the JR process.   
 
Whatever happens with a Judicial 
Review the future of the Manydown 
land the Loddon Valley will still remain 
a target for Developers. However, if 
Greenfield sites must be developed, 
we remain confident that given 
i n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  i m p a r t i a l 
assessment, the Loddon Valley will not 
be seen as a first choice.   
 
Further details can be found via the 
SOLVE website or contact Kate Tuck 
on 01256 324043. 
 

Peter Bloyce 
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Hedgehogs Class 
This term Hedgehogs have been doing 
lots of fun activities.  
 
We have been learning about Health 
and Growth. We found out about the 
different food groups and having a 
balanced diet. We all made an artwork 
of a food or drink to create a giant 
food group map on the carpet. We also 
made fruit kebabs from our favourite 
fruits. Then we talked about exercise 
and the changes it causes. To do this 
we thought about our body when it is 
still and then went outside to run, 
jump, jog and skip. When we came 
back we noticed lots of changes to our 
body. 
 
Four Lanes Infant School has raised 
lots of money for Children In Need. To 
do this we all came in to school 
wearing something spotty! 
 
In the lead up to Christmas we have 
been practising for our Christmas play. 
The play this year is called A Gift for 
the Baby and in the story everyone is 
trying to make baby Jesus stop crying. 
 
Hedgehogs have also been learning all 
about festivals of light, including 
Christingle. We all brought an orange 
to school and made our own 
Christingle. They were delicious! 
 
Last year the school raised money for 
Charlie’s Day Unit. A member of staff 
from the unit came into our assembly 
to tell us all about how our money had 
helped. The School Council are going 
to decide which charity we will support 
this year and we are thinking of lots of 
ideas to raise money.  
 

Devastatingly Delightful 
Dance Day! 

Sinead Corbett and Georgina Armes 
 

On Wednesday 16 November, Year Six 
took part in a special Indian Creative 
Arts Day. This included an Indian 
Music Workshop, an Indian Dance 
Workshop and Indian Folk Art 
activities.  
 
First of all, the whole of the year group 
listened to an introductory talk about 
Indian dancing from Mr Parmar. He 
explained that he would teach 
everyone a classical Indian dancing 
technique called Catak. This has two 
parts to the dancing. The top part, 
Husta, uses hand and arm movements 
and the bottom part, Taka, uses feet 
and leg movements where the dancer 
stamps their feet to a rhythm or beat. 
Mr. Parmar taught the pupils eight 
Husta actions before they went back to 
their classrooms. 
 
Year Six then split up into their classes 
and either did more dancing with Mr. 
Parmar, a music workshop with Steve 
Morley or Indian folk art with their 
class teachers.  Georgina thought “The 
Indian Art activity was fantastic.” 
 
In the Indian Music Workshop, 
musician Steve Morley from the 
Hampshire Music Service played the 
Tablar drums. He helped each class to 
create “a rainbow of art” using many 
different instruments such as buffalo 
drums, vibratones, frogs and singing 
bowls. Some children found it quite 
challenging to play together in an 
ensemble but the final overall effect of 
the finished piece was really effective. 
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Meanwhile in the Indian Dance 
Workshops, each class was taught 
different dances. They practiced them 
to perfection ready for when they 
would perform them at the end of the 
day to their parents and the other 
c lasses .  A f te r  wa tch in g  the 
performance one parent said, “The 
dancing was really good.  We never did 
anything as exciting as this when I was 
at school!” 
 
 

Four Lanes Community 
Centre 

NCFE Certificate in Adult Numeracy: It 
is a 30 hour course 2 hours per week. 
Starts Thursday 12 January  10.00am 
to 12.00pm. 
 
Get My Digital SLR on to Manual: 5 
week course. Starts Monday 16 
January 7.00 to 9.00pm. Cost £41.00. 
 
Intermediate Digital SLR: 5 week 
course. Starts Wednesday 18 January 
7.00 to 9.00pm. Cost £41.00. 
 
Post Natal Fitness: 6 week course. 
Starts Thursday 2 February 10.00am 
to 11.30pm. Cost £30.00 
 
Pilates: (Community Room at Junior 
School). Tuesdays 7.30pm to 8.30pm. 
Cost £4.50 per week pay as you go. 
 
Zumba: A new course date will be  
advised shortly. Places will be limited 
so please book early. Cost £40.00 for 
10 Weeks. 
 
Under 5’s Toddler Groups: Tuesday 
and Wednesday 10.00 to 11.30am.  
Cost £2.50 per session per family (pay 
as you go).  
 

Holiday Play Scheme: Open to all 
children aged from 4 to 11 years. Runs 
through every school holiday and inset 
days. Session A 8.30am to 4pm costs 
£14.75 and session B 8.30am to 
5.30pm costs £18. 
 
Breakfast and After School Club: 
Breakfast starts at 7.30am with 
breakfast included is £4.75. After 
School Club 3.30pm to 6.30pm with a 
light tea is £8.25 
 
Understanding Behaviour  5 + Years: 5 
week course free. To increase parent’s 
confidence and self esteem and  
provide an understanding of causes 
and how to manage behaviour in the 
home. Starts Friday 9.30 to 11.30am 
start date TBC 
 
Virginia Wyatt, Tel: 810499 
www.fourlanescentre.com  
 
 

Abacus Nursery School 
We would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all the children, parents and 
staff for their support in making 
last term so fun packed.  
 
With the growing number of children 
and the positive comments received 
we have pleasure in informing you 
that, from the start of this term, 
Abacus will be opening from 9:00 until 
3:00 everyday within the scout 
building, and sessions will stay at 
£11.50.  
 
For any enquiries please call the 
nursery on 01256 470402 or visit  
www.abacusnurseryschool.co.uk. We 
would like to wish all of our children 
and families a very Happy New Year. 
 

Joanne Down 
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Celebrating 26 Years! 
The Basingstoke and North Hampshire 
Inter-Varsity Club (BNHIVC) celebrated 
26 years in operation this year with a 
slap up Christmas meal at the 
Hampshire Court Hotel, in Chineham, 
Basingstoke.  
  
Basingstoke & North Hampshire IVC is 
a non-profit making sports and social 
club for professional and like minded 
people. The club has a diary bursting 
with pre-organised events, including 
cinema trips, theatre, concerts, and 
restaurants as well as active events 
such as walking, cycling, roller skating, 
c l imbing,  camping and much 
more. The club also organises 
weekend breaks away. Unlike other 
social groups the BNHIVC is organised 
with a ‘twist’: club members can 
choose the events posted on the 
calendar. BNHIVC is run by the 
members for the members! The club is 
a great way to make new friends and a 
hassle-free way to develop your social 
life in North Hampshire.   
  
So if you fancy getting out and about 
and making new friends, why not join 
the BNHIVC. To find out more visit 
www.bnhivc.org , call 0844 587 1985, 
or email enquiry@bnhivc.org. 
 
Denise Clinker 
 
 

Great Binfields Primary 
School 

December has brought its usual 
festivities to Great Binfields and 
children have been busy preparing for 
Christmas plays, carol singing and the 
annual Enterprise team’s shop. Our 

festivities began with Mary’s Knitting 
(the Key Stage One performance) in 
which Mary spends the weeks before 
Jesus’ birth desperately knitting a baby 
blanket and completes it in the knick 
of time! 
 
Key Stage Two children have been 
busy making props and designing 
costumes for their adaptation of 
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol 
whereby Ebenezer Scrooge learns a 
thing or two about himself and sets 
about changing his ways. It has been 
lovely to see the effort families have 
put into costumes and helping their 
children to learn song lyrics and lines. 
The teachers have also been working 
hard battling against the clock to 
provide rehearsal time. All in all it has 
been worth i t  and the two 
performances have really stunned the 
audience.  
 
Fields hockey has been a main event 
this half term. The children have been 
taught by Dave Watton on a Tuesday 
morning and will be applying their 
skills to representing the school at two 
future hockey tournaments. The Key 
Stage Two playground leaders have 
also been running sports activities at 
playtime for younger children which 
have proven to be very successful. 
Sophie Gray a playground leader from 
year 5 and 6, said, “I enjoy running 
games and watching the younger 
children enjoy them. This is my 2nd 
year doing this so I am now 
experienced in which games the 
children like. Outdoor games are my 
favourite to do because I can get some 
fresh air as well as enjoying myself. I 
prefer to do the game with a partner.”  
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It is that time of year again when the 
enterprise team are working hard to 
get ready for the Christmas shop. Parts 
of the team have chosen the items to 
sell. Every year there is different stock.  
This year Mrs Cushing came in with 
three pupils from Manor Field School 
and they chose the stock that they 
wanted with us. Everyone in the school 
has drawn pictures of them self and 
some children got to draw members of 
staff.  
 
Finally, Great Binfields Primary School 
writer’s club would like to say a very 
Merry Christmas to everyone in the 
community and a Happy New Year. 

 
 

Moggies Help Lift Mood 
Owning a cat has a positive impact on 
mental wellbeing, according to 
research conducted by Cats Protection 
and the Mental Health Foundation. 
 
The study found that 87% of people 
who owned a cat felt it had a positive 
impact on their wellbeing, while 76% 
said they could cope with everyday life 
much better thanks to the company of 
their feline friends. Half of the cat 
owners felt that their cat’s presence 
and companionship was most helpful, 
followed by a third of respondents 
describing stroking a cat as a calming 
and helpful activity. 
 
Cats Protection, which has a local 
branch in Basingstoke that cares for 
and rehomes unwanted cats, teamed 
up with the Mental Health Foundation 
to discover whether cat ownership can 
have a positive effect on mental 
health. The research was carried out in 
July and August 2011 and involved 

over 600 cat and non-cat-owning 
respondents, with half of them 
describing themselves as currently 
having a mental health problem.  
“At a time when one in four people in 
the UK will experience some kind of 
mental health problem at any time, it 
is important we highlight helpful 
solutions that could make life a little 
easier,” said Dr Eva Cyhlarova, head of 
research at the Mental Health 
Foundation and an ex-veterinarian. 
“Previous research has supported the 
contribution of pets to our mental 
health and our findings support the 
view that caring for a cat can improve 
your wellbeing. Looking after it can 
bring structure to your day, reduce 
feelings of isolation and loneliness and 
act as a link to other people.”  
“These findings tell us what cat lovers 
have known for years – cats are not 
just great company, low maintenance 
and independent but they are actually 
very good for you,” Hilary Wells, Cats 
Protection, Branch Co-ordinator, 
Basingstoke and District added. “We 
have lots of cats and kittens in our 
care that desperately need new homes 
and, with each one able to offer 
companionship and interaction, 
adopting a cat really can help all of us 
lead mentally healthier lives.” 
 
To adopt a cat from Cats Protection’s 
Basingstoke and District Branch, 
p l e a s e  e m a i l  a d o p t a c a t -
basingstoke@hotmail.co.uk, visit 
www.basingstoke.cats.org.uk or call 
01256 352281. For more information 
about mental health, please visit 
www.mentalhealth.org.uk. 
 
Clare Toombes 
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Hedgehog Care 
The majority of hedgehogs will still be 
in hibernation at this time of year.  
However those that are still awake 
may be struggling to survive. If you see 
a small hedgehog still awake at this 
time of year it will need to be rescued.  
Bring it indoors and put it in a high 
sided box. Place it on a hot water 
bottle – cover the bottle with a towel 
then put the hedgehog on this and 
then cover with another towel. Offer a 
dish of meat based dog or cat food 
and a small dish of water.  Then to find 
a hedgehog rehabilitator near you, call 
the BHPS (see contact details below).   
 
If you are missing your hedgehogs 
here is a “recipe” to create one. 
Tomato and Hummus Hedgehog: 
1 small brown loaf or large bread roll 
2 black olives 
200g carton of hummus 
50g cheddar cheese 
500g cherry tomatoes 
Cocktail sticks 
 
Cut a slice off the top of the bread and 
carefully hollow out the loaf, leaving a 
2cm border (bread removed can be 
cut into cubes and used for dipping).  
Fill hollow with hummus.  To make the 
face, thread one whole olive onto a 
cocktail stick and push into bread half 
way down, for the nose.  Then cut rings 
from the other olive to make the eyes 
and affix to the bread with dollops of 
hummus.  Cut cheese into 1cm cubes 
and thread on to wooden cocktail 
sticks with the cherry tomatoes.  Push 
into bread to act as prickles.   
 
As an alternative use vegetable 
juliennes for the prickles (these can be 
pushed into the hummus). Serves 8-
10. 

If you find a hedgehog in trouble or 
just need advice call the British 
Hedgehog Preservation Society on 
01584 890801 - out of hours there is 
an answer phone directing you to 
further help who as well as advice will 
be able to direct you to your nearest 
hedgehog rehabilitator.  Our web site 
is www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk 
 
Kay Bullen 
 
 

Mad Hair Day 2012 
St. Michael’s Hospice is delighted to 
announce the return of their fun 
campaign Mad Hair Day which will 
take place on Friday 10 February to 
raise much needed funds for the 
Hospice.   
 
The local community are encouraged 
to wear crazy wigs and style their hair 
in weird and wacky ways. Look out for 
the special Mad Hair Day Bus on 
Friday 27 January which will be touring 
the local area and visiting schools and 
companies to spread the word about 
the event. On board the bus, kindly 
donated for the day by Stagecoach, 
will be students from the BCOT 
Hairdressing Department ready to 
show how best to achieve the Mad 
Hair Day look. 
 
For more information about supporting 
Mad Hair Day or holding an event, visit  
www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk or call 
Helena in the Fundraising Department 
o n  0 1 2 5 6  8 4 8 8 4 8  e m a i l 
Helena.Maskell@stmichaelshospice.or
g.uk for a fundraising pack.  
 
Chris Griffiths 
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