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The kingfisher caught by a kitten in Petty’s Brook. The bird was rescued by the cat 
owners and returned to the wild. See page 36. Photograph by Norman Hargraves 
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October 2013 
Many of us feel there is too much development without due regard to infrastructure or 
quality of the environment in which we live. But the planners have surely excelled 
themselves in their genius to build a pedestrian crossing on the A33 between the Crockford 
(red army) roundabout and the traffic lights at Popley Way. Approaching from Chineham you 
turn the bend on the Crockford roundabout and will be immediately confronted by the 
pedestrian crossing. Not only is it an accident waiting to happen, but yet another obstacle 
on the busy A33 to disrupt traffic flow. 
 
Add to that the extra traffic from the proposed building of 810 homes at Razor’s Farm and 
Cufaude Farm (exit through Chineham or Crockford Lane to the A33) and 1,050 homes at 
Redlands and around the incinerator/sewage works exiting onto the A33, that’s at least 
another 2,400 cars on this already busy section of the road. And that’s without the 
overloading of Chineham schools, a sewage treatment works that already fails EU 
standards and other essential services becoming stretched beyond their useful capacity. 
Complete madness. Make sure you respond to the Local Plan consultation which BDBC 
says will enhance our environment! 

Dennis Clapp 

Please Note 
The views expressed in Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team do not ac-
cept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in Chineham Chat. Copyright on all 
original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 
October Entertainment: 
Monday 7: Bingo in the Lounge Bar 
starts 20-30. 
Saturday 12:  Quiz night in the lounge 
bar starts 20-00, £1-00p per person 
entry fee.   
Thursday 17: Senior Citizen Bingo 
starts 13-00 in the lounge Bar. 
Saturday 26: Family Disco in the 
Lounge Bar starts 19-00. 
Sunday 27: Children’s Halloween Party 
in the community rooms starts 15-00, 
free to members children only. 
 
Mike Fayter 

 
 

Chineham Village Hall 
Table Top Sale Sunday 20 October: 
10am – 12.30pm .  Have you reserved 
your table yet? Contact our booking 
line, 01256 842745 (please leave a 
message if out). The closing date is 4 
October. Admission for buyers is 50p 
to include a free tea/coffee. Please 
see noticeboards and website for 
details and to check status of event 
after 4 October. 
 
If you are interested in attending any 
of our regular events that have made a 
welcome return to the halls after the 
school holidays, the timetable is 
shown below, with contact details 
where available. 
 
Main Hall 
Monday:  Gym Minis, AM, Shelley Kerr 
-07769 916299; Pilates – 12-1pm, 
Pam Steele – 07841 665343; 3rd 
Chineham Brownies, Jennie Tubbs – 
01256 331984; 1st Chineham Guides, 
Sandie Jackson – 07811 648398. 
Tuesday:  MAD Academy, AM , Sarah 

Maskell – 07737 416657; Zumba, 6-
7pm, Rina Mistry – 07971 553658; 
Aerobics, 7.30-8.30pm Tracey 
Kavanagh – 07707 681070.  
Wednesday:  Bopping Babies, 10.15-
11.30am Polly Thatcher – 07757 
593840; Weight Watchers, 6.45-
8.15pm; Zumba, 8.30-9.30pm, Rina 
M i s t r y  –  0 7 9 7 1  5 5 3 6 5 8  
Thursday: Slimming World, 9.30am 
and 11.30am, Faith Howard, 07966 
933994; Little Pumas, 4-6pm, Kate 
Scorse -07887 993207; 2nd Chineham 
Guides, 7-9pm, Christine Robertson – 
07936 708855. 
Friday: Lyndon School of Dance, 3.45-
6pm, Debbie Palmer – 07717 
803080; Kickbox Fitness, 6.30-
7.30pm, Aidan Hudson – 07910 
054694 
Sunday: Karate, 6.30-8.30pm, Sam 
Mansfield – 07919 338556 
 
Community Rooms 
Monday to Friday: Linguatastic, 
daytime, Fiona Bierman – 07979 
725088 
Monday: Craft Circle, 1st & 3rd 
Mondays of the month, 7.30-10pm,  
Janice Hens-01256 352257; 1st 
Chineham  Rainbow Guides, 5.30-
6.30pm, Victoria Ketherman – 01256 
812944. 
Tuesday: Caterpillar Music, 11am-
12noon, Jasmine McCarthy – 07952 
935021. 
Thursday: Yoga, 7-8.30pm, Maria 
Webster – 07771 921185 
 
Lynne Hughes 
 
 

Did You Know 
Your mouth produces 1 litre (1.8 pints) 
of saliva a day. 
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Buy or Rent? 
I live in a two bedroom property in 
Chineham. Many of my neighbours do 
not own their properties now, they are 
tenants. As I look around Chineham, 
many properties have “Sold” signs and 
then soon after a “To Let” sign goes 
up. Is there really a property boom or 
is it just that people are buying 
multiple properties as an investment 
instead of having pension schemes? 
 
What chance is there of people finding 
their first time purchases in Chineham 
if all the smaller properties are only 
“To Let”? 
 
Name and address suppl ied. 
  
 

Chineham WI 
Christmas Fair. This year we will be 
holding our Christmas Fair in the 
Chineham Scout Headquarters on 
Hanmore road on 23 November, 
1:30pm to 4:30pm. 
 
A chance to buy your presents from 
local crafts people, have a cup of tea 
and a cake. 
 
We still have space for exhibitors so if 
you would like to have a table please 
contact, Elaine eadev@sky.com or 
Janet robandjan@icloud.com. 
 
The ladies of Chineham continue to 
meet on the fourth Monday in the 
month at Christ Church, Reading Road, 
Chineham, at 7:30pm, share lots of 
activities, and generally enjoy 
themselves. Feel free to pop along and 
see if you would like to join us. 
 
Elaine Devenport 

Razor’s Farm Opposition 
Might I praise the efforts of the small 
group of local people who voice the 
concerns of many against the impact 
of the proposed development of 
Razor’s Farm and other adjoining land. 
Most of us are concerned about what 
the future holds in terms of 
congestion, overcrowded schools and 
other community services. Few of us 
take up the mantle because of apathy 
and the belief that there is nothing 
that we can do to stop it. Thanks to 
Jessica and her colleagues. 
 
Frank Hynes 
 
 

Trolley Dolly 
Further to the recent comments about 
abandoned shopping  t ro l leys 
degrading the neighbourhood,  this is 
addressed to the young man wearing a 
blue T-shirt with the number 72 on the 
back, seen pushing his young lady 
towards the childrens playground at 
Mattock Way in one.  
 
While the idea of not using your car for 
s h o r t  j o u r n e y s  i s  m o s t 
admirable, would you in future, please 
return the trolley to the shopping 
centre after delivering your girlfriend 
to her intended destination. 
  
Name withheld 
 
 

Too Polite? 
Were you all too polite or didn’t you 
notice? The butterf ly on the 
September issue of the Chat was a 
Small Heath and not a Gatekeeper. 
 
Dennis Clapp 
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Speedwatch 
Speedwatch is a nationwide initiative 
aimed at giving local communities the 
ability to monitor and affect the traffic 
in their local area. 
 
The Chineham Parish Council (CPC) 
already employs an unmanned mobile 
speed monitoring device which is 
moved around the roads in the parish 
to collect data on the speed of local 
traffic. In a normal year it logs over 
100,000 violations. Some are trivial 
but others show that we have a small 
group of speeding road users who 
have the potential to cause a serious 
accident. 
 
It was because of this number of 
violations that the CPC introduced the 
Speedwatch concept to Chineham 
early this year. The CPC has invested 
in modern equipment to give our 
community Speedwatch volunteers the 
ability to monitor, log and store data 
on vehicles which regularly speed in 
our parish. In extreme cases this data 
will be passed on to the police for their 
consideration and possible further 
action. In August, for example, in one 
hour, our volunteers observed 8 
vehicles which significantly exceeded 
the speed limit. In the worst case a car 
was clocked at 45 mph in a 30 mph 
zone. 
 
As more and more houses are built in 
our area the potential for more cars to 
use Chineham’s roads increases and 
with it the risk of accidents and injury 
to those in the Chineham community. 
Speedwatch can help control the 
growth in speeding which has been 
observed in recent years but only if we 
increase the number of volunteers. 

Each session using the equipment 
needs 3 volunteers to operate the 
equipment and to record and verify the 
data collected.  
 
Will you volunteer a few hours every 
other month to help us? All volunteers 
are trained by the police and are never 
asked to stop, confront or discuss 
speeding incidents with drivers. 
 
If you would like to volunteer or need 
more information on what is involved 
in being a Chineham Speedwatch 
helper please contact Councillor Steve 
Oakley on Chineham 467584 or 
suesteveoakely@hotmaIL.com or Sally 
Jackson, Clerk, 01256 474500, 
clerk@chineham.gov.uk. 
 
Steve Oakley 
 
 

Dead Cat on A33 
On Friday 6 September at 07.45 my 
cat was killed by a car on the A33. The 
car that hit my cat did not have the 
decency to stop. 
 
I would like to say a huge thank you to 
the kind lady driver who did stop, 
putting her own safety at risk on a 
busy dual carriageway, picking up my 
cat, carefully wrapping her up and 
taking her to the Barn Animal Hospital. 
 
If it wasn’t for you I doubt I would ever 
have known what happened. I am 
extremely grateful and will never forget 
what you did for her. 
 
Thank you so much. 
 
Suzanne 
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Greening Campaign 
The  Green ing  Ch ineham 
Campaign began in September 
2010 with a small meeting of 5 
Chineham residents.  Since then, 
we’ve had new members join and 
we’ve engaged in several 
different projects, including:  
 
* Challenge Chineham: 10 simple 
energy saving actions residents 
pledged to take to reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions and help to save 
money. 
* Energy Efficiency in the Home:  An 
information event where speakers 
talked about insulation grants and 
solar energy and where residents were 
able to sign up for a free visit to their 
house by a team member baring a 
thermal imaging camera and/or a loan 
of an electricity monitor. 
* Water Efficiency in the Home and 
Garden:  An information event where 
residents could learn more about 
water metering and get tips on how to 
save water and money. 
* Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: An 
information event with presentations 
on local waste management, stalls 
with gifts using re-used and recycled 
materials and advice on composting. 
 
Sadly however, due to re-locations and 
commitments elsewhere, several of 
our members have had to leave us.  As 
such, we are keener than usual to 
have new people join! 
 
Our next project is all about 
encouraging people to “Bring a Bag” 
and avoid using the plastic bags 
offered by many shops in the local 
area.  According to The Daily Mail, 330 
million extra bags were handed out by 

shops in 2011. Plastic bags after 
being used – often only once, for 
a matter of minutes – end up 
being buried or burned in 
incinerators like those near to 
Chineham, costing us financially 
and health-wise.  Or, as we’ve all 
seen, the plastic bags end up 
blowing into trees and bushes 

creating eyesores and harming wildlife 
for generations (taking up to 1,000 
years to decompose). 
 
Greening Chineham isn’t a national 
group campaigning on climate change 
matters on a global scale.  We are a 
group of local residents from the local 
area working within the local 
community to make a difference 
locally. Our group is a friendly one, 
made up of members of different ages 
and backgrounds each offering 
whatever time/energy we can. We 
tend to meet on a monthly basis, but 
are keen to have people “join” our 
group even if they can’t meet with us 
every month and/or are maybe only 
able to share ideas via e-mail. 
 
Our next gathering is on Tuesday 8 
October, from 7.30pm at Four Lanes 
Community Centre, Chineham. If you 
are free that evening, do come and 
join us and share your ideas.  
Alternatively, please feel free to 
c o n t a c t  u s  v i a  e - m a i l  t o 
greeningchineham@hotmail.co.uk or 
telephone 354840. 
 
Fiona Biermann 
 
 

Did You Know 
It is impossible to sneeze and keep 
one’s eyes open at the same time. 
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Lock It or Lose It 
Motorists are failing to take on board 
crime prevention advice as a spate of 
car crime in Basingstoke continues. 
  
28 – that’s how many insecure cars 
and vans were broken into over a two-
day period in Basingstoke. 
 
Valuable items such as iPads, phones, 
wallets, handbags and sat navs which 
were left on display in these vehicles 
have been stolen. 
 
Officers from Basingstoke Police 
Station are today repeating their 
warning about valuables left in 
vehicles and the importance of always 
locking your car. 
 
This repeated warning comes after a 
spate of vehicle crime in Chineham, 
Lychpit and Sherfield-on-Loddon areas 
of Basingstoke and Deane. 
 
Inspector Marcus Cator said: “People 
are leaving cars unlocked with all 
sorts of valuables inside and on show. 
Officers have been patrolling in the 
area in response to this spike in 
incidents and have reported finding 
iPads, phones, wallets and handbags 
left on full view in unlocked cars. It’s 
beggars belief. Unfortunately, it only 
takes seconds for someone to open a 
door and steal your valuables. And 
there are people who are extremely 
opportunistic and will even walk along 
a street trying door handles.  
 
You also may find that your insurance 
policy isn’t valid if you have left your 
vehicle insecure. The simple message 
is lock it or lose it.” 
  

These theft from motor vehicle 
incidents happened mainly overnight 
between Friday 6 September and the 
early hours of Monday 9 September. 
 
If you see anyone acting suspiciously 
in the area – looking into cars or trying 
door handles – please call 101. 
If you have been offered any items for 
sale – iPads, phones, sat navs etc – or 
you have any information about who 
may be responsible for these thefts, 
please contact Basingstoke CID on 
101. 
  
Two men – an 18-year-old and 19-year
-old – both from Basingstoke, have 
been arrested in connection with 
these incidents. They are currently in 
police custody. Despite the arrests, 
please always keep your vehicle 
secure and never leave items on 
display as this will attract thieves. 
 
Brian Adams 
 
 

Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre 

To book a place visit Basingstoke 
Discovery Centre in Festival Place, or 
call 01256 478670. Advance booking 
is strongly recommended. To find out 
more about Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre and Hampshire Libraries visit 
www.hants.gov.uk/bsdc. 
 
Enjoying the Internet: Older People's 
Day: Tue 1 October. Four individual 
one hour sessions can be booked: 
9.30am Catching up on TV shows 
11am Finding new events and days 
out 
1pm Playing games and puzzles 
2.30pm Getting more from emails 



 

 

Gardening with Rosy Hardy. Thursday 
3 October, 2pm, £3. 
 
Macro Photography Workshop: 
Saturday 5 October, 10am to 4pm, 
£40. 
 
Floral Photography with Cath Farrow. 
Tuesday 8 October, 2pm, free. 
 
Aromatherapy Workshop: Saturday 12 
October, 1pm to 3pm, £6. 
 
Local and Family History Open Day: 
Sunday 13 October from 10am to 3pm 
- free entry. All day Information stands 
available for viewing. 
  
Knit a Mug-Cosy: Wednesday 16 
October, 2pm to 4pm, free.  
 
Spotlight on Diabetes: Thursday 17 
October, 2pm, free. 
 
How to Drive like a Traffic Cop: 
Saturday 19 October, 10am & 2pm, 
free.  
 
Solve Cryptic Crosswords: Sunday 20 
October, 11.30am to 2.30pm, £15 - 
concessions available. 
 
Family Pumpkin Carving: Sunday 27 
October, 11.30am, £6.50 per child or 
two for £11 - ticket price includes pre-
emptied pumpkin. For ages 4-11. 
 
Drumming Workshop: Wednesday 30 
October, 10am to 12.30pm, £3 per 
child - for ages 5-10. 
 
Meet Your Local Ghosts: Thursday 31 
October, 2pm, £3. 
 
Steven Hunt 

 

Autumn Craft Fair 
The Friends of Four Lanes Schools 
(FFLS) are holding an Autumn Craft 
Fair on Saturday 19 October from 
2.00pm until 4.00pm at Four Lanes 
Junior School Hall, Hanmore Road, 
Chineham. 
 
Entry costs 50p. For further 
information please contact Zoë Mawle 
via email ffls@sky.com. 
 
Zoe Mawle 
 
 

Pub Lunch for Probus Club 
With the holiday season reducing the 
speaker meetings, the Probus Club of 
Basingstoke instead had a summer 
pub lunch for members and partners 
at the splendid thatched Portsmouth 
Arms played host. 
 
Two people had birthdays on the day, 
member Mike Jarvis of Chineham and 
Jay, the wife of member Ron Hudson 
of Bramley.  
 
This is one of four specific occasions 
during the present season which 
involves the ladies. In addition there 
are organised trips several times a 
year when wives and lady friends are 
invited.  
 
Potential members can find more 
about this club for retired professional 
and business men by looking at 
www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com or 
phoning the secretary Gerry Anslow  on 
01256 325253. 
 
Paul Flint 
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Chineham Parish Council 
The public consultation for the draft 
Local Plan closes on Friday 4 October.  
Chineham Parish Council has given 
feedback as part of this public 
consultation and the comments have 
been posted on the Parish Council 
website.   
 
Changes to Council Tax Support: Some 
working age residents on low incomes 
are eligible for council tax support 
(previously council tax benefit). Since 
April 2013 the financial support 
received from government to run the 
council tax support scheme has been 
reduced, creating a funding gap. The 
Borough Council has to consider how 
the funding gap should be addressed. 
Any reduction in council tax support 
will affect the amount of financial help 
given to households on low incomes, 
so if the council tax support scheme is 
changed the Borough Council must 
consider which people it should help 
and how this should be funded. People 
of pension age will not be affected by 
these changes.  
 
Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council 
are very interested in your thoughts on 
the options and proposals.  Your views 
will help shape the local council tax 
support scheme for this borough. The 
consultation runs until Friday 25 
October.  For more information contact 
t h e  B e n e f i t s  T e a m  o n 
benefits@basingstoke.gov.uk or 
01256 845377 or you can respond to 
the consultation and find out more 
about the proposals by following the 
w e b s i t e  l i n k  h t t p : / /
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/browse/
a d v i c e - a n d - b e n e f i t s / b e n e f i t s /
changes/council-tax-support.htm. 

Allotment BBQ: Cllrs. Paul Miller and 
Chris Tomblin attended the annual 
Chineham Allotments BBQ on Sunday 
1 September where they judged the 
competitions. Plot holders voted for 
the “Best Allotment” category and Mr 
Hargraves won the trophy for the 
second year running.  A good time was 
had by all.   
 
Street Light Improvement Programme: 
A major programme of works to 
improve street lighting across 
Hampshire is being carried out by 
Scottish and Southern Electricity on 
behalf of Hampshire County Council.  
Lanterns have already been replaced 
in a number of roads in Chineham.  At 
the time of writing, work is due to start 
to replace the older lighting columns 
and lanterns and households in all 
affected roads are starting to receive a 
leaflet advising of this work and 
explaining what will be involved.  To 
find out what is planned for your 
street, you can see the work schedule 
on www.lightsoninhampshire.co.uk. 
 
The next Chineham Parish Council 
meeting is to be held on 14 October.  It 
starts at 7.45 pm in the Community 
Rooms at Chineham Village Hall (the 
public session will start at 7.50 pm). 
 
The Parish Council is here to help the 
residents of Chineham, so if there is a 
Chineham issue you are concerned 
about, please feel free to contact the 
Clerk, Sally Jackson on 474500 or  
clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 
Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on  
assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk or 
324345 during office hours only 
please. The Parish Council website can 
be found at www.chineham.gov.uk. 
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Borough Councillor  
Martin Biermann 

All Chineham households should by now 
have received a newspaper from the 
borough council propagandising the 
merits of the public consultation version 
of the proposed Local Plan. 
 
Many residents may have felt that 
reading up about all the topics is 
somewhat tedious and others may 
believe that it is just not worth the effort 
because they will be ignored. 
 
I do hope that a good number of people 
have taken the trouble to at least help to 
highlight the nonsense of the proposals 
for Razor’s Farm and Cufaude Farm 
beyond. If either (and even more so 
both) of these were allowed, the further 
pressure on the Chineham infrastructure 
would be massive. 
 
An example of the resultant nonsense is 
the possibility of the expansion of both 
of the Chineham primary schools to 
accommodate four forms of entry. The 
county council usually has a limit of 
three forms and so this would be going 
even against their own guidelines. 
 
It may well be too late by the time you 
receive this Chat, but if not and you can 
still find the time to drop a line by the 
closing date of 4 October, please do so. 
If you are likely to miss this deadline but 
would still like to comment, please do so 
as it is possible that your remarks might 
still be considered by the Local Plan 
Inspector. 
 

Martin Biermann 
Tel: 01256 352434 
cllr.m.biermann@basingstoke.gov.uk 
www.spotlightonchineham.co.uk 
 

 

Borough Councillor  
Paul Miller 

Now the summer break is over, there 
are many activities under way in the 
local area that will hopefully improve 
facilities for us all. Resurfacing of local 
roads will continue and additional 
shopping facilities will appear this 
autumn on the A33 South of the 
C r o c k f o r d  r o u n d a b o u t .  T h e 
appearance of the additional traffic 
signals at this location is welcome for 
pedestrians and we trust it will not 
contribute to this already congested 
portion of the A33. 
 
The road maintenance is ,  I 
understand, part of the periodic road 
works necessary to keep the transport 
system running satisfactorily and not 
as a contribution to the upgrades 
necessary to support any potential 
further development in our area. 
 
This past summer has been 
particularly seasonal and we have 
been blessed with an abundance of 
fruit and vegetables. During some of 
my foraging expeditions, it was 
pleasant to meet with residents and 
chat about what I was going to 
produce from the fruit or berries. This 
opportunity allows us all who are able 
to preserve fruit and vegetables for the 
coming winter and enjoy “home grown 
produce”. 
 
Paul Miller 
Tel: 01256 467400 
Mobile: 07777 659022 
cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  
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County & Borough 
Councillor Elaine Still 

Maria Miller and I met with the 
Environment agency several weeks ago to 
ask them how they plan to tackle the 
phosphate pollution levels in the River 
Loddon and achieve good Ecological status 
for the river Loddon under the European 
Water Framework Directive. Maria  has 
been keeping up the pressure on the 
Environment Agency and they have 
confirmed that they are to consider new 
lower phosphate consent limits for 
Chineham Sewage Treatment Works.  
 
The Borough council is now consulting  on 
the Draft Local Plan and with the proposed 
new development to the East of 
Basingstoke many residents in Chineham 
have raised concerns with me regarding 
excessive levels of phosphate in the River 
Loddon and what impact high levels of 
house building will have on our 
Environment with increased sewage having 
to be treated at the Chineham works. 
 
So therefore it’s important that there is 
now agreement to consider reducing the 
phosphate consent limit for Basingstoke’s 
main sewage treatment works. This will be 
an important step in helping to improve 
water quality of the River Loddon. 
 
The Environment Agency will be working 
with a range of  partners to carry out 
options appraisal work for the Water 
Framework Directive and will  need to 
identify all the  options for achieving Good 
Ecological status by December 2013. This 
will be followed by a process involving cost 
benefit analysis and public consultation, 
before measures are implemented. 
 
Elaine Still 
Tel: 01256 880926             
Mobile: 07747 862913 
cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 
 
 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Cycle Treasure Hunt 

The annual Neighbourhood Watch 
cycle treasure hunt took place on 
Sunday 8 September and we were 
very lucky with the weather. The rain 
held off for the afternoon but the 
temperature had dropped making 
things much more comfortable for the 
100+ people of all ages who took part. 
We had the pleasure of welcoming the 
Mayor and Mayoress of Basingstoke 
and Deane, Cllr Dan and Julie Putty to 
the event, and it was the Mayor who 
set the riders off on their way with 
staggered starts between 2pm and 
2:30pm. 
 
The ride this year headed from 
Chineham across country to Popley 
Community Park and then into 
Basingstoke, returning to Chineham 
via Barton's Mill and through 
Chineham Woods, and as promised, 
the vast majority of those that took 
part agreed that they had seen 
stunning parts of the surrounding area 
that they never knew were on their 
doorstep. Following many hours of 
route searching by our two main 
organisers, Ian Josey and David 
Spokes, we managed to ensure that 
the vast majority of the ride did not 
take place on public roads, but instead 
made use of cycle ways and footpaths. 
Once again we managed to complete 
the afternoon without any major 
incidents, a credit to all the careful 
planning and hours of preparation that 
was put in by numerous people prior 
to the event taking part. 
 
As usual, this was a treasure hunt, not 
a cycle race and prizes were awarded 
to the top entrants with the  



 

 

competition being exceptionally close 
this year - 1st and 2nd place being 
decided by a single point. The prizes 
were delivered on Tuesday 10 
September by members of the NHW 
committee after the winners had been 
notified, once again the Mayor being 
kind enough to make time for this. 
 
So finally I would like to offer my 
heartfelt thanks to the many 
volunteers who gave up their time to 
organise and marshal the event, the 
local businesses who were kind 
enough to donate prizes for the 
winners, the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Basingstoke and Deane for their 
support and attendance and last, but 
not least, the people of Chineham who 
came out on a Sunday afternoon to 
discover areas nearby they never knew 
existed (and who knows, perhaps one 
or two may consider getting involved 
with Chineham Neighbourhood 
Watch). 
 
See you next year. 
 
Chris Bale 
 
 

Overgrowth Problem 
As organisers on receipt of feedback 
on the Cycle Treasure Hunt we are 
again pleased to know that it was 
universal ly  enjoyed and your 
preference for a mix of cycleways and 
woodland trails matched our own 
perception of how surrounding areas 
of Chineham are best appreciated.  
 
We had anticipated several good Wow! 
factors but were very disappointed this 
year on seeing the terrible state of 
vegetation overgrowth around and 
across access paths and Pettys Brook, 

making even walk ing  loca l l y 
sometimes prohibitive. Neighbourhood 
Watch created this event to promote 
awareness of the local environment, 
encourage use of new and improved 
facilities to realise what can be 
achieved without a car. 
 
The neglect of parts of Chineham’s 
natural assets is therefore preventing 
the exploitation of local facilities. In 
contrast we were very impressed with 
the outskirts of Popley that show 
e v idence  o f  Loc a l  Au thor i t y 
improvements in Marnell Park and 
Basing Wood.  
 
We encourage local residents to 
register their observations and 
complaints about byways, footpaths, 
cycleways, other perimeter access 
routes and Petty’s Brook that appear 
to be deteriorating, and write to the 
Local Council, Water Authorities and 
The Environment Agency.  
 
Chineham Neighbourhood Watch web 
http://www.chinehamnhw.org.uk/
links.html 
 
Ian Josey and Dave Spokes 
 
 

Streetclub 
For enthusiasts of social media there 
is now streetclub. You can chat, share, 
buy, sell, organise events and more. 
 
Joining is easy and free. Simply 
register at streetclub.co.uk and follow 
the instructions. The local club name 
is Chineham. 
 
Martin Lee 
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Minister’s Message 
A couple of months back in the August 
Chineham Chat I wrote about holidays 
and using them for rest, renewal and 
relationships. I have just got back from 
a week’s holiday in Northumberland 
and can honestly say that in different 
ways at different times those things 
were there. 
 
But as I reflect on all we saw and did, 
t h e  b e a u t i f u l  s c e n e r y ,  t h e 
opportunities to sit and read and so 
on, the most significant event was 
spending the best part of 24 hours 
with one of my brothers and his wife in 
their home. They have been living in 
their home for over four years and I 
had never been there. It seemed a 
good place to stop off at on the long 
journey back from Northumberland so 
we paid them a visit. 
 
The time seeing their home, chatting 
with them and then meeting up with 
one of my nephews whom I haven’t 
seen for a number of years made me 
realise again the importance of family. 
I know that families can be hard and 
relationships need working at but in 
those moments I realised again how 
valuable family relationships are and 
how good it is to keep working at them 
and keeping the relationship going be 
it with parents, children, siblings or 
wider family. 
 
Having spent time with them I was 
glad that I had taken the effort to get 
there but also that I had taken the 
effort again this year to arrange for 
myself, my three brothers and our 
wives to have a weekend together at 
the beginning of November. We do this 
once a year and all agree that it is 

great to catch up, to share not just 
memories but also aspirations for the 
future, though as we all get older it is 
more the former than the latter! 
 
There is a verse in the Bible which 
reads “How good and pleasant it is 
when brothers live together in 
unity” (Psalm 133v1) and while it may 
relate to the wider brotherhood of 
shared faith nonetheless it is true of 
human life as well. It is good when 
families live and share together in 
harmony and even more so because in 
our modern world families can be 
scattered round the country and even 
the world. 
 
So I enjoyed the holiday, the rest and 
refreshment, but more I enjoyed the 
renewed relationship with members of 
my family and am encouraged to keep 
working at those relationships. 
 
I hope this may also encourage you to 
work at the relationship with your 
family. 
 
Ian Bentley 
Minister at Christ Church Chineham 
 
 

Christ & Community  
Church Activities 

Welcome to Christ Church Chineham! 
  
During October we will be continuing 
our look at Galatians – this is a 
challenging letter which reminds us 
that there is only one gospel and one 
way of salvation through what Christ 
has done for us. We have two services 
on Sunday mornings – our 9am 
services tend to be quiet and  
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reflective. They finish by 10am and 
include a service of Holy Communion 
every other week. Our 10.30am 
services follow the same theme, and 
there are groups for children of all 
ages from 0-18+ (no charge).   Take a 
look at our website for a copy of the 
sermon programme.   On Tuesday 29 
October we will be holding a service of 
Holy Communion at 11am – all 
welcome. The service will last for 
around half an hour.  
  
Coffee and Co, our Monday morning 
cafe, is open from 9.30am to 11.30am 
every Monday during term-time.  There 
are delicious cakes and “posh” coffee 
on sale, with drinks and craft activities 
for the children, and a selection of 
books, cards and fairly traded 
groceries on sale.   
  
CCBBies is our Thursday morning 
group for pre-school children and their 
parents/carers from 10am to 
11.15am – they meet every Thursday 
during term time. Activities include 
free play, refreshments, a Bible story, 
prayers, songs and crafts. There is no 
charge and all are welcome! 
  
Who let the Dads out? Pre-school 
children and their Dads are invited to 
join us on Saturday 19 October from 
10am to 11.30am for play, friends and 
bacon butties!  There is no charge – all 
welcome. 
  
Kids’ Club: Children at primary school 
are invited to join us for fun and 
games (including table tennis, crafts, 
table football, Wii, pool, music and 
much more!) on Saturday 19 October 
from 5-6.30pm. The entrance fee is £1 
– bring some extra cash for tuck and a 

hot snack and bring a friend too!   
  
Messy Church: On Monday 14 October 
families are invited to come along to 
find out about Jesus and the Bible in a 
fun and messy way! Doors open 
3.45pm for refreshments/games, 
crafts/activities from 4.15pm, supper 
is served at 5.15pm and it is time to 
go home at 5.45pm. There is no 
charge, although donations towards 
the cost of the food are always 
welcome. There is no need to book, 
but if you are coming and have a 
special dietary need it would be great 
if you could let us know in advance.   
  
TGIF Youth Club: Young people from 
year 6 upwards are invited to join us 
for activities from 8-9.30pm every 
Friday during term time. Entrance fee  
£1; bring some extra cash for tuck and 
bring a friend too!  All welcome. 
  
Our Prayer Room is open while the 
building is open. Everyone is welcome 
to come and sit quietly in prayer and 
reflection. On the subject of prayer, if 
you have any prayer requests please 
let us know and we will pray for you. 
Our next monthly prayer meeting will 
be on Monday 28 October from 8-9pm 
– everyone is welcome to join us as we 
pray for our church, our community 
and our world.   
  
“ R o c k  a n d  R o l l ”  w i t h  t h e 
Rokkits!  Come and dance the night 
away on Saturday 5 October from 7.30
-10.30pm with our friends “The 
Rokkits”! Tickets cost £5 per person 
available from Ruth in the office – BYO 
food/drink. It is sure to be a great 
social occasion!   
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Christ Church Christmas Tree Festival: 
Following the success of our previous 
Christmas Tree Festivals we are 
holding another one over the weekend 
of 7 – 8 December. Church and 
community groups have been invited 
to stage a Christmas tree that will then 
be available for all to see during the 
weekend. The weekend’s activities will 
include singing by children from local 
schools, Ooh Ma Ma Choir, Hands Up: 
Puppets 4 Jesus, our very own 
puppets, craft stalls and children’s 
activities. Homemade soup, bread and 
cakes will also be available. If you 
would like to stage a tree and do not 
have a booking form already please 
contact  Ruth in  the church 
office.   Come and join us, all welcome! 
 
We have a range of rooms that you 
can hire out on a one-off or regular 
basis. Perhaps you are looking for 
somewhere to host a children’s party 
or a special celebration meal? Or 
maybe you run a group that is looking 
for a venue? Our prices start from 
£7.25 per hour – that rate includes 
use of the nearby kitchen/snack bar 
and fairly traded tea, coffee and sugar 
are provided, as well as squash for any 
children.  A range of groups hire rooms 
on a regular basis including Breathe 
Easy (British Lung Foundation) and 
Brownies,  and U3A groups such as 
Family History, Rummikub and 
Patchwork. For details of current 
activities and room hire details take a 
look at our website or contact Ruth in 
the office.  
  
Thank you to everyone who continues 
to bring in items for our various charity 
appeals – as well as collecting used 
stamps and postcards, the tops from 

supermarket milk bottles, spectacles, 
food (e.g. snack pots, tins, tea, coffee, 
breakfast cereals) for the Camrose 
Day Centre, and bedding for May 
Place, the hostel for the homeless in 
Basingtoke town centre, ladies’ shoes 
and clothing for a “safe house”, we are 
also currently collecting socks (new 
and used, particularly men's socks) for 
May Place. You can drop your 
donations of bedding and socks into 
the Church office, or take them directly 
to May Place. We also collect used 
inkjet cartridges so if you have any you 
would like to donate we would be 
delighted to receive them.    
  
We will be sending shoeboxes filled 
with small toys, toiletries, stationery, 
sweets, hats, gloves and scarves to 
needy children in Eastern Europe 
again this year with the charity 
Mustard Seed Relief Mission. We are 
very grateful to everyone in the 
community who supports our annual 
campaign, many of whom collect and 
knit items all year round!  If you have 
any donations (e.g. toothpaste, soap, 
wrapped sweets, pencils, erasers) we 
would be delighted to receive them – 
we are arranging “shoebox filling” 
sessions on 7 October from 2-5pm and 
on 8 October from 7-9pm.  We also 
need lots of empty shoeboxes, and folk 
to wrap them (lid separately please) 
with Christmas paper. If you would like 
to fill your own box do contact us for a 
leaflet. The boxes will be sent on the 
lorry at the beginning of November so 
there is time for them to be checked 
and transported out to Romania and 
Moldova in time for Christmas.   
  
We are arranging some First Aid 
courses: 
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Emergency First Aid: 19 or 26 October 
Paediatric First Aid: 23 and 30 
November 
Contact Ruth for details of costs and 
for further information.   
 
For details about any of our services or 
activities please contact Ruth in the 
office (Christ Church, Reading Road, 
Chineham, RG24 8LT, 474280, 
admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk) 
or take a look at our website 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk.     
Also, you can find us on Facebook and 
Twitter @discover2013. 
   
Community Church  in the School. You 
will find us at our regular home of Four 
Lanes Junior School. We are a relaxed 
group of about 80 people across the 
age ranges, who meet to worship God 
in a lively and contemporary way. You 
will find that we place a high value on 
the contribution of each person and 
love to make room for the variety of 
who each person is when we gather. 
We have many young people, who 
contribute a lot to our shared 
community. To find us come to Four 
Lanes Junior School for 10am on 
Sunday or check out the web site at 
www.bccnet.org.uk/east. You are 
welcome to visit us anytime or to find 
out more online. If you have a 
particular prayer request then you can 
send us a message via the website 
and we will pray for your situation. 
Alternatively you can make contact via 
our office on 01256 316000 and ask 
for Phil Norris.  
 
Ruth Randall 
 
 
Did You Know: On average hiccups 
last 5 minutes 

Linguatastic, School of 
Languages 

 
The new term has well and truly 
begun. We have been delighted to 
welcome some new pupils to our 
classes, but have also enjoyed seeing 
our established pupils again after the 
long break. How time flies.  Those who 
were not much beyond the gurgling 
stage when they first joined our pre-
school groups a few years ago, have 
now started “big” school. And the 
“bigger children” have started even 
bigger school! 
 
On the subject of “bigger children”, a 
massive well done to the 5 pupils who, 
with only a few months to go before 
completing their language GCSEs and 
AS levels, came to Linguatastic for 
extra support and ended up achieving 
one/two grades higher than originally 
predicted by their schools. Now it’s the 
turn of the current Year 9s, 10s and 
11s to achieve their potential in 
coursework and exams. Bonne 
chance! Viel Glück! and ¡Buena suerte! 
 
Fiona Biermann  
 
 

Relate 
Struggling with your relationships? 
Relate can help with Relationship 
Counsel l ing  for  couples and 
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  Y o u n g  P e o p l e ’ s 
Counselling free for ages 11-25, 
Family counselling supporting the 
whole family and Sex Therapy.  
 
Call us on 0845 0704327 or email 
a p p s @ r e l a t e n e h a b . o r g . u k  o r 
visitwww.relatenehab.org.uk. 
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Chineham Odours 
I sympathise with Col. Chapman over 
his unsavoury experience during the 
summer. I agree with him that the 
Chineham Energy Recovery Facility 
should not cause any nuisance to your 
readers and other neighbouring 
residents. As he correctly states, the 
ERF is specifically designed to contain 
any odours, so it's very unlikely that 
the Facility could be the cause of his 
unfortunate experience.  
 
Col. Chapman also raised his concerns 
directly with Hampshire County Council 
in July, and I'm pleased that we were 
subsequently able to jointly reassure 
him that the ERF could not be 
responsible for these offensive smells. 
 
Andy Macqueen  
Facility Manager, Integra North ERF  
 
I too experienced unpleasant smells 
as I approached Chineham on the A33 
from the north at 10.30pm on 
Wednesday 4 September. The smell 
was evident from the top of the hill, 
past the incinerator to the traffic lights. 
If not the incinerator is it the sewage 
works or some other unknown source? 
Ed 
 
 

Basingstoke Variety Show 
This annual concert in aid of the 
Mayor’s Charity Appeal, is on Saturday 
5 October at 7.30pm in the Anvil, 
Basingstoke. 
 
Tickets at £12 adults, £8 senior 
citizens and under 16’s are available 
from the box office on 844244. 
 
Samuel Cullington 

Conservation Work Party 
Chineham and Popley Conservation 
volunteers next work party is on 
Saturday 12 October 10am-1pm. Tea, 
coffee and biscuits provided. Please 
wear old clothing. All tools provided. 
We will be working on the pond in 
Tollhouse Meadow, Chineham. Wellies 
might be a good idea! Any questions, 
please contact Helen 358048 or Ann 
07718194207. 
 
Helen Haider 
 
 

Jazz 
S a m m y  R i m i n g t o n  w i t h  h i s 
international jazzmen is visiting 
Basingstoke Irish Centre, Council 
Road, Basingstoke RG21 3DH on 
Tuesday 22 October at 8pm. 
 
They will be playing in aid of 
Basingstoke Stroke Support Group. 
Tickets £15, available from 0794 
2040779 or blackbird@waitrose.com. 
 
Anne Bennett  
 
 

Jack & the Beanstalk 
Hook Players will present the 
traditional Pantomime ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk’ at the Elizabeth Hall, Raven 
Road, Hook at 7.45pm on  29 and 30 
November  and 5, 6 & 7 December.  
Matinees on Saturdays at 1.45 pm  
Tickets £12 and £9 (Matinees) from 
the Box office on 07709214679, on 
www.hookplayers.co.uk or from Trees 
newsagents in Hook. Father Christmas 
and raffle aimed at children at the 
Matinees to add to the fun.  
 
Wilma Jordan 
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Four Lanes Parking 
I would like to appeal to all parents 
who used the private car park area at 
the end of Cibbons Road to drop their 
children at Four Lanes School. 
Although they may think that they are 
only popping in and out and don’t see 
the harm, they do not realise the 
annoyance caused and cost incurred 
to the residents.  
 
This car park does not form part of any 
Hampshire Highways or Council land 
and the cost for maintaining the area 
is down to the resident. The extra flow 
of traffic twice a day has seen the car 
park surface suffer considerably over 
the last 12 months. A recent quote to 
resurface the area was £12,000 so 
any contributions from parents would 
be gratefully received! And if they don’t 
want to pay please don’t use it! 
 
Name and address supplied 
 
 

Shopping Centre 
The unnamed writer suggests some of 
the empty shops be demolished to 
provide a green space for people to 
eat their lunch. 
 
Why when there is a huge space at the 
side of Tesco - large enough and 
extremely quiet. 
 
No need to demolish any shop/s. 
And if Tesco wants to expand they can 
build another storey on top of the 
existing store as many of their other 
stores have done already. Problem 
solved. 
  
Jacky Roach  
 

Great Binfields Primary 
School  -  Open Mornings 

Is your child due to start school in 
September 2014? If so, we have 
arranged some Open Mornings 
between 9.30 and 11.30am on the 
following dates: 
          Friday 11 October 
         Tuesday 22 October 
         Thursday 7 November 
 
This is an opportunity to see our 
school at work and to talk to some of 
the pupils who will be conducting tours 
on these days. The Headteacher or 
Assistant Headteacher will be 
available to answer any questions you 
may have. 
If you are not able to visit on any of the 
above days, please contact the school 
office on 01256 460532 and we will 
be happy to book an alternative 
appointment for you. 

 
Helen Worgan 

 
 

Café Scientifique  
We hold meetings the last Monday of 
the month (excluding bank holiday) 
at The Tea Bar, 9-13 London Street, 
Top of Town, Basingstoke, from 7pm 
for 7.30 start. 
 
Our next talk is 
Mon 28 October: Chris Warwick, 
Culham Centre – “Fusion Power – 
Within Our Grasp?” 
Further information about Basingstoke 
Cafe Scientifique talks and local 
groups can be found at www.cafesci-
basingstoke.org.uk.  
 
Bob Clifford  



 

 

Nature Notes 
I was invited onto the Allotment Site 
and was pleasantly surprised. Instead 
of  stately rows of beans, leeks and 
potatoes, the plots were more like 
p i c t u r e s  o f  o l d  c o t t a g e 
gardens;  f lowers  mixed wi th 
vegetables to provide colour and keep 
away the pests. I was envious of a tall 
support covered in sweetpeas. 
Considering the bad winter and spring, 
t h e  g r o w t h  w a s  i n c r e d i b l e . 
Congratulations to you all and I hope 
you have bumper harvests. 
 
I was lucky to have visits in my garden 
from a Peacock butterly, Small 
Tortoiseshells, a Painted Lady, some 
Brimstones and a Red Admiral. There 
should have been more but the 
Buddleias flowered too early. Those 
butterflies and moths that relied on 
these scented flowers had to hunt 
elsewhere, so I purchased some new 
nectar-rich plants. Despite dead-
heading and watering often, the 
Buddleias were too dry to produce 
flowers until the rain arrived. 
 
T h e r e  w e r e  l o t s  o f  s m a l l 
brown butterflies darting about the 
long scruffy area alongside the path 
from Thornhill way to Guinea Copse. 
They were so quick, I couldn't make a 
positive identification, but I think they 
were Small Heaths. 
 
One butterfly missing from the 
allotments was the Cabbage White 
(Small White) for which they must be 
grateful, but there have been many 
flying about in this area. A pest that I 
was shocked to see in a pot was a 
Cardinal beetle. It was promptly moved 
across the road! I have seen several 

strange Ladybirds, including one that 
must have just entered adulthood and 
was waiting for the wings to dry and 
change from orange to the familiar 
red. 
 
At this time of year wasps turn from 
being pollinators to  pests as they have 
been evicted from the nest and are 
starving. They will only have a short 
time to live, so, when the first one 
hovers round me, I put some jars 
with  jam inside at the bottom of the 
garden. There seemed to be so many 
this year that I was adding more jam-
filled jars twice a day. It was lucky that 
my cupboards were full of crabapple 
jelly that was not popular with 
humans, but adored by the wasps. By 
rewarding them meant that we 
were able to eat alfresco without any 
trouble. 
 
I have seen lots of Creeping Thistles 
this year on the roadsides, so I hoped 
to spot Goldfinches when the flowers 
turned to seed (thistledown) but 
despite driving through the back lanes 
of  Hampshi re ,  Wi l tsh i re  and 
Oxfordshire, I have been unlucky. 
 
Many thanks to Mr. and Mrs Hargraves 
of Renown Way for sending photos of a 
Kingfisher rescued from their kitten. It 
looks like a male, but I should be 
grateful if you could tell me the colour 
of its legs. There have been nests in 
that area for some time, so it's good to 
know there are still occupants . 
 
Please send your sightings to me on 
ginny.wright2@btinternet.com or 
479562. 
 
Ginny Wright        
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Four Lanes Community 
Centre  

Coach Trip: Gunwharf Quays: Saturday 
9 November. The coach will leave Four 
Lanes at 9:00am and departs 
Gunwharf Quay at 4.30pm. 90 
designer outlets, 30 cosmopolitan 
bars and restaurants, a 14-screen 
cinema, 26-lane bowling complex, 
contemporary art gallery, comedy club, 
casino and nightclub. Cost £12.00 per 
person.  
 
Coach Trip: Bath Christmas Market. 
Saturday 30 November. The coach will 
leave Four Lanes at 8:30am and 
depart Bath at 4.30pm. 129 
traditional wooden chalets adorn the 
streets; each one offering unique, 
handmade and unusual gifts, 
decorations and food items. Cost 
£15.00 per person.  
 
Family Fun Day: Saturday 9 November, 
11.00am to 3.00pm. A chance to try 
new activities and have fun together 
for parents/carers and children. Bring 
a packed lunch and stay all day.  Just 
turn up on the day! 
 
Childcare Course: Level 1 – Working 
with children – 10 week free course. 
Start date to be confirmed. For more 
information or to book a place please 
contact us.  
 
Messy Play: 5 week course starting 8 
November. Free. Messy Play is 
inexpensive and open ended—joint 
programme for both parents/carers of 
pre-school children. 
 
Make Take and Bake: 5 week course. 
The aim of this course is to promote 
an awareness of healthy eating whilst 

fostering an enjoyment of cooking 
together. Each session is hands on as 
parent/carers and their child work 
together to create a dish which can be 
taken home and eaten together. All 
resources supplied!  For more 
information or to book a place on the 
course please contact Four Lames 
Community Centre. Starts 10 January,  
9.30-11.30. Free. 
 
Zumba: Mondays, 8.00pm to 9.00pm. 
Ring Community Office for more 
details. Cost £40.00 for 10 weeks. 
 
Get My Digital SLR on to Manual: 5 
week course. An introduction to Digital 
SLR/Bridge Camera photography.  
Starts Monday 30 September, 7.00pm 
to 9.00pm. Cost £45.00. 
 
Intermediate Digital SLR: 5 week 
course. Starts Wednesday 2 October, 
7.00pm to 9.00pm. Cost £45.00. 
 
Creative Digital Imaging: 5 week 
course. Starts Tuesday 1 October, 7pm 
to 9.00pm. Cost £45.00. 
 
Fitness Freestyle Yoga: (Infant Hall) 
Freestyle Fitness Yoga is a yoga based 
fitness class without the spirituality.  
Mondays 8.10pm to 9.10pm. Costs 
£5.00 per week on a pay as you go 
basis. See www.taylored-fitness-
training.co.uk or contact Louise on 
07590 714078 if you have any 
questions. 
 
Pilates: (Community Room at Junior 
School). All abilities welcome. 
Tuesdays 7.00pm to 8.00pm. Cost 
£5.00 per week pay as you go. 
 
Fitsteps: (Junior Hall) All the moves  
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from ballroom and latin dances set in 
a fitness class. If you have never 
danced before, no problem, you are 
taught the moves and everyone 
dances at their own level. For more 
information contact Helena on 0118 
9 8 8  9 7 4 4  o r  
Helena.housego@btinternet.com. 
Thursdays, 7.45pm to 8.45pm. Cost 
£6.00 per class or £20.00 per month. 
 
Hot Yoga: The class is held in a heated 
environment and focus is on correct 
breathing, traditional standing and 
lying postures. Quickest result in 
strength and flexibility and a great 
detox. Classes will run Tuesday 
6.15pm – 7pm and Wednesday 
7.30pm – 8.30pm. It is essential to 
book as places limited. Please 
telephone Suzy on 07837719716. 
 
Virginia Wyatt Tel: 810499 
www.fourlanescentre.com 

 
 

The Sound of Music 
With songs like My Favourite Things, 
Do-Re-Mi, The Lonely Goatherd, 
Sixteen Going On Seventeen and the 
title song, The Sound of Music has to 
be the best-loved musical of all time. 
The film starring Julie Andrews was a 
phenomenon, with the sing-a-long 
version still packing in audiences, 
encouraged to dress up as their 
favourite characters and join in with 
the action on screen.  
 
Now you can enjoy The Sound of Music 
performed live on stage at The 
Haymarket by BATS - Basingstoke 
Amateur Theatrical Society - from 12 
to 23 November. 
 

Maria is played by Laura Newborough 
whose beautiful singing voice 
impressed audiences in Little Shop of 
Horrors earlier this year. BATS 
newcomer Peter Francis brings plenty 
of stage experience to the role of 
Captain Von Trapp. 
 
Prepare to shed tears as Tracey 
Gonzato, playing the Mother Abbess, 
gives a moving rendition of Climb Ev’ry 
Mountain. Kirsty Kingham plays 
Baroness Elsa Schraeder and Ian 
Moseley plays "Uncle" Max. 
 
Dozens of local youngsters aged from 
5 to 18 auditioned for the roles of the 
Von Trapp children back in June. Two 
teams have been selected to share the 
performances over the 12 show run. 
The children have been perfecting 
their harmonies, practicing their 
dances and preparing to melt the 
hardest hearts. 
 
Discounted family ticket.  Choose from 
Saturday and Sunday matinées. A 
family ticket offers savings of up to £8 
per family group (x4 tickets. At least 
two must be children - book by phone 
or in person).  The usual range of other 
discounts for seniors, students and 
groups are also available. Full price 
tickets: £15, £17 or £19 (£12 or £14 
for 16 and under). 
 
12 performances of The Sound of 
Music run from Wed 13 – Sat 23 
November at The Haymarket, including 
two Saturday matinées and two 
Sunday matinées on 17 November. 
 
More information at www.bats.net or 
call The Haymarket or Anvil box office 
on 01256 844244. 
 
Laura Balment 
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Old Basing RBL Social Club 
It seems like the summer is now a dim 
memory, and here we are with winter 
and Christmas looming. So with that in 
mind here are a few of the events we 
have coming up. 
Friday 11 October: Race Night.  
8 December we will be holding our 
childrens Christmas party. 
21 December is our over 18’s Rat 
Pack Night featuring Douglas. 
 
You don’t have to wait for one of these 
events to use the club; we are always 
pleased to receive new members.  
Anyone can join. Our club offers a 
friendly atmosphere with regular 
entertainment, sporting events shown 
in the bar and low drink prices. For 
further information pay us a visit and 
see for yourself the facilities our club 
members enjoy or contact us on 
0 1 2 5 6  4 6 5 8 0 0  o r  e m a i l 
obrbl_socialclub@btconnect.com or 
look us up on facebook.  
 
Tracey Merritt, Club Secretary 
 
 

Tea Party & Craft Fayre 
Why not join us for a tea party in aid of 
Naomi House from 2pm-5pm on 
Sunday 20 October at Old Basing 
Village Hall? 
 
Entry is £2.50 and includes a cup of 
tea and a delicious homemade cake, a 
chance to look round a lovely selection 
of craft stalls and a raffle with some 
exclusive prizes. 
All proceeds to Naomi House and 
Jacksplace hospices for children and 
young adults with life limiting 
conditions from across Hampshire. 

For information, please contact Sue 
Denny Sue@enchantedhearts.co.uk or 
T i n a  S t a r b u c k 
Tina.Starbuck@naomihouse.org.uk or 
check out the Naomi House website 
www.naomihouse.org.uk. 
 
Tina Starbuck 
 
 

Basingstoke Embroidery 
Guild 

Are you interested in Stitching and  
Textiles? Then you must come and 
visit your local branch of the 
Embroidery Guild. In October we are 
lucky enough to be hosting Kim 
Thittichai,  a renowned mixed media 
textile artist who works with fabrics 
that she can manipulate with heat to 
form new creations. This will be 
followed up with a workshop at the 
beginning of November. Workshops 
are a great opportunity to meet like-
minded people, have some fun and 
learn new skills. 
 
We meet at Popley Fields Community 
centre between 1.30 and 3.30 on the 
third Thursday of the month. Members 
also enjoy a Stitcher’s  Parlour on the 
morning of the meeting where we can 
spend quality time stitching and 
sharing ideas and skills. 
 
We are a very friendly group and 
welcome one and all to visit and find 
out more about us. Next meeting 
Thursday 24 October . Visitors £5. For 
further information please contact 
Mary Barker Tel: 01256 471576. 
 
Mary Barker 
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Sight Awareness Week 
5-13 October  

Lions and the Lions Club International 
Foundation are committed to the 
prevention and cure of preventable 
blindness. It has been a main 
objective of Lionism since 1917.  
 
Effective prevention is of course the 
golden bullet. To this end Lions have 
promoted education programmes and 
funded the provision of water wells. 
Drinking and using dirty water is a 
prime cause of an amazing amount of 
blindness. This month Colombia 
became the first of six current target 
countries in the Americas to be 
declared clear of onchoceriasis (river 
blindness) – a real milestone against 
th i s  te r r ib le  a f f l i c t ion .  Bu t , 
improvements in living standards and 
poor diet, have led to an increase in 
diabetic retinopathy. So the struggle 
goes on. 
 
On the cure side of the equation, Lions 
have funded Eye Banks. They have 
also developed a programme for 
recycling eyeglasses, Spectrek, and 
eye camps at which sufferers can be 
treated for cataract, trachoma, 
glaucoma etc. and given eyeglasses 
where appropriate.  
 
On World Sight Day (Thursday 10 
October) our Club will have a stall in 
Basingstoke between Debenham’s 
and Goldsmiths. We’d be delighted if 
you dropped by our stall for a chat and 
perhaps to pick up some information 
leaflets and bring along any redundant 
pairs of spectacles. 
 
Philip Wilson 

Ian Collins, Old Basing 
Scout Group 

I am sure many of you will have heard 
the sad news of the death of Ian 
Collins.  Ian was a well known face of 
Scouting in the village and had been 
Group Scout Leader at Old Basing 
since 1985. He had recently 
announced his retirement from this 
role from September. Unfortunately 
and sadly he passed away in August 
before we were able to celebrate with 
him all the momentous times that 
many had shared with him.  
 
We would like to continue to celebrate 
his life and role in the Scouting 
movement; therefore we have placed 
a condolence book in St. Mary’s 
Church, Old Basing. If you wish to write 
a message or a memory about Ian 
then please do. The book will be at the 
church until the 31 October when it 
will then be sent to Ian’s family. If 
there are any photos you may have 
that you think his family may like or 
you would like to put with the book 
then please place them in the 
envelope at the back of the book, 
descriptions and dates on the back of 
the photos would also help.   
 
Ian will be greatly missed by everyone 
who knew him all those in Scouting, 
especially by Scouts, Cubs and 
Beavers in Old Basing both past and 
present. 
 
Paula McBride 
 
 

Did You Know 
On average you speak almost 5,000 
words a day—although almost 80% of 
speaking is to oneself. 
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