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November 2017 

Surely it cannot be November already? Christmas advertisements have already 

started appearing on the television and radio, and the shops are featuring festive 

fare. I am not complaining about the latter though! For those who cannot bear talk 

of Christmas yet, fear not—we have Guy Fawkes Night first! 
 

I am a bit torn on the subject of fireworks. In principle, absolutely—a good fireworks 

display, roaring bonfire and the faces of excited children is hard to beat. However, I 

am a bit sad that there doesn’t seem to be a single display here in Chineham! I 

would far rather walk somewhere local and enjoy a stress-free journey than attempt 

to park elsewhere in Basingstoke. If I am wrong then please correct me because 

nothing would make me happier than supporting a local event. Then there is the 

downside to fireworks: the whole celebration becoming a month long event with 

private parties from weeks before to weeks after. Those with children, pets or sleep 

deprivation may well understand my curmudgeonly stance there... So here is hoping 

everyone stays safe this November—follow the regulations, be sensible, keep pets 

indoors and check for wildlife before you light your bonfire. Oh, and have fun! 
 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 

We are starting the build up to the busy 

festive period and full details over events to 

be held in the club during December will 

appear in next month's Chat. However, one 

date we can confirm for members' diaries is 

Monday 11th December. On this date we 

will be holding our Xmas bingo, which will 

start at 20.00. Big prizes to be won. 
 

November entertainment events are: 

Mon 6th: bingo in the lounge bar at 8pm. 

Sat 11th: Live acoustic music with Broken 

Stones, 20.00 in the lounge bar 

Thurs 16th: Senior citizens’ bingo and 

lunch. 1.00pm in the lounge bar. 
 

John Prince (07767 643317) 
 

Chineham Village Hall 

Now that the nights are drawing in and the 

playground is in darkness earlier, could 

everyone visiting the halls and club please 

ensure their children are not left to play in 

the car park. Besides ball games being 

prohibited everywhere except the playing 

fields, there is also is a risk that a driver 

might not see a child in the dark, with 

possibly devastating consequences. Please 

keep your children with you to ensure they 

are safe. 
 

A timetable of current events in the halls for 

both adults and children are detailed 

below, and can also be found on the 

calendar of events on our website. Please 

contact the organisers if you require more 

information. 
 

Main Hall: 

Monday: Gym Minis, 9.30–11.30am, 

Shelley 07769 916299; Pilates, 12-1pm, 

Pam pamsteele@idnet.com; David Smith 

Dance, www.davidsmithdance.com for 

further details/timings or call 07791 

749163; 3rd Chineham Brownies, 5.30–

6.55pm; 1st Chineham Guides, 7–9pm. 

Tuesday: Caterpillar Music, 9.40–

11.40am, Jasmin 07952 935021; 

Aerobics, 7.30-8.30pm, Tracey 07707 

681070 or tcxercise2010@hotmail.co.uk. 

Wednesday: Lynden School of Dance, 3.45

–6pm, Lyndendance@aol.com; Weight 

Watchers, 6.30-8.00pm, 07884 240215; 

Zumba, 8.30-9.30pm, Rina 07971 

553658. 

Thursday: Slimming World, sessions at 

9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm and 7.30pm, 

Faith 07966 933994. 

Friday: Caterpillar Music, 9.30–11.30am, 

Jasmin 07952 935021; Lynden School of 

Dance, 3.45-6pm, Lyndendance@aol.com; 

D a v i d  S m i t h  D a n c e , 

www.davidsmithdance/07791 749163. 

Sunday: Karate, 6.30-8pm, Sam 07919 

338556; David Smith Dance, 

www.davidsmithdance.com/07791 

749163. 
 

Community Rooms: 

Monday: 1st Chineham Rainbow Guides, 

5.30-6.30pm; Craft Circle, 3rd Monday of 

every month, 7.30-10pm. 

Tuesday: Yoga, 7-8pm, Chris 07712 

427428. 

Wednesday: Yoga, 9.45-11am and 7.15–

8.30pm, Maria 07771 921185. 

Thursday: Little Pumas, 4-6pm, Kate 

07887 993207. 

Saturday: Young Yogis, 9.30–11.30am, 

youngyogiswithg@gmail.com. 
 

Lynne Hughes 
 

Chineham Library 

Unbelievably now that we have passed half 

term Christmas is already looming fast. 

With this in mind, how about booking 

tickets to attend the Pickwick papers event 

on the evening of the 7th December? If the 

recent Reading Jail event is anything to go 

by, it should be an enjoyable experience. In 

addition, there are displays of Christmas 

fiction to select from, and Christmas 
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focused events for children. These include 

the craft session on December 2nd and the 

Christmas storytime on December 22nd.  
 

In addition to these special events, other 

activities continue as usual. For children, 

rhymetimes take place every Tuesday at 

10am for under ones and 11am for over 

ones. Saturdays continue with crafts on the 

first Saturday of the month between 10am

–12pm and preschool storytimes at 10am 

all other Saturdays. Code Club meets every 

Tuesday pm except for November 7th and 

Chatterbooks will meet at 3.45pm on the  

November 16th. For the latest information 

about these please check with staff. 

Saturday 11th there will be a Superheroes 

day, when children are invited to drop into 

the library in costume and take part in 

themed activities. Times are 10am–3pm. 

Staff may also be dressed up! 
 

For adults, Age Concern will be here every 

Wednesday morning between 10am–1pm 

providing computer tuition for the over 55s. 

Sessions can be booked through the local 

office on 01256 423874. The Crime 

reading group meets on November 11th 

and CHIPPS on November 8th. The adult 

colouring group which meets on some 

Wednesday afternoons now includes crafts 

as well, for details please ask the staff. We 

are looking at starting further groups for 

adults in the New Year, a general reading 

group and a creative writing group. If you, or 

anyone you know might be interested in 

these, please do let us know. There will also 

be more courses and talks to look out for. 
 

The library is moving into lending a wider 

range of items. You may therefore be 

interested to know that both ipads and 

microbits can be borrowed for a 4 week 

loan, and training is provided on ipad 

usage. Please do follow us on social media 

for all the most up-to-date information. 
 

Cathy Foster 

Chineham WI 

We had a busy and sociable meeting in 

September when we celebrated our 8th 

birthday. We were joined by 14 guests 

from other local WIs and enjoyed a 

demonstration of candle making by Brian 

Graham followed by food, socialising and a 

surprisingly difficult quiz with all the 

questions based on the number 8. The 

demonstration was enlightening (pun 

intended!) and many members purchased 

finished candles, or kits to make their own.  
 

Tired of online shopping? On Saturday, 

18th November Chineham WI are holding 

a Christmas Craft Fair at Chineham Village 

Hall where you can see and touch the 

goods before you buy! The doors are open 

from 11:00am until 3:00pm and we have 

a huge variety of different crafts 

represented. Here is your opportunity to 

find original and inspiring Christmas gifts 

which are not available from High Street 

stores. In addition you'll find Christmas 

cards and decorations, and beautiful 

handmade gift boxes to make your gift the 

gift they want to open first!  We've chosen 

our crafters for the quality of their 

workmanship and value for money. So put 

the date on your calendar now and don't 

miss this opportunity to solve your 

Christmas gift dilemmas all under one 

roof. When you've crossed the last person 

off your list, you can reward yourself with a 

homemade cake! Parking free.  
 

You are welcome to join us for our regular 

meeting at 7:30pm in the Shaftesbury 

Room, Christ Church, on 27th November 

to hear Tony Cross on "The Romance of 

the Letterbox". Are love letters a thing of 

the past? Is letter writing a dying art? Why 

not come and join in the discussion with a 

fun and friendly group of local ladies? We 

look forward to meeting you. 
 

Pam Malcolm 
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Befrienders Needed 

We are looking for volunteers in your 

community .  Could  you be a 

‘Befriender’?  
 

What will I be doing?: As a Volunteer 

Befriender your role will be to provide 

social companionship to patients who 

have a chronic or life limiting illness and 

who are isolated or lonely. Visiting 

patients in their own homes, you will 

help them to feel more supported and 

help to improve their emotional well-

being and confidence.  
 

How much time do I need to commit?: 

Just 2 hours a week, or less, can make 

a real difference to a patient living in 

your local community. 
 

What support will I be given?: All 

relevant training will be given, as well as 

regular and on-going support and 

supervision. 
 

Interested?: For further information 

contact Caroline Nash, Befriending 

Manager on 01264 835293 or email 

Caroline.Nash@hhft.nhs.uk. Interested 

volunteers will be invited to an informal 

interview and the role is subject to 

references, simple health checks and 

DBS clearance.  
 

Caroline Nash 

 

Grant Applications Open 

Clarion Housing Group offers grants of 

£1000 to £5000 to charities, social 

enterprises and community groups to 

deliver positive initiatives that benefit 

Affinity Sutton or Circle residents and 

the surrounding communities. The 

Community Grants programme is 

managed by Groundwork UK and we 

are very keen to encourage more 

charities and social enterprises in your 

area to apply. Our deadline for our 

next round of funding is Monday 20 

November with awards made in 

February 2018.  
 

Our residents are spread across 

Basingstoke including Brighton Hill, 

Buckskin, Oakley, Oakridge, Old 

Basing, Popley, Rooksdown, South 

Ham, Winklebury and Worting so if any 

local organisations deliver activities, 

projects or services they should 

consider application.  
 

To find out more and to apply online 

visit www.groundwork.org.uk/clarion-

uk. The local contact is Jane Haskins, 

Clarion Neighbourhood Investment 

Officer, jane.haskins@clarionhg.com. 
 

Keep up to date with grants currently 

available via www.bvaction.org.uk/

sections/grants-and-fundraising-

advice. 
 

Kevin Laing 
 

November Nights 

Hold a fun evening and at the same 

time raise money for St Michael’s 

Hospice. Our ‘November Nights’ 

campaign is a great way to get 

involved. Have a cheese and wine 

evening, a games evening, Bonfire 

Night party, or a girl’s night in being 

pampered. The list is endless of the 

different things you could do to be 

involved. 
 

If you have an idea please let us 

know, or if you need supporting 

material to help promote your event, 

please give Lynne Grimshaw a call on 

0 1 2 5 6  8 4 8 8 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

Lynne.grimshaw@stmichaelshospice.

org.uk. 
 

Sue O’Flinn 
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BMAF 2018 Creative Writing 
An integral part of the annual Basingstoke 

Music & Arts Festival – now in its 55th 

year – September saw the launch of the 

Festival’s Creative Writing Competition. 

Last year, Chineham resident Kevin 

Sleight won the overall Adults’ prize. Will 

he repeat the feat this year, or will another 

talented Chineham child or adult writer 

rise to the occasion? 
 

The Creative Writing competition’s adult 

and children’s categories include short 

stories, poetry, articles as well as play 

scripts and letter writing. Whilst entrants 

are encouraged to consider something 

with a local flavour, entries in all 

categories can be on any subject of the 

author’s choice. 
 

The entry deadline this year will be 11th 

December 2016. All entrants are 

automatically invited to attend the awards 

ceremony at Queen Mary’s College at 

2:30pm on Sunday 18th March. Entries 

can be submitted via email (address 

below) as well as by post. For more 

i n f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e  v i s i t 

basingstokemusicandartsfestival.org.uk 

and select Creative Writing or you can 

request a printed copy of the Creative 

Writing entry form and syllabus (or the 

overall BMAF syllabus) by sending an 

email with your contact details to 

bmaf@kempshott.plus.com. Alternatively, 

contact BMAF Creative Writing Section 

Secretary Tony Corbin on 07801 166223. 
 

Tony Corbin 
 

Basingstoke NeighbourCare 
Drivers: We provide a service for elderly 

people, particularly those who find it 

difficult to use public transport or lack the 

confidence to go out alone. We provide a 

driving service to pick them up from 

home, take them to their appointment 

and home again, using our volunteer’s 

own car. We also take clients shopping, 

to social events such as lunch clubs, 

helping them remain part of their 

community. We need drivers who can 

spare a few hours a week during the day 

time, Monday to Friday, and who have a 

car that is comprehensively insured and 

suitable for carrying an elderly person. 

We will cover your petrol cost from home 

(currently 45p per mile). Some of our 

drivers currently work shifts and can only 

offer 1 or part of a day per week but even 

this amount of time can help. You can 

choose what hours/days you are 

available and what duties you undertake. 
 

Befrienders: Would you have an hour a 

week free? Many elderly people would 

love to have someone to come and see 

them for a cup of tea and a chat. You will 

gain great satisfaction and help them to 

relieve their loneliness. We try to find you 

someone who lives near to you so that if 

you do not have your own transport you 

can walk to them. But if you have to use 

your car or public transport we will 

reimburse your costs. We need people 

who have time and patience and like 

talking to elderly people. You need to 

have good listening skills and be able to 

show empathy. We will provide you with 

training and support and match you with 

one of our clients. Our befriending co-

ordinator will take you to your first 

meeting with our client and support you 

as necessary. 
 

If you are interested in either or both 

please contact us on 01256 423855 

or volunteer@neighbourcare.com. See 

also www.neighbourcare.com for 

further information about our service. 
 

Hazel Tilbury 
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Nature Notes 

Today was a sunny afternoon and 

whilst I was pottering in the garden I 

watched the bees, some flies and the 

odd butterfly (mostly red admirals) on 

the ivy. It reminded me that during the 

summer Hazel had been stroking bees 

in the garden centres we visited. The 

bees were not in the least bit bothered. 
 

My hopes that the magpies had 

departed was short-lived. Many 

conversations amongst the magpies in 

the tree at the bottom of the garden 

were followed by the birds carrying long 

twigs into the top. To my surprise they 

must be nesting. Talking about that 

tree, this year the leaves are not 

turning yellow but red and green. 
 

I was reading about the yarrow plant 

which had appeared so prolifically in 

Chineham during the spell of wet 

weather and discovered that it was a 

cure-all because of its antiseptic 

qualities. Yarrow tea is said to be good 

for colds and rheumatism, with a fresh 

leaf ideal for toothache. (No, I haven’t 

tried it, but like a number of wild 

flowers it is still used in folk medicine.) 

Another plant on that list is herb robert, 

which, in addition to being a powerful 

medicinal plant was also grown for its 

looks. It is related to the geranium and 

I grow it for that reason. Just now the 

leaves are turning red after producing 

pink flowers all summer. A pretty plant 

but often regarded as a weed. There 

are so many of these that used to grow 

in cottage gardens, but if you asked the 

average person about wild flowers, 

they might mention bluebell or 

primrose. Perhaps I’m wrong. 
 

With the surplus of acorns this year, 

you will probably see a squirrel 

collecting its larder for winter. I often 

wonder how they know later where 

these stockpiles are, but they evidently 

have a rough idea, return there, and 

with the aid of acute sense of smell, 

locate the food. In addition to the 

squirrel, the jay seen earlier this year in 

Cibbons Road, may be spotted also 

gathering acorns for winter, but it is 

very shy and usually only seen flying. 

With all those acorns, I hope that more 

dormice survive hibernation.  
 

I regret that one of “my” hedgehogs 

was found dead on the road. 

Remember that if you find a smallish 

hedgehog (under 600g) I keep food 

and boxes for transporting it to the vet. 

There are places that look after them 

until they are large enough to 

overwinter. 
 

Ginny Wright 

ginny.wright2@btinternet.com, 479562 
 

Four Lanes Infant School 

The Year R children have been settling in 

to the school, exploring the school and 

where everything is like the hall, 

playground, toilets and different 

classrooms. They have been learning 

about ‘ourselves’, their feelings, talking 

about families and drawing around their 

bodies and labelling the body parts. They 

have just started to come out with all of us 

for playtime and lunchtimes. The children 

have been exploring autumn and have 

brought in leaves, conkers and acorns. 

They are learning to read and have learnt 

the letters s, a, t, p, i, n using the jolly 

phonics songs and signs to help them say 

the letter sound (cued articulation). 
 

There was a fantastic fairy tale day in Year 

1 where the children came in dressed as 

their favourite fairy tale character and 

went on a fairy tale walk finding and 

looking at objects from the stories. They 



 

 

rewrote the three little pigs story for the 

fairy godmother. They have also been 

thinking about autumn and what the signs 

are that we know autumn has started, 

they went on an autumn walk to see. This 

helped them to write autumn poems. Over 

the last few weeks they have been making 

puppets using split pins and treasury tags 

so they can move. They made practice 

ones and then one with colour and detail 

on. 
 

Year 2’s topic has been the Jolly Postman. 

We read the book where the postman 

delivers letters to all the different fairy tale 

characters. Inside the book are real 

letters, invites and instructions in 

envelopes for us to read. It was really 

exciting. In the story the big bad wolf is 

really disrespectful especially if you are a 

girl. The big bad wolf gobbled up Little Red 

Riding Hood in one big gulp, so watch out 

girls! We had a visit from a real postman 

called Chris. He told us all about his job, 

delivering lots of parcels. He is a happy 

postman too and loves what he does.  
 

Jessica Walmsley, Alex Cameron, Aditi Aulakh 
 

Four Lanes Junior School 
The children have been learning a 

wonderful range of topics and their 

learning has taken place in the 

classrooms, in the school grounds and in 

the wider community. Year 6 recently 

visited Basingstoke Town Centre as part 

of their Amazingstoke history topic: they 

visited the Willis Museum, Festival Place 

and the Top of Town to find out about 

how Basingstoke has changed over time 

and to learn about some of the 

interesting events that have taken place 

here. They are now using the information 

that they gathered in their project work 

back at school. Year 5 have been 

studying ‘The Highwayman’ by Alfred 

Noyes in English and have been learning 

about the Ancient Greeks in their topic 

work. In science they have been learning 

about light, how light moves and is 

reflected and about how the human eye 

works and how we see: they had an 

exciting trip to the Science Department at 

Queen Mary’s College to take part in 

some practical activities to help with this 

aspect of their learning. 
 

Lower School have also been very busy. 

In Year 3, the children enjoyed a fabulous 

‘outdoor day’ in which they learned to 

light a fire and cook marshmallows over 

their campfire. This day was part of their 

work on exploring the world around them. 

The whole school was recently invaded 

by Vikings: the children and teachers in 

Year 4 all dressed up for their Viking 

themed learning day. The Year 4 children 

are also learning about descriptions of 

different story characters in English and 

in their Science, they are finding out 

about how sound travels. The whole 

school came together recently to share 

our Harvest Assembly: we were all 

delighted to see the harvest donations 

that we were able to share with the local 

food bank. 
 

Alison Sutton, Tristan Sutton 
 

Christmas Bazaar 
The Old Basing Royal British Legion, 

Women's Section cordially invites you to 

our Christmas Bazaar in the Jack Morris 

Hall of the OB Royal British Legion from 

2.00 till 4.00 pm on Saturday 25th 

November. We have gifts galore, jewellery, 

toiletries, craft and how about a lavender 

wheatie bag to help those aches and 

pains? There will be a superb tombola and 

delicious refreshments and we mustn't 

forget our visit from Father Christmas with 

his bag of gifts. Entrance 50p. 
 

Sue Wilson 
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Chineham Parish Council 

Virgin Media: Works continue by Virgin 

Media to install cables and cabinets 

around the parish. If you would like to 

speak to them about the works, please 

call them on 0333 0005925 or email 

expansionworks@virginmedia.co.uk. 
 

Grants: Section 137 of the Local 

Government Act 1972 empowers the 

Parish Council to spend some of its 

money, subject to limits, on purposes 

that it considers to be "in the interests 

of, and will bring direct benefit to, their 

area, or any part of it, or all or some of 

its inhabitants." Grants under Section 

137 are only available to Groups or 

Organisations (personal applications 

cannot be considered) and any grant 

requests must be supported by a 

Chineham Parish Council Grant 

Application Form which is available to 

download from our website or by 

contacting the Clerk. The request must 

be from a Group or Organisation that 

supports or has a direct benefit to the 

residents of Chineham. 
 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 13 November. 

The meeting starts at 7.45pm and will 

take place in the Community Rooms at 

the Chineham Village Hall. The Parish 

Council is here to help the residents of 

Chineham, so if there is a Chineham 

issue you are concerned about, please 

feel free to contact the Clerk, Sally 

Jackson on 01256 474500 or email 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the Assistant 

Clerk, Julia Johnston on 01256 

3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk during 

office hours only please. The Parish 

Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Julia Johnston 

Basingstoke’s Got Talent 

We are delighted that Basingstoke 

Gang Show are back for their 26th 

show in our town. Book your tickets 

early for your family and friends, then 

experience stellar performances of live 

music, stunning dance performances 

and hilarious comedy.  Basingstoke 

Gang Show is recognised as the best-

selling and longest running ‘family 

variety show’ in our region and 

showcases an extremely talented cast. 

The 11 performances, many over half 

term week, will entertain audiences as 

you laugh out loud, tap your toes and 

sing along to the songs that you love. 

The cast will wow you with amazing 

vocals from country to modern, old to 

new and back again.  
 

Intrigued? Then book your tickets and 

experience this feel good family show 

at The Haymarket. Dates are Thursday 

8th to Saturday 17th February 

excluding Sunday 11th. Matinees are 

10th and 17th February. Monday 12th 

Feb ruary  wi l l  be  a  ‘ re laxed 

performance’; providing the perfect 

environment to enable ‘accessibility for 

all’ to enjoy this special performance. 
 

Ticket prices are: Adults £19.00, 

Children £13.00, Concession: £17.00. 

Last night (Saturday 17th) £20. Early 

booking discount (book by 31st 

December) to save £2.00 off each 

ticket by quoting ‘code BGS2018’ for 

performances on Thursday 8th, 

Monday 12th, Wednesday 14th 

February. Or group booking discount of 

£1.00 off each ticket for every 10 

purchased before 31st January. 

Discounts not available with online 

bookings. One discount only per 

booking. 
 

Kirsty Sayers 
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Governors Wanted 

The school Governing body is made up 

of parents, staff and members of the 

local community. We are looking to 

recruit 3 additional Governors who are 

currently not parents of pupils at the 

school. Community Governors are 

appointed by the Governing Body to 

represent community interests. They 

live or work in the community served 

by the school and have a keen interest 

in the school’s success. 
 

We are looking for someone that has: 

-An interest in our children’s future 

-Time, energy and enthusiasm 

-A desire to make a difference 

-Are you happy to ask questions, listen 

and learn? 
 

Being a Governor is a rewarding and 

effective way of making a voluntary 

contribution to your community and to 

the lives of local young people. If you 

are interested in becoming a 

community governor, please contact 

Tracy Neilson for more information: 

T.Neilson@fourlanes-jun.hants.sch.uk, 

01256 816326. 
 

Matthew Bailey 

Chair of Governors 

 

Four Lanes Community Centre 
Happy Hands and Dancing Feet (for 

mums, dads, babies and pre-school 

children). Wednesdays: 9.30am-

11.00am on going. £12.00 for 6 weeks 

or £2.50 per week on a drop-in basis. 

Zumba: Mondays: 7.30pm to 8.30pm, 

Tuesdays: 7.00pm to 8.00pm. £5.25 on 

Mondays and £6.00 on Tuesdays, pay 

as you go. Contact: Lisa 07884 

267722.  

Clubbercise: brings a night out to your 

work out. Thursdays 8.00pm-8.45pm. 

Classes to be booked in advance on 

h t t p s : / / b o o k w h e n . c o m /

clubbercisewithaimee or https://

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

clubbercisewithaimee/. 

Hatha Yoga: Thursdays 6.15pm to 

7.15pm at the Junior School. Payable in 

blocks of 6 weeks cost £30.00 or drops 

in welcome £6.00 per class. For further 

information and to book the course 

please contact Kati on 07450 226719 

or email pumpkinyoga@gmail.com 

Linguatastic: Languages include: French 

and Spanish before school clubs, 

Italian, Spanish and French for adults, 

French for Secondary School pupils. For 

further information please email 

info@linguatastic.com or phone 

471474. 

Good Companions over 55s group: Four 

Lanes Community Centre, 3rd Tuesday 

of every month. 

Holiday Play Scheme: Open to school 

children aged from 4-11 years. Runs 

through every school holiday and inset 

days. We have 2 options for session 

times: 

Session A 8.30am-4.00pm – £14.75 

Session B 8.30am-5.30pm – £18.00 

Available to Infant and Junior children 

who attend school full time. 
 

Virginia Wyatt  

 

Christmas Fair 
A Christmas Fair in aid of Sebastian’s 

Action Trust will be held on Saturday 

25th November 1-4pm at Christ Church, 

Chineham. Christmas stalls, Santa's 

Grotto, mulled wine and mince pies, 

plus festive entertainment. Donation 

entrance. For more information please 

call 01344 622500 or email us at 

fundraising@sebastiansactiontrust.org. 
 

Gemma Simpkins 
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
Last week Maria Miller MP and I were 

welcomed to Thames Water’s new THP 

(thermal hydrolysis process) plant at 

Basingstoke Sewage Treatment 

Works. It replaces the old sludge 

treatment plant with a modern, robust 

and sustainable plant for the long 

term. The new equipment will help 

Thames Water increase nine-fold the 

energy generated at Basingstoke, 

providing enough power to run the 

treatment works on renewable energy, 

with any surplus being fed back into 

the national grid. This will reduce 

Thames Water’s carbon footprint and 

secure a sustainable, cost-effective 

energy supply. The plant will also 

improve the treatment of sewage 

sludge (which is a by-product of the 

sewage treatment process). This will 

help Thames Water keep customers’ 

bills low by moving away from treating 

sludge by more costly methods, such 

as lime treatment. It will also create a 

dryer fertiliser product, more suitable 

for agriculture. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

Website: elainestill.com/

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 
 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 

As I write (mid Oct) we are suffering 

from a traveller invasion on the 

Thames Water owned land on 

Thornhill Way at the end of the fitness 

trail and the children’s play area. All 

actions that are able to be taken were 

implemented with BDBC, Police and 

Thames Water and the incidents of 

criminal damage and continuous anti-

social behaviour reported and updated 

to the police daily. The travellers have 

appeared in greater numbers than 

before and I understand that this 

group have been in the Basingstoke 

area for some time arriving in 

Chineham after eviction from Down 

Grange after inflicting similar damage 

and behaviour. Solutions for the 

prevention of similar incidents are, at 

the moment, very hard to find but at 

the request of the police if you observe 

any incident(s) please report it to 101. 
 

The roundabout works are evident to 

all now and we will all have to be 

patient on our travels and be aware 

that the rat-running down the side 

roads will also be increasing. The 30 

mph signs erected in the works area 

are effective for the whole route - 

there are no repeater signs as the 

lamp standard rule comes into force. 
 

Paul Miller 

Tel: 01256 467400 

Mobile: 07777 659022 

cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  
 

Light Up a Life 

St. Michael’s Hospice invite you to 

their Light up a Life service on Sunday 

3th December at 6pm in the grounds 

of the Hospice. The service, led by Rvd 

Tom Honey, chaplain at St. Michael’s 

Hospice, will give time for reflection, 

remembering precious memories of 

loved ones who cannot be with us this 

Christmas. If you would like to make a 

dedication in memory of a loved one 

please visit stmichaelshospice.org.uk/

events or for further information 

contact the Fundraising Hotline on 

01256 848848.  
 

Sue O’Flinn 



 

 

Basingstoke Speakers Club 
Basingstoke Speakers Club presents 

International Speaker and Distinguished 

Toastmaster Aletta Rochat. Aletta 

captivates audiences around the world, 

coaching clients ranging from senior 

executives to presenters aiming to deliver 

memorable presentations in conferences. 

Aletta is a Certified World Class Speaking 

Coach and an author. She is currently 

Region Advisor for Europe and Southern 

Africa for Toastmasters International. 
 

She will speak on 11th Nov, 14:30 to 

17:30, at Queen Mary's College, 

Basingstoke. Get your tickets for just £5 

from announcing-aletta.eventbrite.co.uk. 

Aletta will deliver two keynote speeches: 

Speaking as Leader, and How to Leverage 

Toastmasters Membership in Your Career. 

There will also be a chance to practise 

impromptu speaking, plus you'll get to meet 

like-minded people from across Berkshire 

& Hampshire, and find out more about how 

Toastmasters could help you build your 

speaking confidence. 
 

Viv Woodley 
 

Charity Tea Dance 

On Sunday 10th September dancers from 

across the South East came to Chineham 

Village Hall for a Charity Tea Dance, which 

was held in memory of their dear friend 

Hilda Riddle who passed away on Thursday 

18th May 2017, at the age of 89 years 

young. Hilda had been by the side of David 

Smith, Principle of David Smith Dance 

(which now operates from Chineham 

Village Hall), since its formation over 8 

years ago, welcoming everyone who came 

through the door for their Ballroom, Latin, 

Sequence, Line Dance Classes or Tea 

Dances with a beaming smile. 
 

The afternoon Tea Dance raised a 

magnificent sum of £1084.00 for St 

Michael’s Hospice. Monies were raised 

through combinations of door ticket sales, 

raffle, name the teddy competition, silent 

auction, plus many donations that were 

made by those unable to attend. 
 

Everyone who attended wore something 

blue, as this was Hilda’s favourite colour. 

Hilda’s daughters and sons in law Marion & 

Ron, Christine & Colin plus many of the 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren 

came along to support the afternoon. Daisy 

Mitchell, a representative from St Michael’s 

Hospice, came along to accept the cheque 

which was presented by David Smith and 

Hilda’s family and friends. 
 

David Smith 
 

Christmas Market 

The Friends of Sherfield are holding a 

Christmas Market at Sherfield School 

(RG27 0HU) to support Muffins' Dream 

Foundation. Held on Saturday 2nd 

December from 12-4pm, entry is £2 for 

adults, with children free. There will be 

artisan crafts, a Santa's Grotto, reindeer, 

mulled wine, festive eats, Christmas craft 

activities and Christmas carols! 
 

Michelle Baker 
 

Remembrance Parade 

Old Basing Branch will meet at the Crown 

Lane Hall on 12th November at 9am for a 

Remembrance parade and service. Our 

Corps of Drums will lead our parade to St 

Mary's Church where there will be a church 

service followed by our Act of 

Remembrance. We then march back to the 

Jack Morris hall for a light buffet, raffle and 

presentation of annual awards. All are 

welcome to attend whether a member of 

the RBL or not. If you wish to purchase a 

Poppy Wreath or other tribute please 

contact Tim Russell on 07772 883964. 
 

Tim Russell 
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Minister’s Message 

Today is the fourth time that I've been up 

and down the 74 steps to observe the 

amazing reformation which is taking place 

on the roof of The Vyne which is so close to 

our area of Chineham. This adventurous 

project seems to be progressing according 

to plan and soon there will be a watertight 

covering to preserve the treasures of this 

National Trust property which many of us 

often frequent. 
 

There are so many aspects of this project 

which I appreciate and continue to enjoy. I 

love the involvement of the public 

throughout, with the construction of the 

overhead pathway and the opportunity to 

'leave our mark' by writing on a roof tile. 

The glimpse over the trees to the vistas 

beyond is delightful and the accessible 

information to inform and educate makes 

it a very interesting project. Even the 

consideration for the bat community is 

impressive! The recycling of the materials 

and the brilliance of the architects and 

constructors has certainly 'uncovered the 

unseen, revealed the unknown and given 

new historical insights'. Exposing the 

hidden roof structures has certainly 

brought to light hundreds of years of 

building and repair and made it possible, 

with all the accuracy of modern 

technology to preserve The Vyne for many 

years to come. 
 

Viewing the roof from above, as one can 

do at the moment, reminded me that God 

encourages us to look at aspects of our 

lives from a different perspective. He sees 

the big picture and he sees what goes on 

in the hidden depths of any situation and 

therefore can guide us with insights which 

we may not normally possess. 
 

The poetic psalms in the Bible often 

mention how dependable God is and how 

we can totally trust him and his 

overviewing perspective. One of these 

psalms (Ps 25), includes the prayer of a 

King called David who despite making 

some very serious mistakes in his life, 

continued to ask God for his wisdom and 

help. 'Show me your ways, O Lord, teach 

me your paths; guide me in your truth and 

teach me, for you are God my Saviour, 

and my hope is in you all day long'.  
 

So the 'Lifting the Lid' project at the Vyne 

can teach us more than we might expect 

and I pray that if anyone would like to see 

life from a different perspective, they will 

find the God who brings hope, guidance 

and truth. 'Life Explored' may help anyone 

who would like to find out more. It's running 

at Starbucks in Festival Place on 

Wednesdays from 1 Nov—13 Dec. (7.30-

9.00pm). For more info tel 01256 316000. 
 

Hazel Marchment 

Basingstoke Community Churches 
 

Christ Church Activities 
Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am—no 

charge, all welcome! The 9am service 

tends to be quieter and more reflective; 

we have a music band with drums and 

guitars at the 10.30am services when we 

also have groups for children and young 

people of all ages from babies to 18+. 

During November we will continue our 

sermon series “Coming Alongside 

Others” and we will have special services 

for Remembrance Day on 12 November. 
 

Daytime Holy Communion: Tuesday 28 

November, 11am. All welcome. Stay on 

afterwards for Luncheon Club.   
 

Prayer: is there something you would like 

prayer for? Do let us know—contact 

details below. If you would like to come 

and pray you are most welcome: our 

Prayer Room is open whenever the 

building is open. Drop in to sit and pray in 

silence, or we can arrange for someone 
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to pray with you. We meet weekly to pray 

on alternate Sunday and Monday 

evenings; you would be welcome to join 

us (please contact the office for details). 
 

Coffee and Co: Mondays 9.30-11.30am. 

We will be open every Monday in term 

time for delicious coffee and cake, good 

company and toys for the children.  
 

Luncheon Club: Tuesday 28 November, 

12noon. Lunch costs just £5 per person 

(£2.50 for children) for a tasty two course 

meal. You will find a warm welcome and 

good company. No need to book, but 

please let us know in advance if you have 

any special dietary needs.   
 

123 Matinee Group: 14 November, 1-

3pm. This social/support group is aimed 

at “older friends” although everyone is 

welcome; no charge. You will find a warm 

welcome, plenty of people to chat with 

and there will be refreshments and a 

range of activities. This month we will be 

singing with the Tadley Ukulele Group – if 

you have a ukulele please bring it along 

and join in the fun. If you are interested in 

coming along and/or helping you would 

be most welcome. Last month our 

speaker talked about the Alexander 

Technique and we are looking at running 

a class – if you would be interested 

please contact Ruth Randall. 
 

CCBBies: Thursdays, 9.45am to 

11.15am. This group is for pre-school 

children and their parents/grandparents/

carers for free play, refreshments, games, 

stories from the Bible and songs. Each 

week there is a craft for the children to 

take home. There is no charge although 

we do ask for a contribution towards the 

cost of the refreshments. 
 

Messy Church: 13 November, 3.45pm. 

3.45 games/refreshments, 4.15 

activities, 5.15 supper, 5.45 time to go 

home!  Families are invited to join us as 

we learn about Jesus and the Bible 

together in a creative way. There is no 

charge although we gratefully receive 

donations towards the cost of the food.  
 

Kids’ Club: 18 November, 5-6.30pm. £1 

entrance fee (first visit free), bring your 

friends and some change for tuck and a 

hot snack. This month – food quiz! The 

Club is open to all children at primary 

school.  
 

C3Y: 3 and 17 November. C3Y is now 

meeting every other week, a youth club 

for young people in year 6 and upwards 

with games, activities and a tuck shop.  

Entrance fee £1 (first visit free) – bring 

some extra cash for tuck. 
 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal: Thank you to 

everyone who donated shoeboxes and/or 

items to go inside them for needy 

children in Eastern Europe. The collection 

date is 1 November so if you are reading 

this before that date there is still time to 

bring in a box! We will let you know next 

month how many boxes we were able to 

send in total–we made up 300 as a 

Church.  
 

Molly’s Market: It was great to see so 

many people at this event in October. 

Nearly £300 was raised for Sebastian’s 

Action Trust. Thank you! 
 

Swap Shop: 6 November. On the first 

Monday of each month we hold a “swap 

shop” for children’s clothes, toys and 

books. Donations welcomed – come and 

find something “new to you”. No charge 

but donations welcome for charity. 
 

Charity collections: we continue to collect 

stamps (new and used), postcards, 

spectacles, socks, tools, tins and packets 

of food, and tops from supermarket milk 

bottles for various charities. Unfortunately 
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we are no longer able to collect all 

bedding as there has been a change of 

management at the local homeless 

shelter, however, we can receive single 

bedding and we can find a home for most 

things so if you have anything you would 

like to pass on do contact us!  
 

Room hire: rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or regular basis. 

Contact us for details or look on 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk. 

Prices start at £8.25/h (Community Rate) 

which includes use of the kitchen/snack 

bar where tea, coffee, sugar and squash 

are provided. Groups include Bridge, Tiny 

Talk and Brownies, along with a range of 

University of the Third Age groups 

including Family History and Rummikub. 
 

Further information: if you would like to 

know anything about the life and 

activities of Christ Church please contact 

Ruth or Gill on 01256 474280/

admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk or 

drop in to the office which is open on 

from Monday to Friday from 9.30am to 

2.30pm. You can also find out 

information about Christ Church on  

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk, on 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/

christchurchchineham) and follow us on 

Twitter @ccChineham. 
 

Ruth Randall 
 

Probus Club 
Dale Greenwood gave a talk to the 

Probus Club of Basingstoke which was 

about a local subject; the Basingstoke to 

Alton Light railway. Most people will have 

seen the small section of railway track in 

the centre of the roundabout at Viables 

and possibly wondered about it. It was 

laid very close to the original position of 

the light railway that was opened in 1901 

between Basingstoke and Alton. 

As a light railway it had restrictions, being 

built to a lower standard than traditional 

routes, which meant that only lighter 

engines could be used and were 

restricted to a top speed of 25mph. The 

cost was £50,000, (a quarter of the 

typical budget if the line had been built to 

the usual standard). It was mainly single 

track with, initially, only three trains in 

each direction daily. Stations were built at 

Cliddesden, Herriard, Bentworth & 

Lasham and Butts Junction outside of 

Alton. While all the stations had sidings 

only Herriard had two platforms. The 

stations were hardly close to their village 

names and most of the cottages seen 

today close to them were built for the 

railway workers. 
 

The total distance was only 12 miles and 

because of the stops and speed 

restriction the journey would take 45 

minutes. During WW1 the tracks were 

removed for use by the army in France. 

The line was re-opened in 1924. Never a 

commercial success, passenger services 

ended in 1932 but a goods service 

continued from Basingstoke as far as 

Bentworth & Lasham until 1936. A short 

siding remained from Basingstoke in to 

the Thorneycroft factory (now the site of 

Morrisons supermarket) used for goods 

traffic until 1967. 
 

See www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com 

for more information about this social 

club for retired professional and 

business managers. 
 

Paul Flint 
 

Basingstoke Lions Club 
The Sussex Jazz Kings gave us another 

memorable night’s trad jazz at QMC. In a 

break with tradition they sat down to 

perform. This was in recognition of the 

fact that some members of the group 
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were recovering from illnesses. They 

played for an hour before taking a break 

to allow everyone to refresh their glasses. 

To me it appeared that their performance 

was better than ever, and several of the 

audience confirmed this in remarks 

overheard during the interval. After the 

interval they went on to entertain us for a 

further hour and a half and we got the 

impression they would happily have gone 

on a lot longer. They are a truly 

remarkable group. 
 

Alençon Lions Club Twinning: Ten of us 

went over to help them celebrate their 

Club’s 60th Anniversary. We were royally 

entertained as usual, but we rained on 

their parade by winning the Jean Le 

Noac’h Boules Trophy at the traditional 

annual match and Barbecue. Dire oaths 

of revenge were sworn and we expect an 

invasion next year! 
 

Macmillan’s coffee morning: definitely 

the most unhealthy, but enormously 

enjoyable date in the calendar. Also a 

good excuse for a prolonged afternoon 

snooze! Our host was definitely missing a 

trick. He should get himself either a cider 

press or a pig – the windfall product from 

either would be equally acceptable. 
 

Our next Quiz Night at Cliddesden 

Millennium Hall is on 18 November. 

C o n t a c t  P h i l i p  W i l s o n  a t 

philipjhwilson@btinternet.com  to reserve 

your table for four at this mental 

masochists’ marathon. There are still a 

few tables available. Please remember 

we can only accommodate 22 teams. 
 

Welfare: We spent £2185 supporting 

national, international and family disaster 

appeals. So we really need you to support 

our upcoming endeavours. December will 

see us out and about collecting at various 

retail outlets as usual.  
 

2018: Our resident impresario (his words 

not mine), Maurice Hockley, has been out 

and about talent spotting. As a result our 

programme for next year already 

contains The Moscow Drug Club, a 

superbly talented group of musicians, 

who will perform for us at QMC on 10 

February, to be followed by a stage 

hypnotist, dancers, choirs and all sorts of 

other goodies during the year.  
 

Lions Club Membership: Put your contact 

details on  the “Contact Us” page of our 

website and someone will get in touch.  
 

Philip Wilson 
 

Hook Choral Society 

The Hook Choral Society will be 

performing the popular and joyful 

Vivaldi's 'Gloria' and Poulenc's 'Gloria' 

which has been described as taking 

the listener on a joyous kaleidoscopic 

journey! The concert is at St John's 

Church, Hook, RG27 9EG on 18th 

November at 7:30pm. With Musical 

Director Nicholas Woods, Soprano 

Danae Eleni, Mezzo-Soprano Sophie 

Yelland and organist Jacquie Harry. 
 

Tickets £15, concessions £12 

(accompanied children under 11 free), 

available from Trees Newsagent, Hook 

or call 07734 667888. 
 

Janine Dunbar 
 

Chat Area Distributors Needed 

We need to replace one of our Area 

Distributors who delivers bundles of Chats 

to nine Road Distributors who live around 

Mattock Way, Hanmore Road and Reading 

Road. We are also looking for a Road 

Distributor for Parkwood Close. Please get 

in touch if you would be able to take on 

either of these roles. 
 

Mike & Kathryn Price 

distribution@chinehamchat.com, 479594 
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Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 
This month’s speaker, Iain Kennedy, talked 

abut “Cuba Libre or not so free yet?” in 

which he traced the turbulent history of the 

largest of the Caribbean islands with an 

area of 109,884 square km and over 11 

million inhabitants. The island was 

colonised by the Spanish in the 15th 

Century which resulted in the indigenous 

Arawak people becoming extinct as they 

succumbed to European illnesses. The 

English took control in the 18th Century 

and exploited the trade in sugar and 

tobacco but it was not until the early 

1900s, despite interference from America, 

that it took its first faltering steps to 

democracy with Fidel Castro eventually 

taking power in 1959 after the corrupt 

mafia-controlled regime of Fulgencio 

Batista. World War 3 nearly came about 

after the Bay of Pigs invasion in 1961 but 

over the past few years relations with 

America had been steadily improving under 

President Obama only now for a very 

questionable future under President Trump 

and the pending retirement of Raul Castro. 

Throughout all this the main influence has 

been the Roman Catholic Church to which 

the majority of the population belong, 

however, will this beautiful island and its 

people ever be really free? 
 

The next meeting is on 1st November 

when the speaker will be Vicky Chulworth 

from the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Air 

Ambulance. The group meets on the first 

Wednesday of each month at Brookvale 

Village Hall from 10am to 12noon and all 

retired Civil Servants and their partners are 

welcome. Further details about meetings 

and outings can be obtained from 

Secretary Tony Brazier on 01256 418770 

(answerphone) or mobile 07715 640171. 
 

David Cowling 

Great Binfields Primary 

School 
We love to give our children at school 

lovely learning experiences and try to 

hook them into their topics by having 

themed days. Our Years 5 and 6 had 

an excellent World War Two themed 

day recently. They started the day by 

filling out an identity card, which they 

had to keep on them at all times (just 

in case anyone thought they were a 

secret spy!)  
 

Following this, they took part in a 

variety of war time activities such as: 

sewing, medal making, gardening and 

army drills. For lots of children, the 

highlight of the day was spending time 

in our very own Anderson Shelter 

which Mr Quilter, our Site Manager, 

constructed at the back of school. The 

children had fun throwing acorns at 

the roof to emulate The Blitz!!! Some 

fantastic creative writing has followed 

this magical hands-on experience.   
 

The children definitely looked the part 

too—we are lucky to have a very 

supportive family community who 

always get on board and assist their 

children with costumes. Many of our 

children created gas masks and 

evacuee labels too. Some even 

brought in little suitcases filled with 

treasures they would take if they were 

evacuated.  
 

The Primary years are so important… 

they should be filled with fun, exciting 

experiences that entice our children to 

want to learn more. They absolutely 

adore days like these - in fact it makes 

our children even happier. Happy 

children do honestly make the best 

learners!  
 

Jules Rogers, Headteacher 
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Basingstoke Ladies FC 
Would your business like to sponsor their 

local, successful and growing ladies 

football team? Basingstoke Town Ladies 

FC have two thriving teams, our first team 

play in the Women's Premier League 

South West Division 1 and our reserve 

team play in the Hampshire Division 2 

League. Playing in the Premier League 

means the first team are in the fourth tier 

of the women’s football pyramid, however 

playing at this high level can prove to be 

very costly. Therefore, the club is currently 

looking for help in terms of sponsors. We 

have a variety of sponsor opportunities 

available: 

•Main sponsor: Be our main sponsor that 

covers a large array of things involved 

within the club 

•Match Day Sponsor: Sponsor a home 

game 

•Individual player sponsor: If you're 

interested in sponsoring a particular 

player to further their development 

As a sponsor you would have a large say 

on what the money is spent on and would 

know exactly where it is going, such as for 

kit, facilities, officials and equipment. 
 

What would you and your business get out 

of this? Along with the knowledge of 

helping out a local team to further their 

development and allow participation levels 

into women's football increase, the 

sponsor would get a wide range of 

coverage on our social media and website. 

These are also linked with the Basingstoke 

men's team. This would in return raise the 

profile of your business and spread the 

word of the work that you do! If you feel 

you can help the club in any way, please 

c o n t a c t  A n n a  W a t s o n  o n 

basingstokeladiesfc@hotmail.co.uk or 

through www.basingstoketownladies.co.uk. 
 

Charlotte May 

Linguatastic 

On Tuesday 21st November it is the 45th 

annual “World Hello Day”, a day 

reminding us of the importance of 

personal communication for preserving 

peace. This commemorative day began in 

response to the conflict between Egypt 

and Israel in the Autumn of 1973 and the 

idea is to remind world leaders that 

communication, rather than force, is the 

best way to settle conflicts. Such a lovely 

concept and so easy to take part: simply 

greet 10 people! Although to make it a 

little more challenging, Linguatastic 

suggests greeting at least 10 people and 

making sure that they are people you 

don’t usually greet. When greeting those 

people you would usually greet, how 

about trying to do so in another 

language? Here are some you could try: 

•Japanese: 今日は (konnichiwa) 

•Korean: 안녕하세요 (ahn nyeong ha se 

yo) 

•Arabic: السالم عليكم(as-salām ‘alaykum) 

•Hindi: नमस्त े(namaste) 

•Cambodian: chôm riep suôr 
 

Send a short video clip of you saying hello 

in a language other than English to 

info@linguatastic.com and we shall add it 

to our Facebook page to help teach 

others. And whilst we are on the topic of 

“helping others”, this month we’ll be 

raising money for Children in Need by 

baking some cakes and cookies and 

selling them to our friends and family. So, 

if you know a child who learns a language 

with Linguatastic, please do ask them 

during the week commencing 13th 

November, whether they have any cakes 

to sell and give generously to a great 

cause! You can see some photos on our 

Facebook page (search “Linguatastic”). 
 

Fiona Biermann 



 

 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre 

To book a place, order online from 

www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php, visit 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre in Festival 

Place, or call 01256 478670. Advance 

booking is strongly recommended. 
 

November events: 

Space Vehicles: getting around on the 

Moon and Mars: Wed 1, 7.45–8.45pm, 

£5. With Graham Bryant FRAS. The 

investment by scientists and engineers in 

getting a probe to the surface of another 

planetary body is huge. It makes sense to 

be able to move your science packages 

around the planetary body in order to 

maximise the investment in getting there. 

Graham Bryant will discuss some of the 

problems the early designers had to 

overcome and will look at some of the 

results from the rovers currently on the 

surface of Mars (some images in 3D). A 

Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society 

and currently Chairman of the Hampshire 

Astronomical Group, Graham has 

lectured around the south of England to 

interest groups and to other astronomical 

societies.  
 

Disability Signpost Service: Tues 7, 10am

-12noon. Drop-in for information on 

topics including transport, benefits, 

housing and more. 
 

Basingstoke Disability Connections: Tues 

7, 12.30–2.30pm. Informal get-together 

for people affected by disability. 
 

Memory Box Project: Fri 10, 10.30am–

12.30pm. The memory box project is an 

exciting reminiscence project open to all. 

Drop in and share some stories around 

the interesting objects on display. 
 

Children’s Crafts: Sat 11, from 10am, 

ages 3+, free. 
 

Creative Writing: Wed 15, 2–4pm, £1. 

New members are welcome at this 

supportive group for writers of all genres 

and ability. 
 

Carers Rights Day: Friday 24, 1–4.30pm, 

free. The Princess Royal Trust for Carers 

in Hampshire works to provide carers 

across the county with advice, 

information and support in their caring 

role. Each year Carers Rights Day is held 

to bring organisations across the UK 

together to help carers in their local 

community find out about their rights and 

how to get the help and support they are 

entitled to. Many carers struggle to 

navigate the maze of services and 

entitlements and miss out on financial 

and practical support. The Princess Royal 

Trust for Carers and other agencies will 

be in the Community Room all afternoon 

to provide support and information. For 

further information please contact our 

Andover office on 01264 835246 or 

email info@carercentre.com. 
 

Phil Jarvis 
 

Royal British Legion 
Branch Annual General Meeting: Friday 

17th November 8.00pm, followed by 

Club Annual General Meeting. 
 

Old Basing Royal British Legion Corps of 

Drums would like to invite you to their 

Christmas Concert from 7.00pm on 

Saturday, 25th November at the Royal 

British Legion Club, Old Basing. Come 

and join them for a number of musical 

acts together with Carols to get you in the 

Christmas spirit, watch the drummers' 

amazing black light show and enjoy guest 

performers! There will also be a raffle 

included. Tickets £7.00 each from the 

RBL Club. This will be an extremely 

popular event, so buy your tickets early to 

avoid disappointment.  
 

Tim Russell 
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Events At Anvil Arts 

 

Wed 29 Nov to Sat 2 Dec 7.30pm, Thu 

& Sat 2pm, The Haymarket.  

The Ghost’s Touch: Starring Mark 

Homer (EastEnders) and Terri Dwyer 

(Law and Order UK), this haunting play 

is based on the chilling tale by Wilkie 

Collins, the author of The Woman in 

White. Tickets: Wed-Thu £22, Fri-Sat 

£24, 2pm performance £19; over 65s 

£2 off, under 16s and f/t students 

£13. 
 

Sat 2 Dec, 7.45pm, The Anvil 

Christmas with The Rat Pack. 

Christmas with the Rat Pack is the 

coolest party in town, so beat the 

winter blues with Frank, Sammy and 

Dean. Hits include The Lady is a 

Tramp, I’ve Got You Under My Skin, 

and seasonal classics including Baby 

it’s Cold Outside, Let it Snow, White 

Christmas, and Winter Wonderland. 

Tickets: £31.50, £29.50. 
 

Tue 5 Dec, 7.45pm, The Anvil. 

Roy Wood Rock & Roll Band: Red E 2 

Rock Christmas. Featuring Roy Wood 

and his Big Rock & Roll Band, 

performing hits like California Man, 

Flowers in the Rain, See My Baby Jive, 

and I Wish it Could be Christmas Every 

Day. Tickets: £32. 
 

Fri 8–Sun 10 Dec, Fri 10.30am & 

1.30pm; Sat 11am & 2pm; Sun 11am, 

2pm & 4pm, The Haymarket. 

The Night Before Christmas. Suitable 

for: Ages 2 and over. On the night 

before Christmas, Emily stares out of 

the window, hugs her teddy and waits 

excitedly for the morning, while in the 

corner a little mouse called Eddie can’t 

understand why only humans are 

allowed to get presents. So he sets off 

in search of Father Christmas to find 

out for himself. Tickets: £13. 

 

Tue 12–Wed 13 Dec, 7.30pm, Wed 

1.30pm, The Haymarket. 

The Dickens Theatre Company 

presents A Christmas Carol, by Charles 

Dickens, adapted for the stage by 

Ryan Philpott. The old miser Ebenezer 

Scrooge has no time for Christmas or 

those that celebrate it. One night he is 

visited by the ghostly apparition of his 

dead business partner, Jacob Marley. 

Tickets: £18; Over 65s, under 16s and 

f/t students £13. 
 

Thu 14 Dec 2017–Sun 7 Jan 2018, 

The Anvil. 

Peter Pan. Tickets and performance 

times: various. Suitable for: the whole 

family. Featuring Andrew Agnew 

(CBeebies' Balamory) as Smee, Gary 

Turner (Emmerdale, Peter Pan 2011) 

as Captain Hook, Jessica Punch as 

Peter Pan, Sarah Louise Day 

(Cinderella 2014) as Mrs Darling and 

comedy acrobats The Nitwits as the 

Pirate Crew. 
 

Wed 20 Dec, 7.30pm, The Haymarket. 

Cara Dillon. Join the exceptional Cara 

Dillon for a night of heartwarming 

Christmas songs, traditional carols, 

and Celtic hymns to celebrate and 

share in the festive spirit. Tickets: £22. 
 

Thu 21–Fri 22 Dec, 7.30pm, The 

Haymarket. 

Buddy Holly and The Cricketers: Holly 

at Christmas. Buddy Holly and the 

Cricketers herald in the Yuletide 

festivities with Holly at Christmas, the 

show that is now as traditional as 

mulled wine and mince pies! Holly’s 

hits, other contemporary classics and 

some Christmas crackers are all 

wrapped up in a fast, furious and 

funny feast of entertainment. Tickets: 

£19. 
 

Andrea Bath 
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NWR 

This month we put the NHS under the spot 

light. The discussion was wide and varied 

with members sharing their many different 

experiences, the good and the not so 

good. At the end however, the consensus 

was, that despite sometimes failing, we 

were all grateful to have our NHS. 
 

Our next meeting will be 8pm on 13th 

November where it is time once again for 

our annual Nationwide Telephone Quiz 

organised by NWR Central Office. This is 

usually great fun, having us all scratching 

our heads over the very cryptic clues and 

once again hoping to win the £100 prize 

that has so far eluded us. 
 

Our meetings are very friendly and 

informal, usually but not always, in the 

afternoon in each others' homes. If you 

would like to find out more about NWR 

there is a lot of information on the website: 

nwr.org.uk or to find out more about our 

group in particular, or to come along to 

any of our meetings (to check us out with 

no obligation to join) please contact: Avril 

Keable (avrilkeable@hotmail.co.uk, 

01256 322832) or Evelyn Jones 

(evelyncjjones@hotmail.co.uk, 01256 

816636). 
 

Diane Hope 
 

Basingstoke Greening Week 

Thank you to everyone who took part or 

supported the events here in Chineham – 

our third effort since the Greening 

Chineham Group disbanded. The book, 

children's clothes and plant swaps went 

well at Christ Church: these will continue 

on a regular basis so do look out for 

advertisements. The litter pick produced 

less litter than on previous occasions, 

which is encouraging, although one hard 

hat and one shopping trolley were found! 
 

The Fairtrade stall was popular and the 

next one will take place on Sunday 26th 

November. Love Food Hate Waste 

created interest on the composting front 

and several people are following up the 

Council special offer on compost bins. 

The staff at Chineham Library did a 

valiant job handing out over one hundred 

bags of freebies. 
 

The Basingstoke Transition Network 

screened a brilliant film called 'Tomorrow' 

which was also shown in Overton. It 

contained a massive amount of material, 

was inspirational and raised serious 

questions about cycle paths, sustainable 

housing, air pollution, growing our own 

food and having our own currency all 

here in Basingstoke. These questions 

might be answered if we can get together 

a new Greening Chineham Group – if this 

is of interest to you please contact me at 

jeanmartyn123@btinternet.com for more 

information. 
 

Jean Wilde 
 

Basingstoke Choral Society 

Sunday, November 26th at 7pm: A 

Night at the Opera. Soloists: Erica Eloff 

(Soprano), Alexander James Edwards 

(Tenor), John Lofthouse (Bass & 

compere). New London Sinfonia, 

Conductor: David Gibson. For our next 

concert, Basingstoke Choral Society 

will be singing a selection of the most 

popular operatic arias and choruses 

along with three amazing soloists. This 

concert offers something for everyone, 

with arias and choruses loved the 

world over, so join us for an evening of 

fantastic music. Ticket prices: £27, 

£21, £16 & £12. Students & under 

16’s £7. Groups of 10–additional free 

ticket. Price includes £2 booking fee. 
 

Margaret Lucas 
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Cycling in Chineham III 

I am writing to you with reference to 

bicycles being ridden on the 

pavement. It is not just young children 

doing this, which I can understand. I 

now have a little teacup Yorkie that of 

course I walk daily round our streets, 

and there is never a time when we go 

out that there are no bicycles on the 

pavement. Then I have to stand aside 

and let THEM go by! It's not as though 

they ride slowly, they tear by and my 

dog and I have to stand aside and let 

them go past. Sometimes that is 

difficult because bushes hang so far 

over the pavement and there isn't 

anywhere to go except onto the road.  
 

Am I right in thinking that pavements 

are not for riding bicycles on? 

Something really needs to be done, as 

someone is going to get hurt, this is an 

accident waiting to happen. It's quite 

scary out walking these days and 

adults should know better. Hoping 

something can be done.  
 

S Williams 
 

Roadworks Query 

As the anticipated speed restrictions 

and lane changes have been put in 

place on the A33 I sent an email to HCC 

highlighting the inactivity of anything 

else occurring and asking why it is 

necessary for this to happen before the 

construction commences. Their reply: 
 

"Traffic management [is] in place to 

allow plant and material movements 

and the contractors site compound has 

been setup over the summer period. 

Significant utility diversion works are 

underway. Works are currently 

underway at 2 of the 3 roundabouts. 

The cones are out to demark narrow 

lanes, and cannot easily be removed 

whenever there are no works going on 

in that area. Narrow lanes are required 

to ensure that all lanes remain open 

during peak hours. The work at Binfield 

roundabout is scheduled in mid-

autumn. Please visit our webpage for 

traffic management information for this 

scheme. www.hants.gov.uk/transport/

t r a n s p o r t s c h e m e s /

a33crockfordandbinfieldsroundabouts”

(from Hampshire County Council). 
 

I Francis 
 

Old Basing Tennis Club 

Annual quiz - there is still time to join us 

for our quiz on Saturday 11th 

November, 7.00 for 7.30pm start at 

Old Basing Village Hall. Teams of 6, £6 

a head. Please bring your own food and 

drink. A raffle will be held during the 

evening. Please contact Carol Torselli 

to book a table on 01256 818149 or 

email torsellis@tesco.net. We hope to 

see you there! 
 

November is a busy month, as well as 

the quiz we have our AGM on Tuesday, 

7th November. Tennis is still played 

throughout the winter, either social 

games or league matches. We are a 

friendly club, set in a lovely location, 

and we welcome new members at any 

time. For more information please 

contact Lynne Thomas on 477004 or 

lynne.thomas8@btinternet.com. 
 

Lynne Thomas 
 

Table Tennis & Badminton  
A table tennis and badminton club is 

looking for new members. We meet 

once a week at Basing Village Hall on 

a Tuesday night from 8.30 to 

10.30pm. Anyone interested please 

call 01256 350765. 
 

Bob Toy 
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