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September 2016 
It seems like only a few months since I started editing the Chineham Chat, and 

here I am already taking a break. I am not leaving permanently though (editing the 

Chat is a fascinating task, and such a pleasure to get to know a few more local 

folk!)—just a few months absence owing to maternity leave. Another tiny Chineham 

resident is expected soon in our household, and I shall be taking a few months to 

recover, not to mention trying to get used to life with two small children. Wish us 

luck! 

 

I’m delighted to be leaving you in the capable hands of Fiona Biermann for the 

duration of my leave. Many of you will know her through Linguatastic, or even from 

previous Editorials—Fiona has covered the Chat Editorship in the past (although I 

think this will be her longest continuous stint!). I am so grateful to Fiona for taking 

this on for me at such a busy time. You can still submit your articles to the same 

email address, so here is hoping that the transition will be seamless for our 

wonderful contributors. Wishing you all a lovely end to your summer, and an even 

better autumn season, I expect to be back in the New Year, all being well! 
 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 

A reminder to everyone that we have 

both Sky Sports and BT Sports in the 

club so why not pop in and enjoy all of 

the action from the recently started 

2016/2017 Premier League campaign? 

Full details of the fixtures we will be 

showing on a monthly basis can be 

f o u n d  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e : 

www.chinehamvillageclub.co.uk 
 

During September we will be holding our 

Senior Citizens’ bingo and lunch at 

13.00 in the lounge bar on Thursday 

15th. We also hold Texas Hold ‘Em 

poker sessions on every Sunday 

evening, starting at 19.00. 
 

John Prince 
 

Chineham Village Hall 
We hope you all had a lovely summer 

holiday and managed to take advantage 

of the playground and playing fields to 

keep the children amused during the 

summer school break. As you may have 

noticed, in August we had some 

essential repair work carried out to the 

play equipment, and would offer our 

apologies to anyone who found some 

equipment ‘out of bounds’, and for any 

disappointment or inconvenience this 

may have caused. Our thanks to those 

of you who helped to keep the area clear 

of litter by using the bins to dispose of 

rubbish.  
 

The children will soon be back at school 

and all the regular activities for both pre-

school and school children will return to 

the halls. The timetable for these 

activities, together with the fitness, diet 

and craft classes, is shown on the 

noticeboard at the entrance to the main 

hall. 
 

Anyone interested in hiring the halls for 

weddings, parties, meetings, etc. can 

find a list of FAQs on our website at 

www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk, where 

you can also check availability using the 

online enquiry form. You can also 

contact our Booking Clerk on 07935 

328172 – please leave a message if 

the Bookings Clerk is not available to 

take your call and she will respond as 

soon as possible. 
 

Lynne Hughes 
 

Chineham Library 

Hopefully you have been able to enjoy 

the summer break, whether you have 

been able to go away or have some rest 

time at home. A number of the library 

team have enjoyed time away, while 

others have manned the fort during the 

busyness of the Summer Reading 

Challenge. The Challenge has begun 

really well, with over 600 children 

registering, and over 40 attending the 

themed crafts each week. We have lots 

of exciting prizes to win, so do try to finish 

by 17th September.  
 

Most of the library groups took a break 

for the summer, and will be resuming 

again this month. Colour and Create will 

take place on 14th and 28th Sep, and 

the 12th Oct from 2–4pm. The card 

making group will continue fortnightly on 

Thursday mornings, meeting this month 

on the 8th and 22nd, and would 

welcome new members. Age Concern are 

returning on Wednesday mornings from 

10am–1pm from 7th Sep, offering 

computer tuition to over 50s. The CHIPPS 

reading group for parents with young 

children restarts on 7th Sep, meeting 

from 10–11am. We do not yet have a 

date for the Sep meeting of the Crime 

Reading Group, so please watch social 

media or contact the library for this. 
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The Saturday afternoon Construction Club 

will return weekly after the Summer 

Reading Challenge finishes, with the first 

session being on the 24th Sep. 

Rhymetime will return to the normal three 

sessions from 6th Sep. Storytime will 

continue to take place every Saturday 

through Sep, from 10–10.30am, with 

Saturday crafts resuming on 1st Oct at 

10am. There are also a couple of new 

groups starting for children in the autumn. 

One is the Chatterbooks Group which is 

aimed at primary school age children who 

love reading and exciting activities. This 

commences on 15th Sep from 3.45–

4.45pm, and will meet monthly. The other 

group is the Coding Club, for which further 

information will follow. 
 

We hope that your children are settling 

well at school, and that we will see many 

of you at the Library. Do follow us on social 

media, and we will have news of the final 

figures and prizes from the Summer 

Reading Challenge. 
 

Cathy Foster 
 

Chat Area Distributors 

Needed! 

We need to replace our excellent area 9 

distributor, who has been with us since 

2012. He is off to university next term 

(congratulations Anil!) so this edition is 

the last one he can deliver. The current 

six road distributors in area 9 live in 

various streets off Hanmore Road. We 

also need a replacement for area 10, 

which includes all the roads leading off 

Lillymill Chine. There are six road 

distributors in this area. No-one 

responded to our plea last month for an 

area 1 distributor so we are still looking 

for a volunteer who lives in one of the 

roads off Thornhill Way between Thyme 

Close and Longstock Close. As an area 

distributor, your role will be to deliver the 

correct number of Chats to your road 

distributors at the end of each month.  

Two boxes of Chats and an instruction 

sheet will first be delivered to you. If you 

are unavailable any month, just let us 

know - we have many standby 

distributors. Please join our wonderful 

team of volunteers to keep the Chat in 

circulation! 
 

Laura Romney  

distribution@chinehamchat.com, 817893 
 

Basingstoke Variety Show 
Basingstoke Variety Show will return to 

rock The Anvil on Saturday 1 October in aid 

of the Mayor’s Charity Appeal. Following 

the popular and successful 2015 show, 

the event will showcase a variety of talent 

from soloists, schools and groups in the 

borough. There will be plenty of live music, 

dance and theatrical performances from 

over 300 local performers, including JG 

Dance, BATs Next Gen, Lauren Stephens 

and Laura Whitewell. They will be joined by 

young performers from Everest Community 

Academy, Kings Furlong School, Oakley 

School and several other schools in the 

borough. 
 

Proceeds will go to the Mayor’s Charity 

Appeal. Run through Basingstoke 

Voluntary Action, this will create a 

community chest with money being 

shared to benefit lots of smaller 

community projects and voluntary 

organisations.  
 

Tickets for the show, on Saturday 1 

October at 7.30pm, are £15 for adults and 

£11 for senior citizens (both of which 

include a £2 booking fee). For tickets 

contact The Anvil Box Office on 01256 

844244 or visit www.anvilarts.org.uk. 
 

Oyin Adelakun 
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Chineham WI 

As you might imagine, tea drinking features 

quite highly on the WI agenda, so we were 

very pleased to welcome Terri Read to our 

July meeting to talk to us about the history 

and etiquette associated with tea drinking in 

Britain. To set the mood for her talk, Terri 

wore a vintage 1950s dress and white 

gloves with a delicate porcelain tea set on 

her tea table. Terri gave us an insight into the 

different varieties of tea, tea etiquette and 

even how to read the tea leaves when the 

cup is empty! Following Terri's talk, we held a 

competition for the best homemade scones. 

As we sampled the scones to ascertain a 

winner, it became clear we have some 

excellent bakers among our members! 
 

We do not hold a regular monthly meeting in 

August, but usually arrange a summer 

outing instead. This year we've chosen to 

visit Bombay Sapphire, the gin distillery in 

Whitchurch, but more about that next 

month. Meanwhile, the Scrabble, Gardening 

and Lunch Clubs all continue to meet as 

usual. And members who enjoy crafting 

continue to knit and sew twiddlemuffs, 

which are currently being donated to 

Pemberley House in Basingstoke. 
 

In September the current Chineham WI will 

be 7 years old. There was a previous 

incarnation of Chineham WI which closed a 

number of years previously. We were very 

fortunate to inherit two beautifully 

embroidered tablecloths, an embroidered 

banner and a brass hand bell from the 

original members. We still use and 

appreciate all the items we inherited and 

have added handmade bunting to the 

collection, crafted by current members. It is 

wonderful to continue the traditions of 

crafting with a modern theme.  
 

If you would like to join in the fun at your 

local WI, please come along to our birthday 

party on 26th September at Christ Church, 

Reading Road, at 7:30 pm, where you will 

be warmly welcomed by a lively group of 

local ladies. Chineham WI offer a varied 

programme including intellectual topics, 

craft demonstrations and social events. Our 

upcoming meetings include:  

26 September: 7th Birthday Party—

James Bond (007) theme. 

24 October: Amusing Milestones Tales 

with Deborah Wheeler 

28 November: Musical evening with 

the Chantrelle Singer 
 

We look forward to meeting you. 
 

Pam Malcolm, Chineham WI 
 

Basingstoke Hospital Abseil  

Please come and join us again this year for 

our popular abseil off Basingstoke Hospital 

in aid of North Hampshire Medical Fund! 

Last year was a wonderful success, raising 

almost £11,000 and we are hoping to go 

bigger and better this year. 
 

There is space for 50 people to abseil the 

75ft height. Anyone over 16 can 

participate, and no prior experience is 

necessary. Places are reserved at no cost, 

however, we ask you to pledge to raise a 

sponsorship of £150.00 through a Virgin 

Money or JustGiving Page. Conquer your 

fears, embrace the challenge and raise 

funds to purchase equipment for your 

hospital! 
 

Interested? What you need to do: 

1.Download our Application Form and 

send it back to us. 

2.Join the event on Facebook 

3.Start fundraising on Virgin Money 

Giving or download a sponsorship form. 

See http://www.nhmedicalfund.org/

e v e n t / a b s e i l / ,  e m a i l 

medicalfund:@hhft.nhs.uk, or tel. 

01256 314759. 
 

Georgina Wilkinson 
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Big Wheel 24 

 

Basingstoke turned out in force on 

Sunday 24th July with around 1,000 

cyclists taking part in Big Wheel 24 to 

support their local Hospice and cycle 

around the beautiful Hampshire 

countryside, taking on brand new 

challenging routes and the family 

favourite 5 mile route.  
 

With the weather cooperating, the riders 

enjoyed three routes with the most 

challenging 65 mile route proving 

particularly popular. Once all the 

sponsorship is in, it is hoped the event 

will bring in an amazing £60,000 of vital 

funds helping St. Michael’s Hospice keep 

their services free for the community. 

Little Wheel, for riders between two and 

seven years old, was in its 5th year and 

had its most popular year so far. Lots of 

families took part too with the 5 mile 

route being a perfect introduction to 

cycling events for many of them. 
 

Special thanks must go to Basingstoke 

based company Unum Ltd who 

sponsored the event and to all the 

volunteers who helped out on the day, 

including corporate volunteers from 

Hattingley Valley Wines, Shoosmiths-

Access Legal and Team Amazingstoke 

who each took responsibility for manning 

water stations on the route. The Rotary 

Club of Basingstoke & Deane did a 

fantastic job of taking care of all the car 

parking at Down Grange as well as a 

water station on the route. We were 

supported too by corporate cycling teams 

from AA, De La Rue, Sentinel Housing 

and Shoosmiths-Access Legal. It was 

thanks to the thorough research and 

cycling skills of Ken Robson and Oakley 

Pedalers that the riders were able to 

enjoy new 65, 39 and 21 mile routes. 
 

The event could not have happened 

either without the superb work of the 

fleet of motorbike riders from Unity 

Support Riders, USR, who ensured the 

cyclists’ safety on all the routes. Also 

helping St. Michael’s Hospice to carry off 

the event so smoothly were: Basingstoke 

Rugby Club, JACK fm Berkshire, MJ 

Events, Projected Image, Raynet, Shoot 4 

Goal, St. John Ambulance, and 

Winklebury Cycles. 
 

Laura Hughes, Marketing and Events 

Coordinator, said, ‘We were delighted to 

see so many riders out in the sun 

enjoying themselves on behalf of the 

Hospice, the continued support we 

receive for this event in incredible. As a 

Hospice we rely so much on support from 

the community and for this we are 

forever thankful.’  
 

Sue O’Flinn 
 

Whitchurch Silk Mill Fair 
 

There will be a Country Food and Craft 

Fair at Whitchurch Silk Mill (28, 

Winchester Street, Whitchurch, 

Hampshire, RG28 7AL) on Sunday 

September 25th, 10.30am - 4.00pm.  
 

A fun day out for the whole family with 

live music and games and more stalls 

than ever before, plus the return of the 

popular Boat Race. Come and taste 

your way through the food stalls and 

have a look at the beautiful craft items 

on sale. Craft demonstrations 

throughout the day. Admission: £2.00 

including raffle ticket, under 16s free. 

This is a fund raising event organised 

by the Friends of the Whitchurch Silk 

Mill, and all funds raised go towards 

the Living Weaving Heritage at the Mill. 

info@whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk 
 

Monika Schmidt 
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Nature Notes 

 

As a result of the fiasco with the 

wasps in the garden last year, when I 

spotted the first one, I erected the 

imitation wasp nests and refused to 

put out any jam. However, I have only 

seen two of the beasts and my 

neighbours informed me there is just 

the odd one around. Was this a bad 

year for them? Still, it meant that our 

new puppy was saved the pain of a 

sting as he charged his way round my 

garden. 
 

After years of cat-owning, we now own 

a dog. Before he arrived, I had to 

check for poisonous plants, especially 

the main killers, which are cuckoo pint 

(lords and ladies or jack in the pulpit 

are other names for it), deadly 

nightshade, hemlock, foxglove and the 

Aconitum family such as monkshood 

or winter aconite. Several of the other 

less toxic ones were already well 

established in the garden. I spent a 

number of days transferring these to 

pots at the front of the house. 

Unfortunately, the one killer I have is 

spread around, so I shall have to dig it 

out as it grows in the spring. Not only 

has the garden changed, but l have to 

alter the bird food as sultanas and 

currants are amongst the toxic foods. I 

thought it was only chocolate! In 

addition to eating things, one has to 

be careful of ticks. I was attacked by 

one a few weeks ago, and then had to 

wait ages before I could have a blood 

test. Luckily, the result was negative, 

but the nasty Lyme Disease-carrying 

tick has reached this area, so be 

aware, and check animals frequently. 
 

Hazel and I visited West Green House 

last week, which is not far beyond 

Hook. It was lovely wandering round a 

small portion of the garden set out as 

a potager, with the beds filled with 

summer flowers in coloured groups 

together with vegetables. We watched 

the bees at work and discovered they 

were most active on the buddlejas and 

globe artichokes. Although the 

majority of f lowers were not 

particularly scented wherever we 

spotted any of the buddlejas they were 

covered with bees and butterflies. This 

year it seems to be small tortoiseshell, 

peacock and gatekeeper butterflies, 

even on the bushes here in Chineham. 
 

My expedition to the section of 

grassland by the Tesco roundabout 

finished with a total of 56 named 

flowers and 6 grasses. I noticed that 

instead of the usual line of white 

moon daisies along the dual 

carriageways, this year it is fleabane 

creating an unusually long startling 

yellow band. It was supposed to be the 

plant that witches used to assist 

flying! The flowers are covered with 

fleas, hence the name, and was used 

as an insect repellent because it is 

related to Pyrethrum. The dried plants 

were burned as a fumigant, so 

housewives may have inhaled the 

smoke and suffered hallucinations. 
 

A grey squirrel was seen eating the 

bird seed two weeks ago, so it will 

probably return to wolf down the nuts 

from the hazel tree I have nurtured 

since it was a small sapling  nineteen 

years ago. 
 

Please inform me of any sightings on 

479562 or ginny.wright2@btinternet 
 

Ginny Wright 
ginny.wright2@btinternet.com, 479562 



 

 

Basingstoke Lions Club 

Last month we appointed our first woman 

President, Ann Vicars. Since then she has 

set a number of other precedents: first to 

be stranded in Switzerland by a delayed 

flight on the day of the monthly business 

meeting, first to buy a ticket on another 

flight (also delayed) in an attempt to get to 

the meeting on time, first to take a taxi 

from the station to the meeting, first to 

arrive an hour and twenty minutes late, 

first to re-open a closed meeting to deliver 

her report. And all this while keeping the 

Club members fully informed of progress. 

If that’s not devotion to duty, I don’t know 

what is! 
 

Fundraising: Our final outing of the year 

with the Lions’ Den was to Four Lanes 

Junior School in Chineham. The school put 

on a super, entertaining event (in spite of 

the weather) and we were delighted to 

donate our takings of £99.50. 
 

Welfare: In addition to delivering articles 

of clothing and bedding to the Joshua 

Tree and May Place, and a redundant 

television to a Popley family, we donated 

a total of £600 to two other charities 

involved with looking after carers, and 

pensioners with mental health problems. 
 

Upcoming Events:  

24 Sep:  Motown at the Royal British 

Legion Old Basing: The inimitable 

aficionado Lou Taylor is performing for us 

in aid of replacement of the Maple Ridge 

School for disabled children’s minibus. 

Contact: tony.bamberger@hotmail.co.uk 

or tel 01256 850254. 

13 Oct: World Sight Day stall in Festival Place 

with sight problems related information. 

Contact: av@mypostoffice.co.uk or tel: 

01256 781927. 

29 Oct: Mardi Gras Style Jazz Party at 

Viables Community Hall with the Sussex 

J a z z  K i n g s .  C o n t a c t : 

jhibberd440@btinternet.com  

19 Nov: Quiz Night at the Cliddesden 

Millenium Hall. Brainiacs, maniacs and 

masochis t s  de l i gh t .  Contac t : 

philipjhwilson@btinternet.com or tel: 

01256 352393 

World Peace Poster competition: for 11 

t o  1 3  y e a r  o l d s .  C o n t a c t : 

jomolincoln@btinternet.com or tel: 

01256 325280 

Website: www.basingstokelions.org.uk 

It’s full of good stuff and you can “like 

us” on Facebook and “tweet” us on 

Twitter. You lucky people! 
 

Philip Wilson 
 

Royal British Legion Social Club 

The Royal British Legion Social Club 

presents: The Gary Barlow Tribute Act. 

Saturday 15th October 7.30pm - 12.00 

midnight. £10 per ticket. 80's & 90's 

disco before and after the show. Please 

purchase tickets early to avoid 

disappointment! Club tel: 01256 

465800. 
 

Julie Carver  
 

NHW Cycle Ride Reminder 
Sunday 11th September (unless 

weather is very bad) at Chineham Village 

Hall, Thornhill Way (note change of 

venue). Registration from 1:30pm in the 

Community Room (left of building from 

car park). Traditional ‘Treasure Hunt’ 

format with prizes (thanks to local 

businesses), free refreshments (thanks 

to Sainsbury’s), remember your entry fee 

money (adult £3, child aged five and 

over £1, no unaccompanied children 

please). Cycle helmets strongly advised. 
 

We look forward to seeing you! 
 

Dave Spokes (346027) and Laura 

Romney (817893) 
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Chineham Parish Council 
 

Assisted living scheme planned within the 

Parish: Officers from Hampshire County 

Council attended the August Parish 

Council meeting to provide an initial 

briefing on their plans to develop a site 

off Great Binfields Road. As part of the 

pre-application engagement process with 

local residents, they will have a manned 

display at the Chineham library on 8 

September 2016, 4.30-6.30pm. 
 

Consultation on Manydown Masterplan: 

We have been advised by Basingstoke & 

Deane Borough Council of four drop-in 

events being held in September to give 

the community an opportunity to view, 

discuss and comment on the emerging 

masterplan proposals. These events are 

being held as follows:  

Sat 10 Sep, Basingstoke town centre in 

The Malls, outside Primark, Castle 

Square, 10.30am—4.30pm 

Mon 12 Sep, Buckskin at the Buckskin 

Evangelical Church, Chiltern Way, 

Basingstoke, RG22 5BB, 3.30—7.30pm,  

Fri 23 Sep, Oakley at Oakley Village Hall, 

Andover Road, Basingstoke RG23 7HA, 

3.30—7.30pm 

Sat 24 Sep, Winklebury at the 

Basingstoke Sea Cadets and Community 

Centre, 8 Sycamore Way, Basingstoke 

RG23 8AB, 10.30am—4.30pm.  

For those that are not able to attend, 

the information will also be available 

o n  t h e  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.manydownbasingstoke.co.uk 

where they will be able to give 

feedback. 
 

Request for the re-installation of the bus 

lay-by on Thornhill Way: The Parish 

Council has received correspondence 

from Hampshire County Council which 

states that the Officer believes that the 

recent problems in this location are 

caused by inconsiderate driver behaviour 

and inappropriate over-taking rather than 

a lack of a bus lay-by. The Officer has 

confirmed that Hampshire County 

Council will be identifying and 

implementing a scheme to deter vehicles 

from overtaking and that the Parish 

Council will be consulted in due course. 
 

Overgrown vegetation: This is a plea to 

keep an eye on your boundary hedges 

and borders.  Please keep them cut back 

and don’t allow them to encroach on 

public footpaths. 
 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 12 September 

2016.  The Meeting starts at 7.45pm and 

will take place in the Community Rooms 

at the Chineham Village Hall. The Parish 

Council is here to help the residents of 

Chineham, so if there is a Chineham 

issue you are concerned about, please 

feel free to contact the Clerk, Sally 

Jackson on 474500 or email 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the Assistant 

Clerk, Julia Johnston on 324345 or email 

assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk during 

office hours only please. The Parish 

Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Sally Jackson 

 

Assisted Living Scheme  
 

Hampshire County Council is proposing to 

develop an assisted living scheme on 

land at the junction of Great Binfields 

Road and Binfields Farm Lane in 

Chineham. Members of the project team 

will be hosting a display of the proposals 

at Chineham Library on Thursday 8th 

September between 4.30pm and 

6.30pm. Please come along to meet the 

team and view the plans. 
 

Julia Johnston 
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Cover Up Campaign 
Men who spend long periods of time 

outdoors are being urged to protect 

themselves against the sun this summer 

amid a rise in the number of people being 

diagnosed with skin cancer in the South 

East. Farmers, builders, sportsmen and 

gardeners are all being urged to “Cover 

Up, Mate” because of their prolonged 

exposure to the sun – and men are a 

particular focus because research 

indicates that they are much less likely 

than women to slap on the sunscreen. 
 

Latest statistics from Cancer Research 

show that since the late 1970s, skin 

cancer incidence rates have more than 

quadrupled (360% increase) in Great 

Britain. The increase is larger in males 

where rates have increased more than six-

fold (544% increase), than in females 

where rates have more than tripled (263% 

increase). In Hampshire, the incidence of 

malignant melanoma per 100,000 

population is more than 46% above the 

national average, so we have a severe 

problem in our area. 
 

Simple advice is: 

•Use at least factor 15 sunscreen in the 

sun and use plenty of it. 

•Apply sunscreen to all exposed skin – 

don’t forget your neck and ears and your 

head if you have thinning or no hair. 

•Wear sunglasses and a hat. 

•Take particular care if have fair skin, 

moles or freckles, red or fair hair, or light-

coloured eyes. 
  
If you have any questions please look at 

the NHS Choices advice on sun safety: 

http://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/skin/Pages/

Sunsafe.aspx 
 

Enjoy the summer! 
 

Gilly Duckworth 

Probus Club 
Retired head teacher, Richard Tanner, gave 

the Basingstoke Probus Club an insight into 

the Incense Routes that were important to 

the Middle East well before and after Christ. 

How was the highly valued incense 

produced and from where? The Queen of 

Sheba featured too. Incenses include 

frankincense and myrrh, and emit a 

fragrance when burned. Resins are collected 

from certain tree barks during winter, found 

only in the arid regions of Southern Arabia 

and to a lesser degree in Eastern Africa.  
 

The route taken by traders began by sea 

along the coast of Dhofar to the port of 

Qana in Yemen. Sailing the Red Sea was 

dismissed because of difficult winds and 

pirates. The inland route used camel 

trains and ran for 1500 miles parallel with 

the Red Sea through Medina and Petra, 

thence to Gaza on the Mediterranean 

coast. The locals were Nabataeans who 

developed skills in water management by 

collecting and storing in reservoirs. They 

built 65 fortresses and resting stations 

along the route set a day’s walk apart, 

while the journey could take three months. 
 

The Incense Route peaked during the 2nd 

century AD. There was a reduction in 

demand when Christianity became 

established and further decline from the 

7th century with the advent of Islam. The 

trade route died out and the resting 

stations were deserted. And the Queen of 

Sheba? Coming from the kingdom of Saba, 

in present day Yemen, she travelled the 

Incense Route to Jerusalem seeking the 

Wisdom of Solomon. She brought the same 

gifts the Magi brought to the infant Jesus. 
 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e e 

www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com or ring 

Secretary Paul Flint on 07770 886521. 
 

Paul Flint 
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County and Borough 

Councillor Elaine Still 

 

Road Works in Chineham: The major 

scheme to upgrade Binfields and 

Crockford roundabouts is now fully 

funded and an advanced works package 

will be undertaken in preparation for the 

main contractor commencing early in 

2017. The funding was secured from the 

Local Enterprise Partnership, local 

Developer Contributions, and 

Basingstoke’s "New Homes Bonus". 
 

The introduction of traffic signal control on 

the Crockford (red man) roundabout will 

cut queue lengths and waiting times for 

vehicles leaving the park. In addition, the 

A33 and Crockford Lane approaches to 

the roundabout will be widened as well as 

that on the roundabout. During the works, 

disruption will be kept to a minimum by 

ensuring the existing number of lanes are 

in operation during peak times 

throughout the construction period. 
 

Likewise, improvements to traffic flow and 

traffic lights at the Binfields (Tesco) 

roundabout will help ease the problems 

of getting onto the roundabout from 

Chineham, especially during rush hour. 
 

Regarding the pedestrian crossing on the 

north part of Crockford Lane, HCC have 

reviewed the highway boundary records 

and believe there is scope to trim back 

the vegetation around the corner to 

increase visibility to cars coming round 

the corner. This will be looked at in 

greater detail and I will keep you informed 

of progress. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747862913 

Website: elainestill.com/

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
 

The proposed reinstatement of the 

bus layby at the Village Hall will 

unfortunately not now happen. HCC 

with advise from Stagecoach have 

concluded that there are too many 

physical constraints impeding the 

project and will now actively explore 

another solution to prevent the 

dangerous overtaking manoeuvres 

from taking place. 

 

As the expected increase in housing is 

starting to come forward from 

developers as specified in the Local 

Plan, the Ward Councillors are 

pressing for effective solutions to the 

highway issues that this generates 

including the burden of construction 

traffic that is inevitable. This combined 

with the six-month delay to the A339/

A33 roundabout work, is a priority for 

us to prevent any adverse impact onto 

the residents of Chineham as we have 

recently suffered. 

 

I would like to stress the importance of 

everyone keeping vigi lant for 

suspicious persons around Chineham 

to try to counter the recent flurry of 

break-ins that are detailed elsewhere 

in this edition of the Chat. In the hot 

weather it is natural to leave windows 

open for fresh air but be cautious if 

you then leave the house or work in 

the back garden. 

 

Enjoy the summer. 
 

Paul Miller 

Tel: 01256 467400 

Mobile: 07777 659022 

cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  



 

 

Limelighters present EVITA 
 

BAOS Limelight is proud to present 

Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice’s 

mus ica l  a nd  aw ard  w inn ing 

masterpiece – EVITA. The show 

features the smash hits: ‘Don’t Cry For 

Me Argentina’, ‘Another Suitcase In 

Another Hall’ and ‘On this Night of a 

Thousand Sta rs ’ .  A rgent ina’s 

controversial First Lady, Eva Peron, is 

the subject of this dynamic true story 

which is told through captivating 

musical compositions and dance with 

Latin and jazz influences. The musical 

starts from her humble beginnings 

through to the extraordinary wealth, 

power and status which ultimately led 

her to be heralded as the ‘spiritual 

leader of the nation’. 
 

The group are all aged between 12 

and 18 and from the Basingstoke and 

North Hampshire area. Director 

Richard Cox returns to Limelight and 

promises to make this our best 

production yet. Simon Eastwood 

retains the baton as Musical Director 

while seventeen year old Limelighters 

Zoë Blackall and Hattie Brannam will 

work together on the choreography. 

Limelight’s production of EVITA will be 

on at Queen Mary’s Hall, Queen Mary’s 

College, Basingstoke from Thurs 27th 

to Sat 29th October 2016. 
 

The Limelighters will be hoping to 

repeat the success of their last two 

productions, “Grease” and ”Into the 

Woods” which were both runners up in 

the NODA (National Operatic and 

Dramatic Association) SE region Youth-

West award and received an Accolade 

for Excellence. Tickets are priced at 

£14 for adults and £11 for 

concessions including col lege 

students, and are available from 

www.baos.ticketsource.co.uk Family 

tickets cost £45. For more information 

and group bookings please contact 

baoslimelight@yahoo.co.uk. 
 

Wendy Blackall 

 

Planning Notice 

 

After the successful fight to stop the 

electricity storage unit being built in 

Chineham I thought I should alert 

residents that there is a planning 

application in to build a 15KW storage 

unit on a picnic area in Basing Woods.  
 

I'm sure many Chineham residents use 

the footpath under the railway to 

access this wonderful place with its 

wildlife and scenery. I know there are 

organised walks in this area of the 

woods for the elderly and new mums 

and babies. I myself go there after 

work with my dogs and the peace and 

beauty of the woods seems to take the 

stress of the day away. The picnic area 

needs to have some picnic tables 

installed for use by school parties etc 

and certainly should not be used for 

siting an electricity plant. 
 

There was a planning notice near the 

entrance to the carpark on Carpenters 

Down and I assumed this was 

connected to the community hall or 

nursery buildings. This notice was only 

there for a few days and then it 

disappeared. There has never been 

any notice on the site itself or on any 

of the entrances to the woods. Please 

alert your readers to this threat to our 

wildlife and open spaces so that they 

can send in their objections to the 

council before it is too late. 
 

Gill Wilson 
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Minister’s Message 

As I write this message in August a TV 

jingle comes to my mind. It goes like this 

“the most wonderful time of the year”. It 

was, I think, to do with buying school 

equipment for a new school year and the 

whole idea of parents being happy to 

have their youngsters back at school.  
 

Back at school suggests something the 

same and yet the start of a new school 

year, which September brings, is very 

often for the youngsters not a return to 

the same but involves change. It can 

mean starting a new class with a new 

teacher or even a new school. But then 

that’s not a problem for youngsters is it? 

Change is easy when you are young. In 

fact it is part of life, changing friends, 

schools, where you live, what you do and 

so on. It is only as we get older that we 

get stuck in our ways and change is more 

of a challenge. That, however, leads me 

to question whether it is good to get 

stuck? Then from that I wonder surely 

change is good for us isn’t it?  
 

Change it seems to me is part of life 

whether we are six or sixty. We have our 

birthdays, another year gone. September 

brings autumn as the seasons change. 

So like it or not change is there and I 

want to suggest that change brings a 

freshness to life which can enhance life. 

It might only be in little things such as not 

always going the same way to a place you 

visit often or not always parking in the 

same spot. At home every so often I 

move the pictures round. Small changes 

can help us cope with bigger ones which 

will come. 
 

We all know that life is a journey, often in 

the Christian world it is called a 

pilgrimage. As a journey it involves 

change and as such surely it is better to 

embrace it rather than dread it. One 

article I read on change suggested that 

we try to let excitement trump fear. It 

suggests we focus on the excitement of 

possibilities, of a better life, of being 

happier. The future is exciting and that 

excitement can override your fear if you 

allow it to. For me the recognition that 

God is with me as I step forward into new 

things is both a comfort and an 

encouragement to take those steps and 

make those changes. 
  
Life does involve change so let’s be 

positive about it in both the small things 

and the big and find that, especially with 

God’s help, change can be good. 
 

Ian Bentley 

Minister at Christ Church Chineham 
 

Christ Church Activities 
Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am—no 

charge, all welcome! The 9am service 

tends to be quieter and more reflective; we 

have a music band with drums and guitars 

at the 10.30am services when we also 

have groups for children and young people 

of all ages from babies to 18+. During 

September we will commence a new 

sermon series based on Acts entitled “To 

be a holy priesthood; learning from the 

growing Church”. Our sermons are 

recorded and are available on our website 

along with the sermon text at 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk    
 

Prayer: is there something you would like 

prayer for? Do let us know – contact details 

below. If you would like to come and pray 

you are most welcome: our Prayer Room is 

open whenever the building is open. Drop 

in to sit and pray in silence, or we can 

arrange for someone to pray with you. We 

meet weekly to pray on alternate Sunday 

and Monday evenings; you would be most 

welcome to join us (please contact the 

office for details). 
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Coffee and Co: our Monday morning café 

will re-open after the summer break on 

Monday 5 Sep. Open to all, delicious coffee 

and cakes are available, along with toys for 

the children and a warm welcome! 
 

Luncheon Club: 27 Sep, 12noon. Everyone 

is invited to join us for a tasty two course 

meal—£4 for adults, £2 for children. All 

welcome, no need to book.  A service of Holy 

Communion is held beforehand at 11am—

you are welcome to either event or both! 
 

New group for older/retired people: 13 Sep 

1-3pm. This is a new social/support group; 

no charge, all welcome.  We will be having a 

talk by Kevin Jones of the RNLI (donations 

welcome) and an opportunity to do some 

gentle seated exercises. We will also be 

announcing the name of the group as 

voted for by the members! If you are 

interested in coming along and/or helping 

you would be most welcome. 
 

Listening Training: 1 October. If you would 

be interested in attending please contact 

Ruth Randall for details.  
 

CCBBies: Thursdays 10-11.15am, 

restarting 8th Sep. On offer: free play, Bible 

stories, crafts, refreshments, friendship and 

fun; each week the children have a simple 

craft to take home and if the weather is 

good we will play out on the patio.  Parents/

carers are required to stay with their 

children – all welcome! 
 

Messy Church: 12 Sep, 3.45 onwards. 

3.45pm games/refreshments (so you can 

come straight from school), 4.15pm 

activities, 5.15pm supper, 5.45pm time to 

go home! Families are invited to join us as 

we learn about Jesus and the Bible 

together in a creative way; this month we 

will be looking at the story of the "Ten 

Lepers" and making "yukky looking stuff"!  
 

Kids’ Club: please contact us for details. 
 

C3Y: Fridays, 8-9.30pm. Our youth club for 

young people in year 6 and upwards is open 

for fun and games every Friday from 9 

September. The entrance fee is just £1; bring a 

friend as well as some spare change for tuck. 
 

Shoebox filling: 3 Oct, afternoon. Our 

annual session filling shoeboxes with 

donations; we need lots of helpers so if you 

can assist we would be delighted to see 

you. Please contact the office for timings. 

There will be refreshments! 
 

Charity collections: we collect stamps (new 

and used), ink cartridges, postcards, 

spectacles, socks, tools, bedding, tins/

packets of food, and supermarket milk bottle 

tops for various charities. We can find a 

home for most things so if you have anything 

you would like to pass on do contact us!   
 

Room hire: rooms are available to hire either 

on a one-off or regular basis.  Contact us for 

details or look on our website 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk. Prices 

start at £8 per hour (Community Rate) which 

includes use of the kitchen/snack bar where 

tea, coffee, sugar and squash are provided. 

Groups that regularly hire the church include 

the Guides and Women’s Institute, along with 

a range of University of the Third Age groups 

including Bridge, Rummikub and Computing.. 

A new Spanish group for children is starting on 

Saturdays in September.   
 

Ruth Randall 
 

Space Available 

A lady who lives in Chineham has some 

space that she would be willing to hire out in 

return for a small fee. It is the size of half of 

a garage and has external access; she 

would not want people visiting on a daily 

basis or doing work on her driveway, but if 

you are looking for some storage space this 

may suit you. If you are interested please 

contact Ruth Randall at Christ Church in the 

first instance on 01256 474280.   
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Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 
 

The August meeting speaker was Alan Grace 

who gave a talk about women in the First 

World War. He started by giving a 

background to the conflict, its spread 

internationally, and how the shelling of 

Hartlepool, Scarborough and Whitby in 

December 1914 involved the whole civilian 

population in the war and gave women the 

impetus to show that they could make their 

contribution while men were fighting on the 

front line. Despite opposition from the War 

Office organisations such as The Women’s 

Emergency Corps and the First Aid Nursing 

Yeomanry were founded and women 

worked in a whole range of occupations 

previously done by men.  
 

Women’s football became popular and 

women such as Flora Sandes (who joined 

the Serbian Army and was the only British 

woman to become an officer), Gladys Storey 

(the Bovril lady), the Duchess of Sutherland 

(who sent nurses to the front) and the 

Duchess of Westminster (who set up a 

military hospital in Le Touquet) all 

contributed to the war effort. Alan illustrated 

his talk by playing recordings of interviews 

made by the BBC with some of the women 

involved in these undertakings and he also 

had with him some WW1 mementos. 
 

The next meeting is on 7th September when 

Tony King will be the speaker on Hollywood 

to Broadway by Train. The group meets on 

the first Wednesday of each month at 

Brookvale Village Hall from 10am to 12noon 

and all retired Civil Servants and their 

partners are welcome. Further details can be 

obtained from Secretary Tony Brazier on 

418770 or at bjmapbr@ntlworld.com and if 

you would like to join any of our trips please 

contact Kate Lambeth on 328791. 
 

David Cowling 

Great Binfields Primary 

School Open Mornings 

Is your child due to start school in 

September 2017?  If so, we have 

arranged some Open Mornings on the 

following dates: 

•Tuesday 11 October 

•Wednesday 9 November 

•Thursday 17 November 
 

Tours will start at 9.30am and 10.30am 

on each of the mornings. This is an 

opportunity to see our school at work and 

to talk to some of the pupils who will be 

conducting tours on these days. Our 

Headteacher, Miss Jules Rogers, and 

Deputy Headteacher, Miss Nicki Lyddon, 

will be available to meet you and answer 

any questions you may have. 
 

If you would like to attend please contact 

the school office on 01256 460532 and 

we will be happy to book an appointment 

for you. 
 

Helen Worgan 
 

Chineham Conservation Group 

The group will start its new season on 

Sunday 11th Sept. From 10am-1pm we will 

be surveying Great Sorrels Copse, to make 

plans for future coppicing and checking out 

the flora and fauna in general. If time 

permits we will go on to Guinea Copse for 

the same purpose. Meet at the bridge in 

Mulberry Way, by the grassy area. This will 

be a good chance to meet the group and 

find out about future work parties and plans 

for other events. Tea and coffee provided. 
 

The group will meet on the 2nd Sunday of 

each month through the autumn, winter and 

spring with further details in future Chats. For 

more info on conservation volunteering in 

general please see the council website. 
 

Helen Haider 
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NWR  
Our meeting this month exercised our 

brains, with a music quiz prepared by 

one of our members. It was a good 

opportunity to refresh our memories, 

learn a few things and hear a range of 

beautiful music, some familiar and some 

that was new to many of us. Our 

meeting ended as usual with 

refreshments and a chance to chat. An 

excellent way to spend an afternoon. 
 

Our lunch club this month is on 23rd 

August at The Water Witch, Odiham and 

will be preceded by a walk along the 

canal. With a nod to the Olympics in Rio, 

our September meeting on 5th at 2pm, 

will be a virtual visit to Brazil where we will 

learn a little bit more about the history, 

culture, food, etc., including samples of 

the latter. 
 

If you would like to find out more about 

NWR there is a lot of information on the 

website: nwr.org.uk and to find out more 

about our group in particular, or to come 

along to any of our meetings (to check 

us out with no obligation to join) please 

contact Diane, tel: 01256 325554, 

email: diane.hope@tiscali.ci.uk or 

Evelyn, tel: 01256 816636, email: 

evelyncjjones@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Diane Hope 
 

Can you Ring a Bell?  
Could you help ring the bells at our 

neighbouring church in Sherfield?  New 

recruits are needed to keep this ancient 

and enjoyable activity alive.  Adults and 

teenagers are welcome.  Musical ability 

and church going are both optional. 

Please contact Chris Ford (01256 

470174) for more details or to arrange a 

no obligation visit. 
 

Chris Ford 
 

Linguatastic 

Sadly, the European Survey on Language 

Competences (ESLC) showed English 

youngsters to be among the worst in 

Europe at foreign languages. Languages 

will be a requirement from age seven from 

next year and is a step in the right 

direction. However, many schools do not 

have funds to employ a specialist 

language teacher. As such, classroom 

teachers are being thrown in the deep 

end, having to learn from textbooks, just a 

few steps ahead of children, having 

trouble stringing sentences together, 

lacking authentic accents and a real 

understanding and passion for languages.  
 

Maybe celebrations like “European Day of 

Languages” can help create more interest 

for other languages and cultures and plant 

seeds in the brains of future linguists? On 

26th Sep, it is the aforementioned day and 

so Linguatastic would like to share some 

interesting facts with readers: 

•There are 6-7000 languages in the world, 

spoken by 7 billion people in 189 

independent states. 

•At least half of the world’s population are bi- or 

plurilingual, i.e. speak two or more languages. 

•Many languages have 50,000 words or 

more, but individuals normally know and 

use only a fraction: in everyday conversation 

just the same few hundred words. 

•Languages are constantly in contact with 

each other and affect each other in many 

ways: English borrowed words and 

expressions from many other languages in 

the past, European languages are now 

borrowing many words from English. 
 

For more interesting facts about 

languages, visit: www.edl.ecml.at. For 

more information on learning a 

language locally (all age groups), visit: 

www.linguatastic.com or tel 471474. 
 

Fiona Biermann 
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News from the Beat 
I would like to take the opportunity to formally 

introduce myself to all residents of 

Chineham, my name is PCSO 16299 Krystof 

Nadvornik and I am one of your new local 

officers, serving alongside your established 

officer, PCSO 15936 Nicole Wheatley. Firstly I 

wish to share the good news with all 

members of the Chineham community that 

we finally have a replacement for PC James 

Charlton, who has sadly been relocated to a 

different station, in the form of PC 1395 Neil 

Piper whom I am sure you will have the 

opportunity to meet in the coming months. 

PC Piper has been an officer for over 25 

years and brings an immense amount of 

experience and knowledge and I am 

confident will be a valuable addition to our 

local Neighbourhood Team.  
 

Following a recent but isolated spike in 

burglaries where the offenders have targeted 

the keys to cars inside properties I would like 

to remind residents of the importance of 

maintaining a high level of home security. I 

would urge everyone to take extra 

precautions when securing their household 

at all times in an effort to discourage any 

opportunistic offenders. These basic steps 

include keeping windows and doors locked 

at all times, securing all valuable items out of 

sight and retaining all sets of keys on your 

person even when within the household, 

especially at night.  
 

There have been a number of arrests in 

response to these incidents as well as an 

increased amount of patrols within all 

targeted areas. The police are, however, 

asking all residents to work alongside the 

police in an effort to identify who is 

responsible for these incidents by remaining 

vigilant and reporting any and all suspicious 

behaviour to the police using the non-urgent 

101 number. We have also been working in 

close partnership with the Chineham 

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme whom have 

proven invaluable, providing the police with 

excellent first-rate intelligence. I would 

therefore ask all local residents to check 

whether your street falls under a pre-existing 

NHW Scheme and sign up if possible or 

alternatively consider setting one up. 
 

PCSO Nicole Wheatley 12936, PCSO Krystof 

Nadvornik 16299 and PC 1395 Neil Piper. 
 

Greening Chineham 

Hopefully you have been enjoying the 

school holidays and summer break–

gardening, composting, cycling, going for 

walks or enjoying visits to the coast. Thank 

you to those of you who have been in 

touch; it is good to know people really do 

read these notes. 
 

September sees the Basingstoke Green 

Week which runs from Sat 17th to Mon 

26th. Yes, it is a long week but this is 

because there have been so many 

environmentally-friendly activities to cram 

in this year. There are many free events 

such as cycle rides and guided walks, a 

furniture repair demonstration, an 

introduction to off-grid solar power, 

markets, pop up stalls in Festival Place 

and much more. Here in Chineham on 

Mon 19th Sep at Christ Church from 

10am—12pm there will be a SWAP SHOP 

of children's toys, books and baby clothes 

as well as some information from Love 

Food Hate Waste. Do drop in if you can 

and maybe even stay for a drink at Coffee 

and Co afterwards. 
 

For more detailed information about events 

please look out for green programmes 

available from the railway station, library and 

church - they are disappearing fast. More 

i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n 

basingstoke.gov.uk/climatechange or contact 

me at jeanmartyn123@btinternet.com.   
 

Jean Wilde 
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Samaritans Basingstoke 
There will be a Charity Football Match to 

raise funds and awareness of the work of 

the Samaritans in the local community. The 

Basingstoke Samaritans Charity Football 

Match is between two teams of ex-

Basingstoke League players from the past 

25 years. The game will take place on 

Saturday 17th September with the kick-off 

at 3pm at The FA Hampshire HQ in 

Winklebury. Admission £3 adult and £1 

child. All proceeds go directly to the 

Samaritans. 
 

At Samaritans we know the value of 

listening. Talk to us any time, in your own 

way, and off the record - about whatever is 

getting to you. It is free to call the Samaritans 

on 116123 at any time. Basingstoke 

Samaritans is always looking for new 

volunteers and we hold regular information 

evenings on the second Thursday of each 

month at 7:30pm—8:30pm. Check out our 

page on the Samaritans website at http://

www.samaritans.org/. 
 

Matthew Holman 
 

Basingstoke Tappers 
Heading for the Haymarket is a formidable 

team of musicians, dancers and singers to 

headline "Hold Back the Night" on 16/17 

September. Tracey Kinchenton's latest 

creation for the Basingstoke Tappers & Jazz 

Dance Co. celebrates 25 years of 

entertainment here in Basingstoke as the 

“Tappers” (now based at the Irish Centre) 

started their journey here in Chineham. With 

40+ highly acclaimed shows to their credit 

the Tappers are no strangers to The 

Haymarket, The Anvil and London's West 

End for their productions, plus Southend and 

Watford for the final of a National Talent 

competition. 
 

The loss of Chineham resident June 

Kinchenton, who hand made over 1000 

costumes, initiated a temporary change of 

direction for the team in 2008. The Tappers 

community project took the theatre 

experience to various organisations 

including children's hospice Naomi House. 

June's costumes and scintillating dance 

routines will feature in "Hold Back the Night" 

along with a professional line up of singers 

and musicians. Tickets available from Anvil 

Arts. See www.basingstoketappers.com. 
 

Tracey Kinchenton 
 

Music with Mummy /Jolly Babies 
Music with Mummy and Jolly Babies are 

weekly music classes in the Chineham 

Village Hall Community Room, every 

Tuesday morning during term time, starting 

6th Sep. Classes are small and friendly to 

allow for lots of individual attention. Jolly 

Babies is for babies from birth to fourteen 

months and Music with Mummy for children 

aged one to four years. Booking is essential 

as places are limited to ten per class. 
 

Each session is structured with a 

combination of action songs, percussion, 

bouncing, dancing and listening. The weekly 

classes not only encourage early social 

skills, bonding between child and parent 

and early speech development, but they are 

also a perfect way of meeting other parents.  
 

Music with Mummy takes place in 

Chineham every Tuesday at 10:30 and Jolly 

Babies at 11:15. Parents book and pay in 

advance for each half term. Classes also in 

Bramley on Mon, Oakley on Wed, Old Basing 

on Thurs and Hatch Warren on Fri. The 

autumn half term of six weeks costs £28.50 

with pro rata reductions for joining part way 

through. Try a class for free before booking, 

provided space is available. Contact Cathy to 

c h e c k  a v a i l a b i l i t y :  e m a i l 

cathy.musicwithmummy@gmail.com or tel: 

07766 931170 for more information. 
 

Cathy Rowe 



 

 

Four Lanes Community 

Centre 
 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: Wed 

9.30-11.00am, £12.00 for 6 weeks or 

£2.50 per week on a drop-in basis. For 

mums/dads, babies and pre-school 

children. Life with young children  can 

be exciting, exhausting, rewarding, 

challenging, joyful and daunting. Come 

and join us and have fun. There will be 

a range of activities including indoor 

and outdoor toys, arts and crafts, 

stories and rhymes, drinks and 

biscuits, all based in a safe and 

welcoming environment. Please 

contact us to register your interest. 
 

ZUMBA: Zumba is a popular fitness 

programme inspired by Latin dance. 

It’s the best way to lose weight while 

enjoying high energy and motivating 

dance moves alongside fantastic 

dance music. Mondays 7.30pm to 

8.30pm, Tuesdays 7.00pm to 8.00pm. 

Cost: £6.00 pay as you go. Contact 

Rina Mistry 07971 553658. 
 

Clubbercise: bring a night out to your 

work out. Fun, easy to follow dance 

fitness routines using glowsticks to 

club anthems from the 90’s to the 

latest chart music. Taught in a 

darkened room with disco lights. 

Thursdays 8.00pm to 8.45pm, classes 

to be booked in advance on https://

bookwhen.com/clubbercisewithaimee 

or  https ://www.facebook.com/

clubbercisewithaimee/ 
 

Hatha Yoga: No previous experience 

required, suitable for all levels. 

Payable in blocks of 6 weeks cost 

£30.00 or drops in welcome at £6.00 

per class. For further information and 

to book the course please contact Kati 

on 07450 226719 or emai l 

pumpkinyoga@gmail.com. 
 

L inguatast ic :  Languages  wi th 

Linguatastic include French and 

Spanish before school clubs; Italian, 

Spanish and French for adults; and 

French for secondary school pupils. 

For further information please email 

info@linguatastic.com or phone 

471474. 
 

GOL (Football): Mondays (3.40pm to 

4.40pm) at Junior School and 

Tuesdays (3.40pm to 4.40pm) at 

Infant School. Contact: Doreen at GOL 

on 01256 381652 . 

 

Good Companions—over 55s Group: 

Come along and enjoy tea and 

homemade cake with a variety of 

speakers and activities. Events 

available on request. Four Lanes 

Community Centre, 3rd Tuesday of 

every month. Events available on 

request. 
 

Holiday Play Scheme – Summer 

Holidays: The Holiday Play Scheme is a 

great idea to keep your children 

entertained during the school holidays. 

Open to school children aged from 4 to 

11 years. The Holiday Play Scheme 

provides a fabulous day of activities 

supervised by our friendly and 

professional team to keep the children 

amused with arts and crafts, sports, 

games and fun food.  The Holiday Play 

Scheme runs through every school 

holiday and inset days and is lots of 

fun. We have 2 options for sessions: 

Session A: 8.30am-4.00pm, price £14.75 

Session B: 8.30am-5.30pm, price £18.00 

The above clubs are available to Infant 

and Junior children who attend school 

full time. 
 

Virginia Wyatt 
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Basingstoke Discovery Centre 
 

To book a place, order online from 

www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php, 

visit Basingstoke Discovery Centre in 

Festival Place, or call 01256 478670. 

Advance book ing  is  s t rong l y 

recommended. To find out more about 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre and 

H a m p s h i r e  L i b r a r i e s  v i s i t 

www.hants.gov.uk/bsdc, http://

www3.hants.gov.uk/library/bsdc.htm,  

https://twitter.com/BasingstokeDC or 

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

BasingstokeDC. 

 

September events: 

 

Miniprofessors—taster session: 

Monday 19th and 29th, 9.40am (ages 

3-4) and 10.40am (ages 2-3), free of 

charge. A taster session: These 40 

minute-classes are especially tailored 

for young scientists aged 2-4 years 

old. Experiments – Singing – Stories – 

Interactive – Come along and nurture 

a lifelong passion for science! 

 

Skeletons in the Family Cupboard: 

Tuesday 20th, 2pm, cost £5. After 

finding a skeleton in her own family 

cupboard, Judy Davies set out to find 

out what happened to three men who 

were sentenced to transportation in 

1849. Her journey of discovery was to 

take her through many archives and 

take many twists as she pursued her 

ancestor to Australia where the final 

episode of his life was uncovered. 

 

Get to Know Your iPads: Tuesday 20th 

and 27th, 9.30am-12.30pm, cost £20 

for a 2 session course. Suitable for 

beginners. Find your way around an 

iPad and learn how to get the most out 

of its applications. (Limited number of 

iPads available to borrow – please 

make your request at time of booking). 

 

Learn to Solve Cryptic Crosswords: 

Saturday 24th, 10am-1pm, cost £15. 

Ever wondered how cryptic crosswords 

work? Want to improve your memory? 

Join Ben Summers from Crossword 

Tutors to unlock your creative talent 

and begin to solve those tricky 

crossword clues. (Please bring a 

crossword with cryptic clues with you). 

  

Phil Jarvis 

 

Learn to Play Bridge   
 

If you’ve always thought you would like to 

learn to play bridge, but have just never 

got round to it, if you would like to try 

something new and challenging which 

opens up a wide new social circle for you 

and introduces you to a game that can 

be enjoyed at so many different levels, if 

you played a little years ago, but have 

forgotten most of what you ever learned, 

if you’ve never even played cards before, 

but would like to see what it is all about: 

why not come along to Basingstoke 

Bridge Club on Tuesday 27th September 

at 7.15 pm? We have been running 

classes for beginners for 7 years now, 

and every year some class members go 

on to become members of the club and 

most become as addicted to the game 

as the rest of us.  

 

Beginners’ classes take place on 

Tuesday evenings (7.15 to 10.00 pm). 

The course runs from September to July 

with various breaks for holidays. The cost 

is £60.00 for each of the three terms of 

ten lessons. The first of these evenings is 

entirely free. You will find yourself playing 

a mini version of bridge on the very first 
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night. Each lesson comprises about 20-

30 minutes teaching followed by lots of 

practice hands to play. You will receive 

notes and copies of the hands with 

commentary every week, together with 

some homework to keep you up to 

speed. The course is run by Chris and 

Helen Kinloch who can be contacted by 

e-mail: kinloch@btinternet.com or 

telephone 01264 333175. 

 

Basingstoke Bridge Club is a very friendly 

club with about 180 members. Visitors 

are always welcome. We have bridge 

every day from Monday to Friday. Our 

main evenings are Mondays and Fridays, 

and there is also bridge on Tuesday and 

Wednesday afternoons. Table money for 

visitors is £3.00 on these occasions. 

Thursday evenings (“Starters’ Nights”) 

are for less experienced players who do 

not feel ready to join the other sessions. 

The first Thursday you play you will not 

be charged. Thereafter sessions cost 

£2.00 for visitors. (For more information 

about Thursdays, telephone George 

Collins on 01256 780940 or Arthur 

Whittaker on 01256 334496.)  

 

The club address is Maydene, Sherborne 

Road, Basingstoke RG21 5TG. For more 

information see our web site:  

www.basingstokebridgeclub.co.uk or 

telephone Helen on 01264 333175. 
 

Helen Kinloch 

 

Peace Garden Project  
 

Volunteers are needed to help 

Basingstoke’s Peace Garden bloom in 

time for the centenary of the end of 

the First World War in 2018. 

Basingstoke and Deane Mayor Cllr 

Jane Frankum is calling on community-

minded residents to dig for victory at 

the new garden in War Memorial Park. 

The Mayor said: “I’m hoping more 

res idents  and bus inesses  in 

Basingstoke and Deane will come 

forward to help the Peace Garden 

volunteer group in many ways - from 

fundraising and sponsorship to getting 

involved at root level with the 

construction and planting. The Peace 

Garden is an inspirational project 

which promises to bring the 

community together in a very special 

tribute to the 100th anniversary of the 

end of the First World War and local 

people’s part in it.”  

 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough 

Council has been working with the 

community volunteers that have come 

forward to create a steering group for 

the project to create a design for the 

Peace Garden, which can be viewed at 

w w w . b a s i n g s t o k e . g o v . u k /

peacegarden. The garden, to be 

situated between the London Road 

entrance to the park and the aviary, 

will celebrate peace, while also 

commemorating the sacrifices of 

forces’ personnel and civilians and the 

role played by the borough in World 

War One and subsequent conflicts.  

 

The Peace Garden team is ready and 

willing to visit schools, community 

groups and businesses to discuss the 

project and explain how people of all 

ages can get involved. For more 

information or to ask the group to 

come to your group or business to 

explain more about the project contact 

the council on 01256 844844, email 

margaret.mcgrath@basingstoke.gov.uk 

or follow the Peace Garden team on 

Facebook at /PeaceGarden  

 

Sophie Waite-King 
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Parking Frustration 
I live in Maybrook and not only is it bad 

enough that school run parents block the 

top of Maybrook using Hanmore Road but 

now we have cars from Crockford Lane 

parking (where they have closed the road 

off). It makes two way traffic dangerous 

especially when cars travel too fast. 
 

J Mckillop 
 

Dog Poo Hazard for Toddler  
Earlier today I was walking down the path 

from Reading Road, to the little play park at 

the back of Christchurch, with my daughter 

and 18 month old son. He was toddling along 

quite happily but of course fell over, as little 

ones are prone to do. I was horrified to 

discover he'd managed to put his hand in dog 

poo and I would just like to say that whoever 

failed to clear up after their dog should be 

ashamed of themselves. Luckily I grabbed his 

hand and prevented him from putting it in his 

mouth. This was an unpleasant experience 

for both of us and potentially a dangerous 

health risk to him. 
 

Surely it's not much to ask for people to be 

responsible and clear up after their animals 

properly. I know the majority do but to the lazy, 

irresponsible people who can't be bothered I'd 

just like to say that your behaviour is 

disgusting. 
 

Lynsey Robson 
 

Dog Fouling Part 2 
Since mid-July I have seen a noticeable 

increase in dog fouling in Chineham, 

especially a consistent mess in my front 

garden in Meadowland. Not only is someone 

allowing their dog to run on people's gardens 

but also to foul and not pick up the mess. I 

have since put a sign up about this but it is 

continuing. We live in a lovely area—please 

respect it and your neighbours’ properties. 
 

K Thomas 

Railway Coach Photos 
The Chat has received an enquiry about 

whether there are any photos of a railway 

coach beside the A33 which was used as a 

residence in the 1970s/80s. If anyone has 

any, we would be most grateful if you could 

share a copy at editor@chinehamchat.com . 

Thank you! 
 

Jo Appleford-Cook 
 

Lay-by Campaign Must Go On 
The August column by one of our councillors 

made interesting reading. That Stagecoach 

do not like lay-bys and are supported in this by 

HCC is an established fact and has some 

merit as outlined in the column. However, 

good rules must sometimes be varied. An 

obvious example is on the A33 where a lay-by 

exists because of the serious danger likely to 

arise from buses picking up passengers 

whilst parked on the carriageway. But looking 

at the re-routing of Old Reading Road beside 

what is now Waitrose, there is a new bus lay-

by. That has a poor design, being so short that 

the buses invariably have their rear end 

projecting  and are at an angle that makes 

the raised kerb for easy access pointless. 
 

The bus lay-by previously at the Village Hall did 

allow buses to enter in a parallel fashion. The 

danger from idiot motorists going the wrong 

side of the bollards is even greater on Thornhill 

Way than beside Waitrose. As there is high 

potential for a fatality, I suggest that in the 

short term, a camera be erected with 

capability for enforceable action by the police 

for those choosing to risk lives. We must also 

persuade the Winchester bureaucrats that 

the fact that drivers should not be driving the 

wrong side of the bollards is no comfort for 

anybody suffering serious injury, or relatives 

given a fatality. I accept that our county 

councillor has made a serious effort to resolve 

this, but it now falls upon us, the residents, to 

make our views clear. 
 

Martin Biermann (01256) 352434 
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