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July 2016 
Hopefully by now everyone will have heard the good news! After applying for 

planning permission to build a new back-up gas-fired generation facility in 

Chineham Park. (just across the railway line from many Chineham residents and 

in close proximity to a number of businesses such as a day nursery) Centrica have 

now withdrawn the application altogether. In the statement given by the company 

credit for the decision was given to the voices of the local community, who in 

many cases have been very vocal with their concerns. Congratulations to all those 

who raised cogent objections to the proposal, and let’s hear it for community 

power!  
 

If only some of our other local issues were as cleanly resolved. This month we have on-

going concerns about travellers and worries about travelling ourselves as road works 

really gear up in a number of places around Chineham! Not to mention that perennial 

issue of dog mess in our beautiful green spaces. At least the new zebra crossing on 

Thornhill Way is finished and should in theory provide a safer crossing for those 

journeying to school, village hall or similar. Let’s hope so anyway!  
 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 

Entertainment events in July at the club 

are as follows: 
 

Monday 4: Bingo in the lounge bar at 20.00 

Saturday 16: We have an Open Day on the 

field in support of our nominated charity: 

Saxon Wood School. The fun starts at 14.00 

and there will be a number of activities 

including a bouncy castle, tug o’ war, beat 

the goalie, face-painting, tombolas and a 

BBQ. Admission is free so please come along 

and help support a really worthwhile cause. 

Thursday 18: Senior citizens’ bingo and 

lunch in the lounge bar at 13.00 
 

John Prince 
 

Chineham Village Hall 

Air Ambulance Yellow Bin - a few residents 

are still fly tipping at the side of this bin. The 

charity asks for clothes and textiles so why 

anyone would leave a child’s wooden cot 

beside the bin is anyone’s guess. Clothes 

and textiles should be bagged up and put 

IN the bin, not left beside it. Please take 

unsuitable items to the amenity tip in Wade 

Road as most residents do. The CCTV 

camera will be checked and fly tipping 

reported.  
 

The summer school holidays will soon be 

here and most of the children’s activities in 

the halls will close for the summer break. If 

your children attend any of these sessions, 

please check with organisers to confirm dates 

when these will start again in September. 
 

Most adult activities in the halls, such as 

Aerobics, Slimming World, Zumba, etc., 

continue throughout the year, so if you are 

interested in attending any of these sessions, 

please see the noticeboard for timings and 

details. 
 

During the summer holidays there is 

obviously increased availability if you wish to 

hire the halls for parties and other activities. 

You can find out more by contacting our 

Booking Clerk on 07935 328172, or 

completing an enquiry form on our website 

www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk. There is 

also a Calendar of Events on the website 

where you can check availability. 
 

On a personal note: When I was on the 

central island of the new zebra crossings 

recently, a van accelerated to get over the 

crossing before I stepped onto it. This was 

closely followed by a Mercedes that 

seemed to be travelling at great speed 

which also accelerated when I had stepped 

onto the crossing. I quickly stepped back, a 

child wouldn’t have made it!  As this was 

around 5pm it may have been someone 

coming from the business park rather than 

a resident, but we all need to be aware and 

slow down when we approach these 

crossings to avoid causing an accident – 

that was the reason we needed them in the 

first place.  
 

Lynne Hughes 
 

Chineham Library 

It seems amazing that the Summer 

Reading Challenge is upon us once again. 

It runs from 16th July to 18th Sept, and 

has a Roald Dahl theme this year. Children 

are asked to read six books during this 

time, and are able to earn a medal and 

certificate at the end. We will also be 

running some exciting competitions, with 

prizes from places such as Tesco and 

Milestones Museum. Do encourage your 

children to take part. Also, for the 

Challenge to run successfully we still need 

more volunteers, so if you would be able to 

offer us just two hours per week we would 

be delighted to hear from you.  
 

A successful Father’s Day themed craft 

session took place on 4th June. The next 

craft session will be the ‘Bright Bird 
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Bonanza’ on 2nd July, when the children 

can make colourful birds to help us 

decorate the library and to take home. The 

session will take place between 10am and 

12noon, and is aimed at primary school 

age children. There will be no Saturday 

session in August due to the Summer 

Reading Challenge, and instead there will 

be weekly drop-in crafts on Wednesdays 

between 10am and 2pm, commencing on 

27th July. I will let you know next month 

when the Saturday sessions recommence. 

The Saturday storytimes aimed at 

preschool children will continue as normal, 

and remain at the regular time of 10am to 

10.30am. From Tuesday 19th July to 30th 

August, the Library will not be holding the 

regular three rhymetime sessions. Instead 

there will just be one session, alternating 

between the under 1 and over 1 age 

groups. These will take place at 10am. 
 

Regular adult groups meeting this month 

are the Crime Reading Group and the 

CHIPPS reading group for parents and 

young children. The Crime Reading Group 

meets on 2nd July from 10.30-11.30am, 

and the CHIPPS group on 6th July between 

10-11am. The Crime Reading Group will 

meet as normal in August, but CHIPPS are 

taking a break. Colour and Create are also 

meeting on 6th July, at 2-4pm, and then 

taking a break for the Summer. You are 

very welcome to attend any of these 

meetings, and to obtain further 

information from staff. 
 

Age Concern are breaking for summer at the 

end of the June, and will return again on 7th 

September. If you have any enquiries for them 

it will be best to contact the area office on 

01256 423874. The Thursday morning craft 

groups are also not meeting during this time. 
 

We hope that you have a very enjoyable 

summer, and hope to see you in the 

Library during that time. Please follow us 

on social media to keep up-to-date with the 

latest information.  
 

Cathy Foster 
 

Neighbourhood Watch 

Volunteering is Good for You! Volunteering 

can be used to gain work experience or to 

widen social circles, but its effects may go 

far deeper. Many studies by respected 

organisations that include the NHS, the 

WRVS and the NCVO have shown that 

people who volunteer on a regular basis 

are rewarded with better mental health, 

increased confidence and self-esteem 

and enjoy longer, more fulfilling lives. Is it 

time for doctors to prescribe 

volunteering? 
 

Do you live in Petty’s Brook Road, Fennel 

Close or Renown Way? This month, 

C h i n e h a m  &  S h e r f i e l d  P a r k 

Neighbourhood Watch is looking for 

volunteers willing to coordinate NHW 

schemes in all or part of these three 

roads. Existing NHW coordinators, our two 

PCSOs and possibly the Police Cadets will 

help you to canvass residents and set up 

your new scheme. It costs nothing to join 

as leaflets, stickers and street signs are 

funded through the organisation. Running 

a scheme is basically forwarding Bcc 

emails to your residents. Meetings in the 

Village Hall are entirely voluntary. Please 

help our police to tackle crime in these 

difficult times by coordinating a NHW 

scheme to raise awareness of local issues 

and enable effective, speedy, two-way 

communication between residents, 

police and other agencies. Scheme 

members are also able to share 

information about missing pets and 

possessions. 
 

Laura Romney 

chinehamnhw@bdnw.org.uk, tel. 817893 
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Chineham WI 

The monthly meeting in May is traditionally 

our AGM and this May we completed the 

formal business promptly and then spent 

some time socialising during the tea break. 

This was followed by a quick quiz and a draw 

to decide which of the 9 volunteers would be 

in each of the two teams for stage one of the 

annual Hampshire Federation Quiz. We had 

a full team consisting of five members, 

Chineham A, and a second team of four, 

Chineham B. I'm delighted to report that 

Chineham B came joint 7th and Chineham A 

won the stage! Chineham A will go on to 

compete in the next stage later in the year. 

Well done everyone!   
 

Following our success making the 

handmade Christmas tree which was 

deconstructed and sewn up to provide 

blankets for the homeless, some of the 

members who enjoy knitting, crochet and 

sewing have been making twiddlemuffs. A 

twiddlemuff has lots of buttons, pompoms, 

beads and ribbons attached to both the 

inside and outside of the muff. The 

twiddlemuffs are used by dementia patients 

to keep their hands warm while also giving 

agitated hands something to play with. The 

twiddlemuffs have been donated to 

Basingstoke Hospital and to residents of 

Pemberley House Care Home in 

Basingstoke. Members have worked as a 

team with some knitting or crocheting the 

muffs, while others sew on the attachments. 

The staff and residents at Pemberley House 

have been particularly appreciative of the 

time and talents of our team. 
 

It is customary for each WI to celebrate the 

anniversary of their inaugural meeting with a 

birthday party, often inviting members from 

other local WIs. Members of our WI have 

been delighted to attend birthday parties at 

Hatch Warren and Sherfield-on-Loddon WIs 

recently. Chineham WI will be celebrating our 

7th birthday party in September. 
 

If you would like to join in the fun, please 

come along to any of our regular monthly 

meetings at Christ Church, Reading Road, 

Chineham at 7:30 pm, where you will be 

warmly welcomed by a lively group of 

local ladies. We offer a varied programme 

including intellectual topics, craft 

demonstrations and social events. Our 

upcoming meetings include: 

25 July: How Do You Take Yours? (Tea) 

with Terri Read 

22 August: Annual Outing (meeting not 

held at Christ Church) 

26 Sep: 7th Birthday Party 
 

We look forward to meeting you. 
 

Pam Malcolm, Chineham WI 
 

Volunteer for BRASACC 

Basingstoke Rape and Sexual Abuse Crisis 

Centre are recruiting volunteers for their 

next Training Programme. BRASACC 

provides support and counselling for 

anyone over 16 who has suffered rape, 

sexual abuse or sexual assault. We also 

support parents or partners who have 

been affected. 
  
The skills that you will learn on our training 

programme will be invaluable in everyday 

life! The course we offer is professional 

and includes outside speakers bringing a 

clear dimension to the service that we 

provide. It is challenging and will enable 

you to grow in confidence to work with 

people. 
 

BRASACC is a registered charity, and 

volunteers are the basis of the whole 

organisation and without their dedication, 

time and effort BRASACC would not 

survive. If you would like further 

information please contact the BRASACC 

office on 01256 423810. We look forward 

to hearing from you. 
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Greening Chineham 

 

The first signs of hot weather and we 

immediately think about saving 

water! Saving water also means 

we can save money too. According 

to the energysavingtrust.org.uk it is 

possible to save nearly £50 a year 

in the kitchen: about £30 simply by 

using a washing up bowl instead of 

running the tap, about £7 by filling 

the kettle with only the amount of 

water needed and by using the 

washing machine for one cycle per 

week (not possible in all 

households) it can save £5 on energy and 

£7 on metered water bills. Worth thinking 

about. 
 

If your shower takes hot water straight from 

the boiler or water tank, unlike an electric 

shower, by fitting a water efficient shower 

head you can use less water but still have 

the sensation of a powerful shower. If a 

family of four has 20 showers a week it can 

be possible to save around £80 on gas for 

heating the water and around £120 on 

metered water bills. I have some FREE 

E.ON Showersave heads to give away if you 

want to try, as well as some FREE 

SallyShower Timers to measure the time 

spent under the shower—reducing shower 

time by one minute each day per person 

could save £8 on energy bills. If you have 

an older style toilet with a 7.5 litre capacity, I 

also have some FREE Hippo water saving 

bags to fit in the cistern. All freebies will be 

on a first come first served basis, just 

c o n t a c t  m e  o n 

jeanmartyn123@btinternet.com and use 

the money you save to enjoy the hot 

weather. 
 

June Plant Swap at Christ Church: Thank 

you to everyone who supported the plant 

swap which was well attended and great 

fun. It was interesting to see people sharing 

tips as well as plants and exchanging 

'green' ideas. Plastic knives were used by 

some for plant labelling, pots were recycled 

and people discussed having a 

shared compost bin when living in 

a flat with only a balcony for 

gardening. Others talked about 

sharing herbs grown on a window 

sill in accommodation with shared 

kitchens and even the merits of 

making a soapnut organic 

pesticide were discussed. 

Definitely worth doing again! 
 

Jean Wilde 

 

Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 
 

The Group had its open meeting on 

Wednesday 1st June and over 50 members 

enjoyed pastries and cakes while being 

entertained by Ken Wiseman with a 

nostalgic look back to the music and songs 

of the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s.  
 

The next outing is to Lymington and Barton-

on-Sea on Wednesday 13th July which will 

be followed on Thursday 11th August by a 

horse-drawn barge trip on the Kennet and 

Avon Canal. If you would like to join us on 

either of these please contact Kate 

Lambeth on 01256 328791. The next 

meeting is on 6th July at which Michael 

Wells will be giving a talk detailing the work 

done by the charity Canine Partners.  
 

The group meets on the first Wednesday of 

each month at Brookvale Village Hall from 

10am to 12noon and all retired Civil 

Servants and their partners are welcome.  

Further details about meetings can be 

obtained from the Secretary, Tony Brazier, 

o n  0 1 2 5 6  4 1 8 7 7 0  o r  a t 

bjmapbr@ntlworld.com. 
 

David Cowling 
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Nature Notes 

The birds in my garden have been frantically 

feeding another brood of fledglings. On 

several occasions a hen blackbird with a 

mouthful of food was chasing a baby as 

large as herself but it refused to co-operate 

and open its beak, yet two tiny blue tits 

perched on the edge of the gutter whilst the 

mother had only enough to feed one at a 

time. The large Elaeagnus bush was alive 

with the comings and goings of the house 

sparrows and whilst the youngsters waited 

for their meals, they were nipping at the 

(evergreen!!) leaves in imitation of the adults. 

Even the newest arrival, the nuthatch, was 

seen feeding a chick in the garden. It has 

been a fun time, although there is a heap of 

suet chippings under the feeders. It is 

interesting that during the earlier months it 

was sunflower hearts that were eaten most. 

A pair of siskins was spotted on the feeder, 

so I am hopeful that they might also nest in 

my numerous hedges. 
 

The ash tree came into leaf quite late, so I 

am hoping that the old saying may come 

true: "If the ash before the oak we shall have 

a good old soak, but if the oak before the 

ash we shall only have a splash". The hazel 

trees had all been very late with their leaves 

and I was worried that they were infected 

with another disease, but luckily after a good 

deal of rain, they burst forth into full leaf. 
 

Thornhill Way looked picturesque with the 

drooping copper beeches and pale green of 

the other trees joined by the pink hawthorn 

and buttercups. Tollhouse Meadow too had 

buttercups, but I did not think there were as 

many as last year. Although it may look untidy 

at present, the verges by the Tesco 

roundabout have a mass of wild flowers. As I 

drove past there I saw so many that I hope to 

count the species before the council cut that 

area. I did notice that a lot of areas round 

Basingstoke are now mowing round wild 

daisies and not over them. It will help the bees. 
 

Talking about bees reminded me that 

Hazel had some burrowing down into the 

soft sandy soil beside her back door and 

we wondered if they were mining ones. I 

think I have a bees' nest in the laurel bush 

at the side of my house. I am not going to 

investigate, but they are the white-

bottomed ones and they arrived at the 

time of swarming. As a result, I looked up 

remedies for bee stings and apart from 

honey, the suggestions are a paste of 

bicarbonate of soda, lavender oil, 

calamine lotion or raw onion. Remove 

sting first. If in mouth, suck on an ice cube. 

If a child has been stung, take it to the 

doctor. Vinegar is for wasp stings. 
 

In the back garden angelica (a herb) has 

grown to a height of three feet with lovely 

green heads. I read that the whole plant 

will now die and a new one will take two 

years to flower again. It did not reach six 

feet as promised, but there are lots of 

seeds. If you would like some let me know 

or if you would want to glace some stem. 

Even my tree peony produced twenty 

flowers, each lasting a day. Unfortunately, 

they were a pale yellow hidden amongst 

the profusion of large leaves. It has taken a 

number of years to reach this stage as well. 
 

The hedgehogs visit my garden every 

evening and are becoming less shy. There 

are two who come to the back and at least 

one at the front. They also leave visiting 

cards in Hazel’s garden, but she hasn’t 

seen them. By feeding them proper food 

regularly, perhaps they stand a chance of 

surviving in the quiet cul de sacs. If you see 

a hedgehog or anything else please let me 

k n o w  o n  4 7 9 5 6 2  o r 

ginny.wright2@btinternet.com. Thanks for 

reading. 
 

Ginny  Wright 
 



 

 

Basingstoke NeighbourCare 

 

Drivers: We provide a service for 

elderly people in your community, 

particularly those who find it difficult to 

use public transport or lack the 

confidence to go out on their own. We 

provide a driving service to pick them 

up from home, take them to their 

appointment and bring them home 

again, using our volunteer’s own car. 

We also take clients shopping, to 

social events such as lunch clubs, 

helping them remain part of their 

community. 
 

We need drivers who can spare a few 

hours a week during the daytime Mon 

to Fri and who have a car that is 

comprehensively insured and suitable 

for carrying an elderly person. In return 

we will cover your petrol cost from 

home; currently 45p per mile. Some of 

our drivers work shifts and can only 

offer one or part of a day per week but 

even this amount can help. You can 

choose what hours/days you are 

available and what duties you 

undertake. 
 

Befrienders: Would you have an hour a 

week free in the daytime Mon to Fri? 

Many elderly people would love to 

have someone come and see them for 

a cup of tea and a chat. You could be 

the first person they see that week 

who has time just for them! You will 

gain great satisfaction and help to 

relieve their loneliness. We try to find 

someone who lives near to you so that 

if you do not have your own transport 

you can walk to them, but if you have 

to use your car or public transport we 

will reimburse your costs. 
 

We need people who have time and 

patience and like talking to elderly 

people. You need to have good 

listening skills and be able to show 

empathy. We will provide you with 

training and support and match you 

with one of our clients. Our befriending 

coordinator will take you to your first 

meeting and support you as 

necessary. 
 

If you are interested in either of these 

opportunities please contact us on 

0 1 2 5 6  4 2 3 8 5 5  o r  e m a i l 

volunteering@neighbourcare.com. 

 

Ladies’ Football 
 

Want to play for your local ladies 

team?  Basingstoke Town Ladies had 

a successful 2015/16 season with 

both our teams. The First Team are 

Southern Region Premier League 

champions  and have ga ined 

promotion to the FA Women’s Premier 

League Southwest Division 1. Our 

Reserve Team had a great first season 

in the Hampshire County Women’s 

Football League Division 2 having 

been promoted last year. We are now 

looking to expand both our squads. 

Think you can compete in the Premier 

League? Or do you want to get back 

into playing football and expand your 

social life? If so, please come along to 

our pre-season training. We train every 

Wednesday and Sunday at the War 

Memorial Park in Basingstoke.  

 

Please contact Director of Football 

Craig Prall on 07552828885 or email 

basingstokeladiesfc@hotmail.co.uk to 

register your interest. Visit our website 

www.basingstoketown.com to find out 

more.  

 

Charlotte May 
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Chineham Parish Council 
 

Annual Parish Assembly: 

The Parish Council would like to thank 

Mr. John Dick from Crimestoppers who 

attended our Parish Assembly and 

gave a very informative presentation 

on the work of this organisation. 

 

Pedestrian crossing: 

The Parish Council is very pleased to 

report that work has been completed 

on the new zebra crossing on Thornhill 

Way close to the Village Hall. However, 

following a number of reports of 

inconsiderate driver behaviour, it is 

important (both for drivers and 

pedestrians) to note the following 

extract from the Highway Code:  

As you approach a zebra crossing 

•look out for pedestrians waiting to 

cross and be ready to slow down or 

stop to let them cross 

•you MUST give way when a 

pedestrian has moved onto a crossing 

•allow more time for stopping on wet 

or icy roads 

•do not wave or use your horn to 

invite pedestrians across; this could be 

dangerous if another vehicle is 

approaching 

•be aware of pedestrians approaching 

from the side of the crossing. 

 

Fly-tipping: 

We have received a number of reports 

of garden waste being dumped over 

the back of garden fences, as well as 

in various ditches and copses around 

the parish. This is regarded as illegal 

fly tipping and not only does this look 

unsightly for everyone else, if the 

ditches are full and we have heavy rain 

there is nowhere for the water to go.  

Garden waste can be taken to the 

Household Waste Recycling Centre on 

Wade Road (opening times: 9am-6pm 

until 30 September). 

 

Unauthorised traveller encampments: 

Unauthorised encampments are a 

matter of civil trespass between the 

landowner and the individual(s) 

illegally camped on the land. As the 

Parish Council does not own any of the 

land around the Parish, we can only 

report these encampments to the 

relevant authorities.  More information 

c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t  h t t p s : / /

w w w . b a s i n g s t o k e . g o v . u k /

encampments. 

 

Community Events: 

If you are holding a community event 

during the summer, please let us have 

the details and we can include them 

on our Parish Council website. 

 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 11 July 2016.  

The Meeting starts at 7.45pm and will 

take place in the Community Rooms at 

the Chineham Village Hall. 

 

The Parish Council is here to help the 

residents of Chineham, so if there is a 

Chineham issue you are concerned 

about, please feel free to contact the 

Clerk, Sally Jackson on 01256 

4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 

c lerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 

Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 

0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please.  The 

Parish Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 

 

Sally Jackson 
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St. Michael’s Home Care 
We are delighted to announce that on 

Thursday 19th May St. Michael’s Home Care 

received The Mayor’s Award to Business 

which is given to a local business that, in the 

opinion of outgoing Mayor Cllr Anne Court, has 

contributed to the well-being of the borough.  
 

The Mayor said she believed that St. 

Michael’s Home Care was deserving of this 

award because she was very impressed with 

the aims and ethos of the company towards 

providing quality care within the community 

on a commercial basis. She added that the 

innovative idea of forming this company to 

reinvest profits into the parent charity to 

ensure its future success is a very creative 

strategy which can greatly benefit the 

community as a whole. 
 

Dave Monkman, Chief Executive of St. 

Michael’s Hospice, and Dariusz Motyka, 

Registered Manager of St. Michael’s Home 

Care, were on hand to receive the Mayor’s 

Award to Business. Dariusz said he was 

delighted to receive the award “on behalf of 

all the dedicated staff who are passionate 

about improving the quality of home care in 

this area.” Dariusz also added, “when I was 

first approached by the Hospice with the idea 

of setting up a Home Care business which 

wasn’t to be guided by a desire for private 

profit, I was very excited and it thrills me every 

day to be doing a job which is making such a 

difference to so many lives.” 
 

The Mayor makes an award at the end of the 

year to up to three people who are felt to 

have made a contribution to life in 

Basingstoke but who would not necessarily 

otherwise be recognised. Past awards have 

gone to people who have worked in areas 

such as organising sport for young people, 

theatre and arts activities or contributing to 

village life.  
 

Sue O’Flinn 

Probus Club 
John Field, a retired solicitor from Ashstead, 

has been a magician for over forty years and 

gave the Probus Club of Basingstoke an 

informative insight into the history of magic.  
  

The first known magician is Dedi, in 2700BC. 

He was famous for cutting the head off a bird 

– then attaching another one so the bird 

could fly away. The secret? It’s all to do with 

the way a bird will tuck its head under a wing. 

The famous ‘cup and ball’ trick is 2,500 years 

old. “Which walnut has the pea under it” 

together with the “Find the Lady” card trick 

are all variations of the same idea. Another 

thing in common is that you can never win!  
 

Witchcraft suspects were pricked with a 

bodkin – a needle with a small handle to test 

for a numb spot where the Devil had kissed 

the witch. Initially the success rate was 

minimal, so the bodkin was redesigned, 

putting the needle on a spring to retract 

when touching anything. From then 

onwards, the fate of hundreds of innocents 

was sealed. 
 

In later years magicians made fortunes. 

William Ellsworth Robinson, shaved his 

head, grew a pigtail, dressed in Chinese 

robes and called himself Chung Ling Soo. He 

caught bullets in his teeth, and it paid 

extremely well – in 1912 he was earning the 

equivalent of £31,500 per week – until the 

day the trick went wrong and he was killed.  
 

John demonstrated his ability to mind-read 

random National Lottery numbers from the 

audience, getting all six numbers correct. He 

closed, with the help of an audience 

assistant, in a demonstration of the “cup 

and ball” trick. Even an observation at close 

quarters could not detect how it was done. 

See www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com for 

more information about this social club for 

retired professional and business managers. 
 

Paul Flint 
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County and Borough 

Councillor Elaine Still 

 

I am delighted to see the new Zebra 

Crossing on Thornhill Way up and running 

at long last. I have for several years 

campaigned for this crossing and was 

successful in securing funding last year. As 

part of the installation of the crossing, 

Hampshire County Council  will carry out a 

post completion Safety Audit. So if you 

have any comments to make on the new 

crossing that you feel need to be raised 

please send them to me and I will forward 

them onto the team. 

 

Travellers: As I write, I have been notified 

that the illegal encampment on Hanmore 

Road has been issued with a court date 

hearing on 14 June. 

 

School Travel Plans: I am very concerned 

about a fast stretch of road off the 

Binfields Roundabout signposted to 

Chineham village. I would like to see this 

stretch of the road put into the school 

travel plan for a safer journey to school. A 

Zebra Crossing is much needed in my 

view. Children from Minden Close walking 

to school cross over this very busy road to 

use the pelican crossing on the A33 near 

the Binfields roundabout. There has also 

been a recorded accident involving a 

student knocked down by a car. I have 

requested that this particular site along 

with another in Bowman Road is included 

in the school travel plans and I have been 

informed that both of these sites have 

been recorded for improvement on the 

District Statement. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747862913 

Website: elainestill.com 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
 

The recent disruption on the A33 will, 

as I have mentioned before, continue 

now at intervals until 2018. At a 

recent meeting with Hampshire 

Highways Officers on the closure of the 

A33 abeam Popley Way in mid-June, I 

requested that frequent detailed local 

briefings are made available to local 

Parish and Ward Councillors to allow 

our residents and businesses to have 

ample warning of the works.  
 

The rolling programme will follow the 

sequence Crockford Lane (Red Man) 

to Binfields to Thornhill Way to Taylors’ 

Farm roundabouts. As I understand it, 

the Crockford Lane and Binfields 

works will be started together but 

when the programme is finalised we 

will let you know. The disruption on 

these two roundabouts will, I suspect, 

cause delays in the short term but we 

were promised that in the long term, 

traffic flows will be smoother. At least 

the Black Dam improvements seem to 

work satisfactorily so far. 
 

The issues with Travellers camping out 

in Chineham is still giving us concern, 

but rest assured we take action 

immediately we see the infringement 

or as soon as it is reported to us – 

please continue to do so. The legal 

process that Hampshire County 

Council and BDBC have to go through 

depends on which land the Travellers 

use and unfortunately is not as rapid 

as we would like. 
 

Paul Miller 

Tel: 01256 467400 

Mobile: 07777 659022 

cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  



 

 

Four Lanes Community 

Junior School 
 

The children of Four Lanes Junior School 

have been history detectives over the 

past few weeks. They have been finding 

out about ancient civilisations like the 

Mayans and the Ancient Egyptians using 

many different research methods and 

piecing all the information together. Year 

4 have stepped back in time to 

experience life as a Tudor living in a grand 

manor house. 
  
Year 6 have been very busy this half-term. 

They have had a great time learning 

about the Mayan civilization. This has 

involved researching the different Mayan 

Gods, weaving and sewing. The pupils in 

Year 6 are sounding funny! They have 

been writing comedies (which really made 

us laugh) as part of Year 6 statistical 

studies. They have been creating amazing 

films, animations and soundscapes all on 

an iPad! They really loved it. 
  
This month, Year 3 have been learning 

about extraordinary explorers! They have 

been expanding their knowledge over the 

course of the half term. The students 

have been given a homework project to 

find out about other great adventurers. 

Also they have been preparing the 

children from Year 2 for their first year at 

Junior School by having joint playtimes 

and getting to know each other. The 

children have had a mind blowing time 

learning about explorers and they hope to 

do more fabulous work in the future! 
  
Year 4 have been finding out about the 

Tudors and have visited an exciting Tudor 

manor house called Ufton Court. They 

were able to do lots of different activities 

including picking herbs to create a posey, 

dressing up in Tudor-styled clothes (they 

even had beards) and finding treasure. In 

the manor house they found lots of secret 

priest holes and fake windows in the 

rooms. Some of the children especially 

enjoyed exploring the house and its 

strange hiding places. They also found out 

about how the old Tudor owners would 

have lived. The children had a marvellous 

time on their tremendous trip and loved 

going on their amazing adventure. 
  
Year 5 have been revising their 

knowledge of multiplication facts this 

month by solving tricky word problems. 

They also loved writing newspaper reports 

on the finding of Tutankhamun’s tomb. 

They were fascinated by the story and the 

amount of treasures found in his tomb, 

5000 in total. They have been learning 

new hockey skills and playing matches 

against each other on Tuesday 

afternoons which they have thoroughly 

enjoyed.  
  
Isabel Mansbridge, Alyssa Vivian, Neel 

Kygonahally, Toby Lamerton 

 

Anyone for Tennis?  
 

With Wimbledon upon us now is the time to 

dust off your racquet and get onto the 

court. Basingstoke Waverley Lawn Tennis 

Club has two hard courts and the only three 

grass courts in Basingstoke. This summer 

we are offering a wide variety of coaching 

classes for all ages from juniors to over 

35s, including an 8 week course for only 

£10.00. We shall also be holding an event 

on Saturday 16th July as part of the Great 

British Tennis Weekend where you can try 

tennis for free. 
 

For more information on courses and 

membership please visit our website at 

www.waverleytennis.org.uk or call Alex 

Haider, club secretary, on 01256 358048. 
 

Alex Haider 
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Minister’s Message 

 

One Thursday morning back in May I 

was listening on the radio to a 

discussion about Jose Mourinho 

starting as Manchester United 

manager being held up over image 

rights negotiations. Apparently Chelsea 

hold his name as a trade mark. This 

led to an interesting question of “what 

do you see as your image?” Things like 

“50 and in shape as long as round is a 

shape” came back. So I wonder as you 

read this what is your image? I’m sure 

some could come up with something 

witty.  
 

Mourinho is often referred to as ‘the 

special one’. While some may have 

that kind of positive self-image most of 

us don’t. Many of us suffer from what 

might be described as ‘little old me’ 

syndrome. We spend our lives putting 

ourselves down. Of course there are 

many things in the world in which we 

live which just confirm our view of 

ourselves. 
 

Recently I was watching a programme 

about the late Victoria Wood. In one 

sketch she walked into a boutique 

pointed to a skirt and asked “do you 

have that in a 14?” Julie Walters, as 

the shop assistant, roared in laughter 

and said, “this is a boutique not an 

elephant house!”. As with most 

humour there is more than a touch of 

reality in the sketch. We may not have 

a positive self-image and so many 

things will confirm it for us. 
 

So let me ask again what is your 

image? Whether it is positive or 

negative let me encourage you to read 

on. At Christ Church recently we have 

been looking at the Bible and at Paul’s 

letter to Christians in Colossae. While 

it was written centuries ago what he 

had to say to them, we think, has 

something to say to us today. God said 

to those people, “as God’s chosen 

people, holy and dearly loved” (Col 

3:12). Friends, that immediately 

knocks three negatives on the head. 

The idea that I’m not important, I’m 

not good and I’m not special. 
 

I have always played sport but even I 

at times have been in that awful 

situation where teams are being 

picked and I’ve been worried that no 

one will pick me! I’m not important 

good enough, valuable, wanted, and 

so on. How many more put me downs 

can I think of? Many of us are there in 

life aren’t we? There is nothing special 

about us. 
 

But God says no. He deeply loves each 

one of us so much so that he sent his 

special one, Jesus, to die for us so that 

we might be forgiven and restored to 

God as his chosen children holy or 

acceptable. 
 

You can’t get much more special than 

that someone has given his life for you 

can you? So next time you look at 

yourself in the mirror smile at yourself 

and say “I’m special, God loves me”. 
 

Ian Bentley 

(Minister at Christ Church Chineham) 
 

Christ Church Activities 
 

Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am—

no charge, all welcome! Groups for 

children and young people meet at the 

10.30am service. The 9am service 

tends to be quieter and more 

reflective. During July we will think 

together about the practical aspects of 

our walk with Jesus; how and why do 
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we pray, does God speak today, how 

do I deal with temptation, honouring 

my God in work and so on. Our 

sermons are recorded and are 

available on our website along with the 

s e r m o n  t e x t  a t 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk   

There will be a service of Holy 

Communion at 11am on Tues 26 July 

and lunch will be available afterwards 

at 12noon.   

 

Prayer: is there something you would 

like prayer for? Do let us know – 

contact details below. If you would like 

to come and pray you are most 

welcome: our Prayer Room is open 

whenever the building is open. Drop in 

to sit and pray in silence, or we can 

arrange for someone to pray with 

you. Prayer meetings are scheduled on 

a weekly basis throughout July on 

alternative Sun and Mon evenings, all 

welcome. Everyone is welcome to join 

us as we pray for our church, our 

community and our world. You do not 

have to pray out loud and prayers are 

led.    
 

Ladies’ Breakfast: Saturday 9 July, 

8.45 for 9am.  Breakfast talk for 

women: “And now for the surprisingly 

good news!” Sue Radford will share 

some thoughts about living her life 

with the God who surprises. Sue is a 

PR and media consultant and former 

Sky News presenter. There is no 

charge for the breakfast but donations 

are welcomed. Please let us know if 

you are coming so we  know how much 

food to get.  

 

Coffee and Co: Mon 9.30-11.30. 

Coffee and cake. The café is open to 

all, whether or not you are a member 

of the Church—you will find a warm 

welcome, plenty of people to chat with 

and toys for the children!   
 

Luncheon Club: Tues 26 July,  12noon, 

£4 adults, £2 children. A tasty two 

course lunch and good company! No 

need to book, all welcome. 
 

CCBBies: Thursdays 10.00-11.15am 

free of charge. A range of activities for 

pre-school children as we learn about 

Jesus and the Bible together. Parents/

carers are required to stay with their 

children, refreshments are served. 

There is always a craft for the children 

to take home at the end of the 

session. 
 

Messy Church: 11 July 3.45-5.45pm.  

Families are invited to join us for lots 

of messy fun as we learn about Jesus 

and the Bible together. Refreshments 

and games, activities and supper. All 

welcome, no need to book, but let us 

know about special dietary needs in 

advance please. 
 

Kids’ Club: Our next Kids’ Club will be 

in September – watch out for details 
 
 

Charity collections: we collect stamps 

(new and used), ink cartridges, 

postcards, spectacles, socks, tools, 

bedding, tins/packets of food, and 

supermarket milk tops for various 

charities. We can find a home for most 

things so if you have anything do 

contact us!   
 

Room hire: available on a one-off or 

regular basis. Prices start at £8 per 

hour (Community Rate) which includes 

use of the kitchen/snack bar where 

tea, coffee, sugar and squash are 

provided.  
 

Ruth Randall 
 

 

27 



 

 

Chineham Girlguides 

The Loddon Chineham Girlguiding district 

recently held a celebration of the Queen's 

90th birthday, which also celebrated the 

Senior Section being 100 years old. The 

Guides wrote some fantastic letters for the 

Chineham Chat [Ed's note: these are 
reproduced verbatim below!] 
 

On Monday 9th May 2016 we through a tea 

party to celebrate the queen's 90th birthday. 

The number of people that went to the tea 

party were 135 girlguides from rainbow, 

brownie guides and senior section. For the 

drinks we had water, orange and 

blackcurrant. For the food we had party 

rings, cripsy cakes and vegetables. The 

activities were singing and the royal 

chocolate challenge. At the start we made 

crowns with gems and sequins.  

From Ellie, Emily and Anastassia 
 

We had a tea party for the Queen's 90th 

Birthday! There were about 135 guests 

approximately!! We had a choice of 

blakcurrant, water, orange juice! The people 

at the tea party were rainbows, brownies, 

senior section and leaders. The activities we 

did were making crowns, singing jolly songs 

and eating. We also played the Royal 

chocolate game. We ate party riungs, sweet 

rolls, crisps, tomatoes, cucumber and cake. 

From Anet, Eliana, Emmy, Millie, Cameron 
 

At the Queen's Tea Party we celebrated her 

majesty's 90th birthday. We had lots of 

yummy food and drinks which were 

blackcurrant, orange juice and water with a 

birthday cake for her birthday party. The 

games that we played were the royal 

chocolate game and we had some songs 

and made crowns. There were rainbows, 

brownie guides, senior section and leaders. 

There were 135 people there in the 

Chineham villige hall. 

From Liberty, Anwen, Ruby, Ella, Poppy, Libby 

and Isabel 

On Monday 9th May all the Rainbows, 

Brownies, Guides, Senior section and 

leaders came for a tea party. Did you know 

that 135 people came to the Queens 90th 

tea party celebration. For food we had a 

special cake at the end, normal cake, crips, 

tomato, cucumber and party rings. We drank 

orange juice, blackcurrant and water. We did 

singing and we played a game called the 

royal chocolate. If you roll a 6 you have to go 

and cut then get dressed. 
 

The Guides are always looking for volunteers 

to join and help with the fun, so if you are 

interested please complete the form at 

ht tps ://www.g i r lgu id ing .org .uk/

get_involved/volunteer.aspx. 
 

Marina Jones 

Bluebell - 3rd Chineham Brownies 

 

PIN and Card Scam  

 

Fraudsters want your PIN and bank card. 

Courier fraud is when criminals posing as 

police officers or your bank phone you and tell 

you your bank card has been fraudulently 

used. They then ask for your PIN number over 

the phone before sending a courier, often a 

taxi, to collect your bank card from your home. 
 

-Your bank will never attend your home 

-Your bank and the police will never collect 

your bank card 

-Your bank and the police will never ask for 

your PIN         
 

If you receive a call like this, hang up and 

leave your phone for at least five minutes in 

order to clear the caller from the line. Ensure 

you hear the dialling tone on your phone and 

then call police on 101 to report the incident. 

If you’ve been a victim of this crime call the 

police on 101 
 

In an emergency always call 999. For more 

information visit www.hampshire.police.uk 
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Chineham Tigers 

We’re delighted to announce that 

Chineham Tigers have been named 

Hampshire Football Association Charter 

Standard Club of the Year 2015/16! 
 

This is a very prestigious award from the 

Hampshire FA and is an excellent 

achievement for everybody associated 

with the club, from the players and 

parents to the coaches, managers and 

committee. A special shout out to Rebecca 

Dore, our Child Welfare Officer who runs 

the Charter Standard Programme for the 

club and who makes sure Chineham 

Tigers are compliant with the programme. 
 

The award winners were judged based on 

criteria including: 

•Outcomes from monitoring visit this 

season  

•Successful completion of Annual Health 

Check 

• E f f e c t i v e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  & 

correspondence with Hants FA 

•Discipline/complaints from Hampshire 

FA & all leagues 
 

The monitoring visits have not been pre-

warned and have been conducted by a 

Hampshire FA Representative who 

observes the club’s adherence to the FA 

Respect Programme. 
 

Congratulations to all involved in the club 

for this award. 
 

Robert Gorby, Club Secretary 

Chineham Tigers FC 

 

NWR  
Our meeting this month was "What 

three things would you put in a time 

capsule and why". It was a lively 

meeting with many suggestions. Top of 

the list was the latest iphone complete 

with charger but other suggestions 

included: newspapers, e-cigarette, 

handwritten letter, McDonald's Happy 

Meal plus toy, an NHS prescription, EU 

referendum flyer - one for each side of 

course, money, exam papers, 

shopping catalogue and driver's 

licence. We also had a very interesting 

debate on what sort of lifestyle people 

will be living 100 years from now. 
 

For our lunch this month we went to 

The Mill House at North Warnborough 

which was very enjoyable. This month 

we will be trying out the Y-Knot Inn on 

the A30 and our meeting will be 

deciding who qualifies as a National 

Treasure. If you would like to find out 

more about our group please contact 

D i a n e ,  t e l :  3 2 55 5 4 ,  e m a i l : 

diane.hope@tiscali.ci.uk or Evelyn, tel:  

8 1 6 6 3 6 ,  e m a i l : 

evelyncjjones@hotmail.co.uk. 
 

Diane Hope 

 

Wildlife Trust Bag Appeal 
 

Does anyone have any spare non-

returnable drag bags—the type that 

supplies from builders merchants get 

delivered in? The Hampshire and Isle 

of Wight Wildlife Trust could put them 

to good use in various tasks such as 

ragwort pulling and path maintenance. 

I can collect from the Chineham area. 

Please telephone on 358048. 

 

Thanks in advance! 

 

Helen Haider  

 

Did you know? The wettest summer on 

record was the summer of 1912, 

where 384mm of rain fell. The driest 

was 1995, with only 103mm of 

rainfall. 
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Linguatastic 
 

It’s July, the exam period is over and 

many young people are thinking about 

their future and next steps in terms of 

work and education. However, perhaps 

it’s not just the younger generation 

who should be thinking about their 

future in education...   
 

Professor Antonella Sorace of 

Edinburgh University recently carried 

out a study of retired people following 

an intensive course in Gaelic. The 

participants didn’t know a word of 

Gaelic at the start and were tested 

beforehand and after a week of five 

hours of language learning a day. 

When compared with other active 

retired people who were doing a 

course on something else (i.e. not 

simply people doing nothing), she 

found in those who were doing a 

language course, there was a 

significant improvement in cognitive 

function. 
 

You can find a link to an article with 

further information on such research 

on our Facebook page (search 

“Linguatastic”). And if you feel 

motivated to help improve the 

functioning of your own brain, do get in 

touch! We offer classes in a variety of 

languages and at a variety of levels 

from complete beginners to advanced 

(for those who already speak the 

language and simply want to meet with 

others to keep it going). Visit: 

www. l inguatas t i c . com,  e -ma i l : 

info@linguatastic.com or telephone: 

471 474. 
 

And finally, to return to the younger 

generations at Linguatastic. We'd like 

to wish our little ones leaving our 

morning sessions this month to start 

school in September all the very best. 

We look forward to seeing many of you 

at our after-school clubs! 
 

Fiona Biermann 

 

David Smith Dance 
 

The Monday Tea Dances that are from 

2 - 4pm in the Chineham Village Hall 

run right through the summer apart 

from Bank Holiday Monday. You are 

welcome to come along if your normal 

clubs have shut down for the summer!  
 

There are also some new classes in 

Chineham Village Hall which are 

starting in August. 
 

*NEW* Beginners level 

Argentine Tango  

Friday 8:00—8:45pm, 5 week course. 

£30.00 per person for the course 

( p a y m e n t  i n  a d v a nce  o n l y ) . 

Commencing Friday 5th August. 
 

*NEW* Beginners level 

Ballroom and Latin Taster Course  

Friday 8:45—9:30pm, 5 week course. 

£30.00 per person for the course 

( p a y m e n t  i n  a d v a nce  o n l y ) . 

Commencing Friday 5th August. 
 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 
 

David Smith 
 

 

Did you know? June was named either 

for Juniores, the lower branch of the 

Roman Senate, or Juno, the wife of 

Jupiter, a Roman god. July was named 

by Marc Antony in honour of Julius 

Caesar. August was named for Julius 

Caesar's adopted nephew, Gaius Julius 

Caesar Octavinus, who received the 

title Augustus, meaning "reverend." He 

named the month for himself.  
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Chineham Book Group 

 

Chineham Book Group currently 

has spaces for a few more 

members. It is not restricted to 

ladies, but currently all our 

members are ladies aged between 

30s and 70s. We  meet at 8pm at 

Christ Church in Chineham. Usually 

the meeting is held on the 2nd 

Thursday of each month, but in July 

it has changed to the 3rd Thursday. 

 

The books come in bulk via the 

library service for Book Groups, so 

no need to buy the book. The £20 

annual subscription covers library 

costs, plus hiring the room, and 

extra refreshments. We are a 

friendly group and there is no 

pressure to read every book; 

although it is challenging to read 

books outside your normal choice 

of authors or genre. Given our age 

range we have interesting 

discussions which extend far 

beyond talking about the book we 

have just read. Occasionally the 

Group has a trip to a local theatre 

or will meet in a member's home to 

watch a DVD of a book we have 

recently read. 

 

Maggie Chiverton is the Group 

organiser, and can give you any 

e x t r a  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e m a i l 

maggie@chivertonfamily.plus.com 

 

Maggie Chiverton 

 

Did you know? More thunderstorms 

occur during the summer than any 

other time of the year and they are 

most likely to occur in the south east 

of England. 

The Pink Place 

 

The Pink Place, Basingstoke's cancer 

charity, joined forces with Shaun Udal, 

ex England and Hampshire cricket 

legend and local man, to raise funds at 

their Charity Ball at The Hampshire 

Court Hotel in Chineham.  
 

Guests enjoyed a fantastic night out 

being entertained by a jazz band, 

Robbie Williams tribute act and a disco 

and there is no doubt that great fun 

was had in the photo booth! A record-

breaking £15,000 was raised through 

a variety of different activities and 

bidding was fiercely competitive in the 

auction with completely unique 

experiences on offer to tempt 

everyone. 
 

The Pink Place supports the local 

community by providing services to 

enhance wel lbe ing  for  those 

experiencing cancer. Guests benefit 

from complementary therapies, 

counselling, hair and wig services, nail 

and skincare and much needed social 

contact with others. There is great 

need in Basingstoke and the 

surrounding areas and the charity is 

expanding to provide services to 

women with all types of cancer and 

now plan to introduce The Blue Space 

to support men. 
 

To find out more about The Pink Place, 

follow the team on Facebook or Twitter 

or look at their website for all the 

latest news: www.thepinkplace.org.uk 
 

Claire Watson 

 

Did you know? The sunniest summer 

on Met Office record was 1976, where 

there were 669 hours of bright 

sunshine. 



 

 

Four Lanes Community 

Centre 
 

Caretaker wanted for Four Lanes Infant 

and Community Junior School: We are 

looking for an energetic, hardworking, 

enthusiastic and reliable person who has 

a range of practical skills, to join our 

schools.  The hours are mainly 5.30pm to 

9.30pm.  Please contact either school for 

more details. 

 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: Wed 

9.30-11.00am, £12.00 for 6 weeks or 

£2.50 per week on a drop-in basis. For 

mums/dads, babies and pre-school 

children. Life with young children  can be 

exciting, exhausting, rewarding, 

challenging, joyful and daunting. Come 

and join us and have fun. There will be a 

range of activities including indoor and 

outdoor toys, arts and crafts, stories and 

rhymes, drinks and biscuits, all based in a 

safe and welcoming environment. Please 

contact us to register your interest. 

 

ZUMBA: Zumba is a popular fitness 

programme inspired by Latin dance. It’s 

the best way to lose weight while enjoying 

high energy and motivating dance moves 

alongside fantastic dance music. 

Mondays 7.30pm to 8.30pm, Tuesdays 

7.00pm to 8.00pm. Cost £6.00 pay as 

you go. Contact Rina Mistry 07971 

553658. 

 

Clubbercise: bring a night out to your 

work out. Fun, easy to follow dance 

fitness routines using glowsticks to club 

anthems from the 90’s to the latest chart 

music.  Taught in a darkened room with 

disco lights. Thursdays 8.00pm to 

8.45pm, classes to be booked in 

advance on https://bookwhen.com/

clubbercisewithaimee or https://

www.facebook.com/clubbercisewithaimee/ 

 

Hatha Yoga: No previous experience 

required, suitable for all levels. Payable in 

blocks of 6 weeks cost £30.00 or drops 

in welcome at £6.00 per class. For 

further information and to book the 

course please contact Kati on 07450 

226719 or email pumpkinyoga@gmail.com. 

 

Linguatastic: Languages with Linguatastic 

include French and Spanish before 

school clubs; Italian, Spanish and French 

for adults; and French for secondary 

school pupils. For further information 

please email info@linguatastic.com or 

phone 811100. 

 

Good Companions—over 55s Group: 

Come along and enjoy tea and 

homemade cake with a variety of 

speakers and activities. Events available 

on request. Four Lanes Community 

Centre, 3rd Tuesday of every month. 

 

Holiday Play Scheme – Summer Holidays: 

The Holiday Play Scheme is a great idea 

to keep your children entertained during 

the school holidays. Open to school 

children aged from 4 to 11 years. The 

Holiday Play Scheme provides a fabulous 

day of activities supervised by our friendly 

and professional team to keep the 

children amused with arts and crafts, 

sports, games and fun food.  The Holiday 

Play Scheme runs through every school 

holiday and inset days and is lots of fun. 

We have 2 options for sessions times: 

Session A 8.30am to 4.00pm – price £14.75 

Session B 8.30am to 5.30pm – price £18.00 

The above clubs are available to Infant and 

Junior children who attend school full time. 

 

Virginia Wyatt 
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Basingstoke Discovery Centre 
 

To book a place, order online from 

ww.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php, visit 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre in 

Festival Place, or call 01256 478670. 

Advance book ing  is  s t rong l y 

recommended. 

 

July events: 

 

Discover Board Games: Saturday 2, 

Saturday 16 and Saturday 30, 10am-

1pm, ages 3+. Free of charge.  

 

Board Games for Grown-Ups: Saturday 

2, 2–4pm, Wednesday 13 4-5pm, 

Wednesday 27 4-5pm, ages 14+, free 

of charge. Develop your skills of 

cooperation and strategy in this 

friendly group. Meet in the Coffee 

Shop area. Some games provided or 

bring your own. 

 

How to Get Published: Saturday 2, 

2pm, cost £5. Alysoun Owen, editor of 

the Writers’ & Artists’ Yearbook, the 

best-selling guide to publishing, offers 

practical advice on how to get 

published. She’ll consider the pros and 

cons of traditional routes versus self-

publishing alongside advice on 

reviewing your work and preparing an 

eye-catching submission to attract an 

agent. 

 

(Part of Basingstoke Festival) Learning 

How to Look: Saturday 2, 10am-4pm, 

Saturday 9, 10am-3pm and Saturday 

23, 10am-3pm, £55 for 3 week course. 

This workshop is perfect for those with 

basic artistic experience who want to 

learn how to look again. During this 3-

day course, you will be taken on a 

guided tour around Basingstoke with 

Phil Howe and John Hopkins from 

Hidden Britain Tours who will point out 

the little known gems of the town. Also 

guiding you will be 2 professional 

artists, Fatima Pantoja and Rachel 

Davis, who will help you develop your 

ideas and inspiration into a final piece 

of art which will form part of the 

Project Exhibition. Please bring 

sketching materials/camera/iPads 

etc. to record ideas on the walk. Art 

materials provided or bring your own 

favourites to use. 

 

Creative Writing for Young Adults: 

Wednesday 6 and 20, 4-5pm, free of 

charge, age 11-15. Gain confidence in 

your writing and meet like-minded 

people in this friendly group.  

 

Battle of the Somme 1916: Tuesday 

19, 2pm, £3. Film with introduction. 

Battle of the Somme is a pioneering 

battlefield documentary and one of the 

most successful British films ever 

made. It was released in August 1916, 

barely a month after the events it 

depicted and it is estimated that over 

20 million tickets were sold in Great 

Britain in the first two months of 

release. Cinema-goers hailed it as an 

opportunity to see the reality of the 

Western Front for the first time, and to 

share the experiences of the soldiers 

who were fighting there. 

 

Graphic Art Workshop: Saturday 23 

and 30, 12noon-3pm, £30. A 2-week 

course with Liam Kelleher. Would you 

like to learn the secrets to drawing 

comic book characters like the 

professionals? Join professional comic 

book artist Liam Kelleher (Xeno, 

American Zombie) for a two-part 

workshop covering everything you’ll 

need to create dynamic and heroic 

39 



 

 

figures! All materials provided - 

including your very own comic artist 

starter kit.    

 

Children’s Crafts: Saturday 23, from 

10am, ages 3+, free of charge. 

 

World Cup Football – then and now: 

Tuesday 26, 2pm, £5. With Brian 

Scovell. The Daily Mail’s Brian Scovell 

covered the 1966 World Cup and this 

book, his 27th, will contrast what 

happened then, with today’s football. 

Is the game today really dominated by 

greed and too many foreign owners? 

Are the allegations of cheating and the 

questions of not enough English talent 

coming through so detrimental to 

England’s chances of winning another 

World Cup? Join Brian for a lively 

discussion on the state of football then 

and now. 

 

CHaOS Roadshow: Wednesday 27, 

10am-5pm, drop in, ages 7+, free of 

charge. Join the CHaOS team, a group 

of students from Cambridge University, 

as their Roadshow visits Basingstoke! 

Try out a range of different 

experiments covering all areas of 

science from extracting the DNA from 

kiwi fruit to getting messy in gooey 

cornflour and building your own bridge. 

You might get to meet Boris, an adult-

sized model skeleton who likes to see 

as many of our visitors as possible, 

and has been known to shake them by 

the hand! 

 

The Big Friendly Read, Summer 

reading Challenge 2016: Friday 29, 

from 10am, ages 3+, free of charge. 

James and the Giant Peach. 

 

Phil Jarvis 

 

Miss England Charity Queen 
 

In 2015, Nicola was awarded 

Hampshire’s Charity Queen; this year 

she was crowned Charity Queen at the 

Miss England Semi Finals on Saturday 

11th June. The Semi Finals took place at 

Kelham Hall & Country Park, Newark, 

where 70 girls competed in a number of 

rounds for their hopeful win of a top 15 

place – winning a place in the National 

Final.  
 

The Semi Final consisted of many 

rounds; Charity – who could raise the 

most money for ‘Beauty with a Purpose 

(BWAP)’ – helping disadvantaged 

children worldwide, Publicity – gaining 

positive press, Social Media – interaction 

with the public, Eco wear – the girls were 

given the theme ‘Traditional English 

Fashion through the decades’ which they 

used to create an ECO outfit using 

charitable, recycled and upcycled 

materials, Popularity – public are able to 

text vote for their favourite, Interview 

with the judges, and Evening wear.  
 

Nicola has organised her next charity 

event: Race Night at The Four 

Hourseshoes, in Sherfield-on-Loddon, on 

Friday 15th July 2016. Event begins at 

7pm, and the first race will start at 

7:45pm. For more information, please 

contact Nicola on 07712574089 or 

Nicola_ascroft@hotmail.co.uk. 
 

Nicola will now go on to compete in the 

Miss England National Final taking place 

in Southport on 19th – 21st July 2016, 

where she will compete against 49 other 

girls all hoping to win the country’s title. 

The winner of Miss England will then go 

on to compete in Miss World.  

 

Nicola Ascroft  
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Emergency Service Tribute 

 

We frequently hear from and read in various 

media sources of the failings within the NHS. 

On the evening of June 6th my wife became 

very ill at home and was unable to breathe 

properly. Within 3mins of telephoning 999 

for an ambulance, two Community 

Response personnel were at my house to 

help. During that time the person who took 

my call had talked me through giving my wife 

CPR in an effort to revive her. Within another 

2mins the first two paramedics had arrived 

closely followed by two more paramedics. For 

over 45mins the paramedic team worked to 

resuscitate my wife while the two Community 

Response personnel cared for me. Sadly 

they were not successful in reviving my wife 

and she was declared dead at the hospital. 

The subsequent PM confirmed heart failure 

and asthma as the causes of her death. I 

would like to place on record my admiration 

for the efficiency of the emergency service in 

this area and the dedication of all the staff, 

including those in A&E at Basingstoke 

Hospital that were involved that night.  

Additionally I would like to thank all friends 

and acquaintances in and around Chineham 

for their sympathy and support since Ann 

died. 
 

Derek Avery 
 

Dog Mess Problems 

 

Can I just say I have lived here in Chineham 

for the past 6 years, and my husband and I 

have a ten month old puppy. We take her to 

most places with us and are very responsible 

when it comes to picking up after her when 

she has been to the toilet. However, when we 

walk to the cornfields we often see great piles 

of poo...you know who you are! Poop bags are 

not expensive: please use them and stop 

giving responsible dog owners a bad name. 
 

Jackie Knapp 
 

Chat Photographer 
The Chineham Chat is proud to announce 

our new photographer and cover 

coordinator, Peter Malcolm! Some eagle-

eyed readers may have spotted Peter appear 

in our contacts list last month, and now I 

want to introduce you to Peter as a keen 

local photographer (he has his own website 

at www.petermalcolm.weebly.com) with a 

passion for documenting Chineham 

changes. However, Peter is keen to receive 

submissions from local residents of 

photographs of Chineham they would like to 

share. To this end, we have created a new 

email, photography@chinehamchat.com, to 

which we encourage anyone to send 

potential covers.  
 

It is worth bearing in mind that the Chat cover 

image is square, and black and white only—this 

can greatly affect the way a photograph looks! 

We don’t just feature photographs, we welcome 

drawings as well. Credit is given below the 

image. So if you have a snap or a sketch you 

think would be perfect please get in touch with 

Peter on photography@chinehamchat.com! 
 

Jo Appleford-Cook 
 

Traveller Worries 

It has been over a month since they arrived. 

They haven't done much travelling in that 

time, but I have seen their kids go to the toilet 

on the side of the road in full view of traffic, 

use of horses and carts on roads without any 

lights at night, needless stealing and burning 

of pallets (old and new) and their horses 

defecating on footpaths ruining the 

surrounding grass and making the area 

unsightly. In that time I have had paper trash 

from Maria Miller and Elaine Still blowing 

their bugles about getting the power station 

cancelled, now they need to do some proper 

work with our local council and get rid of this 

menace once and for all. 
 

I Jennings 

43 


	Chineham Chat, Jul 2016
	Chineham Village Club
	Chineham Village Hall
	Chineham Library
	Neighbourhood Watch
	Volunteering is Good for You!
	Do you live in Petty’s Brook Road, Fennel Close or Renown Way?

	Chineham WI
	Volunteer for BRASACC
	Greening Chineham
	Civil Service Retirement Fellowship
	Nature Notes
	Basingstoke NeighbourCare
	Drivers
	Befrienders

	Ladies’ Football
	Chineham Parish Council
	Annual Parish Assembly
	Pedestrian crossing
	Fly-tipping
	Unauthorised traveller encampments
	Community Events

	St. Michael’s Home Care
	Probus Club
	Councillor columns
	Elaine Still
	Paul Miller

	Four Lanes Community Junior School
	Anyone for Tennis?
	Minister’s Message
	Christ Church Activities
	Sunday services
	Prayer
	Ladies’ Breakfast
	Coffee and Co
	Luncheon Club
	CCBBies
	Messy Church
	Kids’ Club
	Charity collections
	Room hire

	Chineham Girlguides
	PIN and Card Scam
	Chineham Tigers
	NWR
	Wildlife Trust Bag Appeal
	Linguatastic
	David Smith Dance
	Argentine Tango
	Ballroom and Latin Taster Course

	Chineham Book Group
	The Pink Place
	Four Lanes Community Centre
	Caretaker wanted
	Happy Hands and Dancing Feet
	ZUMBA
	Clubbercise
	Hatha Yoga
	Linguatastic
	Good Companions—over 55s Group
	Holiday Play Scheme – Summer Holidays

	Basingstoke Discovery Centre
	Discover Board Games
	Board Games for Grown-Ups
	How to Get Published
	Learning How to Look
	Creative Writing for Young Adults
	Battle of the Somme 1916
	Graphic Art Workshop
	Children’s Crafts
	World Cup Football – then and now
	CHaOS Roadshow
	The Big Friendly Read, Summer reading Challenge 2016

	Miss England Charity Queen
	Emergency Service Tribute
	Chat Photographer
	Traveller Worries
	--> Chineham Chat website

