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August 2019 

Ahhh, summer. Long days, balmy warmth, evening walks around our beautiful 

local neighbourhood….and the pungent whiff of marijuana smoke every five 

minutes while you promenade. It has been increasingly noticeable of late and not 

sure whether that is just because one tends to just notice it more in the still, hot 

air, whether folks are now more confident about using in public or if the frequency 

is truly increasing. 
 

I confess that as a fairly law-abiding citizen (and definitely a bit square) I have not 

partaken myself, so I cannot comment on the relative merits of the stuff. Obviously 

there is an ongoing discussion over legalisation versus strict control, and it seems 

safe to assume the police are not interested in enforcing legal consequences (up to 

five years in jail and an unlimited fine) for personal recreational use. Many would 

argue it is no worse than alcohol, and of course some have it legally prescribed for 

medicinal use. It seems risky to walk along the street smoking openly though, as is 

increasingly common at present, or in groups assembled in public spaces. From my 

perspective though, that stuff really smells.  
  

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Hall 

During the school summer holidays, when 

a lot of our regular users take a break, 

there is obviously increased availability if 

you wish to hire the halls for parties and 

other activities. The main village hall is air 

conditioned so is an ideal venue for 

events during the summer months, 

especially if the weather outside is too 

warm! You can check availability on the 

website and find out more by contacting 

our Booking Clerk on 07935 328172 – 

please leave a message to ensure she 

can return your call, or by completing the 

e n q u i r y  f o r m  a t 

www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk. 
 

Although most children’s sessions take a 

summer break, a few continue during the 

holidays, as do many of the adult classes/

sessions and it is worth checking the 

calendar on the website to see what 

might be available.  
 

The playground area is always popular 

with children if you are looking for 

something to keep them occupied, with 

the patio area an ideal place to have a sit 

down and keep an eye on them. As 

always, we ask that you keep the area 

free of rubbish; please use the bins or 

take it home with you. Our thanks to Mark 

from Chapple Carpentry for his amazing 

work on the patio tables/benches, and to 

Richard of Dick Randall Services for the 

excellent paint work on the playground 

equipment. 
 

Lynne Hughes 
 

Chineham Library 
This year’s Summer Reading Challenge, 

Space Chase, has already launched 

successfully! Don’t worry if you haven’t 

been able to register your children to 

date, as the scheme runs until 14th 

September so there is still plenty of time. 

Don’t forget if you come on Wednesdays 

between 10am and 2pm there are free 

space-themed crafts for the children to 

enjoy while collecting their stickers. After 

reading all their books, there are medals 

and certificates to be earned. Alongside 

the Challenge we are also running a 

children’s colouring competition, with 

prizes including free tickets for various 

local venues such as Old Basing House. 

Saturday storytimes will continue every 

week at 11am, and Construction Club 

with Lego in the afternoons from 2–

3.30pm. The weekly Tuesday rhymetimes 

continue as usual, with under ones at 

10am and over ones at 11am. 
 

In addition to all this, there are several 

extra ticketed events during August. On 

Saturday 10th are some exciting 

sculpture workshop sessions at 10.30–

12.30 and 1–3. A fantastic group alien 

and something special to take home will 

be created. These are aimed at 5–10 

year olds, with bookable tickets available 

for £5. On Thursday 22nd August at 3pm 

we have Slime Lab, in which children can 

enjoy being messy and having fun with 

slime. This is also aimed at 5–10 year 

olds and tickets are available at £6 each 

from the Library or the online shop. Then 

on Thursday 29th August there are three 

themed workshops provided by Explore 

Learning. These are aimed at 4–7 year 

olds, and free tickets can be booked 

through the Library. These have exciting 

themes such as knights and 

superheroes. Chatterbooks and Code 

Club break for the summer and will 

resume in September. Stay and Play has 

ceased at the present time.  
 

All the adult groups will continue to meet, 

with the Crime Reading Group on 17th 

August and the General Reading Group 
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on 28th August. Both meet at 10.30am 

for an hour. Our Writing Group meets on 

22nd August from 5.30–7pm. Cuppa and 

Chat for the over 50s to enjoy a drink and 

chat meets on Wednesday 14th and 

28th at 10am. Age Concern take a break 

for the summer and resume their 

sessions for the over 50s in the autumn. 

Sessions can be booked ahead on: 

01256 423874. Our usual displays are 

available for adults to choose your 

summer reads. A very successful evening 

was enjoyed at our event last Thursday, 

so look out for more events to interest 

you in the autumn. 
 

We hope that you all enjoy your holidays. 
 

Cathy Foster 
 

Chineham WI 
Ostensibly compiled using extracts from 

her grandmother's journal, you could have 

heard a pin drop during Heather Wylde's 

talk entitled "The Sewing Room" at our 

June meeting. Heather had us enthralled 

with the story of how her grandmother had 

come to work as a seamstress for a family 

in Kent after leaving school, with an 

unexpected twist to the end. 
 

Our Scrabble players, gardeners and lunch 

club continue to meet regularly. We are 

hoping to enter a team in the Hampshire 

Federation Skittles Competition again this 

year. The first round is scheduled for 

September at the Loddon Vale Bowls Club. 

We also hope to have Chineham members 

attending the annual Hampshire 

Federation conference, held at The Anvil in 

October. 
 

Meanwhile, plans are already in progress 

for the annual Christmas Craft Fair on 16th 

November at Chineham Village Hall. We 

will be welcoming back some of our regular 

local crafters and have also invited some 

new ones to join us for the first time. If 

you're a local crafter who has received an 

invitation, please return your completed 

application form promptly because the 

tables are selling up faster than ever this 

year! 
 

Traditionally, Chineham WI don't have a 

meeting at Christ Church in August but 

travel further afield. This year we are 

visiting Basingstoke Fire Station to learn 

about the role of a fire fighter, followed by 

dinner at the Spruce Goose. Our 

September meeting will see us celebrating 

our 10th birthday with invites going out to 

members of other local WIs to join our 

celebrations. Enjoy your summer! 
 

Pam Malcolm, Treasurer, Chineham WI 

 

Summer Adventure 
It’s finally that time of year that we have 

all been waiting for – summer holidays. 

For some of you that may mean a well 

deserved break, for others it will be fun 

days out with the kids or if you’re like me 

it will be quality time in the garden with a 

good book or two. In the summer spirit I 

thought I would share a recent holiday 

experience - my husband and I decided it 

would be a good idea to leave the house 

and venture out into the big wide world. 

Leaving my husband to do the planning, 

we set off down towards the coast. We 

both were looking forward to strolling 

along the beach, eating fish and chips 

and enjoying the warm, sunny weather 

that was forecasted.  
 

Unfortunately our plans took a sinister 

turn when the weather had other ideas. 

The skies had opened and it began to 

pour down. Cold, wet and hungry, we set 

off along the promenade in search of the 

arcades, however, when we found our 

first arcade we were sadly informed they 

were closing due to the weather and we 
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had to leave. “I thought there would be 

more to do in Brighton” my husband 

blurted. “Brighton?” I double checked, 

to make sure I heard him right. He 

nodded. “This isn’t Brighton, we’re in 

Blackpool.” My husband laughed. 

“Oops.” 
 

If you have any funny stories, you would 

like to share please send them to us, 

we would love to read them. We might 

even publish a story or two. 
 

Kirstie Wheeler 
 

The Pink Place 
As  a  not  for  profit  organisation  we  

rely on individuals, groups and 

companies to help us support adults 

affected by cancer in our local 

community. We are always looking for 

volunteers,  fundraisers  and  sponsors  

to help and contribute. 
 

Skydive raises astronomical sum! 

Thank you to all of our skydivers: Helen 

Eatwell, Phillip Jesser, Ellie Parmenter, 

Samantha Fawcett, Lisa Williams, Mike 

Powell, Louise Funnel, Sandy Lyford, 

Maria Burt, Nadia Uraiqat, Rosie 

Mandry, Beau Hailey, Jordon Thorne 

and Annie Miles. Collectively our brave 

volunteers raised an astronomical  

£12,348.75 to date and still rising! We 

are very proud of everyone involved 

and all who donated to this  amazing 

challenge. If you are inspired by our 

brave jumpers and would like to add 

this challenge to your life CV then 

please contact Natasha today for more 

information. Our next jump is 

scheduled for 23 May 2020, jump 

either 10,000ft or 15,000ft!  
 

Tesco Collection, Fri 13 and Sat 14 Sep  

10am—6pm at Chineham Shopping 

Centre. Come and say 'hi' to our  

volunteers collecting much needed 

funds for our charity, if you can spare a 

few hours to help out please get in 

touch.  
 

Glitz and Glamour Annual Gala Ball, Sat 

12 October, 7pm—12am. Join us for 

our Glitz and Glamour Charity Ball at 

the Apollo Hotel. Drink on arrival, 3 

course meal with a half bottle of wine, 

entertainment from Top London act, 

disco and more. Early bird tickets 

£67.50 (normal price £77.50). 
 

Solo Mia Fashion Show and Shopping 

Event at the Apollo Hotel, Fri 15 Nov 

between 6pm—9pm. Solo Mia will be 

launching their winter range of Italian 

style clothing, join us to browse unique 

trade stalls and watch our fashion show 

using real women! Tickets £10 in 

advance, £12.50 on the door  (includes 

a glass of bubbly). 
 

To find out more about any of our 

upcoming events or to volunteer your 

time please contact us on : 07535 

3 5 0 0 6 8  o r  e m a i l : 

events@thepinkplace.org.uk. 
 

Natasha Walsh 

 

Probus Club 

The Probus Club of Basingstoke 

welcomed two ladies to their last lunch 

meeting. The Worshipful the Mayor of 

Basingstoke & Deane, Cllr Diane 

Taylor, was their guest of honour. She 

was presented with cheque by 

President Richard Wood as a 

contribution towards her charity 

appeal. The speaker was round the 

world cyclist Barbara Cummings. 
 

Not one to sit at home and lose 

physical and mental resilience after 

being made redundant from the NHS, 

Barbara, from Old Basing, decided to 
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retire in 2012 and embarked on what 

has become  a series of long distance 

cycle rides. Her thinking was very 

simple – going north was up hill while 

going south was down hill. With that 

simple philosophy she decided that 

her first long distance ride was down 

the east coast of America as it had a 

“Greenway” path from north to the 

south. With a stop off in Iceland she 

saw a sculpture put up by an American 

benefactor which claimed to have a 

similar one in Florida. That became a 

target – to see the one near Key West. 

That trip was 2,500 miles but had not 

been too difficult. After that her cycling 

adventures multiplied with one from 

the Russian border near St Petersburg 

which took two months, and another 

across France from the east coast to 

the Mediterranean. A four months trip 

in Australia and New Zealand was 

completed by visiting Fiji and Hawaii. 

India was next, followed by North 

Africa. 
 

In a few months Barbara will be 

tackling the USA Pacific coast, and like 

all her trips she travels alone. Never 

being concerned about being a single 

woman on a camp site she has been 

overwhelmed by the kindness of 

strangers who have given her soap 

powder, a luminous watch so that she 

could see the time at night in her tent, 

given her lifts to a country’s border 

and even taken her into their homes 

with overnight accommodation. 
 

She has now cycled in 24 countries 

and during that time only suffered 

three punctures, and that was on her 

east coast trip in USA. She has cycled 

on every continent except Antarctica 

but even that is planned for 2021. She 

self-finances all her trips but gives 

talks about what she has seen as a 

means of raising funds for two 

charities, Headway, where she is a 

trustee, and Asthma UK. 
 

For more information about the Probus 

Club of Basingstoke see their website 

www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com 

or phone their secretary, Peter Hayes, 

on 012565 882495. 
 

Paul Flint 
 

Anvil Arts 
Drama at the Haymarket: Take your 

pick from these great dramas this 

autumn: Jane Eyre (17 - 19 Oct), 

Murder Margaret and Me (31 Oct - 2 

Nov), Crimes on the Coast (7 - 9 Nov) 

and The Black Veil (28 - 30 Nov). 

The Gruffalo: 4th - 6th Oct at 10.30am 

& 1.30pm. Celebrate 20 years of The 

Gruffalo, and join Mouse on a daring 

adventure through the deep, dark 

wood  in Tall Stories’ magical, musical 

adaptation of the picture book by Julia 

Donaldson and Axel Scheffler.  

The Wizard of Oz: Performed by the 

Ballet Theatre on Wed 4th December 

at 7:30pm. The world has been 

following the yellow brick road to 

discover all the wonders of Oz for the 

past 80 years. Enjoy this much-loved 

tale as Dorothy, the Scarecrow, 

Tinman, and Lion, (and yes Toto too) 

seek the Wonderful Wizard in this full-

length, ballet adaptation of the story 

by L. Frank Baum. 

Comedy at the Anvil: Sep - Dec. Get 

your comedy fix this autumn with 

Frank Skinner (26th Sep), Jimeoin—

Ramble On (12th Oct),  Jonathan Pie: 

The Fake News Tour (24th Oct), An 

Evening with Lenny Henry (27th Oct), 

Ben Elton (5th Nov), Dave Gorman 

(8th Nov), Josh Widdicombe (10th 

Nov), Kevin Bloody Wilson (12th Nov), 
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and more! 

A Celebration of 50 Years of Abbey 

Road and Let It Be and In The End: Fri 

18th Oct at 7.30pm. Experience two of 

the Beatles’ best loved albums 

performed afresh in this special 

musical collaboration.  The tour marks 

50 years since the release of these 

final two albums – Abbey Road and 

Let It Be, and will explore the journey 

to the end of The Beatles. 

80's Mania: Thu 21st Nov at 7.45pm. 

Expect an incredible night of nostalgia, 

with 150 costume changes, custom-

p r o d u c e d  d u a l - s c r e e n  v i d e o 

projection, more than 35 smash hits, 

the superb New Romantic Band and 

the amazing 80s Mania dancers. 

The Song Diaries: Wed 7th Nov at 

7:30pm Join Sophie Ellis-Bextor as 

she performs orchestral versions of 

her hits as well as songs from the 

great canon of disco songs. 

Aladdin: 12th Dec - 5th Jan. 

Performance Schedule starring Mark 

Rhodes (CBBC's Sam & Mark's Big 

Friday Wind-Up), Mark Moraghan 

(Holby City, Brookside, Coronation 

Street) and Chris Pizzey (CBBC's Basil 

Brush) Make Anvil Arts' spectacular 

pantomime one of your three wishes 

this Christmas. 
 

Andrea Bath 
 

Basingstoke Sea Cadets 

The Basingstoke Sea Cadets are a 

local charity. We are a growing unit, 

with many new recruits recently joining 

our fantastic group of young people 

aged 10 to 17 years. We aim to give 

young people operating with the 

support of the National a fun 

experience that will help them grow 

into the person they want to be in a 

safe and friendly environment. 

Through various activities, cadets are 

able to gain nationally recognised 

qualifications and learn teamwork 

skills, respect, loyalty, self-confidence, 

commitment, self-discipline and 

honesty. Watching cadets grow into 

the best version of themselves is what 

makes volunteering for this charity so 

special. 
 

We are a friendly unit run by adult 

volunteers of all ages. We are always 

looking for other enthusiastic 

volunteers to join our team. All 

training, equipment and uniform is 

provided. 
 

We are currently hoping to find 

volunteers who can help us with a 

wide variety of tasks. Our Training 

Officer would appreciate some 

assistance inputting data regarding 

cadet attendance, boating hours and 

qualifications, creating kit lists and 

producing letters and receipts. Other 

instructors would love to hear from 

anyone able to offer cadet support, 

supervision and mentoring. We also 

require support at our local 

community events, help with running 

our tuck shop, maintaining unit kit and 

uniforms and assistance with 

fundraising and grant applications. We 

would also love to hear from anyone 

who could help us provide practical 

training  in the areas of sailing, rowing, 

power boating, kayaking, catering, first 

aid, campcraft, adventure training or 

the Duke of Edinburgh scheme. 
 

If you feel you are able to provide even 

a few hours of help on an infrequent 

basis, please contact us for an informal 

chat: Basingstoke Sea Cadets, 

Sycamore Halls, Sycamore Way, 

Basingstoke, RG23 8AB. Tel: 01256 



 

 

335893/07880 037113, or email: 

tsmaryrosescc@btconnect.com. 
 

Kerri Picton-Robinson 
 

Old Basing Tennis Club 

As I write we are  enjoying some good 

weather - it is so good to play tennis 

outside when it’s warm and sunny! 

Club nights continue to take place on 

Tuesdays and Fridays from 6pm 

onwards. August sees the quarter 

finals and semi finals of our Summer 

Tournament taking place, with Finals 

Day on Saturday 7th September - we 

welcome spectators, so if you would 

like to see some great tennis please 

do come and watch.  
 

A date for your diary: the OBTC Annual 

Quiz will be held on Saturday 16th 

November, in Lychpit Hall - more 

details to follow. Email Jan, our 

Secretary, for more information at: 

O B T C . I n f o r m a t i o n @ g m a i l . c o m 

 o r  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e : 

w w w . c l u b s p a r k . l t a . o r g . u k /

O l d B a s i n g T e n n i s C l u b . 

We are also on Facebook and 

Instagram. 
 

Lynne Thomas, Chairperson. 

 

Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 

The speaker this month was Ian 

Kennedy who gave a talk titled “The 

View from my Sitting Room” in which 

he described the view that Queen 

Victoria had from Osborne House on 

the Isle of Wight. He started by giving a 

background as to why the Queen 

wanted a non-castle residence which 

was because she remembered some 

happy times spent there as a girl on 

the island and wanted somewhere for 

her and her family away from the 

hustle and bustle of London and 

Windsor. Robert Peel suggested the 

estate at Osborne which was 

purchased in 1845 for £28,000 and 

Prince Albert then set to work 

employing Thomas Cubbit  to knock 

down the old Queen Anne property 

and building a light, airy and sunny 

residence. The building was completed 

in 1851 and the Queen loved the 

place, especially the view down to the 

sea, and she also found solace there 

after Albert’s death in 1861. Some 

additions were made to the building 

over the years but on Victoria’s death 

in 1901 no members of the royal 

family wanted it so the King gave it to 

the nation in 1902. Today it is 

maintained by English Heritage and 

has over 300,000 visitors each year 

making it one of the top attractions on 

the island. 
 

The group’s next outing is a Thames 

trip from Abingdon to Oxford, with 

lunch at the Duke of Monmouth, on 

Thursday 12 September. Then on 

Friday 11 October it is the Mystery Trip 

which includes elevenses, lunch and 

afternoon tea. 
 

The next meeting is on 7 August when 

the speaker is Paul Whittle giving a 

talk about Florence Nightingale. The 

group meets on the first Wednesday of 

each month at Brookvale Village Hall 

from 10am to 12noon and all retired 

Civil Servants, their relatives and 

friends are welcome. Further details 

about the group and information about 

our trips can be obtained by 

c o n t a c t i n g  u s  o n 

csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com. 
 

David Cowling 
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Lions Club  
The month started with half of our 

members going off to Tadley to support 

the Loddon Valley Lions Club’s Treacle 

Fair. It was a huge, entertaining event 

and very well supported as usual. Our 

putting game raised £125 and Lennie 

the Basingstoke Lion garnered another 

£25 which we made up to £200 and 

donated to St Michael’s Hospice. Old 

Basing Carnival was the putting game’s 

next outing, but inclement weather 

conditions caused a bit of mayhem. 

The target and screens were blown 

over a couple of times and even the 

arrival of a local funeral director (always 

good for a laugh) failed to lighten the 

atmosphere. I’ve no idea how much we 

made because the collecting bucket 

was accidentally left in our lockup. 
 

The next event was our annual twinning 

weekend with the Lions of the French 

Club – Alençon Cité. It was their turn to 

host. Normally, between 12 and 16 of 

us go over. But on this occasion we 

were whittled down to 7 by a series of 

untoward events like a broken arm, 

fractured wrist, fractured eye socket 

(fortunately not all to the same 

individual) and a contretemps with a 

deer on the Tunworth road. But those 

who went had a wonderful time. Our 

French friends are always very 

welcoming and we generally get by with 

the lingua franca known as Franglais. 

Their programme for the weekend 

included a visit to La Michauderie, a 

magnificent dray horse training and 

exhibition centre, a tour of Le Mans 

including a vintage car museum and a 

formal dinner where a new recruit was 

badged up (lucky them). The weekend 

ended with the annual BBQ and boules 

match. We lost. (This is not necessarily 

a bad thing as the beautiful pink 

marble trophy is the sort of artefact 

that tests your car’s rear suspension.) 
 

Back at home Lennie went solo to the 

Winklebury Gala, but even that 

redoubtable soul was driven home in 

short order by the 34C heat. Imagine 

what that must have been like in a big 

furry suit! Lastly we had our own 

Handover do at the Red Lion in Overton 

– lasagne, chips and desserts worked 

off with a hotly contested skittles match 

– great fun. Julian Bridges was voted 

Lion of the Year. Handover is supposed 

to be the occasion on which Club duties 

are handed over to the next 

incumbents. Normally it’s more of a 

stand by your beds exercise. But this 

year we have a new Treasurer, a new 

Wel fa re  Cha i rperson,  a  new 

Fundraising Chairperson and a new 

Dinner Secretary. Exciting times! 
 

Our next fundraiser is that group of true 

originals “The Moscow Drug Club”. So 

please do come along and get in the 

mood with some gypsy jazz at QMC on 

20th July. Tickets are available from 

M a u r i c e  H o c k l e y  e m a i l : 

mauricehockley@hotmail.com or 

telephone 01256 421867, Toucan 

Travel at Chineham or direct from our 

website www.basingstokelions.org.uk  

This will also allow you to follow us on 

Facebook and Twitter. Our programme 

for the rest of the year is:- 
 

21 Sep: Ali Mak Rhythm and Blues 

band at the Royal British Legion 

9 Nov: Quiz Night at the Millennium Hall 

16 Nov: Basingstoke’s very own 

Heritage Light Orchestra who are 

putting together a special performance 

for us entitled Music of the Orient 

Express. Should be good! 

 

Philip Wilson 
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Lions Club  
I am pleased that so many people enjoy 

my notes and I have pleasure when I 

receive unusual sightings from Chineham 

residents. This time Kathy Tubb sent a 

photo of a slow-worm lying on her 

husband’s hand. It was so tiny I thought 

at first it was a worm, but then I saw the 

stripe along its side. Thank you to the pair 

of you and keep us informed. Another 

stranger to our area was a Reeves's 

pheasant, which awakened Anna-Marie. 

Thankfully, she knew what it was as they 

are rare. However, I was able to inform 

Barry in Norfolk when he phoned with 

news of a strange bird in his garden. So, 

thank you to Anna-Marie. 
 

On a less exciting note, in my front patch I 

came across a sickly plant that looked 

like a member of the vetches (pea 

family). After much searching, I found it 

was a hairy tare, a member of the 

vetches as I thought with white or pale 

lilac flowers. As I climbed the step outside 

'One Stop’ I glanced down and saw a 

clump of pineapple weed. It resembled a 

strange daisy without the white florets. It 

arrived into Britain from Oregon, North 

America in 1871, possibly as an oddity 

for the garden, or as a tea for indigestion 

or insomnia. I also spotted a ladybird 

which was black with yellow spots. It is 

surprising that such a beautiful creature 

has come from such an ugly larva. 
 

The hedgehogs appeared before dusk on 

several occasions, then I read that they 

get to know that food is left out, so will 

come at the same time every night, which 

is when I catch sight of a large one and a 

smaller one. However, in addition to this, 

another hedgehog, with prominent hip 

bones, appears two or three times a day, 

has a meal and then returns to the back 

of the garden. He or she is not bothered 

by me, and likes the variety of foods (hog 

food plus cat food). Occasionally, I hear 

crunching from behind the pots, and find 

snail shells next day. At the front of the 

house, there is another banquet laid out 

just before the light fades, but this is for 

another couple of larger ones. Paul told 

me that one evening a car kindly stopped 

to allow them to cross Mattock Way. 

Thank you to the driver. 
 

There were approximately a dozen bees 

on the Linaria (purple toadflax) this 

month, so one evening I was attempting 

to count the assortment. A lady walking 

her dog kindly helped me and there were 

eight different ones. They didn’t stay long 

enough for me to photograph each one, 

but I am trying to identify them with the 

aid of a chart. 
 

The house sparrows have been collecting 

lots of food from the feeders, so they 

must have another nest full of young. 

They can have up to four broods a year, 

so they are kept very busy. Sometimes I 

see youngsters hovering on the branches 

before flying to the ground to find food. It 

doesn’t take long before they can fly up 

and cling on to the wire like the adults. 

The blackbirds are ground feeders, so 

walk slowly around and this results in 

seeing the fledgling resembling a thrush 

with its speckled breast for some weeks.  
 

In July, newts leave ponds and may be 

seen on land, where they will eat slugs 

and worms, although they are nocturnal 

and sleep under stones or in compost 

heaps. St Swithin’s Day is on 15th July, 

but the forecast is for a fine day. My 

garden needs water, but I suppose 

watering is better than non-stop rain for 

40 days... 

 

Ginny Wright, 479562  
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
Work on Hampshire County 

Council’s scheme to improve 

traffic flow and journey times 

on the A33, at its junction 

with Thornhill Way and 

Lillymill Chine, is now 

complete. Switch on of the 

new low energy traffic signal 

system took place on 

Wednesday 26 June, and the 

final items of work finished 

shortly afterwards.  
 

Councillor Rob Humby, 

Deputy Leader of HCC and 

Executive Member for 

Economy, Transport and 

Environment, said: These 

works involved localised 

widening to allow the traffic 

signals to give additional 

time to the A33 to improve 

traffic flows and reduce 

journey times on this 

important arterial route. New 

lower voltage traffic signals 

have also been installed and 

the road surfaced renewed 

to help save energy and 

improve network resilience.  
 

The A33 corridor is a key 

s t rateg ic  route fo r 

Basingstoke, providing a link 

between A339 Ringway, the 

M4 and Reading. This £1.35 

million scheme is a further 

stage in Hcc’s on-going major 

access improvement 

programme to increase 

capacity and reduce 

congestion on the A33 in 

Basingstoke. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Website: elainestill.com 

 

Borough Councillor  

Laura Edwards 
Following the spate of car 

break-ins, I have spoken with 

the police about the crime 

figures across the East side 

of Basingstoke. It has 

increased by 3.48% 

compared to last year’s 

figures. There does not 

appear to be a strong 

connection that the increase 

is due to the street lights 

being turned off in the early 

hours. However with this 

being a recent change, the 

figures may tell us something 

different over time. 
 

We are well into the school 

summer holidays and the 

Community Safety Patrol 

Officers at BDBC have been 

running a ‘Safer Summer 

Campaign’. The aim is to 

encourage youngsters to be 

considerate when out and 

about during the summer 

holiday period.  Officers have 

been conducting high 

visibility patrols to reassure 

communities and are 

working with partner 

agencies.   
 

The new bins routes have 

now been implemented with 

the Borough Councils 

contractor Serco. There 

should be an improvement 

to your waste, recycling and 

garden waste collections. 

You can still report a missed 

bin via the council website 

and I am interested to hear 

any feedback you may have. 
 

Laura Edwards 

Tel: 07999 120252 

Cllr.laura.edwards@basingstoke.

gov.uk 

Facebook: Chineham and 

Sherfield Park Councillor 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
The HCC works for the 

improvement of the Thornhill 

Way/A33 intersection are 

now complete and from the 

reaction I have received from 

residents so far is that it is 

good result and should ease 

the congestion we had seen 

previously on Thornhill way.  

 

The weather thus far has 

produced rapid vegetation 

growth and I have engaged 

with the Landscape Team to 

try to control the  worst of the 

overgrowth of the footpaths. 

It is the growing season and 

if you spot a particular 

hazardous growth of, say 

brambles over the footway, 

please bring it to my 

attention and I will pass it on. 

 

The Borough Council should, 

at the time of publication, 

adopted a declaration of a 

“Climate Emergency”. As a 

local contribution  to that 

stance, I would ask that 

those of us that use the 

Chineham Shopping Centre 

not to sit in our cars when 

parked and keep  the engine 

idling for whatever reason. 

An idling engine produces 

high carbon emissions hence 

the development of the stop/

start  feature when at traffic 

lights. 

 

Paul Miller 

Borough Councillor 

01256 467400 

07777 659022  

Cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.

gov.uk  



 

 

Four Lanes Infant School 

On Tuesday 2nd July we had our 

school Sports Day. First we walked out 

between the parents onto the field, 

wearing our team colours; green, 

white, red, yellow and blue. We had to 

line up and do some warm up 

exercises to music.  

 

Next we had to go to each activity. 

Every class started on a different 

activity, Mrs Mallaby said on the 

microphone “Ready, get set, Go!” and 

then we were off. We had nine 

different activities to do and two rest 

stations. At lunchtime we ate with our 

a d u l t s ,  M u m s ,  D a d s  a n d 

Grandparents and brothers or sisters 

from the Juniors. After lunch we had 

the results… Green team won! We had 

brilliant fun! 

 

In Year 2 we have been learning about 

how axels, chassis, wheels and the 

body of the vehicle work. The wheels 

connect onto the axel, the axel 

connects onto the chassis which is 

attached to the body. We are 

designing our own vehicles which we 

will be making next week. We have 

been making Great Fire of London 

collages. First we had to paint a 

background, red, orange and yellow. 

Next we cut out black houses to look 

like houses in the distance with the 

fire behind it. Then we stuck it on to 

the background. After than we made 

our own collages. We designed and 

made a beach, Riley had an island 

with coconuts on trees and Alfie had a 

stick house and sandcastles on the 

beach.  

 

Lastly we have been practising for our 

Year 2 play, Pirates verses Mermaids’. 

The Pirates have to wear stripy t-shirts 

and shorts with a belt. The mermaids 

have to wear a tail and bright clothes. 

We can’t wait to perform it to the 

other children and parents.  

 

In Year 1 they have been learning 

about the Summer. It is part of a 

longitudinal science study that they 

have been doing over the whole year 

to compare the seasons. They went 

out for a summer walk and spotted 

and named flowers looking at wild 

flowers and ones that had been 

planted. They compared the seasons 

by thinking about the weather, the 

clothes you would wear, what they 

could see in different seasons and 

what happens to the trees. They have 

been des ign ing  and  making 

sandwiches for Paddington (and for 

them to eat). 

 

Lastly Year R have been learning 

about pirates and mermaids. They 

have learnt about what is on a pirate 

ship and what pirates do at sea. They 

have learnt about the sea and what 

mermaids might do. They have also 

learnt about real animals that live in 

the sea. They have been playing with 

water and been filling containers to 

find full, empty and half full or half 

empty.    

 

It will be the summer holidays when 

you read this. Have a great summer 

holiday! :) 

 

Riley Nicoll and Alfie Tottman  

 
Did you know?:  Friday 29th June is the 

hottest day of 2019 so far at 30ºC. 
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Minister’s Message 
My mum used to say that she was rare and 

fortunate wife, because she had a 

husband who actually liked to go  

shopping. Perhaps it was more accurate to 

say he liked to visit shops, as his job was 

advising shop chains on their retail 

strategy. He was less interested in 

indulging in retail therapy. In that way I'm 

my father's son, because I rarely view 

shopping as a healing process. Recently, 

it's  begun to feel more like ‘retail penance’. 

And the reason? Plastic. I've been one of 

the many people who have realised with 

increasing horror the impact that plastic is 

having on our world. In recent 

documentaries, David Attenborough has 

shown us the impact of plastic waste on 

the life in our oceans.  
 

Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall and Anita Rani 

have made us realise how much single-use 

plastic we get through. Between the 

kitchen and bathroom, some households 

have 100 different plastic bottles, many of 

which currently can't be recycled in our 

area. Can I find food that’s not wrapped in 

plastic? Rarely. I try to go to the deli counter 

where I can get some meats, fish or 

cheese with less plastic wrap.  Sometimes I 

remember to bring my own plastic tubs 

that they can fill for me. I'm going to more 

specialist shops to try out shampoo bars 

and bamboo toothbrushes, to avoid the 

plastic. It's harder work than it should be. 
 

As residents in Chineham, we can and 

should do our bit, but so must our retailers 

(reducing unnecessary plastic wrap), 

producers (improving recyclability) and 

politicians (setting the incentives and rules 

to drive all of  this). Do let them know that 

we support them for doing the right thing. 

For example, I was heartened to read that 

our Environment Minister and his 

department, DEFRA, know that they need 

to improve ‘Extended Producer 

Responsibility’ schemes, so that more of 

the cost to clean up litter and recycle 

products falls on their  producers, not on 

already over-stretched council budgets. 
 

In my role as a church leader, I'm fortunate 

to spend time with people of all ages, and 

many backgrounds. We  have people from 

every decade of life, and more than ten 

nations, in our Chineham church family at 

Christ Church. The Good News of what God 

has done for us is a truly uniting force. We 

need such unity to undo the damage 

humanity has done to our world. So, I love 

to see the way school children across 

Europe are challenging their parents and 

grandparents. 
 

At Christ Church, we're already a registered 

Eco Church, but we continue to want to do 

more. As well as trying to reduce our 

carbon footprint and plastic consumption, 

and improve the ecological diversity of our 

grounds, we've decided to start 

campaigning on this issue too. Perhaps 

one way will be to ask our council grounds 

maintenance team to leave some areas of 

grass verge to grow, and even to plant 

some wild flowers, to improve air quality 

and biodiversity? They have a lot to cut 

already: it could be a win-win to leave a few 

areas uncut, or cut less frequently. 

Between us, we can find other ways to 

encourage a ‘Wilder Chineham” and make 

it a better place for our children, and their 

children, to enjoy well into the future! 
 

Jonathan Clark,  

Lead Minister, Christ Church Chineham 
 

Editor’s note: last month this letter was 
attributed in error to Jonathan Clark. The 
correct author was Hazel Marchment. We 
apologise for the oversight.. 
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Christ Church Activities 

Sunday services: We welcome all at 

our 9 and 10.30am services. The 9am 

service is smaller and more reflective, 

using traditional hymns. At 10.30am 

we have a music band and groups for 

children and young people from 0-16. 

Our next monthly All Age Worship 

service is on Sun 25 Aug. Our sermons 

are recorded and available at 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk.  

Prayer: is there something you would 

like prayer for? Do let us know, contact 

details below. If you would like to come 

and pray at the Church you would be 

most welcome. Our Prayer Room is 

open whenever the building is open 

you are welcome to drop in to sit and 

pray in silence, or if you would like 

someone to pray with or for you we 

can arrange that. We meet weekly to 

pray on alternate Sunday and Monday 

evenings; you would be most welcome 

to join us (please contact the office for 

details). We also have a regular Prayer 

Morning each Wednesday from 9.30-

10am. 

Further information: if you'd like to 

know more about the life and activities 

of Christ Church please drop in to see 

Gill in the office: Mon: 8-4, Tue: 9-12, 

Wed: 9-12, Thu: 8-2.30, Fri: 8-4. Learn 

more or contact us through: 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk, 

e m a i l  u s  a t : 

hello@christchurchchineham.org.uk, 

phone: 01256 474280, facebook/ 

instagram: christchurchchineham, 

twitter: @ccChineham. 

 

Weekly Groups: 

Sparklers: Tues and Thurs, 10 to 

11.30am in term-time. Traditional 

Sparklers takes a break during the 

school holidays, but we have arranged 

a number of special DIY Sparkler 

sessions on Thursdays during August 

on a drop-on basis, with free play,  

coffee and tea and cold drinks 

available. Older siblings welcome. £1 

per child, or £2 per family.  We 

encourage adults attending to lend a 

hand with setting up and clearing away 

if they are able to. 

Coffee & Co: will resume on Monday 

9th Sep 9.30-11.30. 

Coffee, Chat and Craft Group: Tues 6th 

and 27th Aug, 1.30-3.30pm. This 

group is intended for both church 

members and those in the community. 

The aim of the group is to provide an 

opportunity for people to come 

together to chat, have coffee or tea 

and cake and to do crafts, such as 

knitting and crochet, but if you just 

want to come for the coffee and chat 

you are more than welcome. For 

further information contact Martha c/o 

the Church Office. 

Messy Church: Messy Church takes a 

break in August but will be back on 

Monday 30th Sep, with the Parable of 

the Great Banquet, 3.45-5.30pm. It’s a 

joyous time of creativity and worship 

and  we all share a meal together. 

Please advise any special dietary 

requirements so that we can cater for 

you. Carers must stay with their 

children. Free and everyone is 

welcome.  

123 Matinee Group: Tues 13th Aug 1-

3pm. This social/support group is 

aimed at “older friends” although 

everyone is welcome; no charge. You 

will find a warm welcome, plenty of 

people to chat to, along with lovely 

refreshments and our usual quiz and 

seated exercises.  This month we have 

a visit from the Memory Box project – 

the team will bring along some more 

boxes for us to explore, following 
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successful visit a couple of years ago.  

If you are interested in coming along 

and/or helping you will be made most 

welcome.    We may be able to arrange 

a lift - just let us know in plenty of time. 

Daytime Holy Communion:  Tuesday 

27th Aug, 11am. A small friendly group 

of worshippers meets monthly to 

receive Holy Communion – all are 

welcome.    

Luncheon Club: Instead of lunch club 

we will be having Afternoon Tea on 

Tuesday 20th Aug at 3pm. Tickets 

£ 3 . 0 0 .  A n y  s p e c i a l  d i e t a r y 

requirements please let us know.  Also 

call us if you would like a lift as we may 

be able to arrange it. Contact Jan 

Markey on 01256 356829 or Gill in 

the office.  

Charity collections: we continue to 

collect stamps (new and used), 

postcards, spectacles, tools, tins and 

packets of food, and tops from 

supermarket milk bottles for charity.  

We also collect most items of men’s 

clothing and socks for the Camrose 

Centre for the homeless, and garden 

tools which we pass on to a charity 

helping developing countries. 

Room hire: rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or regular basis, for 

children’s parties, meetings, and other 

events.  Contact us for details or look 

on our website. Prices start at £8.75 

per hour (Community Rate) which 

includes use of the kitchen/snack bar 

where tea, coffee, sugar and squash 

are included in the hire. Groups that 

regularly use the church include 

B r o w n i e  a n d  G u i d e  g r o u p s , 

Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra, 

Basingstoke Amateur Theatrical 

Society and various crafting groups.  
 

Gill Godfrey 
 

Chineham Parish Council 

Friends of Four Lanes School Fete: 

Councillors would like to thank those 

of you who visited the Parish Council 

stand at the Fete on 22 June. We were 

pleased to be able to show a display of 

what has been achieved in recent 

years around the parish and to talk to 

local residents.  Thank you for your 

comments/suggestions, please check 

the Parish Council website for an 

update.  
 

At the time of writing it is not known 

whether a meeting is required during 

August. The next Chineham Parish 

Council meeting  will therefore be held 

on either 12 August or 9 September.  

Please check the Parish Council 

website and noticeboards for 

information. The meeting starts at 

7.45pm and will take place in the 

Community Rooms at the Chineham 

Village Hall. The Parish Council is here 

to help the residents of Chineham, so 

if there is a Chineham issue you are 

concerned about, please feel free to 

contact the Clerk, Sally Jackson on 

0 1 2 5 6  4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 

c lerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 

Assistant Clerk,  Julia Johnston on 

0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Sally Jackson 

 
Did you know?: The highest temperature 

that has been recorded in the UK was 

back in August 2003, reaching a 

scorching 38.5ºC! 
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New bin collection days 
Information on changes to residents’ 

rubbish, recycling and garden waste 

collections in Basingstoke and Deane 

should have hit doormats in July. The 

changes were introduced from 22 July 

and mean that over half of Basingstoke 

and Deane's homes see a change to the 

day or week their waste and recycling is 

collected. Nearly all of the garden waste 

customers across the borough are 

affected. Those residents remaining on 

the same collection day may have a 

change to their collection time.  
 

The waste bins will continue to be 

collected weekly and recycling and glass 

collections will remain a fortnightly 

service. Those people signed up to the 

garden waste service will continue to 

have their collection every two weeks.  
 

During July the council will send a leaflet 

to all Basingstoke and Deane residents 

to advise of any changes to their existing 

waste and recycling service. Garden 

waste customers will receive a separate 

leaflet. Information on the new 

collections for each area is also now 

available to ‘look up’ on the website 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bin-changes.  
 

Krissy Lloyd 

 

NGS 

The National Garden Scheme gives 

visitors unique access to over 3,500 

exceptional gardens in England and 

Wales, and raises impressive amounts 

of money for caring, nursing and 

health charities through admissions, 

teas, cakes and often plant sales. 

Here are a couple of gardens open 

during August/early September within 

10 miles of Chineham which you might 

like to visit.  

 

Old Camps, Thatcham, RG19 8LG 

As featured on Gardeners' World, a 

breathtaking garden set over an acre, 

which benefits from panoramic views 

of Watership Down. Surprises await, 

ranging from traditional herbaceous 

borders through desert/prairie 

planting, an enchanted knot garden, 

potager to exuberant subtropical 

schemes; featuring bananas, cannas, 

hedychiums and more. Enjoy teas 

surrounded by Brugmansia, Figs and 

Citrus.  

Open: Sat & Sun 3rd & 4th August, 

10am to 5pm, admission £6.50, 

children free, BBQ burgers from 11am 

to 2pm followed by home-made teas. 

See: www.ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/

garden/34001 
 

Old Thatch & Millennium Barn, 

Winchfield, RG27 8DD 

Who could resist visiting Old Thatch, a 

chocolate box thatched cottage, 

featured on f i lm and TV, a 

smallholding with a 5 acre garden and 

woodland alongside the Basingstoke 

Canal (unfenced). A profusion of wild 

flowers, perennials and homegrown 

annuals pollinated by our own bees 

and fertilised by the donkeys who 

await your visit. Over 30 named 

c lemat is  and rose cu l t ivars . 

Sometimes donkey foals in summer. 

Children enjoy our garden quiz, adults 

enjoy tea and home-made cakes. 

Open: Sunday 1st September, 2pm to 

6pm, admission: £4.00, children free, 

home-made teas. See: www.ngs/org/

uk/find-a-garden/garden/20927  
 

All our open gardens can be viewed on 

www.ngs.org.uk. 
 

Pat Beagley 
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Rotary Club vs Polio 
In Basingstoke there are 4 rotary clubs 

with over 100 members; every year we 

raise money to support local 

organisations and charities. We also 

supply support to other organisations & 

provide vital manpower to assist in their 

fundraising. It all sounds very serious but 

we all have loads of fun getting involved 

with our local community. Our clubs are 

part of an international organisation of 

over 35,000 clubs in over 200 countries. 

A portion of the income from all clubs 

worldwide goes to Rotary Foundation, our 

international charity, it donates a over £1 

million a week to Rotary’s major 

international projects. The other focus of 

our international funding is the 

eradication of polio throughout the world, 

‘End Polio Now’ 
 

In the early 20th century two diseases, 

smallpox and polio, killed large numbers 

of people around the world. After a long 

worldwide vaccination campaign 

smallpox was finally declared eradicated 

by the World Health Organisation in 

1980. There is no cure for polio and it 

was the one of the most feared and 

dreaded diseases in the first half of the 

20th century. As late as 1947 it killed 

688 people and affected a total of 7,650 

in the UK. Many of those that survived 

were left with irreversible paralysis, 

sometimes mildly but for others it meant 

a life time in an Iron Lung (a breathing 

machine) because they were no longer 

able to breathe independently. There 

were other major outbreaks in 1950 and 

1955. In later life people continue to be 

affected by Post-Polio Syndrome. By 

1990 cases of polio in the UK were down 

to single figures. All children in the UK 

today are offered routine polio 

vaccinations in infancy and boosters later 

in childhood. This herd immunity has kept 

our population safe from the ravages of 

polio. 
 

Rotary International is one of the core 

partners in the Global Polio Eradication 

Initiative. Along with our partners, we 

have helped immunize more than 2.5 

billion children against polio in 122 

countries. We have reduced polio cases 

by 99.9 percent worldwide and we won't 

stop until we end the disease for good. 

For every £1 Rotary donates the Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation donates £2. 

Unfortunately there are still cases of polio 

in Pakistan, Afghanistan and Nigeria and 

the immunisation programme needs to 

continue to be funded until it is 

eradicated, without immunisation 

disease will take hold again. If you would 

like to find out more about how we enjoy 

ourselves, just tune in to www.rcbd.org.uk  

to see what we have coming up, or 

contact Helen or Paul  above to find out 

more . You might be pleasantly surprised! 

Facebook: @RotaryBasingstokeDeane, 

Twitter: @RBstokeDeane. 
 

Lindy Richardson 
 

Home Library Service 

Do you, or someone you know, love 

reading but can no longer get to the 

library due to ill health, disability or 

caring responsibilities? We may be 

able to help by arranging for a 

volunteer to deliver books or audio 

books to your home. This service is 

free.  
 

Interested or want more information? 

Contact your local library, email: 

library@hants.gov.uk, telephone 0300 

555 1387, or an online form is 

available from our website, search 

Hampshire Home Library Service. 
 

Lois Lang  
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Over the summer, we have our 

sessions for toddlers and in 

September we’ll be continuing our 

classes in a variety of languages for a 

variety of age groups. Please get in 

touch (e-mail: info@linguatastic.com or 

tel: 471474) for further information. 

 

Fiona Biermann 

 

Glass Studio Open 
Hampshire Open Studios is a scheme 

encouraging local artists throughout 

Hampshire to open their studios and 

homes to showcase their work, some 

of which hopefully you will buy as well 

as admire – giving an ideal opportunity 

to acquire an original piece. There are 

several artists showing interesting and 

inspirational work in the area. To find 

them and for more information visit 

www.hampshireopenstudios.com 
 

Aileen Mayers is a local fused glass 

artist who will be opening her studio in 

Old Basing, under the scheme again 

and you would be very welcome to visit 

and browse her colourful fused glass 

artwork including glass pictures and 

hangings, glass homewares including 

dishes and coasters, and dichroic and 

glass jewellery.  
 

The Glass Studio, 8 Almond Close, Old 

Basing, Basingstoke, RG24 7DW. 

Opening dates: Every day from 

Saturday 17th to Bank Holiday 

Monday 26th August, 11.00am to 

5.00pm. Other times of the year by 

appointment – phone 01256 476732.  

F o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  g o  t o : 

www.aileenmayers.co.uk. 

 

Aileen Mayers 

Linguatastic 
This is, of course, the month when 

GCSE and A-level students get their 

exam results. We hope and expect our 

students to do very well in their 

language exams, but are aware of the 

debate currently surrounding school 

courses. The British Council has been 

warning that languages in England 

are being seen as hard subjects in 

which to get a good grade. Indeed, 

some academics recently wrote to 

Ofqual asking it to look again at the 

marking of language exams. And it 

doesn’t seem as though the uptake in 

languages is going to be increasing 

any time soon, since The British 

Council’s report on language trends 

describes a shift in attitude, with 

some parents saying languages are 

"little use" as the UK is due to leave 

the European Union. Such a “Brexit 

Effect” is sad to read about. Whether 

we are in the European Union or not, 

our neighbours are still other 

European countries, speaking other 

languages, with whom we’ll still be 

doing business and to where we’ll still 

be travelling.   
 

The thing is, it can be hard to 

appreciate the value that languages 

bring until you have significant 

experience of using them. Sadly the 

lack of school exchanges now taking 

place means children are given fewer 

opportunities to make friendships in, 

and develop a passion for, other 

countries. Although Linguatastic is not 

yet offering study tours abroad (we do 

occas ional l y  of fe r  them fo r 

international students coming to the 

UK), we do try to give children and 

adults a flavour of other countries and 

cultures and plant the seeds of 

curiosity.  



 

 

Learn to Play Bridge  
If you’ve always thought you would like 

to learn to play bridge, but have just 

never got round to it, if you would like 

to try something new and challenging 

which opens up a wide new social 

circle for you and introduces you to a 

game that can be enjoyed at so many 

different levels, if you played a little 

years ago, but have forgotten most of 

what you ever learned, if you’ve never 

even played cards before, but would 

like to see what it is all about: why not 

come along to Basingstoke Bridge 

Club on Tuesday 3rd September at 

7.00pm? We have been running 

classes for beginners for many years 

now. Every year some class members 

go on to become members of the club 

and most become as addicted to the 

game as the rest of us.  
 

Beginners’ classes take place on 

Tuesday evenings (7.00 to 10.00pm). 

The course runs from September to 

July with various breaks for holidays. 

The cost is £60.00 for each of the 

three terms of ten lessons. The first of 

these evenings is entirely free. You will 

find yourself playing a mini version of 

bridge on the very first night. Each 

lesson comprises about 20-30 

minutes teaching followed by lots of 

practice hands to play. You will receive 

notes and copies of the hands with 

commentary every week, together with 

some homework to keep you up to 

speed. The course is run by Chris and 

Helen Kinloch who can be contacted 

by e-mail: kinloch@btinternet.com or 

telephone 01264 333175. 
 

Basingstoke Bridge Club is a very 

friendly club with more than 200 

members. Visitors are always 

welcome. We have bridge every day 

from Monday to Friday. Our main 

evenings are Mondays and Fridays, 

and there is also bridge on Tuesday 

and Wednesday afternoons. Thursday 

evenings are for less experienced 

players who do not feel ready to join 

the other sessions. Table money for 

visitors is £3.00, but the first Thursday 

you play you will not be charged. (To 

find out more about Thursdays, 

telephone George Collins on 01256 

780940.)  
 

The club address is Maydene, Sherborne 

Road, Basingstoke RG21 5TG. For more 

informat ion see our  website: 

www.basingstokebridgeclub.co.uk. 

 

Helen Kinloch 

 

Photography Exhibition  
A new exhibition of photographs will 

open on Saturday 31st August at the 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre in Festival 

Place Basingstoke. The exhibition, 

entitled “The Creative Eye" comprises 

photographs from near and far, 

showcasing work by members of the 

Basingstoke Camera Club. The exhibition 

is open during normal Discovery Centre 

opening hours. Running  until Saturday 

14th of September, this free exhibition is 

a must see for anyone interested in 

photography. 
 

Basingstoke Camera Club always 

welcomes new members, whether 

novices or advanced photographers. 

The club meets every Thursday, 

September to May at Oakridge West 

Community Centre. For further 

information on Basingstoke Camera 

C l u b  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e : 

www.basingstokecameraclub.co.uk. 

 

Kevin Buckland 

36 



 

 

NWR 

Summer seems to have arrived at last 

and our group have several suitably 

summery activities in the diary. As we 

are a very social group we have 

planned an afternoon tea for 16th July 

and a return of our very popular wine 

tasting on 5th August. At our July 

meeting we got in touch with our inner 

child with a meeting on Transactional 

Analysis where we discovered if we 

were a Critical Parent; a Free Child or 

something in-between. Much hilarity 

considering some typical exchanges 

between husbands and wives or 

parents and children. Some of our 

members also enjoyed an impromptu 

outing to Shakespeare in the park.  
 

Last month our Reading Group 

departed from the usual novel by 

reading This is Going to Hurt by Adam 

Kay, a diary from his days as a junior 

doctor which gave a very interesting 

insight into the workings of our NHS. 

We return to the traditional novel this 

month with, Into the Darkest Corner by 

Elizabeth Haynes. We will also be 

offering the usual mix of  cinema or 

theatre trips or any other activities 

members recommend. 
 

If you are looking for something a little 

d i f fe r ent ,  e n jo y  som e l i ve l y 

conversation and a variety of activities 

to choose from then do come along 

and meet us. We usually meet in the 

afternoon in each others' homes on 

the first Monday of the month. Our 

lunch club meets at various venues on 

different days of the week and our 

book lovers meet 8pm every 4th 

Thursday. For more information about 

NWR do look at the website: 

nwr.org.uk or to find out about our 

group do get in touch. You can be sure 

of a warm welcome at any of our 

meetings so come and check us out 

with no obligation to join. Please 

c o n t a c t :  S a n d i e  b y  e m a i l : 

san d ra . ta p p in g@ gm ai l . com o r 

telephone Karen Dann on 01256 

328488 
 

Diane Hope 

 

Sherfield Beer Festival 
Our annual Beer and Cider Festival will 

take place again this year on Saturday 

7th September, with 40+ ales and ciders, 

plus prosecco and craft lager, soft drinks, 

tea and coffee. This popular family event 

will once again feature music, delicious 

food and face-painting, as well as the 

opportunity to relax in our lovely 

countryside. 
 

The charities we are supporting this year 

are Headway and the Village Hall. This 

year’s live bands are: Green Embers, 

Runaway Train, Blacksmith Band, Jungle 

Brew and Rosedale Band. Much more 

information about the bands and other 

details can be found on the website 

www.SherfieldBeerFestival.org.uk 
 

We also provide a free minibus service to 

and from Sherfield Park and Bramley 

train station from 18:30 until 23:00. The 

Beer Festival begins at 11:30 and will 

finish at 23:00. Tickets cost £4 in 

advance, available from The Shop, the 

Four Horseshoes and the White Hart, or 

£5 on the day. This includes tasting notes 

and a pint beer glass (while stocks last). 
 

However busy we are, if you are lucky 

enough to look under 21 you will be 

asked to prove that you are over 18 when 

you buy alcohol. 

 

Gilly Duckworth 
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Brook Boundaries Breached 

Interesting to read Chineham Parish 

Council’s plea to encourage those with 

hedges on their boundaries to address 

any encroachment (July ‘Chat’ p 28). No 

doubt a community-spirited message too 

to deter unsightly eyesores. Perhaps they 

could show true leadership and work with 

other authorities to deal with the 

wilderness otherwise know as The Brook, 

which is a gargantuan blight to our 

surroundings and is equally encroaching 

on public paths everywhere. Perhaps a 

little more ‘do as I do’ as opposed to ‘do 

as I say’. 
 

Derek Oliver 
 

Snooker Evening  

An evening with snooker greats 

starring Steve Davis & Dennis Taylor, 

r e c r e a t i n g  t h e  1 9 8 5  W o r l d 

Championship final. With host & 

referee John Virgo. Thursday, October 

17,  8pm, at The Anvil. 
 

Snooker lovers can pocket a ticket for 

an evening in the company of three of 

the sport’s biggest stars – former 

world champions Steve Davis and 

Dennis Taylor plus fans’ favourite John 

Virgo. An Evening with Snooker Greats 

features Davis and Taylor recreating 

t h e i r  f a m o u s  1 9 8 5  W o r l d 

Championship final, with fellow 

snooker legend John Virgo refereeing 

the much-anticipated rematch. A 

record-breaking 18.5m TV viewers 

stayed up late into the night on April 

28, 1985, to watch Dennis complete a 

determined comeback to win the 

match on the final ball of the final 

frame to overcome Davis, the world’s 

number one snooker player.  
 

Steve, Dennis and John will be 

discussing the highs and lows of their 

careers with more than a few amusing 

yarns along the way. Three of the most 

recognisable names in the snooker 

world, Steve, Dennis and John are still 

very active within the snooker world as 

players and pundits for TV and radio. 

There will also be a questions and 

answers session with members of the 

audience invited to pose whatever 

questions they like. 
 

VIP Tickets are available for a meet 

and greet with the stars before the 

show. Ticket purchasers are invited to 

arrange this at the box office when 

booking. Tickets are available from the 

theatre box office: 01256 844244, 

anvilarts.org.uk. 
 

Gary Mac 
 

Viking Badminton Club  
Viking Badminton Club members are 

having a well earned rest this summer 

after another great season.  Their Ladies’ 

and Men's B teams came top of their 

Divisions in the local Basingstoke and 

District League. Men's A finished third in 

Division 1, Mixed A finished second in 

Division 1 and Mixed B came fifth in 

Division 2. Winning the Knockout Cup 

(which takes place at the end of the 

season in May) was a fantastic effort by 

the team, playing against some very 

tough competition. 
 

Membership is steadily increasing but 

there's always room for new recruits, 

particularly if you've played competitively 

in the past!  The season runs from early 

September through to the end of April, 

for full details of new member offers 

p l e a s e  v i s i t  t h e i r  w e b s i t e : 

vikingbadmintonclub.org.uk. 
 

Jo Berry 
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Kids’ Chat! 
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