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By the time you read this, the Hampshire County Council consultation on the future of 

libraries in Hampshire will have been concluded. The outcome of this consultation will 

be decisions regarding the future of, among others, Chineham Library. We have already 

written about and had multiple submissions pertaining to what a disaster for the local 

community this would be. That has certainly not changed but interesting information 

has emerged regarding some of the underlying logic. For starters, Popley has not been 

included in the catchment area for Chineham Library. Could this possibly have any 

bearing on its listing at rank 45th out of 48 for usage? There have also been rumours 

that these statistics are based on some very odd calculations regarding household 

usage.  
 

More recently, there have been signs that HCC might be reconsidering the decision, as 

news outlets have reported that the council is positing a choice between libraries and 

care for the elderly. This is a shocking piece of emotional blackmail in response to the 

outpouring of public support for our key local facility, as well as the others under threat. 

Our council tax never fails to increase yet we are being asked to “decide” what should 

be cut... 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Hall 

AGM 2020: The AGM of the Chineham 

Village Hall Management Committee 

was held on 24th February, when eight 

existing members of the committee 

s igned up for another year. 

Unfortunately, two of our Trustees 

have resigned, and we would like to 

take this opportunity to thank Yvonne 

Ward, and Paul Wilson our webmaster, 

for their time, effort and input over the 

last four years. 

 

As we are able to have up to ten 

trustees on the Management 

Committee, we would love to hear 

from any Chineham residents over 18 

who feel they would like to be more 

involved with their local Community 

and could spare a couple of hours a 

month to attend meetings on the 4th 

Monday of each month as a Trustee 

on the Management Committee. If you 

are interested, please call 07927 

649083 for further information. 

 

Easter School Holidays: Easter will 

soon be here and during the school 

holidays there is often more 

availability in the halls when most 

children’s classes take a break. If you 

wish to use the halls during this time, 

contact details are shown below. 

 

Whether you are looking for a party 

venue, or wish to hold a regular class 

or a meeting, please contact our 

booking line on 07935 328172, send 

an email to chinehamvillagehall 

@gmail.com or complete an enquiry 

f o r m / c h e c k  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a t 

www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk. 
 

Lynne Hughes 

 

Chineham Library 
It’s lovely to have the first signs of spring 

following the long, wet winter. There will 

be the usual Saturday crafts for children 

on 4th April at 10am, and extra drop-in 

crafts on Wednesdays 8th and 15th April 

from 10am, during the school holiday. 

Saturday storytimes will continue on all 

the other Saturdays in the month at 

11am. Rhymetimes continue as usual, 

with sessions on Tuesdays at 10am for 

under ones and 11am for over ones. 

Volunteer-led coffee mornings continue to 

take place from 10.30am, with 

refreshments and opportunities to 

socialise available for a donation. These 

take place in the Acorn Room. 
 

Regular activities for adults include the 

general reading group on the 25th April at 

10.30am. For details of the Writing Group 

please contact the library. Cuppa and 

Chat continue to meet weekly on 

Wednesdays from 10.30am and would 

welcome anyone wishing to join them. 

Age Concern and our Tuesday one-on-one 

computer tuition cease during the school 

holidays. To book a session with Age 

Concern please contact their office on: 

01256 423874. These sessions focus on 

using your own device. Please contact the 

library to book a Tuesday session on our 

PCs. 
 

There are a couple of special events 

coming up in April. If you haven’t already 

done so, then do book a ticket for our 

‘Great Train Robbery’ talk on 23rd April at 

6pm. Tickets costing five pounds are 

available from the usual sources. We are 

also hosting a two-part course on the 

20th and 27th April entitled ‘Build a Word 

Press Website’, between 10am–3pm. 

The course is free to attend, and places 

can be booked with the library staff.  
 

Remember that we offer hire of the Acorn 
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Room, including outside regular opening 

hours. For further information please 

contact the library. 
 

Cathy Foster 
 

Chineham WI 
I'd never played the game Scattergories 

before but it sounded simple enough. At 

our February meeting, we each took our 

seat around the tables ready to play. It 

proved surprisingly difficult to find an 

answer beginning with the chosen letter 

that no-one else on the table had written 

down, as we had only three minutes to 

complete each lists of categories! After 

completing six different lists with six 

different letters, the winner was Helen W, 

with Jan and Margaret following close 

behind. The Scattergories challenge 

certainly exercised our brains for the 

evening!  
 

Many of our members are very much 

looking forward to a trip to The 

Haymarket to see the musical "My Fair 

Lady" presented by Basingstoke Amateur 

Operatic Society in March. Earlier in 

March members had the opportunity to 

join other local WIs at a group meeting 

featuring jazz singer, Julie Horton, who 

gave us a brief history of the birth of jazz 

music. Julie illustrated her talk with songs 

sung by Billie Holiday, Ella Fitzgerald and 

Louis Armstrong. Julie also sang and her 

final song, Summertime  from the opera 

Porgy and Bess, went down a storm! A 

very entertaining evening drew to a close 

as we sampled some excellent cakes 

baked by members of Kempshott WI and 

we journeyed home still humming the 

songs. 
 

On Sat 16th May, we are setting up our 

annual plant and cake stalls in Chineham 

Shopping Centre between 10am-2pm in 

the area near the bandstand. We hope 

you will continue to support us as you 

have so  generously in the past and buy 

some plants for your house and/or 

garden and perhaps a little sweet treat to  

take home for later. We will have gluten-

free cakes available among our selection. 

Our plant selection will include both 

indoor and outdoor plants, herbs, 

vegetables and flowers too. You don't 

have to bake cakes, nor be a gardener, 

nor be "crafty", to join the WI.  
 

So, if you're curious to  see the many and 

varied activities we enjoy, you are very 

welcome to come and check us out in the 

Shaftesbury Room at Christ Church, 

RG24 8LT. UPDATE: due to the 

Coronavirus outbreak we are very sorry to 

report that all WI meetings are cancelled 

for the immediate future. We will hope 

the situation resolves as soon as 

possible. 
 

Pam Malcolm, Chineham WI 

 

Minden Close Land Sale 

Land including roads and pavements in 

Minden Close is now for sale and who 

knows, this could extend throughout the 

whole of Chineham. No doubt we are all 

working hard to preserve the library and 

hope for the Post Office to return to the 

new shopping centre plus fingers crossed  

to maintain some of the Charity stores 

(important to us all) but were you aware 

of the proposed sale  of parts of our local 

community? The local authorities are now 

in deep discussions over the land sale 

and are questioning who owns these 

parts of Chineham. Could we find 

unexpected bills for roadways and 

discover yellow lines everywhere? This is 

not a scam and should you doubt my 

concerns check the RightMove website. 

 

Stuart Marchant 
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Probus Club 
The ability to engulf an audience in 

laughter is a real skill which Mel Rees 

easily displays. He was the guest speaker 

at the latest Probus Club meeting and yet 

just spoke off the cuff. He had nothing 

but his memory to rely on as he 

thoroughly entertained everyone. There 

was no specific topic despite his talk 

having the title “My Family and Other 

Setbacks” as he gave anecdote after 

anecdote about his observations of life. 
 

It is not surprising he has been passed on 

from one club to another so these days 

he gives over 200 talks each year across 

the south east of England, sometimes 

two a day, driving over 30,000 miles in 

the process. And what good value he 

gives as he passes from one topic to 

another with always the amusing aspects 

of life’s experiences coming to the fore. 
 

Living in Ash Vale, or, as he describes it, 

Upper Ash Vale in Surrey, with a posh GU 

postcode, he therefore asserts he cannot 

catch coronavirus and is most 

disparaging about the neighbouring 

conurbation of Aldershot. When he had to 

use a mobile medical unit he asked the 

nurses if next time instead of using the 

Tesco car park that they use the one at 

Waitrose as they would get better quality 

patients. A multi faceted individual, he 

acts as a tour guide at the Hoggs Back 

Brewery and finds it amusing when 

talking to the visitors, if they hesitate 

before answering, he knows they lie 

about where they live. Reigate instead of 

Redhill, near Horsham instead of 

Crawley, Hove instead of Brighton – it 

becomes a double barrelled name of 

Hove Actually, West Camberley instead of 

Blackwater.  
 

He has written several books which 

mirror his view on life and its vagaries 

especially about politics and his view of 

Guardianesta  readers and PC attitudes. 

His nom de plume is Anthony Mann and 

despite having one book as the Daily 

Express book of the month he could not 

get any literary agent or publisher 

interested in his outpourings. He had no 

option but to self publish and set up The 

Trouser Press.  
 

Today several of his books are on their 

third printing. Naturally all editions were 

on sale so a steady trade was carried out. 

But they can also be purchased on 

Amazon or downloaded as an e-book. 

See www.probusbasingstoke.club. 
 

Paul Flint 

 

Loddon Vale Indoor Bowls 
Why not get into indoor bowls? It’s 

friendly, it’s fun and it will help keep you 

fit. Free trial session! Why not try one of 

our every Wednesday free taster sessions 

12 noon-2.00pm and 4.00pm-6.00pm. 
 

Loddon Vale Indoor Bowling Club, 

Basingstoke Leisure Park, Churchill Way 

West, Basingstoke, RG22 6PG, tel: 

( 0 1 2 5 6 )  3 5 6 5 0 7 ,  e m a i l : 

info@loddonvaleibc.co.uk. 
 

Kay Lillywhite 
 

NWR 
We are lucky enough to have a 

marvellous singer in our group and for 

our meeting this month she was kind 

enough to introduce us to the joys and 

indeed the many unexpected benefits 

of singing. Much encouraged by the 

information that ‘everyone can sing’, 

we did a few breathing exercises 

before singing some well know pieces 

from song sheets provided. Some 

other members also belong to various 
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choirs and all extolled the virtues of 

singing, especially in a group. The 

afternoon was great fun so from a 

rather nervous and reluctant start we 

were soon converted, so watch this 

space for an NWR Choir to be added to 

the mix! 
 

Our book group are reading Afterwards 

by Rosamund Lupton and our lunch 

group will meet up for their usual 

monthly lunch as well as a few trips to 

the cinema organised by popular 

demand. We are a small friendly 

group, so if you would like to make 

new friends and enjoy a variety of 

activities to choose from then come 

along with no obligation to join. We 

usually meet in the afternoon in each 

others homes on the first Monday of 

the month. A lunch club meets at 

various venues on different days of the 

week and our book lovers meet 8pm 

every fourth Thursday. For more 

information about NWR do look at the 

website: nwr.org.uk or to find out more 

about our group do get in touch. 

C o n t a c t  S a n d i e  b y  e m a i l : 

sand ra . ta p p i ng@ gma i l . com o r 

telephone Karen Dann: 01256 

328488. 
 

Diane Hope 
 

Basingstoke Blues Club 
Basingstoke Blues Club (in association 

with the Basingstoke Railway Social Club, 

RG21 5NB) presents Steve ‘West’ 

Weston’s Bluesonics on Sat 16th May.     
 

The Bluesonics are described as one of 

the most authentic Blues bands of the 

UK and are fronted by the exceptional 

vocalist, Steve ‘West’ Weston, who is said 

to have a pretty solid claim to being the 

U.K.’s top harmonica man and also 

excels on the piano. He has featured on 

‘Later with Jools’ and has worked with 

Roger Daltrey. This line up is described as 

amazing, so don’t miss this opportunity to 

see them! All welcome - 8pm till late. £8 

on the door. Licensed bar and low prices. 

Profits to Brain Tumour Research. 
 

Christine Nield 
 

Try bowls – it’s fun!  
Bowls – a game for old men in cloth 

caps? Definitely not. Bowls is a game for 

anyone of any age and needs skill and 

guile if you’re to win. There are several 

bowls clubs in Basingstoke but only one 

where you can play two completely 

different games – bowls and croquet. We 

at the Thornycroft Bowls Club in South 

Ham merged with Basingstoke Croquet 

Club a couple of years ago and now offer 

both sports virtually every day from early 

April until September.  
 

We play in local leagues and members 

can also play in representative matches 

for Hampshire. Learning bowls is not 

difficult and we welcome members of all 

ages and both sexes. We have qualified 

coaches and a very friendly atmosphere 

where everyone is valued. If you fancy 

having a go at either bowls or croquet 

come along to one of our Open Days on 

18 April or 9 May (10.00am to 4.00pm) 

and, for bowls only, 25 April from 2.00pm 

or any Tuesday evening from 6.00pm 

from the 28th April.  
 

We have a comfortable Club House and 

bar (which can be hired by other groups 

in the winter period). To find us use the 

postcode RG22 6PT just off St Andrew’s 

Road. Further details and contacts are on 

the Croquet Club website at 

www.basingstokecroquet.co.uk. 
 

Barbara Cummins 
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Green Squares 

In Feb 2019 the idea of a Chineham 

Community Crafted Christmas Tree was 

discussed. One year later, and after 

tremendous work from hundreds of willing 

helpers we delivered beautiful woollen 

blankets to the Dementia Team at 

Basingstoke Hospital. So many people 

were involved in producing 1,700 green 

knitted and crocheted squares in three 

sizes. All shades of green were used and 

they produced a magnificent 16’ 

Christmas Tree. This was displayed at 

Christ Church in Reading Road over the 

Advent period. Lots of groups were 

inspired to take part in a Christmas Tree 

Festival and come along to view the result 

of their hard work in all its glory. A 

collection was made in aid of the Night 

Shelter in Basingstoke. 
 

It was sad dismantling the tree! What were 

we going to do with so many knitted and 

crocheted squares? We decided to make 

them into blankets. Sewing the green 

squares, making them into attractive 

patterns and edging them with different 

coloured wool was warm work. We 

contacted the Dementia Team at the 

hospital who said they would be 

interested. What a welcome we received 

when we arrived. They were delighted and 

took us on a tour of the wards where we 

handed over blankets to the Matrons of 

the wards and to some of the patients. 

They were so grateful. It was heart-

warming to see the reaction on their faces 

after receiving a warm, soft blanket that 

would be theirs to keep and would go 

home with them when they left hospital. 
 

Thank you to everyone who was involved it 

creating the Chineham Community Crafted 

Christmas Tree. All your hard work has 

made a lot of people very happy. 
 

Mary Boys 

Fines for Idling Motorists  
Basingstoke and Deane Borough 

Council is set to introduce new powers 

to penalise motorists idling their 

vehicles. Stepping up a gear to tackle 

air pollution in the borough, the 

council will issue fixed penalty notices 

to those motorists caught idling while 

stationary on a public highway from 

Mon 23 March. The notices will be 

issued by the council’s civi l 

enforcement officers, community 

s a f e t y  p a t r o l  o f f i c e r s  a n d 

environmental officers while carrying 

out their normal duties. The £20 fines 

will be a last resort and a notice will 

only be issued when a motorist 

refuses to switch off their engine.  
 

It’s been over year a since the council 

launched its Clean Air Campaign 

encouraging people in the borough to 

reduce air pollution by using their 

vehicles less, to stop idling their car 

engines and to think about the ways in 

which they can reduce pollution in 

their own homes. The campaign has 

seen the council and partners work 

with local schools to encourage 

parents and children to travel to 

school differently, reduce idling 

outside the school gates, work with 

taxi drivers to reduce idling and 

encourage the use of ultra-low 

emission taxi vehicles.  

 

For more information on the new 

powers and what they mean for 

motorists, why the council is tackling 

engine idling, information on the Clean 

Air Campaign and myth busting visit 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/clean-air.  

 

Krissy Lloyd 

 

 
 



 

 

Coronavirus 
Coronavirus is a new illness spreading 

across the world. The symptoms are: 

-Fever 

-Cough 

-Trouble breathing 
 

How to stay safe: 

- Wash hands regularly 

- Use a tissue for coughs and bin it 

- Don’t touch your face or eyes with 

your hands 
 

If you are worried DO NOT go to your 

GP. Stay home and phone NHS 111. 
 

Older people or those with health 

issues: 

Take extra care if you are older or have 

health issues such as heart problems, 

diabetes or breathing difficulties. 

- Stay away from crowds.  

- Avoid sick people 

- Make a plan for if you get ill - your 

care, food & tablets 
 

What if you get ill? 

If the NHS think you have coronavirus, 

they may tell you to 

- Stay at home 

- Avoid people 

- Plan for 2 weeks 
 

This is known as self-isolating. If this 

happens you may need to: 

- Ask someone to do your shopping 

- Tell people not to come in your house 

or room 

- Keep toilets, bathrooms and towels 

clean 

- Wash your hands a lot 
 

Current hotspots for the virus include 

China, South Korea, Iran, Italy and 

Spain but it is likely that the situation 

will change by the time you read this.  

 

Poster info supplied by Photosymbols 

Photo appeal for The Vyne 

The National Trust Vyne Estate is 

appealing to local people for their 

memories of the Victorian cast iron 

bridge that used to span the lake. The 

bridge, built in the mid-nineteenth 

century used to be the main access to 

the property, and collapsed in severe 

storms in 1986. The Vyne is hoping to 

reinstate this landmark bridge but first 

needs to commission a survey of the 

foundations and conserve the iron 

railings.  
 

“We are keen to hear from visitors who 

remember the Fallen Bridge,” said Hollie 

Ryan, Visitor Experience and Fundraising 

Manager at The Vyne. “We’d love to hear 

about their memories of the bridge and 

see any photos they may have. It will help 

us build a more comprehensive visual 

history.” 
 

National Trust employee and volunteer 

Mary Chatburn has fond memories of the 

bridge. “We lived locally and walked to 

the estate regularly with our dog Blue,” 

explained Mary. “I have a black and white 

photo from 1985 of me standing on the 

bridge in the snow with Blue.” 
 

Please send any photos and memories of 

the Fallen Bridge to TheVyne@ 

nationaltrust.org.uk. 
 

Clare Roberts 

 
Did you know:  In Scotland, April Fool’s 

Day  was historically known as ‘Hunt the 

Gowk.’ Gowk meaning cuckoo/fool. It 

consisted of sending someone with a 

sealed letter asking for a favour or help. 

The recipient of the note, would read it, 

catch on to the idea and send the person 

on a fool’s errand, until the victim 

realised. 
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National Garden Scheme                          
After the storms will come the sun - 

eventually! Now that we begin to say 

goodbye to the snowdrops, it is great to 

see the daffodils, wild primroses, 

camellia, hellebore and the forsythia 

bursting through. Spring is surely round 

the corner. 

 

In the next magazine I will be able to tell 

you how much the NGS will be donating 

to our beneficiaries in 2020. It is you - our 

garden visitors - who help us raise such 

fantastic amounts. Here are a couple of 

gardens open during April, which you 

might like to visit, both within 20 miles of 

Chineham. 

 

Crawley Gardens, Crawley, Winchester, 

SO21 2PR 

Open (Easter) Friday & Monday 10th & 

13th April 2-5.30pm. Admission £7.50, 

children free. Crawley is an exceptionally 

pretty period village nestling in chalk 

downland with thatched houses, C14 

church and village pond with ducks. 

There are three spring gardens: Bay Tree 

House has bulbs, wild flowers, a 

Mediterranean garden, pleached limes, a 

rill and contemporary borders of 

perennials and grasses. Little Court is a 3 

acre traditional English country garden 

with carpets of spring bulbs and a large 

meadow. Paige Cottage is a 1 acre 

traditional English country garden 

surrounding a period thatched cottage 

(not open) with bulbs and wild flowers in 

spring. 

 

Bluebell Wood, Bavins, New Odiham 

Road, Alton, GU34 5SX 

Opening Friday & Saturday 24th & 25th 

April 11am to 4pm. Admission £5.00, 

children free, light refreshments. Unique 

100 acre ancient bluebell woodland. If 

you are a keen walker you will have much 

to explore on the long meandering paths 

and rides dotted with secluded seats. 

Those who enjoy a more leisurely pace 

will experience the perfume of the carpet 

of blue, listen to the birdsong and watch 

the contrasting light through the trees 

nearer to the entrance of the woods. 

 

If these gardens don’t suit you there are 

many more on our award winning website  

ngs.org.uk. 
 

Pat Beagley 

pat.beagley@ngs.org.uk  

 

Scam Caller Awareness 

We had a cold call scam this morning and 

would like to make people aware of it, 

especially the elderly and vulnerable. 

 

A man called Jordan purporting to be 

from Warmer Homes said that the free 

insulation given people like us under the 

government's green deal has been de-

rated and is not fit for purpose. We need 

to have a surveyor out to the house to 

inspect our loft in order to replace the 

fibre glass padding with something 

'better' which we could have at a 

discount. He referred to an article in the 

Daily Telegraph which we have not seen 

about problems with condensation. 

 

We contacted the company who did the 

original installation who confirmed that 

they had received similar calls from Hull 

and Guildford and that it is a scam.  

There is no problem with the existing 

material. Please be aware of these 

scams and do not make any 

arrangements with the scammers! 

 

Name and address supplied 
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BDDF 
Coffee Mornings: free tea/coffee & cake, 

social informal coffee morning on 3rd 

Wednesday morning of the month 10am-

12noon. Meet at the Orchard, White Hart 

Lane, Basingstoke RG21 4AF at 10am 

for an optional gentle walk around War 

Memorial Park - route suitable for mobility 

aids, dogs and pushchairs. Or simply 

enjoy free refreshments and a chat in The 

Orchard coffee bar and take part in an 

activity.   
 

Chronic Pain Support Groups: BDDF run 

regular daytime and evening support 

groups offering free networking meetings 

with local fellow pain warriors. Enhance 

your pain management tool kit skills with 

interesting talks and demonstrations 

from local specialists. Previous speakers 

have included a mindfulness coach, 

Hampshire Hospital Pain Clinic, Massage 

Therapist, CBD oil information, EFT 

(Emotional Freedom Technique) and 

Energy Medicine Practitioner, and a talk 

from the Chair of Fibromyalgia Action UK. 

Third Mon of every month, 1-3pm, The 

Roger Morris Centre, Eastrop Way, RG21 

4QE. First Wed of every month between 6

-8pm, Melrose Community Centre, 597 

Abbey Rd, Popley, RG24 9ES. 
 

Chair Yoga: Suitable for people with 

mobility issues, those suffering with 

chronic pain conditions and other 

disabilities. Benefits include improved 

pain management, mental clarity & 

reduced stress. Followed by a free cuppa 

and opportunity to make friends and 

share your experiences in a safe and 

relaxed environment. Sessions: 2nd & 

4th Weds, from 12noon @Melrose 

Community Centre, Popley. Pre-booking  

essent ial ,  reserve your chair 

info@bddf.org.uk. 
 

Amanda Knowles 

Old Basing Bowling Club 

With summer just around the corner why 

not try a new sport? Lawn green bowls is 

a popular sport for all ages and abilities 

played in lovely surroundings at the Old 

Basing Recreation Ground. At Old Basing 

Bowls Club we have three Open Days at 

which beginners and interested bowlers 

are warmly invited to give bowls a try free 

of charge, see our great club facilities and 

mix with our friendly club members. The 

Open Days are on Sat 11th, Sun 12th 

and Sun 19th April from 10am–2pm. 
 

We have over 70 members – nearly 20 

new members joined last summer alone. 

You can choose to bowl in a variety of 

ways, from informal friendly matches, to 

local league games and competitions 

right up to County standard. We play 

through the summer from mid-April to 

mid-September. New members benefit 

from half price membership in their first 

year and access to free coaching from 

qualified colleagues. There are many 

health benefits to outdoor bowling too! 

We are a friendly and sociable club who 

continue meeting through the winter 

months via games evenings, bingo and 

quizzes. The well-stocked and cheap bar 

is a further attraction! The Club also 

arranges an annual residential tour to 

play other clubs at a seaside location. 
 

We would be very pleased to see you at 

one of our Open Days – you will be sure 

of a friendly welcome. Bowls are provided 

for you to try, though it would be great if 

you could wear flat soled shoes. For 

further information, please contact 

Maurice Hockley on 01256 421867 or 

c h e c k  o u t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.oldbasingbowlingclub.co.uk. 

 

Malcolm Christian 

Chairman, Old Basing Bowling Club 
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
Hampshire’s population is 

1,376,300 (2018), the third 

most populous county in 

England (85% is rural). 

Hampshire CC maintains 

5400 miles of roads, 4300 

miles pavements, 133,000  

Street lights, 481 schools, 45 

libraries, 3 Discovery Centres 

and 1 e-library, 16 care homes 

for older people, 9 residential 

homes for children and young 

people, 24 Household Waste 

Centres and 5 Country Parks. 

Every day 454,000 people 

travel to work by car or van, 

86,000 bus journeys are 

made. 
 

The HCC Budget (2020-21) 

includes one-off investment for 

tackling climate change (up to 

£2 million) and an extra £2 

million each year for fixing 

potholes, with an additional £3 

million for 2020/21. This is on 

top of the £10 million spent 

annually on Operation 

Resilience to ensure the road 

network is more resilient to the 

impact of heavy traffic and 

worsening winters.  
  

Social care pressures top the 

list of priorities with the 

number of people aged 75+ 

increasing by almost a third 

over the next few years. 

Schools 2019 GCSE results 

confirmed that Hampshire 

pupils continue to perform 

better than their peers 

nationally at the end of year 

11. Over 90%  of our schools 

being judged as good or 

outstanding by Ofsted. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Website: elainestill.com 

 

Borough Councillor  

Laura Edwards 
Hampshire County Councils 

Library consultation has now 

closed. Thank you to everyone 

who took part in the 

consultation and campaign. 

We await the outcome but as a 

community we worked 

together and did everything we 

could.   
 

On March 23, Basingstoke and 

Deane Borough Council 

introduced new powers to fine 

motorists idling in their 

vehicles as part of the Clean 

Air Campaign. Motorists 

caught idling while stationary 

on a public highway will be 

asked to turn off their engine. 

If they refuse a £20 fine will be 

issued a last resort. For more 

i n f o r m a t i o n 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/

clean-air.   
 

All out elections for the 

Borough council will be held on 

Thursday 7 May. The 

Chineham ward is not 

changing, but you will have the 

option to vote for up to three 

councillors. Due to the new 

communities Arum Green and 

park of Vyne Park, there will be 

a third polling station open at 

Christ Church. Sherfield Park 

community centre and 

Chineham Village hall will also 

be open as usual. Please 

check your polling card to see 

which station you need to visit.  
 

Thank you to everyone for your 

support over the past year and 

I hope I have made a 

difference. 
 

Laura Edwards 

Tel: 07999 120252 

Cllr.laura.edwards@basingstoke.

gov.uk 

Facebook: Chineham and 

Sherfield Park Councillor 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
You will read this nearly 3 

weeks after the Corona Virus 

crisis caused the local 

elections to be postponed for 

at least a year but there may 

be the occasional by-election if 

a Councillor may retire early. 

 

I will not repeat the official 

advice currently active, 

however we must consider the 

welfare and well-being for 

those in our community less 

able to cope with this situation.  

 

I have offered to those 

potent ia l l y  vu lnerab le 

residents in my immediate 

neighbourhood near the 

Village Hall that assistance is 

available from those not 

immediately compromised by 

the epidemic. Assistance for 

shopping and other tasks 

possible within current 

restrictions is available and if 

any readers are aware of any 

vulnerable residents in need, 

please contact me. 

 

After the wild weather we have 

been experiencing, the BDBC 

landscape team is still clearing 

up debris and HCC has 

increased it pot-hole and drain 

clearing teams but it could be 

a little time before everything is 

cleared up. Please do not 

hesitate to contact me with 

any questions or concerns you 

may have and I will try to 

answer or address them for 

you. 
 

Paul Miller 

Borough Councillor 

01256 467400/07777 659022  

Cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov  



 

 

North Hants Downs Ramblers 
The North Hampshire Downs Ramblers 

group is part of the Ramblers Association. 

We walk mostly in Hampshire and the 

surrounding countryside.  
 

The group walk on Tuesday, Saturday and 

occasional Thursdays which are 

sometimes a bit shorter for those who do 

not want to walk the longer distances. The 

walks cover areas in and around 

Basingstoke as well as sometimes going 

further afield. Our Tuesday morning walks, 

typically 6-7 miles, continue to attract 

many walkers. Even although in recent 

weeks the conditions have been very poor, 

with lots of mud, we continue to get out 

there. Some of the walks have been more 

urban to give us a break. Our Saturday 

walks tend to be longer, with fewer 

walkers, and can sometimes take most of 

the day. This last quarter our walks have 

included walking around Bramshill Forest, 

Kintbury, Banbury and we enjoyed 

paddling through a very flooded road in the 

Winchfield area. Roll on spring! Our 

Thursday walks have included walks 

around Basingstoke Canal and Tadley. As 

well as the walks, the group also enjoys 

social activities, this includes an annual 

Summer Picnic, lunches, and the group 

occasionally organise weekends and days 

away.  
 

The group has an active path patrol group, 

who report problems to the local council 

and also do some work on the paths, 

which can be as varied as checking and 

replacing waymarking discs, minor clearing 

or even repairing stiles and gates. If you 

are interested in finding out more about 

the North Hampshire Downs group, there 

is more information on our website: 

www.northhampshiredownsramblers.org.uk. 

 

Marion Sharp 

St. Michael's Hospice Run 
With so many people thinking of getting 

fit and taking on a new challenge for 

2020, St. Michael’s Hospice are 

encouraging North Hampshire to sign up 

for their upcoming Basingstoke Run, 

taking place at the brand-new location of 

Stratton Park in Basingstoke on the 

evening of Wed 13th May. Runners will 

set off from 7pm, choosing from either a 

5k or 10k route around the grounds of 

the centrally located park. 
 

The event is suitable for all the family and 

provides the perfect opportunity to put on 

your trainers and raise vital funds for the 

Hospice, providing  specialist care and 

support to patients suffering from life 

limiting illnesses across North 

Hampshire. To find out more about 2020 

e v e n t s  o r  t o  r e g i s t e r : 

www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk/events. 
 

Jill Livermore  
 

NeighbourCare 
Could you help a neighbour in need? Our 

volunteer drivers and befrienders help 

elderly local folk get to hospital 

appointments, the doctors or an exercise 

class or shopping trip. This keeps our 

‘neighbours’ independent and healthy.  
 

We visit lonely and isolated older 

‘neighbours’ and share a cup of tea and 

a chat. If you have a few hours or more to 

spare, we would love to hear from you. 

Why not contact us to find out more and 

find out how rewarding it is to volunteer. 

NeighbourCare would be delighted to 

hear from you. T: 01256 423855 E: 

i n f o @ n e i g h b o u r c a r e . c o m ,  W : 

www.neighbourcare.com, or find us on 

Facebook, Reg. Charity 1154382. 
 

Richard Marmoy 
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Minister’s Message 
I love the fact that many people are 

hungry to grow and to gain further 

knowledge at whatever age they may be. 

We have a 99 year old aunt who lives in 

Australia and who is finding great 

fulfilment in teaching English to students 

who have placements in her 

neighbourhood and who are delighted 

that she will give them so much time in 

assisting them in their desire to know 

more of the English language. She is a 

fount of knowledge, very aware of world 

events, has faced the bush fires which 

came very close to her home and is 

constantly interested in all the members 

of our family. 
 

We can never fully know all there is to 

know about God but there is so much to 

learn about him and so many wonderful 

stories of God's involvement in people's 

lives that can be passed on to those who 

may want to know more. The Bible is of 

course a wonderful road map for life, 

particularly as we learn how to face very 

challenging events. Sometimes it's 

helpful to discuss aspects of its contents 

with others, in order to gain a more 

complete perspective. 'Alpha' is a course 

which gives the opportunity to learn, to 

ask questions and to hear the 

experiences of others if we are on a 

journey to gain more understanding of 

the Christian faith. 
 

On April 22nd, we are hoping to begin 

one of these Alpha courses at Weybrook 

Golf Club. It's an ideal setting to set aside 

one evening a week to explore relevant 

topics and be strengthened in our faith, 

particularly at the moment as we face an 

uncertain future and as we are highly 

likely to need to learn how to support 

each other as we face the possibility of 

withdrawing from normality or maybe 

facing critical illness. If you would be 

interested in knowing more about the 

course, I can be contacted at 

hazelm@bccnet.org.uk or on 01256 

316000. Any of the Basingstoke 

churches would be interested in 

introducing you to an Alpha course in 

your neighbourhood so feel free to 

contact a church near your home. 
 

Here are a few comments from people 

who have recently done an Alpha course: 

-My confidence has grown over the 

weeks. 

-An amazing experience. 

-Very interesting. Enjoyed listening to 

differing points of view. 

-I am so happy to have been part of the 

course. 
 

May God give us all peace as we learn 

how to walk through these days of 

significant challenge.  
 

Hazel Marchment 

 

Christ Church Activities 

Sunday services:  We welcome all at our 

9am and 10.30 services. The 9am 

service is smaller and more reflective, 

using traditional hymns. At 10.30am we 

have a music band and groups for 

children and young people from 0 to 16. 

We also have regular All-Age Services 

where our young people are more 

involved in organising and running the 

services. Our next All-Age Worship service 

is on 5th April, Palm Sunday. Our 

sermons are recorded and are available 

at www.christchurchchineham.org.uk. 
 

Special Easter services: 

Maundy Thursday: Thu 9th Apr at 

6.30pm - Seder Supper and Service 

(booking required) please contact the 

office. 

Good Friday: Fri 10th Apr at 2pm - hot 
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cross buns and drinks. 3.00pm – all-age 

Worship, suitable for all the family. 

Easter Day: Sun 12th April at 9:00am— 

Holy Communion at 10.30am. Holy 

Communion for all ages. 

Prayer: is there something you would like 

prayer for? Do let us know, contact 

details below. If you would like to come 

and pray at the Church you would be 

most welcome. Our Prayer Room is open 

whenever the building is open - you are 

welcome to drop in to sit and pray in 

silence, or if you would like someone to 

pray with or for you we can arrange that. 

We meet weekly to pray on alternate 

Sunday and Monday evenings; you would 

be most welcome to join us (please 

contact the office for details). We also 

have a regular Prayer Morning each 

Wednesday from 9.30-10am. 

Further information: if you would like to 

know more about the life and activities of 

Christ Church please drop in to see Gill in 

the office: Mon: 8-4, Tue: 9-12, Wed: 9-

12, Thu: 8-2.30, Fri: 8-4. See: 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk, 

email: hello@christchurchchineham. 

org.uk, phone: 01256 474280, 

f a c e b o o k / i n s t a g r a m : 

chr istchurchchineham,  twi t ter : 

@ccChineham. 
 

Weekly Groups: 

Sparklers: Tues and Thurs, 10am to 

11.30am, in term-time, for pre-school 

children and parents/grandparents/

carers for free play, refreshments, games, 

stories from the Bible and songs. Each 

week there is a craft for the children to 

take home. We ask for £1.50 per child as 

a contribution towards the cost of 

refreshments. We encourage adults 

attending to help with setting up and 

clearing away if they are able to. No 

sessions on 18th and 20th as this is half-

term. All enquiries to Katy Lowe at the 

church office. 

Coffee & Co: Mon 9.30-11.30am, term 

time. Enjoy mouth-watering home-made 

cakes, fresh coffee from our friendly 

team, plus lots of toys for babies and pre-

schoolers. 

Easter Holidays — Please note there will 

be no Sparklers or Coffee and Co from 

Mon 6th—Fri 17th inclusive. 
 

This Month: 

Coffee, Chat & Craft Group: The group will 

continue to meet on the first and third 

Tuesday afternoons from 1-3.30pm, to 

knit, sew, crochet or simply sit and chat. 

In April the dates are 7th and 21st - why 

not come and join us? For further 

information contact the Church Office. 

Messy Church: Normally takes place once 

per month on a Monday from 3.45-

5.45pm. We’ve just had our Easter 

Messy Church on 30th March, so your 

next opportunity to come along will be on 

Mon 11th May when we’ll be playing 

“Messy Coins”. Come and join us for fun 

activities, praise, craft, and share a meal 

together. Parents must stay with their 

children. Free, but donations welcome.  

123 Matinee Group: Tues 14th Apr 1-

3pm. This social/support group is aimed 

at “older friends” although everyone is 

welcome. No charge but a £1 voluntary 

donation is welcome. You will find a warm 

welcome, plenty of people to chat to, 

along with lovely refreshments and our 

usual quiz and seated exercises. This 

month we’ll be having a general 

discussion on childhood memories – you 

are invited to bring along any toys or 

photos of toys you had when you were a 

child, as well as your own memories. 

Daytime Holy Communion Service: Tue 

28th Apr at 11am. A small friendly 

group of worshippers meets monthly to 

receive Holy Communion – all are 

welcome.  
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Luncheon Club: Tues 28th Apr at 12 

noon. Come along and meet friends for a 

delicious home cooked 2 course meal. 

£5 adults, £3 children. No need to book, 

but we do need to know in advance if you 

have any special dietary requirements. 

Also call us if you would like a lift as we 

may be able to arrange it. Contact Jan 

Markey on 01256 356829 or call the 

office on 474280. 

Blood Donor Session: Tues 21th Apr. Two 

sessions are being held, in the afternoon 

and evening. Please check online at 

www.blood.co.uk for availability and 

times. 

Charity collections: we continue to collect 

stamps (new and used), old biros and 

marker pens, postcards, spectacles, tins 

and packets of food, and tops from 

supermarket milk bottles for charity. 

Please note we no longer collect 

batteries; most supermarkets have 

collecting facilities for them nowadays. 

We do collect most items of men’s 

clothing and socks for the Camrose 

Centre for the homeless, and garden and 

hand tools which we pass on to a charity 

helping developing countries. 

Room hire: rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or regular basis, for 

children’s parties, meetings, and other 

events. Contact us for details or look on 

our website. Prices start at £8 per hour; 

this includes use of kitchen, where tea, 

coffee, and squash are included in the 

hire. Groups that regularly use the church 

include Brownie and Guide groups, 

Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra, 

Basingstoke Amateur Theatrical Society 

and various crafting groups. We also 

provide rooms for a range of U3A groups 

including Scrabble, Computing, Film Club, 

Photography and Sewing. 

 

Gill Godfrey 

Chineham Parish Council 
Vacancy: We are bidding farewell to the 

Parish Council’s Rapid Response 

Warden. Alison has worked tirelessly for 

the Parish Council and we are grateful for 

all her hard work and wish her well. This 

leaves the Parish Council with a vacancy 

so if you are interested in applying for this 

part-time paid position (5 hours per 

week), please contact the Clerk for a job 

description and application form. The 

deadline for applications is 30th April. 
 

Annual Parish Assembly: All residents are 

invited to attend the Annual Parish 

Assembly on Thurs 14th May at 7pm in 

the Community Rooms at the Chineham 

Village Hall. It is hoped that one of the 

Doctors from the Chineham Medical 

Practice will be attending to provide an 

update on the proposed relocation of the 

Medical Practice. Please refer to the 

Parish Council website and noticeboards 

for further details. 
 

Moat: Please spare a few moments to 

complete a short online survey that we 

have compiled. This is available as a pop 

up on the home page of the Parish 

C o u n c i l ’ s  w e b s i t e 

(www.chineham.gov.uk). The Parish 

Council has an opportunity to apply for a 

Local Infrastructure Fund grant from 

Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council to 

cover the cost of replacing the two worn 

out bridges into the area behind the 

ancient moat between Thornhill Way and 

Farm View Drive. This area behind the 

moat is a peaceful shady green space 

which we are lucky to have and we are 

considering adding some replacement 

seating and planting some fruit trees. We 

would like to gauge the level of support 

for the grant application and whether 

Chineham residents would use this green 

space. 
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The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on Tuesday 14th 

April  (please note the change of day for 

this month). The meeting starts at 

7.45pm and will take place in the 

Community Rooms at the Chineham 

Village Hall. The Parish Council is here to 

help the residents of Chineham, so if 

there is a Chineham issue you are 

concerned about, please feel free to 

contact the Clerk, Sally Jackson on 

0 1 2 5 6  4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the Assistant 

Clerk, Julia Johnston on 01256 324345 

or email assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Sally Jackson 
 

Linguatastic 
As we reported last month, we were 

joining many other schools in celebrating 

World Book Day. Well, the literary fun has 

continued more-or-less right up to this 

month, as we have joined World Book 

Day’s campaign to “Share a million 

stories” in one month. Linguatastic’s 

target was to share 630 stories and 

hopefully by the time you read this, we’ll 

have achieved this. The bilingual German 

group made a significant dent in the 

target when the group had a marathon 

reading session one week and got 

through 50+ stories (reading individually 

and in pairs), whilst enjoying cups of hot 

chocolate! 
 

This month is going to be a slightly 

quieter one, not least because half of it is 

taken up by the Easter holidays. Before 

we do break up though, the children will 

be enjoying some Easter-related games 

and probably also an egg hunt or two! 

But did you know, not all countries have 

the Easter Bunny hide the eggs? In 

Australia, it’s the Easter Bilby who might 

come instead! This animal, like the 

rabbit, has big ears. Sadly, it is 

endangered, ironically, partly because of 

rabbits taking over the places where it 

would usually live. 
 

After the Easter holidays, we are hoping 

to start a new beginners’ Italian class for 

adults and an Italian “Rhyme-Time”-type 

activity. E-mail info@linguatastic.com or 

tel 471474 for details on days and 

times. 
 

Fiona Biermann  

 

Clerk Vacancy 

Clerk Vacancy at Four Lanes Community 

Junior School, Grade D £20,830-£22,411 

(FTE). 
 

We have a permanent role for a Clerk to 

the governing body. We are looking for 

good administrative skills and excellent 

attention to detail. The hours are 60 per 

annum during term time. There are usually 

11 monthly meetings per year, lasting 

approximately 2 hours, in early evening; 

usually starting at 5.30pm. The Clerk’s role 

is to organise the agenda, distribute the 

documents ahead of the meeting and then 

to produce and distribute the minutes. The 

Clerk also acts as an advisor to the 

governors and the Headteacher to ensure 

that we act in compliance with current 

regulations and procedures. 
 

Full training and induction will be provided 

and a DBS check and references will be 

undertaken.  If this role is of interest please 

make contact with our Admin Officer: 

t.neilson@fourlanes-jun.hants.sch.uk. 
 

Kathy Bowman 

Chair of Governors 
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Divorce Recovery Workshop 
Divorce Recovery Workshop (DRW) is a 

nationwide registered charity and a non-

profit organisation, dedicated to helping 

people come to terms with a marriage or 

significant relationship that has 

irretrievably broken down. DRW is 

suitable for anyone of any age, gender, 

faith or background, and at any stage of 

sepa ra t ion  o r  d i vo rc e .  DRW 

accomplishes this over 6 sessions using 

video material, which provides a 

constructive focus, followed by small 

group sessions, that offer a safe and 

secure environment in which to discuss, 

share, support and understand personal 

feelings.  
 

Here are the 6 session titles. Each lasts 

for about 2 hours. 

•Is this really happening to me? 

•Coping with your ex-spouse 

•Assuming new responsibilities 

•Letting go and forgiveness 

•Family matters 

•Thinking about new relationships  
 

The workshop is run by volunteers who 

have themselves suffered the 

breakdown of a relationship and who 

have attended the workshop as a 

participant. The key theme of the 

workshop is ‘go through it or grow 

through it’ – that is, recovery from 

traumatic experiences can bring plenty of 

opportunities for personal growth. 
 

I first heard about and attended Divorce 

Recovery Workshop last year after 

coming across a poster for it at my 

Church - St Mary's in Kingsclere. I was 

suffering following the breakdown of 

relationship between myself and my 

partner, shortly after the arrival of our 

baby daughter. I found the advice given 

in the videos, the subsequent, small 

group discussion and the on-going 

friendships to be immensely helpful. For 

me personally, DRW gave me a safe 

space to open up to people who 'got it' 

since separation and divorce brings 

about common emotions and practical 

issues, regardless of the individual 

circumstances. There were many, unique 

often heart-breaking stories, but we 

came together under one 'boat' and DRW 

was helping us to navigate the tricky, 

scary and at some points overwhelming 

journey. 
 

If you are experiencing a significant 

relationship breakdown or are in (any) 

stage of divorce, please do consider 

reaching out and letting Divorce 

Recovery Workshop guide you through, 

like it did me.  
 

Coming to Basingstoke on 25th April, 

30th April and 5th May. For further 

information, or to book a place at the 

workshop, you can call Mary on 01256 

3 3 4 0 2 2  o r  e m a i l 

basingstoke@drw.org.uk. You can also 

call the National Helpline 0333 335 

0489 (local call rate) for more 

information on DRW and other local and 

residential courses. 
 

The workshops are held at St. Mary’s 

Church, Goat Lane, Basingstoke, RG21 

7PZ (ample free parking close by the 

church) and refreshments are provided. 

Don't suffer alone.  

 

Susie Rees  

 

Easter Fair 

Basingfield Court (Old Basing, 

Basingstoke, RG24 7BN) is holding an 

Easter Fair on Sunday 12th April from 2-

5pm. All welcome! 

 

Lynette Webb 
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coming year are:- 

Chairman: David Cowling,  

Vice-Chairman: David Dance, 

Secretary: Tony Brazier,  

Treasurer: June Brazier, 

Membership Secretary: Sonia Waite,  

Welfare Officer: Christine Broadbent, 

Speaker Secretary: Maggie Hatton. 
 

Following this we had a talk from 

Brenda Pullen of Hampshire County 

Counci l’s Connect to Support 

Hampshire. She explained that their 

work was to bring together as many 

aids and give as much advice as 

possible to adults in the county. The 

main source was their web site 

www.connecttosupporthampshire.org.

uk which had a number of sections 

including Information and Advice, 

Community Directory, Care Options 

and News and Events. Within these 

headings were numerous options to 

find out about almost anything that 

was available to everyone. Further 

information in the form of literature 

and directories was also available at 

libraries. 
 

Bookings are now being taken for the 

trips to Hatfield House on Thursday 

23rd April, Afternoon Tea at BCOT on 

Thursday 30th April and A Day at 

Newbury Races on Friday 15th May. 

The next meeting is on 1st April when 

we will have a talk called “Amdram” 

from Mike Brooks. The group meets on 

the first Wednesday of each month at 

Brookvale Village Hall from 10am to 

12noon and all retired Civil Servants, 

their relatives and friends are 

welcome. Further details about the 

group and information about our trips 

can be obtained by contacting 

csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com. 
 

David Cowling 

Royal British Legion 
If on a Wednesday afternoon you 

want a treat, a cup of tea and nice 

people to meet, play some bingo  and 

enter a quiz, have a bring and buy, 

and even some keep fit, then The Ivy 

Club is the place to go. For 

information and things to know, they 

are very helpful and kind as well. 
 

If you are lonely and feeling blue and 

you don't know what to do, there is a 

place where you can come for a cup 

of tea as well as a bun. We have 

some outings and places to go and a 

day at the seaside which is fun, so 

pop in and see us on a Wednesday 

afternoon between 1.30-4pm and see 

how you get on. All welcome. We 

primarily cater for the over 60's but if 

you feel you could spare a couple of 

hours to help with the running of the 

club that would be great. Want to 

know more then please telephone me 

on 01256 328196. 

 

Sue Wilson 
 

Civil Service 

Retirement Fellowship 

On 4th March members were greeted 

by Richard Marmoy from Basingstoke 

Neighbourcare with a display of the 

work they carried out in the area. 

There was then a chance for people 

to test their memories with a 

photographic competition organised 

by Martin Bishop which was based on 

trips that had been taken during the 

past year. The Group then held their 

AGM. Officers and committee 

members for the coming year were 

appointed. 
 

The committee members for the 



 

 

Read Easy Basingstoke 
Read Easy launched in Basingstoke last 

July to provide a free, confidential, one to 

one coaching service for adults who, for 

whatever reason, are unable to read or 

who struggle with their reading. We have 

had a very busy time with the initial 

recruitment and training of volunteers for 

coaching and our management team, as 

well as publicising our service to help those 

adults in the area who are in need of it. 
 

The sad reality is that 2.4m adults in the 

UK cannot read, while 2.5m struggle to 

read, an estimated 7,000 in Basingstoke 

alone. On a practical level, this means that 

even carrying out everyday tasks can be 

challenging, if not impossible - for example, 

never going to the doctor as it is too 

embarrassing to have to read and fill in 

forms. Being unable to read and write is 

often associated with depression, isolation, 

homelessness, crime, low self-esteem and 

mental health issues. 
 

Last weekend was a milestone for us - we 

were delighted to have our first two readers 

complete manual one and are they are 

now moving onto the second stage of our 

phonetically based reading programme. 

We are so proud of them for working so 

hard and achieving so much in such a 

short time. They were both absolutely 

delighted to be presented with a certificate 

for their achievement, and described in 

very moving terms the difference that 

being able to read has made to their lives. 
 

If you know anyone over 18 who is unable 

to read or who struggles to read, do please 

encourage them to make contact with us 

either by phone on 07952 450789 or by 

emailing basingstoke@readeasy.org.uk. 

We are here and have trained coaches 

ready to help. 
 

Lindy O’Callaghan 

British Lung Foundation 
News from BLF: It’s easy to feel down 

when suffering from a chronic illness. 

Check out blf.org.uk to find some uplifting 

blogs and vlogs from other people with 

chronic lung conditions to see how they 

have improved their life and wellbeing. 
 

Local news: Our February meeting was 

well attended, we were happy to meet 

some new members. The guest speaker 

was Claire Gill, a Macmillan dietitian. 

Claire talked us through the minefield of 

misinformation about good and bad 

foods to help reassure us about healthy 

eating. A good helping of common sense, 

eating a variety of foods including plenty 

of vegetables, sensible portion sizes and 

occasional treats was the main point. 

Advice for poor appetites, dry mouths and 

other complications caused by our lung 

conditions was freely given. Including to 

enjoy our food. 
 

Two ladies from the Respiratory Team 

from Southern Health NHS Foundation 

Trust came along to meet our members. 

They will be giving talks and answering 

questions throughout the year. Trish, our 

friendly fitness instructor, put us through 

ten minutes of chair exercises. Using 

resistance bands Trish taught us some 

simple exercises we can manage at 

home. It was a busy day, tea break flew 

by with people chatting to friends and 

adding their names to lists for 

forthcoming outings. 
 

You will be welcome to come along to our 

next meeting on Tues 28th April at 2pm 

at  The Shaftesbury Room, Christ Church, 

Chineham. Our guest speaker will be 

Peter Jones from Neighbourhood Care. 

Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of 

every month except December. 
 

Glenys West 
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Hook Choral Society Spring 

Concert 
Sat 25th April at St. John's Church, Hook 

at 7.30pm. Hook Choral Society will 

perform Sunrise, featuring Ola Gjelio’s 

Sunrise Mass and pieces by Chilcott, 

Grieg, Schubert, Vaughan Williams, 

Mendelssohn and Mascagni, directed by 

Nicholas Woods with organist Jacquie 

Harry.  
 

Tickets: £12 (£10 for groups of 4 or more 

adults or family ticket £20 for 2 adults 

and 2 children under 16). Tickets £12 

(£10 for groups of 4 or more) available 

on www.hookchoralsociety.org.uk or from 

choir members.  
 

Louise Axton 
 

Basing Singers/Ooh Mama 

Joint Concert 
Basing Singers and Ooh Mama are 

joining forces once again in 2020 to 

perform a Spring Concert. The two choirs 

will be joined by a small chamber 

orchestra for an evening of choral music.  
 

Enjoy pieces by Eric Whitacre, Kate 

Rusby, The Beatles, Andrew Lloyd 

Webber and Vivaldi's Gloria. The concert 

will raise money for the Mayor of 

Basingstoke’s charities: Heartsmart; 

Tackling Homelessness Together; and 

Besom in Basingstoke and will be held in 

St Michael’s Church Basingstoke, on Sun 

10th May starting at 6pm. Tickets £10 

for adults, children under 16 free, are 

available on the door; from Mike Leaming 

via 01256 471493; or online from: 

h t t p s : / / v i v a l d i g l o r i a 

basingstoke.eventbrite.com. Do join us 

for an evening of beautiful music. 
 

Sue Wilson 

Four Lanes Infant School 
In Year 2 we have been very busy, we 

have been learning about the continents 

and oceans of the world. Geography has 

been fun! Asia covers more than half the 

world as it is so big. Africa is really hot 

and really dry. Australia is also very hot 

because it is near to the equator. North 

America is colder and South America is 

hotter. Antarctica is really cold because it 

is at the bottom of the world, the south 

pole is in Antarctica. Europe has hot and 

cold weather and England is in Europe. 

The Arctic and Antarctic sound similar but 

they are very different, one is in the North 

and one in the South of the world and 

one is made of ice the other is ice on top 

of land.  
 

Our science learning linked with this, we 

have learnt about habitats and life cycles. 

A habitat is where an animal or plant lives 

and they have everything there that they 

need to survive. The animals that live 

there have a safe space for them to be 

able to breed, suitable food and the right 

weather conditions.  
 

We are learning about the Great Fire of 

London in History. We have been talking 

about how the fire started, it happened in 

1666, from September 2nd to the 7th. 

We have been learning the Great Fire of 

London song that has some facts and 

actions in it. In English we have been 

thinking about the story, Handa’s 

Surprise, we have planned our own story 

about a different adventure for Handa 

and Akeyo and will write it and read it to 

Year R children. We are really excited 

about that. We have also been learning 

about computers and how they are 

everywhere around us. We found out 

about how computers send messages to 

each other, we pretended to be a 

supermarket, sending messages from 
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the till, to stock computer then to the 

warehouse. We also pretended to be a 

bank, knowing if it was the right card with 

the right pin number to get money out or 

put money in and keeping the total of 

how much was in everyone’s account. 
 

In Year 1, they have been learning about 

the Titanic. They visited ‘SeaCity’ a Titanic 

museum, where they did lots of fun 

activities. They have been learning about 

different facts and have been writing and 

drawing pictures about it and have made 

an enormous Titanic display. They have 

been growing beans like in ‘Jack and the 

beanstalk’ and have been writing a bean 

diary about how quickly they grow. 
 

In Year R they have been learning about 

‘People who help us’ and have had 

visitors from the police, ambulance and a 

postman which they have been talking 

about and been acting like them. They 

have been reading ‘Jasper’s Beanstalk’ 

about a cat growing a beanstalk. They 

have been writing letters to Jasper and 

writing their own stories imagining what 

might be at the top of the beanstalk. We 

recently celebrated World Book Day and 

everyone dressed up thinking about the 

book we were learning about. Year 2 

wore yellow to be like ‘Beegu’ a little 

yellow alien, Year 1 dressed as ‘Jack and 

the Beanstalk characters’ and Year R 

dressed up as ‘Jasper’ the cat. 

 

Isla Clarke and Yasleen Minhas 

 

Four Lanes  

Community Centre 

Clerk to the Governing Body: 60 hours 

per year, term time only. Approximately 

11 meetings per year with either 

5.30pm or 6.30pm start. Each 

meeting approximately 2 hours long. 

Please contact us for more info. 

 

Good Companions Over 55s Group: 

Four Lanes Community Centre, 3rd 

Tues of every month.  
 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: for 

parents and pre-school children. 

Range of activities including indoor 

and outdoor toys, arts and crafts, 

stories and rhymes, drinks and 

biscuits. Wed, 9.30-11.00am. £12 for 

6 weeks or £2.50 per week for drop-in. 

Please contact us to register your 

interest. 

Sama Karate: Junior Hall, Weds 5.15-

6.15pm. For more info contact 07759 

615876. 
 

Pegasus Karate Club: Traditional Wado 

Ryu Karate for beginners and 

advanced students. Weds 7-9pm, 

Junior School, contact: 07733 

410370. 
 

Zumba: Mon 7.30-8.30pm (£5.25), 

Tue 7-8pm (£6). Lisa 07884 267722. 
 

Clubbercise: Thurs 8-8.45pm. Book in 

a d v a n c e  o n  b o o k w h e n . c o m /

c l u b b e r c i s e w i t h a i m e e  o r 

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

clubbercisewithaimee/. 
 

Summit Judo: Fri 3.40-4.40pm. Email 

info@summitjudo.co.uk or call 07917 

005862. 
 

Holiday Play Scheme: Open to school 

children aged from 4 to 11 years. The 

Holiday Play Scheme provides a day of 

activities supervised by our friendly 

and professional team to keep the 

children amused with arts and crafts, 

sports, games and fun food. Runs 

through every school holiday and inset 

days. Session A: 8.30am-4.00pm, 

£16.75 or Session B: 8.30am-5.30pm, 

£20. Available to Infant and Junior 

children who attend school full time. 
 

Virginia Wyatt 
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