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November 2012 
 Once again I find myself appealing to the residents of Chineham for help in 
producing the Chat. The Chat is run entirely by volunteers from Editor to Street 
Distributor. All the roles are important and rely on every other part to make the 
Chat “happen” and get the magazine into your hands. 
 

This time we need someone to take on the vital task of selling advertising space, 
mainly to existing advertisers but sometimes to new  organisations on our waiting 
list. This has probably been our busiest role, having grown substantially over the 
years. We are looking at ways of   breaking the job down to make each part easier 
and less time consuming, with some parts possibly being absorbed by other team 
members. The final details are not complete, but we do know we need at least two 
people, one for the up-front selling and another to check the receipt and suitability 
of material to change or construct advertisements. We may yet need another 
assistant for invoicing and checking payments are received. 
 

If you can help in any way, please contact me—details below.                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                  Dennis Clapp 

Please Note 
The views expressed in Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team do not ac-
cept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in Chineham Chat. Copyright on all 
original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 
Hello from the Chineham Village 
Club.  As usual we’ve got a packed 
entertainment schedule coming up as 
we start the run up to the busy 
Christmas period.  We’re reintroducing 
some Live Music to the programme 
starting in December. Please come 
down and join us.  There’s something 
for everyone and we aim to make all 
our activities as cost effective as 
possible knowing budgets are tight 
right now. 
  
Events in November: 
Saturday 3: Quiz Night 20:00 in the 
Lounge Bar. £1 per person; always a 
fun night with plenty of prizes 
throughout the evening. 
Saturday 10: Instant Wit – comedy 
improvisation show. 20:00 in the 
Village Hall (Hog the Limelight) £10 for 
adults and £7.50 concessions (14-17) 
N.B. Not suitable for under 14s.  This 
event is open to non-members, see 
http://chinehamartsiw.eventbrite.co.uk/ 
for more details. 
Monday 12: Eyes down for a full 
house; Bingo 20:30 in the Lounge Bar. 
Note revised date.  
Thursday 15: Senior Citizen Bingo & 
Lunch 13:00 in the Lounge Bar. 
Saturday 24: Family Night Disco & 
Entertainment 19:00 in the Lounge 
Bar; fun for all the family who can all 
stay until closing time. 
Every Friday: Friday Night Kids Club 
19:00 in the Committee Room 
Nominal fee of c.£1 per child per week 
dependent on activity which include 
Wii nights, film club, kids bingo and art 
activities. 
Every Sunday: Our popular Poker night; 
first session 19:00, second session 
21:00 in the Lounge Bar 

Events in early December: 
Saturday 1: Quiz Night 20:00 in the 
Lounge Bar £1 per person  
Saturday 8: Live music ‘The Cover Ups’ 
19:45 in the Lounge Bar; we’re 
delighted to be bringing back some 
live music to the Club Come and rock 
out to some Queen, Pink and the 
Kaiser Chiefs! 
 
Don’t forget we have all the best 
sporting action from Sky Sports and 
ESPN on the big screen. With our tasty 
food menu available Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday (selected times) we can 
cater for your appetite too! 
 
We look forward to welcoming you. 
 
John Prince, Club Chairman 
 
 

Chineham Village Hall 
The end of October and we’re still 
waiting for our ‘Indian summer’, 
personally any summer would do by 
now. However despite the rubbish 
weather the new equipment and track 
seem to be in constant use and the 
Management Committee are more 
than pleased that all the time and 
effort were worth it. 
 
All of our regular groups are back in 
full swing but obviously if you have 
suddenly decided to join an exercise/
diet group to get ready for Christmas 
there’s plenty on offer, on Monday in 
the main Hall there is a Pilates class 
from 12 to 1 o’clock – ideal if you 
need something effective but more 
sedate.  
 
However on Tuesday from 6 to 7 
o’clock there is a Zumba class for 
beginners and later that evening from 
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7.30 to 8.30 aerobics so if you feel 
that you could cope with something far 
more energetic perhaps these are the 
classes for you. 
 
On Wednesday from 6.45 to 8.15 
there is a Weight Watchers group and 
on Thursday a Rosemary Connelly 
class from 7 to 8.30.  I’m sure that you 
will agree that there are various ways 
to get you fitter or slimmer at a time to 
suit your schedule. Full details of all 
groups are on the notice board outside 
the doors of the main Hall. 
 
Finally a reminder of our contact 
numbers: to call the booking line the 
number is 01256 842745, e-mail is 
chinehamvillagehall@hotmail.com and 
if you want to find us on line try 
chinehamvillagehall.co.uk, so if you 
haven’t been to the hall yet but are 
considering booking this is where  you 
will find the latest photos – so check 
us out. 
 
Marion Hitchin, Clerk 
 
 

Help! 
The Chineham Chat needs your help. 
We need a volunteer to take charge of 
Advertising Sales and possibly other 
volunteers to help with the follow-up 
process. 
 
Advertisement sales is a vital role—
without our advertisers there would be 
no Chat. 
 
This has in the past been a very 
involved and hectic job but we are 
looking to separate the selling process 
from the follow up, to lessen the load 
and make the job more easily 
managed.   

If you think you can help the Chat in 
any way, or would like more 
information, please contact me on 
472720 or editor@chinehamchat.com. 
 
Dennis Clapp 
 
 

Chineham Village Show 
The Chineham Village Show on 13 
October was a wonderful community 
event. The church building was 
buzzing with activity and we sure have 
a lot of talented folk, both young and 
old, in Chineham! Well done to 
everyone who won a prize and thank 
you to everyone who supported the 
event. The auction of cakes, jams and 
other produce raised £80 which has 
been donated to the Parish Council to 
be used for a community project.    
 
Should we have a Village Show again 
next year? What do you think. 
 
Ruth Randall 
 
 

Greening Campaign 
The Reduce, Reuse and Recycling 
event is being held on Saturday 17 
November from 10am to 3pm in the 
Chineham Village Hall. We hope you 
will come and join us and find out how 
you can save a bit of cash while 
helping your local environment. 
 
There will be a variety of presentations 
and stalls to give you practical advice 
and information on how to reduce, 
reuse and recycle, so as little as 
possible of our precious resources 
(and your hard earned money), get 
thrown in the black bin. A leaflet will 
be posted through your door nearer  
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the event day with more information. 
We plan to have some stalls with 
jewellery and craft items made from 
recycled materials to show us how 
waste can be turned into something 
beautiful  enough to give as a 
Christmas gift. At the other end of the 
spectrum we  have a ‘how to 
make compost’ presentation - a 
bit messy but just as beautiful 
as jewellery to a keen gardener. 
There will be a game or two for 
the children. 
 
If you produce anything from 
recycled materials and you 
would like to have a stall do let 
us know. See end of article for contact. 
 
We all know that recycling takes a lot 
of effort and can cause a bit of 
frustration when  trying to work out if 
something can be recycled or not. Not 
easy when we are all busy juggling 
work and family and attempting to 
have a social life! We are compiling a 
list of what items can be recycled and 
where to take them to make it a bit 
easier, as well as a list of worthy 
causes that can make use of things 
you no longer need. This list will be 
available at the event. Maybe you can 
help us by adding to the list. 
 
One of the things we do waste money 
on is food, by throwing away out of 
date food or cooking too much. With 
the likely shortages of vegetables and 
animal feed due to the appalling 
spring and early summer, food prices 
are set to rise, so it will be even more 
worthwhile to save money on food. 
Just a few facts from the ‘love food 
hate waste’ web site… 
Let’s start with the good news... 
Between 2006/07 and 2010 food 

waste reduced by around 13%, over 1 
million tonnes—enough to fill Wembley 
stadium. Just think if we could reduce 
it by another 13%.  
 
Food waste is a major issue. We throw 
away 7.2 million tonnes of food and 

drink from our homes every 
year, costing us £12bn - most 
of this could have been eaten. 
Wasting this food costs the 
average household £480 a 
year, rising to £680 for a family 
with children, the equivalent of 
around £50 a month. 
 
It's bad for the environment too. 

When food is thrown away, the CO2 
that went into growing, harvesting, 
storing, transporting and cooking it is 
wasted. If we all stop wasting food that 
could have been eaten, the benefit to 
the planet would be the equivalent of 
taking 1 in 5 cars off the road. 
 
There are two main reasons why we 
throw away good food: we cook or 
prepare too much or we don't use it in 
time. The foods we waste the most are 
fresh vegetables and salad, drink, 
fresh fruit, and bakery items such as 
bread and cakes. 
 
There are tips on the web site on how 
to throw away less and make the most 
of what you have. Good luck with your 
efforts. Maybe you could have a night 
out on the proceeds!  
 
If anyone would like more information 
about the Greening campaign, to join 
the committee or help  in some way 
then please contact via e mail to 
greeningchineham@hotmail.co.uk or 
phone 354840. 
 
Margot Rowdon 
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News From The Beat 
Crime Update: by PC Jim Charlton   
Crime levels have been low this month 
in the parish. However there were 
three burglaries to garages in Taylors 
Farm in the early hours of one morning 
in late September. The thieves’ are 
thought to have forced the locks to 
gain entry. Fortunately, the only thing 
that was stolen was a cordless drill. 
This is attributed to the offenders 
being scared off when the alarm fitted 
to one of the garages went off. When 
the risk of getting caught outweighs 
the potential haul, they will always 
escape to steal another day. 
 
Your typical garage door is notoriously 
easy to break into, and people often 
make the mistake of overlooking this 
when thinking about the security of 
their home and belongings. There are 
two questions you should ask yourself 
when determining how much you 
should invest in the security of your 
garage. Firstly, how much do I value 
what’s inside it? And secondly, is there 
an internal door that gives access to 
your house? If the answer to either 
question is yes, then it is certainly 
worth taking some additional steps to 
upgrade the security on your garage. 
And if the answer to both is yes, then 
this makes additional security even 
more critical.  
 
Effective ways to protect your garage 
from attack include: 
* Fitting additional locks to the garage 
door, preferably to the inside so they 
cannot be attacked. 
* Frosting or covering any windows so 
that the contents cannot be seen. 
* Fitting a garage alarm. 
* Property marking or recording 

valuable items inside. In particular 
bikes and power tools. 
 
Christmas Crime: With Christmas upon 
us once more I have included some 
specific advice to help you avoid 
becoming a victim of crime over the 
festive period.  
 
In the home: 
* Don’t leave presents on display in 
the house, or under the Christmas tree 
– this is an invite to burglars. Store 
them away out of sight until the last 
minute. The loft may be a good place 
as it is the least accessible. 
* If you go out, remember to switch 
the Christmas lights off, as these may 
be a fire hazard. 
* If you go away over the festive 
season, consider asking a neighbour 
or friend to check your house regularly. 
And keep the number of people you 
tell that you are going away to a 
minimum. 
* Consider purchasing light timers, 
these are fairly inexpensive and widely 
available from DIY stores. 
* Make sure your property is secure – 
check all windows and doors before 
you leave the house. 
* After Christmas, dispose of empty 
packaging and boxes carefully – these 
are a good advertisement about what 
you have brought. 
 
Out shopping: 
* Whenever possible, try to use a 
secured car park, or one covered by 
CCTV and well patrolled. 
* Park where your car can easily be 
seen by attendants. 
* Do not leave valuables on show in 
your car. 
* Ensure you lock the car, close 



 

 

windows and activate the alarm if you 
have one. 
* If you purchase lots of presents, 
consider taking them home rather 
than leave them in the car. You can 
then make a second shopping trip. 
* If you have to leave them in the car, 
lock them in the boot and consider 
moving to another car park. 
* Keep your money and valuables in a 
secure coat pocket, or keep your bag 
with the opening towards your body. 
Don’t carry too much cash. 
* Be alert and aware of your 
surroundings at all times. 
 
Although you must be aware of the risk 
of crime over the festive period, don’t 
let it spoil your enjoyment of it. 
 
Anti-social Behaviour Update: PCSO 
Richard Strauss: 
I was invited to attend the annual 
neighbourhood watch bike ride last 
month and was very impressed with 
how organised the event was, the 
commitment from the neighbourhood 
watch team and the turn out. The 
weather held out and everybody 
appeared to enjoy themselves, I saw 
many friendly faces which I recognised 
from my patrols and some new ones. I 
look forward to next years bike ride. 
 
We are aware of the parking issues at 
Four Lanes School and we are 
completing regular patrols in the area 
at drop off and pick up time. I have 
noticed that is a very small minority of 
parents parking poorly which gives all 
the parents a bad name. They were all 
friendly and polite when I was giving 
them some advice regarding parking. I 
have also received several reports of a 
s m a l l  m in o r i t y  o f  r e s i d e n t s 

approaching the parents when they 
have there children with them and 
start being rude and aggressive. 
Bearing in mind I am trying to help 
solve this situation I could not believe 
how I was spoken to by one of the 
residents. If they spoke to me like that 
I could only imagine what they spoke 
to parents like when they are trying to 
drop there kids off. I understand that 
you are annoyed by the parking issues 
but do not take the law into your own 
hands as you are leaving yourself open 
to Public Order offences that we will be 
taking very seriously. I witnessed 
several residents antagonising the 
parents by standing in their front 
gardens or door way shouting at 
parents about parking regulations. 
People do not respond to being 
shouted at very well so please let 
myself or PC Charlton know.  
 
As you may or may not be aware CSPO 
Alison Afzal has gone on maternity 
leave and will hopefully be returning 
next year. Therefore we have a new 
CSPO Matthew Swales-Glasscoe 
covering the Chineham area.  
  
We are holding beat surgeries on the 
1st Wednesday of every month in Costa 
Coffee in Chineham at 16:30-17:30 so 
feel free to pop in and have a chat with 
myself PCSO Strauss and PC Charlton 
if you have any issues or anything 
concerning you.  
 
PC Jim Charlton 21015 and PCSO 
Richard Strauss 14735 
 
Tel: 08450 45 45 45 (or request to 
leave a message using our collar 
numbers). 
james.charlton@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
richard.strauss@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
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Chineham Parish Council 
Councillors would like to welcome 
John Filbey the newly appointed Rapid 
Response Warden to the team.  If you 
are aware of any issues in the Parish 
e.g. faulty streetlights, potholes, litter 
hotspots please report them to the 
Clerk on the contact details below. 
 
We are currently in the process of 
creating a new Parish Council website 
and have a great opportunity to 
feature photographs of Chineham on 
this new site. If you have an 
interesting local shot (in digital format) 
that you would be happy for us to 
feature on the website, please email it 
to the Assistant Clerk using the email 
address below with a suggested 
caption and details of where the photo 
was taken. 
 
At the time of writing, the Parish 
Council is still exploring the possibility 
of facilitating a public meeting to allow 
interested residents of the Ward to 
discuss the expected planning 
application at Razor’s Farm. Please 
watch the noticeboards and website 
for a possible date. 
 
Hitting the Cold Spots, a Hampshire 
County Council scheme funded by a 
grant from the Department of Health, 
can help and advise you on ways to 
keep warm and healthy this winter.  
For free in-depth advice, please 
contact the Environment Centre office 
on 0800 804 8601 or email 
staywarm@environmentcentre.com.  
Hitting the Cold Spots services are 
available until 31 March 2013. 
 
A new campaign aimed at boosting the 
number of volunteer drivers willing to 
step in and help their local 

communities get around has been 
launched. Transport provided by 
community organisations is vital for 
many people in Hampshire to help 
them access services. Hampshire 
County Council, in partnership with the 
Hampshire Volunteer Centre Network, 
the CVS Network and the Good 
Neighbours Support Service have 
organised the campaign to recruit 
minibus and car drivers. Volunteers 
are needed to drive minibuses owned 
by not-for-profit organisations subject 
to the appropriate training, or carrying 
passengers in their own cars for which 
they will receive a mileage allowance. 
Volunteers can give as little or as 
much time as they would like. The 
campaign aims to raise awareness of 
driving as a volunteering opportunity 
and how people can get involved. 
Anyone interested in finding out about 
becoming a volunteer driver can read 
m o r e  d e t a i l s  o n l i n e  a t 
www.hants.gov.uk/volunteerdrivers  or 
contact the Hampshire Volunteer 
Centre Network on 0844 499 4088. 
 
The next Chineham Parish Council 
meeting is to be held on Monday 12 
November at 7.45 pm in the 
Community Rooms at Chineham 
Village Hall (the public session will 
start at 7.50 pm). 
 
The Parish Council is here to help the 
residents of Chineham, so if there is a 
Chineham issue you are concerned 
about, please feel free to contact the 
Clerk, Sally Jackson on 01256 
4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 
c lerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 
Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 
0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 
assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 
during office hours only please. 
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Charity Lunch 
Chineham residents have given much 
support to the Mayor’s charity appeal.  
Thank you so much. Now there is 
another event for you to enjoy and 
help raise more of the much needed 
funds. 
 
The hospitality and catering students 
at BCoT college are going to prepare 
an enjoyable lunch on Friday 16 

November, at their newly refurbished 
restaurant in aid of the charities 
RadCan, Basingstoke Consortium, 
Camrose Centre and Age Concern 
( p l e a s e  c h e c k  w e b s i t e 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/go/mayor for 
further details).  There will be a fruit 
punch on arrival, a 3 courses meal, 
plus tea and coffee at a very 
reasonable price of £16 per person.  
Please note that they do cater for any 
special diet. Donations of raffle prizes 
would be gratefully received. 
 
Why not make an outing with friends 
and family. To book please call Lin at 
BCoT on 306306 or the Mayoral Co-
ordinator, Debbie Collins, on 845591 
or mayor@basingstoke.gov.uk. 
 
Chansopha Biermann, Mayoress 
 
 

Card Group 
We have been running as a group  
since February 2012.  
 
If you like being creative & recycling, 
making cards or want to learn how,  
come along and meet new people, 
sharing your ideas. 
 
Our card making class meets at the 
Chineham Library on alternate 

Thursday’s between 10 am and noon. 
The next dates for your diary are 8 and 
22 November.  
 
We are a very friendly group and 
supply free tea / coffee & biscuits 
 
To utilise your visit you can get your 
Library books whilst you’re there – 
table space is limited so please phone  
01256 359363 and let me know if you 
want to attend. 
 
Angela Byng 
 
 

Make your Will Fortnight 
Do you need to make or update your 
Will? Never got round to making a 
Will?  
 
Between 19 and 30 November St. 
Michael’s Hospice is providing a great 
opportunity to get your affairs in order 
whilst helping raise valuable funds. 
Making a Will ensures the people you 
want to receive your property or assets 
will receive them. If no Will is in place 
then there is no guarantee who will 
benefit. 
 
A number of local Solicitors have 
agreed to waive their usual fee for 
writing or changing a simple Will in 
exchange for a donation (£120—180 
recommended) to the Hospice. 
 
For more information please contact 
the fundraising department on 01256 
8 4 8 8 4 8  o r  v i s i t 
www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk  
 
Chris Griffiths 
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Children’s Chat 

E-mail us at kids@chinehamchat.com 

By Mikhal Suajani, Erin Quinlan, Harriet Fennell,  
Emily Bomphrey and Niamh Vaughan 

Jokes!  We hope they make you laugh a lot! 
 
Why couldn’t the skeleton go to the party?             Because he had nobody to go with! 
 
What is a ghost’s favourite treat?                       I scream! 
 
What did the mummy ghost say to the baby ghost?    Put your boos and shocks on! 
 
What did Guy Fawkes use to eat his dinner?        Knives and fawkes! 
 
What did the rocket say?                                    Bang! 
 

Can you find all of the words listed below in the wordsearches?  Good luck! 
Halloween 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BROOMSTICK , CAULDRON, GHOST                             
SKELETON , PUMPKIN, SPELLS, SPIDER  
 TREAT, SPOOKY, TRICK, WITCH 
 
 

 Bonfire Night 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  BANG,  CATHERINE, COLD, COLOURFUL 
  ENJOY, EXPLOSION, FIREWORKS, GUY   
  PARLIAMENT, ROCKET, SPARKLERS  ,        
WHEEL 

  

C A U L D R O N P W D G G N S 
T R E A T S P Z N U D C O R P 
L S O U P L T Q J W M T F F O 
Y M A I K H K J Z X E P E W O 
V R D C C G C I L L G C K I K 
B E I U O Y I T E N V D G I Y 
R R U T Q K T K I U Q L R Z N 
T G D Z X C S E Q W B P T W D 
D X S O G O M X X U P C S T D 
X J L W W O O Y C Z U Q O G F 
S L L E P S O D S W C T H K Q 
L Z A Z D D R L O D Y T G I X 
W K J A D F B P V J U G R H M 
W G X B F A L D Y D G L D P H 
Q B J E G O G Q U G K V K E R 

T X B Z I W M C E R S Z K Q V 
O N I H Y E S R O N P M Y Q V 
L E E H W C N C U N A W G V K 
K P B M O L K Z O O R C N X X 
L C I H A E E I H W K S A X H 
G U Y M T I S Z V Y L K B N C 
C R V O B O L V N G E R Y W W 
L O C I L P D R R W R O J P Y 
L B L P S F S Z A B S W B V Y 
J I X O M B D G G P F E M O A 
F E X Y U L C A T H E R I N E 
D V G J O R D D S D N I T P L 
A M F C T J F B T Q Y F D T Z 
G O Q F W Y N U C Z H R B B O 
X S J B I V F E L F Y E U V D 
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Borough Councillor  
Martin Biermann 

As we all slowly get older and average ages 
move upwards with people living longer, 
there will undoubtedly be yet more of us 
who are less agile and in many cases finish 
up in a wheelchair/electric scooter. 
 
I really do not understand how the issue of 
pavement parking can be satisfactorily 
tackled, but I have no doubt that it must 
be. In some cases one cannot even get 
past vehicles without walking into the road. 
Although utility companies are legally 
required to make provision for pedestrians 
when carrying out repairs, they frequently 
don't bother because the county council 
and police cannot keep up with them. Their 
repair teams seem to think that 
pavements are for leaving vehicles or 
materials, and by the time the authorities 
are motivated to do something, the 
situation has frequently moved on and 
many pedestrians have been endangered. 
  
Despite  the most polite of messages on 
the electronic noticeboard in the waiting 
room of the Chineham Medical Practice, 
the worst examples of thoughtless parking 
are on the access drive. Not only is it more 
likely that people with mobility difficulties 
will be heading for a GP practice but worse 
still, ambulances can be called out for 
emergency situations. How bizarre if an 
ambulance cannot properly reach its 
destination because of idiotic parking! 
 
Why is it that so many otherwise kind and 
thoughtful people, become daemonic when 
it comes to parking as close as conceivably 
possible to their intended destination? 
 
Martin Biermann 
Tel: 01256 352434 
cllr.m.biermann@basingstoke.gov.uk 
www.spotlightonchineham.co.uk 

County & Borough 
Councillor Elaine Still 

Hampshire County Council received good 
news last week (09.10.2012) when we 
received funding from Government of a £13 
Million boost for strategic roads in 
Hampshire, aimed at tackling congestion and 
generating employment. 
  
The funding for Hampshire represents around 
75 per cent of the cash awarded for the 
whole of the South East and it will be used for 
upgrading ‘bottlenecks’ and reducing gridlock 
along major routes including, M27, M3, A34 
and A3. 
  
Hampshire has been working very closely 
with a range of partners including the Local 
Enterprise Partnerships to secure funding to 
keep Hampshire moving. The money will help 
to keep traffic flowing by adding extra lanes 
and improving slips roads to increase 
capacity at ‘traffic hotspots’. Improved roads 
and reduced congestion will also help to 
improve our carbon footprint. 
  
Local to us a scheme to tackle traffic 
congestion at junction 6 of the M3 and the 
Black Dam roundabout has won Government 
funding of 4.3 million. This scheme will 
reduce congestion by converting the Black 
Dam roundabout so that a lane passes 
through the centre. The scheme also includes 
widening the A30 exit from the roundabout 
and improving lane signing and markings. 
These improvements will aim to provide 
additional capacity to reduce peak-time 
delays. 
 
The Black Dam roundabout is a bottleneck 
for inward and outward bound traffic from 
and to the motorway and the queues can be 
horrendous causing safety hazards. It is 
hoped that the work could start in 2014. 
 

Elaine Still 
Tel: 01256 880926             
Mobile: 07747 862913 
cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk   

Borough Councillor Paul Miller apologises for not  submitting an article this month but he 
has been out of the UK for three weeks.  



 

 

Bank Card Fraud 
A Chineham resident has become a 
victim of an increasingly prevalent 
crime involving a so-called “Pay Day 
Loan” company and the fraudulent use 
of his bank card.  It is not known how, 
but his bank card details became 
known to a criminal who then used 
them to take out a loan from Wonga.  
Wonga then took the money from his 
bank account, leaving him in arrears 
and subject to bank charges for an 
unauthorized overdraft.   
 
The event has caused a lot of stress 
and trouble as the card had to be 
cancelled and he has to get his bank 
to recover the money and to credit his 
account with the money that was 
taken. This type of crime is all too 
common these days and was featured 
on a recent episode of the BBC 
programme Watchdog. The lesson for 
all of us is to be vigilant when using 
our bank cards and to monitor our 
bank statements carefu l ly  – 
unfortunately, we are all vulnerable in 
these days of electronic banking.  
 
Laura Romney 
 
 

Christmas Shopping Night 
The Friends of Four Lanes Schools 
(FFLS) are holding their annual 
Christmas Shopping Night on 
Wednesday 28 November from 
7:00pm until 9:00pm in Four Lanes 
Infant School Hall. 
 
With a variety of stalls selling a wide 
range of crafts and gifts from scented 
candles, jewellery and toys to cards 
and beauty products our Christmas 
shopping night really will be an ideal 

opportunity to buy gifts or stocking 
fillers for your friends and family.  So if 
you are looking for something 
different then why not come along and 
start your Christmas shopping here.   
 
Tickets will be available on the night at 
a cost of £2.50 which includes a 
complementary glass of mulled wine 
or soft drink & a mince pie. 
 
For further information contact 
ffls@sky.com. 
 
 

Chatterboxes Reading 
Group 

Chineham Library is starting up a 
reading group for children aged 8-11 
years old, called Chatterboxes, one 
Saturday a month from 11.00-12.00.  
  
This is a great opportunity to come and 
join us and chat about books, read 
and write reviews, discover new 
authors, learn library skills, take part in 
quizzes, activities and crafts. Free of 
charge and good fun. Refreshments 
available. 
  
For more information and dates please 
telephone 01256 881551.  
 
Wendy Castle 
 
 

Probus Club 
At their evening meeting at the end of 
last month the Probus Club of 
Basingstoke had as their guest 
speaker Simon Wright who is in his 
twenty fourth year as a serving officer 
in the Hampshire & Isle of Wight 
Constabulary. These days his main 
role is that of coordinator of  
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Crimestoppers & Most Wanted in 
Hampshire and across other local 
authorities in the south including the 
Channel Isles. 
 

You will all have seen the column 
written by Simon about Crimestoppers 
most months in the Chineham Chat. 
W h i l e  m o s t  h a v e  h e a r d  o f 
Crimestoppers and have seen their 
prominent phone number 0800 555 
111 not many people know that it is a 
charity funded in the main by large 
companies and is operated by a group 
of volunteers. The main activity of this 
team is to take confidential phone 
calls from the public who want to 
report any matter that they consider 
will be of interest to the police; all 
done with complete anonymity.  
 

The Most Wanted section is based in 
the Crimestoppers web site where 
photographs or E-fits of people that 
are of interest to the police are 
displayed. This information is updated 
daily and it is encouraging to see the 
increasing success of this operation 
where, in our county alone, they will 
receive six phone calls and make two 
arrests on an average day. 
 

As well as a lunch on the second 
Tuesday of most months and the 
speaker meeting in the evening of the 
fourth Thursday the Probus Club of 
Basingstoke (meeting in Chineham) 
have social events and trips that 
involve members’ wives. If you are a 
retired professional or business 
executive and would like to know more 
then contact the Secretary, Bryan 
H a r v e y  e i t h e r  b y  e m a i l 
bryanharvey@talktalk.net or telephone 
01256 321473.  
 
Paul Flint 

Hook Choral Society 
Rehearsals are now in the final stages 
for our first concert in this special 25th 
anniversary year. 
 

Featuring the beautiful Requiem by 
Bob Chilcott and the upbeat jazz styled 
Mass in Blue by Will Todd at 7.30pm 
on Saturday 17 November at St 
Bede’s Church,  Popley Way, 
Basingstoke, RG24 9DX. 
 

Tickets are available from Yvonne on 
01256 766522 or  at  Trees 
Newsagents, Hook or Dawsons Music 
in Basingstoke. Price £12 (£10 
concessions). 
 

Charles Forsyth 
 
 

PIN Difficulties 
If you have trouble using a PIN, you 
can arrange with your bank to pay 
using a card with a chip - and use your 
signature instead of a PIN. This is 
possible with debit and credit cards. 
All banks and building societies can 
issue these cards and all retailers 
must accept them. 
 

Contact your bank to ask about this 
service. If you have problems, ask to 
speak to the manager. If you still have 
problems, get in touch with the 
Payments Counci l  on http://
www.paymentscouncil.org.uk/ 
 

If you need further information or help 
contact Basingstoke Citizens Advice 
Bureau, (located within Basingstoke 
Discovery Centre) on 0844 245 1283 
or drop-in 10-3.30 Monday to Friday 
(except Thursday) and Saturday 
mornings 10-12. 
 

Nicola Dale 
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Minister’s Message 
So we come to November and to me 
November does seem synonymous 
with remembrance.  
 
You may not be aware that 1 
November is All Saints Day when the 
church remembers the saints and 
martyrs of the church. Time to 
remember those who have followed 
Christ and some who have lost their 
lives in the cause of Christ. I like to 
think not just of saints of the early 
centuries but of those who have 
helped me during my life and have 
been “a saint” to me. It’s good to take 
time and remember those who have 
helped and encouraged us. 
 
Then of course we have 5 November. 
We are encouraged in the rhyme to 
“Remember, remember the 5th of 
November”. I do. I especially 
remember the 5 November 1983. I 
remember on that day walking round 
outside Watford Football ground while 
a match was going on inside. I needed 
some air having been in hospital for 
the previous 12 hours following the 
birth of our daughter. So I remember 5 
November but have a sneaking 
suspicion that I should remember 
something else to do with the date.  
 
Then of course on the 11 November 
we have Remembrance Day. Time to 
remember the dead of the two world 
wars and other conflicts. Time to 
reflect and think of those who have 
given their lives for the cause of 
freedom. I have over the years been 
privileged to lead many Remembrance 
services and through them reflect on 
the names of people I never knew who 
lost their lives in different wars. 

November and remembrance go hand 
in hand and I remember those who 
have helped me, I remember new life 
and I remember sacrificial death. 
 
As I reflect on these things I realise 
that actually I, as a Christian and as a 
Christian minister, do these things 
throughout the year. Regularly at 
Christ Church as in other churches we 
remember and supremely we follow 
Jesus’ encouragement to his first 
disciples to “do this in remembrance 
of me” (Luke 22v19). We share bread 
and wine together in Communion to 
remember the death of Jesus, a 
sacrificial death through which God 
the Father offers us new life. We do it 
together as a church family 
remembering not just what Christ has 
done for us but how others have 
helped us. 
 
At our 10.30 service on Remembrance 
Sunday we will remember those who 
gave their lives in the world wars and 
we will, in Communion, remember the 
Son of God who gave his live for our 
salvation. You are more than welcome 
to join us. If not in your own 
remembrances this month thank God 
for those who have been “a saint” to 
you and for those who sacrificed life 
for us. 
 
Ian Bentley 
 Minister at Christ Church Chineham 

 
 

Christ & Community 
Church Activities 

We have two services each Sunday 
morning – why not come along and 
join us? We would be delighted to 
welcome you! Our 9am service tends 
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to be quiet and reflective and more 
traditional in style – it lasts for one 
hour. We then have a second service 
at 10.30am during which we have 
guitars and drums in our worship 
band, with separate groups for 
children and young people of all ages 
from 0 to 18+. There is no 
charge. During November we will be 
continuing our sermon series called 
“Living in the real world” – we will look 
at how we live as Christians in the 
world today with such topics as 
“grappling with greed” and “coping 
with illness”. For details of each 
week’s readings do take a look at  
www.christchurchchinheham.org.uk. 
 
Each Sunday evening during term time 
t h e  e d g e ;  C h i n e h a m  y o u t h 
congregation meets at Christ 
Church.  This is aimed at young people 
from year 7 upwards – different age 
groups meet at different times from 
6pm onwards. 
  
Our Prayer Room is open while the 
building is open. Everyone is welcome 
to come and sit quietly in prayer and 
reflection. On the subject of prayer, if 
you have any prayer requests please 
let us know and we will pray for you. 
Our next prayer meeting will be on 
Monday 26 November from 8-9pm - all 
are welcome as we pray for our 
community and our world. 
  
Everyone is invited to join us at 
Fellowship Group on Wednesday 14 
November for our monthly service of 
hymns, prayers and readings. This 
month our speakers will be Maureen 
Rouse and Gill Foreman. Coffee will be 
served from 9.45am, and the service 
will begin at 10.15am, lasting 1 hour. 

 Kids’ Club: children at primary school 
are invited to join us for fun and 
games from 5-6.30pm on Saturday 3 
November. The entrance fee is £1; 
bring some extra cash for a hot snack 
and tuck. We have pool, Wii, table 
tennis, crafts, a tuck shop, friends and 
fun.  All welcome – bring a friend!   
  
TGIF Youth Club: young people from 
year 6 upwards are invited every Friday 
during term time from 8-9.30pm for 
our usual youth activities plus an extra 
activity each month e.g. chocolate 
fountain, pool competition. The 
entrance fee is £1  each – do bring 
some extra cash for tuck and bring a 
friend too! Special activities this month 
include sweet pizza making and a pool 
competition. 
  
Coffee and Co, our morning cafe, 
opens every Monday from 9.30-
11.30am for coffee/tea and delicious 
cakes during term time. Everyone 
welcome! There are toys for the 
children and opportunities to meet 
new people. 
  
CCBBies: every Thursday during term 
time from 10-11.30am pre-school 
children and their parents/carers are 
invited to join us as we learn about 
Jesus with stories, songs and 
c r a f t s .  T h e r e  a r e  t o y s  a n d 
refreshments; no charge!   
  
Our next Messy Church will be on 
Monday 12 November.  Refreshments 
and games from 3.45pm, activities 
from 4.15pm, supper from 5.15pm, 
hometime 5.45pm. Families are 
invited to join us for Messy crafts and 
activities - this month our focus is 
“love” and, in particular, “love your 
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neighbour”. Please note that parents/
carers are required to stay with their 
children. No charge, although 
donations towards the cost of the food 
are always welcome! If you have any 
special dietary needs please let us 
know in advance.   
  
Thank you to everyone who has 
brought in donations for our annual 
shoebox appeal – we have made 191 
boxes with donations received so 
far. The boxes will be collected on 
Tuesday 6 November so it’s not too 
late to make up a box filled with things 
we take for granted (e.g. toiletries, 
small toys, wrapped sweets, stationery 
items, hats, gloves and scarves) if you 
would like to. Please contact Ruth in 
the church office for details. On Friday 
2 November from 2-4pm we will be 
holding a Shoebox Activity Afternoon 
for children aged between 3 and 11 
years (children aged between 3 and 5 
years must be accompanied by a 
parent or carer throughout). The cost 
is £2 per child which is payable on the 
day.  Booking in advance is essential – 
please contact Ruth in the office for a 
booking form and further information.   
   
Discover Creativity: A jewellery 
workshop is planned on Saturday 17 
November – come to discover how the 
Bible inspires exquisite Silverfish 
Jewellery designs. You will get to make 
your own piece of silver jewellery.  The 
event begins at 2pm and finishes with 
puddings from 5pm. The cost is £35 
per person including silver, tuition and 
puddings.  Please book your place with 
Ruth in the office.   
   
Thank you to everyone who continues 
to bring in items for our various charity 
appeals – as well as collecting used 

stamps and postcards, the tops from 
supermarket milk bottles, spectacles, 
food (e.g. snack pots, tins, tea, coffee, 
breakfast cereals) for the Camrose 
Day Centre, and bedding for May 
Place, the hostel for the homeless in 
Basingtoke town centre, ladies’ shoes 
and clothing for a “safe house”, we are 
also currently collecting socks (new 
and used, particularly men's socks) for 
May Place. You can drop your 
donations of bedding and socks into 
the Church office, or take them directly 
to May Place. We also collect used 
inkjet cartridges so if you have any you 
would like to donate we would be 
delighted to receive them. On a 
temporary basis we are also collecting 
birthday cards for a visually impaired 
craft group.   
  
We will be hosting a Blood Donor Clinic 
on Tuesday 27 November – for details 
please see www.blood.com. 
 
Do you have questions about faith and 
the Bible? Ever wondered why God 
seems to allow bad things to 
happen? What about God and the 
devil? Come along to the Chineham 
Arms on Tuesday 20 November to 
“grill a Christian”! Members of Christ 
Church will be there enjoying a drink 
a n d  r e a d y  t o  a n s w e r  y o u r 
questions! All welcome.   
 
For details about any of our services or 
activities please contact Ruth in the 
office (Christ Church, Reading Road, 
Chineham, RG24 8LT, 474280, 
admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk) 
or take a look at our website 
www.christchurchchineham.org.uk.     
Also, you can find us on Facebook and 
Twitter @discover2013. 
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Community Church: You will find us at 
our regular home of Four Lanes Junior 
School. We are a relaxed group of 
about 80 people across the age 
ranges, who meet to worship God in a 
lively and contemporary way. You will 
find that we place a high value on the 
contribution of each person and love 
to make room for the variety of who 
each person is when we gather. We 
have many young people, who 
contribute a lot to our shared 
community. To find us come to Four 
Lanes Junior School for 10am on 
Sunday or check out the web site at 
www.bccnet.org.uk/east. You are 
welcome to visit us anytime or to find 
out more online. If you have a 
particular prayer request then you can 
send us a message via the website 
and we will pray for your situation. 
Alternatively you can make contact via 
our office on 01256 316000 and ask 
for Phil Norris.  
 
Ruth Randall 
 
 

Basingstoke Choral Society 
Basingstoke Choral Society starts the 
2012/3 season with one of the 
greatest English choral traditions with 
Handel’s Messiah in the Anvil on 
Sunday 2 December at 7pm. 
 
Composed over 250 years ago, this 
oratorio has justifiably become a much
-loved feature of the Christmas 
season. 
 
The world-renowned Hanover Band 
joins us for this performance and it is 
hoped you will come along and enjoy 
the period instrument authenticity 
which they will bring to the work. 

We are also delighted to welcome 
back two soloists with whom we 
performed last year;  Erica Eloff and 
Nicholas Warden. 
 
This concert promises to be a joyful 
celebration of the genius of Handel 
and a perfect start to the festive 
season – we look forward to seeing 
you there. 
 
Tickets from the Anvil on 01256 
844244 or www.anvilarts.org.uk.  
 
Margaret Lucas 
 
 

Olympic Physiotherapist  
Natalie March has recently returned 
from the Weymouth sailing village 
where she assisted elite sailors and 
windsurfers from around the world 
taking part in the Olympics. 
 
She was selected as one of the 4,000 
medical staff as a physiotherapist 
during the London 2012 Olympic 
Games where she treated a gold 
medallist along with medal finalists 
from China, France, Greece, Spain, 
Italy and Ukraine. 
 
The Olympics is over, Natalie is back 
and looking forward to helping 
patients recover from any sports 
injuries, aches or pains. Physio-logical 
is based within Regus, Chineham Park, 
if you would like more information or 
to book an appointment visit 
www.physio-logical.net or contact 
Natalie March 07835712306 or 
enquiries@physio-logical.net 
 
Natalie March 
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Four Lanes Junior School 
For this month’s edition of Chineham 
Chat, we have interviewed our three 
new members of staff; Mrs Martinez 
(our new headteacher), Mrs Rushton 
(year 3 teacher and team leader) and 
Miss Martin (year 5 teacher).   
 
Mrs. Martinez  
Already Mrs Martinez has made a few 
changes and has many more in mind, 
such as having the latest technology in 
school and improving the overall look 
of the school. Mrs Martinez is focusing 
on ensuring children make the best 
possible progress. She first noticed the 
school when she was browsing on the 
internet and saw the colourful balloon 
so she decided to look for further 
information. Mrs. Martinez has 
decided her target is to be at the right 
place at the right time as she is still 
not used to our new routines! Her 
favourite places are the classrooms 
and the library. 
 
Mrs Rushton  
Mrs Rushton loves everything about 
Four Lanes Community Junior School, 
especially the greenery and plants.  
She thinks the children are great and 
everyone smiles at her, telling her 
where to go if she is lost. She loves 
reading stories at the end of the day 
before saying goodbye to the children. 
 
Miss Martin 
Miss Martin has enjoying working with 
the children and staff and was very 
excited about joining our school. Her 
favourite part of the school is all of the 
grounds, including the playground, 
field and multi games areas. The best 
part of the day, in her opinion, are the 
afternoons as there are lots of fun 
activities happening in her classroom.  

Miss Martin feels she has learnt the 
new routines quickly, including the 
times of things and the assembly 
places. 
 
By Mikhal Saujani, Erin Quinlan, 
Harriet Fennell, Emily Bomphrey and 
Niamh Vaughan 
 
 

Spotlight Competition 
Spotlight UK are giving away a 
fantastic performing arts prize for one 
lucky local child.  
 
Enter the help us design our Mascot 
Competition to win a Performing Arts 
Passport for one year at the Popley 
Spotlight Centre. Open to all children 
aged between 4-16 years old. Singing, 
acting, dancing classes as well as free 
holiday clubs (If used to full potential 
worth £2000). 
 
Visit our website for more details on 
how to enter @ www.spotlightuk.org. 
 
Darran Clark  
 
 

Calendar Girls 
Hook Players are presenting 'Calendar 
Girls' at the Elizabeth Hall, Hook on 
November 29 and 30 and 1 December 
at 7.45 p.m. All profits are going to 
Leukaemia and Lymphoma research. 
Tickets at £12 are available from the 
box office on 07709214679, at Trees 
Newsagents in Hook or the website at 
www.hookplayers.co.uk. The Spectator 
cr i t ic  sa id  'dazz l ing ly  funny , 
s h a m e l e s s l y  s e n t i m e n t a l  & 
guaranteed to make you come out 
singing "Jerusalem.' 
  
Wilma Jordan 



 

 

Nature Notes      
I was pleased that the earlier dead-
heading of the Buddleias in my garden 
produced more flowers in time for the 
butterflies. During the hot spell, I saw 
the following all on the various types of 
Buddleias -- Peacocks, lots of Small 
Tortoiseshells, Red Admirals, together 
with two Painted Lady and a Comma. 
However, during a trip round 
Thumwood, I came across a large bush 
of the pale purple and spotted not only 
all the previous butterflies, but also 
M e a d o w  B r o w n  a n d  L a r g e 
Tortoiseshell. Aren't we lucky here! 
Even if one doesn't have a large 
garden, it is possible to grow these 
plants in pots. A number of mine 
survive from year to year in this 
manner.   
 
It's quite surprising how a small 
creature such as a newt can cause 
problems. I read in the local paper that 
building construction had been halted 
by the discovery of Great Crested 
Newts in ponds between Popley and 
Sherborne St. John.  It reminded me of 
an incident several weeks ago. I 
received a phone call from a lady in 
Longstock Close who had found a newt 
in her garden. When I arrived at her 
house we  discovered it was a Palmate 
Newt. We decided that I would take it 
home with me, so we transferred it to 
my bucket and I drove home carefully. 
I left it in the cool air whilst I phoned a 
friend who had similar newts. I 
returned to find that the newt had 
crawled out , so it has joined the rest 
of the amphibians in my garden. 
 
One of the large frogs is a bright green 
which could be a Marsh Frog, although 
this would be rare here. However, it 

seems to remain in water all the time, 
unlike the others that live under 
stones and pots. It inhabits one 
particular pot of water with just its 
eyes above the surface. I am sure it 
watches me as I walk by. It doesn’t 
appear concerned as I stop and look at 
it regularly. There was a large greyish 
frog sitting on a plant which was half-
submerged in another container of 
water. After it had remained in the 
same position for two days, I decided 
to check if it was still alive. If it wasn't 
dead, I guessed it would leap forward 
like ones in the past. I gently stroked 
its back several times, whereupon it 
moved slightly, but stayed put. The 
next day it had disappeared, but was 
to be seen in the pot with the other 
one. Now there are two pairs of eyes 
watching me. 
 
I picked some sloes which have been 
left in the freezer until I pick more. 
I  read in a magazine that this method 
splits the skins and one doesn't need 
to prick each one. I purchased some 
jars with wide necks, so this time I 
shan't have to push each fruit through 
a narrow necked bottle. 
 
The conkers are falling onto the 
ground so I must collect some in an 
attempt to grow some new trees. 
 
Please continue sending your sightings 
to ginny.wright2@btinternet.com. 
 
Ginny Wright     
 

Did You Know? 
Recycling just one plastic bottle saves 
enough energy to power a 60w light 
bulb for 6 hours. 
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Four Lanes Community 
Centre 

Bath Coach Trip: Saturday 1 
December. Leaves Four Lanes at 
8.30am departing from Bath at 
5.00pm. The Roman Baths are 
transformed into a Christmas 
shopper’s haven “The Bath Christmas 
Market”. In the heart of Bath’s main 
shopping district, 129 traditional 
wooden chalets adorn the streets; 
each one offering unique, handmade 
and unusual gifts, decorations and 
food items – everything you will need 
for the perfect Christmas celebration. 
Cost £15.00 per person. Book early to 
avoid disappointment. 
 
Fitness Freestyle Yoga (Infant Hall): 
Yoga without the spirituality. All 
abilities are welcome. Monday 8.10pm 
to 9.10pm. Costs £5.00 per week on a 
pay as you go basis. See www.taylored-
fitness-training.co.uk or contact Louise 
on 07590 714078 if you have any 
questions 
 
Pilates: (Community Room at Junior 
School) All abilities welcome. Tuesday  
7.15pm to 8.15pm. Cost £4.50 per 
week on a pay as you go basis. 
 
Post Natal Fitness: A gentle re-
introduction to basic post-natal 
exercise and core repair. Starts 
Thursday 5 November 9.45am to 
11.15am for 6 weeks. Cost £30.00. 
 
Get My Digital SLR on to Manual: An 
introduction to Digital SLR/Bridge 
Camera photography, assuming zero 
knowledge. Starts Monday 12 
November to 10 December  7.00pm to 
9.00pm. Cost £45.00. 
 
Intermediate Digital SLR: Starts 

Wednesday 14 November to 12 
December 7.00pm to 9.00pm. Cost 
£45.00. 
 
Pegasus Karate (Junior Hall): Karate 
sessions for children. Wednesdays 
6.30pm to 9.00pm. Contact Mrs 
Dominy on 01256 475306 
 
Toddler Groups: Tuesday and 
Wednesday 10.00 to 11.30am. All 
under 5’s welcome including babies 
Cost £2.50 per session per family pay 
as you go. Drinks and biscuits are 
provided. 
 
Adult Education & Family Learning 
Courses will be running at Four Lanes 
Community Centre. Courses and dates 
to be advised watch this space!  
 
Virginia Wyatt, Tel: 810499 
www.fourlanescentre.com 
 
 

St Michael’s Hospice 
You are warmly invited to attend our 
special Light up a Life service to 
commemorate the memory of a loved 
one. This informal service will be held 
on Sunday 9 December at 6.00pm at 
the hospice and will include the 
Basingstoke Choral Choir and 
Basingstoke Silver Band. A symbolic 
candle will be lit by the Mayor of 
Basingstoke. 
 
Refreshments will be served after the 
service. 
 
If you would like to sponsor a light in 
m e m o r y ,  t h e n  p l e a s e  v i s i t 
www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk or call 
Fundraising on 01256 848848. 
 
Chris Griffiths 
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Living Paintings 
Did you know that 2 million people in 
the UK are living with sight loss ? 
 
Living Paintings is a local, award win-
ning charity. We provide a free service, 
locally and nationally, for blind and 
visually impaired people of all ages. 
 
Our specially adapted range of ‘Touch 
to See Books’ is designed for people of 
all ages. The books give a unique read-
ing experience, combining the senses 
of hearing and touch, to make up for 
the missing sense of sight. We lend 
them out free from our postal library. 
Special, raised surface, versions of 
pictures come to life when fingers feel 
them. Our soundtrack directs the fin-
gers, telling the stories of the pictures 
and describing their features. 
 
Published books on many subjects are 
adapted, often with soundtracks from 
clear, well known voices including 
Sean Bean, Bill Bailey, Clare Balding 
and Rolf Harris. The colour versions 
mean that sighted friends and family 
can share exploration of the pictures, 
enriching everyone’s experience in an 
exciting way.  
 
Fun, stimulating and engaging 
knowledge of the visual world is 
gained, enabling the same opportunity 
to achieve full personal potential that 
sighted people take for granted. 
For more information about how to use 
the service, or how you might support 
us or volunteer with us,  please con-
tact Living Paintings on 01635 
2 9 9 7 7 1  o r  e m a i l 
RachelK@livingpaintings.org, or visit 
www.livingpaintings.org. 
 
David Tolson 

Conservation Group 
Chineham Conservation Group will be 
meeting on Sunday 25 November for 
tree maintenance work on Tollhouse 
Meadow. 
 
Tea coffee and biscuits are provided 
for a break half way through the 10am 
t o  1 p m  s e s s i o n .  C o n t a c t 
Ann.Henty@serco.com. 
 
 

Tree Party 
Basingstoke Common Community 
Woodland project is to continue next 
month with the annual ‘Tree Party’.  
  
The event is taking place on Friday the 
2nd and Saturday the 3rd November 
from 10am - 1pm on Basingstoke 
Common. We will be planting native 
trees to create a wildlife corridor con-
necting Crabtree Plantation with the 
fenland of Old Basing. This has been 
an on-going project since 2009. It is 
hoped that with a joint effort we will be 
able to complete the wildlife corridor 
this autumn!  
  
Everyone is welcome, no previous ex-
perience is required and hot drinks 
and cake will be plentiful! Please wear 
old, tough clothes and sturdy 
boots. Tools and equipment will be 
provided but feel free to bring your 
own gardening gloves and a spade if 
you have one. 
  
For parking and meeting place details 
please see the attached map or for 
further information please call 01256 
8 4 5 6 4 9  o r  e m a i l 
Katy.Hooper@basingstoke.gov.uk.  
  
Katy Hooper 
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Christmas Fair 
We have arranged a Christmas fair in 
Old Basing Village Hall on Saturday 24 
November 12-4pm, from which 100% 
of the profits will be donated to Make-
A-Wish Foundation. 
 
There will be jewellery, cards, cakes, 
homemade crafts, beauty treatments 
and products, children's activities, a 
raffle and tea/coffee & refreshments 
on the day. 
 
Nikki Clark 
 
 

Free Taster MAD 
We’ve just started MAD Academy 
(music and dance classes for the 
under 5s) in the Village Hall on 
Tuesday mornings 9.45-10.30.  
 
We’re offering a free taster session 
class to Mums and toddlers who’ve 
never been before. Please e-mail 
sarah.maskell@madacademy.com or 
c a l l  o n  0 7 7 7 1  8 5 0 2 9 8  o r 
01189792008 to enquire about 
prices, availability, or have a look at 
our website. www.madacademy.com 
 
We’d like to add another class, 10.45-
11.30 if this time is better for anyone. 
 
Elaine Edmondson 
 
 

Naomi House 
Join Naomi House at their Christmas 
Light up a Life Service at St. Mary’s 
Church, Old Basing on Thursday 13 
December at 7pm. Light a candle to 
celebrate the life of a loved one and 
give thanks to the work of Naomi 
House and Jacksplace Hospices.  

All are welcome. There will be a 
retiring collection for Naomi House at 
the end of the service along with 
mince pies and mulled wine. 
 
We very much hope you can join us at 
this very special service. 
 
For more information please contact 
Natalie Hargreaves on 01962 843513 
Natalie.hargreaves@naomihouse.org.u
k. 
 
Natalie Hargreaves  
 
 

Basingstoke Lions Club 
We are now gearing up for our next 
major events which are a concert of 
popular and classical music by the 
Hampshire Constabulary Band on 17 
November at Queen Mary’s College 
followed on 24 by one of our ever 
popular Quiz Nights at Cliddesden 
Millenium Hall. Full details are 
available by contacting 01256 
325280 or 421867. And of course it 
i s  a l l  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e 
www.basingstokelions.org.uk. 
 
Philip Wilson  
 
 

SOLVE 
Since the end of the holiday season 
there has been a flurry of activity 
within the Council and its committees 
regarding the preparations for the 
revised Local Plan (Previously known 
as the Core Strategy). Representatives 
from SOLVE attended several of these 
meetings and presented our views 
where appropriate.  Our main concern 
is to protect the Loddon Valley and 
area east of Chineham from excessive  
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development. At this time, early 
October, the following can be reported.   
 
Under the Local Plan, Landscape 
Character policy EM1, it was agreed to 
include the River Loddon and Test 
Valleys as “High Quality Landscapes 
which should be protected”, similar to 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
 
The Council Officers recommended 
that 770 houses a year, up to 2029, 
be built as opposed to 594 in the 
original plan.  The National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF) now requires 
net migration to be taken into account 
in the housing calculations.  Their 
figure also assumed a much steeper 
decline in household size when all the 
indications are that this has levelled 
out.  Many Councillors at the Planning 
and Infrastructure Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee (P&IOSCOM) 
criticised the assumptions on 
household size and migration which 
led to the 770 housing requirement.  
SOLVE calculat ions take this 
requirement closer to 600 hpa.  The 
jury is still out. 
 
Several Councillors were uneasy about 
the prospect of building more houses 
than the local need, attracting those 
that want to come because – “it’s a 
nice place to live” and “if we build they 
will come”.  The P&IOSCOM Chairman 
said - eventually we will build so many 
houses they won’t want to come here 
anymore.  
  
The P&IOSCOM agreed, by a majority 
vote, that there were inhibitors to 
housing expansion in the Borough in 
particular the water supply and quality.  
Unfortunately there is a statutory 

obligation on the water companies to 
supply water and say “yes” when 
asked if this is possible, even though 
the honest answer is “no”.  Ridiculous, 
given that the most heavily populated 
part of the UK, the South East, is the 
driest part of the UK.  
.   
The Council’s Manydown Executive 
Committee has recommended that the 
Manydown land take some 3,200 - 
4,000 houses over the life of the Local 
Plan, 2013 to 2029.   Given previous 
history, these decisions went through 
relatively smoothly.  The Manydown 
land and its expected yield will now go 
into the revised SHLAA. 
 
There was continued concern over the 
infrastructure deficit and it is still 
difficult to identify a plan as to how 
this will be addressed or, more 
importantly, paid for.  We continue to 
face the prospect of building 
thousands of houses around the 
B o r o u g h  w i t h  o n l y  m i n i m a l 
infrastructure changes.  
 
Site Assessment will take place in 
November/December this year. 
 
SOLVE and our supporters can take 
pride in the prominent role we have 
played in developing a more 
responsive and balanced plan.  
Councillors are challenging Officers 
more and taking notice of residents.  
More details can be found on our 
website www.solveloddon.org. You can 
register on the website for updates.  
Follow us on Twitter: @SOLVE2010.  
Telephone contact Kate Tuck - 01256 
324043. 
 
Peter Bloyce 
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