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December 2017 

Christmas is my favourite time of year. Time with family, festivities, food, 

fun...what’s not to love? That’s easy for me to say of course. Christmas, for some 

people, is one of the hardest times of year. There are many reasons: loss, 

loneliness or deprivation being just a few. I have been feeling immensely 

privileged of late, surrounded as I am by my little family.  So I am going to do my 

best to share a little of that privilege, and we are so lucky to have many 

opportunities to do that. The shoeboxes might be done, but there will be toy 

collections, food banks, and dozens of charities spreading a little seasonal 

happiness. Can you help a charity with donations, funds or even your time? Or 

even more simply, can you visit someone in your area who could use some 

company?  
 

However (or whether) you celebrate, whatever religion you are, or festival you mark, 

may I just take the opportunity to wish you from the Chat committee and myself: 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 

First of all may I take this opportunity to 

thank all of our members for their 

continuing support of the club throughout 

2017. I would like to wish all of them a 

happy Christmas and a prosperous 2018.  
 

We have a busy programme of events 

during the festive period, details below: 

Sat 9th: Muffins charity quiz night. Join us 

for some brain-stretching fun and support a 

great cause. Starts 8pm in the lounge bar. 

Mon 11th: Christmas bingo. Big prizes to be 

won, with the action starting at 8pm in the 

lounge bar. This is a members’ only event 

Sat 16th: Children’s Christmas Party. An 

opportunity for the children to see Father 

Christmas, stuff themselves full of food and 

drink, join in with some fun activities and 

receive an early Christmas present. The fun 

will start at 3pm and places need to be pre-

booked with the bar team. The cost is 

£7.50 per child and this event is open to 

members’ children only. 

Sat 23rd: At 6pm we will be holding three 

Christmas draws, they are; the Christmas 

raffle (quality prizes to be won), Christmas 

meat raffle and a special Christmas 

members’ draw. Raffle tickets are available 

from the bar team 

Sun 24th: Christmas Eve disco. The music 

starts at 7pm and families are welcome. 

Mon 25th: We will be open between 

12noon and 3pm for pre-prandial drinkies. 

Sun 31st: New Year’s Eve disco. We will be 

starting at 7pm and continuing into the 

New Year. This event is free to members 

and guests can be signed in at a cost of 

£10 each. 
 

John Prince (07767 643317) 
 

Chineham Village Hall 

At the time of writing some repairs are 

planned to the children’s playground 

equipment, which hopefully will be 

completed before the year end. Our 

apologies for any inconvenience if some 

play equipment is, or has been, temporarily 

out of use whilst these works are carried 

out. 
 

Your Village Hall – and onsite facilities - 

needs you!: We are looking for new 

members for the Chineham Village Hall 

Management Committee to ensure the 

Village Hall and all the facilities on site 

remain available to Chineham residents. If 

you are interested in becoming a member, 

the February edition of the Chineham Chat 

will contain a nomination form and details 

on how you can join at the AGM planned for 

26th February, or you can contact us on 

07927 649083. Meetings are held at 8pm 

on the fourth Monday of the month, 10 

months of the year and last 1-2 hours. If 

you would like to be involved in decisions 

concerning the village hall and its 

amenities, and are able to attend most of 

these meetings, we would love to hear from 

you. Please note: this is not related to the 

Chineham Village Club Committee. 
 

To book either of the halls or the committee 

room for an event, meeting or class, please 

contact our booking line on 07935 

328172 (please leave a message if 

necessary and your call will be returned), 

s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o 

chinehamvillagehall@gmail.com or 

complete an enquiry form and check the 

calendar and FAQs on our website 

www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk.  
 

We would like to take this opportunity to 

wish you all a very merry Christmas and a 

happy and prosperous new year. 
 

Lynne Hughes 
 

Chineham Library 

Christmas is approaching fast, so do come 

and enjoy some Christmas themed 

displays and activities. Our highlights are 
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the Christmas storytime on the 22nd 

December at 3pm, and the Pickwick 

Papers evening on the 7th December at 

7.30 pm. Storytime will be very exciting and 

features Father Christmas and his elf, with 

all children welcome to attend. For the 

Pickwick Papers evening you will need to 

buy tickets costing £7, including 

refreshments, in advance. The Dickens 

event last year was greatly enjoyed. 
 

During December many children’s activities 

such as storytimes and rhymetimes will 

have Christmas touches. They will continue 

as normal during the holiday period, as will 

the monthly craft sessions. These are 

scheduled for the 2nd December and the 

6th January, between 10am and 12pm. 

The Chatterbooks group meets on the 7th 

December from 3.45 – 4.45pm. Code Club 

finishes on the 9th December and will 

resume again in January. Please let us 

know if your child would be interested. 
 

The Crime Reading group will meet on the 

9th December from 10.30–11.30am, and 

the CHIPPS group on the 13th December 

from 9.30–10.30am. The Craft and Create 

group for adults interested in colouring and 

crafts meet on the 6th and 20th 

December, from 2–4pm.  Age Concern, 

who provide computer training for the over 

50s, finish for Christmas on the 13th 

December and return on the 10th January. 

Sessions can be booked through the area 

office on 01256 423874. In the New Year 

the Library is hoping to start a new reading 

group and possibly a creative writing group. 

How about taking up a new interest for 

2018? Please let us know if you would be 

interested.   
 

Chineham Library team would like to wish 

you all a very Happy Christmas. 
 

Cathy Foster 

 

Chineham WI 

October was a busy month of meetings 

culminating with the Autumn Meeting of 

the Hampshire Federation at The Anvil in 

Basingstoke. This is always an excellent 

event with good speakers and a large 

audience of WI members from WIs all over 

Hampshire. It's a joyous sound hearing 

everyone singing Jerusalem at the 

beginning of the meeting too! 
 

Three of our members met with a 

representative from Virgin Media in 

November regarding the replacement of 

the crocus display which we planted in 

2015 to mark the centenary of the WI. 

Unfortunately, the crocus display has been 

disturbed during the laying of the cables in 

front of the Village Hall. We have provided 

a template of the display and hope 

arrangements can be made for 

replacement bulbs to be planted. 

Members also hung the knitted and 

crocheted poppy wreath on the fence 

outside the Village Hall again to 

commemorate Armistice Day and 

Remembrance Sunday. November also 

saw our Christmas Craft Fair return to the 

Village Hall, but more about that next 

month. 
 

Christmas will soon be just a memory and 

we will be welcoming in the new year. If 

you're making New Year resolutions, why 

not consider resolving to get more involved 

with the local community and join the WI, 

or another local organisation? Our first 

meeting of 2018 is on Monday 22nd 

January at 7:30 pm in the Shaftesbury 

Room at Christ Church, Reading Road, 

Chineham when we will hear about "A Year 

in the Life of a New Forest Pony". We offer 

a varied programme of activities and 

events throughout the year. You are very 

welcome to join us. 
 

Pam Malcolm 
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Christmas Rubbish & Recycling 

Christmas can mean extra rubbish, for 

example wrapping paper can’t be 

recycled. Therefore, extra sacks will be 

collected in the first collection after 

Christmas. As normal there will be no 

limit on how much you can recycle. This 

year unless adverse weather affects bin 

rounds, collections should return to 

normal from Mon 15 Jan.  
 

Normal collection          Revised collection  

Fri 22 Dec                    Normal collection  

Mon 25 Dec                 Wed 27 Dec  

Tue 26 Dec                  Thu 28 Dec  

Wed 27 Dec                           Fri 29 Dec  

Thu 28 Dec                       Sat 30 Dec  

Fri 29 Dec                    Tue 2 Jan  

Mon 01 Jan                  Wed 3 Jan  

Tue 02 Jan                   Thu 4 Jan  

Wed 03 Jan                  Fri 5 Jan  

Thu 04 Jan                   Sat 6 Jan  

Fri 05 Jan                     Mon 8 Jan  

Mon 8 Jan                    Tue 9 Jan  

Tue 9 Jan                      Wed 10 Jan  

Wed 10 Jan                  Thu 11 Jan  

Thu 11 Jan                   Fri 12 Jan  

Fri 12 Jan                      Sat 13 Jan  
 

To check the day your bin is collected 

s e e  w w w.b as in gs to k e . go v .uk /

bincollections or call 01256 844844.  
 

More bottles this Christmas?: Let the 

council know if you need a free second 

glass collection box for extra bottles 

over Christmas or residents are able to 

get a glass bin as an alternative to a box 

if they often have lots of bottles and jars 

to recycle. The red 140 litre bins can be 

ordered for £25.63 online at 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/glassbin. More 

information on what can and can’t be 

recycled is available on the council’s 

website at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/

recycle  or by calling the council on 

01256 844844.  

Getting a real Christmas tree?: Don’t 

forget to recycle it after Christmas at 

one of the drop-off points across the 

borough from Wednesday 3 January 

until Sunday 28 January 2018. For 

m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  v i s i t 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/recycle. 
 

Krissy Lloyd 
 

St. Michael’s Hospice  

Winter Update 

2017 has been another very busy year 

for St. Michael’s Hospice. We’ve been 

privileged to help thousands of local 

residents though our different services 

and the community has been 

wonderful supporting the Hospice by 

raising nearly £3m, enabling us to 

keep our vital services free. During the 

year, the Hospice has also been 

celebrating its 25th Anniversary the 

focal point of which was an event in 

Winchester Cathedral attended by well 

over 700 people. 
 

St. Michael’s Hospice cares for 

patients on their in-patient unit and at 

home through the Community 

Palliative Care team. Over 550 people 

have been cared for this way but the 

hospice helps many more through its 

other services. Our social day service 

and therapeutic day service had over 

1,300 visits and our clinical therapy 

team has had over 1,700 contacts 

with patients; using their specialist 

knowledge of physiotherapy and 

occupational therapy to help those in 

the hospice and in the community. We 

are able to reach out to patients and 

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  t h r o u g h  o u r 

complementary therapy team, who 

provided nearly 3,000 treatments to 

patients and their families, and our 

bereavement service cared for and 
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supported nearly 200 people last year. 
 

The incredible team of volunteers that 

underpin almost every area of the 

Hospice deliver the most passionate 

and dedicated support to staff and 

patients. Without these volunteers the 

Hospice would face substantial 

additional staffing costs and we 

continue to be incredibly thankful to 

them all. We have also grown to 

support staff and people in care 

homes through our award winning Six 

Steps Programme which has now 

accredited 17 local homes. In this way 

we can improve standards of care into 

the wider community and through our 

Befriending Service, run in conjunction 

with Odiham Cottage Hospital, support 

those who have needs which are not 

palliative. All of this work is 

underpinned by the amazing 

community we serve who supported 

our eight Hospice-led events last year, 

including the 5 & 10K Run, Big Wheel, 

and Moonlight Walk, in record 

numbers, and who also every year 

raise thousands of pounds holding 

their own events.  
 

We look forward to another busy 

2018. Thank you to everyone who has 

supported us this year. From all the 

staff and volunteers at St. Michael’s 

Hospice and St. Michael’s Home Care 

we wish you a very merry Christmas. 
 

Sue O’Flinn 
 

Speedwatch 
This will sadly be my last article for the 

Chat for a while as I am moving house and 

having to give up my speedwatch duties, 

but I do hope to return. However, the 

speedwatch team will still be out and 

about, just under new leadership!  

One of the problems of being an outdoor 

activity is that we are at the mercy of the 

weather. One such time came in October 

when we were hit by storm Brian. About 

10 minutes before we were due to start it 

was lashing it down with rain, so we took 

the decision to cancel, then 10 minutes 

later the sun came out! If only we could 

predict the weather.  
 

On our last Saturday outing for the month 

we had a guest volunteer – Billy the dog! 

One of the team bought along his dog, 

and she was very friendly almost to the 

point where we were making a fuss of her 

rather than watching the traffic, but 

despite that we did manage to catch quite 

a few (but thankfully only a few) serious 

offenders (3 people caught going over 50) 

as well as the usual mix of people doing 

35–45. Is the message getting through? 

We simply don’t know, sometimes we only 

catch a few offenders, others we catch a 

lot. There seems to be no pattern to it. A 

friend suggested that with all the modern 

technology would it not be easy to install 

speed sensors on every road and in every 

car so that the speed limit of the road 

would be automatically enforced by the 

car, sounds great in principle, but what 

would the government do without all those 

speeding fines they collect? 
 

In the past I have often mentioned that 

there is a lack of police presence at our 

roadside operations, but with all the 

changes in police personnel it is difficult to 

get someone to attend our roadside 

sessions, and as soon as we get a new 

PC/PCSO they are moved on!  Goodbye 

for now and please watch your speed. If 

you would like to join the Speedwatch 

team then please contact the parish clerk 

at clerk@chineham.gov.uk. Follow us on 

Twitter @c_speedwatch.  
 

Bob Ricket 
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Nature Notes 

It seems a long time since my journey 

round the moat and into Farm View Drive 

where I met John and Linda Hill, who 

kindly picked some conkers for me. They 

also told me about the “Heron Watch” 

that the residents maintain to keep the 

goldfish safe in the pond.  
 

The unusual weather meant that the 

leaves finally changed to their golden 

colour, but before we could appreciate 

the magnificence the strong winds 

stripped most from the trees. However, 

there have been some shrubs producing 

good displays of berries, especially a 

particular red Cotoneaster on Mattock 

Way. It seemed to be on BDBC land and 

had not been pruned for several years. I 

hope that Linda was able to find enough 

sloes to make her gin drink for 

Christmas. I still have last year’s brew 

fermenting, so, perhaps I shall try it 

tonight!  
 

Sheila, who now lives in Port Glasgow, 

phoned to say that a fox frequents the 

streets there at night, and a number of 

neighbours here have mentioned that 

one still visits this road regularly. It is 

probably why I am awakened, but unless 

the security lights are triggered, I don’t 

look out.     
 

On dry days, I have been lifting the 

saucers from under the large pots and it 

is surprising how many snails are 

discovered. On one occasion there were 

21 large ones huddled up for winter, 

stuck together with a type of superglue 

that not only fastens them in a body, but 

adheres to the pots. Although snails are 

pests, I am reluctant to kill by crushing or 

soaking them off, so I shall have to store 

snails and pots in a secure wooden box 

until spring, when the glue melts 

naturally . 
 

Hazel has a small coniferous bush 

covered with cobwebs, that looks lace-

like in the sun. It reminds me that some 

people collect conkers to put on their 

windowsills to prevent infiltration by 

spiders now that the weather is 

becoming colder. Evidently a lot of folk 

find it works. There are over 600 species 

of spider in The British Isles, and I have 

spotted many different types both inside 

and out. If one has time, the variations 

are interesting. In this country, the 

female does not consume the male after 

mating. He often dies of starvation or 

exhaustion, having had to remain on the 

same web without being eaten, until she 

is ready to mate.   
 

I think the remaining hedgehog has 

begun its hibernation. Take care of any 

small ones you find. I have food and 

boxes for transporting any to the vet. 
 

Ginny Wright 

ginny.wright2@btinternet.com, 479562 
 

Four Lanes Infant School 

This week the Year R children are 

celebrating their class puppets’ birthdays. 

They have made rice krispie cakes to eat, 

they had to measure, pour, spoon out and 

mix the ingredients. They designed their 

own place mats with pictures and labels, 

made party hats, birthday cards and 

decorations. They had a fun time.  
 

In Year 1 they have been learning about 

toys from now and the 1980s. They have 

had a toy museum today. The toys looked 

different from the past, there was a tape 

recorder and no ipads. They have been 

making a dance for bonfire night using 

their bodies to be a firework.  
 

Following our visit from the Postman, Year 

2 have been making a better, new van for 

the Jolly Postman. First we had to paint 

our cardboard box red all over. Next we 



 

 

added decorations and details to make it 

go faster and look more exciting. Last we 

had to make the wheels. Fixed axels have 

stoppers, cotton reels and dowel. We had 

to measure our dowel to the right length to 

fit the box and Mrs Pace cut it. We put one 

stopper, then the cotton reel then the 

other stopper on each end of the dowel 

and used masking tape to make the 

wheels stable. For a free axel we needed 

to put the straw through the box and 

stoppers and cardboard wheels on the 

end of each straw. Then we were finished 

and all had a fantastic new postvan. We 

have also been starting to learn about 

Victorian times and looked at some 

Victorian objects like the cane that 

children were hit with when they were 

naughty and milk bottles that had milk 

from a farm written on them. We found 

out that often they didn’t have enough 

money and couldn’t buy bread or other 

food so would go hungry. On Tuesday 

14th November we are having a Victorian 

day when we will dress up and pretend to 

be Victorians. We can tell you all about it 

next time! 
 

For our Christmas performances we have 

started learning our songs and look 

forward to sharing them with everyone. 

We hope you have a merry Christmas and 

have a great time. 
 

Liam Cooper, Lilliana Loveless, Isabella White 
 

Real Change 

“Everything felt safe, very safe”–the verdict 

of a rough sleeper who stayed at the Night 

Light shelter in Basingstoke last winter. It’s 

an opinion shared by most of the guests 

who found a hot meal, a warm bed and the 

friendly welcome of somebody who cares. 

The shelter, held in churches in the town 

centre area for the first time last year, was 

one of the beneficiaries of the Real Change 

not Loose Change campaign.  Generous 

donations of money, time through 

volunteering, food and equipment from 

local people had a positive impact. 

Ultimately, 32 people who might have 

found themselves regularly sleeping on the 

streets were encouraged to find secure 

accommodation after visiting the night 

shelter. In addition, some of the funds have 

allowed the town’s Camrose Day Centre to 

open for a third day and acquire a new 

shower room for homeless visitors.  
 

It is estimated that 15 to 25 people are 

still sleeping rough on the borough’s 

streets, highlighting the need for on-going 

support. The Social Inclusion Partnership 

has launched Real Change 2017 and is 

asking residents and businesses to help 

provide much-needed shelter and vital 

support to people sleeping rough. Through 

a crowd-funding site, the Social Inclusion 

Partnership hopes to raise just over 

£16,000 to fund this year’s Night Light 

winter shelter to open for seven days a 

week from December to February, extend 

the third day of opening trial at the 

Camrose Day Centre and provide safe 

storage for people sleeping rough to keep 

their personal possessions in.  
 

Volunteers are needed to work at the 

winter shelter and Camrose Day Centre 

and there are many more opportunities to 

give time and items to support homeless 

services, groups and organisations in the 

borough. You can support Real Change by:  

•Calling Streetlink on 0300 500 0914 or 

visiting streetlink.org.uk if you are worried 

about someone sleeping rough  

•Support local homelessness charities 

and services as an alternative to giving 

money directly to people on the streets 

•Donate at www.spacehive.com/real-

change-basingstoke-2017 

• See www.basingstoke.gov.uk/real-change 
 

Krissy Lloyd 
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Chineham Parish Council 

New Councillor: We are pleased to 

welcome Kirsty Giles as a Parish Councillor. 

Kirsty was co-opted as a Councillor at the 

November meeting.   
 

Virgin Media: If you would like to speak to 

them about the works, please call them on 

0 3 3 3  0 0 0 5 9 2 5  o r  e m a i l 

expansionworks@virginmedia.co.uk. 
 

A33 Roadworks: Works have started on the 

improvements to the A33 Crockford and 

Binfields roundabouts. Further information 

at www.hants.gov.uk/transport/

t r a n s p o r t s c h e m e s /

a33crockfordandbinfieldsroundabouts 
 

Tollhouse Meadow: At the time of writing, 

the Parish Council shares the frustration of 

residents over the state of Tollhouse 

meadow following the eviction of the 

travellers. Thames Water is the landowner 

and as such it is their responsibility to clear 

the site. Both the Parish Council and 

Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council 

continue to pursue them to get everything 

cleared and to secure the site. 
 

Parish Lengthsman: We have recently 

joined a local Lengthsman scheme and you 

may have noticed the work that has been 

done to cut back the overgrown hedging 

leading to Tollhouse Meadow (Skate Park 

side of Thornhill Way). For some time, this 

hedging has encroached over the original 

pathway. 
 

Advance notice: A date has been set for the 

Annual Parish Assembly-Thursday 19th 

April 2018.   
 

May we take this opportunity to wish all 

residents a very Merry Christmas. The next 

Chineham Parish Council meeting is to be 

held on 11 December. The Meeting starts 

at 7.45pm and will take place in the 

Community Rooms at the Chineham Village 

Hall. 
 

Sally Jackson 

Big Issue Support  

Please support the Big Issue in 

Chineham. The Big Issue Foundation 

gives homeless people a job selling the 

Big Issue magazine. Vendors buy the 

magazine for £1.25 per copy and sell 

them for £2.50. Anyone can become 

homeless as a result of a dramatic 

change in their circumstances. This can 

be caused by loss of employment, 

failure of a relationship, drug or alcohol 

abuse, or mental illness. Selling the 

magazine gives homeless people an 

income to help them turn their lives 

around. If you wish to give more that is 

fine but always take the magazine as it 

is very important that they feel they are 

earning rather than just asking for 

money. Engage in conversation, make 

them feel that they are an important 

part of the community. Our current 

vendor is called Anna and she can be 

found most working days at Chineham 

Shopping Centre. 
 

Tony Stokes 
 

Basing Singers 

Join us for an evening of musical 

delight on Saturday 9th December in 

Old Basing Village Hall with guests The 

Blue Horizon Handbell Ringers. The 

programme will include a tribute to Cole 

Porter, a medley from Walt Disney's 

Beauty and the Beast, Aladdin, as well 

as Queen and traditional Christmas 

music. Our previous concert was a sell-

out so get your tickets early. These are 

on sale from Glaysher Butchers, Belle 

Vue Road, Old Basing, by telephoning 

01256 850415 and on the night of the 

concert at the door. Thank you for your 

support without which our charitable 

fundraising would not be so successful. 
 

Sue Wilson 
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Samaritans Volunteers 

Who we are, what we do: We’re just 

ordinary people, who give up our time 

to listen. Anyone can talk to 

Samaritans, at any time, about 

whatever’s getting to them. They do 

not have to be suicidal. 

What we need: To find the right role for 

you, we ask all our potential volunteers 

to fill out an application form and 

attend a selection event. All volunteers 

attend induction training, and listening 

volunteers complete full Samaritans 

training. This training takes place over 

several months and is a great chance 

to meet other Samaritans volunteers 

and develop a good understanding of 

what your branch does. 

What you get: Each Samaritans 

volunteer gets something different 

from their time with us, whether it be 

developing a new skill or just the 

feeling of knowing you’re there for 

someone when they need it most. We 

operate a supportive and unique 

environment where you will receive full 

training and ongoing support from a 

network of volunteers. 

Why we want you: There are many 

ways to get involved as a Samaritans 

volunteer, whether it be as a listening 

or fundraising volunteer, or to help 

with publicity, there will be a place at 

Samaritans for you. We also reach out 

to the community by working with 

schools, colleges and universities, 

prisons, hospitals, and major music 

festivals. 
 

Find out more: 01256 353473, 

recruitment@basingstokesamaritans.o

rg.uk, samaritans.org/basingstoke, 

@samaritansbas. 

 

Matthew Holman 

 

Four Lanes Community Centre 
Happy Hands and Dancing Feet (for 

mums, dads, babies and pre-school 

children). Wednesdays: 9.30am-

11.00am on going. £12.00 for 6 weeks 

or £2.50 per week on a drop-in basis. 

Zumba: Mondays: 7.30pm to 8.30pm, 

Tuesdays: 7.00pm to 8.00pm. £5.25 on 

Mondays and £6.00 on Tuesdays, pay 

as you go. Contact: Lisa 07884 

267722.  

Clubbercise: brings a night out to your 

work out. Thursdays 8.00pm-8.45pm. 

Classes to be booked in advance on 

h t t p s : / / b o o k w h e n . c o m /

clubbercisewithaimee or https://

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

clubbercisewithaimee/. 

Hatha Yoga: Thursdays 6.15pm to 

7.15pm at the Junior School. Payable in 

blocks of 6 weeks cost £30.00 or drops 

in welcome £6.00 per class. For further 

information and to book the course 

please contact Kati on 07450 226719 

or email pumpkinyoga@gmail.com 

Linguatastic: Languages include: French 

and Spanish before school clubs, 

Italian, Spanish and French for adults, 

French for Secondary School pupils. For 

further information please email 

info@linguatastic.com or phone 

471474. 

Good Companions over 55s group: Four 

Lanes Community Centre, 3rd Tuesday 

of every month. 

Holiday Play Scheme: Open to school 

children aged from 4-11 years. Runs 

through every school holiday and inset 

days. We have 2 options for session 

times: 

Session A 8.30am-4.00pm – £14.75 

Session B 8.30am-5.30pm – £18.00 

Available to Infant and Junior children 

who attend school full time. 
 

Virginia Wyatt  
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
I have recently received enquiries from 

residents about the new build on Great 

Binfields Road. Over the past few weeks 

you will have seen the main structure of 

the County Council’s new assisted living 

project on Great Binfields Road 

“emerging” from the ground. An early 

decision was taken for the scheme to be 

constructed using a cross laminated 

timber (CLT) system and clad in both 

brick and tile with a grey slate roof. This 

approach allows the internal fit-out to be 

progressed alongside the completion of 

the overall structure. 
 

The scheme will provide 18 one bedroom 

units with supporting communal 

accommodation, landscaped gardens 

and parking for residents with a disability 

who are supported by the County Council. 

The scheme will provide the opportunity 

for residents to live independently whilst 

having the requisite level of care and 

support provided on a 24hr/7day basis 

by care staff based in the scheme. The 

scheme is planned to complete in April 

next year with first residents moving in 

from May onwards. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

elainestill.com, elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 
 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 

With the building of more houses 

around Chineham, we have all had 

concerns over the provision of Primary 

Care medical facilities to our residents. I 

would like to assure our local 

communities that although this has 

been recognised by our local medical 

practices and they are in the process of 

planning active cooperation between 

themselves with the objective to provide 

more efficient and timely services to 

their collective patients. This initiative 

will go a long way to improve the 

services for our current population but it 

is not the long term solution for the 

provision of GP Surgery services in our 

area – that is still urgently required. The 

three Chineham Ward Members are 

following these evolving improvements 

closely and will advise residents as soon 

as we have more detailed information. 
 

Similarly, the vague intentions of the Local 

Educational Authority (HCC) over the 

provision of schools for our growing 

population is another cause for concern. 

Houses are being completed, but the 

school places for the children may not be 

provided in time. We are leading the 

pressure on the LEA to clarify the situation. 
 

On that note, I wish everyone a Happy 

Christmas and a successful New Year in 

2018. 
 

Paul Miller 

Tel: 01256 467400/07777 659022 

cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  
 

Charity Burns Night 

A charity Burns Night for the Pink Place 

will be held at The Apollo Hotel, 

Aldermaston Roundabout RG24 9NU 

on Friday 26th January, 7pm-midnight. 

Tickets £50pp including traditional 

piper, whisky toast, four course supper, 

poems and DJ entertainment.  
 

Dress code: Black Tie, lounge suits or 

traditional dress. For more information 

and ticket sales contact: Natasha 

Walsh on 07899 970 841 or email 

info@thepinkplace.org.uk. Find us on 

Facebook: @ThePinkPlace 
 

Natasha Walsh 



 

 

Girlguide Volunteers Needed 
Girlguiding Basingstoke Forest Division 

have had a fantastic year so far with 

Rainbows, Brownies and Guides taking part 

in trips to pop concerts, sleepovers, camps, 

visits within the community, as well as 

badgework, craft & many activities in their 

meeting places. All of this has been 

possible because of the energy and 

enthusiasm of our incredible Leaders, 

Assistant Leaders, Unit Helpers and 

occasional helpers.  
 

In order to continue providing amazing 

guiding experiences for girls and young 

women, Girlguiding Basingstoke Forest 

Division is currently recruiting for new adult 

volunteers to support the work already 

being done in Chineham, Sherfield Park, 

Bramley, Sherfield on Loddon, Sherborne 

St John, Popley and Oakridge areas. We 

have units in URGENT need of additional 

volunteers and areas in need of new units 

to ease local waiting lists. 
 

If you, a family member, colleague or friend, 

might be interested in getting involved then 

we’d love to hear from you. Not only is 

volunteering with Girlguiding lots of fun, it’s 

also a great way to meet new people and 

give something back to the local 

community. As a volunteer you could find 

yourself helping girls learn about stars, 

campaign for women’s rights, go camping 

or even travel abroad. In return, volunteers 

benefit from dedicated support, training 

and skill development.   
 

I know just how hard it can be to fit 

volunteering into a busy life, but I wouldn’t 

miss it for the world! There are lots of ways 

to get involved, from helping out at a local 

unit, to lending a hand with a specific event 

or sharing a skill with our girls. Whether you 

are able to make a regular weekly 

commitment or can offer a couple of hours 

each month, you can make a huge 

difference to the lives of local girls. 
 

If you are interested please contact me on 

volunteering@girlguidingbf.com. I’ll get back 

to you to arrange a convenient time to chat 

about how we can take things forward. I 

look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Jane Day 

District Commissioner 

 

New Community Page 

There's a new Facebook page dedicated to 

the residents of Chineham, called the 

Chineham Community Noticeboard. The 

residents are the eyes and ears of our 

village, so by being on the group, we can all 

stay connected. 
 

The aim is to immediately be informed of 

any crime, suspicious activity, local issues, 

local events, activities and much, much 

more! The idea behind the group is 'safety 

in numbers', so by being connected, we can 

all work together and help to make 

Chineham an even greater place to live! 

The Chineham Community Noticeboard 

group can be found on Facebook. 
 

Mark Butler 
 

Chat December Cover 
This month the Chat cover has kindly been 

supplied by Four Lanes Infant School. The 

school held a competition for the design of 

the cover, with the final selection made by 

our own Peter Malcolm, Chat 

Photographer. Many entries were 

submitted and the quality was just 

outstanding. What fabulous artists we have 

locally, and such great participation.  
 

Many thanks to both Mrs Mallaby and Mrs 

Docherty for organising the competition 

and the wonderful children of the school for 

their eye-catching designs! 
 

Jo Appleford-Cook 
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Minister’s Message 

Christmas is almost here again. It’s a 

wonderful time of the year as we all 

experience great joy and celebration! But 

do we? Sadly, it can also be a time of 

struggle. We can find ourselves getting 

into debt or further into debt. Some of us 

end up feeling under pressure and full of 

stress while others may feel guilty or 

desperately lonely. Sometimes it feels 

impossible to even begin thinking about 

what Christmas really means let alone 

participate fully in its true significance.  
 

Inevitably we all end up focussing to a 

greater or lesser extent on shopping and 

even greater consumption of things, be it 

presents, food or booze. It all seems to use 

up a huge amount of our energy as well as 

a huge amount of the Earth’s resources 

plus at the end of it all we end up throwing 

a load of stuff away. So as Christmas 

approaches here’s some honest questions 

for all of us (myself included)…  
 

•Do we feel sending Christmas cards and 

giving presents is an inconvenient duty? Or 

does it fill us with a sense of joy? 

•Do we give cards and presents because 

people expect it? Or as a gesture of love to 

the receiver?   

•Do we make a choice about where all 

the money we spend is ultimately going? 

•Do we consider the impact on the 

environment by what we buy? 

•What are we saying when we send cards 

- by choice of card, by our message? 

•Do we consider the cards and presents 

to be part of the true celebration of 

Christmas? 

•Do we give ourselves time to stop and 

wonder at what it is all about? 
 

This Christmas why not challenge 

ourselves to: 

•Maybe dust off that bible and read the 

account of the birth of Jesus. If you don’t 

have a bible pop along to Christ Church 

and we’ll give you one.  

•Think about the simplicity and meaning 

of the birth of Jesus, with the freedom, joy 

and peace that is offered in Jesus (God in 

human flesh). 

•Resist the excesses of consumerism, 

which cause many people to incur 

unpayable debts and cause such harm to 

the environment. 
 

Here are some ideas: 

•Arrange with family and friends to give 

something that you each own to each 

other and give the money you would have 

spent on presents to charity. 

•Purchase presents from charity shops - 

buying second hand is as important as 

giving away your old things to the shop. 

•Give hand-made presents - and think or 

pray about the person as you make it. 

•If you do buy new buy minimally-earth-

damaging things like books or fair-trade 

items and steer clear of plastic. 

•Ask people what they want before you 

buy them something that they don't need. 

•Give gifts of charity (e.g. you can send 

someone a card saying that you have 

given to World Vision so that they can 

immunise a child) 

•Give theatre tickets or dinners out. 

•Give Christmas kisses instead of cards 

•Get up half an hour earlier during the 

remaining weeks before Christmas Day 

and have a think about what it all means. 

•Join us at Christ Church for one of our 

many Christmas services: 17 Dec, 6pm, 

Carol Service; 24 Dec, 4.15pm, Crib 

Service; 24 Dec, 11.15pm, Midnight 

Communion; 25 Dec, 10.30am, Christmas 

Day Service. 
 

I hope you have a wonderful and blessed 

Christmas. 
 

Gordon Randall 

Assistant Minister, Christ Church 
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Christ Church Activities 
Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am—no 

charge, all welcome! The 9am service 

tends to be quieter and more reflective; 

we have a music band with drums and 

guitars at the 10.30am services when we 

also have groups for children and young 

people of all ages from babies to 18+. 

uring December we will be looking at 

Matthew’s Gospel as we prepare for 

Christmas. 
 

Christmas services: 17 December, 

10.30am–Children’s Nativity, 6pm–Carol 

Service, 24 December, 4.30pm–Crib 

Service, 11.15pm–Midnight Service, 25 

December, 10.30am–Christmas Day 

Service. Come and celebrate with us! 
 

Prayer: is there something you would like 

prayer for? Do let us know—contact 

details below. If you would like to come 

and pray you are most welcome: our 

Prayer Room is open whenever the 

building is open. Drop in to sit and pray in 

silence, or we can arrange for someone 

to pray with you. We meet weekly to pray 

on alternate Sunday and Monday 

evenings; you would be welcome to join 

us (please contact the office for details). 
 

Coffee and Co: Mondays 9.30-11.30am. 

We will be open every Monday in term 

time for delicious coffee and cake, good 

company and toys for the children.  
 

Luncheon Club: There is no Luncheon 

Club in December but we will be 

celebrating after Christmas on 23 

January. Tickets cost £10 and must be 

booked in advance so please give us a 

call if you would like to attend. 
 

123 Matinee Group: 12 December, 1-

3pm. This social/support group is aimed 

at “older friends” although everyone is 

welcome; no charge. You will find a warm 

welcome, plenty of people to chat with 

and there will be refreshments and a 

range of activities. his month we will be 

singing carols for Christmas so come 

along prepared to sing if you would like 

to! If you are interested in coming along 

and/or helping you would be most 

welcome. 
 

CCBBies: Thursdays, 9.45am to 

11.15am. This group is for pre-school 

children and their parents/grandparents/

carers for free play, refreshments, games, 

stories from the Bible and songs. Each 

week there is a craft for the children to 

take home. There is no charge although 

we do ask for a contribution towards the 

cost of the refreshments. 
 

Messy Church: 11 December, 3.45pm. 

3.45 games/refreshments, 4.15 

activities, 5.15 supper, 5.45 time to go 

home!  Families are invited to join us as 

we learn about Jesus and the Bible 

together in a creative way. This month we 

will be looking at Joseph’s story. There is 

no charge although we gratefully receive 

donations towards the cost of the food.  
 

Kids’ Club: 9 December, 5-6.30pm. £1 

entrance fee (first visit free), bring your 

friends and some change for tuck and a 

hot snack. This month – Christmas party! 

The Club is open to all children at primary 

school.  
 

C3Y: 1 and 15 November. C3Y is now 

meeting every other week, a youth club 

for young people in year 6 and upwards 

with games, activities and a tuck shop.  

Entrance fee £1 (first visit free) – bring 

some extra cash for tuck. 
 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal: Thank you to 

everyone who donated shoeboxes and/or 

items to go inside them for needy 

children in Eastern Europe. We were able 

to send 554 shoeboxes and 102 

blankets! We have already started to 
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collect donations for next year’s appeal 

so if you have any items for shoeboxes 

including haberdashery or wool (we 

“dress” dolls!) we would be pleased to 

receive them.  
 

Swap Shop: 4 November. On the first 

Monday of each month we hold a “swap 

shop” for children’s clothes, toys and 

books. Donations welcomed – come and 

find something “new to you”. No charge 

but donations welcome for charity. In 

November we were able to send nearly 

£25 to Sebastian’s Action Trust. 
 

Charity collections: we continue to collect 

stamps (new and used), postcards, 

spectacles, socks, tools, tins and packets 

of food, and tops from supermarket milk 

bottles for various charities. Unfortunately 

we are no longer able to collect all 

bedding as there has been a change of 

management at the local homeless 

shelter, however, we can receive single 

bedding and we can find a home for most 

things so if you have anything you would 

like to pass on do contact us!  
 

Room hire: rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or regular basis. 

Contact us for details or look on 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk. 

Prices start at £8.25/h (Community Rate) 

which includes use of the kitchen/snack 

bar where tea, coffee, sugar and squash 

are provided. Groups that regularly hire 

the church include Guides, Chineham 

Board Gamers and Bridge, along with a 

range of University of the Third Age 

groups including Patchwork and Latin. 
 

Further information: if you would like to 

know anything about the life and 

activities of Christ Church please contact 

Ruth or Gill on 01256 474280/

admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk or 

drop in to the office which is open on 

from Monday to Friday from 9.30am to 

2.30pm. You can also find out 

information about Christ Church on  

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk, on 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/

christchurchchineham) and follow us on 

Twitter @ccChineham. 
 

Ruth Randall 
 

Probus Club 
“Two first class tickets to Shanghai 

please” was how Liz Barron and her 

husband Tony requested the ticket office 

clerk as they set out on the first stage of 

an epic train journey from Barry in South 

Wales to Shanghai. Liz told the Probus 

Club of Basingstoke about how her 

grandfather Leslie Pardoe had set out on 

this journey 100 years before, a 21 years 

old bachelor, to start a new job as a 

deputy surveyor in this Chinese city. 
 

Liz and husband Tony wanted to recreate 

this journey exactly and it had been in the 

planning for almost a year to ensure that 

they were able to stay in the same cities 

and hotels as Leslie had experienced on 

this 6000 mile adventure. The route took 

them first to London and thence across 

the Channel to Ostend, with stopovers in 

Brussels, Cologne, Berlin, Warsaw, Minsk 

and Moscow. Then four days and nights 

on the Trans Siberian railway continuing 

on the Trans Manchurian railway to 

China.  
 

The only change to the route was that her 

grandfather had taken a three days ferry 

from Dailen across the East China Sea to 

Shanghai but the service no longer 

operates so they completed the final leg 

by train which had a stop in Beijing. Their 

journey took 24 days, while her 

grandfather had taken 15 days, because 

they wanted to do some sight-seeing 

knowing that it was unlikely they would 

pass this way again. 
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Leslie Pardoe lived in Shanghai for 27 

years, meeting there and marrying Liz’s 

grandmother, Margaret. Liz’s father, 

John, was the youngest of their four 

children. The family left Shanghai when 

the Japanese took over the city in 1940 

and they escaped back to England via 

Canada. Leslie Pardoe had travelled first 

class for £10 7s 3d but it cost Liz and 

Tony £25,000 to replicate. See 

www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com. 
 

Paul Flint 
 

Basingstoke Lions Club 
As we had no fundraising events of our 

own to occupy us this month, ten of us 

toddled off to Andover to support their 

Lions Club Pink Pig Race and Giraffe 

Sprint in aid of the Children’s Hospice. 

The Lions performed admirably. Alas, the 

same cannot be said of the electrically 

powered Pigs and Giraffes which were 

subject to a torrent of encouragement 

(abuse) as they raced (juddered) towards 

the winning post. It was a really good fun 

evening and I’m sure the Hospice 

benefitted accordingly. 
 

World Sight Day (WSD): This United 

Nations and Lions Clubs International 

supported day is always the second 

Thursday of October. 45 million people 

across the world are blind, very many 

through preventable or curable 

conditions. This has been a central 

concern of Lions Clubs since their birth in 

1917. Here in Basingstoke we are lucky 

to have Ann Vicars, who is very well 

versed in the subject, to organize our 

awareness and advice stall in Festival 

Place on the day. We are also very lucky 

to have marvellous support from all the 

opticians in the town and from 

organisations like Helping Hands for the 

Blind, the Macular Disease Society and 

others. It is amazing how many people 

stop by the stall on the day with 

questions which can either be answered 

on the spot, referred to the appropriate 

Society or the helpful Council services. 

Throughout the year Lions Clubs across 

the country collect redundant pairs of 

spectacles which are forwarded for 

cleaning, grading and distribution to the 

world’s poorest people. We collected 

1500 on WSD making our total since 

April over 3000. Thank you everyone. 
 

Welfare: We spent £700 to replenish our 

stock of “Message in a Bottle” packs. 

This scheme encourages people at risk to 

keep their medical/medicine details in 

one of our special bottles in their fridge 

so that in the event of an incident 

requiring emergency service attendance 

the team can react accordingly. It is a 

free service and packs can be obtained 

from GPs surgeries and chemists. 
 

December will see us out and about 

collecting at various retail outlets as 

usual and we will be doing a “Sausage 

Sizzle” at Bunnings on 16th December. 

10 Feb: Moscow Drug Club at QMC 

3 Mar: Swimathon at Town Centre Pool 

17 Mar: Murder Mystery at St Leonards Oakley 
 

Lions Club Membership: Put your contact 

details on  the “Contact Us” page of our 

website and someone will get in touch.  
 

Philip Wilson 

 

Chat Area Distributors Needed 

We are still seeking an Area Distributor to 

deliver bundles of Chats to 9 Road 

Distributors who live around Mattock Way, 

Hanmore Road and Reading Road. We are 

also looking for Road Distributors for 

Parkwood Close and Longstock Close. 

Please get in touch if you would be able to 

take on any of these roles. 
 

Mike & Kathryn Price 
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Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 
The speaker this month was Ryland Lee 

from the Hampshire and IOW Air 

Ambulance. The first Air Ambulance was 

introduced in Cornwall in the 1980’s 

and since then the service has spread 

across the country with our local one 

starting in July 2007 based at Thruxton. 

Anywhere in Hampshire can be reached 

within 15 minutes and the Isle of Wight 

in 20 minutes. A member of the team is 

based at the ambulance control room in 

order to monitor and prioritise calls that 

require their services. A Critical Care 

team comprising a doctor, paramedic 

and specialist nurse can take off within 

4 minutes during the day and 8 minutes 

at night to give pre-hospital critical care 

to any patient suffering from major 

trauma. At a cost of £9,000 per day the 

charity depends on its volunteers to help 

collect donations from the public by 

giving talks and attending events. After 

answering questions Ryland had a 

variety of items to sell which helped 

raise over £100 towards ensuring that 

this vital service can continue. 
 

The next meeting is on 6th December 

when we will be having a Christmas 

buffet with musical entertainment from 

Gary Miles. The group meets on the first 

Wednesday of each month at Brookvale 

Village Hall from 10am to 12noon and 

all retired Civil Servants and their 

partners are welcome. Next year’s 

programme is now available from the 

Secretary Tony Brazier on 07715 

640171 or at bjmapbr@ntlworld.com 

and if you would like to join us on any of 

our trips please contact Kate Lambeth 

on 01256 328791. 
 

David Cowling 

Chineham Conservation 

Group 
The autumn working season has 

started well. Local residents will now 

find a solid footbridge over the ditch at 

the corner of Great Sorrells Copse by  

Mulberry Way. At our November work 

party in Long Copse  we had 11 

volunteers. That allowed us to achieve 

our aim of opening up the pathways 

within Long Copse again - in particular 

the path beside Petty's Brook which 

has been impassable due to fallen 

timber for several years. The vital 

contribution was made by our 

chainsaw operator Sam. There is still 

some work to do to clear the two main 

paths through the copse, and still 

some removal of fallen tree trunks 

needed, but if you are able bodied and 

can negotiate one large tree trunk 

midway along the pathway beside the 

brook, it is now open. 
 

In the New Year we will try and 

schedule work on clearing the 

obstructions in the brook and 

complete the removal of logs by the 

pathways. It is a great prospect to 

think that in autumn 2019 we may be 

able to get back to proper 

management of Long Copse - 

eliminating holly and coppicing hazel. 

Clearing the pathways also enables 

more light to reach the woodland floor 

and we are looking forward to spring 

walks through all our woods, especially 

for families and children, identifying 

the various wild flowers. 
 

We hope to see even more volunteers 

at our December work party in Great 

Sorrells Copse - we meet at the end of 

Whitewood (off Mattock Way) on 

Sunday at 10am on 10th December. 
 

Marion Wolstencroft 
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Julian House 
Homelessness is devastating, dangerous 

and isolating. On average, homeless people 

die at just 47 years old. People sleeping on 

the street are almost 17 times more likely 

to have been victims of violence and more 

than one in three have been deliberately hit 

or kicked or experienced some other form 

of violence whilst homeless. People 

become homeless for many different 

reasons. Life events like a relationship 

breaking down, losing a job, mental or 

physical health problems, or substance 

misuse can be the trigger. Being homeless 

can in turn make many of these problems 

even harder to resolve. 
 

Many people who sleep rough will suffer 

from multiple health conditions, such as 

mental health problems and drug misuse; 

they are also in greater danger of violence 

than the general population. Julian House is 

a new project in Basingstoke and we 

provide Outreach sessions 7 days a week. 

This involves being out on the streets and 

engag ing people experiencing 

homelessness, who may be disconnected 

and alienated from mainstream services 

and support. Outreach workers engage 

individuals experiencing homelessness and 

assist them in accessing health, housing 

and social services. Once a person finds 

themselves sleeping rough it is extremely 

difficult to get back into an everyday routine 

of secure housing and employment and it 

can be a long process. If you would like to 

help reach out all we ask is a commitment 

of just 2 hours, even just once a month can 

really make a difference in someone’s life. 

For more information please contact 

Michelle.Martin@julianhouse.org.uk  Follow 

us on twitter @julianhousese or Facebook 

Julian House South East. Together we can 

make that difference. 
 

Michelle Martin 
 

The Loft Music Night 

In September 2016, four music friends 

decided to launch an acoustic music 

night called ‘The Loft’. The idea was to 

create a monthly music event to attract 

both musicians and audience. After 

viewing several venues we found a 

perfect home for The Loft at the beautiful 

Lychpit Hall with its fantastic vaulted 

ceiling, fabulous acoustics, ambient 

atmosphere and historical charm. 
 

The Loft evenings have proved to be a 

great success drawing upon a wealth of 

local talent including Celia Barrett, David 

Botting and Steve Donnelly to name but a 

few. These evenings have attracted 

musicians from all over Hampshire and 

surrounding counties offering a real 

performance platform for emerging 

artists including young musicians from 

The Academy of Contemporary Music in 

Guildford. Each month is different with an 

eclectic mix of music genres to excite and 

delight our music loving audience. 
 

Our audience have been very 

appreciative of the high standard of 

performance and bring their own tipple 

and selection of nibbles so they can sit 

back, relax and enjoy the music. The 

entrance fee is a nominal £3 to cover the 

running cost of this non-profit making 

music night which takes place the last 

Friday of the month. Full details can be 

found on ‘The Loft at Lychpit’ Facebook 

page. We recommend guests arrive early 

to ensure a seat/table, doors open at 

8.15pm. Our Xmas Loft is a little earlier 

than usual on Friday 22nd December and 

we are delighted to welcome Kate Barrett 

and the ‘Ooh Mama’ Choir, a proud 

member of the ‘Basingstoke Festival of 

Choirs’. We hope that you can join us 

soon for a very musical evening. 
 

Cathy Rowe 



 

 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre 

 

To book a place, order online from 

www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php, visit 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre in Festival 

Place, or call 01256 478670. Advance 

booking is strongly recommended. 
 

December events: 
 

Hearing Impaired Reading Group: Fri 1, 2-

4pm. An opportunity to meet people in a 

similar situation round a shared interest 
 

Discover Board Games: Sat 2, 16 & 30, 

10am-1pm, ages 3+, free. 
 

Disability Signpost Service: Tues 5, 10am

-12noon. Drop-in for information on 

topics including transport, benefits, 

housing and more. 
 

Basingstoke Disability Connections: Tues 

5, 12.30–2.30pm. Informal get-together 

for people affected by disability. 
 

Memory Box Project: Fri 8 & 22, 10.30am

–12.30pm. The memory box project is an 

exciting reminiscence project open to all. 

Drop in and share some stories around 

the interesting objects on display. 
 

Young Embroiderer’s Club: Sat 9, 9.30am

–12.30pm, ages 5-16, £5. Learn new 

skills and meet new friends. 
 

Chatterbooks: Sat 9, 2-3pm, ages 8-11, 

free. Join Chatterbooks a book group 

aimed for 8-11 year olds. Books, 

activities, quizzes and lots more.  
 

Children’s Crafts: Sat 9 & 23, from 10am, 

ages 3+, free. 
 

Board in the Library: Saturdays 11am-

4pm, Wed 13 & 27 2-6pm, free. A variety 

of new and traditional board games 

available on request. 
 

A Christmas Cracker: Wed 13, 7.30–

8.30pm, £5. Performed by Jonathan 

Jones, 'A Christmas Cracker’—a 

miscellany of poetry and prose for the 

festive season, including 'The Nursery 

School Nativity' by Joyce Grenfell, poetry 

by John Betjamin, Ogden Nash and T. S. 

Eliot, and a reading from 'A Tree Grows in 

Brooklyn' by Betty Smith, interspersed 

with the origins of Christmas traditions. 

John’s performance will be followed by a 

visit from the Yateley Village Mummers at 

8.30pm and free refreshments. 
 

Wonderful Wordsmiths: Wed 13, 4—5pm, 

ages 8-13, free. Gain confidence in your 

writing and meet like-minded people in 

this friendly group. 
 

Crime Fiction Reading Group: Sat 16, 

2pm, free. Meet others who share your 

enjoyment of this genre. 
 

StreetPass: Sat 16, 11am—4pm, free. 

Experience a new level of social gaming 

with your Nintendo and other gaming 

consoles. 
 

Family Chess Coaching: Sat 16, 10am-

1pm (drop in), free. David Graham and 

members of the Basingstoke Junior 

Chess Club will be visiting to offer hints, 

tips and guidance for complete beginners 

as well as to those with some knowledge 

and experience. 
 

Visually Impaired Reading Group: Mon 

18, 10am—12noon, free. An opportunity 

to meet people in a similar situation 

round a shared interest. 
 

Creative Writing: Wed 20, 2–4pm, £1. 

New members are welcome at this 

supportive group for writers of all genres 

and ability. 
 

Poetry Group: Wed 20, 10.30am—

12noon, £1. Read and share poetry with 

other like-minded people. 

 

Helen Beevers 
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Vyne Rooftop Walkway  

The National Trust’s The Vyne in 

Sherborne St John is coming to the 

end of its £5.4m project to replace the 

roof. Visitors have until 31 January to 

explore a lift-accessible rooftop 

walkway before this is closed to the 

public. Work can then begin to 

dismantle the 41 miles of scaffolding 

that currently surround the house 

restoring it to its full glory. 
 

This is the last opportunity for 

members of the public to leave their 

mark on The Vyne. In a daily Tag-a-Tile 

activity, visitors can write a message 

or draw a picture on the underside of a 

tile destined for the new roof for a 

suggested donation of £5. On select 

dates until 31 January, visitors can 

also enjoy an exclusive chat with some 

of the project’s key specialists.  
 

From 1 December to 2 January, a 

Father Christmas and Friends family 

trail will run in the grounds and on the 

rooftop walkway. Visitors can pick up 

their trail sheet for a suggested 

donation of £1 at Visitor Reception. 

The walkway is available 11am-3pm 

with last entry at 2.30pm. The Vyne is 

closed 24 and 25 December. 
 

Karen Legg 
 

Power of Attorney 

When someone makes a power of 

attorney, they appoint someone else to act 

on their behalf. The person making the 

power of attorney is called a donor and the 

person appointed to act on their behalf is 

called an attorney. 
 

A power of attorney gives the attorney the 

legal authority to deal with third parties 

such as banks or the local council. Some 

types of power of attorney also give the 

attorney the legal power to make a 

decision on behalf of someone else such 

as where they should live or whether they 

should see a doctor. 
 

In order to make a power of attorney, you 

must be capable of making decisions for 

yourself. This is called having mental 

capacity. 
 

There are three different types of power of 

attorney. These are: 

• Ordinary power of attorney  

• Lasting power of attorney  

• Enduring power of attorney  
 

Need further information or help? 

Citizens Advice Basingstoke, (located 

within Basingstoke Discovery Centre) can 

help you with queries you have on 

budgeting, benefits and debt, 

relationships, immigration, employment 

issues, and consumer rights. We operate a 

drop-in service 10-3.30 Monday to Friday 

(except Thursday which is pre-booked 

appointments only) and Saturday 

mornings 10-12. Wednesday evenings we 

are open until 6.30pm. 
 

The Advice Line telephone number is 

0344 111 306. The Citizens Advice 

Basingstoke website can be found at 

www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk. 

Online help from Citizens Advice can be 

found at www.citizensadvice.org.uk. 
 

Nicola Dale  
 

Old Basing  Tennis Club 

Our AGM took place at the beginning of 

November and by the time you read this 

we shall have held our Annual Quiz. We 

celebrate Christmas in early December 

with a meal at a local venue. Then follows 

a quiet time before matches resume and 

we start to plan for the new season. 

Tennis is still played in December and 

January, usually at the weekend in the 

39 



 

 

morning, weather permitting! 
 

If you would like to join or learn more 

about our club please contact Lynne 

Thomas on 01256 477004 or email 

lynne.thomas8@btinternet.com - we’d love 

to hear from you! 
 

Lynne Thomas 
 

Christmas Concerts 

Start your Christmas celebrations in style 

with the Basingstoke Concert Band as 

they perform a magnificent concert of 

seasonal music and carols along with the 

very popular St Mary’s CE Junior School, 

Old Basing Senior Choir. The date is 

Sunday 10 Dec, starting at 3.00 pm at St 

Michael’s Church, Basingstoke. Tickets 

cost £10 (which includes a glass of wine 

and mince pie) and can be purchased 

from the Band Secretary Janet Howard: 

01256 781583, band mobile: 07503 

881241 or at the Church on the day – no 

charge for children under 16. 
 

They are also performing a Christmas 

treat of traditional music and carols that 

the whole family will enjoy. The concert 

takes place at Sherfield-on-Loddon 

Village Hall on Wed 20 Dec at 8.00-

9.30pm. Tickets cost £5 (which includes 

a glass of wine and mince pie) and can 

be purchased from the Band Secretary or 

band mobile as above, or at the Village 

Hall on the evening – no charge for 

children under 16. 
 

Janet Howard 
 

Basingstoke Disability Forum 

Basingstoke & District Disability Forum 

continue to host Basingstoke Disability 

ConneXions on the first Tuesday of the 

month in the Basingstoke Discovery 

Centre and would like to invite along 

anyone affected by disability including 

friends, families and carers. No need to 

book, just pop in and see us between 

12:30-2:30pm in the Community Room 

on the following dates: 
 

Tues 5th Dec–disability access issues 

Tues 2nd Jan–NHS health passports 

Tues 6th Feb–Mindfulness for wellbeing 

Tues 6th Mar–disability information 

and awareness 
 

We are looking for volunteers to help us to 

run these events and to take this service 

out to a wider community – if you are 

interested in getting involved please get in 

touch with Amanda at info@bddf.org.uk or 

telephone 01256 423869. 
 

Amanda Knowles 

 

Carol Concert 

There will be a BSC Chorale Christmas Carol 

Concert at 7.30pm on 20th December. 

Held at the United Reform Church, (London 

Street, RG21 7NU), this carol concert is in 

aid of the Samaritans, Basingstoke. Tickets 

are £6, with under 16s free. For more 

information or for tickets please contact 

office@basingstokesamaritans.org.uk or 

telephone 01256 353473. 
 

Matthew Holman 
 

Basing Singers 

Basing Singers and Blue Horizon Handbell 

Ringers would like you to be their guest at 

our concert on Saturday 9th December 

when they will be performing an evening 

of Christmas hits in Old Basing Village Hall 

(RG24 7DA) commencing at 7.30pm. 

Tickets cost £7.00 for adults and children 

under 16 £1.00. Tickets will be available 

on the night of the concert, by telephoning 

01256 850415 or at Glaysher Butchers, 

Bell Vue Road, Old Basing. We can 

promise you a most enjoyable evening, 

refreshments and raffle. 
 

Sue Wilson 
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Rotary Shoebox Appeal 2017 
Last Tuesday night (31 October) we had 

our club’s first sorting evening of this 

year’s shoebox appeal and on behalf of 

our president Lindy Richardson I am 

writing to say a big thank you for your 

wonderful contributions. I know that the 

items will be put to good use and be 

received, this was reinforced by a guest 

speaker, a lady from Romania, who gave 

us an insight into the impact of receiving 

these boxes. She was 10 and it was in the 

post-Communist era when she received 

her first box and had no concept of giving 

or receiving of presents at Christmas, it 

was very moving and had a profound 

effect on all of us confirming that we are 

doing the right thing and are helping 

people who are so less fortunate than us. 
 

We checked/made up, over 200 boxes on 

Tuesday night and we hope that we will 

equal or even exceed last year’s total of 

750 boxes sent out from the Basingstoke 

area. This will go to the Wessex region 

distribution centre and will be part of the 

27,000 boxes this region sends to 

deserving children. I hope all goes well for 

you and look forward to receiving your 

contributions next year, once again thank 

you. 
 

Brian Greenaway 
 

Hall Fundraiser Success 

The David Smith Dance School has 

raised £250.00 this year for the 

Chineham Village Hall Fund. On 

Monday 7th November, at the Weekly 

Tea Dance, a cheque for £250.00 was 

presented by David to the Chairman of 

the Village Hall, Mr Les Fryer. 
 

Mr Fryer gave a speech and thanked 

David and all of the dancers for their 

generous donation and their on-going 

support to the Hall and its facilities. 

David holds regular Social Dances 

(Ballroom, Latin & Popular Sequence) 

at Chineham Village Hall, Monday Tea 

Dances 2:00—4:00pm, and also Friday 

Social Dances 8:00—9:30pm. 
 

For further information about events or 

classes, please contact David Smith, by 

phone: 07791 749163, email: 

david@davidsmithdance.com or 

www.davidsmithdance.com. 
 

David Smith 
 

Royal Marines Band  
The full Concert Band of Her Majesty’s 

Royal Marines is returning to 

Basingstoke to perform in a special 

Charity Concert at our Anvil Concert 

Hall. This charity concert, organised by 

the Rotary Club of Basingstoke Deane, 

will also feature the Royal Corps of 

Drums and special guests The Chelsea 

Pensioners.   
 

The concert takes place at The Anvil on 

Sunday 28th Jan, starting at 3pm. 

Tickets are available from the Anvil Box 

Office on 01256 844244 or via the 

website: www.anvilarts.org.uk. This will 

be the 9th Annual Charity Concert 

organised by The Rotary Club of 

Basingstoke Deane, and it is expected 

to once again play to a full capacity 

audience, many returning from last year.  
 

Rotary Charity Concerts starring the 

Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines 

are a majestic event, and they provide 

an afternoon of outstanding musical 

entertainment. Taking place in our 

wonderful local Anvil Concert Hall on a 

Sunday afternoon in January they 

make an excellent family gift for 

Christmas, so please do book early to 

secure your seats. 
 

Kevin Vickers 
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Chineham Chat Extra – December 2017 

Occasionally we have too much 

material to fit into the printed 

magazine, or material arrives after 

we’ve gone to print. We’ve decided 

that when this happens we will include 

the extra articles at the end of the 

online edition, in a Chineham Chat 

Extra section.

 

Four Lanes Community Junior School – Nov 2017 
 

It’s been another busy week at Four Lanes Community Junior School.  

In Year 3, the children were very excited to see a hedgehog in the school grounds. He 

was still very little and was looking for food when really he should be hibernating. We 

contacted someone who knew all about hedgehogs and they took him home to fatten 

him up during the winter months, ready to release him again in Spring This inspired the 

children to create persuasive posters on the subject of these adorable, prickly, 

hibernating creatures.  

Year 4 has been tackling adding and subtracting and honing their reasoning and 

problem-solving skills in Maths. Additionally, they have been learning about fractions. 

Sounds like they expanded their brains enormously this week! Not to mention the Viking 

raps created and the dragon invasion they told us about! 

Year 5 have been creating graphic novels and have been out in the school grounds to 

demonstrate the properties of the different planets; apparently the sun is VERY BIG!  

Year 6 have been learning about negative numbers, BODMAS and poetry. We have been 

expressing our reactions to a poem called ‘The Boat’ and analysing the techniques used 

by different poets (such as metaphor, similes, alliteration and onomatopoeia). We even 

had the BBC South film crew in Mr Robert’s classroom to observe and record our project 

and to interview Year 6 students on the topic of refugees and our rights under the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). 

Finally, on Saturday and Sunday, a team of Four Lanes volunteers came forward to help 

on Ground Force Day. After much perspiration and endeavour, the gigantic pile of 

woodchip was transformed into a running track to encourage both staff and children to 

enjoy a healthier lifestyle with the opportunity to run safely around our extensive grounds. 

Thank you to all volunteers who attended. 

As a result, the whole school have had a fantastic week and will hopefully come back 

next week with the same positive, creative and hard-working approach to learning!  

APPEAL: We are looking for people who could provide information on, artefacts relating 

to or (even better) come in to talk about the history of Chineham. If you can help us, 

please contact the school office on 01256 81636. 

 
Written by Mrs Becousse and Ella Ketteman, Year 6 
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Linguatastic Language Academy 
 

Linguatastic is – as is no doubt the case with other groups – going to be very busy 

engaging in festive activities this month. 

In terms of activities which members of the public can view or get involved with, we’ll be 

preparing a Christmas window display for Tesco, Chineham and singing Christmas carols 

in different languages to help raise money for its Toy Bank Appeal.  

Please also look out for our Christmas tree at St Mary’s Church, Old Basing at its 

Christmas Tree Festival on 9th and 10th December.  As last year, we will also be getting 

involved with the church’s “Advent Shed”.  Our activity will be on the morning of Sunday 

3rd December. 

If you aren’t able to join us in person, please do at least visit our Facebook page (search 

“Linguatastic”) to see some photos of our activities. 

 
Joyeux Noël / Frohe Weihnachten / Feliz Navidad / Sheng Dan Kuai Le / Buon Natale  

… or however you like to say it! 
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