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August 2016 
Happy summer everyone. Hopefully by the time you read this we will be enjoying 

some sunshine and pleasantly long, warm evenings. As I write it is pouring with 

rain, so the traditional British weather may prevail though! 
 

This month, the big issue seems to be the road works causing serious problems with both 

traffic congestion and parking in and around Chineham. It is hard to miss the scores of cars 

parked along Hanmore Road, in turn causing concerns about road safety. The Crockford 

Lane bridge has been shut (likely for 6 weeks) and this has caused huge queues at the “red 

man” roundabout for workers in the business park. Some have responded by parking their 

cars in Chineham and using the railway underpass to walk to work.  
 

You may say this is a self-resolving problem, as when the works are completed, things 

should get back to normal. However, we must wait and see if some find this to be a 

more convenient option longer term, and keep parking on our verges and roads, with 

consequent damage and hazards. In addition, it would seem to show how many are 

using Chineham as a rat-run—as soon as the route is closed, chaos ensues. Can 

alternative exits for the business park be looked at longer term? Your opinions welcome! 
 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 

1          



 

 

Chineham Village Club 

 

First of all I would like to thank all of 

the members who turned up for our 

Annual General Meeting on 30th June. 

We now have three local charities to 

support in 2016/2017 and will also be 

sponsoring two of our younger 

members as they travel around 

representing England at pool. The 

evening also threw up a number of 

ideas for the club, which the 

committee will be looking at as the 

year moves on. Finally, there were no 

changes to any of the senior positions 

on the committee. 
 

Entertainment for August is minimal as 

there are a number of people on 

holiday, however we will be running 

the following events: 
 

Monday 1: Bingo in the lounge bar at 

20.00 

Thursday 18: Senior citizens’ bingo 

and lunch in the lounge bar at 13.00 
 

John Prince 

Chairman 
 

Chineham Village Hall 

 

Excessive noise: After hearing complaints 

about the excessive party noise on 

Saturday 2nd July, we would like to assure 

residents that it did NOT come from the 

Village Hall or Club, but from a property in 

nearby Puttenham Road. 
 

Children’s playground: We are expecting to 

have some work done to the play 

equipment this month and would like to 

apologise if any equipment is closed off 

whilst this is carried out. 
 

Although most children’s activities are now 

taking a break, many of the diet/fitness/

dance sessions continue during the school 

holidays. For anyone wishing to attend 

these sessions in the halls, the timetable is 

shown below: 
 

Main Hall 

Monday:  Pilates 12—1pm 

David Smith Dance, Weekly Tea Dance 2—4pm 
 

Tuesday:  Aerobics 7.30—8.30pm  
 

Wednesday: Weight Watchers 6.45-8.15pm 

Zumba 8.30-9.30pm 
 

Thursday: Slimming World morning 

sessions 9.30am and 11.30am, evening 

sessions 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
 

Friday: David Smith Dance: Please see 

www.davidsmithdance.com for details of 

new 5 week beginners courses 

commencing Friday,5th August 
 

If you require any further information, 

contact details for these activities can be 

found on the noticeboard. 
 

If you would like to book either of the halls 

for a one-off event such as a wedding, party 

or meeting, or you are interested in hiring 

the facilities on a regular basis, please call 

the booking clerk on 07932 328172, or 

email chinehamvillagehall@gmail.com for 

more information and to check availability. 

Our website also contains answers to many 

frequently asked questions – check out the 

FAQ pages at www.chinehamvillagehall.com 
 

Lynne Hughes 
 

Chineham Library 
 

We are now well into the summer months, 

although the weather up until now might 

have us think otherwise. This means that 

we have begun our annual Summer 

Reading Challenge for primary school 

children. This year it is called the 'Big 

Friendly Read', and has a Roald Dahl 

theme. We would welcome all local 

children who want to participate by reading 

six books during the summer in order to 
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earn a medal and certificate. The finish 

date is the 18th September, so there is still 

plenty of time to join in, even if you have 

not yet registered. We would love to be 

able to exceed last year’s totals. Any of the 

staff would be happy to give you details, 

and there are also web pages and apps 

that you can look at. From 27th July – 31st 

August, children are also invited to come to 

drop-in craft sessions related to the 'Big 

Friendly Read', which are taking place in 

the library on Wednesdays, starting at 

10am and finishing at 1 or 2pm. Leaflets 

are available in the library about this. As 

well as craft sessions, we are also running 

competitions such as quizzes, with exciting 

prizes to be won. 
 

Most of the regular library activities 

including CHIPPS, Age Concern computer 

sessions, Thursday craft groups, and 

Colour and Create are taking a break for 

the summer. For details of when these will 

resume look out for the September 

Chineham Chat, follow us on social media 

or ask the library staff. The Crime Reading 

Group is still meeting, and the date for that 

is the 6th August from 10.30 to 11.30. 

Due to staff moves you will see some new 

faces involved in running a number of 

these activities. Other activities which are 

continuing are the rhymetimes and 

storytimes. However, there will not be a 

Saturday craft session for August. From 

19th July until August rhymetime reduces 

to one session per week commencing at 

10am, alternating between under ones 

and over ones. The regular Saturday 

storytime for pre-school children will take 

place at 10am every Saturday. So there is 

plenty here to keep your children and 

grandchildren occupied over the summer!  

August sees the 2016 Rio Olympics and 

Paralympics take place, and we will also be 

celebrating these events with some displays in 

the library. We would love to see you in the 

Library during the summer and hope that you 

enjoy your holidays. 
 

Cathy Foster 
 

Disability Discrimination 

If you’ve been treated unfairly by someone 

because of something connected to your 

disability, you may have been 

discriminated against. The Equality Act 

2010 calls this discrimination arising from 

disability. If you’ve been discriminated 

against, you may be able to do something 

about it. 
 

What’s meant by discrimination arising 

from disability? Discrimination which is 

against the Equality Act is unlawful. This 

means you can take action in the civil 

courts. Discrimination arising from 

disability is when you’re treated unfairly 

because of something connected to your 

disability rather than the disability itself.  
 

Examples of things connected to your 

disability:  

•the need for regular rest or toilet breaks 

•a restricted diet 

•difficulties in using public transport 

•need for regular hospital appointments 

•need for specialist computer equipment 

•need for a quiet working environment 

•the need for an assistance dog 

•behavioural issues 

•speech or movement difficulties. 
 

Need further information or help?: 

Citizens Advice Basingstoke, (in 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre) can 

help you with queries. We operate a 

drop-in service 10-3.30 Mon to Fri 

(except Thurs which is pre-booked 

appointments only) and Sat mornings 

10-12. The Advice Line number is 

0344 111 306. The website is at 

www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk.

Online help from Citizens Advice can 

be found at www.citizensadvice.org.uk. 
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Chineham WI 

 

June's meeting brought us all together 

to hear Alan Grace speak about his 

experiences as a radio broadcaster 

around the world. Alan brought along 

some short extracts of recordings of 

radio programmes he presented 

during his career and gave us the 

stories from behind the scenes. A very 

interesting evening marking some 

historical occasions. 

 

Traditionally, we do not hold a meeting 

at Christ Church during August, but 

instead we arrange an outing for our 

members. This year we will be visiting 

Bombay Sapphire.  In addition to our 

regular monthly meetings at Christ 

Church, Chineham, we have external 

events featuring in our programme. In 

October we have the Autumn 

Conference which is held at The Anvil 

in Basingstoke. This event is always 

very well attended by members from 

all the WIs in Hampshire with excellent 

speakers throughout the day.  This 

year the conference will culminate with 

The New Jerseys paying tribute to 

Frankie Valli and The Four Seasons. 

November will find us taking a trip to 

The Haymarket in Basingstoke to see 

the BATS production of The Full Monty. 

Meanwhile, we are planning a 

Christmas Craft Fair at Chineham 

Village Hall, perfect for inspirational 

Christmas gifts. Watch this space for 

more information! 

 

If you would like to join in the fun at 

your local WI, please come along to 

our birthday party on 26th September 

at Christ Church, Reading Road, 

Chineham at 7:30 pm, where you will 

be warmly welcomed by a lively group 

of local ladies. Chineham WI offer a 

v a r i e d  p r o g r a m m e  i n c l u d i n g 

i n t e l l e c t u a l  t o p i c s ,  c r a f t 

demonstrations and social events. Our 

upcoming meetings include: 

 

22 August: Annual Outing (meeting not 

held at Christ Church) 

26 September: 7th Birthday Party 

24 October: Amusing Milestones Tales 

with Deborah Wheeler 
 

We look forward to meeting you. 
 

Pam Malcolm 

Chineham WI 

 

Basingstoke Camera Club  
 

A new exhibition of photographs will 

open on Saturday 27th of August at 

the Basingstoke Discovery Centre in 

Festival Place, Basingstoke. The 

exhibition, entitled “Enduring Images: 

Basingstoke Camera Club Annual 

Exhibition" comprises over 40 

photographs from near and far, taken 

by members of Basingstoke Camera 

Club. Images range from wildlife 

through to landscapes. The exhibition 

is open during normal Discovery 

Centre opening hours.  

 

Running until Saturday 10th of 

September, this free exhibition is a 

must see for anyone in Basingstoke 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p h o t o g r a p h y . 

Basingstoke Camera Club welcomes 

photographers whether novice or 

advanced. The club meets every 

Thursday at Oakridge West Community 

Centre. For further information on 

Basingstoke Camera Club visit the 

website: www.basingstokecameraclub.co.uk  

 

Robin White 

Basingstoke Camera Club 
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Cycle Ride Treasure Hunt 
 

This popular, annual community event is 

organised by members of Chineham and 

Sherfield Park Neighbourhood Watch and 

supported by our local Councils and Police. 
 

Come and join us for a fun afternoon on 

Sunday 11th September. Registration is 

from 1:30pm at Chineham Village Hall 

(note change of location). This year’s cycle 

route is almost all off-road through 

beautiful countryside and farmland and is 

suitable for all. As always, there will be 

Marshalls along the route at strategic 

points to assist you. 
 

Booklets are provided with clear route 

instructions. There are optional Treasure 

Hunt questions to answer if you want to 

be in with a chance of winning one of the 

prizes kindly donated by local businesses!  
 

Start times are staggered between 2pm 

and 2:30pm but it is NOT a race! Cllr 

Simon Bound will be there to send you on 

your way. 
 

Sainsbury’s will again generously be 

providing plenty of free refreshments, 

including bottled water, fruit, tea, coffee 

and cakes. You only need to 

bring cycles, cycle helmets 

and cash. Entry fees: adult 

£3, child aged 5-17 £1, 

children under 5 free of 

charge. No unaccompanied 

children please. 
 

For further details please 

contact Dave Spokes on 

346027 or Laura Romney on 

817893 

 

Laura Romney 

 

More Help Needed 

Distributing The Chat  
 

Do you live in or near Tollway, 

Longstock Close, Petersfield Close, 

Stockbridge Close, Fox’s Furlong, 

Belvedere Gardens, Woodlands or 

Petty’s Brook Road? Could you spare 

an hour or so each month? 

 

The Chineham Chat Team is looking 

for a replacement Area Coordinator for 

these roads. At the end of each month, 

two boxes and an instruction sheet will 

be delivered to you, containing a total 

of 360 copies of the Chat. We ask you 

to bag up and deliver the correct 

number to the 5 road distributors 

(some of them deliver to more than 

one road). If you are unavailable any 

month, just let us know - we have 

standby distributors. 

 

Please join our wonderful team of 

volunteers who keep the Chat in 

circulation! 

 

Laura Romney  

distribution@chinehamchat.com  

01256 817893 
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Nature Notes 

I was saddened to receive an email 

from Karen in Foxs Furlong who had 

found a sick hedgehog in her garden 

and taken it to Hedgehog Bottom in 

Thatcham. Unfortunately, it did not 

survive and a post-mortem revealed it 

had died from an ingestion of rat 

poison. I must discover if there is a 

food that can be used with the rat bait 

that hedgehogs don’t consume. Cats, 

too, may be in danger from the poison, 

so please be cautious if you are 

dealing with it. Slug pellets may also 

pose problems.  
 

The consumption of bird food has 

finally reduced. An adult robin is 

frequently seen in the garden with a 

scruffy fledgling, but it is occasionally 

accompanied by a strange one that 

seems to be a robin except for spots 

on its chest. I have discovered it is an 

immature robin as well. I expect that 

the red colouring will come later. 

Whilst I am waiting for the water in the 

kettle to boil I always watch the birds 

on the feeders. I was surprised today 

when the sparrows suddenly flew off, 

but could not believe it when they 

were pursued by a sparrow hawk, who 

had been lurking on the bench. Luckily 

there are lots of trees and bushes in 

which the smaller birds could hide. I 

did not hear any screeches this time, 

but I am trying to think of a way to 

deter this predator as the highest 

score of sparrows at one feeding 

session is 10! 
 

I saw a yellow ladybird with white 

spots in the garden. I have seen 

strange ones before, including dark 

red with spots, but it’s usually in the 

number of spots that they vary around 

here. Further north, they have had 

black ones with spots, so perhaps this 

one was blown from an area with a lot 

of sand. It was certainly a ladybird. 
 

The colony of bees at the side of the 

house has quietened but I am not 

going to investigate until the autumn. 

Evidently there are 275 species of 

bees in this country, with some only 

eating a particular type of wild flower 

(the largest mining bee only pollinates 

the field scabious). Therefore it is 

essential to have a few flowers around 

throughout the year. I now grow the 

winter honeysuckle which flowers from 

January, then other flowers right 

through until the ivy at the end of the 

year.  
 

I have managed to name and count 

the flowering plants at the side of the 

Tesco roundabout and for July there 

were 50, but didn’t include the signs 

of earlier flowers. I shall be counting 

the grasses later as they are more 

difficult. There was a lot of activity 

from moths and butterflies, but I could 

only identify the black moth Chimney 

Sweeper (Odezia atrata), as the rest 

were flying so quickly. I must visit the 

area round the skate park, where the 

flora and fauna (well, butterflies and 

moths) are different and take the 

identification sheet. It may prove 

easier than photographing them, as 

last time, most of the shots were 

blurred. 
 

I think that in addition to the common 

orchid that was growing well on the 

roundabout, there are more flowers 

that I do not have on my list, but I am 

not risking my life attempting to cross. 

Perhaps binoculars are the answer! 

Enjoy the sunshine! 
 

Ginny  Wright 
ginny.wright2@btinternet.com, 479562 



 

 

Speedwatch 

 

The whole point of Speedwatch is to 

educate drivers into driving at the 

speed limit; it certainly didn’t seem 

that way when one Saturday outside 

Busy Bees we recorded 49 vehicles 

going over the speed limit with 4 of 

those doing 50 or more; remember the 

speed limit on Hanmore Road, and 

indeed through the whole of 

Chineham, with the obvious exception 

of the A33, is 30 mph. 

 

Hopefully by the time that we are out 

again in August access to the business 

park will be open again and we can 

monitor the traffic properly. To my 

mind all those cars parked along 

Hanmore Road present a clear danger 

with vehicles forced to drive on the 

“wrong side of the road” - given that 

quite a number of vehicles do 40mph 

and over it is an accident waiting to 

happen. 

 

I was asked by the police to monitor 

the traffic at a new venue to us (I won’t 

say where as that would give the game 

away!). Sadly rain stopped play on 

both occasions that I had planned so 

hopefully we will have better luck in 

August. I was also asked by my team 

to vary the times and venues a bit as it 

was thought that we were becoming 

too predictable. This sounds like a 

plan to me, so watch out! 

 

If you would like to join the 

Speedwatch team then please contact 

t h e  p a r i s h  c l e r k  a t 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk.  

 

Bob Ricket  

Chineham Speedwatch coordinator 

Old Basing Bowling Club 
 

As we reach mid-way through the 

outdoors season OBBC is having a good 

and very busy time. The weather has 

been variable and we have had some 

games cancelled due to the greens 

around the area being too wet to play. 

We are hardy souls and do play in the 

rain, but our bowls do not float. 
 

We are still in some of the County and 

the two Districts competitions at both a 

club and individual level. The first and 

second rounds of the internal club 

competitions are well underway. Two of 

our ladies reached the quarter finals of 

the Dolly Anstey Cup competition, but 

unfortunately lost by one point each in 

their individual matches. 
 

In the leagues we are consolidating our 

position in Whitchurch Division 1 

Triples and in the Whitchurch Division 1 

Rinks, after getting promoted to both 

last year. Our Whitchurch Division 3 

side is sitting firmly at the top, whilst 

our Division 4 side after a slow start is 

starting to gain momentum. Our 

Monday and Thursday league teams 

are having a mixed season but sitting 

mid table.  
 

Our new intake of members are settling 

in well and taking part in the club social 

evenings and weekend friendlies, whilst 

some are already playing in the league 

teams. 
 

Just a mention and thank you to the 

people in the club that give their own 

time to help run and support the club.  

Our Club Charity this year is Cancer 

Research UK. We are hoping to beat 

the £350 we raised for St Michael's 

Hospice last year. 
 

John Fountaine (Club President) 
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Chineham Parish Council 
 

Friends of Four Lanes School Fete: 

Councillors would like to thank those 

of you who visited the Parish Council 

stand at the Fete on 25 June 2016. 

We were pleased to be able to show a 

display of what has been achieved in 

recent years around the parish. The 

Parish Council received a variety of 

comments including the need for more 

zebra crossings around the parish, the 

public toilets to be re-opened at the 

Chineham Shopping Centre and the 

status of the long awaited Railway 

Station. 
 

Hanmore Road: At the time of writing, 

like many residents we have been 

concerned and dismayed at the 

inconsiderate and dangerous parking 

on Hanmore Road and other 

residential roads due to the closure of 

the Hanmore Road/Cufaude Lane 

entrance into the business park. We 

have been and will continue to work 

closely with our Borough and County 

Councillors as well as our local PCSO's 

to seek to address this problem. 
 

Overgrown vegetation: This is a plea to 

keep an eye on your boundary hedges 

and borders. Please keep them cut 

back and don’t allow them to encroach 

on public footpaths. 
 

Cyclists: We have received a report 

from a concerned resident about the 

speed of a cyclist on the footpath 

through the Binfields Woods. Please 

check your speed so that we can avoid 

any nasty accidents. 
 

Grants: Section 137 of the Local 

Government Act 1972 empowers the 

Parish Council to spend some of its 

money, subject to limits, on purposes 

that it considers to be "in the interests 

of, and will bring direct benefit to, their 

area, or any part of it, or all or some of 

its inhabitants." Grants under Section 

137 are only available to Groups or 

Organisations (personal applications 

cannot be considered) and any grant 

requests must be supported by a 

Chineham Parish Council Grant 

Application Form which is available to 

download from our website or by 

contacting the Clerk. The request must 

be from a Group or Organisation that 

supports or has a direct benefit to the 

residents of Chineham. 
 

Verges: Residents may have noticed 

that the verges on either side of the 

Binfields Roundabout (Tesco) have 

remained uncut so far this season 

(apart from the edges that impact on 

the sightlines of motorists). The Parish 

Council is pleased that this has 

allowed many species of wildflower/

grasses/wildlife to flourish. We will be 

in contact with the Borough Council 

about cutting these verges once most 

of the plants have finished flowering. 
 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 8 August 

2016. The Meeting starts at 7.45pm 

and will take place in the Community 

Rooms at the Chineham Village Hall. 
 

The Parish Council is here to help the 

residents of Chineham, so if there is a 

Chineham issue you are concerned 

about, please feel free to contact the 

Clerk, Sally Jackson on 474500 or 

email clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 

Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on  

3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Sally Jackson 
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Ramblers Association 
 

The North Hampshire Downs Ramblers 

group is part of the Ramblers Association, 

we walk mostly in Hampshire and the 

surrounding countryside. In the last few 

months our group has enjoyed both walks 

and social activities. The group walk on 

both Tuesday and Saturday and cover 

both areas in and around Basingstoke as 

well as further afield. 
 

The group have just done a 3 day walking 

holiday to Minehead, and had three 

beautiful walks. Our first walk was to start 

at the Gallox Bridge in Dunster, by road 

about three miles from Minehead and a 

steam train trip to the start of the walk 

was enjoyed. The walk also took us to the 

lovely Withycombe Parish Church of St 

Nicholas, completed in the 13th century 

and with interesting stone effigies, a 

carved wooden rood screen, and a plague 

door for the priest. On day 2 the group did 

a seven and a half-mile walk starting at 

Simonsbath and ending up passing Cow 

Castle and a failed Copper Mine. Day 3 

finished with a walk to Dunkery Beacon, 

the highest point on Exmoor at just over 

seventeen hundred feet.  
 

The group have an active path patrol 

group, who report problems to the local 

council and also do some work on the 

paths, which can be as varied as checking 

and replacing waymarking discs, minor 

clearing or even repairing stiles and gates. 

To date this group has replaced 20 gates 

in conjunction with the local council.  
 

If you are interested in finding out more 

t h e r e  i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n 

www.northhampshiredownsramblers.org.uk. 

If you are new to it or already walk, you 

would be given a very warm welcome by 

the group. We hope to see you soon! If you 

are interested in joining the Ramblers we 

suggest you come along for a couple of 

taster walks with the group first. 

Membership details are available from the 

R a m b l e r s ’  n a t i o n a l  w e b s i t e : 

www.ramblers.org.uk. 
 

Marion Sharp 

 

Probus Club 
 

There is a new president at the Probus 

Club. The very recent 37th Annual 

General Meeting of the Probus Club of 

Basingstoke saw a change at the top 

of this social organisation for retired 

professional and business managers. 

Fred Locke of Bramley was appointed 

President for the ensuing year by the 

outing holder Alan Porter, also of 

Bramley. 
 

“It is a coincidence” said Fred,” that 

we both live in the same village, but 

many of our members live in Bramley 

so it’s really no surprise that this has 

happened. However, the new Vice 

President, Nick Waring, lives in Oakley 

so next year when he becomes the 

President will ensure there is a 

geographical shift to the west of 

Basingstoke.” 
 

Except for Tony Atchison of Chineham, 

who had been President in 2011/12 

and returns in the role of Outings 

Organiser, the other members of the 

Executive Committee are unchanged, 

which gives great continuity as the 

club moves into its 38th year of 

existence. 
 

More information about the Probus Club of 

Basingstoke can be seen on their website 

www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com or 

phone their Secretary Paul Flint on 07770 

886521 for an informal chat. 
 

Paul Flint 
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County and Borough 

Councillor Elaine Still 

After many years of campaigning to have the bus 

layby reinstated on Thornhill Way near the Village 

Hall on behalf of residents and the parish council, a 

decision has been made by the Director of Economy, 

Transport and Environment at HCC that they will not 

be reinstating the bus layby near the Village Hall. We 

now need to look at the alternatives. 
 

I summarise below some of their reasoning and 

suggested route forward: The layby was first 

removed in 2003/4 when the pedestrian refuge 

was introduced as part of a 'safe routes to school' 

scheme. The bus company supported the removal 

of the layby as the modern, accessible 'low floor' 

buses need to align themselves with the raised 

kerbs to enable pedestrians and wheel chair users 

to easily get on and off the bus. This is much easier 

to do on a straight road rather than when pulling into 

a layby. The bus drivers were also experiencing 

difficulties in getting out of the layby, with vehicles 

unwilling to give way to the bus. This is not 

uncommon, and HCC has a clear policy approach 

which embraces on road stops for buses. 
 

The current problem is more to do with driver 

behaviour and inappropriate overtaking rather than 

the presence of the bus. Drivers appear unwilling to 

wait behind the bus for a short period while 

passengers embark/disembark and instead are 

over-taking the bus and thereby going the wrong 

side of the pedestrian refuge. While we wouldn't wish 

to see the bus company decide to remove their 

services from this stop, or have to remove the refuge 

it is recognized that there is a serious problem here 

that needs to be addressed.  
 

The suggestion is that we look to identify and 

implement a scheme to deter vehicles from  

overtaking. It is likely that this would take the form of 

additional islands and the introduction of solid lining 

and signing to prohibit over taking.  
 

Once a scheme has been drawn up I will ensure that 

this is circulated to yourself and the parish council for 

comment before proceeding with it's implementation. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747862913 

Website: elainestill.com/elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
 

Our recent disruption in Chineham 

caused by the closure of the Crockford 

Lane railway bridge access to the 

Chineham Business Park and the 

consequent inconsiderate parking of 

Business Park users along Hanmore 

Road should be resolved by the time 

you read this. This disruption was 

totally unnecessary and our concerns 

over similar instances remain when 

further works begin on the two main 

roundabouts on the A33 towards the 

end of this year. There has been one 

minor accident already but the risk of 

reoccurrence remains high. 

 

The ineffectual positioning of cones on 

the junction of roads connecting to 

Hanmore Road will, in future, be 

replaced by Police cones and signs, 

patrol led by the Pol ice and 

enforcement action taken where 

necessary. There will have to be longer 

term measures to be put into place if 

the employees of the Business Park 

continue to park on Hanmore Road to 

avoid the long lines of traffic entering 

and leaving the Park. 

 

The wet, warm weather has as we 

have all seen, caused the trees and 

hedgerows to explode in growth and I 

have approached the Borough 

landscape department and requested 

that they focus on Chineham to clear 

the hedgerows along our pathways as 

a matter of urgency. 
 

Paul Miller 

Tel: 01256 467400 

Mobile: 07777 659022 

cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  



 

 

Four Lanes Community 

Junior School 
Well, it’s nearly the end of term and the school 

is still a hive of activity. Year 5 & 6 are 

rehearsing for the end of year production 

Shakespeare Rocks! It looks and sounds 

fantastic. The Year 2 children are making 

frequent visits to become familiar with their 

new school.  
 

Year 3 have had a trip of a lifetime visiting 

Portsmouth Historic Dockyard. Their trip 

included visiting HMS Victory, which they 

sketched and looking at HMS Worrier. They 

were impressed by the size and shape of the 

ship and amazed by the amount of cannons 

there were on board. They also visited the Mary 

Rose museum with impressive Tudor artefacts. 

The Battle of Trafalgar experience was very 

realistic and some children found it very scary.   
 

Year 4 have been learning about Tudors 

during their English lessons, making Tudor 

clothes and even performing great Tudor 

dances! Following on from the Tudors, they 

have been getting involved with Euro 2016 

by gathering information and representing it 

in charts, pie charts and graphs. Boom! Year 

4 have been finding out all about sound; do 

you know what sound is measured in?  
 

Year 5 have been on a busy adventure this 

month. They have travelled back in time to 

the Ancient Egyptians, sculpted  Shabtis (mini 

figures of real people) and created posters 

that had facts about Egyptian artefacts. A trip 

to London made the students feel as if they 

were the famous archaeologist Howard 

Carter exploring and learning mind blowing 

facts. Their new Year 6 classes have been 

revealed and their transformation into new 

Year 6s has almost been completed. With 

only a few days until the end of the school 

year, every second counts as fun! 
 

Finally, Year 6 have been on an exciting 

adventure to Calshot Activity Centre. They had 

a week full of challenging but enjoyable 

activites, including wind surfing, kayaking, 

sailing, skiing, climbing, shooting, archery and 

a team obstacle course. For some of the 

activities, they had to wear a wetsuit, and the 

sea was very cold. The children enjoyed lots of 

delicious food and spending time with each 

other. Many of the Year 6s did something 

they have never experienced before and had 

lots of enjoyable memories to take home. 

What a fantastic way to end their time at Four 

Lanes. We will really miss them all. 
  

Isabel Mansbridge, Alyssa Vivian, Neel 

Kygonahally, Toby Lamerton 
 

¡Hola Amigos!  

I am happy to introduce a fresh approach to 

teaching Spanish via a new Kids Spanish 

club, called ¡Hola Amigos!, in Chineham. The 

founding principles of the club are for 

children to learn Spanish without the more 

traditional setting of the classroom. The 

children will learn while playing, singing or 

interacting with puppets. They will not feel 

that they are in a class, but through the 

planned activities the result will be an 

introduction to the Spanish language without 

the pressure of formal learning. 
 

The club will be split in different groups: by 

age (4 to 7 years and 8 to 11 years) and if 

necessary, split again into beginners and 

improvers. The club will be held at Christ 

Church Chineham on Saturday mornings, 

term time. Spaces are currently available for 

autumn term, sessions will be held from 8:30 

to 11:00. The cost of this first autumn half 

term is £30 per 6 sessions. 
 

If you would like to see more info, please go 

to our website holaamigoskids.wix.com/

spanish. Should you have any queries, 

please call 07814 145482 or e-mail 

holaamigoskids@gmail.com. I look forward 

to teaching Spanish to a lot of children! 
 

Viviana Fosco 
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Minister’s Message 

 

Today I am at the Hampton Court 

Flower Show! As a garden, flower and 

plant lover, it's my annual pilgrimage 

to come up really early in the morning 

and to spend as many blissful hours 

as possible surrounded by everything 

that I appreciate. I always love the 

beauty, the inspiration and the 

creativity which are all brought 

together in one place for the delight of 

the thousands who descend on this 

historic location every year. 
 

It's one of those occasions which 

attracts men and women, the older 

and the younger, a wonderful variety of 

nationalities and the professional and 

the amateur. All divides seem to 

dissolve away in the unity of being 

surrounded by beauty and being able 

to focus on good things for that 

precious period of time. 
 

At  th is  moment ,  I 'm  s i t t ing 

contemplating a tall fountain, gushing 

up from the middle of a large circular 

pool. Its movement and its fluctuating 

shape as it responds to the breeze, 

makes it a serene sight which several 

people are enjoying as they sit 

peacefully absorbing the  tranquil 

scene. There's something very 

therapeutic about looking at lovely 

things! (Whether that is floral delights, 

stunning architecture or impressive 

vistas.) It all depends on what evokes 

that feeling of well-being which varies 

of course, according to each person's 

taste. 
 

Now I am lounging in the afternoon 

sun, listening to the mellow notes of 

the  Gatsby Jazz Band! This band is a 

superb choice for this occasion and it's 

great to have young guys being loved 

by so many as they relax, auditory 

senses being tantalised by a variety of 

e x p e r t l y  p l a y e d  i n s t r u m e n t s 

accompanying very harmonious 

voices. It's a particular treat on one of 

this summer's rare sunny afternoons. 

Of course, it goes without saying that 

the bandstand is festooned with 

extravagantly-filled floral displays! 
 

It's easy to think of the good things in 

life when surrounded by such beauty 

and creativity. Focussing on all that is 

good is something we are encouraged 

to do at all times, however. The biblical 

exhortation is to dwell on, think about 

and focus on the good things and all 

that is lovely and praiseworthy. This 

can apply to any situation we are 

involved in and also helps enormously 

in our relationships at home and in the 

workplace! 
 

I will never forget the way my floral-art 

teacher enthused over a particular leaf 

when observing someone's very poor 

flower arrangement! 'What a wonderful 

leaf!' was her enthusiastic comment! 

In difficult times or when outcomes are 

not to our preference, we do well to 

search for the good in every situation 

and focus on such things. Of course 

it's advisable to work towards 

improving outcomes,  but  the 

atmosphere of the process can be so 

enhanced by being able to concentrate 

on the good, the noble, and all that is 

admirable. 
 

Hazel Marchment (Basingstoke Community 

Church--East, www.bccnet.org.uk) 
 

Christ Church Activities 
 

Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am—

no charge, all welcome! Groups for 

children and young people meet at the 
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10.30am service. The 9am service 

tends to be quieter and more 

reflective. During August we will 

continue to think together about the 

practical aspects of our walk with 

Jesus; how and why do we pray, does 

God speak today, how do I deal with 

temptation, honouring my God in work 

and so on. Our sermons are recorded 

and are available on our website along 

w i t h  t h e  s e r m o n  t e x t  a t 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk   

During August our “Sunday school” 

takes a break but there will be 

activities in the Wesley Hall for 

children at primary school during the 

10.30am services. 

 

Prayer: is there something you would 

like prayer for? Do let us know – 

contact details below. If you would like 

to come and pray you are most 

welcome: our Prayer Room is open 

whenever the building is open. Drop in 

to sit and pray in silence, or we can 

arrange for someone to pray with you.  
 

Coffee and Co: our Monday morning 

café will re-open after the summer 

break on Monday 5 September. 
 

Luncheon Club: The team will be 

serving Afternoon Tea on Tuesday 16 

August – tickets cost £3.50 each and 

must be booked in advance (please 

call the Church office on 474280).  
 

New group: 9 August, 1-3pm. This is a 

new social/support group aimed at 

“older/retired” people; no charge, all 

welcome. The group doesn’t yet have a 

name so we are inviting suggestions 

as well as asking for suggestions for 

activities. If you are interested in 

coming along and/or helping you 

would be most welcome.   
 

Shoeboxes: 22 August, 2-4pm.  We will 

be covering shoeboxes for our 

Christmas appeal and need lots of 

help! Do come along; there will be 

plenty of people to chat with as you 

“wrap” and there will be cake! 
 

CCBBies: our Thursday morning group for 

pre-school children will start again after the 

summer break on Thursday 8 September.  
 

Messy Church: there is no Messy Church 

in August. The next Messy Church will be 

on Monday 12 September.  
 

Kids’ Club: Our next Kids’ Club will be 

in September – watch out for details. 
 

C3Y:  our youth club for young people 

at senior school will re-open on Friday 

9 September.   
 

Charity collections: we collect stamps 

(new and used), ink cartridges, 

postcards, spectacles, socks, tools, 

bedding, tins/packets of food, and 

supermarket milk tops for various 

charities. We can find a home for most 

things so if you have anything you 

would like to pass on do contact us!   
 

Room hire: rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or regular basis.  

Contact us for details or take a look on our 

website www.christchurchchineham.org.uk   

Prices start at £8 per hour (Community 

Rate) which includes use of the kitchen/

snack bar where tea, coffee, sugar and 

squash are provided.    Groups that 

regularly hire the church include Breathe 

Easy (British Lung Foundation), Guides 

and Bridge, along with a range of 

University of the Third Age groups 

including Computing, Art History and 

Patchwork.  A new Spanish group for 

children is starting on Saturdays in 

September.   

 

Ruth Randall 
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Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 
 

Michael Wells was the speaker at the 6th 

July meeting where he gave the 48 

members present an entertaining talk on the 

work of the charity, Canine Partners. The 

organisation buys puppies at a few weeks 

old which they train to be assistance dogs for 

people with disabilities, enabling them to 

have more independence and reducing the 

help needed from families and carers. The 

dogs are firstly given to volunteers who begin 

the training and meet up with other 

volunteers in their area. They then go for a 

further 20 weeks intensive training at the 

specially built facility near Midhurst followed 

by a further 2 weeks to get used to their new 

partner before they are taken home. They 

will carry out a whole range of duties 

including operating the washing machine, 

taking the washing out to the line, and 

accompanying the partner on shopping trips 

where they are able to operate pedestrian 

crossings, fetch items and retrieve and 

replace a wallet or purse. 
 

On Thursday 11th August there will be a trip 

aboard a Horse Drawn Barge on the Kennet 

and Avon Canal with lunch. The next meeting 

is on 3rd August when Alan Grace will speak 

about Women in WW1. Also at this meeting 

bookings will be taken for the Christmas 

lunch on Thursday 15th December.   
 

The group meets on the first Wednesday of 

each month at Brookvale Village Hall from 

10am to 12noon and all retired Civil 

Servants and their partners are welcome. 

Further details about meetings can be 

obtained from the Secretary, Tony Brazier, 

on 418770 or at bjmapbr@ntlworld.com 

and if you would like to join us on any of our 

trips please contact Kate Lambeth on 

328791. 
 

David Cowling 

Splash Out at Chineham Park 

 

A summer of water-filled fun is in store 

with the opening of the Chineham Splash 

Pad at Popley. Basingstoke and Deane 

Borough Council has converted 

Chineham Park’s old paddling pool into a 

colourful new wet play area. Open for 

toddlers and juniors from age three to 

12, it has 26 ground water jet sprays to 

keep everybody cool.  
 

The splash pad, which was the vision of the 

local community planning group and funded 

by the council using developers’ 

contributions, opened on Tuesday 21 June 

at a ceremony attended by local councillors, 

community groups - and a group of children 

eager to try out the new facility.  
 

The splash pad will be open daily, from 

10am to 7pm, until September. 

Residents are reminded that there are no 

changing or toilet facilities at the park. 

For more information on the borough’s 

play areas visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/

playareas or call the council on 01256 

844844. 
 

Sophia Waite-King  
 

Royal British Legion 

 

This is the most successful year ever for 

Poppy Appeal collecting in the Old 

Basing area, so far the amount raised 

for the Poppy Appeal stands at 

£23,905.92p. This is a fantastic 

achievement and I cannot thank 

everyone who contributed to this total 

enough.  
 

We now look after the Hook collecting 

area until an Organiser can be found so I 

am looking for additional collectors and 

helpers to distribute the Poppy Tins to 

local businesses and to collect at both 

Tesco’s Hook and the Chineham Centre. 
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If you can spare a couple of hours 

during the Poppy Appeal collecting 

period you will help collect even more for 

the Poppy Appeal so we can carry on our 

vital work. 
 

For all enquiries, please email me on 

either btrussell1962ad@aol.com or 

Hampshire.Committee3@rbl.community. 
 

Tim Russell,  

Poppy Appeal Organiser Old Basing & Hook 
 

NWR  
This month our topic was "Who would be 

our National Treasure?".  Very soon we 

developed a very long list with obvious 

candidates like The Queen, David 

Attenborough and Mary Berry but some 

perhaps less expected like Tim Berners-Lee 

(inventor of The World Wide Web), Banksy, 

Gareth Malone, Brian Cox  and David 

Dimbleby. There was some debate whether 

or not to include the BBC or at least Radio 

4 and some controversial suggestions like 

Joanna Lumley and Dennis Skinner 

(incidentally the only politician on our list!).  

We also discussed National Treasures no 

longer with us, like Terry Wogan, Victoria 

Wood and now, sadly, Caroline Aherne.  As 

our list grew we considered this something 

to celebrate, that our country is blessed 

with so many National Treasures. 
 

Our lunch club this month will be at Bartons 

Mill and our next meeting will be a Music 

Quiz.  We are also planning a walk and pub 

lunch and a cinema outing for August. 
 

If you would like to find out more about our 

group or would like to come along to any of 

our meetings (to check us out with no 

obligation to join) please contact Diane, tel: 

325554, email: diane.hope@tiscali.ci.uk or 

Eve l yn ,  t e l :  816636,  ema i l : 

evelyncjjones@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Diane Hope 

Linguatastic 

Last month it was of course the end of the 

academic year and so we had various 

parties to celebrate the end of what has, 

as ever, been an eventful year. The pre-

schoolers enjoyed trips to Manydown 

Farm and although on one hand it makes 

us a little sad that some are leaving our 

preschool groups for “big school”, we are 

excited for them starting a new chapter in 

their lives. So lots of luck to them! 
 

This month we are of course waiting with 

bated breath for the outcome of our 

secondary school and college students’ 

exam results. We are not just sitting around 

twiddling our thumbs though. Although our 

usual clubs will not be running during the 

holidays, we are planning to offer some 

alternative sessions for babies and toddlers 

(accompanied by parents/carers). Please 

get in touch for further information on any 

of the following sessions: 
 

•French on Tuesdays (9th, 16th, 23rd, 

30th August) 

•Spanish on Wednesdays (10th, 17th, 

24th, 31st August) 

•German on Thursdays (11th, 18th, 25th 

August, 1st September) 

Depending on interest, we may well also 

run some Italian sessions. 
 

Finally, please do remember that once term 

starts again in September our groups for 

pre-schoolers, primary school children, 

secondary school pupils and adults will be 

running again. We have groups for 

complete beginners to bilingual, so please 

get in touch sooner rather than later to book 

your place (email: info@linguatastic.com or 

tel: 471474). Indeed, now, perhaps more 

than ever before, it is important for us to 

take the time to appreciate other languages 

and cultures… 
 

Fiona Biermann 
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News from the Beat 
Thankfully in this month’s report we have 

a number of success stories that we 

would like to share with you. One of our 

priorities in the East of Basingstoke is 

dwelling burglaries. Basingstoke has seen 

a large amount of burglaries recently 

including Chineham. Over the space of 

three weeks last month, 4 addresses were 

broken into and a number of items 

including electrical goods, jewellery, 

handbags and even a car was stolen. The 

police have worked very hard with the 

support of the community and 

successfully arrested two males who were 

both bailed pending further enquiries. 

Furthermore, in relation to one of the 

burglaries another male, aged 33 was 

charged with 7 offences and is currently 

being remanded in custody and awaiting 

trial at Crown Court.  
 

The security of your home is key in 

preventing you becoming a victim of these 

crimes. We would advise that you keep any 

valuables for example (car keys, handbags, 

electrical goods) out of sight from windows 

and doors. Please make sure that you do 

NOT leave keys in your doors, these can be 

hooked out and this has been happening 

across Basingstoke. This is a very well-

known way of stealing motor vehicles.  
 

There was a Public Order incident at Four 

Lanes Junior School, where members of 

staff were verbally abused by teenagers 

back in March this year that has finally been 

resolved. Four youths have received 

Community Resolutions instructing them to 

engage with our Youth Offending team. 

Community Resolutions are a fantastic way 

of dealing with people for first time offences 

and doesn’t give them a criminal record. 

However, it is a way for the police to deal 

with the offenders and allows the victims to 

be a part of the retribution.  
 

We have been very successful on the 

drugs front in Chineham and have 

arrested a male for possession of drugs 

with intent to supply. We would like to 

remind residents to be vigilant and report 

any suspicious activity to your local 

Neighbourhood Policing Team and thank 

you for your support in this so far.  
 

Antisocial Behaviour Update: Due to the 

construction site at the top of Chineham 

Business Park, there has been a dramatic 

increase in vehicles parking along Hanmore 

Road. The police are aware of the issue 

however we are very restricted with our 

powers in resolving this issue because 

there are no enforceable restrictions. We 

appreciate that the parking is a problem 

however we have been to visit the location 

on a number of times and feel that the 

parking is not causing a significant danger. 

We have made contact with the business 

park in an attempt to work on a solution. 

We will keep residents updated by our 

Hampshire Alerts system.  
 

Thankfully antisocial behaviour is still very 

low in Chineham. We have received some 

reports of children riding their bikes at 

high speed through the wooded area 

between Reading Road and Chineham 

Shopping Centre. Please advise your 

children that both pedestrians and cyclists 

use that route and their dangerous cycling 

potentially could cause a serious accident. 

We are still awaiting confirmation of a date 

for our new Police Constable and will keep 

you updated with this as soon as we 

know. As the summer holidays are fast 

approaching we would like to wish you all 

an enjoyable and safe summer. 
 

PCSO Nicole Wheatley 12936 and PCSO 

Krystof Nadvornik 16299. 

Beat surgery – 1st Wed of the month at 

Costa Coffee in the Chineham Centre, 

16:30-17:30. Tel 101 (or request to leave 

a message using our collar numbers). 
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Home From Hospital Service 
 

Could you volunteer for just 1 to 2 hours a 

week to make a real difference in 

enhancing older people's lives? Royal 

Voluntary Service is looking for volunteers 

to visit older people returning home from 

hospital to support them in reclaiming 

their confidence. Anyone can become a 

volunteer, even an hour a week can make 

a difference.  
 

This short-term, friendly service enables 

volunteers to help by collecting 

prescriptions, shopping or simply  visiting for 

a cup of tea and a chat. This will significantly 

reduce the loneliness older people 

experience when getting out and about is 

difficult. Royal Voluntary Service is calling on 

local people to give up just 1 to 2 hours of 

their time for six weeks to become a 

volunteer for the service, which is tailored to 

the individual requirements of each person.  
 

There is no specialised requirement for 

volunteers, you just need to: 

• possess a willingness and desire to help 

• be committed to providing reliable, 

consistent support 

• enjoy sharing your time with others and 

meeting new people 
 

The benefits to both volunteers and older 

people are numerous and rewarding: 

• you meet new people 

• you learn new things about others and the 

area in which you live 

• people retain independence and self-esteem 

• volunteers experience a feeling of 

contributing to an invaluable service 
 

If you are interested and would like more 

information, please contact Natalie Roebuck 

o n  0 7 9 1 9  8 8 0 6 2 9 , 

Natalie.Roebuck@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk 

or Lesley Bridge on 07500 811180,  

Lesley.Bridge@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk. 
 

Natalie Roebuck 

Great Binfields Primary 

School Open Mornings 
 

Is your child due to start school in 

September 2017?  If so, we have 

arranged some Open Mornings on the 

following dates: 
 

•Tuesday 11 October 

•Wednesday 9 November 

•Thursday 17 November 
 

Tours will start at 9.30am and 10.30am 

on each of the mornings. 
 

This is an opportunity to see our school at 

work and to talk to some of the pupils who 

will be conducting tours on these days. 

Our Headteacher, Miss Jules Rogers, and 

Deputy Headteacher, Miss Nicki Lyddon, 

will be available to meet you and answer 

any questions you may have. 
 

If you would like to attend please contact 

the school office on 01256 460532 and 

we will be happy to book an appointment 

for you. 
 

Helen Worgan 
 

Go Green your Home!  
 

Pioneering owners of some of the UK’s most 

eco-friendly SuperHomes will host free Open 

Days this September. SuperHomes are older 

homes refurbished by their owners for much 

greater comfort, lower bills and far fewer 

carbon emissions - at least 60% less! Visitors 

can expect to come away with plenty of energy 

saving ideas for their own home. Tours and 

Q&A sessions will let you quiz the owners, so 

you can discover what worked and get frank 

feedback on anything that didn’t. These free 

events are promoted by the National Energy 

Foundation. To find out more or to pre-book a 

p lace on a  f ree tour ,  v is i t 

www.superhomes.org.uk. 
 

Gordon Glass 



 

 

Four Lanes Community 

Centre 

 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: Wed 

9.30-11.00am, £12.00 for 6 weeks or 

£2.50 per week on a drop-in basis. For 

mums/dads, babies and pre-school 

children. Life with young children  can 

be exciting, exhausting, rewarding, 

challenging, joyful and daunting. Come 

and join us and have fun. There will be 

a range of activities including indoor 

and outdoor toys, arts and crafts, 

stories and rhymes, drinks and 

biscuits, all based in a safe and 

welcoming environment. Please 

contact us to register your interest. 

 

ZUMBA: Zumba is a popular fitness 

programme inspired by Latin dance. 

It’s the best way to lose weight while 

enjoying high energy and motivating 

dance moves alongside fantastic 

dance music. Mondays 7.30pm to 

8.30pm, Tuesdays 7.00pm to 8.00pm. 

Cost £6.00 pay as you go. Contact 

Rina Mistry 07971 553658. 

 

Clubbercise: bring a night out to your 

work out. Fun, easy to follow dance 

fitness routines using glowsticks to 

club anthems from the 90’s to the 

latest chart music.  Taught in a 

darkened room with disco lights. 

Thursdays 8.00pm to 8.45pm, classes 

to be booked in advance on https://

bookwhen.com/clubbercisewithaimee 

or  https ://www.facebook.com/

clubbercisewithaimee/ 

 

Hatha Yoga: No previous experience 

required, suitable for all levels. 

Payable in blocks of 6 weeks cost 

£30.00 or drops in welcome at £6.00 

per class. For further information and 

to book the course please contact Kati 

on 07450 226719 or emai l 

pumpkinyoga@gmail.com. 

 

L inguatast ic :  Languages  wi th 

Linguatastic include French and 

Spanish before school clubs; Italian, 

Spanish and French for adults; and 

French for secondary school pupils. 

For further information please email 

info@linguatastic.com or phone 

471474. 
 

Good Companions—over 55s Group: 

Come along and enjoy tea and 

homemade cake with a variety of 

speakers and activities. Events 

available on request. Four Lanes 

Community Centre, 3rd Tuesday of 

every month. Events available on 

request. 
 

Holiday Play Scheme – Summer 

Holidays: The Holiday Play Scheme is a 

great idea to keep your children 

entertained during the school holidays. 

Open to school children aged from 4 to 

11 years. The Holiday Play Scheme 

provides a fabulous day of activities 

supervised by our friendly and 

professional team to keep the children 

amused with arts and crafts, sports, 

games and fun food.  The Holiday Play 

Scheme runs through every school 

holiday and inset days and is lots of 

fun. We have 2 options for sessions 

times: 

Session A: 8.30am-4.00pm, price 

£14.75 

Session B: 8.30am-5.30pm, price 

£18.00 

The above clubs are available to Infant 

and Junior children who attend school 

full time. 

 

Virginia Wyatt 
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Basingstoke Discovery Centre 
 

To book a place, order online from 

ww.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php, visit 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre in 

Festival Place, or call 01256 478670. 

Advance book ing  is  s t rong l y 

recommended. 

 

August events: 

 

Let’sGO Construction Club: Every 

Saturday 2pm, ages 3+, free of 

charge.   

 

Creative Colouring for Grown-Ups: 

Every Monday, 2pm, free of charge. 

Calm the mind, bring out your creative 

side and share the fun! All in the 

comfort of the Coffee Shop area. 

Materials provided or bring your own. 

 

BigArt Workshop: Monday 1, 10am, 

11.30am, 1.30pm and 3pm, cost £5. 

Come and help create a spectacular 

large recycled sculpture based on a 

character from a Roald Dahl story. We 

will be sticking on lots of lovely collage 

materials and textures to make 

something  fabulous to be displayed in 

the Discovery Centre for everyone to 

see. You can also decorate your own 

Roald Dahl themed puppet to take 

home too. Will you choose The Hungry 

Crocodile, The BFG or would you rather 

make a Roly Poly Bird? 

 

How can you help Honeybees?: 

Tuesday 2, 2pm, ages 5+, cost £3 

(adults free of charge). The number of 

honeybees is on the decline, but every 

family can make a real contribution to 

helping honeybees by planting “bee 

friendly” flowers in their gardens. In 

this talk a local beekeeper will explain 

how the nectar and pollen bees collect 

is used in the beehive. All children will 

receive a free packet of “bee friendly” 

seed. 

 

Creative Writing for Young Adults: 

Wednesday 3, 17 and 31, 4-5pm, free 

of charge, age 11-15. Gain confidence 

in your writing and meet like-minded 

people in this friendly group.  

 

(The Big Friendly Read, Summer 

reading Challenge 2016) Children’s 

Crafts: Thursday 4, from 10am, ages 

3+, free of charge. BFG & The Twits. 

 

Beginners Photography Workshop: 

Saturday 6, 10am-4pm, cost £35. 

Learn to use all your camera settings 

and functions with confidence. Join 

experienced photographer Stephen 

Pritchard for a fun and practical 

session to help you understand ISO, 

aperture, composition and lighting. 

Make sure you bring a fully charged 

battery with your camera, empty 

memory card and handbook if you 

have one. 

 

Board Games for Grown-Ups: Saturday 

6 2–4pm, Wednesday 10 4-5pm, 

Wednesday 24 4-5pm, ages 14+, free 

of charge. Develop your skills of 

cooperation and strategy in this 

friendly group. Meet in the Coffee 

Shop area. Some games provided or 

bring your own. 

 

Charlie’s Storytelling Parties: Monday 

8, 10am and 11.15am, ages 3-5, cost 

£3.50 (adults free). Lost and Found- 

Join children’s entertainer and actress 

Charlie Sanderson for a super 45 

minutes of storytelling, singing and 

other surprises! 
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Charlie’s Storytelling Parties: Tuesday 

9, 2pm and 3.15pm, ages 5-7, cost 

£3.50 (adults free). A Lion in Paris - 

Join children’s entertainer and actress 

Charlie Sanderson for a super 45 

minutes of storytelling, singing and 

other surprises! 
 

(The Big Friendly Read, Summer 

reading Challenge 2016) Children’s 

Crafts: Tuesday 9, from 10am, ages 

3+, free of charge. Charlie & the 

Chocolate Factory. 
 

Discover Board Games: Saturday 13, 

and Saturday 27, 10am-1pm, ages 3+. 

Free of charge.  
 

(The Big Friendly Read, Summer 

reading Challenge 2016) Children’s 

Crafts: Thursday 18, from 10am, ages 

3+, free of charge. Fantastic Mr Fox. 
 

Children’s Crafts: Saturday 20, from 

10am, ages 3+, free of charge. 
 

(The Big Friendly Read, Summer 

reading Challenge 2016) Children’s 

Crafts: Tuesday 30, from 10am, ages 

3+, free of charge. Matilda. 

 

Phil Jarvis 

 

Cat’s Protection Skydive 
 

A brave fundraiser from Old Basing aims 

to raise money for local cats by taking 

part in a daring skydive with the Red 

Devils. The Red Devil 15,000 feet 

Tandem Skydive takes place on 23rd 

August over Salisbury Plain and offers a 

unique and challenging opportunity for 

adrenaline junkies looking to complete 

their own skydive while raising vital funds 

for Cats Protection.  
 

Anne Taylor is particularly looking 

forward to the challenge and aims to 

raise a minimum of £750 for Cats 

Protection’s Basingstoke & District 

Branch. Anne has been Treasurer for the 

Basingstoke & District Branch of Cats 

Protection for more than 6 years, so she 

knows about all the bills and expenses. 

Anne said: “I’m a keen supporter of Cats 

Protection’s Basingstoke & District 

Branch and wanted to help raise funds 

for them to continue their great work. 

They do a great job in caring for cats and 

taking the plunge with a skydive is a 

great way to support them in raising 

money. At Basingstoke, we don't have a 

centre, we're all volunteers working from 

our own homes with a network of 

fosterers, so every penny raised goes 

directly to the care and upkeep of the 

cats in our care.” 
 

The Red Devils are one of the world’s 

most famous parachute display teams 

and they only instruct tandem skydivers 

for a limited period of time during their 

busy schedules. The flight to jump 

altitude takes around 15-20 minutes – 

enough time to take in exhilarating views 

of the Salisbury countryside. Participants 

will experience 45 seconds of free-fall 

before reaching speeds in excess of 

120mph and finally opening the 

parachute at around 5,000 feet. Here, 

they’ll experience a five minute descent, 

complete with spectacular views and the 

cheers of fellow jumpers, Cat Protections 

supporters, friends and family.  
 

For more details about the Red Devil 

Tandem Skydive, or to sign up for the 

c h a l l e n g e  y o u r s e l f ,  v i s i t 

www.cats.org.uk/events.  
 

To sponsor Anne Taylor, visit http://

www.justgiving.com/LittleDevilAnne or 

Text CPBD60 followed by the amount to 

70070. 
 

Clare Toombes  
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Hospice Shop Volunteers 

Needed 
 

When the 14-year-old me was 

encouraged by my school to sign up 

for volunteering at the St. Michael’s 

Hospice Shop in Chineham four years 

ago I was apprehensive. However, my 

three-month spell at the shop turned 

into a three-and-a-half-year long 

commitment and I had the chance to 

interact with volunteers from all walks 

of life who have become lifelong 

friends. 
 

I worked with like-minded teenagers 

as well as learning so much from older 

workers. For example, a 90-year-old 

woman named Peggy, whose patience 

was invaluable to me when settling in, 

became a mother-figure not only in the 

shop but my life outside as well. 

Advantages are not only social as I 

gained important skills such as 

customer service and till training that 

have made me more employable!  
 

All of this happened under the 

guidance of manager Amanda Hall, 

who now oversees the running of the 

shop as Deputy Head of Retail. She 

endeavours to create a friendly and 

determined atmosphere in the shop 

and I have never met such an effective 

boss and friend. As I, now 18, look 

towards University it is on behalf of her 

and the Hospice team that I appeal for 

your help volunteering. The shop has 

been short of volunteers lately which is 

a sad fact given the benefits it has 

given me. Whatever your age, whether 

you be retired or a student in 

secondary school, volunteering at St. 

Michael’s Hospice Chineham will serve 

as a positive in your life! 
 

Toby Bryant 

Fused Glass Studio 

Opening 
 

I am a local fused glass artist who will 

be opening my studio in Old Basing 

under Hampshire Open Studios 

scheme and you would be very 

welcome to visit and browse the 

colourful fused glass artwork including 

glass pictures and hangings, glass 

homewares including dishes and 

coasters, and dichroic, glass and wire 

jewellery. Lots of new items to see! 
 

Hampshire Open Studios is a scheme 

encouraging local artists throughout 

Hampshire to open their studios and 

homes to showcase their work, some 

of which hopefully you will buy as well 

as admire – giving an ideal opportunity 

to acquire an original piece. For more 

information and to find other artists in 

t h e  B a s i n g s t o k e  a r e a  v i s i t 

www.hampshireopenstudios.com 
 

Address: The Glass Studio, 8 Almond 

Close, Old Basing, Basingstoke, RG24 

7DW. 
 

Opening dates: Every day from 

Saturday 20th to Bank Holiday 

Monday 29th August, 11.00am to 

5.00pm. Other times by appointment, 

phone 01256 476732.  
 

For more details please go to: 

www.aileenmayers.co.uk 
 

Aileen Mayers 
 

 

Did you know? August 18th marks the 

anniversary of the establishment of 

the National Fire Service in Britain, in 

1941.  
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