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May 2016 
There are a number of hot topics buzzing around Chineham at the moment. Firstly, 

the potential new power station for which planning permission has been 

submitted by Centrica. We have already received hand-delivered exhortations to 

object in the strongest terms through our door, but I for one would like some more 

information before making up my mind! Perhaps the situation will become a little 

clearer in the coming weeks and months. 

 

Also of strong interest are the various road works in several surrounding areas 

either recently completed, happening right now, or imminent. With Black Dam and 

Cufaude Lane now reopened, feedback seems to be cautiously positive, but the 

works on the A33 close to the ringway seems to be quite a headache. With further 

road works apparently imminent for some of our local roundabouts, we can only 

hope that things are wrapped up on time and without the immense disruption 

many are concerned about. Fingers crossed for a positive outcome, and perhaps 

even a smooth process of getting it all done! 

 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 
 

The annual membership renewal 

process is now well underway and the 

relevant forms have been posted to 

the home addresses of annual 

members. If you’ve not received a 

form, copies are available from the bar 

team. Members have until the end of 

May to renew. 
 

Entertainment events for May are as 

follows: 
 

Monday 9: Bingo in the lounge bar at 

20.00 

Thursday 19: Senior citizens’ bingo 

and lunch in the lounge bar at 13.00 

Every Sunday: Texas hold ‘em poker. 

19.00 and 21.00 in the lounge bar 
 

Full details can be found on the club’s 

website: www.chinehamvillageclub.co.uk. 
 

John Prince 

 

Chineham Village Hall 
 

With the Easter school holidays at an 

end, we welcome back our regular 

children’s activities to the halls. The 

timetable for these, together with all 

the activities and classes for adults, 

can be found on the noticeboard 

outside the main hall. 
 

Hopefully the April showers will have 

dried up by now and we will be 

experiencing better weather so we can 

make use of the patio for a quiet drink, 

and the children can enjoy using the 

playground and playing fields. 
 

Are you interested in dancing, or would 

you like the opportunity to learn to 

dance?  David Smith Dance is in the 

main hall on Mondays and Fridays. 

Dance classes for both beginners in 

Ballroom and Latin, and for those 

more experienced in Ballroom and 

Latin, are held on Fridays, with a Tea 

Dance taking place every Monday. 

Further information and a timetable of 

events can be found on David’s 

website, www.davidsmithdance.com or 

y o u  c a n  e m a i l  D a v i d  a t 

david@davidsmithdance.com. 
 

To check availability if you are 

interested in booking either of the 

halls for a regular event, party or 

meeting, please contact our Booking 

Clerk on 07935 328172 (please leave 

a message and she will return your 

c a l l ) ,  e m a i l  u s  a t 

chinehamvillagehall@gmail.com or 

submit an enquiry form on our website 

www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk.  
 

Lynne Hughes 

 

Chineham Library 
 

It is lovely to see some spring  weather 

starting to arrive, and we hope that 

this continues. Our Easter storytime 

activities and the spring crafts were 

very successful, and it was pleasing to 

see the children enjoying themselves. 

Some beautiful creations were 

produced at the craft session. These 

sessions carry on as usual in May, with 

sessions on the 7th May making 

rainbow streamers, and a subsequent 

session on the 4th June. The times are 

from 10.00am to 12noon. Saturday 

storytimes take place on all other 

Saturdays, from 10–10.30 am, and 

are aimed at the preschool age group. 
 

Regular adult groups meeting this 

month are the Crime Reading Group, 

the CHIPPS reading group for parents 
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and young children, and the Colour 

and Create adult colouring club. The 

Crime Reading Group meets on the 

7th May from 10.30-11.30am, and 

CHIPPS group on the 11th May 

between 10–11am. The next meetings 

for Colour and Create will take place 

on 4th May, 18th May and the 1st 

June, from 2–4pm. You are very 

welcome to attend any of these 

meetings, and further information can 

be obtained from the staff. 
 

Age Concern are still holding their 

weekly computer sessions for the Over 

50s on Wednesday mornings, between 

10am-1pm. For initial appointments it 

is best to contact their area office on 

01256 423874, who will advise about 

availability. The card-making group will 

meet fortnightly on the 5th and 19th 

May in the morning, and new faces are 

very welcome to join them. Tips about 

card-making and refreshments are 

offered during the meetings. 
 

If you have access to social media, do 

follow ‘Chineham library’ for the most 

up-to-date information about our 

activities. We hope you enjoy the two 

bank holidays this month, and the 

children have a good break in half 

term. 
 

Cathy Foster 
 

Neighbourhood Watch 

Calling residents of Reading Road, 

Lanes End and Lovegroves! 

Following a positive response to our 

previous pleas for help, Chineham & 

Sherfield Park Neighbourhood Watch is 

now looking for volunteers willing to 

help set up NHW schemes in all or part 

of these three roads. Reading Road has 

about 100 houses so will need more 

than one coordinator. Existing 

coordinators and PCSO Nicole Wheatley 

are happy to help you set up your new 

scheme. Running a scheme is basically 

forwarding Bcc emails to your residents. 

Meetings in the Village Hall are entirely 

voluntary. Please help our police to 

tackle crime in these difficult times by 

setting up a NHW scheme that raises 

awareness of local issues and enables 

e f f e c t i v e ,  s p e e d y ,  t w o - w a y 

communication. 
 

PC Jim Charlton has been a dedicated 

supporter of NHW and will be very sadly 

missed from the Chineham Beat. We 

wish him well in his new post. 
 

Laura Romney 

chinehamnhw@bdnw.org.uk, tel. 817893 

 

Free Farm Fun for Families! 
 

Laverstoke Park Farm in Overton is 

regularly featured on TV. On Friday 3rd 

June (half term week) there is a free 

family fun afternoon from 2-5pm. After 

meeting up at the Education Centre, it 

will be necessary to drive along the 

farm roads, in convoy, between 

locations. There will be hens, lambs 

and calves in the fields and hand-

reared lambs in the barns. Children 

can bottle-feed our buffalo calves and 

sample our delicious buffalo milk ice 

cream.  
 

It is a working farm rather than a 

visitor centre so children must be at 

least 4 years old and closely 

supervised at all times. Places strictly 

limited. Further instructions, directions 

and our risk assessment will be 

emailed to those who register their 

interest by email.  
 

Laura Romney 
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Chineham WI 
 

Our members enjoyed a fascinating 

demonstration of Ikebana (Japanese 

floristry) at our meeting in March. 

Jonathan Bird instructed us in this 

thoughtful art and created a deceptively 

simple floral arrangement, which he 

kindly donated for our raffle. Jonathan 

owns and runs Ikebana Floral Design, a 

florists, on Overton High Street and has 

been studying ikebana for many years. 

Jonathan's enthusiasm was contagious 

and inspired members to want to create 

their own ikebana display at home.   
 

Chineham WI will be holding a stall in 

Chineham Shopping Centre on Saturday, 

7th May 2016 offering home-grown 

plants and homemade cakes for sale. We 

hope you will be tempted by our produce!   
 

Later in May we are pleased to be 

entering two teams in the annual 

Hampshire Federation Quiz. The initial 

Group stage takes place at Cliddesden 

Village Hall. The winning team of the 

Group stage will progress to compete 

against teams from other WIs around 

Hampshire to find the overall winner 

within Hampshire. Meanwhile, our 

Scrabble Club continue to meet once a 

month for a 'night on the (Scrabble) tiles' 

at the Chineham Arms and the Lunch 

Club is flourishing with over a dozen 

lunchers every month. The WI Lunch Club 

meet at different venues, supporting local 

pubs and restaurants while enjoying 

socialising with fellow members.   
 

If you would like join in the fun, please 

come along to any of our regular monthly 

meetings at Christ Church, Reading Road, 

Chineham at 7:30 pm, where you will be 

welcomed by a lively group of local ladies. 

We offer a varied program including 

intellectual topics, craft demonstrations 

and social events. Our upcoming 

meetings include:  

 

23 May: AGM and committee election 

27 June: Have Microphone Will Travel 

with Alan Grace 

25 July: How Do You Take Yours? (Tea) 

with Terri Read 
 

We look forward to meeting you. 
 

Pam Malcolm 

Chineham WI 

 

Chat News 
 

We need a replacement volunteer to 

take six bundles of the Chat to our six 

road distributors in the area around 

Lillymill Chine. Towards the end of 

each month, the Chat copies will be 

delivered to you in 2 crates with 

instructions. It only takes an hour or so 

and relief distribution can be arranged 

if you are ill or on holiday. Can you help 

us? 

 

Laura Romney 01256 817893 

distribution@chinehamchat.com 

 

New Chineham Chat series—we would 

like to feature a series of articles 

about the history of Chineham. Are you 

a keen local historian? We are looking 

for pieces either about a specific 

building or area in Chineham, or about 

Chineham during a specific period of 

history.  

 

If you have ideas and would like to 

contribute an article to the Chat, 

please get in touch with the Editor.  

 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

editor@chinehamchat.com 
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Greening Chineham 
 

Did you know that in the United Kingdom 

a family with children could save 

£60 a month by eliminating food 

waste? According to the website 

www.lovefoodhatewaste.com 

this is usually made up of fresh 

vegetables and salad, drink, 

fresh fruit, bread and cakes and 

we throw away more food than 

packaging every year.   
 

Food was on ration when I was a 

child. I remember long queues to 

obtain extra portions of cheese, biscuits 

being weighed out from large tins, with 

the broken bits at the bottom being sold 

cheaply in paper bags. Stale bread was 

made into crumbs, rusks or bread 

pudding and sour milk into cream cheese 

– I can still remember that smell! 
 

The Sunday roast became cold meat and 

chips on Monday, mince on Tuesday and 

there was always a stock pot and bowl of 

dripping. I remember the introduction of 

sliced bread in a waxed paper cover 

which was then used for wrapping our 

sandwiches. When plastic food bags were 

brought out they were washed, dried and 

used many times. 
 

It is said that half of the total amount of 

food thrown away in the UK comes from 

our homes, much of which could have 

been eaten. It is wasted because we cook 

too much or do not use it in time. If you 

want to save some money, please think 

about planning menus in advance, 

measuring portions and using up 

leftovers. The Victorians said “Waste not, 

want not” but maybe should have added 

“and save money”. 

 

Jean Wilde 

Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 
At the Wed 6th April meeting 

Chairman John Lambeth 

welcomed 61 members and 

Secretary Tony Brazier gave details 

of forthcoming trips to Brooklands 

Motor Museum and Hatchlands 

Park on Tues 17th May and 

Blenheim Palace on Fri 17th June. 
 

The speaker was Iain Kennedy 

whose talk was “Liverpool, Capital of 

the Transatlantic Slave Trade”. He 

described how the shipping magnates of the 

1700s saw great potential in shipping slaves 

from West Africa, a practice that had been 

carried out by the Spanish and Portuguese 

since the time of Elizabeth 1. The first ship out 

of Liverpool to do this in 1700 was called 

Liverpool Trader and carried 220 slaves, 

netting £330,000 profit. He explained sailing 

from Liverpool was much safer than trying to 

navigate the English Channel at the time of 

the Napoleonic wars and how trade in sugar 

and cotton as well as  slaves for these 

industries ensured huge profits for the ship 

owners. This continued until the Abolition of 

Slavery Act of 1833 when the owners, having 

realised that their profitable business was 

coming to an end, used their wealth to create 

some of the well-known banks and business 

empires which remain to this day. 
 

The next meeting will be 4th May with 

speaker Jane Komrower from the CAB. We 

meet on the first Wed of each month at 

Brookvale Village Hall, 10am-12noon and all 

retired Civil Servants and partners are 

welcome. Further details about meetings 

can be obtained from Tony Brazier on 

418770 or bjmapbr@ntlworld.com, if you 

would like to join any of our trips please 

contact Kate Lambeth on 328791. 
 

David Cowling 
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News from the Beat 
 

After 10 years of being the beat officer 

for Chineham, I am being moved to 

another station (I haven’t done anything 

wrong, I promise), and so this will be the 

last article you will receive from me. A 

replacement constable will be arriving 

shortly, as will an extra PCSO. 

 

I think it would be fair to say that in the 

decade I have been on the beat I have 

done some good work for the Parish and 

have had some ‘good arrests’ as we call 

them, of which I could recount many 

interesting stories for you. Amongst 

them would probably be solving the 

significant anti-social behaviour 

problems around the shopping centre 

and Simons Road area, the 65% decline 

in burglary rates after I got a burglar 

convicted and then evicted from the 

beat (rates have remained permanently 

lower ever since), and with the help of 

the Trading Standards, putting a double-

glazing salesman firmly in his place after 

he was abusive to an elderly resident. 

But perhaps the most satisfying job I 

had was that of the stolen Snowmen 

from Sherfield Park a few years ago.  

 

Just before Christmas 2014 a number 

of large outdoor snowman decorations 

were stolen from the estate. A 

neighbour of one of the victims had 

CCTV, and it showed a small Fiat drive 

into the road and park-up out of sight. 

A short, stocky male wearing a flat cap 

was then seen to approach the 

victims’ house and walk back to his 

car carrying the unfortunate snowman 

before driving off and stealing another 

one from elsewhere in the estate.  

 

Upon viewing the CCTV footage from 

the infra-red camera, I found that the 

house and street lighting meant that 

the registration was over-illuminated 

and could not be seen. However, I 

managed to find one single frame in 

the footage where I could just make 

out the first digit of the registration, 

which was a ‘V’. I then used the ANPR 

(automatic number plate recognition) 

cameras that had been temporarily 

set-up on the A33 to search for a 

vehicle matching the description. Low 

and behold there was one match 

heading north just after the last theft 

had occurred. 
 

A few days later a colleague and I 

went up to Reading and out of the 

force area to pay the registered owner 

a visit. Arriving in the unfamiliar road, 

we stopped briefly to look at the house 

numbers in order to find the address, 

when the female driver of a vehicle 

leaving the road flagged us down. We 

wound down our windows and the 

female asked if we had come to see 

them about a crime they had reported. 

Taking a closer look at the vehicle, I 

realised it was the Fiat involved in the 

thefts. As the address concerned was 

in the Thames Valley Police area, the 

crime report had been logged with 

that force and not with Hampshire, 

and it was mere coincidence that we 

had come to visit them.  
 

Taking advantage of the situation, I 

confirmed that indeed we were there 

to see them (well, I wasn’t lying), and 

told them we would follow her back to 

her address. As I said this, the person 

sat in the front passenger seat, who 

up until this point had been obscured 

by the female, leant forward. He was 

wearing a flat cap and was of short, 

stocky build.  



 

 

 

Arriving at their house I revealed the 

true nature of our visit to them and 

their family, and told the male that I 

had CCTV footage showing him 

stealing the poor, innocent snowman. 

After I made it very clear that 

resistance was futile, the male showed 

us into his back garden, where we 

located the two stolen snowmen along 

with some other outdoor decorations.  

 

I asked the offender if any of these 

were stolen. He said they were not. I 

then told him that I was going to make 

a note of all his outdoor decorations 

and search the reported crimes for 

Hampshire and Thames Valley Police 

for any matching theft reports, and 

that if I found any, that I would come 

back and seize all his Christmas 

decorations on suspicion they were 

stolen. Fortunately the male saw 

sense once more and pointed to two 

large fairy light trees which he claimed 

to have ‘found’ by the side of a road in 

Bramley.  

 

After issuing the male with a hefty fine, 

we loaded the liberated snowmen and 

fairy light trees into our car and drove 

to Sherfield Park were we reunited the 

families with their belongings. I’m sure 

you won’t be surprised to find out that 

upon searching crime reports in the 

Bramley area I found one where two 

fairy light tress had been half-inched. I 

called the victim, who happened to be 

in the queue at the local garden centre 

buying two new trees at the time, and 

had great pleasure in giving them the 

good news. 

 

Usually the luck is on the side of the 

offender, but this time it was on ours. 

PC Jim Charlton 21015 

 

Anti-social Behaviour Update:  In late March 

a motorbike was stolen overnight from 

Larchwood. The bike has since been 

recovered and a male has been arrested 

and is on bail. 

 

About the same time a Landrover Defender 

was stolen from the car park of the 

shopping centre. You may know that 

Landrover have ceased making the 

Defender and therefore we are likely to see 

an increase in thefts of this type of car due 

to demand for spare parts. So if you have 

one make sure you take extra steps to 

protect it. Fortunately the stolen vehicle was 

recovered and is back with the owner. 

 

We also suffered two smash ‘n’ grab thefts 

from vans in Longacre Rise and Hartswood. 

 

We have had further reports of youths 

hanging around in the bus stop on Reading 

Road and causing a nuisance and youths 

on the roofs of Four Lanes and Great 

Binfields schools. Anyone caught will be 

issued with ASB warnings so please make 

sure your children are not involved. 

 

PCSO Nicole Wheatley 15936 

 
Beat surgery – 1st Wed. of the month at Costa 

Coffee in Chineham Centre, 16:30-17:30. 
 

Tel:   101   (or    request   to   leave   a  

message using our collar numbers). 
 

james.charlton@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 

nicole.wheatley@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 

 
Did you know? There is a webpage for 

the Chineham Chat, where you can 

download past copies and get useful 

information about key contacts and 

links. 

 

www.chinehamchat.com/ 

13 



 

 

Chineham Parish Council 
Annual  Par ish  Assembly :  A l l 

residents are invited to attend the 

Annual Parish Assembly which will be 

held on Tuesday 24 May 2016 at 

7.30pm in the Community Rooms at 

Chineham Village Hall. A member of 

the Hampshire Crimestoppers Team 

will be giving a presentation, the 

Chairman will provide a report of the 

Parish Council and a statement of 

accounts for the year ended 31 

March 2016 will be presented. 

Please refer to the Parish Council 

website and noticeboards for further 

information and the agenda. 

 

The Friends of Four Lanes Schools 

Summer Fete: Parish Councillors will be 

attending this event on Saturday 25 

June 2016. Please come and see us at 

our stand to find out what we have done 

for the community in the last few years 

and what we have planned. We would 

love to hear your ideas and suggestions. 

 

Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation 

Trust: The Trust is running a 

questionnaire on its current services 

and plans. It would like to find out what 

more can be done locally to make 

services even more accessible. The 

direct link to the questionnaire can be 

f o u n d  a t  w w w . b i t . l y /

HampshireHospitals. The deadline for 

responses is 13 May 2016. 

 

Ticks/Lyme Disease: The Parish Council 

has received correspondence from a 

resident concerning the prevalence of 

ticks in the local area and the 

possibility of contracting Lyme Disease. 

From spring through to autumn, it is 

best to be alert for ticks which can be 

found in moist areas of dense 

vegetation or long grass in woodland, 

grassland, moorland, heathland and 

some urban parks and gardens. More 

information on how to remove ticks and 

the signs and symptoms of Lyme 

Disease can be found at http://

www.nhs.uk/conditions/Lyme-disease/

Pages/Introduction.aspx. 

 

Fly-tipping: We have received a number 

of reports of garden waste being dumped 

in various ditches and copses around the 

parish.  Not only does this look unsightly 

for everyone else, if the ditches are full 

and we have heavy rain there is nowhere 

for the water to go.  Garden waste can be 

taken to the Household Waste Recycling 

Centre on Wade Road (opening times: 

9am-6pm until 30 September). 

 

Events: The Parish Council website has an 

“Events Calendar” and so if you would like 

to provide details of any events for 

Chineham residents we can include them. 

 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meetings are to be held on 9 May 2016.  

The Annual General Meeting starts at 

7.45 pm and the Full Council Meeting 

starts at 8 pm (or as soon after as is 

convenient). Both meetings will take 

place in the Community Rooms at 

Chineham Village Hall. The Parish Council 

is here to help the residents of Chineham, 

so if there is a Chineham issue you are 

concerned about, please feel free to 

contact the Clerk, Sally Jackson, on 

0 1 2 5 6  4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the Assistant 

Clerk, Julia Johnston, on 01256 324345 

or email assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 

 

Sally Jackson 
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Basingstoke Lions Club 
As you may know our website won an award 

at the Lions Clubs District Convention. Many 

thanks to everyone who supported our bid 

both by voting and visiting our website which 

gets about 2000 hits a month during which 

5000 pages are visited—not bad going for a 

bunch of amateurs. The District Convention 

is a get together of the 65 Clubs at which 

ideas are exchanged and business proposals 

made. The latter are appropriately (given their 

origins and content) called “motions”. 

Otherwise it’s an excuse for a jolly. 
 

Fundraising: Our Annual Swimathon was 

held on 5th March. Fourteen teams took part 

in this relay event. The financial return won’t 

be known for a while yet as sponsorship 

money tends to arrive in dribs and drabs.  
 

The Heritage Light Orchestra played for us for 

the fourth year in succession on 2nd April. We 

keep bringing it back because the members 

are brilliant and a true reflection of the talent 

that abounds in Basingstoke. Every year their 

Director, Neil Streeter, puts together a 

marvellous selection of music with a theme,  

this year the music of Paris and London.  
 

Welfare: We donated £800 to two major 

cases requiring assistance and £174 to 3 

minor cases. 
 

Upcoming Events: The Lions Den, our popular 

putting game, will be doing the rounds in 

support of other charities’ and schools’ open 

days throughout the summer. Have a go if you 

see us. But dads, please don’t enter into 

competition with your kids unless you’re into 

humiliation. You can book it for your event by 

contacting bazmore@virginmedia.com. Our 

Website Events calendar now shows all our 

planned events for the year including a couple 

of totally new ones. Please take a look 

www.basingstokelions.org.uk. 
 

Philip Wilson 

Probus Club 
Retired Royal Navy Captain Mike Sant gave a 

presentation to the Probus Club for retired 

professional & business men, recounting his 

flight training and global operation of 

helicopters. As a young naval officer he learned 

to fly the legendary Tiger Moth biplane. Mike 

then underwent joint service jet instruction with 

the RAF but due to chronic air sickness while 

instrument flying, was re-streamed to fly 

helicopters. He attended the RN helicopter 

flying school, gaining his Wings in 1964. 
 

Mike illustrated the basic principles of 

helicopter aerodynamics and controls, 

describing the problems he encountered 

learning to fly the early single engine 

machines, including engine failure. Posted 

for anti-submarine duties flying the new 

Wessex helicopter, he was on board the 

aircraft carrier HMS Victorious in the Far 

East. He explained how they searched for 

submarines, and life on board an extremely 

busy, congested ship alongside fast jet 

aircraft. A Wessex had to be airborne every 

time a jet took off or landed should one go 

overboard and the crew need rescuing. 
 

Promoted to Flight Commander on the frigate 

HMS Eskimo, Mike flew the Wasp helicopter in 

the anti-submarine role. Perched precariously 

on a tiny platform-cum-hangar, he described 

operating and managing a team in an 

inhospitable ocean environment. He was 

senior pilot of Prestwick 819 RN Squadron 

flying Sea Kings, the main role being anti-

submarine. However, the base was ideally 

positioned to support the deployment of 

nuclear submarines from Faslane and search/

rescue operations for sea and the Scottish 

mountains. Mike’s last flying job was as 

Commander (Air), Portland, flying Wessex V.   
 

See www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com for 

more information about the Probus club.  
 

Paul Flint 
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County and Borough 

Councillor Elaine Still 
 

A lot of misinformation is being put around about 

the proposed changes to the services run from 

the Children’s Centres in the Borough and I am 

worried that it might cause unnecessary concern 

to families who benefit from the services. 
 

Hampshire County Council is consulting on 

improvements to the services and considering 

how best to focus the service on those families 

where there is a need. The proposal is for the 

refocused services to work with: 

•Families with young children who need support 

and help to be effective, resilient and nurturing 

parents 

•Parents with learning disabilities who may 

require additional help 

•Parents who need help with their children’s 

behaviour, learning and development in order to 

keep their children safe and healthy. 
 

That means delivering services in more flexible 

ways through home visits and the use of 

whatever community venues are most 

appropriate. The suggestion that everyone will 

be obliged to travel to Buckskin is untrue. 

Buckskin will function as a hub for the Family 

Support Service. Service delivery to the families 

needing them will be through some of the 

existing buildings and Outreach Venues such as 

Community centres, libraries and church halls. 
 

The new service will provide a service to 

Vulnerable Families with children 0-19: a 

'one stop shop' for people who need help. 

This seems to be a sensible proposal and 

one that is worth sensible discussion, at 

least. I will be working very closely with my 

Hampshire County Council colleagues to 

ensure the right services are delivered, in 

the right way, by the right provider, to the 

right people in the right location. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 01256 880926 

Mobile: 07747862913 

Website elainestill.com 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
 

Now that Centrica has submitted an 

application to BDBC for the Generating 

Plant within the Chineham Business 

Park, I am optimistic that we should 

learn what their defined proposals are in 

terms of design and environmental 

impact. As I write in the middle of April, 

the application is still in the process of 

verification by the BDBC Planning 

Officers and as soon as it is released we 

will have an opportunity to study the 

details and wider informed consultation 

can begin. I understand that Centrica 

has given a limited presentation to the 

Nursery School on Hanmore road but 

there will be further wider consultation 

across Chineham. 
 

The new BDBC year will begin after the 

L o c a l  a n d  P o l i c e  a n d  C r i m e 

Commissioner Elections. There are two 

Borough activities of interest to 

Chineham coming up; the Planning 

Appeal against the refusal to allow 4 

Gypsy/traveller pitches on Dixon Road 

26/27 April and the Full Council for the 

adoption of the Local Plan on the 26th 

May. 
 

Ward Councillors have also attended a 

Master Planning session to look at the 

proposed development site East of 

Basingstoke in the Local Plan (close to 

the incinerator).  He advised that an 

ancient monument (Park Pale), the 

incinerator and flooding were all issues 

that had been raised with Officers. This 

site on the east side of the A33 opposite 

C h i n e h a m  i s  d e s i g n a t e d  t o 

accommodate 450 dwellings. 
 

Paul Miller 

Tel: 01256 467400 

Mobile: 07777 659022 

cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  



 

 

Local Mum Nominated for 

Child Activity Award 

 

The nominees for the 2016 What's On 4 

Junior Awards have been announced - and 

Sherfield mum Michelle Vint from Tots 

Play Basingstoke & Hook is amongst 

them! These awards celebrate the UK's 

best activities, classes, people and places 

for children as nominated and voted for by 

parents, carers and parents-to-be.  
 

Michelle is a nominee in the Most 

Outstanding Activity Leader for the Under 

5’s - South category and the Tots Play 

franchise is a nominee in the Best 

National Baby & Toddler Development 

Activity (newborn to 2 years). 
 

Tots Play is a unique, multi-activity, play 

class suitable for babies from birth to 3 

years. Classes include baby yoga, sign 

language, massage, sensory play and more. 

Michelle owns the Basingstoke & Hook 

franchise and runs classes at Sherfield Park 

Community Centre, Hook Community 

Centre and Christ Church, Chineham. 

Michelle said: "I am so happy to have been 

nominated for this award, especially since I 

have only been running classes in the area 

since June 2015. I love my job and seeing 

the children who attend my classes develop 

over time is so rewarding. This nomination 

means so much to me." 
 

Until 11 May, parents can log onto 

www. whatson4 l i t t leo n es .co .uk , 

www.whatson4schoolkids.co.uk and 

www.whatson4kidsparties.co.uk to vote 

for their favourites. The winners will be 

announced on 23 June, and everyone 

who votes or nominates will also be in 

with a chance to win 2 VIP tickets to 

attend the awards ceremony and 

reception and meet the winners, finalists, 

sponsors and VIPs.  

Festival Place Fashion Event 

 

Basingstoke shopping centre Festival 

Place is holding a two-day fashion 

extravaganza on Saturday 7th to 

Sunday 8th May. Including an array of 

activities and entertainments, the 

event will also be joined by renowned 

fashion stylist, JP. 

 

Founder and stylist of styling service, 

Effortmade, JP’s fashion career has 

seen him style the seasonal 

campaigns for a range of UK shopping 

centres, as well as present for online 

fashion channel, London Live. Over the 

weekend JP will host a mini catwalk 

with an educational fashion showcase. 

Here, customers will be able to see the 

hottest looks of the season and 

receive expert tips on how to wear 

them.   

 

Throughout the event Festival Place 

fashion photographers will be on the 

hunt for the most stylish looks, sharing 

the best ‘street style’ on social media. 

Shoppers will also be invited to snap 

their fashion selfies and share them 

on social media with #fashionplace for 

the chance to win big prizes.  

 

For those in need of a bit of 

pampering, there will be a Health and 

Beauty Lounge,  where customers can 

come and relax with free hair styling, 

nail painting and beauty treatments 

from the likes of Benefit, Clarins, Hair 

Lab, Shear Beauty and The Body Shop. 

 

To stay up to date with Festival Place’s 

fashion event and other activities visit 

www.festivalplace.co.uk/fashionplace 

 

Alana Hebenton 
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Minister’s Message 

A few weeks ago some friends 

mentioned that they were going off on 

holiday. It was during a cold spell when 

everything was a bit grey and damp, 

which just about describes the whole 

winter! They told me where they were 

going and it sounded very nice and 

above all warm and sunny. I have to 

say that my immediate reaction was 

one of envy. Lucky them jetting off to 

the sun! I was tired and feeling I 

needed a break – it is amazing how 

one can get tired when you only work 

one day a week!  
 

As I walked home I reflected on that 

immediate reaction of envy and a bit of 

self-pity. Clearly it wasn’t justified. I mean 

it is not as if I don’t have holidays and not 

as if my friends didn’t deserve and need 

a holiday. It was just an immediate 

reaction but it made me think. 
 

It made me realise again how easy it is 

in life to be selfish. How easy it is to 

want for ourselves and that means at 

times it can be hard to be happy for 

others doesn’t it. I think we all have a 

selfish gene to a greater or lesser extent 

but we don’t have to pander to it. 
 

A few days later some of us at Christ 

Church met to pray and at the end it 

transpired that one of our number was 

quite ill and yet had been faithfully 

praying for others. 
 

So here is a little thought of seeking to 

think of others and especially to be 

happy for others in whatever they are 

doing or feeling. I think this kind of 

thinking is behind a statement I read 

in the newspaper recently in an article 

about the joys of being 80, which said, 

“I have been young but the young have 

not been old, so I am the winner.” It is 

easy to envy the young their youth but 

better to rejoice with them that they 

have it. 
 

I am happy that my friends had a 

holiday and that they enjoyed it. I am 

grateful that our church member was 

able to come and pray, for from both I 

have learned a bit more about being 

concerned for others and, where 

appropriate, to be glad for them and to 

rejoice with them. 
 

Ian Bentley 

(Minister at Christ Church Chineham 

 

Christ Church Activities 
Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am—

no charge, all welcome! Groups for 

children and young people meet at the 

10.30am service. The 9am service 

tends to be quieter and more 

reflective. In May we continue looking 

at Colossians hoping to use what God 

said through Paul to grow in our 

disc iplesh ip.  Serv ice of  Holy 

Communion at 11am on Tues 31 May, 

lunch available afterwards at 12noon.  
 

Christianity Explored: Everyone is 

invited to join us as we explore the 

following questions together: 

3 May – Is Jesus God? 

10 May – Why did Jesus come? 

17 May – Why did Jesus die? 

24 May – Why did Jesus rise from the dead? 

31 May – What is Grace? 

7 June – What is a Christian? 
 

Each evening will commence with 

supper at 7.30pm and will include a 

talk as well as plenty of opportunities 

to ask questions. For further details 

and/or to book contact Ruth (contact 

details below). All welcome, no charge. 
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Ethics: We will be running a series of 

evenings on ethical issues and how 

they relate to the Bible on the following 

dates from 8-9.30pm: 

28 April – How do we make choices 

12 May – Issues to do with birth 

26 May – Genetic engineering 

9 June – End of life issues 

16 June – Topic to be confirmed 

All welcome, no charge. If you have any 

questions please contact Ruth below. 
 

Prayer: If you would like to come and 

pray you are most welcome: our Prayer 

Room is open whenever the building is 

open. Drop in to sit and pray in silence, or we 

can arrange for someone to pray with 

you. Prayer meetings are scheduled on a 

weekly basis throughout April on alternative 

Sun and Mon evenings, all welcome. You do 

not have to pray out loud and prayers are led.    
  

Coffee and Co: Mon 9.30-11.30. Coffee, 

cake and activities for the children. The 

café is open to all—you will find a warm 

welcome, plenty of people to chat with 

and toys for the children!   
 

Ladies’ film night: thank you to all the ladies 

who came along to our film night in April. We 

were able to send nearly £100 to refugees on 

the Greek Macedonian border for “baby aid”.   
 

Luncheon Club: Tues 31 May,  

12noon, £4 adults, £2 children. A tasty 

two course lunch and good company! 

No need to book, all welcome. 

 

CCBBies: Thurs 10.00-11.15am (term 

times), free of charge. A range of activities 

for pre-school children as we learn about 

Jesus and the Bible together. Parents/

carers are required to stay with their 

children, refreshments are served. There is 

always a craft for the children to take home 

at the end of the session. 
  

Kids’ Club: 14 May, 5-6.30pm, Wesley 

Hall, £1. Primary school children are 

invited to join us for fun and 

games. Bring a friend and some extra 

cash for a hot snack! Usual activities 

include crafts, Wii, PlayStation, table 

tennis, pool and more! The Club is 

supervised by volunteers from the 

church who are all DBS checked. 
  

C3Y: Fri 8-9.30pm (term times), 

Wesley Hall, £1. Open to young people 

from year 6 upwards, bring some extra 

cash for tuck. A range of weekly 

activities including a special activity 

each month. First visit free, so invite 

your friends and join us! 
 

Messy Church: 9 May 3.45-5.45pm.  

Families are invited to join us for lots of 

messy fun as we learn about Jesus and 

the Bible together.  Refreshments and 

games, activities, supper at 5.15pm, and 

it is time to go home at 5.45pm. All 

welcome, no need to book, but let us 

know about special dietary needs in 

advance. 
 

Big Brekkie: Sun 15 May 9.30-11am. The 

young people in Pathfinders and Re:fill 

will be serving breakfast (both hot and 

cold food) to raise funds for and 

awareness of Christian Aid. Please let us 

know if you are coming. 
 

4Men: Sun 22May 6.30pm, around £5. 

Sunday Supper Club - men cook, eat and 

then wash up together. Lots of banter, 

some beer (and soft drinks too). All men 

welcome, please let us know if you are 

coming. 
 

Charity collections: we collect stamps (new 

and used), ink cartridges, postcards, 

spectacles, socks, tools, bedding, tins/packets 

of food, and supermarket milk tops for various 

charities. We can find a home for most things 

27 



 

 

so if you have anything do contact us!   
 

Room hire: available on a one-off or regular 

basis. Prices start at £8 per hour (Community 

Rate) which includes use of the kitchen/

snack bar where tea, coffee, sugar and 

squash are provided. Groups that 

regularly hire the church include Health 

Visitors, Bridge and Guides, along with 

a range of University of the Third Age 

groups including Sewing, Painting and 

Environmental Science. 
 

Further information: if you would like to know 

anything about Christ Church please contact 

R u t h  o r  G i l l  o n  4 7 4 2 8 0 , 

admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk or drop 

in to the office (open from Mon—Fri from 

9.30am to 2.30pm). You can also find out 

info on  www.christchurchchineham.org.uk, 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/

christchurchchineham) and follow us on 

Twitter @ccChineham. 
 

Ruth Randall 

 

National Women’s Register 
 

A busy month for our group this month 

with visit to Fyffe's Bananas, a talk on 

London Livery Companies, an enjoyable 

lunch and a lively meeting on Decluttering 

where some of us shared our particular 

hoarding tendencies and picked up lots of 

tips and advice for Decluttering our lives 

from members who apparently do not 

suffer from this particular affliction. 

 

This month a group will be attending local 

NWR conference on Women's Rights, we 

have two teams to represent our group in 

Hook NWR quiz, a day trip to London and 

a meeting discussing Ethics. All this as 

well as our regular lunch and Book group. 

 

If you would like to find out more about 

our group please contact Diane, Tel:  

325554, email: diane.hope@tiscali.ci.uk 

or Evelyn, tel: 816636, email: 

evelyncjjones@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Diane Hope 

 

Family Fun Duck Race 
 

Every year the Rotary Club of Basingstoke 

Loddon runs a Duck Race for charity, on 

the second Bank Holiday Monday in May. 

The nominated charity this year is the Ark 

Cancer Charity which is raising funds to 

build a specialized Cancer Unit in 

Basingstoke. Most people in the area 

believe this is a very worthwhile cause. 
 

The Race is held on the River Loddon at 

Barton's Mill in Old Basing, RG24 8AE, 

starting at 1.30pm and finishing around 

3.00pm. This is an ideal event for families 

to attend as children love the duck race 

and adults can have a drink or a bite to 

eat while the kids can enjoy facepainting, 

lollies and watching the yellow & blue 

ducks go down the river. 
 

Each duck is numbered and duck tickets 

are £1 each. There are prizes for the 

winners of each Heat and a super first 

prize of “A Sightseeing trip in a Private 

Plane for 2 people” for the overall winner. 
 

Please do come along and enjoy the fun! 

 

John Bonner 

www.blrotary.uk 

 

Did you know? There is a page on Streetlife, a 

community area discussion forum, for 

Chineham. 

 

https://www.streetlife.com/area/chineham/ 
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Cats Protection Basingstoke 

& District Branch 
 

In July 2015 Cats Protection’s 

Basingstoke & District Branch received 

a call about two cats that had been 

left behind after their owners had 

been evicted. With a bit of detective 

work they tracked down their owners 

and they signed them over to the 

branch.  

 

Gayna Ballard, Branch Co-ordinator 

said: “We decided it would be best to 

home the cats separately. Stella soon 

found a home but poor Charlie didn’t 

have much luck. Twice we thought 

we’d found the perfect home but each 

time it fell through. Then in November, 

we had a call from a lady called 

Debbie who was looking for an older 

cat, and Charlie had caught her eye. 

They were the perfect match and he 

settled in straight away. 

 

“When Debbie’s sister-in-law, Michelle, 

met Charlie she couldn’t believe her 

eyes. It turned out Charlie was her cat 

Sox, who had gone missing five years 

earlier! They compared photos and he 

had the same face, eyes, markings 

and character. When Michelle called 

his name, he started rubbing himself 

round her legs. Isn’t that incredible?!” 

 

Sox wasn’t microchipped by Michelle, 

so unfortunately she couldn’t be 

traced. He is microchipped now, 

thankfully, so if he did ever go missing 

he could be reunited with his new 

o w n e r ,  D e b b i e .  I t  c e r t a i n l y 

demonstrates the importance of 

microchipping. 

 

Thousands of cats go missing every 

year and research conducted by Cats 

Protection found that almost half 

never return, so the charity 

recommends microchipping as a safe 

a n d  p e r m a n e n t  m e t h o d  o f 

identification. The charity reunites 

3,000 cats with their owners every 

year across the UK.  Microchipping is 

now compulsory for all dog owners in 

the UK. 

 

Microchips contain a unique 

identification number and are inserted 

under the cat’s skin between their 

shoulder blades. The number is linked 

to a database containing details of the 

pet, as well as the owner’s contact 

details. When a scanner detects the 

microchip, a simple phone call can 

ascertain the owner’s details and the 

pet can then be quickly returned 

home. 

 

“However, it is very important pet 

owners keep their details up to date so 

owners should check their certificate, 

which will tell them how to do this,” 

said Gayna. 

 

Cats Protection’s Basingstoke & 

District Branch operates a Lost and 

Found register, for more information 

p lease see the webs i te  at : 

w w w . b a s i n g s t o k e . c a t s . o r g . u k /

basingstoke/lost-and-found. 

 

Clare Toombes 

Cats Protection, Basingstoke  

 
 

Did you know? There is a page on 

Wikipedia about Chineham!  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chineham 
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Basing Singers 
 

Basing Singers are presenting a Spring 

Concert with special guests The Royal 

British Legion Corps of Drums. Our 

programme includes a variety of 

music, both old and new - something 

for everyone. 
 

Where: Christ Church, Chineham RG24 

8LG 

When: Saturday 14th May 2016 Time: 

7.30 pm  

Tickets: £6.00 adults, children under 

16 £1.00.  
 

Tickets will be on sale on the night at 

the door, or beforehand at Glasher 

Butchers in Belle Vue Road, Old 

Basing, or call Mike on 01256 

471493. There will be refreshments 

and a raffle. All proceeds are going to 

charity. This will be a very enjoyable 

evening and we look forward to seeing 

you there. 
 

Sue Wilson 

 

Royal British Legion 

 

On Saturday 14th May we have our ever 

popular coffee morning and Plant Sale 

from 11am till 2pm in the Jack Morris 

Hall at The British Legion in Crown Lane. 

Some highlights to look out for are New 

Guinea impatiens, hardy fuchsias and a 

wide variety of hardy perennials to name 

but a few. 
 

Come early as we sold out in two hours 

last year! If you have any donations 

please arrive before 11am. All money 

collected goes to the Poppy Appeal. For all 

enquiries please contact me on 07772 

883964 or btrussell1962ad@aol.com. 
 

Tim Russell 

Poppy Appeal Organiser 

St. Michael’s Hospice 
 

St. Michael’s Hospice is looking for 

volunteers to help out with their annual 

House to House collection in June. If you 

have a couple of hours to spare in June to 

deliver and pick up envelopes and would 

like to be involved then please contact 

Lynne Grimshaw, Community Campaigns 

Coordinator on 01256 848845 or email 

Lynne.grimshaw@stmichaelshospice.org.

uk 
 

Sue O’Flinn 

 

Hampshire Hospitals Services 
 

Don't miss the chance to have your say 

on the services provided by Hampshire 

Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust. The 

trust, which runs Basingstoke and North 

Hampshire Hospital, Royal Hampshire 

County Hospital in Winchester and 

Andover War Memorial Hospital, is 

carrying out an engagement programme 

to help it plan for the future. 
 

Visit bit.ly/HampshireHospitals to 

complete an online survey. The closing 

date for responses is 13 May 2016. Mary 

Edwards, chief executive of Hampshire 

Hospitals, said: “We are continually 

listening to the public and this survey 

gives us another way to understand 

people’s views of our services and our 

plans. It will help us shape what we do in 

the future.”  
 

If you would like to know more about the 

trust, you can watch short films featuring 

interviews with senior clinical staff talking 

about the services they run, the 

challenges they face and their plans for 

the future. These are available at 

hampshirehospitals.nhs.uk/news-events/

news/publ ic -engagement -spring-

2016.aspx. 
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Nature Notes 

It was wonderful how the daffodils 

brightened up Chineham with the 

forsythia now continuing the golden look. 

However, it is birds who dominate the 

article this month, beginning with 

MaryAnn’s report of a jay spotted on a 

shed in Cibbons Road, followed by Jean 

seeing a pheasant walking down Catkin 

Close. On several occasions I watched 

two red kites swooping over the house. 

During the middle of the month even the 

heron put in an appearance for us all as 

we live fairly close together. 
 

Graeme Down, who lives in Coppice Pale, 

has been carrying out a monthly survey of 

breeding birds for the British Trust for 

Ornithologists. The last count on 10th April 

in this area showed 24 species including 

blackcap. If they are overwintering in 

Britain, it could well have been a blackcap 

I saw on my feeder some months ago. 

Many thanks to Graeme who contacted 

me. Are you knowledgeable about 

butterflies and moths? Another email I 

received had me puzzled and Graeme 

may well know the answer.  
 

Bob Ricket returned from shopping and 

sat in his car, listening to the radio. On 

hearing a click, looked in the mirror and 

saw a sparrow on the windowsill of the 

rear door. It flew up to the roof, then 

down to the passenger door, back to the 

roof and again to the rear door. After a 

short time it flew away. I thought it might 

have been a courtship dance with the 

reflection. Several weeks later, Bob sent 

me a photo of the same bird outside his 

back door! That reminded me of actually 

seeing the blackbird at my friend’s 

house. It does wait for the sultanas to be 

placed on the bin without moving away. 
 

A roe deer was spotted going down 

Cibbons Road and soon afterwards one 

was seen in Catkin Close, so it was likely 

to have been the same one. Has the 

frogspawn arrived yet? 
  
On my journey last week, I was pleased 

to travel through some villages with old 

cottages because most had retained 

their front gardens full of colourful spring 

flowers. These reminded me of those 

seen up to the 1930s. 
 

I opened my front door three days ago 

and found an enormous hedgehog on 

the doormat. He scarpered as soon as 

he saw the light, but returned later to 

finish the biscuits. Droppings are 

observed daily at both front and back so 

I cannot calculate the number. 
 

Ginny Wright 

ginny.wright2@btinternet.com 

01256 479562  
 

Play Croquet!  
Now’s the time to forget winter and take up 

a new sport. Come and try croquet! You can 

play at Down Grange during the summer 

months with Basingstoke Croquet Club or 

the U3A Croquet Section. Forget the silly 

stuff you hear on the telly about croquet: it is 

a serious game that can be enjoyed by 

anybody. We play two types of croquet: 

"Association Croquet” is a game of skill and 

tactics, not unlike snooker on grass. There is 

also a simpler form, “Golf Croquet”, which is 

easier to play and more of a social event. 
  

If you would like to have a go – no previous 

experience required – come to Down Grange 

on a Saturday morning from about 10.00am. 

The lawn is up the hill to the left of the Toby 

Carvery entrance. For more details see our 

website www.basingstokecroquet.co.uk or e-

m a i l  C h a r m i a n  H a r r i s o n  a t 

info@basingstokecroquet.co.uk. 
 

Ian Harrison 



 

 

Four Lanes Community 

Junior School 
Spring has arrived at Four Lanes Junior 

School with daffodils, bluebells and 

primroses all enjoying the warm spring 

sunshine and the trees are starting to 

reveal their fresh, vivid, green leaves.  
 

Year 6 have been enjoying their topic on 

rainforests. "Rainforests was really fun" 

said an excited year 6 student. Many 

pupils liked this topic, including eating 

strange rainforest food. They also enjoyed 

their topic on evolution which involved a 

trip to Queen Mary’s College. It gave them 

an opportunity to see real skeletons!  
 

The children in Year 5 have been on an 

exciting swimming course for seven weeks. 

They have also made wonderful wooden 

models of a boat retrieval system and even 

used electronics. This involved accurate 

mathematics! They have mastered poetry 

as well as personification and have 

produced wonderful music about rivers. 

Some parents came to school to 

participate in a debate about "should we 

build houses on flood plains?" The children 

really enjoyed it! 
 

Year 4 have been learning about and 

investigating the process of recycling 

materials. They went on an outstanding 

trip to Festival Place to see their Recycling 

Centre and saw the machines they used to 

process it. As part of the children’s 

homework they were asked to do a survey 

on how much their parents recycle and 

what they recycle. They had an absolute 

blast learning about recycling and hope 

they do more exciting topics in the future! 
 

Romans have arrived in Year 3! The 

children have been learning all about 

Roman life and armies. The children made 

Roman shields for their homework and 

they look very fierce and colourful. They 

were made out of cardboard, red, gold and 

yellow paint, silver foil and lots of other 

recycled materials. For their topic outcome, 

Year 3 marched and practised Roman 

formations using their shields on the 

playground. They also sang Roman songs, 

made Celtic purses out of fabric and other 

materials and made colourful mosaics 

using coloured card and paper with their 

parents. They have just started looking at 

famous explorers and are planning a trip to 

HMS Victory in July. 
 

Isabel Mansbridge, Alyssa Vivian, Neel 

Kygonahally, Toby Lamerton 

 

National Neighbourhood 

Watch Week 
This year’s National Neighbourhood Watch 

Week will run from Saturday, June 18th to 

Sunday, June 26th, 2016. We traditionally 

choose this week to celebrate the 

Neighbourhood Watch movement as it 

covers the two weekends before and after 

the summer solstice on June 21. This time 

of year, with its long days and light evenings, 

gives our members the best opportunity to 

engage their local community in events to 

celebrate Neighbourhood Watch Week.  
 

As in previous years we will be doing everything 

we can to promote the good work 

Neighbourhood Watch does across our area as 

widely as possible. We would like co-ordinators 

to let us know what their members are doing to 

celebrate National Neighbourhood Watch 

Week so please contact the Basingstoke team 

at jdick040@gmail.com. Of course it would be a 

great help to the BDNWA committee if we have 

some volunteers to assist, so do please also let 

us know if you would like to help! We’ll make 

sure we update our website with all your good 

news.  
 

Brian Adams 
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Four Lanes Community 

Centre 
 

Caretaker wanted for Four Lanes 

Infant and Community School: We are 

looking for an energetic, hardworking, 

enthusiastic and reliable person who 

has a range of practical skills, to join 

our schools. The hours are mainly 

5.30pm to 9.30pm and therefore this 

could be an ideal opportunity for a 

candidate who wants an additional 

position beyond their current work. 

 

Minibeasts Maths Worskhop for dads 

and pre-school children. Sherfield 

Park, Sat 11 June, 10.30-11.30am, 

free of charge, booking essential. 

Come and enjoy our Minibeasts 

Workshop, a unique hands-on 

experience which can promote basic 

maths skills, environmental awareness 

and promote animal welfare. Activities 

include arts and crafts, stories and 

animal handling. 

 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: Wed 

9.30-11.00am, £12.00 for 6 weeks or 

£2.50 per week on a drop-in basis. For 

mums/dads, babies and pre-school 

children. There will be a range of 

activities including indoor and outdoor 

toys, arts and crafts, stories and 

rhymes, drinks and biscuits, all based 

in a safe and welcoming environment. 

Please contact us to register your 

interest.  

 

ZUMBA: Zumba is a popular fitness 

programme inspired by Latin dance.  

It’s the best way to lose weight while 

enjoying high energy and motivating 

dance moves alongside fantastic 

dance music. Mondays 7.30pm to 

8.30pm, Tuesdays 7.00pm to 8.00pm. 

Cost  £6.00 pay as you go. Contact 

Rina Mistry 07971 553658. 

 

Hatha Yoga: No previous experience 

required, suitable for all levels. 

Payable in blocks of 6 weeks cost 

£30.00 or drops in at £6.00 per class. 

For further information and to book 

the course please contact Kati on 

0 7 4 5 0  2 2 6 7 1 9  o r  e m a i l 

pumpkinyoga@gmail.com. 

 

Linguatastic: Languages with Linguatastic 

include French and Spanish before 

school clubs; Italian, Spanish and French 

for adults; and French for secondary 

school pupils. For further information 

please email info@linguatastic.com or 

phone 811100. 

 

Good Companions—over 55s Group: 

Come along and enjoy tea and 

homemade cake with a variety of 

speakers and activities.  Events available 

on request. Four Lanes Community 

Centre, 3rd Tuesday of every month. 
  
Virginia Wyatt 

 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre 
 

To book a place, order online from 

ww.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php, visit 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre in 

Festival Place, or call 01256 478670. 

Advance book ing  is  s t rong l y 

recommended. 

 

May events: 

Disability Signpost Service: Tuesday 3, 

10am-12 noon. Drop-in for information 

on topics including transport, benefits, 

housing and more. 

 

Hampshire Wel lbeing Service: 

Thursday 5, 10am-12 noon. Drop-in 
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and find out about local health care 

services and entitlement. 

 

Discover Board Games: Sat 7 and 21, 

10am-1pm, ages 3+. Free of charge.  

 

Board Games for Grown-Ups: Sat 7, 2–

4pm, Wed 11 4-5pm, Wed 25 4-5pm, 

ages 14+, free of charge. Develop your 

skills of cooperation and strategy in 

this friendly group. Meet in the Coffee 

Shop area. Some games provided or 

bring your own. 

 

Drop-In Surgery with Local Councillor: 

Sat 7, 2-3pm. Meet the Hampshire 

County Councillor for Basingstoke 

Central Criss Connnor to discuss local 

issues. 

 

Creative Writing: Mon 9, 2-4pm, cost 

£1. New members are welcome at this 

supportive group for writers of all 

genres and ability. 

 

Creative Writing for Young Adults: Wed 

11 and 25, 4-5pm, free of charge, age 

11-15. Gain confidence in your writing 

and meet like-minded people in this 

friendly group.  

 

Painting for Fun: Thurs 12 and 26 

2.30-4.30pm, free of charge. Informal 

group of painters who share tips and 

conversation in coffee shop area. 

 

Young Embroiderers’ Club: Sat 14, 

1.30-4.15pm, ages 5-16, cost £5. 

Learn new skills and meet new friends. 

 

Get to Know Your iPads: Tues 17 and 

24, 9.30am-12.30pm, 2 week course, 

cost £20. Suitable for beginners. Find 

your way around an iPad and learn 

how to get the most out of its 

applications. (iPads available to use, 

or bring your own.) 

 

Family History Drop-in Surgery: Tues 

17, 10am-12pm, free of charge. Free 

help and support for those looking into 

family history. 

 

Poetry Group: Wed 18, 10.30am-

12.noon, cost £1. Read and share 

poetry with other like-minded people. 

 

Wire Bead & Button Workshop: Wed 

18 and 25, 1.00-4.00pm, 2 week 

course, cost £20.  Recycle wire, 

buttons and beads and create useful 

and decorative items for the home, 

with Textile Designer and Teacher, 

Judith Venn. All materials included but 

you are invited to bring your own 

buttons and beads too if you wish. 2-

week course with Judith Venn. 

 

Children’s Crafts: Saturday 28, 10am, 

ages 3+, free of charge. 

 

Basingstoke Remembers the Fallen at 

Jutland: A Town in Mourning: Sat 28, 

10.00am, cost £3. Amateur historian David 

Stewart looks at the Biggest Naval Battle of 

the Great War up to that date and specifically 

the men from the town and surrounding 

villages who died aboard His Majesty’s Ships 

that day. www.basingstokeremembers.co.uk 

 

Phil Jarvis 

 

 

Did you know? There is a website 

about Chineham Parish Council, which 

includes information about the history 

of Chineham as well as useful contacts 

and other information.  

 

http://www.chineham.gov.uk/ 
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A Thank You!  
 

A great big thank you to my wonderful 

neighbours, the local community and The 

Barn Animal hospital. I was looking after a 

neighbour’s dog who escaped when I was 

going in to take him for a walk, he then 

ran off and after driving and walking 

around the village for little more than half 

an hour we discovered another animal 

lover had found him and taken him 

straight to The Barn where they looked 

after him until we collected him.  We have 

lived in Chineham for 3 years now and 

are very happy here, but it is times like 

this when you have a really deep 

appreciation for a good community spirit. 

 

Lisa, Meadowland 

 

German Memories 
 

Some time ago I spotted a German 

beer mug in a charity shop with the 

word "Braunschweig" on it, probably 

donated by a Chineham resident. To 

that person I say I was stationed near 

that town in Christmas 1945, bridge 

building over canals on the autobahn 

linking Berlin with Cologne. We stayed 

at several villages. I had three 

Christmases at Braunschweig and was 

demobbed in 1948 after the division 

disbanded.  

 

Thank you 

Jack Nangle 

 
Did you know? There is a page on 

Facebook devoted to Chineham and 

news/discussion about local affairs. 

 

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

Chineham/ 

 

Update on Ready Emmy Walk 

A big thank you to everyone who read 

Emmy's story last month and donated. 

Since you last read about us we have 

now raised over £26,000. 
 

We have several fundraising events 

coming up over the next few months, 

please visit our brand new website 

www.readyemmywalk.co.uk. You will also 

be able to follow Emmy's journey here. 
 

Carly King 
 

Linguatastic 
So, a new term has begun and how lovely it 

is that it’s so much lighter for longer and we 

can all enjoy more time outdoors! In late 

April, there was an X-Factor style competition 

held in aid of the Mayor’s Charity Appeal and 

although, at the time of writing, we do not 

know what the outcome was, we hope that 

our children had fun performing and raising 

money for good causes. 
 

Don’t forget we have “Piccolini”, a group for 

babies and toddlers and their parents/ 

carers, offering exposure to the Italian 

language in a fun and natural way. There are 

sensory activities, including singing, dancing, 

musical instruments, games and story-

telling and of course, a fantastic introduction 

to the Italian language and culture. 
 

In terms of this month, we wish all mothers 

a very Happy Mother’s Day! If  you are 

thinking it wasn’t that long ago since the last 

Mother’s Day, you are right. However, in 

Spain, it is celebrated on 1st May, in 

Germany, Italy and China, on 8th May and 

in France, on 29th May this year! Finally, 

we’d like to wish our pupils sitting GCSE and 

AS and A-level exams, the very best of luck, 

especially this month, when the language 

exams take place. For further information 

on any of our activities call 471474 or e-

mail info@linguatastic.com. 
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