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Snowdrops will hopefully be with us in February. Picture by Dennis Clapp. 
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February 2015 
What would you like to see in the Chat? What should we include or exclude? I’d be 
very surprised if everyone was happy with the content and design of the Chat as 
tastes vary so much. Whatever your opinion we’d like to hear it—including if you 
think we’ve gone stale and need a change of Editor! 
 
This month there is once again correspondence regarding the perpetual 
“favourites” of traffic speeding/parking and dog nuisance. Interestingly, we’ve had 
a spate of letters in the last few months thanking people for their assistance after 
a fall. It’s heart-warming to hear how people go out of their way to help others in 
distress. Perhaps more interesting is the reason for the accidents in the first 
place. Is it down to an ageing population in Chineham or perhaps problems with 
the condition of our footpaths and verges. Have you experienced problems? Let 
me (and the Parish Council) know. 
 
Please keep sending your requests, events, problems, interests etc to us to help 
make the Chat an interesting and informative read. It’s free, apart from your time! 

Dennis Clapp 

Please Note 
The views expressed in Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team do not ac-
cept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in Chineham Chat. Copyright on all 
original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 
The refurbishment of the Sports Bar 
and entrance hall area is now 
complete so why not pay us a visit and 
see what a difference it has made to 
the club.  
 
With regard to entertainment February 
is a relatively quiet month but we are 
holding the following events:- 
 
Monday 2: Cash Bingo 20:00 in the 
Lounge Bar. 
Thursday 19: Senior Citizens Prize 
Bingo & Lunch 13:00 in the lounge bar 
Saturday 21: 80’s Night with Phar 2 
Funky 19:30 in the lounge bar (Adults 
only)   
Saturday 28: Family Night Disco & 
Entertainment 19:00 in the Lounge 
Bar 
 
Finally, remember our free monthly 
draw for members takes place on the 
last Sunday of each month between 
15.00 and 16.00. You must be in the 
club when the draw takes place to 
claim the prize which, at the time of 
writing, stands at £50. 
 
John Prince, Club Chairman  
 
 

Chineham Library 
Here is a reminder of our regular 
events at the library : 
 
Baby rhyme (10.30)  and toddler 
rhyme (11.15)  every Tuesday. 
Age concern help and advice on IT 
enquiries (10.00) every Wednesday. 
Card making group (09.30) every other 
Thursday. 
Toddler storytime (11.00) every Friday. 

ChiPPs Reading Group – Wednesday, 
18 February, 10.00 – 11.00. 
Crime Reading Group – Saturday, 28 
February.  10.30 – 11.30. 
 
To celebrate National Library Day we 
are holding a Crafty Saturday for 
children on 7 February, starting at 
10.00 till 12 midday. Free session, 
just turn up and have some fun. 
 
As always, if you need any further 
information, please ask a member of 
staff or phone 0845 603 5631. 
 
Wendy Castle 
 
 

Speeding Traffic 
I live in Alderwood in Chineham and 
regularly use Hanmore road. I read the 
recent article in the Chineham Chat 
titled 'Speed Limit' which highlights a 
very serious and ongoing problem for 
the whole of Chineham but specifically 
Hanmore road.  
 
I am often tailgated on that road for 
sticking to the 30mph speed limit and 
lose track of the times I have been 
overtaken. Some drivers are clearly 
doing in excess of 50mph which is 
extremely careless and shows a 
complete disregard for the law. On 
Hanmore road there is both and 
Nursery and School, not to mention 
that it is a residential area.  
 
This brings me to my second point. 
Parking outside Four Lanes school. I 
am a parent myself but am fortunate 
enough to be able to walk my daughter 
to school. Whilst I appreciate that 
many parents have to get off to work I 
also understand that many do not. 
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Regardless of your priorities in the 
morning the parking outside the 
school along Hanmore road is utterly 
inconsiderate in my opinion.  
 
I have even witnessed parents parking 
twofold on that stretch. Parents doing 
so should take note that The 
Chineham Arms Pub kindly allows 
parents to park in their car park and 
so does the Village Hall. I appreciate 
that the school drop off and pick up is 
a hectic time but there is clearly a 
complete disregard for local residents 
and the safety of others.  
 
Charlotte McCoy  
 
 

Marie Curie Daffodil Day 
Happy New Year and thank you very 
much for your generosity at Chineham 
Shopping Centre last year; we raised 
an amazing £910.87.  Special thanks 
to Margaret Payne who stepped in at 
the last minute to manage the 
day.  The Town Centre raised £4000 
 
Marie Curie Cancer Care provides 
nursing for seriously ill people in their 
home and in some cases in 
hospices. Unfortunately they are 
unable to provide nurses in the 
Basingstoke area but they do have 
n u r s e s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f 
Hampshire.  They also use the money 
to pay for research into Palliative Care 
which  is  shared w i th  o ther 
organizations. 
 
The major fundraising event of the 
year is the Daffodil Day which is the 7 
March this year.  If you can spare an 
hour or more please call Sally or 
Wendy on 023 8026 3123 or go 

to mariecurie.org.uk to register for a 
collection near you. 
 
 

Charity of the Chineham 
Village Hall and Recreation 

Ground 
AGM and Committee Membership 
The Annual General Meeting of the 
Chineham Village Hall Management 
Committee will be held at Chineham 
Village Hall Committee Room at 
8.00pm on Monday 23 February 
2015. The meeting will receive the 
reports and accounts for the year 
ending 31 December 2014 and will 
elect up to 10 members for the 
committee of management. Residents 
of Chineham who are aged 18 or over 
are entitled to attend the meeting and 
vote. Entrance to the Committee Room 
is via the Lounge Bar of the Village 
Club 
 
As detailed in January’s Chineham 
Chat, we have an urgent need for more 
members on the Management 
Committee so, if you are a Chineham 
resident aged 18 or over and are 
interested in being nominated for the 
Committee, please complete a 
nomination form in full. The form 
should be received by the Secretary 
Mrs J Chamberlain, of 4 Cuffelle Close, 
Chineham, Basingstoke, RG24 8RH by 
16 February 2015. If you have any 
queries, please telephone 07927 
649083. 
 
Lynne Hughes 

 
**Nomination Form overleaf** 
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NOMINATION FORM 
 
I, …………………………………...……………….
(print full name), am willing to be 
nominated for election to the 
Chineham Village Hall Management 
Committee and to accept and act in 
the Trusts of the Charity of Chineham 
Village Hall and Recreation Ground. I 
am aged 18 or over and I am a 
resident of Chineham. 
 
Signature of Nominee: 
 
 
……………………………………………..………… 
 
Address:……………………………………..……. 
 
………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………… 
 
Tel No: ……….….………………………………… 
 
Proposed by: 
 
………………………………………………………… 
 
Address:…………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………… 
 
Seconded by: 
 
………………………………………………………… 
 
Address:…………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………… 
 

Thank You 
I would like to thank the three people 
who helped me on the morning of 23 
December at 9am, when my husband 
had a bad fall. 
 
You called the ambulance and I still 
have the blanket put round him. Thank 
you so much. 
 
Marie Haviland (Tel: 474867) 
 
 

Looking for a New 
Challenge? 

RCS Ltd is a community organisation 
delivering training and support in 
Hampshire. As part of our work we 
provide adult learning training, back to 
work support, play schemes and play 
days, crèche services and NVQ training 
in childcare. 
 
We are looking for enthusiastic and 
professional people who want to work 
with us to support other people. 
 
We are currently recruiting  
* Adult Learning Tutors (variety of 
subjects) 
* Creche Workers 
* Play Workers 
* Learning Support Assistants 
 
If you think you would like to join us, 
please call 01794 522106 or e-mail 
enquiries.rcs123@gmail.com with a 
copy of your CV. 
 
Jane Kent 
 
 
Did You Know? Traffic lights were used 
before the advent of the motorcar. 
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Greening Campaign 
If you are a regular reader of this 
section of the Chineham Chat you 
might ask ‘What is the purpose of the 
Greening Chineham Campaign?’ 
This is a question that is regularly 
asked during our group 
meetings. The original aim was to 
highlight the problems of climate 
change and to find ways of 
working with Chineham residents 
that would help to reduce energy 
use and cut carbon emissions. We 
promoted simple lifestyle changes 
such as turning off lights when a room 
is not being used and we encouraged 
householders to take up free loft and 
cavity wall insulation offers.  
 
Incidentally there is currently a limited 
free offer for cavity wall and loft 
insulation -The Mark Group 0800 633 
5083 offer ref. BSCWDM - for 
information or email Lucy Martins 
(lucy.martins@basingstoke.gov.uk). 
 
Significant past successes include the 
DIY free loft insulation promotion 
through which over 100 householders 
upgraded their loft insulation. However 
subsequent events on recycling and 
waste reduction failed to engage 
residents’ interest. We found this 
surprising because when residents 
were asked what they would like to 
know more about the most prevalent 
answer was ‘recycling’. Now we have 
reached a point in time where the 
question ‘what are we for?’ has 
become pressing. Very few residents 
let us know what their thoughts are on 
the Greening Chineham campaign the 
reasons may be multiple: no one reads 
this section, no one is interested in 
climate change, people think that 

enough is being done already to 
combat climate change, the problem is 
too big so let’s not bother, it is 
someone else’s problem, why should 

we make changes if no one else 
is bothering, the government 
should take the necessary action, 
it will cost us too much to make 
the big changes needed, life is 
busy and difficult enough without 
thinking about green stuff too.  
 

On the plus side nationally and 
internationally there are a growing 
number of groups who are saying we 
need to reduce carbon emissions right 
now and shift to a clean energy 
economy.  The Climate Reality Project, 
founded by Al Gore, is one of these 
groups (www.climaterealityproject.org) 
you can follow them on Facebook and 
Twitter and learn about what is 
happening around the world. The 
Greening Chineham group is a 
member  o f  the  Bas ingstoke 
Sustainablity Forum chaired by Maria 
Miller. Other members of the  group 
include the Basingstoke Transition 
Network (basingstoketransition.org), 
SOLVE (solveloddon.org), Basingstoke 
C o n s e r v a t i o n  N e t w o r k  a n d 
Basingstoke Alternative Action Group. 
The Basingstoke Sustainablity Forum 
is working on five main themes that 
a re  pa r t i cu la r l y  re le van t  to 
Basingstoke, water quality of the 
Loddon, water supply, renewable 
energy, waste and recycling, and 
conservat ion  o f  our  natura l  
environment.  
 
So the question ‘What is the Greening 
Chineham campaign for?’ remains 
largely unanswered except to say that 
the group remains committed to  
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raising awareness in Chineham of the 
need for change towards a low carbon 
lifestyle. 
 (greeningchineham.hampshire.org.uk) 
 
Sue Juon 
 
 

Chineham Neighbourhood 
Watch 

Chineham enjoys a low crime rate and 
has an above average number of NW 
schemes. Is your road part of 
Chineham NW? 
 
Facts about Chineham NW  
* Run by volunteers, supported by 
police and local authorities 
* Local crime info can be efficiently 
shared between police and residents 
* Notices can be circulated e.g. 
warnings, advice, missing pets etc.  
* NW street signs deter opportunist 
criminals and reduce anti-social 
behaviour 
 
Facts about Chineham NW volunteers 
* Honest, ordinary residents with no 
special skills needed 
* Can get help from police and other 
NW volunteers to set up a new 
scheme 
* Some just include the homes in their 
own road, others adopt several roads 
* Need to put in very little time and 
effort once their scheme is set up 
* Simply forward emails from police 
and community to residents in their 
scheme 
* Post the most important warnings 
and advice to homes without email 
* Some choose to attend the Thursday 
evening monthly NW meetings in 
Chineham Village Hall, to socialise and 
discuss local crime issues 

Interested? 
If you think you might like to set up a 
new NW scheme in your road, please 
contact Laura Romney (Chair of 
Chineham NW) for further information 
with no pressure and no obligation if 
you decide not  to proceed. 
ljromney@hotmail.com 
 
Laura Romney   
 
 

Stolen iPod 
I am writing to inform you that my iPod 
nano has been stolen from my car 
glovebox this evening 13 January. 
 
I unfortunately didn't lock my car by 
accident and went outside at 
12.30am to my car and noticed the 
contents of my glovebox was on the 
passenger seat. The only thing taken 
was my iPod touch. I do not have any 
valuables in my car other than that. 
  
The car is parked outside my front 
door in Coppice Pale, Chineham. 
 
I’m really annoyed because that is first 
time I’ve left the car unlocked by 
accident as I was busy getting my 
small daughter and shopping out the 
car. 
 
As the police keep reminding us, 
please lock your car. 
 
Suzanne Lay 
 
 

Did You Know? 
The hair perm was invented in 1906 
by Karl Ludwig Nessler of Germany. 
 
The first fax process was patented in 
1843. 



 

 

.News from the Beat 
Crime Update by PC Jim Charlton: 
You may remember from last months 
article the spate of thefts from 
vehicles in the lead-up to Christmas 
targeting vehicles accidentally left 
unlocked by their owners. Two males 
have since been arrested for these 
offences. One has appeared in court 
while the other remains on bail 
pending the conclusion of our 
enquiries.  
 
Needless to say the series of crimes 
concluded very promptly once they 
had been arrested, but this doesn’t 
mean you can drop your guard. So 
please continue to make doubly sure 
you have locked your vehicle when you 
leave it overnight, and don’t leave any 
valuables inside.  
 
To date nobody has contacted me with 
regards to the ‘Quicksilver’ and ‘Von 
Zipper’ sunglasses in the black case 
that was dropped by the two males 
whilst committing one of the thefts. 
Please contact me on the details 
below if they are yours. 
 
In the later half of December we 
suffered a number of break-ins to 
sheds and garages. It is unclear what 
time some of these took place, but 
they occurred in Brookfield Close, 
Compton Way and Monxton Place, and 
two bikes were taken from each 
location.  
 
Please ensure that your bikes are 
locked to an immoveable object, even 
if stored inside a shed, garage, etc. 
And most importantly, make a record 
of the frame number which is usually 
stamped on the underside of the 

bottom bracket (the part of the frame 
the pedals go through). Now is a good 
time to do this as many new bikes are 
bound to have been given as 
Christmas gifts. Without the frame 
number, it is very difficult for the police 
to identify your bike if it does get 
stolen as there are hundreds of bikes 
just like them. So go and make a 
record of it now and keep it 
somewhere safe, otherwise you may 
not get around to doing it until it is too 
late. 
 
I am pleased to finish this month 
report with a good news story. Just 
before Christmas a number of outdoor 
decorations were stolen from Sherfield 
Park one evening. Fortunately a 
neighbours CCTV captured footage of 
the male involved and his vehicle. No 
registration could be seen, but after 
some lucky enquiries I was able to 
identify the vehicle and a few days 
later tracked the male down to an 
address near Reading. I am happy to 
say that the decorations, along with 
others he had ‘appropriated’, were 
returned to their owners in time for 
Christmas, while he received a hefty 
fine. Merry Christmas! 
 
PC Jim Charlton 21015 and PCSO 
Richard Strauss 14735 
 
PC Jim Charlton 21015 and PCSO 
Richard Strauss 14735 
 
Beat surgery – 1st Wed. of the month 
at Costa Coffee in the Chineham 
Centre at 16:30-17:30 
Tel: 101 (request to leave a message 
using our collar numbers). 
james.charlton@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
richard.strauss@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
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Chineham Parish Council 
Vacancy: 
The Parish Council has extended the 
deadline for applications for the post 
of Rapid Response Warden until 20 
February. If you are interested in 
applying for this part-time paid position 
(5 hours per week) please contact the 
Clerk for a job description and 
application form. 
 
Precept: 
At the January meeting of the Parish 
Council, it was agreed that a precept 
of £36,935 be requested from 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council for 2015/16. It was also noted 
that the Parish Council would receive a 
grant for the Council Tax Support 
Scheme of £1684. The precept 
request equates to a contribution of 
approximately £11.98 per annum for a 
typical Band D property and this 
remains the same as the contribution 
for 2014/15. 
 
Parish Council election: 
The Parish Council election will take 
place in May.  If you are interested in 
being nominated as a Parish 
Councillor, please keep a look out for 
more information to follow next month.  
In the meantime, if you are interested 
in understanding how the Parish 
Council operates and what a Parish 
Councillor does, please take a look at 
our website www.chineham.gov.uk or 
come along to one of our monthly 
meetings to see what goes on. 
 
Grit Bins: 
There are a number of blue or yellow 
bins filled with salt and/or grit for use 
in Chineham on public roads and 
pavements.  The Parish Council has 

been advised that if the salt/grit in the 
bins appears to have a hard crust then 
residents should break through this 
layer & the salt/grit underneath is 
useable.  Residents can report that a 
bin requires refilling via the Hampshire 
C o u n t y  C o u n c i l  w e b s i t e 
www.hants.gov.uk. Alternatively, 
please contact the Parish Council with 
the location details and we will report 
it.  
 
The next Chineham Parish Council 
meeting is to be held on 9 February.  It 
starts at 7.45 pm in the Community 
Rooms at the Chineham Village Hall 
(the public session will start at 7.50 
pm). 
 
The Parish Council is here to help the 
residents of Chineham, so if there is a 
Chineham issue you are concerned 
about, please feel free to contact the 
Clerk, Sally Jackson on 474500 or 
email clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 
Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 
0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 
assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 
during office hours only please. The 
Parish Council website can be found at 
www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 
 

Cake Sale 
We (Royal British Legion Women’s 
Section) will be holding a sale of home-
made cakes on Saturday 14 February 
from 1.00 until 3.00 pm at the RBL 
Hall, Crown Lane, Old Basing. Entrance 
50p  All proceeds to the Poppy Appeal. 
 
Sue Wilson 
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Tesco Roundabout 
For a number of years I have watched 
the antics of drivers at the dreadful 
"Tesco's roundabout". Some few years 
ago I did contact one of the local 
councillors and asked why it had never 
been signalled to give egress from the 
Reading Road and the other feeders 
onto the A33 without having to pull out 
in front of traffic moving at 50mph.  
 
The new traffic light will do nothing to 
address the difficulties of this 
problem. All the time I see drivers 
taking chances by trying to beat the 
oncoming traffic on the A33 coming 
from the A339. Not only that, but once 
on the roundabout many seem loath to 
wait their turn to join it. I am surprised 
that there seems never to have been a 
very serious accident, to my 
knowledge. 
  
The current crossing facility, whilst 
welcome for those it serves, does not 
address the overall difficulties. To my 
mind Hampshire Council should 
consider the following: 
  
* Reduce the speed limit on the A33 
from 50 mph to 40 mph from the 
A339 until, at least, Taylors Farm. 
* Implement peak times signalling to 
allow egress as stated above. 
  
This would allow for an overall 
reduction of speed limits and 
a s s o c i a t e d  r i s k s .  W i t h  t h e 
development proposals for new 
housing this will only exacerbate the 
problem by the anticipated increase in 
traffic seeking access to the A33 from 
Hanmore Road area. 
  
Stanley J Marut CMILT 

Borough Councillor  
Martin Biermann 

I imagine that there are few people who 
are not aware of the challenges currently 
faced by Tesco. 
 
I am afraid that I count myself amongst 
those who find the company very arrogant 
and feel that the new circumstances might 
just make them pay more careful attention 
to public opinion. What is, however, 
significant is the fact that a massive halt 
has been put on new store development, 
which includes the one proposed near B&Q 
in Basingstoke. 
 
The question which now arises is what 
impact the new situation will have on the 
Chineham store? In the meantime the 
planning application for a "Click and 
Collect" facility in the car park near the 
petrol station has been withdrawn. This is 
probably no bad thing given the pressure 
on parking spaces over the Christmas/New 
Year period. Might the landowners now 
revert to a previous project to construct a 
two story car park in the East car park 
where the recycling bins are located? 
 
The shopping centre management has 
done well in these days of retail outlet 
closures and have managed to attract 
some interesting stores into the centre.  
Notable changes look highly probable in 
the year ahead. 
 
By the time this Chat pops through your 
letterbox we should also know whether Aldi 
will be arriving on Carpenters Down, just a 
few metres distant from the Red Army 
Roundabout. 
 

Martin Biermann 
Tel: 01256 352434 
Text (only):  07900 780902 
cllr.m.biermann@basingstoke.gov.uk 
Facebook: Chineham Spotlight 
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County and Borough 
Councillor Elaine Still 

Following on from my last article in the 
Chat (The consultation exercise with the 
immediate local residents near to the 
proposed traffic calming/management 
scheme on Reading Road has been 
concluded. The Parish Council were also 
consulted on the proposals. The aim of the 
scheme was to reduce vehicle speeds and 
ensure the safety of pedestrians and 
cyclists crossing Reading Road. 
 
The residents were consulted by a letter 
drop which included a plan and 
questionnaire on the proposed scheme. 
There was a good response to the 
consultation and the majority view was the 
proposed scheme was not supported.) 
 
The Parish Council did not support the 
proposals either so I have now  consulted 
the Parish Council and I  asked them what 
they would consider to be a safe scheme 
to go with. One option they suggested  was 
the introduction of a zebra crossing. 
 
I have asked officers in the highways and 
traffic team to investigate if this is an 
acceptable alternative. As part of this work 
a traffic survey will be undertaken shortly 
to establish what the current pedestrian/
vehicle movements are at this location on 
Reading Road. 
 
The outcome from this survey will help 
determine whether a zebra crossing can be 
justified or whether other measures should 
be considered. Officers will report back on 
this matter in due course. Further 
consultation with local residents and the 
Parish Council will be undertaken on any 
new proposals 
 
Tel: 01256 880926 
Mobile: 07747862913 
elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 
cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 
 

Borough Councillor  
Paul Miller 

As I write, the weather forecast looks 
ominously familiar to last year with very 
potent weather systems coming across the 
North Atlantic towards the British Isle. The 
high ground water levels of last year have 
been sustained despite 2014 being 
identified as one of the driest (low rainfall) 
on record. Please be cautious on the roads 
if the forecasts come true; the BDBC 
Officers have Contingency Plans if they are 
required in any flood-related emergency. 
 
I will repeat the contact numbers here in 
the event we are faced with these same 
conditions this winter. The most vulnerable 
area around Basingstoke appears to be 
the River Loddon and I would ask anyone 
who observes the Loddon or Petty’s Brook 
rising above normal to contact Hampshire 
Highways if roads and pathways are 
affected on 0845 6035633 or, if property 
is in immediate danger of flooding contact 
BDBC on 01256 844844; out of working 
hours you will be forwarded to a 24 hour 
service. More information can be found on 
the BDBC website. 
 
The Black Dam road construction works 
continue and I understand we may be 
faced with even more tedious delays as 
the work progresses, so please be patient. 
 
The Local Plan is now under review by 
BDBC after the Planning Inspectors’ report 
requested that several areas need to be re-
assessed and another public consultation 
conducted before the revised Draft Plan is 
re-submitted for examination. It is 
anticipated that the re-submission should 
occur towards the end of 2015. 
 

Paul Miller 
Tel: 01256 467400 
Mobile: 07777 659022 
cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  
 
 
 



 

 

 Chineham Speedwatch  
Sadly one of my team members left for 
pastures new at the end of November, 
which meant that we were only able to 
do two sessions in December, and 
how different they were! 
 
In our first session we observed 24 
vehicles over the limit from a total of 
151 of which 4 were doing over 
40mph. In our second session it 
seems that the drivers of Chineham 
were better behaved as we only saw 1 
person over the speed limit from 180 
vehicles and this despite the 
Christmas rush. Could it be that the 
message is gett ing through? 
Chineham is a no go area for 
speeders. 
 
Having read K. Glenridding’s excellent 
article in the January edition I have 
just one comment – join us and help 
to reduce the speed of traffic in 
Chineham.  
 
We are pleased to announce that 
Sherfield-on-Loddon has finally got 
their clearance through and will be 
conducting their own Speedwatch 
sessions from February. This will 
hopefully create a “safe” corridor 
along the A33 area (Old Basing, 
Chineham and now Sherfield), and this 
together with other Speedwatch 
initiatives in Hampshire will create 
safer roads for all. 
 
We will be back out again in February, 
together with our new friends from 
Sherfield, so unless you really want 
that letter, watch your speed. Take 
care, stay safe, and above all, keep 
your speed down! 
 

If you would like to join the 
Speedwatch team then please contact 
t h e  p a r i s h  c l e r k  a t 
clerk@chineham.gov.uk.  
 
Bob Rickett  
Chineham Speedwatch coordinator 
 
 

Dog Attack 
Sadly the start to my New Year was 
saddened by the death of my beloved 
cat Opie, possibly due to the result of 
being bitten by a dog. I was awoken 
that fateful night by the sound of a dog 
attacking a cat and unknown to me at 
the time it turned out to be my own.  
 
I happened to see the dog running 
around loose and knew it shouldn't 
have been off its lead. All I want is for 
dog owners to please keep their dogs 
on leads at all times and not let them 
have free reign of the neighbourhood 
for this not to happen again.  
 
Petty's Brook Road Resident (Name 
supplied) 
 
 

Did You Know? 
One hour before Alexander Graham 
Bell registered his patent for the 
telephone in 1876, Elisha Gray 
patented his design. After years of 
litigation, the patent went to Bell. 
 
In 1889, Kansas undertaker Almon B 
Strowger wanted to prevent telephone 
operators from advising his rivals of 
the death of local citizens. (His 
competitors wife worked as a 
telephonist). So he invented the 
automatic telephone exchange. 
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Minister’s Message 
What sort of a person are you? I know 
it is a personal question, but let me 
ask it anyway. How do you view life? I 
remember some years back writing for 
the February edition of the Chat and 
saying that I didn’t like February. 
Someone challenged me saying they 
loved February because they had a 
birthday in February. So are you the 
kind who sees the positives or the 
negatives in things? 
 
I think it was Oscar Wilde who wrote, 
‘Between the optimist and the 
pessimist, the difference is droll. The 
optimist sees the doughnut; the 
pessimist the hole!’ 
 
Are you the optimist or the pessimist? I 
have to say that, while I think I have a 
cheerful disposition, I am often 
accused of seeing the hole or the half 
empty cup, or more likely glass! 
 
So again as we come to February how 
do you view it? Do you see it as the 
gateway to March and the spring or 
just dull grey February? 
 
Late last year we suddenly had a day 
that began with a sharp frost and I had 
to scrape the frost off the car. Later as 
I put my coat on and walked down to 
church I thought about how cold it was 
and then reflected that, yes that was 
part and parcel of living in a country 
which has definite seasons. I reflected 
that the seasons are all good even 
though perhaps I may enjoy summer 
more and that I should try to enjoy 
rather than endure winter. I should try 
to see the positives in winter. 
 
So I made up my mind that each day 

when I went out into the cold I would 
try not to say to myself or others, “it is 
cold” but actually to enjoy the cold and 
the fact that, having been cold,  I will 
eventually be able to get warm again. 
In other words I decided to try and see 
the doughnut rather than the hole, to 
make the most of the fact that we live 
in a country that has these different 
seasons and to enjoy and value them. 
 
So rather than getting down in the 
mouth over the fact that it is cold I 
rejoice in the fact that I don’t have to 
cut the grass, to me that’s a positive! 
But seriously I think we all realise that 
life is better if we can have a positive 
outlook and that in every situation, as 
an old song says we can “count your 
blessings name them one by one”. I 
need to look for the good things both 
in every season and in every part of 
life, perhaps you do too! 
 
So here’s to some snow and ice and 
let’s see what I make of that! 
 
Ian Bentley 
 Minister at Christ Church Chineham 
 
 

Christ & Community  
Church Activities 

Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am 
every Sunday – all welcome.  Groups 
for children and young people of all 
ages meet at the 10.30am service – 
the 9am service tends to be quieter 
and more reflective. There is no charge 
and all are welcome.  During  February 
we will be continuing our look at the 
book of Genesis and our relationship 
with God.  Our sermons are recorded 
and available on our website at 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk   
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Midweek services: a service of Holy 
Communion will be held on Tuesday 
24 February at 11am and in the Club 
Room at Binfields’ Close at 10.30am 
(please note the new time!). All 
welcome.  We will be having a service 
for Ash Wednesday on 18 February – 
do contact us for details.   
  
Come and pray: we meet regularly for 
prayer and everyone is welcome to join 
us. We have “Come and Pray” 
meetings booked in the diary as 
follows:  1 February 7-8pm, 9 February 
8-9pm, 15 February 7-8pm.   Is there 
something you would like prayer 
for? Obviously you can pray anytime 
and anywhere, but our Prayer Room is 
open whenever the building is open – 
you are welcome to drop in to sit and 
pray in silence, or if you would like 
someone to pray with or for you we 
can arrange that.  
  
Big Food Quiz: Fancy yourself as a bit 
of a “foodie”? Know your radishes 
from your rambutans, your tangerines 
from your tangelos?  Come and join us 
for lots of food fun which will include 
tasting as well as general food 
knowledge.  The quiz will take place on 
Saturday 7 February starting at 
7.30pm.   Please contact us to book in 
your team of up to 6 people (£10 per 
team).  BYO drinks and snacks (we can 
provide paper cups).  All welcome! 
  
Coffee and Co: our cafe is open every 
Monday during term-time from 9.30am 
to 11.30am.  Everyone is welcome to 
drop in for a coffee and a slice of 
delicious cake!  There are toys for the 
children and plenty of people to chat 
with. 
  

Luncheon Club: everyone is welcome 
to join us for lunch on Tuesday 24 
February at 12noon. Adults £4, 
children £2. There is no need to book.   
  
CCBBies: our group for pre-school 
children meets every Thursday during 
term-time from 10-11.15am in the 
Shaftesbury Room. Parents/carers are 
requ i red  to  s tay  w i th  the i r 
children. There is no charge and 
refreshments are available along with 
stories, crafts, songs, prayers and free 
play as we learn about Jesus and the 
Bible together.   
  
Messy Church: families are invited to 
join us on Monday 9 February from 
3 . 4 5 p m  f o r  g a m e s /
refreshments. Activities begin at 
4.15pm, supper is served at 5.15pm 
and it is time to go home at 
5.45pm.  There is no charge although 
donations towards the cost of the food 
is welcome. This month we will be 
learning about Jesus and his 
friends. Everyone is invited to come 
and “get messy” with us! 
  
Thank God It’s Friday (TGIF) Youth 
Club: young people in year 6 upwards 
are invited to join us every Friday in 
term-time from 8-9.30pm for lots of 
games, activities, fun and friendship. It 
will only cost you £1 to come in but do 
bring some extra cash for tuck and 
bring a friend too! 
  
Charity collections: we continue to 
collect stamps (new and used), ink 
cartridges, postcards, spectacles, 
socks, tools, bedding, tins and packets 
of food, empty baby wipe packets, and 
tops from supermarket milk bottles for 
various charities.  We can find a home 
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for most things so if you have anything 
you would like to pass on do contact 
us! 
  
First Aid Course:  we will be hosting a 
Red Cross First Aid Course on Saturday 
7 March.  The training is free to Church 
members but members of the 
community can attend for the cost of 
£25 per person. If you are interested 
please contact us. 
  
Room hire: rooms are available to hire 
either on a one-off or regular 
basis.  Contact us for details or look on 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk  
Prices start at £7.75 per hour 
(Community Rate) which includes use 
of the kitchen/snack bar where tea, 
coffee, sugar and squash are 
provided.   
  
Further information: if you would like 
to know anything about the life and 
activities of Christ Church please 
contact Ruth, our Administrator – 
0 1 2 5 6  4 7 4 2 8 0 /
admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk/
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk or 
drop in when the office is open.  You 
can also find out information about 
C h r i s t  C h u r c h  o n  
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk , at 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/
christchurchchineham) and follow us 
on Twitter @ccChineham   
 
 

Garden Shop Opening 
Old Basing Allotment & Garden Society 
Shop, Riley Lane, Old Basing is open 8 
and 22 February,11am to noon.  
 
Renewal of membership or new 
members for 2015 pay just £5. 

We will be holding a Plant Sale on 
17 May. Donation of plants welcome.  
 
Tony  Stoney 
 
 

Old Basing Branch of the 
Royal British Legion 

I am delighted to announce that the 
total of £15,387.25 has been raised 
so far this Poppy Appeal year. To help 
increase this total we are working in 
partnership with Clothes for Charity; 
we have collection bags at Legion Hall 
in Crown Lane and would welcome 
your donations of good quality clothes 
and shoes. When you have some to 
donate please see either Tracey or 
Kyle Merritt after 5pm at the club who 
will be happy to see you. All proceeds 
go to the Poppy Appeal, if you have any 
questions please contact Hon Poppy 
Appeal Organiser Tim Russell on either 
0 7 7 7  2 8 8  3 9 6 4  o r 
btrussell1962ad@aol.com 
 
Tim Russell 
 
 

Remembering Chineham 
I moved to Chineham so long ago as a 
child I forget when it actually was. It 
has been 20+ years since I left 
Chineham and moved to New York, yet 
still, on a regular  basis I check in to 
see if the latest version of the ‘Chat’ 
has been updated and published.  
 
I occasionally see names, places, 
issues, that I remember well, and are 
still on-going so many years later. The 
memories of Bluebell wood, the 
estates that were once fields of straw, 
the streams, woods and countryside 
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that always has made the area so 
unforgettable. New York has its 
advantages, but not the small, quaint 
touch that places like Hampshire has 
on you. 
 
I’m glad that Chineham, the area and 
Village Hall has continued to grow in 
its success, and sad to see so many 
faces and personalities are no longer 
with us.  
 
My regards to all, hoping you either 
have, or have had, a great Christmas 
and New Year. 
 
Andy Donovan. 
 
 

BAOS Hairspray 
BAOS presents Hairspray at The 
Haymarket Monday 16 - Saturday 21 
March, 7.30pm and Saturday 21 
M a r c h ,  2 . 3 0 p m .  T i c k e t s 
cost from £15, group discounts 
available. 
 
BIG hair, big voices, and tonnes of 
Hairspray! 
 
Tracy Turnblad, a big girl with big hair 
and an even bigger heart, has only one 
passion: to dance. Her dream is to 
appear on 'The Corny Collins Show', 
Baltimore's hippest dance party on 
TV.  If there is one thing that this girl 
knows, it's that she was born to 
dance.  When the station cancels their 
monthly ‘Negro Day’, Tracy is forced to 
open her eyes to a bigger issue that 
her friends face… racial inequality. 
 
It's 1962, and change is in the air.  But 
can a trendsetter in dance and fashion 
vanquish the programme’s reigning 

princess, win the heart of heartthrob 
Link Larkin, and integrate a television 
show without denting her ‘do?  
 
Packed with great chorus numbers 
such as 'Good Morning Baltimore', 
'Welcome to the 60s' and of course 
the fabulous 'You Can’t Stop The 
Beat.  With upbeat 60s music and 
colourful set and costumes, Hairspray 
is sure to have the audience dancing 
in the aisles. Be sure not to miss this 
eight-time Tony award-winning show! 
 
Rachel Kingston De Caires 
 
 

Brains and Beauty 
My name is Nicola Ascroft. I am a 21 
year old female, who has been 
fortunate enough to make it to the 
final heat of Miss Hampshire 2015!  
  
One of the categories that the finalists 
have the option of taking part in, is 
Miss Hampshire PR Queen. In order to 
be awarded winner of this category, I 
have to try and get as much press and 
buzz about myself and the competition 
as possible, between now and 14 
March (the day of the Final).   
  
I live in Everest Park, Popley and my 
Mum has a Beauty Salon (Debs) in 
Chineham while I run a similar 
business (D & D) in Taylors Farm. 
 
Nicola Ascroft 
 
Good luck Nicola. Let us know how you 
get on. Ed 
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Hedgehogs in February 
Do you ever lie in bed half awake and 
wonder whether to get up now or 
snooze for a little longer?   Well I guess 
many hedgehogs at this time of year 
will be facing the same dilemma and 
wondering whether to rouse properly 
from hibernation or to stay there a 
little longer. Unless the weather is 
warming nicely I suspect many 
hedgehogs will stay in hibernation until 
March and some even longer. 
 
Any that do wake may get caught out if 
the weather suddenly changes and 
gets much colder. If you do see any 
large hedgehogs out and about at 
night I am sure they will definitely 
appreciate a regular dish of food.  They 
will have lost quite a bit of weight in 
hibernation and will need to get up to 
a good weight for the breeding season. 
 
Any small hedgehogs may need to be 
rescued as they may either have used 
up all their reserves during a brief 
hibernation or they may still be too 
small to hibernate properly and at the 
end of their endurance.  If in doubt do 
give the BHPS a call for advice, 
weighing the hedgehog first would be 
helpful. Do bear in mind that 
hedgehogs out in the day are most 
likely to be in trouble and will need to 
be rescued. 
 
Those gardeners amongst you that 
may be tempted outside, do be aware 
that there could be hibernating 
hedgehogs in your garden so take care 
when clearing up piles of leaves and 
debris. You might also want to think 
about joining up your garden with 
those on both sides and the rear by 
making holes in fences (make sure it 

is yours to do so first) and perhaps 
making your side gate hedgehog 
friendly too. Obviously if the garden 
next to you has fierce dogs then 
opening it up so hedgehogs can gain 
access is not such a good idea.  Visit 
www.hedgehogstreet.org for more 
information about joining up gardens. 
 
The BHPS can give general advice and 
perhaps details of a local hedgehog 
rehabilitator that you can contact.  
Contact the Brit ish Hedgehog 
Preservation Society on 01584 
890801.   For more information about 
hedgehogs and how to help them visit 
t h e  B H P S  w e b  s i t e  a t  
www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk 
 
Kay Bullen   
 
 

Sudoko 
 

 
Difficult puzzle supplied by Chineham 
resident Neville Wilson 
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Basingstoke Civil Service 
Retirement Fellowship 

The Secretary, Tony Brazier, welcomed 
members, including 2 visitors, to the 
first monthly meeting of 2015 held on 
Wednesday 7 January and reminded 
everyone that the AGM was on 4 
March which would be followed by 
lunch at the Conservative Club.  
Nominations for officers and 
committee members should reach the 
Secretary by 31 January.  Christine 
Broadbent then gave her welfare 
report which included the sad news 
that Michael Matthews had died just 
before Christmas. 
 
The speaker was Brian Spicer who 
used to be the Estate Manager at 
Hackwood Park. His talk centred on 
Spring Wood, which is to the East of 
the house, and was described by Sir 
John Betjeman as the “Jewel in the 
Crown of Hackwood”.  
 
He described the formation of the 
wood from the time that the clay 
among the chalk ridges, laid down 
after the ice age, gave rise to a mixture 
of oak and beech trees growing 
together and then went on to give a 
history of its development through the 
ages.  The name Spring Wood comes 
from Norman times when part of the 
forest was enclosed to protect the 
King’s deer from the local fallow deer 
and the water for them was supplied 
by the spring located there. It has 
undergone quite a few changes since 
then.  
 
Through the civil war, George 1 visiting 
and having his statue installed there, 
landscaping by Charles Bridgeman 
giving avenues and landmarks 

designed by John Vanbrugh with the 
stone and flint wall being built which 
still stands to this day, neglect over a 
number of years, damage by the 
hurricane of 1987 and then 
restoration to its present state by Lord 
Camrose who died in 1995.  
Nowadays the house and adjoining 
land is owned by the government of 
Qatar and access is restricted to 
designated footpaths through the 
adjoining forest. 
 
After thanking Brian for his interesting 
and amusing talk Tony reminded 
everyone of the trip on Tuesday 24 
February to Westfield Shopping Centre 
or the London Museums and the do as 
you please trip to Salisbury on Tuesday 
17 March.  Further details of these 
trips can be obtained from Kate 
Lambeth on 01256 328791. 
 
The group meets on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 
Brookvale Village Hall from 10 am – 
12 noon and all retired Civil Servants 
and their partners are welcome.  The 
programme of speakers and trips for 
this year is now available and can be 
obtained from the Secretary Tony 
Brazier on 01256 418770 or at 
bjmapbr@ntlworld.com. 
 
The next meeting is on 4 February 
when the speaker will be David Ogborn 
on Singing for Fun. 
 
David Cowling 
 
 

Did You Know? 
Fishing is the biggest participant sport 
in the world. 
Football (soccer) is the most attended 
and watched (on TV) sport in the world. 



 

 

Nature Notes 
In November, there were berries on 
the Holly bushes but by the time I 
checked in December, those had 
disappeared. Even the Hawthorn 
bushes had been stripped. I was 
making a wreath for my parents' grave, 
so I  picked the long branches of the 
Variegated Holly, entwined them with 
Variegated Ivy. I added a small bunch 
of ivy berries. I was interested to see 
that the “berries” on my brother’s 
purchased one were Ivy berries 
covered in red wax! 
 
Jenny always has flowers throughout 
the year in the border by her house 
and there were colourful Polyanthus 
hiding amongst the green leaves of the 
Hellebores, with the flowers of Green 
Hellebore above. It’s such a joy to see 
the brightness on a dull day.  I must 
watch out to see if the petals become 
ragged—a sign that the birds are lining 
their nests with the velvety blossoms. 
 
The birds have been eating at all my 
feeders, which is good news because 
the annual " Bird Watch" takes place in 
a week’s time. In addition to the large 
Pigeon performing acrobatic feats, we 
had a pair of Magpies approaching the 
bird food in different ways. One flew 
straight down to the seed on the  
ground whilst the other attempted to 
hang on to rim of the saucer. Despite 
the strong wind blowing everything 
round and the feeder tipping up, it 
managed to grab a few grains.            
 
We were lucky to see a pair of Red 
Kites flying very low over the drive  
They are appearing more frequently, 
which is good news. 
 

Edwina, who lives at Church End, told 
me she had opened her curtains the 
other morning to see her lawn covered 
in Redstarts.                                       
 
My Robin, who normally watches my 
every move, ignored me today, sat on 
a high branch and sang his heart out 
to answering bird.                                                   
 
Despite the rain, in between, there 
have been some spectacular views 
with sunlight on fields and trees 
against dark skies. Why is one always 
driving at the time?                                                
 
The tips of the snowdrops have 
appeared, the catkins are dancing in 
the breeze, and it’s a little lighter each 
evening ,so hopefully Winter will soon 
pass. Remember, put out bird food 
and check the weather on 2 February.                 
“If Candlemas day be fair and bright, 
winter will have another flight" 
 
Carry on watching. Please inform me 
of any nature happenings you have 
e n c o u n t e r e d  a t 
ginny.wright2@btinternet.com or 
479562.                              
 
Ginny Wright 
 
 

Did You Know? 
In 1975, Junko Tabei from Japan 
became the first woman to reach the 
top of Mount Everest. 
 
The first instance of global electronic 
communications took place in 1871 
when news of the Derby winner was 
telegraphed from London to Calcutta 
in under 5 minutes. 
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Four Lanes Community 
Centre 

Happy Hands & Dancing Feet: For 
Mums, Dads, Babies and Pre-school 
children. There will be a range of 
activities including indoor and outdoor 
toys, arts and crafts, stories and 
rhymes, drinks and biscuits.  All based 
in a safe and welcoming environment. 
Starts 25 February, Wednesdays - 
9.30am to 11.00am on going. Cost 
£12.00 for 6 weeks or £2.50 per week 
on a drop-in basis. Please contact us 
to register your interest 
 
Understanding Behaviour 0 to 5: A 5 
week course to increase parent’s 
confidence and self esteem. This is a 
joint program for both Parents/Carers 
of Pre-school children. 
Start date to be confirmed.  Please call 
to register your interest. Free. 
 
Zumba: Mondays, 7.30pm to 8.30pm. 
Cost £6 pay as you go. Contact Rina 
Mistry on 07971 553658.  
 
Get My Digital SLR on to Manual: 5 
week course. An introduction to Digital 
SLR/Bridge camera photography.  
Starts Monday 2 March, 7.00pm to 
9.00pm. Cost £55.00. 
 
Get Fit for Families: Saturday 14 
February. Fun, physical activity. 
Information and advice on nutrition, as 
well as tips for leading healthier 
lifestyles. Cookery session – make 
your own healthy meal! Please contact 
Sarah Brown on 01256 354141 or 
email sarah@proteustheatre.com to 
book your place. 
 
Fitness Freestyle Yoga: (Infant Hall) 
Freestyle Fitness Yoga is a yoga based 
fitness class without the spirituality.  

All abilities are welcome. Mondays 
7.30pm to 8.30pm. Costs £5.00 per 
week on a pay as you go basis. 
Contact: see loubevmit@gmail.com or  
Louise on 07985 676201 if you have 
any questions. 
 
GOL: (Football) Mondays at Junior 
School and Tuesday at Infant School. 
Mondays at the Junior School 3.40pm 
to 4.40pm or Tuesdays at the Infant 
School 3.40pm to 4.40pm. Contact 
Doreen at GOL on 01256 381652.  
 
For information on all events at Four 
Lanes Community Centre please 
telephone 810499 or look at 
www.fourlanescentre.com. 
 
Virginia Wyatt 
 
 

North Hampshire Medical 
Fund 

Judith Charmer, the Fund Manager for 
The North Hampshire Medical Fund 
gave a presentation to the Probus Club 
of Basingstoke about the activities of 
this charity founded by the Earl of 
Carnarvon some 35 years ago, which 
is probably unknown to most local 
people. Its purpose is to raise money 
to buy specialist equipment for 
Basingstoke hospital that the Health 
Service budget is unable to provide.  
  
The equipment  procured for 
B a s i n g s t o k e  h a s  a i d e d  t h e 
improvements in on-site diagnostics, 
pain reduction and obviates the need 
for lengthy journeys to other centres 
for treatment. In many instances, 
equipment purchased by The Fund has 
been used for training medical staff in 
the most up to date procedures.  
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Access to updated technology has also 
enabled the hospital to attract the best 
consultants. Their skill and expertise 
has helped to spread the hospital's 
reputation as a centre of excellence 
and ensured a better quality of care 
for the thousands of people who use 
its services. 
 
In the past two years 21 pieces of 
equipment have been funded and 
supplied to the North Hampshire 
Hospital.  They include £450,000 for a 
new Radiotherapy Planning CT 
scanner for targeting cancer with 
advanced technology and £10,500 for 
a Cardiotacograph machine for the 
hospital's antenatal unit. This will save 
lives and reduce the incidence of 
complications, stress or harm to 
mother and baby. They have a current 
t a r g e t  o f  £ 13 0, 000  fo r  an 
Endobronchial Ultrasound which looks 
inside airways and allows samples to 
be taken from a lymph gland or 
tumour around the chest. Patients 
present l y  have  to  t rave l  to 
Southampton or Oxford for these 
procedures with up to a 4/5 week 
waiting list, a lung  cancer tumour can 
double in size in just 4 weeks. 
 
The Fund is the only charity in the 
county dedicated to raising funds for 
equipment to help the hospital keep 
p a c e  w i t h  a d v a n c e s  i n 
technology. However, technology is 
expensive, and NHS budgets cannot 
always stretch to pay for all the 
equipment that can help save lives, 
improve diagnosis and treatment or 
reduce pain. By continued support, 
The Medical Fund will keep the North 
Hampshire Hospital at the forefront of 
patient care. 
 

The Probus Club of Basingstoke has 
also been in existence for as many 
years as The North Hampshire Medical 
Fund. A social club for retired 
professional and business managers it 
meets twice most months and more 
information can be seen on 
www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com or 
call their secretary Paul Flint on 07770 
886521 for an informal chat. 
 
Paul Flint 
 
 

Chineham Conservation 
Group 

The Group has had another steady 
year with a work party most months. 
We started the year with some 
coppicing which has been carried on 
by a corporate work party in Great 
Sorrel’s Copse. Some of the paths 
were also re-laid in the copse. 
 
After a couple of months break in the 
summer, we cleared some of the pond 
in Tollhouse Meadow—the water level 
was significantly better than last year 
due to the clearing we did in 2013. 
Some fish were seen, dragonflies and 
even a duck came to inspect the work. 
 
We finished the year by clearing the 
stream by Meadowlands play area—
this is now running freely and we 
found several toads, bullhead fish and 
spotted a kingfisher. Having removed 
all the rubbish, the vegetation on the 
bank should rot down fairly quickly. 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers over 
the year and I look forward to seeing 
you and new faces in 2015. For details 
of work parties please contact Helen 
on 358048 or Ann on 07718 194207. 
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Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre 

To book a place, you can order online 
from https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/
home.php, visit Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre in Festival Place, or call 01256 
478670. Advance booking is strongly 
recommended. To find out more about 
Basingstoke Discovery Centre and 
H a m p s h i r e  L i b r a r i e s  v i s i t 
www.hants.gov.uk/bsdc, http://
www3.hants.gov.uk/library/bsdc.htm, 
https://twitter.com/BasingstokeDC 
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
BasingstokeDC. 
 
February Events: 
Dig Basing: Tuesday 3 at 2 pm. £3. 
Chris Elmer, a researcher from the 
University of Southampton, will provide 
an insight into the fascinating history 
of the site and talk about the recent 
excavat ions conducted there. 
 
Second Chance Cinema Club:  ‘Made 
in Britain’ Season. Thursday 5 and 
Thursday 19  February, 1pm & 3:30pm 
 
National Libraries Day: Saturday 7. 
Have a Go Crafts & Literacy Clubs Day 
11am – 2pm. Free. Our regular 
Reading, Creative Writing and Poetry 
Groups will be holding extraordinary 
meetings today to show just what they 
are about. Meet our Knit & Knatterers, 
Card Makers, Painters and Crafters 
too – and maybe have ago yourself! 
 
Singing Workshop with Jo Bolam: 
Saturday 7 at 2 pm. £3. Join us for 
this ‘Come and Sing’ session and have 
some fun with simple part, pop and 
folk songs for all ages and abilities. No 
experience required - just a willingness 
to give it a go. 
  

Poetry Recital with Bryn Strudwick: 
Saturday 7 at 11am. £2.  
  
Lavender Fields: Tuesday 10 at 2pm. 
£3. Tim Butler of Hartley Park Farm  
explains how he captures and brings 
to you the essence of his Lavender 
Fields.  
  
Free Children’s Film Screening: 
Tuesday 17 at 2pm. Free. Postman 
Pat puts his parcels to one side to 
compete in a TV talent competition. 
  
C h a r l i e ’ s  S t o r y t e l l i n g  P a r t y : 
Wednesday 18 at 10am & 11:15am. 
£2 per child (Adults go free). Ages 2+ 
Join children’s entertainer and actress 
Charlie Sanderson for a super 
interactive 45 minute storytelling 
party. Book in advance to avoid 
missing out. 
 
Green Screen Workshops: With 
7StreamMedia. Saturday 21 at: 
9:30am - 7-10yrs 
11:30am - 10-13yrs 
1:30pm - 13-16yrs 
£5. Create a short story in groups and 
then take part in the filming process. 
The films will be made available online 
to share with family and friends with a 
password protected link. 
 
Jane Austen House: ‘Mrs Clay’s 
Freckles’: Jane Austen and Regency 
Beauty . Thursday 26 at 2pm. £3. 
 
Macro Photography Workshop: 
Saturday 28 at 10am – 4pm. £35. 
Make sure you bring a fully charged 
battery with your camera, empty 
memory card and handbook if you 
have one. A macro lens is useful but 
not essential. 
 
Phil Jarvis 
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Cats Protection Needs 
Members 

The  char i t y  Ca ts  P ro tec t ion 
Basingstoke & District Branch is 
appealing for people to come forward 
and join them as a member in 
Basingstoke to help give local cats a 
brighter future.  
 
For just £10 per year members receive 
a quarterly newsletter and free access 
to two Cats Protection Fairs in the local 
area. 
 
“We appreciate times are hard but as 
we are staffed entirely by volunteers 
all membership fees and donations go 
directly to the welfare of the cats and 
kittens in our care. We’d really 
welcome even more people in the local 
area to become a Cats Protection 
member to help keep us going.” said 
Hilary Wells, Branch Co-ordinator. 
 
“Sadly many cats are still given up or 
abandoned every day, placing a heavy 
financial burden on the charity’s 
services. Cats Protection Basingstoke 
& District Branch currently has around 
20 cats and kittens in its care at any 
one time in the local area, all being 
looked after until loving new homes 
are found.” 
 
 “Owners adopting from Cats 
Protection have the peace of mind that 
their cat will have been examined by a 
veterinary surgeon, microchipped, 
vaccinated, neutered if old enough 
and will also come with four week’s 
free insurance. We provide these 
benefits and treatments so people 
don’t have to worry about them 
following adoption, which is a big plus 
for money-conscious owners. Without 

financial support from our members 
and donations, we would have to turn 
away many unwanted cats.” 
 
One cat currently requiring a new 
home is Ruby who is 10 years old. She 
is a lovely friendly girl who came to us 
as a stray. When she arrived her skin 
was in a poor condition.  She has been 
with us for a while now and her fur is 
growing back nicely. Her new owner 
would just need to keep on top of 
regular flea treatments. We're hoping 
that once she's settled in her new 
home she'll go from strength to 
strength, but there is a chance she 
might need the odd steroid injection. 
She loves people and she would love a 
new owner who was at home at least 
part of the day to keep her company. 
Can you offer Ruby her forever home? 
 
For more information on becoming a 
member or adopting a cat, please 
contact the Basingstoke and District 
Branch on 0845 177 1364, email 
adoptacat-basingstoke@hotmail.co.uk  or 
v is i t  the branch websi te  at 
www.basingstoke.cats.org.uk  
 
Clare Toombes 
 
 

Did You Know? 
The longest tennis match took place at 
Wimbledon 2010 when John Isner of 
the United States beat Nicholas Mahut 
of France 6-4, 3-6, 6-7 (7), 7-6 (3), 70-
68 in a match that lasted 11 hours 
and 5 minutes, played over 3 days. 
 
About 42,000 tennis balls are used in 
the c.650 matches at the Wimbledon 
Championship. 
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