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Regular readers may have noticed that after the departure of PCSO Richard Green 

at the beginning of this year we have once again lost the regular News from the 

Beat article, which detailed crime and antisocial behaviour in our local area and 

community. Since then, I have been trying to contact representatives from the 

police to see if it can be restarted. I am sorry to let you know that although I have 

at long last had a reply, it was that they are now too busy to contribute an article 

on a regular basis.  
 

It is incredibly disappointing to know that the “local” aspect of our local police 

continues to be eroded, and that the police do not consider this way of engaging 

with us as a community to be of importance. I am sure we understand how very 

busy they are with both funding limitations and crime as it is. However, I would have 

thought that a venue to share details of current crime, ways to report problems and 

report crime-fighting successes would have been of use. If you agree that this is the 

crying shame that I consider it to be then perhaps local people contacting the police 

to request its reinstatement, or adding their voices via the Chat inbox may help 

change their minds?  

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Hall 

The timetable of children’s and adult 

activities taking place in the halls are 

listed below - these can also be found 

on the calendar of events on our 

website www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk.  
 

Main Hall 

Monday: Gym Minis, 9.30–11.30am, 

Shelley: 07769 916299; Pilates, 12-

1pm, Pam: pamsteele@idnet.com; 

D a v i d  S m i t h  D a n c e ,  c h e c k 

www.davidsmithdance.com for further 

details and timings, David: 07791 

749163; 3rd Chineham Brownies, 5.30

–6.55pm; 1st Chineham Guides, 7–

9pm. 

Tuesday: Caterpillar Music, 9.4 –

11.40am, Jasmin: 07952 935021; 

Lyndon School of Dance, 3.30–6.45pm, 

Lyndendance@aol.com; Yoga, 7-8pm, 

Chris: 07712 427428. 

Wednesday: Tots Play, 10.15am–

12.45pm; Lynden School of Dance, 

3.45–6pm, Lyndendance@aol.com; 

Weight Watchers, 6.30-8.00pm, 07884 

240215. 

Thursday: Slimming World, sessions 

commencing at 9.00am, 11.00am, 

5.30pm and 7.30pm; Faith: 07966 

933994;  

Friday: Caterpillar Music, 9.30–1.15pm, 

Jasmin: 07952 935021; Lynden School 

o f  D a n c e ,  3 . 4 5 - 6 p m , 

Lyndendance@aol.com; David Smith 

Dance (as above); 

Sunday: Karate, 6.30-8pm, Sam: 

07919 338556; David Smith Dance (as 

above). 
 

Community Rooms 

Monday: 1st Chineham Rainbow 

Guides, 5.30-6.30pm; Craft Circle, 1st & 

3rd Monday of each month, 7.30-

10pm.  

Wednesday: Art Venturers, 9.30–

10.30am, Nightingale Ballet Class 2–

3pm; Yoga, 7.15–8.30pm, Maria: 

07771 921185. 

Thursday: Little Pumas, 4-6pm, Kate: 

07887 993207.  
 

If you are looking for a venue to hold a 

regular class or meeting, or wish to 

enquire about booking a party, please 

contact our booking line on 07935 

328172,  send  an emai l  t o 

chinehamvillagehall@gmail.com or 

complete an enquiry form/check on 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  a t 

www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk. Please 

note: Our booking clerk is not available 

during the day but will return your call if 

you leave a message. Missed calls with 

no message are not followed up. 
 

Lynne Hughes 
 

Four Lanes Infant School 

We have just started back at school 

after the summer holidays and are 

already busy. The school has as a 

feeling of excitement. Year 1 and 2 

have settled well into their new 

classes and Year R are about to start 

school.  
 

Year 2 will be finding out what it 

means to be human, what it would be 

like to be on another planet and be all 

alone. They are using the book Begu 

and Mrs Cassini has crocheted each 

class their own Begu. Year 1 are 

looking forward to their fairy tale topic, 

focusing on different stories, starting 

with the Three Little Pigs. They will be 

going on a fairy tale hunt and building 

up to a fairy tale ball at the end. 
 

We are looking forward to all the 

exciting things we will do this year. 
 

Year 2 children  
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Chineham Library 
We have just come to the end of another 

successful Summer Reading Challenge 

and hope your children enjoyed taking 

part. A good number of medals and 

certificates were earned by the finishers. 

Once again, we were well supported by a 

team of volunteers whose services we 

could not manage without. There are 

volunteering opportunities throughout the 

year, so please contact us for further 

information if you are interested.  
 

Activities for children have now returned 

to normal, with rhymetimes on Tuesdays 

for under ones at 10am and over ones at 

11am, and storytimes on Saturdays at 

11am. Every first Saturday of the month, 

storytime is replaced by a drop-in craft 

session starting at 10am, with this 

month’s scheduled for the 5th October. 

Lego and Duplo are available to play with 

between 2–3.30pm Saturdays. There are 

also a couple of extra events for children 

scheduled for the half term week. 

Tuesday 29th October we are hosting the 

Quirks’ Animal Roadshow, giving children 

chance to handle and learn about a 

variety of creatures, including lizards and 

furry animals. Tickets costing £6 need to 

be bought in advance for children aged 

over four. This should provide a fun and 

informative experience for your children. 

There will also be some spooky goings on 

in honour of Halloween on 31st October, 

further details will follow. Dressing up will 

certainly be involved. 
 

Activities for adults also follow their usual 

pattern, with Cuppa and Chat meeting 

fortnightly on Wednesday mornings for 

over 50s to have a social get-together 

from 10am. If you are unsure of the 

dates, please check with the library first. 

Age Concern will again offer their 

computer tuition for the over 50s on 

Wednesday mornings, for further 

information and to book sessions please 

contact 01256 423874. Our reading 

group meets on 27th at 10.30am and 

the writing group on the 17th. Starting on 

5th December at 6pm we begin a 

monthly trio of crime talks with Paul 

Stickler, a retired detective turned 

criminologist and crime historian. Tickets 

cost £15 to attend all three. Topics to be 

covered include the Acid Bath Murders 

and the infamous Kray Twins. Further 

details are available from the library. 

Tickets for all events can be booked 

through the library or the online shop. 
 

The library is now able to offer room 

bookings for our small onsite meeting 

room, including out of library opening 

hours. The Acorn Room is a small 

meeting room with toilet facilities 

available. This space could prove suitable 

for a variety of uses such as meetings, 

talks and presentations. Please contact 

the library via email for information 

including charges and availability, and to 

make a booking. Our email address is: 

Chineham.library@hants.gov.uk.  
 

Cathy Foster 
 

Royal British Legion 

November’s Remembrance time is fast 

approaching and we are looking for 

additional volunteers to strengthen our 

loyal band of collectors and businesses 

that are willing to receive Poppy Boxes 

and Poppy Tins. If you would like to be 

involved as a Poppy Collector, or your 

organisation would like to receive a 

Poppy Box where you do not already, 

p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  o n 

hampshire.chairman@rbl.community. All 

money collected goes to the Poppy 

Appeal.  
 

Tim Russell, Poppy Appeal Organiser 
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Shelterboxes for  

Hurricane Dorian 
The UK-based international charity 

Shelterbox was founded by the Rotary 

Club of Helston, Cornwall. Working 

a longs ide UNICEF  and other 

international charities like Save the 

Children, it has provided emergency 

shelter & survival kits to 1000s of 

families who have lost everything 

through major natural disasters. A full 

Shelterbox provides a robust tent and 

the basic essentials for sleeping, 

cooking and water purification for a 

family of 10 to survive for 6 months. If 

needed in that area mosquito nets will 

be included. There will also be small 

toys and books and pencils for children. 
 

Dealing with the aftermath of a 

hurricane or typhoon like Hurricane 

Dorian can be challenging. Dorian's 

high winds have caused severe 

devastation across the Bahamas, 

which makes  communicat ions 

extremely tricky. After Hurricane Irma 

and Maria wreaked havoc in 2017, 

Rotary in the UK supported 2,000 

families with emergency aid.  
 

Shelterbox is the chosen route through 

which the 32,000 Rotary Clubs 

operating in over 200 countries around 

the world can provide rapid and direct 

emergency help to families in 

desperate need after disasters. 

Following devastating flooding  in SE 

Asia, and destruction of homes in the 

Caribbean by Hurricane Dorian, your 

local Rotary, Basingstoke Deane, has 

immediately funded 2 full Shelterboxes. 

A Shelterbox costs £590. If you would 

like to donate towards a Shelterbox go 

to: www.shelterbox.org/donate. 

 

Lindy Richardson 

Basingstoke Symphony 

Orchestra 
Classical Pops Concert, Saturday 9th 

November, 7.45pm. Anvil Arts box office 

01256 844244, ww.anvilarts.org.uk. 
 

In the 'Classical Pops' concert the 

orchestra will perform some of the most 

popular music in the orchestral 

repertoire. Our pieces include the 

overture to Mozart's last opera, 'The 

Magic Flute'. Tchaikovsky's emotionally-

charged 5th Symphony has become an 

all-time favourite and is regarded by 

many as one of his greatest works. 

Ending with Beethoven's last and 

arguably greatest piano concerto, 'the 

Emperor', being performed by the 

dynamic young South Korean pianist 

Nurry Lee. Nurry studied at Wells 

Cathedral School and the Royal College 

of Music where she has recently been 

awarded the Milstein Scholarship to 

study for her master's degree.  
 

Elizabeth, Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra 
 

Read Easy Basingstoke 
Read Easy UK is a registered charity, 

established to help adults learn to read or 

to improve their reading skills.  5 million 

adults in England and Wales have 

reading or writing skills below that  

expected of an 11-year-old. How can 

Read Easy help? By providing free 1-1 

tuition from a trained Reading Coach with 

half hour sessions twice a week, on a 

confidential basis, people can learn to 

read fluently in 9 months to 2 years. We 

have a phonics based programme with 

additional learning activities in which 

readers work at their own pace. They are 

equipped with the reading skills that 

enable them to progress at work and with 

life.   
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If you know somebody who would benefit 

from our programme, or if you would be 

interested in becoming a Reading Coach, 

please contact us by email : 

Basingstoke@readeasy.org.uk or by 

phone: 07592 450789. Visit us online: 

readeasy.org.uk. 
 

Jo Barnett 

 

Basingstoke Blues Club 

Basingstoke Blues Club (in association 

with the Basingstoke Railway Social Club, 

Station Approach, RG21 5NB) presents 

Backbone Blues Band on Saturday 26th 

October. With tight rhythm sections, 

creative guitar and soulful vocals, they 

deliver a sound which grooves when it 

swings and punches well above its weight 

when it rocks. All welcome - 8pm till late. 

£8 on the door. Licensed bar and low 

prices. Profits to Brain Tumour Research 

– Charity number 1153487. 
 

Christine Nield 
 

Probus Club 

Wacky, weird and wonderful are some of 

the inventions covered in an illustrated 

talk by Nick Brazil to the Probus Club of 

Basingstoke. All the inventions were from 

past ages but some had the germ of an 

idea that came to fruition and can be 

seen today. Most only got as far as the 

Patent Office. Labour saving was their 

main attraction; the canine powered 

sewing machine where a dog ran on a 

turntable replacing the traditional treadle. 

The dog powered turn spit saved 

servants rotating the carcase of meat 

over the fire. 
 

Multitasking is nothing new. A machine 

was a combination baby rocker and 

butter churner which enabled the mother 

to do her knitting. Or the fresh air bed 

that had a large trumpet shape over the 

sleeping person that brought in fresh air 

from outside. The sweat bed had a boiler 

to heat up pipes under the mattress. The 

swooning chair provided some recovery 

to ladies fainting in their tight corsets. A 

chair with a descending cushion caused 

two paddles to fan the face of the 

distressed lady. Fear of being struck by 

lightning saw the invention of the 

lightning conductor umbrella with an 

aerial to attract the lightning and a wire to 

earth. It was modified for some ladies’ 

hats. The German Army designed a rain 

collecting hat with a small tap. 
 

Transport had many eccentric 

developments. The Danish Hunting 

Monocycle travelled at 24 mph and the 

American Monocycle reached 30 mph. 

The Dutch military multi cycle in 1887 

transported twelve soldiers and there 

was the Telegraph Wire Bicycle in 1890 

suspended from telegraph wires rather 

than running on the ground. And was 

there a castle in the air? The 1894 

Antwerp exhibition saw the idea of using 

a large balloon from which a town could 

be suspended. Naturally it was all hot air 

and it never saw the light of day. See 

www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com. 
 

Paul Flint 
 

Basing Singers 

We are pleased to tell you that we will 

be performing in the Basingstoke 

Variety Show along with a host of local 

talent, which is part of the Mayor's 

fund raising for charity. There will be a 

varied programme which starts at 

7.30pm in the Anvil on the 5th 

October. Tickets are available from the 

Anvil box office. Hope you can make it. 
 

Sue Wilson 
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Lions Club  
This month we thought about “The 

Future”. This is a perfectly sensible 

thing to do, particularly when you’re 

convinced (against all evidence to the 

contrary) that you are immortal. The 

particular aspect of the future that we 

have been considering is our concerts 

programme. It has been successful for 

many years and funded much of our 

charity work.  
 

Alas, even though we have tried to 

bring in fresh acts, costs have risen, 

audiences have shrunk and we are 

now barely operating at breakeven 

point. That cannot continue. So our 

“little grey cells” are being given a 

work out as we look for an alternative 

approach to this aspect of our 

fundraising. Of course a few new 

members with new ideas would be 

very welcome. Attendance at one of 

our business meetings is a good start. 

They’re like a sip of ambrosia in an 

otherwise humdrum life. Just use the 

“contact us” button on our website 

www.basingstokelions.org.uk to begin 

your trip upon our magic sailing ship 

(name that song!). 
 

Ali Mac’s Rhythm and Blues band 

appear for us on 5th October at the 

Royal British Legion Club in Old 

Basing. These guys have got a pretty 

good pedigree. Tickets are available 

from Tony Bamberger ,  emai l 

tony.bamberger@hotmai l .co .uk , 

telephone 01256 850254, and 

M a u r i c e  H o c k l e y  e m a i l : 

mauricehockley@hotmail.com or 

telephone 01256 421867, Toucan 

Travel at Chineham or direct from our 

website www.basingstokelions.org.uk. 
 

Quiz Night at the Cliddesden 

Millennium Hall is on 9th November. 

Another set of 110 excruciating 

questions for you to grapple with. If 

you fancy your chances email 

philipjhwilson@btinternet.com. You 

need a team of 3 or 4 and a short 

pithy team name. Visit our website 

www.basingstokelions.org.uk to see 

the full format of the evening. A week 

later, on 16th November, the Heritage 

Light Orchestra will play a concert of 

music associated with places on the 

route of the Orient Express for us at 

QMC.  
 

These concerts are specially designed 

for us and feature local musicians and 

singers. They’re well worth supporting. 

Organisation to celebrate World Sight 

Day in the Malls is well advanced. 

Remember this is your annual 

opportunity to speak to someone who 

may be able to advise you or point you 

towards the right people to approach 

on sight related matters, and to 

donate your unwanted spectacles for 

recycling to the 3rd world. Lennie the 

Basingstoke Lion will be scaring the 

bejasus out of the unsuspecting public 

as usual. 
 

On the welfare front the most 

interesting case to come to our 

attention was a “smelly” washing 

machine. Dennis “the Hitman” Crouch 

has been despatched with 2 boxes of 

Calgon to sort it out. Sic transit Gloria 

Mundi!! And no, that wasn’t the lady’s 

name. 
 

Remember you too can journey 

happily into total insanity by joining us 

via www.basingstokelions.org.uk. 

 

Philip Wilson 

 



 

 

Old Basing Tennis Club 
By the time you read this our Finals’ 

Day will have taken place, hopefully on 

a dry day! Results to follow next 

month. Our AGM is on Tuesday 29th 

October and on Saturday 16th 

November we shall be holding our 

Annual Quiz - details below. 
 

OBTC Annual Quiz:: Saturday, 16th 

November, 7.00 for 7.30pm start. 

Venue: Lychpit Hall, Teams: 6 people 

(please think of a name for your team). 

Cost: £6 pp. Please bring your own 

food & drink. A raffle will be held 

during the evening. We hope you can 

come & join us for this enjoyable 

evening! To book a table please 

c o n t a c t  C l i v e ,  e m a i l : 

OBTC.Information@gmail.com. 
 

To find out more about our club visit 

w w w . c l u b s p a r k . l t a . o r g . u k /

OldBasingTennisClub. We are also on 

Facebook and Instagram. 
 

Lynne Thomas, Chairperson. 

 

Anvil Arts 
October events: 

Fri 4th-Sun 6th, 10:30am & 1:30pm, The 

Haymarket. 

The Gruffalo - live on Stage: join Mouse 

on a daring adventure through the deep, 

dark wood in Tall Stories’ magical, 

musical adaptation of the picture book by 

Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler. 

Songs, laughs and monstrous fun for 

children aged 3 and up and their grown-

ups. Tickets £15.50. 
 

Tue 8th, 7.45pm, The Anvil. 

Moscow Philharmonic Orchestra. The 

programme includes Tchaikovsky’s 

Fantasy Overture: Romeo and Juliet, 

Prokofiev’s Violin Concerto no. 1 and 

Shostakovich’s Symphony no. 10. 

Violinist Natalia Lomeiko joins the 

orchestra. Yuri Simonov conducts. 

Tickets: £42, £38, £31, £24, £16; under 

25s and f/t students £11. 
 

Wed 9th, 7.45pm, The Forge. 

Two solo performances from contrasting 

virtuosi of the diatonic accordion. A 

genuinely rare chance to see two 

extraordinarily gifted and influential 

European musicians in one concert. 

Tickets: £17; under 25s and f/t students 

£8. 
 

Sun 13th, 7:30pm, The Anvil. 

The Nutcracker presented by Russian 

State Ballet and Opera House. The 

Russian State Ballet and Opera House 

bring a vibrant and enchanting 

production of The Nutcracker to The 

Anvil. Snow flurries, sweets, princes, 

magic and love are just some of the 

elements that are brought together in this 

seasonal favourite. Tickets: £37; under 

25s and f/t students £35. 
 

Thu 17th-Sat 19th, 7:30pm, The 

Haymarket. 

Jane Eyre presented by Blackeyed 

Theatre in association with South Hill 

Park Arts Centre. A gothic masterpiece of 

tempestuous passions and dark secrets, 

Jane Eyre tells the thrilling story of an 

orphan girl and her journey from a 

childhood of loneliness and cruelty to life 

at Thornfield Hall and an unlikely 

relationship with the mysterious Mr 

Rochester. Falling in love, she gradually 

uncovers the terrible secret that forces 

her to make a heart-wrenching choice. 

Tickets: Thu £23, Fri-Sat £25, 2pm £22; 

under 25s and f/t students £15. 
 

Fri 18th, 7:30pm, The Anvil. 

And In The End with The Royal Liverpool 

Philharmonic Orchestra and The Bootleg 

Beatles. Two of the Beatles’ best loved 
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albums are performed afresh in this 

special musical collaboration, adding a 

classical twist and beautifully arranged 

symphonic versions of these hits, 

including masterpieces such as Here 

Comes The Sun, Come Together and The 

Long and Winding Road. The concert 

marks 50 years since the release of 

these final two albums – Abbey Road 

(released 26 September 1969) and Let It 

Be (released 8 May 1970). Hosted by 

writer, comedian and musician Neil 

Innes. Tickets:£48, £39. 
 

Wed 23rd, 6:30pm, The Anvil. 

Lloyd Cole, from Rattlesnakes to 

Guesswork 2019. In 1990 Lloyd 

launched a solo career and has been 

making albums ever since. In the early 

2000s Cole retreated somewhat from 

rock/pop, performing mostly acoustically, 

but his 2013 album Standards took fans, 

critics, and maybe even the artist himself, 

aback with its brash electric rock 'n' roll 

sound. His latest album, Guesswork, 

mirrors the uncertainty of the world as 

you enter your third act. Tickets £48, 

£35.50,£28. 
 

Fri 25th, 7:30pm, The Anvil. 

Christopher Cross - Take Me As I Am Tour 

2019. Christopher Cross made history 

with his 1980 self-titled debut album, 

winning five Grammy Awards, including - 

for the first time ever - the four most 

prestigious awards: Record of the Year 

and Song of the Year (for the single 

Sailing), Album of the Year, and Best New 

Artist. Almost 40 years on, his latest 

album, Take Me As I Am, evokes the 

artistry of such great singer-songwriters 

as Joni Mitchell and Randy Newman 

while addressing contemporary concerns 

head-on. Tickets: £41.50,£38. 
 

Wed 30th, 7:30pm, The Haymarket. 

The Beatles: Hornsey Road with Mark 

Lewisohn. To mark the golden 

anniversary of Abbey Road, Beatles 

historian Mark Lewisohn is touring a 

show of illumination, intrigue, surprises, 

and delights. Mark has the greatest 

Beatles library, harvested over forty plus 

years of unrivalled access to archives and 

public and private collections. He will be 

showing a stunning array of strong and 

relevant content, with rare music, photos, 

films and choice memorabilia. Suitable 

for ages 12 and over. Tickets £23. 
 

Thu 31st-Sat 2nd Nov, 7:30pm, Sat 2pm, 

The Haymarket. 

Murder, Margaret and Me starring Lin 

Blakley (EastEnders). Agatha Christie and 

Margaret Rutherford’s paths crossed 

when they found themselves at the heart 

of one of British cinema's most 

successful franchises. However, the Miss 

Marple films almost didn't get made. 

Murder, Margaret, and Me is a story of 

friendship and the achievement of 

women in the long-lost world of the silver 

screen. As Agatha and Margaret play tug 

of war with Miss Marple, the Queen of 

Crime (being a woman who wasn't 

without a secret or two herself) finally 

unearths the truth buried in Margaret's 

past. Tickets: £26, 2pm £24.50; under 

25s and f/t students £18. 
 

Andrea Bath 

 

Basingstoke Ladies Choir 

Annual Concert 
For our annual concert this year BLC is 

very proud to be sharing our concert 

with Jubilate - a wonderful, prize-

winning choir from London. We shared 

a concert with them a few months ago 

and could not wait to invite them to 

Basingstoke.  
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The concert is on Saturday 12th 

October at The Aldworth School, 

Western Way, Basingstoke, at 7.30pm.  

Tickets are £10 each and are available 

from Margaret Allen on 01256 

325457, on l ine at https://

annualconcert .bpt .me or f rom 

Shopmobility, Church Street (lower, nr 

M&S) Basingstoke. There will be a 

licensed bar.  
 

Come and enjoy an evening of 

entertaining music sung at the highest 

standard with a few surprises along 

the way! Please also go to our website 

to find out more about our choir and 

p e r f o r m a n c e s  a t 

www.basingstokeladieschoir.co.uk. 
 

Tracey Messer 
 

Four Lanes Infant School 
Open day visits for September 2020 

starters: you are invited to visit the 

school for a tour with the Head 

teacher, Mrs Jacqui Mallaby, on the 

following dates/times: 

- Thursday 19th September: 9:30am, 

11am, 2pm & 5.00pm. 

- Thursday 17th October: 9:30am, 

11am, 2pm & 5.00pm. 

- Wednesday 6th November: 9:30am, 

11am, 2pm & 5.00pm. 

- Monday 25th November: 9.30am, 

11am & 2pm. 

- Friday 6th December: 9:30am, 11am 

& 2pm. 

- Thursday 9th January 2020: 9.30am, 

11am & 2pm. 
 

If you would like to attend, please 

contact the school office on 01256 

324256 to book an appointment. 

 

Sandrine Dufour-Mantere 

 

Civil Service  

Retirement Fellowship 

The speaker this month was Alan 

Copeland who gave the second part of 

his fascinating presentation on “Eccentric 

London”. This time, backed up by a series 

of excellent photographs, he took us on a 

tour of Greater London seeking out those 

places that the majority of us would never 

think to look for. Of the 24 places he 

visited some of the highlights were the 

Swaminarayan Hindu Temple in 

Neasden, Crystal Palace with its 

remnants and the Prehistoric Monster 

Trail, the unusual tomb of Sir Richard 

Burton the 19th Century explorer in 

Mortlake, the David Hartley monument in 

Putney, the  Carreras Cigarette Factory in 

Camden and the many decorative shop 

fronts in Camden Town. He finished with 

the modern history of the late John 

Gladden’s house in Norbury with its 

infamous additions such as a tank and 

his many altercations with Croydon 

Council. Full details of Alan’s shows and 

p i c t u r e s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t 

www.curiosities.co.uk. 
 

The group’s next outing is a on Friday 11 

October which is the Mystery Trip and 

includes elevenses, lunch and afternoon 

tea as well as a tour of the English 

countryside. The next meeting is on 2 

October when the speaker is Mel Rees on 

“My Family and other Meerkats – Part 2”. 

The group meets on the first Wednesday 

of each month at Brookvale Village Hall 

from 10am to 12noon and all retired Civil 

Servants, their relatives and friends are 

welcome. Further details about the group 

and information about our trips can be 

o b t a i n e d  b y  c o n t a c t i n g 

csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com. 
 

David Cowling 
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
As many of you will be aware 

The Post Office in Chineham 

closed on 15 August following 

the Postmaster’s resignation. 

The branch provided much 

needed vital services for local 

residents particularly following 

the Old Basing PO operator 

also withdrawing in recent 

years. Maria Miller MP has 

been in direct contact with the 

Post Office who have provided 

reassurance that they 

understand residents’ concern 

and are committed to 

providing Post Office services 

in Chineham. Maria has also 

asked for a meeting with the 

developers of Chineham 

Shopping Centre, Tellon 

Capital LLP, to gain their full 

support for a Post Office when 

the site is redeveloped. 
 

Maria said, “My constituents 

are rightly concerned that they 

have lost their vital Post Office 

services. This can cause very 

real problems for residents 

who will need to travel to 

another part of town to 

manage their finances or to 

simply buy a stamp. Maria has 

launched a Parliamentary 

petition to ensure residents’ 

concerns are properly heard 

and to call for any 

redevelopment to include a 

post office. Downloaded a copy 

o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n  a t 

www.maria4basingtoke.co.uk 
 

As a former Postmistress 

myself I know how critical 

these services are to many 

people in our community. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Website: elainestill.com 

 

Borough Councillor  

Laura Edwards 
I had the privilege of visiting 

Four Lanes junior school, now 

the new school year has 

begun. After a tour, I met with 

some school governors to 

discuss the school’s ambitions 

and challenges. Moving 

forward I will continue to be 

involved and support where I 

can. I hope those of you who 

attended local Green Week 

events had a great time. We 

have  some ext remely 

important  faci l i t ies in 

Chineham and I welcome 

these businesses to engage 

and open their doors to show 

us what they do.  

 

I thoroughly enjoyed my trip to 

the Energy recovery unit and 

heard the sewage treatment 

works tour was extremely 

interesting. Clocks go back 

later this month as summer 

officially ends.  I love autumn 

when the leaves on the trees 

change colour and fall. Please 

keep feeding the hedgehogs 

as they can hibernate as late 

as November.  

 

Who knows what has 

happened in regards to Brexit 

since writing this article! If you 

are a resident or business, 

who needs any support or 

a d v i c e  p l e a s e  v i s i t 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/

brexit. If you are a resident 

who needs support in 

completing your application 

online, please call ‘We are 

Digital’ on 03333 445675 to 

arrange an appointment at 

Viables Community Centre. 

 
 

Laura Edwards 

Tel: 07999 120252 

Cllr.laura.edwards@basingstoke.

gov.uk 

Facebook: Chineham and 

Sherfield Park Councillor 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
[No column was submitted 

by the Chat deadline for this 

month] 

 

Paul Miller 

Borough Councillor 

01256 467400 

07777 659022  

Cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.

gov.uk  



 

 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre 

Children's Events: 

Campervan Storytime, Tue 8th, 10.30-

11.30am, Wed 30th, 2.00-3.00pm, £3. 

Join local author Rachel Jane as she 

shares her stories about the 

campervans from Red Hatch Farm! 

You'll join in the adventures of Milo, Lil 

and Tallulah followed by fun 

campervan crafts. Rachel will also be 

signing copies of her books afterwards.  
 

Quirks Animal Encounter, Tue 29th, 

11.00am-midday, £6. Come along to 

meet a variety of animals from around 

the world at the Quirks' Animal 

Roadshows workshop. You'll have the 

opportunity to stroke and hold the 

animals as well as discovering lots of 

interesting facts about where they 

come from, what they eat and what 

makes them unique. For Ages 4+. 

Adult Event's: 

40 Years catching smugglers, Tues 

22nd,  2 .00 -3.00pm.  £8 .  An 

entertaining expose of what exactly 

goes on in the Customs Green Channel. 

When we go through the Green 

Channel why do we always feel so 

guilty? Why are some people stopped 

and not others? Why do we feel like 

we’re being watched when there’s 

nobody there? What gives smugglers 

away? Malcolm worked for HM 

Customs and Excise for 40 years and 

illustrates his talks with a succession of 

bizarre anecdotes 
 

Broadmore Revealed- The Victorian 

Asylum, Thu 31st. 2-3pm, £4. An 

introduction to England’s oldest secure 

hospital with Mark Stevens, Berkshire’s 

County Archivist and author of 

‘Broadmoor Revealed’. 
 

Scott Hyde 

Four Lanes Community Centre 
Good Companions over 55s Group: Four 

Lanes Community Centre, 3rd Tuesday of 

every month. 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: for 

mums, dads, babies and pre-school 

children. Weds: 9.30—11.00am on-going. 

£12.00 for 6 weeks or £2.50 per week 

on a drop-in basis. Please contact us to 

register your interest. 

Sama Karate: In the Junior Hall, Weds 

5.15-6.15pm. For more information 

contact the Regional Administrator on 

07759 615876. 

Pegasus Karate Club: Traditional Wado 

Ryu Karate for beginners and advanced 

students. Weds 7—9.00pm at Four Lanes 

Junior School. Contact: 07733 410370. 

Zumba: Mondays: 7.30—8.30pm, 

Tuesdays: 7.00—8.00pm. £5.25 Mon 

and £6.00 Tues, pay as you go. Contact: 

Lisa (Mondays) 07884 267722. 

Clubbercise: Thursdays 8.00—8.45pm. 

Classes to be booked in advance on 

h t t p s : / / b o o k w h e n . c o m /

clubbercisewithaimee or www. 

facebook.com/clubbercisewithaimee. 

Summit Judo: Fridays 3.40-4.40pm. 

Contact Paul Hamilton, email 

info@summitjudo.co.uk or call 07917 

005862. 

Linguatastic: Languages include: 

French and Spanish before school 

clubs, Italian, Spanish and French for 

adults, French for Secondary School 

pupils. For further information please 

email info@linguatastic.com or phone 

471474. 

Holiday Play Schemes: Session A: 

8.30am—4.00pm (£16.75), Session B: 

8.30am—5.30pm (£20.00). Clubs 

available to infant and junior children 

who attend the school full time. 
 

Virginia Wyatt 
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Response to “Brook 

Boundaries Breached” 
I’d like to share some information 

which might explain why Chineham 

Parish Council (CPC) doesn’t clear the 

vegetation in and around Petty’s 

Brook, see the letter (Brook 

Boundaries Breached) in August’s 

Chineham Chat. 

 

CPC was only formed in 1986, long 

after the planners originally divided up 

the farmland on which the village was 

built, which is why it owns no land nor 

has any responsibility to maintain the 

Brook. Petty’s Brook too was divided at 

this time and each builder had to 

construct the walls and bed in their 

section of the Brook. 

 

The grass cutting in Chineham is done 

by Basingstoke and Deane Borough 

Council but this responsibility ends at 

the edge of the grass by the Brook. 

 

A major problem about clearing or 

repairing Petty’s Brook was raised by 

several bodies (e.g. Basingstoke 

Borough,  Thames Water  and 

Environment Agency) and their legal 

advisors - if anyone else does any work 

in the Brook, clearing the vegetation or 

repairing the walls etc., and they 

damage it, they are then legally 

responsible for all repair costs, 

poss ib l y  amount ing  to  many 

thousands of pounds. Also, the 

financial problems over the last 

decade haven’t helped in finding a 

solution, so... 

 

Marian Adams 

 

 

Christ Church Activities 

Sunday services: We welcome all at 

our 9 and 10.30am services. The 9am 

service is smaller and more reflective, 

using traditional hymns. At 10.30am 

we have a music band and groups for 

children and young people from 0-16. 

We also have regular All Age Services 

where our young people are more 

involved in organising and running the 

services. The next All Age Worship 

service is on Sunday 27 October. Our 

sermons are recorded and available at 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk.  
 

Prayer: is there something you would 

like prayer for? Do let us know, contact 

details below. If you would like to come 

and pray at the Church you would be 

most welcome. Our Prayer Room is 

open whenever the building is open 

you are welcome to drop in to sit and 

pray in silence, or if you would like 

someone to pray with or for you we 

can arrange that. We meet weekly to 

pray on alternate Sunday and Monday 

evenings; you would be most welcome 

to join us (please contact the office for 

details). We also have a regular Prayer 

Morning each Wednesday from 9.30-

10am. 
 

Further information: if you would like to 

know more about the life and activities of 

Christ Church please drop in to see Gill in 

the office: Mon: 8-4, Tue: 9-12, Wed: 9-12, 

Thu: 8-2.30, Fri: 8-4. Learn more or contact 

us: www.christchurchchineham.org.uk, 

email: hello@christchurchchineham.org.uk, 

phone: 01256 474280, facebook/ 

instagram: christchurchchineham, twitter: 

@ccChineham. 
 

Weekly Groups: 

Sparklers: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

10am to 11.30am in term-time. This 
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group is for pre-school children and 

their parents/grandparents/carers for 

free play, refreshments, games, stories 

from the Bible and songs. Each week 

there is a craft for the children to take 

home. We ask for £1 per child, as a 

contribution towards the cost of 

refreshments. All enquiries to Katy 

Lowe at the church office. We 

encourage adults attending to lend a 

hand with setting up and clearing away 

if they are able to. There will be no 

sessions in half term 28 October-1 

November. 
 

Coffee & Co: Mondays, 9.30-11.30am, 

in term time. Enjoy mouth-watering 

home-made cakes, freshly brewed 

coffee, from our friendly team, plus 

lots of toys for babies and tots.  
 

Swap Shop of children’s goods 

Monday 7 Oct 9.30-11.30am. Bring a 

toy, book or clothing in good condition 

and take something new home! 

Donations are given to Sebastian’s 

Action Trust. 
 

Monthly Events: 

Coffee, Chat & Craft Group: Tuesdays 

1 and 15 Oct from 1.00-3.30pm. This 

group is intended for both church 

members and those in the community. 

The aim of the group is to provide an 

opportunity for people to come 

together to chat, have coffee or tea 

and cake and to do crafts, such as 

knitting and crochet, but if you just 

want to come for the coffee and chat 

you are more than welcome. For 

further information contact Martha c/o 

the Church Office. 
 

Messy Church: Monday 21 Oct, 3.45-

5.30pm, it’s “Messy Light Party” – the 

Christian alternative to Halloween. It’s 

a joyous time of creativity and worship 

and we all share a meal together. 

Please advise any special dietary 

requirements so that we can cater for 

you. Carers must stay with their 

children. Free and everyone is 

welcome.  
 

123 Matinee Group: Tuesday 8 Oct 1-

3pm. This social/support group is 

aimed at “older friends” although 

everyone is welcome. No charge but a 

£1 voluntary donation is welcomed. If 

you are interested in coming along 

and/or helping you will be made most 

welcome.  We may be able to arrange 

a lift - just let us know in plenty of time. 
 

Daytime Holy Communion: Tuesday 29 

Oct, 11am. A small friendly group of 

worshippers meets monthly to receive 

Holy Communion – all are welcome.  
 

Luncheon Club: Tuesday 29 Oct at 12 

noon. £5.00 adults, £3 children.  Any 

special dietary requirements please let 

us know. Also call us if you would like a 

lift as we may be able to arrange it. 

Contact Jan Markey on 01256 

356829 or call the office on 474280. 
 

Charity collections: we continue to 

collect stamps (new and used), 

postcards, spectacles, tools, tins and 

packets of food, and tops from 

supermarket milk bottles for charity.  

We also collect most items of men’s 

clothing and socks for the Camrose 

Centre for the homeless, and garden 

tools which we pass on to a charity 

helping developing countries. 
 

Room hire: rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or regular basis, for 

children’s parties, meetings, and other 

events. Contact us for details or look 

on our website. Prices start at £8.75 

per hour (Community Rate) which 
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includes use of the kitchen/snack bar 

where tea, coffee, sugar and squash 

are included in the hire. Groups that 

regularly use the church include 

B r o w n i e  a n d  G u i d e  g r o u p s , 

Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra, 

Basingstoke Amateur Theatrical 

Society and various crafting groups.  

 

Gill Godfrey 

 

Chineham Parish Council 

Bus shelters: At the time of writing, the 

Parish Council has arranged for the 

polycarbonate windows of the bus 

shelter on Thornhill Way (close to 

Longstock Close) to be replaced and 

also for the graffiti to be removed from 

the brick built bus shelter on Reading 

Road following several incidences of 

vandalism. 
 

Fireworks: Following a concern raised 

by a local resident, the Parish Council 

would like to remind residents that it’s 

against the law for anyone to set off 

fireworks between 11pm and 7am, 

except on certain occasions (Bonfire 

Night, when the cut off is midnight and 

New Year’s Eve, Diwali and Chinese 

New Year, when the cut off is 1am).  

More information can be found at 

https://www.gov.uk/fireworks-the-law. 
 

Promoting services: Basingstoke & 

Deane Borough Council is keen to 

promote the services it provides, in 

particular the opportunity to report 

items of concern. Their “report it” 

f e a t u r e  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/report where 

residents can directly report fly-tipping, 

graffiti, overgrown grass, shrubs or 

hedging etc. The Borough Council is 

responsible for maintaining most of 

the public space around the Parish, 

including areas along Petty’s Brook 

and so residents can report their 

concerns direct to them.  However, the 

Parish Council is also very happy to 

report residents’ concerns and the 

Clerks can be contacted via the details 

below. 
 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting will be held on 14th October.  

The meeting starts at 7.45pm and will 

take place in the Community Rooms at 

the Chineham Village Hall. The Parish 

Council is here to help the residents of 

Chineham, so if there is a Chineham 

issue you are concerned about, please 

feel free to contact the Clerk, Sally 

Jackson on 01256 474500 or email 

c lerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 

Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 

0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 

 

Sally Jackson 

 

NGS 

Luckily in Hampshire we have still 

some garden owners who open their 

garden gates to the general public 

throughout October. These gardens 

invite groups, by arrangement, on a 

date agreed with the owners. If you are 

a member of a Garden Club, 

Horticultural Society, WI, Photographic 

Group or just a group of friends there 

is still time to arrange a visit. Simply 

contact the garden owner. All their 

details can be found on the web site at 

www.ngs.org.uk/byarrangement. Here 

are two by arrangement gardens, open 

during October, within 15 miles of 

Chineham: 
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Lake House, Northington, SO24  9TG 

Two large lakes in Candover Valley set 

off by mature woodland with 

waterfalls, abundant birdlife, long 

landscaped vistas and folly. 1½ acre 

walled garden with rose parterre, 

mixed borders, long herbaceous 

border, rose pergola leading to 

m o o n g a t e .  F l o w e r i n g  p o t s , 

conservatory and greenhouses. 

Picnicking by lakes. Available for 

bookings until the end of October for 

groups of 10+, admission £8.00, 

children free, to arrange, contact the 

garden owner. ngs.org.uk/view-

garden/12308/  
 

Wheatley House, Borden, GU35 9PA 

Situated on a rural hilltop with 

panoramic views over Alice Holt Forest 

and the South Downs. The owner 

admits to being much more of an artist 

than a plantswoman, but has had 

great fun creating this 1.5 acre garden 

full of interesting and unusual planting 

combinations. The sweeping, mixed 

borders and shrubs are spectacular 

with colour throughout the season, 

particularly in late summer. Available 

for bookings until the end of October 

for groups of  10+, admission £6.00, 

children free, to arrange, contact the 

garden owner. ngs.org.uk/view-

garden/12960/. 

 

Pat Beagley 

 

Baden Powell Centre 

A lot has been going on over the 

summer months and some of you may 

even have seen a digger on site. The 

good news is that we have now 

completed all the building regulation 

approvals as well as the full structural 

design and are now able to go out to 

tender. We will now be able to apply 

for the larger capital grants that we 

were frozen out of until we reached 

this stage. The not so good news is 

that we are still a long way short of our 

funding objectives and we still require 

the full support of the local community 

and businesses to reduce this funding 

gap.  
 

We have also been awarded a grant of 

200 hedge saplings that we plan to 

plant around the perimeter of the plot 

to create a natural boundary for the 

wildlife to live in. We will be having a 

working party in October and another 

in November to get prepared and to 

plant these so please email us if you 

are interested in helping. 
 

On a fundraising note we are holding a 

disco for the young people of the 

Guide and Scout groups of Old Basing 

and Lychpit on Sat 19th October 

between 17.30 and 19.30. Tickets will 

be £2 per child and there will be 

opportunities for them to buy glow 

sticks, drinks and snacks, so bring 

along some pocket money. We are 

also holding a craft fayre on Sat 9th 

November, from 13.30 to 16.00 at Old 

Basing Village hall. We have lots of 

craft stalls perfect for Christmas 

shopping. If you would like a stall we 

still have space. Stalls will be £10 

each and a donation to the raffle. We 

wi l l  have ref reshments  wi th 

homemade cakes aplenty. 
 

If you would like to help with 

fundraising or feel that you have skills 

to help us with the building project or 

would like to book a stall for the craft 

fayre please email Paula at: 

fundraising4newhut@gmail.com. 

 

Paula McBride 
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Nature Notes  
I must admit that it’s more pleasant 

now that the weather is a little cooler. I 

sit in the garden under a parasol and 

listen to the robin singing in the hedge. 

Apart from the pigeon calling “I can’t 

find Susie” to another one away in the 

distance, the robin and the blackbird 

are the only songs I recognise. The 

noisy house sparrows seem to have a 

mass eating in late morning and 

teatime so it’s peaceful the rest of the 

time. Now that the linaria flowers are 

finishing, the bees have moved away 

to  gardens  w i th  rudbeck ias , 

sunflowers and other daisy-like plants. 

I see a few on my bushes of 

caryopteris (one of the shrubs with 

blue blossoms) You may see those at 

the Shopping Centre.  

 

The mile a minute bush, which covers 

several trees, is still a blaze of cream 

as one drives past it. Another drive-

past plant is on the roundabout 

leading from Sherfield. The yellow of 

tansy is still in flower hiding amongst 

the straw-coloured grasses. It used to 

be a remedy for migraine, so when it 

grew in a friend’s garden, I tried 

chewing a leaf, but it was so bitter I 

preferred tablets from the doctor. Even 

the horse chestnuts are now showing 

their whereabouts in the hedgerows 

with brown leaves appearing. There 

are even lots of conkers making their 

presence known. There is a sweet 

chestnut outside the chemist’s shop 

with fruit in prickly cases. After years of 

wondering where these disappear to 

so quickly, I read that as soon as the 

cases split open, the squirrels grab the 

fruit and stash them away for winter. 

 

A nuthatch came to the bird feeders 

on three consecutive days, so I 

thought it was going to become a 

regular, but perhaps it only needed 

extra nourishment for babies. Blue tits 

and great tits are daily visitors, with 

occasionally four long-tailed tits also 

hanging on the feeders. The sparrows 

often have a splash in the large bath 

after their repast. They queue up, jump 

into the water, hop out and go round 

several times, all the time chattering 

loudly. 

 

There is a hedgehog which has been 

coming since the spring, when it was 

small. It arrives before dusk, so I have 

to be speedy to beat it. Last night it 

was sitting on the feeder, so I gave it a 

stroke as new biscuits were placed 

alongside. Immediately it shot off, 

muttering a different sound which may 

have been anger or warning to another 

one behind the pots. That’s the last 

time I pat a hedgehog. They do enjoy 

"Spike’s semi-moist”, so it could be 

that it was cross that it hadn’t been 

given any for two nights, whilst the 

shop waited for a new consignment to 

arrive. I did drive to the shop straight 

away! 
 

I spotted a small blue butterfly, but 

was unable to see it closer for 

identification as it just flew away so 

quickly. All I know is that it was male, 

because females are brown.  

 

Keep a bowl of fresh water for any 

animals. 

 

Ginny Wright 

ginny.wright@gmail.com,  

479562 
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The Good and the Bad  
Entertaining my 5 year old grandson 

during the school holidays showed me 

both the good and the bad sides of 

living in Chineham. We went to the 

play area by the Village Hall. However, 

before Alex could kick a ball around 

the goal I removed 2 glass bottles, 4 

plastic bottles and assorted crisp and 

sweet packets. Next day my faith in 

Chineham was restored. Alex enjoyed 

the Space-themed spotter trails and 

craft activities in the library,  had a free 

apple whilst in Tesco, went to the Into 

The Wild soft play area, and finally 

played table tennis (for the first time) 

in the Ping Pong Parlour. All the 

activities were free and great fun. So 

thank you to both Chineham Library 

a n d  t h e  S h o p p i n g  C e n t r e 

management.  
 

Sandie Tapping 

 

Chineham Shopping Centre  
With reference to your comments in 

the Chineham Chat (editorial, 

September Chat) concerning the 

redevelopment of Chineham Shopping 

Centre, the thing I find the most 

worrying is the loss of our Post Office. 

As far as I am aware the nearest Post 

Office is now in Shakespeare Road, 

Popley. How on earth are the elderly 

people of Chineham supposed to get 

there if they do not drive? Do these 

people not think or do they just not 

care? It is mind blowing and extremely 

worrying, what on earth is life going to 

be like if people like this take over our 

important shopping sites. 

  

Doreen A 

Linguatastic 
On the 6th October, it’s Dictionary Day 

which honours Noah Webster, the man 

considered to have fathered the 

American Dictionary. It was in 1806 that 

he published his first dictionary, A 

Compendious Dictionary of the English 

Language. The following year, Webster 

began compiling an expanded and fully 

comprehensive dictionary. This took 

twenty-seven years to complete. To 

evaluate the etymology of words, 

Webster learned twenty-six languages, 

including Old English (Anglo-Saxon), 

German, Greek, Latin, Italian, Spanish, 

French, Hebrew, Arabic and Sanskrit. 

Now we are not going to suggest you 

learn that number of languages 

(although there is of course no harm in 

doing so)! Neither are we going to 

suggest you read a dictionary (Webster’s 

book contained 70,000 words). In fact, 

we would like to share a little language 

learning tip with you… 
 

Research shows that the 100 most 

common English words make up over 

half of just about every sentence — it’s 

roughly the same in many other 

languages. So, to help you get by when 

travelling abroad or meeting speakers of 

other languages, why not consider 

picking up a dictionary and learning 

those 100 words in your target 

language? You should then get some 

kind of understanding of at least half of 

every sentence you read and some of 

the rest will hopefully come from context. 
 

To get you started, to follow are the 10 

most commonly printed words in English: 

the, be, and, of, a, in, to, have, it, I. Maybe 

you already know some (or all) of them in 

the language you wish to learn?  

 

Fiona Biermann 

 



 

 

Popley Youth Club 
Popley Fields Community Association is 

looking for energetic and enthusiastic 

youth workers to join the team working 

with young people at Popley Fields 

Community Centre. Popley youth club is 

for 8-13 year olds. Our Monday drop in 

centre for 8-11s run from 6:30-8:00pm 

and our Thursday drop in centre is for 11-

13s from 6:30-8:00pm. Sessions are free 

of charge. 
 

Work closely within a team environment 

you will have the opportunity to develop 

an exciting and valuable community 

service. For further information and an 

application pack please email 

popleyfieldsyouthclub@gmail.com. 
 

Laura Mouzouris-Lodge 

 

Basingstoke Voluntary Action 

Older Persons Partnership: BVA continue 

with a wide range of organisations 

involved with older persons in our 

community. Two meetings have been 

held this year with the next to be at the 

Orchard on Wed 10th Oct between 14.00 

& 16.00 with details to be issued in due 

course. If your organisation has an 

interest in attending please contact us.  
 

Community Engagement: Two of our BVA 

team are now available for discussion on 

issues relating to Charitable and 

Voluntary Organisations. Mary Robinson 

will attend Tadley Library on the 2nd 

Wednesday of each month between 

13.30 & 15.30 whilst Chris Utting will be 

at Whitchurch Library between 11.00 & 

13.00 on the 1st Friday of each month.  
 

Local Business/Charity & Voluntary 

Organisations: BVA are planning our 

annual 'Meet & Match' event for Thur 

17th Oct between 9.00 & 13.00 at the 

Orchard. This event has local business 

representatives attending who are 

looking to assist local organisations. 

Local groups will be invited to present 

their requirements (not financial) for 

business to assist them and chat with 

those present including BVA staff. Further 

details will be available via the BVA 

website in due course.  
 

BVA team 
 

NWR 

National Women’s Register (NWR) was 

formed nearly 60 years ago. The annual 

membership fee in 1960 was 1 shilling. 

This year it is £25 with 6533 members in 

391 groups. The aims of NWR have 

remained the same since its inception: to 

offer women the opportunity to 

participate in informal discussion of a 

wide range of topics (other than those of 

domestic interest); to promote friendship 

and self-confidence; to enable members 

to make contacts when moving to a new 

area  and  to provide the opportunity for 

continuing education and self -

improvement. 
 

Chineham and Old Basing NWR is a small 

and friendly group. We meet at 2pm on 

the first Monday of the month in the 

relaxed atmosphere of someone’s home. 

We also meet at other times for lunch 

and ad hoc trips, as well as having a 

Reading Group meeting in the evening 

every 4th Thursday. The last book was In 

Cold Blood by Truman Capote. 
 

In September our topic was Inspiring 

Women from the last 50 years. Each of 

us researched someone and said why 

they were inspirational. We learnt more 

about Greta Thumberg, Victoria Wood, Liz 

Johnson, Musala Yousafzai, Michele 

Obama, Rita Levi-Montalcini, Maya 
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Angelou and Edna Adan Ishmail. In 

October the discussion topic is Poland. 
 

Come along and try us - we could just be 

what you are looking for. More 

information can be found at  

www.nwr.org.uk. For specific information 

about our local group please contact 

Sandie (sandra.tapping@gmail.com) or 

Karen (01256 328488).   
 

Sandie Tapping 
 

World Sight Day 

45 million people in the world are blind, 

90% live in areas with little or no access 

to treatment, 80% of blindness is curable 

and preventable, 66% of the blind are 

women or girls, 1.2 billion need glasses 

to see better. World Sight Day, now in its 

7th consecutive year, comes once again 

to Basingstoke on Thursday 10 October, 

staged by the Basingstoke Lions Club in 

Old Basing Mall (by Boots). Between 9am 

and 3pm the Club’s stand will act as a 

collection point for redundant spectacles, 

both prescription and non-prescription; 

unwanted sunglasses will also be 

welcome. All will find their way via the 

Club’s partnership with Medico Lions 

Clubs de France to countries where so 

many have no access to spectacles. 
 

In addition, visitors to the stand will find 

information leaflets on sight loss, small 

items of equipment which can assist with 

the daily living challenges of visually 

impaired people and advice on sources 

of help available locally. Various sight loss 

organisations, including Open Sight, The 

Macular Society and Helping Hands for 

the Blind are supporting the day through 

the supply of literature and equipment, 

and opticians in the town are offering 

their usual support. Around 1/1.30pm 

the Club’s very own “Lennie the Lion”, 

who’s had a fairly busy summer 

appearing at various local events, may be 

spotted ‘on the prowl’, when he drops in 

to the opticians involved to collect their 

haul of spectacles already donated by 

their own customers. 
 

On a more global scale the aim of this 

day, on which Lions Clubs around the 

world conduct various sight-related 

projects, is to focus attention on the 

global issue of avoidable blindness and 

visual impairment and thus raise 

awareness about the importance of eye 

health and the need for quality eye care 

services for all. The projects include 

vision screenings, eye health education 

programmes, and the donation of 

assistive devices to those with vision 

impairment. So the call goes out once 

more to the people of Basingstoke: take 

your unloved, unwanted, unused 

spectacle to the Lions’ stand – they will 

find another home. Such a simple act can 

change the lives of the ultimate recipients 

beyond measure.  
 

Ann Vicars 
 

Chineham Conservation Group 
2019-20 Woodland Working Season. 

Looking for a more interesting way of 

getting fresh air and exercise, learning 

new skills, meeting new people, and 

doing something to support your local 

community? Get involved, help preserve 

our unique local nature reserves to 

maintain the right conditions for the rich 

wildlife to continue to thrive. We will meet 

at Mongers Piece on the following 

Sunday mornings, starting at 10.00am: 

• Sun 13th Oct 

• Sun 20th Oct 

• Sun 10th Nov 

• Sun 17th Nov 

• Sun 8th Dec 

• Sun 15th Dec 
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Please wear clothes and boots suitable for 

the weather, and bring your own drinks. All 

tools and thorn-proof gloves are provided. 

For more details of how you can help, or join 

one of our work parties, drop us an email to 

chinehamcg@gmail.com or check out our 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/

groups/13548227979/  
 

Helen Davies 
 

Chineham WI 
Many of our members gathered at the 

Spruce Goose for dinner one evening in 

late August. We had planned to visit the 

local fire station to hear about the work of 

the fire fighters, but sadly this was 

cancelled at short notice, due to 

unforeseen circumstances. We enjoyed 

the evening nevertheless and look 

forward to visiting the fire station in the  

spring.   
 

Chineham WI have a team of five 

competing in the annual Skittles 

competition in late September. This is the 

preliminary stage played against other 

local WIs. Last year we came second to 

Basingstoke Evening WI. Good luck to 

this year's team. On Sat 16th Nov we are 

holding our annual Christmas Craft Fair at 

Chineham Village Hall between 11am 

and 3pm. We are welcoming a few new 

crafters this year to join previous 

favourites. All the crafters are local and 

have been invited on the basis of the 

quality of their work and value for money 

of their products. Everything is made by 

hand, not by robots, and you'll find very 

little plastic at the fair (apart from a few 

buttons - probably recycled)! Some items 

can be personalised too, making them 

extra special. Chineham residents have 

been very enthusiastic supporters of the 

fair in past years and we hope you will be 

this year. Please visit us for unique, eco-

friendly, inspirational gifts for you, your 

family and friends, all at a local venue for 

one day only. Secret Santa has found 

excellent gifts at our Christmas fair in the 

past! Free entry and free parking 

(including sleighs)! 
 

You don't have to be "crafty", nor to make 

jam or bake cakes, to join the WI. So, if 

you're curious to see the many and varied 

activities we enjoy, you are very welcome 

to come and check us out for only £3 

(about the price of a coffee) in the 

Shaftesbury Room at Christ Church, 

Chineham from 7.30—9.30 pm on Mon 

28 Oct. Chineham WI usually meet on the 

fourth Monday of the month at Christ 

Church.  Future meetings include:  
 

28 Oct: Poetry Readings celebrating 

National Poetry Day on 3 Oct. 

25 Nov: Craft Evening 

16 Dec: A Musical Christmas Celebration 
 

Pam Malcolm 

 

St Mary’s Junior School 
St Mary’s C of E Junior School, Old 

Basing: open afternoon and morning 

for Year 2 parents. Do you have a child 

due to start Year 3 in September 

2020? If so we would like to invite you 

to one of our sessions for current Year 

2 parents on Wednesday 9th October, 

at 1.30pm or Tuesday 19th November 

at 9.15am. This will be a chance for 

you to see the school in action and 

hear from members of the school 

community prior to making your 

application for a Year 3 place. If you 

require any further information please 

call the school office on 01256 

465092. We look forward to 

welcoming you to St Mary’s CE Junior 

School. 
 

Gemma Lillywhite 
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Kids’ Chat! 
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Chineham Chat Extra – October 2019 
 
Occasionally we have too much material to fit into the printed magazine, or material arrives 
after we’ve gone to print. We’ve decided that when this happens we will include the extra 
articles at the end of the online edition, in a Chineham Chat Extra section. 
 

What’s your escape? 
 
 
Mine has to be singing. Singing in the car, especially when I’m going to be late for an 
appointment or knowing that I have a wealth of house work waiting for me on my return. 
Singing when the kids are eating (or refusing to eat) their dinners. Singing to settle the kids 
at night. Singing songs to get me through a tedious task or encourage the little one to put on 
their shoes for the 10th time! 
 
It’s through song that life just seems that much more manageable. Having sung in choirs 
throughout different periods in my life, I have to say- daunting as it first seems-it is so worth 
it for the buzz! It’s a time where nothing negative enters your mind as you are immersed in 
song (even if it’s because the lyrics/tune/weird and wonderful harmonies take up all your 
concentration) and it’s a time when YOU can be the artist singing their heart out no matter 
how bad in reality you might sound on a solo arena tour in front of thousands! 
 
It’s this passion and an unexpected opportunity that led me to take on leading my own choir 
and now, around 6 years later (and two children later) to relaunch directing one again. As 
well as my own selfish need to sing, bringing voices together only strengthens the power of 
song. Singing with others unites, reassures, comforts and can bring about emotions you try 
to lock up much like a support group or therapy. 
 
Having been a primary school teacher and now a stay at home mum, I have thrown myself 
into my job and rarely set aside time for me. And although leading a choir takes up more of 
my time and can add to the nerves and insecurities, it all disappears once that rehearsal is in 
full flow. To sing, listen and get goosebumps from voices in harmony really is a joy and to 
watch and hear singers getting the same buzz from it, is why I do what I do! 
 
Yes it’s a huge rush to get the children sorted for bedtime each week and can feel like a drag 
on a winter’s night when you’ve had no sleep and you’d rather just to curl up on the sofa 
and find something on Netflix! BUT....each week it’s worth it! I know my mind has escaped 
and flourished and, in doing so, has helped me look after ME. 
 
So whatever your escape is, be it the gym, playing hockey, writing etc. make time for it. Push 
yourself as the evenings get darker and look after you, your mind and in turn each other! 
 
If you have yet to find your escape, belt out a tune when noone’s listening, duet with your 
partner on a long car journey or join your local choir-it could really do wonders for your well 
being! 
 



Kathryn Brittain  
 
 
Brittain’s Voices Community Choir rehearse on Tuesday evenings at Great Binfield’s Primary 
School from 7:30 to 9:00pm All welcome and no musical experience required. Please 
contact brittainsvoices@hotmail.com for further information or find us on Facebook or 
instagram. 
 

Year R Open Morning - Bramley Church of England Primary 
School 
 
If your child is 4 or will turn 4 before 1st September 2020 they can start school in September 
2020. Applications open on the 1st November and the deadline for on time applications is 
the 15th January 2020. 
  
We are holding open morning on the following days; 
Wednesday 16th October at 9am 
Tuesday 22nd October at 9am 
Tuesday 12th November at 9am 
Friday 15th November at 10.30am 
  
This is an opportunity for you to visit the school, meet the staff, pick up a prospectus and 
hear a short presentation by the Executive Headteacher. If you are unable to attend, please 
contact the school to arrange an individual appointment.  
  
Please phone to school on 01256 881339 to book your place on our open day. 
  
We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

A Tarrant 
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Now that the Holidays are over we see that the ‘normal’ traffic density is back and with it the 
difficulties on our two main roundabouts is making life difficult for drivers once more. The promised 
adjustments appear nor to have been made so once more I will be approaching HCC Highways to a) 
follow up on their pledge to “tweak” the traffic light sequences to try to avoid the back-ups across 
the A33 and b) repaint the lane markings that have faded in a matter of months that drivers rely on 
in darkness and rain combined and are almost impossible to see. 

 

As we approach the end of this year, all the Borough Councillors will be preparing for the all-out 
elections in May 2020 that came about from the Boundary Commission review in 2016/7. This will 
result in a reduction of 10% in the overall number of Councillors but will balance the proportion of 
representation of electors to Councillors across the Borough. The Chineham Ward is not changing as 
we have the correct balance her of voters to Councillors. 
 
More details will be appearing in the press and your mail over the coming months. 
 
 
Paul Miller 
Borough Councillor 
01256 467400 
07777 659022  
Cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  
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