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Back in May I wrote about the problems we have in Chineham with bumpy, 

cracked and uneven pavements. I honestly did not expect much change to the 

situation, given tight budgets and ongoing issues with roads, hedge cutting etc. So 

imagine my excitement (I don’t get out much, bear with me) when the white paint 

markings of imminent repairs started to appear in a few places on our local roads! 

It took a while for the markings to evolve to actual work done, but recently I have 

started to notice some reparative efforts. 
 

However, I am sorry to say the excitement was entirely misplaced. Many defects (for 

example, on Thornhill Way near the skate park) have had some loose asphalt 

shovelled into a subset of the cracks. No attention has been paid to large 

differences in height on different sides of the crack leaving a huge trip hazard. 

Others cracks in the vicinity have been ignored entirely. Moreover, there is no 

system apparent for the decision as to which areas were marked up for repairs in 

the first place. Not wanting to be negative, but I’d like to suggest the term 

“craptching” be coined for patches so rubbish that they might as well not have 

bothered (and thus saved the cost of paying whoever did it).   

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Hall 

Please bin it! The recent letter in the 

Chat from a Chineham resident 

highlighted why we ask everyone using 

the play area, patio or field to dispose of 

their rubbish in a responsible manner – 

by using the bins provided or taking it 

home with you. Besides looking 

unsightly, food wrappers dropped on 

the ground encourages rats to the site 

and leaving bottles lying around is a 

danger to young children. Although the 

site is checked and any rubbish 

removed, still more appears. If you have 

children or teenagers using any of the 

Chineham Village Hall facilities, could 

you please ensure they are aware they 

should dispose of their rubbish 

responsibly to keep the area a safe 

place for children to play. Thank you. 
 

As the half term holidays come to an 

end, we welcome back our children’s 

classes to the halls. Details of all our 

regular children’s and adult classes can 

be found on our website’s calendar of 

events.   
 

If you are looking for a venue to hold a 

regular class or meeting, or wish to 

enquire about booking a party, please 

contact our booking line on 07935 

328172,  send  an emai l  t o 

chinehamvillagehall@gmail.com or 

complete an enquiry form/check 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  a t 

www.ch inehamvi l lagehal l .co .uk .  

Unfortunately, we do not accept 

bookings for teenage or 21st birthday 

parties. Please note: Our booking clerk 

is not available during the day but will 

return your call if you leave a message.  

Missed calls with no message are not 

followed up. 
 

Lynne Hughes 
 

Chineham Library 
Now we’ve had half term and 

Halloween we are entering the run-up 

to Christmas. It was lovely to have 

some of your children enjoying time in 

the library for the Animal Quirks 

Roadshow and our Halloween 

activities. Christmas stock is already 

available to borrow, and Christmas-

themed activities will be scheduled for 

December. In conjunction with an 

event at the Chineham Centre, we are 

holding an extra festive storytime 

followed by crafts on Sat 14th Dec at 

10am. Further details will be available 

nearer the time. 
 

Regular children’s activities follow 

their usual pattern, with rhymetimes 

for under ones at 10am and over ones 

at 11am on Tuesday mornings. There 

are drop-in craft sessions every first 

Saturday of the month from 10am to 

midday, and storytimes at 11am on all 

other Saturdays. Construction Club 

takes place on all Saturday afternoons 

from 2–3.30pm. The Chatterbooks 

group for primary school age children 

meets on the 7th Nov from 3.45–

4.45pm. Our general reading group 

meets at 10.30-11.30 on 24th Nov, 

and new members would be welcome. 

Our friendly drop-in ‘Cuppa and Chat’ 

group now welcomes all ages and 

meets weekly on Wednesdays 

between 10.30 and midday. Why not 

try coming for a social drink one week? 
 

Starting in December there will be a 

trio of crime talks given by Paul 

Stickler, with dates arranged for 5th 

Dec, 9th Jan and 27th Feb starting at 

6pm. Tickets costing £15 are 

obtainable subject to availability from 

the library or the on-line shop. Paul 

Stickler is a retired police commander, 
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now working as a criminologist/crime 

historian so should be interesting and 

knowledgeable. 
 

Chineham Library now has a small room 

available for hire, so if you are looking for 

a venue for meetings or other events, 

which can be outside of opening hours, 

do get in touch. Further details, including 

charges, are available from the library. 

We hope to see you in the library soon. 

For the most up-to-date information 

follow us on social media. 
 

Cathy Foster 
 

Chineham WI 
I'm sure you're desperate to know the 

answer to the burning question, "Did 

Chineham WI win the annual WI skittles 

competition?".  No, we didn't. We came joint 

5th out of 12 teams entered, but we had a 

lot of fun playing and a hot supper too! 
 

Chineham WI belongs to the Loddon Group 

of WIs. The Group held a great meeting in 

early October with the Countess of 

Carnarvon as our guest speaker. The 

Countess gave us a delightful illustrated trip 

through the history of Highclere Castle, 

what it's like to live there, and the filming of 

the recent Downton Abbey film. The 

Countess was keen to stress that Highclere 

is very much a family home. She talked 

about the use of the castle as a hospital 

during the First World War and as a school 

during World War II. The Countess has 

done a lot of research into the history of 

Highclere and is still uncovering old 

documents and ledgers. Finally, the 

Countess answered questions from the 

audience and signed copies of her book, 

"Christmas at Highclere". Highclere is well 

worth a visit, with some special events 

planned in the run up to Christmas. 
 

You are warmly invited to our annual 

Christmas Craft Fair on Saturday 16th 

November at Chineham Village Hall 

between 11am and 3pm. A wide variety of 

different crafts will be represented by local 

crafters, with an array of inspiring gifts for 

everyone on Santa and Secret Santa's gift 

lists. Crafts include carefully selected new 

crafts and familiar favourites. All the 

crafters have been selected for their quality 

items and value for money. Their items are 

lovingly handmade by humans (not mass-

produced by robots!). There are no delivery 

costs, no delays, and entry and car parking 

are free. So please come and take the 

opportunity to choose your gifts in person, 

without any of the online risk of finding the 

size/colour/scent to be disappointing when 

it arrives! A warm welcome awaits you! 
 

Pam Malcolm 
 

Royal British Legion 

None of us want to think about the 

dreaded "C" but time is fast approaching 

when we have to make plans, and that is 

where we are here to help. We are 

holding our Christmas Bazaar on Sat 

30th Nov from 2—4pm, 50p entrance, in 

the Jack Morris Hall of the Royal British 

Legion, Old Basing. Looking for those 

lovely gifts but at bargain prices then we 

are the place to visit, our market stall has 

it all as well as cakes, jams, cards, 

jewellery and a host of other items. 

Special treat: we have a visit from Father 

Christmas. Once you have filled your bags 

you will deserve a nice cup of tea and a 

piece of cake, or if you prefer, a mince 

pie. You will of course have the 

opportunity to win fabulous prizes on our 

tombola as well as visiting our other 

stalls. Please make a note of this date in 

your diary: you will not be disappointed. 

Looking forward to seeing you. 
 

Sue Wilson 
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BATS: “9 to 5” 
Based on the hilarious 1980 movie 

starring Dolly Parton, Jane Fonda and Lily 

Tomlin, 9 to 5 shows how love, loyalty 

and friendship can triumph over office 

politics! When workmates Violet, Doralee 

and Judy are pushed to boiling point by 

their sexist and egotistical boss, they 

concoct a plan to kidnap him - but will 

their scheme to reform the office unravel 

when the CEO pays an unexpected visit? 
 

A stellar line up of local performers bring 

Basingstoke Amateur Theatrical Society’s 

production to the Haymarket in 

November. Violet is played by Nicola 

Morrin, Doralee by Millie Clucas, and the 

role of Judy is shared by Jade Nicholas 

and Laura Burrell (3 shows each). 

Stephen Westwood plays loathsome boss 

Franklin Hart Jnr with Sally Manning 

delivering the laughs as his devoted 

secretary Roz. 
 

9 to 5 is directed and choreographed by 

Nick Brannam. The musical director is 

Jules Dance. With brand new songs from 

Dolly Parton alongside classics 9 to 5 and 

Backwoods Barbie, this is one show you 

won’t want to miss! 9 to 5 runs at the 

Haymarket, Basingstoke from Tuesday 

19th–Saturday 23rd November. 

Performances at 7.30pm with Saturday 

matinee at 2.30pm. Full price tickets: 

£20 (first night – no concessions) £25 

(other performances – concessions 

available for groups, children, full-time 

students and over 65s). To book: 

www.anvilarts.org.uk or call 01256 

844244. 
 

Julie Morris 
 

Hook Choral Society 
Hook Choral Society is an amateur choir 

based in Hook, Hampshire. This year is 

our 30th anniversary and to celebrate 

this, we have a special concert to be held 

in All Saints Church, Odiham, on Saturday 

November 23rd. We are to have the 

honour of being the first amateur choir to 

sing the newly composed Christmas 

Oratorio, written by one of the stars of 

modern choral music, Bob Chilcott. This 

new work had its world premiere in 

August at the Three Choirs Festival in 

Gloucester Cathedral. The performance 

was recorded for BBC Radio 3 and will be 

broadcast on Radio 3 in concert slot on 

19th December. 
 

Not only are we singing this lovely new 

work, but we will be performing under the 

directorship of the composer himself. 

This should be a really special occasion 

and we hope that we will attract a large 

and appreciative audience. There will be 

an opportunity for audience participation. 

The first half of the concert will include 

about six short pieces of our choral 

favourites, which will be under the 

direction of Nicholas Woods, our musical 

director. As this is a special anniversary 

celebration we shall be serving equally 

sparkling refreshments.  
  
Tickets £15 (£12 for groups of 4 or more) 

available on www.hookchoralsociety.org.uk 

or from choir members.  
 

Louise Axton 
 

Sherfield Christmas Market 
Friends of Sherfield and Sherfield School 

present a Christmas Market at Sherfield 

School on Saturday 30 November, 12 – 

4pm. Artisan stalls, Santa’s Grotto, real 

reindeer, carol singing, games and rides, 

refreshments, raffle, mince pies. Entry: 

adults £3, children (under 16) free. For 

m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t 

fossecretary1@outlook.com. 
 

Lisa Petersen 
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Great Binfields Primary School 
The start of term has been an exciting 

time at Great Binfields Primary School. 

The children have been exploring the new 

additions to our fitness trail. Year 6 

children have immersed themselves in 

their WW2 experience in our newly 

constructed Anderson shelter and KS1 

and EYFS have had a visit from the Mill 

Cottage Farm on our school field. 
 

If your child is due to start school in 

September 2020 we would like to invite 

you to one of our Open Mornings. These 

are being held on Tuesday 12th and 

Thursday 28th November at 9.30am and 

10.30am. This is a great opportunity to 

hear from the Headteacher and see the 

school in action, before making your 

application. Please call the school office 

on 01256 460532 to reserve your place. 
 

Debbie Robinson 
 

Basingstoke Blues Club 

The Basingstoke Blues club in association 

with the Basingstoke Railway Social Club 

(Station Approach, RG21 5NB) presents 

Crossfire on Saturday 16th November. 
 

Welcome back to local favourites 

Crossfire. Prepare yourself for a superb 

evening, fronted by Marcus Praestgaard-

Stevens, an extremely talented young 

guitarist and Alice Armstrong, an 

outstanding singer with an emotive 

delivery. They are backed by the solid 

rhythm section of Graham Walker on 

drums, who has worked with the likes of 

Gary Moore, BB King, Mick Jagger and 

George Harrison and ‘Steady’ Eddie 

Masters on bass who has shared the 

stage with artists including Jet Harris, Tom 

Jones and Lonnie Donegan.  
 

All welcome - 8pm till late. £8 on the door. 

Licensed bar and low prices. Profits to 

Brain Tumour Research. Future dates: Sat 

14th Dec – Tommy Allen’s Trafficker XL.  
 

Christine Nield 
 

Probus Club 

With almost thirty years’ experience she 

had no fear about giving her talk to the all-

male Probus Club of Basingstoke. The 

good, the bad and the downright funny is 

how Jackie Dimmock described life as an 

officer in Hampshire Police. She used her 

hobby of quilting to amusingly illustrate 

some of her varied incidents as customs 

and practices changed over the years. 
 

After the W in WPC was deleted the 

uniform did not change immediately so 

she had a straight skirt, stockings and 

suspenders. Not the most practical attire 

when responding to a reported break in 

and forced to climb over a school wall 

after her male colleague jokingly told her 

that the gate was locked. She had a radio 

but had to buy handcuffs and a small 

truncheon that fitted inside her shoulder 

bag which she would swing with great 

effect at miscreants. Men’s trousers were 

later offered but fitted women badly. 

Today female Police Constables have 

tailored trousers, advanced radios, CS 

sprays, handcuffs, cameras and stab 

vests. 
 

On her first solo outing, following a police 

driving course, she made the classic error 

of driving the wrong way up a one way 

street. Chasing a suspect would have 

been her excuse had she been reported. 

When quizzing the Chief Constable that 

99% of female officers reported sexual 

harassment at work she wondered if she 

was the missing one percent. He said that 

to rectify matters she would be welcome to 

visit his office anytime. How times change. 
 

Following five years in the Child Protection 

Unit, Jackie become a Schools Liaison 
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officer. Children told of domestic problems. 

Drug addicted mothers, abuse unknown to 

teachers and fathers who drove while 

drunk or did not wear a seat belt were 

commonly reported. On a drug raid the 

suspect escaped out of a window. Jackie 

leaned out trying to spot him. A donkey 

came up and bit Jackie’s left breast. 

Everyone wanted to examine the damaged 

area as it needed to be recorded in the 

accident book. 
 

In the early days of DNA she became a 

scene of crimes officer. A girl had been 

murdered alongside the Basingstoke canal 

in 1981 with no suspect emerging. In 

2002 a wife reported her husband for 

assault. Using familial DNA profiling he was 

eventually charged with the murder. See: 

www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com. 
 

Paul Flint 
 

Lions Club  
Our last business meeting was enhanced 

by the presence of six members of the 

Loddon Valley (Tadley) Lions Club who 

came along to renew old friendships and 

for a refresher course on how (not) to run 

a business meeting. They were made 

very welcome and contributed fully to the 

spirit of the meeting. 
 

The Bahamas: During the course of the 

meeting the Club approved a donation of 

£500 to the Lions Clubs International 

appeal to help alleviate suffering in the 

Bahamas, and the set-up of a special 

donations facility on our website to 

enable any members of the public who 

would like to donate to do so.  
 

Macmillan Nurses Coffee morning: As 

usual the Club gave its wholehearted (and 

stomached) support to this annual event. 

Check our Facebook page! We raised 

£300+. The Basingstoke Breast Cancer 

Self Help Group was also supported when 

a number of our members and families 

went along to the Kempshott Village Hall 

for a lively evening of Motown music 

performed by the brilliant Lou Taylor. Over 

70 attended and the dance floor was 

crowded nonstop. 
 

9th Nov: Quiz Night at the Cliddesden 

Millennium Hall. Clearly the thought of 

grappling with another set of 110 

excruciating questions has yet to fire your 

imaginations. Still, a half pint is better 

than no beer. And, if you would like to join 

us for this really fun evening there are 

s t i l l  t ab les  ava i lab le .  Ema i l 

philipjhwilson@btinternet.com. A team of 

3 or 4 and a short pithy team name is all 

you need. Visit the upcoming events 

pages of www.basingstokelions.org.uk to 

see the full format of the evening. 
 

16th Nov: the Heritage Light Orchestra will 

play a concert of music associated with 

places on the route of the Orient Express 

for us at QMC. These concerts are 

specially designed for us and feature local 

musicians and singers. They truly are well 

worth supporting. And it is an ideal way of 

spending an evening with friends over a 

few drinks while being wonderfully 

entertained. 
 

Community magazines, such as the one 

you are reading now, perform an excellent 

service for the community by making sure 

that everyone is informed about 

developments, services and events which 

may affect them. I urge you all to support 

your local magazine in any way you can. 
 

Membership: Watch this space! 

Remember you can help to make a 

difference to the lives of others by joining 

via www.basingstokelions.org.uk. 
 

Philip Wilson 

 



 

 

Anvil Arts 
November events: 

Tue 5 Nov, 7.30pm, The Anvil. Ben Elton: 

The Godfather of modern stand-up returns! 

Ben Elton is back with an all new stand-up 

show which promises to try and make 

sense of a world which appears to have 

gone stark raving mad. Tickets: £32.50 
 

Thu 7—Sat 9 Nov 7.30pm, Sat 2pm, The 

Haymarket. Crimes on the Coast: A 

secluded island hotel just off the English 

coast becomes a crime scene, as a 

scandal-inducing femme-fatale is felled. 

Featuring four actors playing multiple 

outrageous characters, and a plot that 

romps along in the company’s trademark 

inventive style, this hilarious but 

murderous trip to the English Riviera is 

inspired by Agatha Christie, Noël Coward 

and PG Wodehouse. Tickets: £23, 2pm 

£21; under 25s and f/t students £12 
 

Thu 7 Nov, 7.45pm, The Anvil. Prague 

Symphony Orchestra: Mezzo soprano Ester 

Pavlů jons the orchestra as it performs 

Mahler’s Symphony no 3, conducted by 

Pietari Inkinen. Tickets: £42, £38, £31, 

£24, £16; under 25s and f/t students 

£11. 
 

Sat 9 Nov, 8pm, The Forge. Black is the 

Color of My Voice: follows the fictional 

character Mena Bordeaux, a successful 

jazz singer seeking redemption after the 

untimely death of her father. The play, 

written and performed by Apphia 

Campbell, is loosely inspired by the story of 

Nina Simone. Suitable for ages 12 and 

over. Tickets: £16; under 25s and f/t 

students £14 
 

Wed 13 Nov, 8pm, The Anvil. Hawkwind’s 

50th Anniversary UK Tour: The pioneers of 

space rock tour in celebration of half a 

century of their musical journey so far. 

Tickets: £31.50, £28.50 
 

Wed 20 Nov, 7.45pm, The Anvil. 

Tafelmusik Baroque Orchestra: Love and 

Betrayal. The Canadian orchestra come to 

The Anvil as part of a special European 

tour to mark its fortieth year. Concertos 

and music from operas by Handel and 

Vivaldi. Tickets: £35, £28, £20; under 25s 

and f/t students £11 
 

Fri 22 Nov, 7.30pm, The Anvil. Alexander 

Armstrong: All Mouth and Some Trousers. 

Alexander Armstrong embarks on his first 

ever stand-up tour, a “deliciously 

irreverent” account of a career that has 

taken him from Armstrong & Miller, to 

presenting, documentary making, singing 

and ultimately taking his rightful place as 

the voice of Toilet Duck. Tickets: £32.50. 
 

Sun 24 Nov, Doors 7pm, The Anvil. 

Rhiannon Giddens with Francesco Turrisi: 

Working together they trace the journey of 

banjo and frame drum from Africa, the 

Middle East, through southern Europe and 

England, and over to the Americas. Tickets: 

£28. 
 

Thu 28 Nov, 7.30pm, The Anvil. Sir Trevor 

McDonald: An Improbable Life. Now in his 

80th year, Sir Trevor McDonald is a natural 

storyteller and communicator who has 

received more awards than any other 

news broadcaster in Britain. Tickets: 

£25.50. 
 

Thu 28—Sat 30 Nov 7.30pm; Sat 2pm, 

The Haymarket. The Black Veil: A chilling 

play based on Charles Dickens’ classic 

Victorian thriller. Tickets: £23, 2pm £21; 

under 25s and f/t students £14. 
 

Fri 29 Nov, 7.45pm, The Anvil. 

Philharmonia Orchestra: Includes Grieg’s 

Holberg Suite, Mendelssohn’s Violin 

Concerto and Dvorak’s Symphony no 9. 

Violinist Esther Yoo joins the orchestra, 

with conductor Vladimir Ashkenazy. 

Tickets: £42, £38, £31, £24, £16; under 

25s and f/t students £11. 
 

Andrea Bath 
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St Michael's Hospice 
This November why not support St. 

Michael’s Hospice November Nights 

campaign? The money raised from our 

November Nights campaign in just five 

years has already had a huge impact on 

the Hospice, the patients we care for and 

their families. Over £11,000 has been 

raised which has allowed us to care for 2 

patients on our in-patient unit for the 

average 10-day length of stay.  
 

Your November Nights event could 

contribute to this increasing total and 

continue to have an impact on our 

services in the local community. You 

could hold a themed evening, cheese 

and wine evening. Hold a bonfire party or 

a 70’s night. You could ask your local pub 

or club to host a quiz or music night in aid 

of the Hospice. The list is endless and so 

is the fun. If you have an idea please let 

us know, or if you need supporting 

material to help promote your event, 

please call Lynne Grimshaw on 01256 

8 4 8 8 4 5  o r  e m a i l : 

Lynne.grimshaw@stmichaelshospice.org.

uk. 
 

Sue O’Flinn 

 

Civil Service  

Retirement Fellowship 

The speaker this month was Mel Rees 

who gave the second part of his talk on 

“My Family and other Meerkats”. He 

kept us all highly amused with tales 

mainly connected with his mother in her 

later years when visits to the doctor, 

hospital and dentist provided a wealth 

of almost comedic events and 

situations. In between this he 

enlightened us with some of the quirks 

of the English language along with 

observations on the behaviour and 

attitude of those who deal with the 

public in their everyday occupations. 

These thoughts and more are also 

contained in his books written in the 

pen name Anthony Mann and published 

by his own company the Trouser Press 

with the latest, In Bed with A Mann - 

Part 2, available now. 
 

The group’s next outing is on Thursday 

21 November to Millets Farm Centre 

near Abingdon where there is the farm 

shop, garden centre and restaurants. 

They will be geared up for Christmas so 

this will be a good opportunity to get 

some presents. 
 

The next meeting is on 6 November 

when the speaker wil l  be a 

representative from Hampshire 

Constabulary on “Home and Safety”. 

Also at this meeting we will be holding a 

Christmas themed Bring and Buy Sale. 

The group meets on the first 

Wednesday of each month at Brookvale 

Village Hall from 10am to 12noon and 

all retired Civil Servants, their relatives 

and friends are welcome. Further 

details about the group and information 

about our trips can be obtained by 

contacting csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com. 
 

David Cowling 
 

Four Lanes Infants School 
Year 2 have been learning about 

Beegu, she is a neon glowing alien 

that lives on Saturn, she was traveling 

in her mini spaceship when she 

crashed onto a strange planet called 

Earth. She was really scared and felt 

miserable and was lost, she met lots 

of people and animals on her journey. 

Eventually her Mum and Dad came in 

the big spaceship to take their little 

one back home. We have been writing 
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acrostic space poems using lots of 

adjectives. In science we have been 

thinking about us as humans and our 

life cycle as a baby, toddler, child, 

teenage, adult and elderly and what 

that looks like. We have been sorting 

animals into babies and adults and if 

they have live young or they are born 

in an egg and thinking about the life 

cycle of some animals. We have been 

thinking about eating healthily. 
 

Year 1 have been learning about fairy 

tales. They wrote their own story of The 

Three Little Pigs because the Fairy 

Godmother’s book was ruined so she 

needed a new story. They are having a 

fairy tale ball tomorrow to celebrate. 

They have been making portraits of 

themselves and thinking about 

working in the style of Picasso. In 

maths they have been working on 

numbers being more and less, greater 

and less than.  
 

Year R have had a grand opening of 

their astro turf garden area opened by 

Mr Stockdale, the site manager. They 

have been learning their letter sounds 

and are starting to learn to read words. 

They have been learning about and 

exploring autumn, they have had a 

conker competition to see which class 

could collect the most! They have been 

rolling conkers in paint to make 

pictures and making leaf prints.  
 

The school have celebrated Hello 

Yellow day for Mental Health today 

(10.10.2019) by wearing something 

yellow. Year R danced a happy dance 

to take part. There was a photo booth 

at lunchtime with props to make 

people smile and laugh.  
 

Srivaths Haryvanam and Isabelle 

Rutter  

Nature Notes 

Thank you to John in Reading Road for 

leaving out his spare apples again this 

year. They were delicious. By the way, 

the bush by your gate is a Melianthus 
major (honey bush). 

 

The numerous hawthorn bushes, 

which look like small trees, have 

masses of red berries on each one I 

pass. This was an old saying that 

country folk believed meant that a bad 

winter was forecast. Nowadays, 

scientists have worked out that the 

fruiting has a lot to do with the 

weather at blossom time. Anyway, the 

birds will have something to eat at 

Christmas. 

 

The nuthatch has been joined by a 

mate and they visit the feeders every 

day. On one occasion two long-tailed 

tits arrived, but next day there were six 

of them. Although the kites are carrion 

feeders, I spotted one flying over my 

house clutching a small mammal in a 

claw, so I don’t know if it was alive 

when picked up or not. I didn’t have 

time to collect the binoculars, so I shall 

assume it was dead. One of my books 

says that they are predators, so I am 

not sure now. 

 

The food I put out for the hedgehogs at 

night is eaten by morning, but I have 

unfortunately seen several dead ones 

on the roads. 

 

Perhaps, one of these days the rain 

will stop. I hope that none of the 

residents have been flooded. 

 

Ginny 

ginny.wright24@gmail.com,  

479562 
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
Regular readers will know of 

my great passion for the 

natural environment. It was 

therefore a great pleasure to 

take part in the first “Pollinator 

Promise” planting of wildflower 

seed in Chineham.  

 

The “Pollinator Promise” is a 

wildflower planting scheme to 

support more bees and other 

pollinating insects, supported 

by the Hampshire and Isle of 

Wight Wildlife Trust (HIWWT).   

 

It was wonderful to help plant 

the wildflower seeds at Great 

Binfields Primary School and 

meet the children, who 

showed a real passion for 

protecting their local 

environment. As I said to them, 

it’s important that we look 

after nature, then nature will 

look after us.  

 

Residents of Chineham who 

wish to participate in the 

scheme can do so by removing 

one square metre of turf from 

their gardens, and planting 

wildflower seeds, which are 

available free of charge if they 

register with the Chineham 

Conservation Group at 

pollinator.patches@gmail.com. 

Seeds will come with planting 

and care instructions. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Website: elainestill.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Borough Councillor  

Laura Edwards 
Last month, I joined Maria 

Miller MP, the Chairman and 

committee members of 

Chineham Village Hall, to plant 

a ‘pollinator patch’ in the 

grounds.  This was part of the 

“Wilder Chineham and 

Sherfield Park” initiative 

where patches are being 

planted at a number of 

locations across the ward, to 

encourage bees and other 

pollinating insects.  
 

The initiative has also been 

taken forward at the Chineham 

Business Park. Where the 

Management team have been 

putting in place a biodiversity 

plan, which includes leaving an 

area of land to grow wild, 

where two rare species of 

orchid have been identified, 

and sowing wildflower seeds in 

other areas. 
 

The planning application for the 

Chineham Shopping Centre has 

been submitted. To view the 

plans and comment please visit 

the Basingstoke Council 

website. In the planning section 

enter the application number: 

18/03417/FUL. I encourage 

you all to comment and you can 

submit these via email 

planning.comments@basingsto

ke.gov.uk.  
 

A big thank you to everyone 

who has signed the petition to 

get the Post office a new 

home in the Chineham centre 

development. A hard copy of 

the petition is available to sign 

in Chineham One Stop. We will 

continue to be out and about 

collecting signatures over the 

coming weeks.  
 

Laura Edwards 

Tel: 07999 120252 

Cllr.laura.edwards@basingstoke.

gov.uk 

Facebook: Chineham and 

Sherfield Park Councillor 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
I would like to apologise to my 

readers for the omission of my 

report in last month’s Chat as we 

were very busy preparing for our 

annual fundraiser for Macmillan 

Cancer Support that raised 

£850; it was, however, published 

on the Chat website and the 

Community Facebook page. 

 

All of the Chineham Borough 

Councillors and our MP Maria 

Miller, are continuing to collect 

signatures in support of 

reinstating the Post Office within 

the redeveloped Chineham 

Centre. While the developer is 

supporting its return, the petition 

is the essential added incentive 

to indicate the very strong local 

need for a Post Office in 

Chineham. 

 

I have been receiving an 

increasing number of enquiries 

to assist residents in their 

endeavour to have trees on 

Borough or HCC land to be 

reduced in bulk or removed as 

they are adversely affecting the 

structure of their homes. It is 

evident that more maintenance 

is necessary to lessen the impact 

of our trees on householders and 

I will be pushing for an increase 

in the Council budget on an 

annual basis to support this 

initiative. We are very lucky to 

enjoy our green community and 

given the BDBC recognition of the 

Climate Change Emergency, the 

proper care of our trees and 

green spaces is even more 

important and essential for 

future generations. 
 

Paul Miller 

Borough Councillor 

01256 467400 

07777 659022  

Cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov  



 

 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre 
 

Adult Events: 

Living in Columbia: A True Life Encounter 

at the Time of Drug Cartels, Sat 9th, 2-

4pm, £5. A talk and discussion 

completely in Spanish on Colombia’s 

rapid changes since the 1980s. With 

native speaker Carmen Ramirez, based 

on personal experience. Plus an 

opportunity for a taste of Colombian 

culture, including music, food and non-

alcoholic cocktails, and the chance for 

Spanish conversation. (Please note this 

talk is in Spanish). 
 

The Noir Collective – ‘Good People, Bad 

Choices, Sat 16th, 2pm, £4. Katherine 

Johnson, Helen Matthews and GD Harper 

are all authors as well as avid readers of 

psychological suspense and domestic 

noir. Together they form the Noir 

Collective. In this session, they will 

discuss how some of the best known and 

most successful stories are driven by a 

character’s bad decision and will also talk 

about the dilemmas their own characters 

face. This is a panel event – the audience 

is welcome to ask questions and, if brave 

enough, share some of their own bad-

choice stories. Tickets should be booked 

in advance, available from the Discovery 

Centre, booking line 01256 478670 or 

online www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home. 
 

Learning in Libraries Courses: 

Small Business Starting Points: Weds 6-

27th, 10am–12 noon, 4 week course, 

free. If you are thinking of starting your 

own business or recently have, then this 

course will help you identify and plan the 

basics to provide a good starting point for 

success. It will provide you with business 

theory, practical tips and ideas and will 

help you plan out future actions to move 

your business forward. No previous 

knowledge and experience is necessary. 
 

Art with an App–Autodesk Sketchbook: 

Weds 6-27th, 1-3pm, 4 week course, 

free. This course is for anyone who enjoys 

or wants to explore Art in a digital way. 

Less mess and the ability to try many 

types of art medium without the need to 

buy lots of equipment. The course is 

designed for tablet/iPad use. If you have 

an interest in art and know how to use a 

tablet or iPad, come along and 

experiment with this art app. Bring your 

own iPad if you have one, or there will 

also be iPads to use during the course. 
 
 

Art for Wellness: Fris 8-29th, 10am-1pm, 

4 week course, free. If you feel you need 

to bring moments of calm to your life, 

improve your health and wellbeing, then 

come and create some art! This course 

will introduce learners to the basic 

principles of and the variety of different 

approaches to drawing, painting and 

other ways to create art. You will be 

encouraged and supported to explore 

and experiment with art using various 

materials and appreciate how creating 

art can aid health and wellbeing. This 

course covers the basics, no previous 

knowledge is required, just lots of 

enthusiasm and a desire to enjoy 

creating art. Please bring along a 

sketchbook and a selection of pens/

pencils to use. 
 

Introduction to Pilates – Fit for Work, Fit 

for Life: Thurs 7th Nov–5th Dec, 1-2pm, 

5 week course, free. Aimed at those who 

have never tried Pilates before. Pilates 

helps to change the way you feel and the 

way you move – stay fitter for work and 

life in general. (First and last session until 

2.15pm). 

 

Scott Hyde 
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Minister’s Message 
Learning to Pray. There are so many 

things in life that we need to learn! From 

the first of our infant days, through child 

and adulthood and even into more 

mature and experienced seasons of life, 

we can absorb new information and learn 

about aspects of the world that previously 

we had not understood or been aware of. 

The people who knew Jesus during his 

days on earth, seemed to struggle with 

the whole concept of prayer. They had 

seen Jesus frequently go to a quiet place 

so that he could pray but they felt the 

need to ask him to teach them to do the 

same. 
 

Praying can be a simple 'Help' expressed 

in a moment of worry or danger, a time of 

informal conversation with God or a 

prayer that another has written but that is 

filled with words that make it easy to 

express our own heartfelt emotion. Jesus 

began teaching his followers how to pray 

by conveying to them the words of 'The 

Lord's Prayer'. This has been fervently 

prayed by millions of people throughout 

the centuries since he guided his 

followers through the simple phrases. 

This prayer is a pattern that anyone can 

follow if we would like to spend special 

times communicating with God. 
 

‘Our Father in heaven, we pray that your 

name will always be kept holy. We pray 

that your kingdom will come - that what 

you want will be done here on earth, the 

same as in heaven. Give us the food we 

need for today. Forgive our sins, just as 

we have forgiven those that did wrong to 

us. Don't let us be tempted, but save us 

from the evil one'. (The Message 

translation). 
 

In this prayer we ask that God will be 

honoured as we acknowledge his 

kingdom filled with all that is good. We 

request his care and his provision for the 

basic needs of life. And in the context of 

our imperfections we are reminded of the 

essential need to forgive anyone who has 

wronged us. The final phrases speak of 

trust in God's great protection and 

concludes, in some versions, with the 

longing for all the goodness of God's 

kingdom to continue for ever.  
 

We can talk to God at any time and in any 

place and if we need a little guidance or 

additional help, we can be aided by the 

well loved and treasured 'The Lord's 

Prayer'. 

 

Hazel Marchment 

 

Christ Church Activities 

Sunday services: We welcome all at 

our 9 and 10.30am services. The 9am 

service is smaller and more reflective, 

using traditional hymns. At 10.30am 

we have a music band and groups for 

children and young people from 0-16. 

We also have regular All Age Services 

where our young people are more 

involved in organising and running the 

services. Our sermons are recorded 

a n d  a v a i l a b l e  a t 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk.  
 

Prayer: is there something you would 

like prayer for? Do let us know, contact 

details below. If you would like to come 

and pray at the Church you would be 

most welcome. Our Prayer Room is 

open whenever the building is open 

you are welcome to drop in to sit and 

pray in silence, or if you would like 

someone to pray with or for you we 

can arrange that. We meet weekly to 

pray on alternate Sunday and Monday 

evenings; you would be most welcome 

to join us (please contact the office for 

details). We also have a regular Prayer 
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Morning each Wednesday from 9.30-

10am. 
 

Further information: if you would like to 

know more about the life and activities of 

Christ Church please drop in to see Gill in 

the office: Mon: 8-4, Tue: 9-12, Wed: 9-12, 

Thu: 8-2.30, Fri: 8-4. Learn more or contact 

us: www.christchurchchineham.org.uk, 

email: hello@christchurchchineham.org.uk, 

phone: 01256 474280, facebook/ 

instagram: christchurchchineham, twitter: 

@ccChineham. 
 

Weekly Groups: 

Sparklers: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

10am to 11.30am in term-time. This 

group is for pre-school children and 

their parents/grandparents/carers for 

free play, refreshments, games, stories 

from the Bible and songs. Each week 

there is a craft for the children to take 

home. We ask for £1 per child, as a 

contribution towards the cost of 

refreshments. All enquiries to Katy 

Lowe at the church office. We 

encourage adults attending to lend a 

hand with setting up and clearing away  
 

Coffee & Co: Mondays, 9.30-11.30am, 

in term time. Enjoy mouth-watering 

home-made cakes, freshly brewed 

coffee, from our friendly team, plus 

lots of toys for babies and tots.  
 

Swap Shop of children’s goods 

Monday 4 Nov 9.30-11.30am. Bring a 

toy, book or clothing in good condition 

and take something new home! 

Donations are given to Sebastian’s 

Action Trust. 
 

Monthly Events: 

Coffee, Chat & Craft Group: Tuesdays 

5 and 9 Nov from 1.00-3.30pm. This 

group is intended for both church 

members and those in the community. 

The aim of the group is to provide an 

opportunity for people to come 

together to chat, have coffee or tea 

and cake and to do crafts, such as 

knitting and crochet, but if you just 

want to come for the coffee and chat 

you are more than welcome. For 

further information contact Martha c/o 

the Church Office. 
 

Messy Church: Normally monthly on a 

Monday at 3.45pm. It’s a joyous time 

of creativity and worship and we all 

share a meal together. Please advise 

any special dietary requirements so 

that we can cater for you. Carers must 

stay with their children. Free and 

everyone is welcome. There is no 

Messy Church in November but SAVE 

THE DATE - Monday 9 December when 

it’s Messy Christingle. 
 

123 Matinee Group: Tuesday 12 Nov, 

1-3pm. This social/support group is 

aimed at “older friends” although 

everyone is welcome. No charge but a 

£1 voluntary donation is welcomed. 

You will find a warm welcome, plenty 

of people to chat to, along with lovely 

refreshments and our usual quiz and 

seated exercises. If you are interested 

in coming along and/or helping you 

will be made most welcome. We may 

be able to arrange a lift - just let us 

know in plenty of time. This month we 

have a visit from Sue Brady, local 

chiropodist who will be instructing us 

in how to look after our feet and keep 

them healthy.   
 

Daytime Holy Communion: Tuesday 26 

Nov, 11am. A small friendly group of 

worshippers meets monthly to receive 

Holy Communion – all are welcome. 
 

Luncheon Club: Tuesday 26 Nov at 12 

noon. £5.00 adults, £3 children. Any 

special dietary requirements please let 

us know. Also call us if you would like a 
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lift as we may be able to arrange it. 

Contact Jan Markey on 01256 

356829 or call the office on 474280. 
 

Charity collections: we continue to 

collect stamps (new and used), 

postcards, spectacles, tools, tins and 

packets of food, and tops from 

supermarket milk bottles for charity.  

We also collect most items of men’s 

clothing and socks for the Camrose 

Centre for the homeless, and garden 

tools which we pass on to a charity 

helping developing countries. 
 

Room hire: rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or regular basis, for 

children’s parties, meetings, and other 

events. Contact us for details or look 

on our website. Prices start at £8.75 

per hour (Community Rate) which 

includes use of the kitchen/snack bar 

where tea, coffee, sugar and squash 

are included in the hire.  
 

Gill Godfrey 
 

Radley WEA Day Seminars  
Would you like to learn something new 

in a friendly environment? If so then 

the Tadley WEA courses and seminars 

may be for you! The WEA is a national 

organization providing adult education 

in the community. Our offerings are 

presented by very  qual i f i ed , 

professional lecturers at a convenient 

location and without tests. It’s a great 

way to keep your mind active and meet 

new people. One way to introduce 

yourself to our offerings is to enrol in a 

one-day seminar. The Friday seminars 

listed below are from 10am–4pm in 

the Ambrose Allen Centre in Tadley, 

RG26 4ER. The £35 fee/seminar 

includes lunch. 
 

•Day School: Italy to England - The 

Spread of Renaissance Architecture. 

28/02/2020, Ref: C3744210.  
 

•Day School: Masterpieces of Art 

Nouveau. 03/04/2020, Ref: C3744214. 
 

•Day School: Haydn in England. 

24/04/2020, Ref: C3744215. 
 

•Day School: The Art and Architecture of 

the Sistine Chapel. 15/05/2020, Ref: 

C3744216. 
 

To learn more about the above as well as 

our longer courses, please browse the 

national website  WEA.org.uk  and search 

on Tadley. To enrol please quote the 

course reference either online at or by 

ringing 0300 303 3464. Or for further 

information please email Jan Smith at 

tadley.branch@wea.ac.uk. We look 

forward to seeing you at one of our 

offerings! 
 

Kathy Jensen 

 

Village Agents 

Village Agents are local volunteers 

supported by Age Concern Hampshire 

to help people to find the services they 

need to stay living safely and 

independently at home. For example, 

Blue Badge scheme, local groups, 

safety in the home, rel iable 

tradespeople, meals on wheels, 

councils, the Hampshire bobby 

scheme etc. 
 

Your volunteer Village Agent for 

Chineham is Honor. Tel: 07776 594996, 

villageagent@ageconcernhampshire.org.

uk. Or call Age Concern Hampshire’s 

Information Service on Freephone 0800 

328 7154. 
 

Honor Burnett 
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Chineham Parish Council 

Hanmore Road Play Area: At the time of 

writing, the installation of the new play 

area on the corner of Hanmore Road 

(next to the Nursery) is planned to begin 

at the end of October. 
 

Grants: Is your Group or Organisation 

planning anything for 2020? Do you 

require any funding to assist with your 

plans? Section 137 of the Local 

Government Act 1972 empowers the 

Parish Council to spend some of its 

money, subject to limits, on purposes 

that it considers to be ‘in the interests of, 

and will bring direct benefit to, their area, 

or any part of it, or all or some of its 

inhabitants.’. Grants are only available to 

Groups or Organisations (personal 

applications cannot be considered) and 

any grant requests must be supported by 

a Chineham Parish Council Grant 

Application Form which is available to 

download from our website or by 

contacting the Clerk. The request must 

be from a Group or Organisation that 

supports or has a direct benefit to the 

residents of Chineham. 
 

Promoting Services: Basingstoke & 

Deane Borough Council is keen to 

promote the services it provides, in 

particular the opportunity to report items 

of concern. Their “report it” feature can 

be found at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/

report where residents can directly report 

fly-tipping, graffiti, overgrown grass, 

shrubs or hedging etc. The Borough 

Council is responsible for maintaining 

most of the public space around the 

Parish and so residents can report their 

concerns direct to them. However, the 

Parish Council is also very happy to report 

residents’ concerns and the Clerks can 

be contacted via the details below.  

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting will be held on 11 November. 

The meeting starts at 7.45pm and will 

take place in the Community Rooms at 

the Chineham Village Hall. If there is a 

Chineham issue you are concerned 

about, please contact the Clerk, Sally 

Jackson on 01256 474500 or email 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the Assistant 

Clerk, Julia Johnston on 01256 324345 

or email assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only. The Parish 

Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Sally Jackson 
 

Basingstoke Gang Show 

Basingstoke Gang Show returns to The 

Haymarket for its 27th stunning variety 

show spectacular! With a production of 

classic to contemporary performances 

brought alive by over 70 people in this 

highly entertaining show, the audience 

can expect to be delighted by magnificent 

live music & LOL comedy.  
 

Book your tickets early for your family and 

friends to experience this feel good family 

show at The Haymarket. Dates are Thu 

13th to Sat 22nd Feb 2020, excluding 

Sun 16th. Matinee performances are 

also on Sat 15th and 22nd February. 

Ticket prices: adults £20, children £14. 

Last night (Sat 22nd) all seats £21. Early 

booking discount (book by 31st Dec) to 

save £2 off each ticket by quoting code 

‘BGS2020’ for performances on Thu 

13th, Mon 17th, Tue 18th February. 

Group booking discount of £1 off each 

ticket for every 10 purchased before 31st 

January. Discounts not available with 

online bookings. One discount only, per 

b o o k i n g .  S e e  t h e  w e b s i t e : 

basingstokegangshow.com. 
 

Suzanne Cox 
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Ark Christmas Meals 

Come and have fun with us between 

2nd-20th December, 2 course 

Christmas lunch (£16.50), 3 course 

Christmas lunch (£19.50), festive 

afternoon tea for two (£20), 3 course 

Christmas dinner (£25). New this year 

for groups over 20 guests: festive 

finger buffet (£12.50). Contact our 

sales team on sales@arkcentre.com, 

tel. 01256 360400 (Ark Centre, 

Dinwoodie Drive, Basingstoke, 

Hampshire, RG24 9NN). 

 

Michele Urry 

 

Marie Curie Collection 
Thank you very much for your 

generosity at Chineham Shopping 

Centre back in March this year: we 

raised an incredible £823.75. Marie 

Curie Care provides nursing for 

seriously ill people in their home 

(although they are unable to provide 

nurses in the Basingstoke area at this 

time they do have nurses in other 

parts of Hampshire). There is a 24/7 

pilot being run in the Fareham and 

Eastleigh areas which hopefully will be 

rolled out to Basingstoke in the future. 

The money is also used to pay for 

research into Palliative Care which is 

shared with other organisations. 
 

Tesco at Chineham Shopping Centre 

have kindly invited Marie Curie Care to 

collect on Friday 6 December so if you 

have an hour or more to spare please 

call Sally or Sophie on 023 8026 

3123 or go to register for a collection 

near you. 

 

Kathleen Manley 

 

 

Simon Says Child 

Bereavement Support 

It’s estimated that every 22 minutes a 

child or young person in the UK is 

bereaved of a parent, this doesn’t account 

for the death of another significant person. 

Simon Says is a registered charity with the 

aim of supporting children and young 

people in Hampshire who have someone 

important to them who has died or is 

dying. The death of someone important 

can have a devastating effect but we know 

that given support children and young 

people can be helped to understand what 

has happened and to rebuild their lives. 
 

Support Groups offer children and families 

the opportunity to work through their 

bereavement journey. A typical group will 

use planned activities, games and stories 

to focus on a common theme of thoughts, 

feelings and emotions related to the 

death. These sessions are important as 

they help children to normalise their grief 

and realise they are not alone. 
 

Simon Says supports professionals across 

Hampshire to feel more confident talking 

about bereavement and loss. Join us for 

our conference; Creative Ways to Support 

Bereaved Children and Young People at 

Chilworth Manor on November 22nd 

(email education@simonsays.org.uk for 

more information). It costs £200 to 

support a child a year and each booklet 

costs £3 so every amount can make a 

difference! We receive no government 

funding and rely on fundraising, corporate 

relationships and donations. To donate 

please visit Virgin Money Giving (https://

bit.ly/2lvGCQ0). Please visit the Simon 

Says website www.simonsays.org.uk, 

contact our telephone support line 02380 

647550 or email info@simonsays.org.uk. 
 

Emma Clewer 
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- Are less nervous in subsequent language 

learning experiences. 

- Have been found to be more 

entrepreneurial (more optimistic, 

innovative, don’t mind taking risks). 
 

So there you have it, it you weren’t already 

convinced of the benefits of learning 

another language, you might be now! 
 

Fiona Biermann 

 

Lions Club Bahamas Appeal  
The Bahamas have been devastated by 

Hurricane Dorian. Lions Clubs International 

is working with the United Nations and a 

Bahamas Lions Club to identify and supply 

the most useful assistance. Basingstoke 

Lions Club has donated £500 and other 

Lions Clubs throughout the UK will also be 

donating. Should anyone wish to make a 

donation through us, there is a “Donate” 

button on www.basingstokelions.org.uk 

which you can use in the knowledge that it 

will be used directly for alleviation of the 

dire effects of this disaster. 
 

Philip Wilson 
 

Pink Place Charity 

Fri 8 Nov: Race and Curry Evening, Apollo 

Hotel, RG24 9NU, 7-11pm. Join us for a 

selection of delicious curries, rice and naan 

(vegetarian/vegan available on request) 

and a enjoyable evening at the races! Cash 

prizes to be won along with raising money 

for charity. Tickets on sale now, £19.50. 
 

Fri 15 Nov: Solo Mia Fashion Show and 

Shopping Event, Apollo Hotel, RG24 9NU, 6

-9pm. Solo Mia will be launching their 

winter range of Italian style clothing, join us 

to browse unique trade stalls and watch 

our fashion show using real women! 

Tickets £10 in advance. £12.50 on the 

door (includes a glass of bubbly). 
 

Natasha Walsh 

Linguatastic 
Did you know that on 16th November, it’s 

International Day for Tolerance? As 

UNESCO Director-General Audrey Azoulay 

put it: “Tolerance is an act of humanity, 

which we must nurture and enact each in 

our own lives every day, to rejoice in the 

diversity that makes us strong and the 

values that bring us together.” Tolerance 

is of particular importance to Linguatastic. 

We teach languages to young and old not 

just to help people practically for when 

they are travelling or taking exams, but to 

foster a better understand of the world. As 

one learns another language, one also 

finds out more about the countries and 

cultures where it is spoken. Furthermore, 

sometimes there will be words which exist 

in the other language, which don't 

necessarily exist in one’s own native 

language, which in itself can then offer an 

insight into and understanding for the 

other culture.  
 

Interestingly, Amy Thompson (2016), an 

Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics 

at the University of South Florida also talks 

about another kind of tolerance which 

learners of other languages often 

demonstrate.  It is that of “Tolerance of 

Ambiguity”. As she explains, conversations 

in a foreign language will often include 

several words which one doesn’t 

necessarily understand.  In order for the 

conversation to flow, language learners 

can’t be stopping the speaker all the time, 

just so that they can look up the words 

which they don’t understand. No, we have 

to be tolerant of the fact that we might not 

understand every single word and 

demonstrate “high tolerance of 

ambiguity”. Prof. Thompson advocates 

that a high tolerance of ambiguity brings 

many advantages, since people: 

- Becomes less anxious in social 

interactions. 



 

 

Coffee and Co 
Coffee & Co is the coffee shop open at 

Christ Church, Chineham every Monday 

during school term times between 9.30 

and 11.30am. It was opened some years 

ago to coincide with the Health Visitors’ 

clinics, so that parents and carers could 

meet up together and socialise while 

enjoying delicious cakes and hot drinks. 

We provide a safe place for the children 

to play, with toys available to keep them 

amused. New parents have found that 

we are a good place to meet other 

parents and there is always somebody 

available to have a chat. 
 

Some of our more mature customers also 

come along to meet their friends, to have 

a natter and sometimes do their knitting! 

Whatever your age, you are most 

welcome to join us. We look forward to 

seeing you. 
 

Carolyn Shergold 

 

Basingstoke Choral Society 

Saturday November 23rd at The Anvil, 

Basingstoke at 7.45pm. Basingstoke 

Choral Society will perform Haydn’s best-

loved choral work The Creation. This work 

is full of Haydn’s glorious fun-filled 

melodies, and features the well-known 

chorus, “The Heavens Are Telling”. With 

Erica Eloff and the New London Sinfonia, 

conducted by David Gibson. Tickets 

available from The Anvil Box Office: 

01256 844244 or from anvilarts.org.uk. 
 

Rachel Holland  
 

NWR 

National Women’s Register (NWR) is a 

social group that is not that well 

known, despite being in existence for 

nearly 60 years. It provides women 

with fun, fr iendship and the 

opportunity to discuss a wide variety of 

issues. Chineham and Old Basing NWR 

meet at 2pm on the first Monday of 

the month in the relaxed atmosphere 

of someone’s home. We also meet at 

other times for lunch and ad hoc trips, 

as well as having a Reading Group 

meeting in the evening every 4th 

Thursday. The last book was A 

Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles. 
 

In October our topic was Poland. Each 

of us researched and talked about an 

aspect of the country, followed by a 

quiz. Topics included: famous people; 

the role of Poland during World War 2; 

recollections of visits including to 

Krakow, the salt mines and Auschwitz; 

architecture; and Polish food. We also 

sampled Rye Bread with Crunchy Gzik, 

and very strong vodka. 
 

In November several of our Group are 

visiting Valkenburg in The Netherlands. 

Also we have an evening meeting to 

participate in the National NWR 

Telephone Quiz, where we try to 

answer deviously complicated cryptic 

clues, competing against several 

hundred other NWR Groups. We 

always say we don’t want to win 

otherwise we have to organise next 

year’s quiz! More information can be 

found via www.nwr.org.uk; Sandie 

(sandra.tapping@gmail.com); or Karen 

(01256 328488). 
 

Sandie Tapping 

 

Petty’s Brook Boundaries III 
Marian provided some very useful 

information, which seemed to show that 

no one has, or would admit to having, any 

responsibility for the upkeep of Petty’s 

Brook. Having moved to Chineham in 
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1986 one of the nice aspects was Petty’s 

Brook, meandering through Chineham. 

The brook banking etc. looked relatively 

new and had no undergrowth at all and 

the grass banks were all in good 

condition. Look at it today, well there are 

many parts that you cannot look at as 

they are now totally overgrown with 

vegetation and trees, with many parts of 

the embankment that have now 

collapsed and are blocking the stream. 
 

Who would be help responsible if some 

Chineham houses were in fact partly 

flooded in heavy rain because the Brook 

could not do its job and move the water 

into the flood plan? It cannot be that hard 

for someone in authority to organise for 

the brook to be at least cleared of the 

overgrown vegetation and then to resolve 

who is responsible for rebuilding the 

banks? Lets get the brook back to near 

new condition that we can walk along 

and enjoy and be proud of. 
 

David Martin 

 

Chronic Pain Support Groups 
The Basingstoke & District Disability 

Forum recently identified a lack of 

Basingstoke-based support groups for 

people affected by the condition 

fibromyalgia. We responded to this need 

by creating two new Chronic Pain Support 

Groups, both take place once a month. 

We run our evening sessions on the first 

Tuesday of the month from 6pm to 8pm 

at Popley Fields Community Centre. The 

daytime sessions take place on the third 

Mondays from 1pm to 3pm at The Roger 

Morris Centre, Eastrop Way. Booking is 

not required, you are welcome to come 

along if you are affected by any chronic 

pain condition or are a carer of someone 

suffering with such a condition. The 

sessions are an opportunity to meet 

people with common experiences or 

concerns in a relaxed environment and to 

provide each other with encouragement, 

comfort and advice. Some sessions 

include the opportunity to take part in an 

activity or hear from a relevant speaker. 

For more information about what’s on 

p l e a s e  c h e c k  o u r  w e b s i t e 

www.bddf.org.uk, call us on 01256 

423869 or email info@bddf.org.uk. 
 

Amanda Knowles 
 

Chineham Village Club 

The festive season will soon be upon us 

and we have been busy putting things 

together so that our members and their 

families can enjoy Christmas and the New 

Year at the club. Entertainment events to 

the end of 2019 are as follows: 
 

Fri 1 Nov: Live music with the Consols. 

8pm in the lounge bar 

Sun 3 Nov: Killer pool competition in 

support of the Brains Trust. 4pm, sports bar 

Mon 4 Nov: Bingo in lounge bar at 8pm 

Sat 16 Nov: Basingstoke young bands 

night. 8pm, lounge bar 

Sun 24 Nov: Members’ monthly draw, 3-

4pm 
 

Mon 16 Dec: Xmas bingo, 8pm, lounge bar 

Sat 21 Dec: Children’s Xmas party. 1pm, 

community rooms. Members’ children 

only. Tickets must be bought in advance 

Sun 22 Dec: Members’ Xmas draw, 3-4pm 

Sun 22 Dec: Xmas meat raffle and 

Christmas draw 6pm 

Tue 24 Dec: Xmas eve disco. 7.30pm, 

lounge bar 

Sun 29 Dec: Members’ monthly draw, 3-

4pm 

Tue 31 Dec: New Year’s Eve disco. 8pm, 

lounge bar 
 

John Prince, Chairman 
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Basingstoke Rotary 

Our main fundraising events are The Anvil 

Royal Marines Band concert, The 

international Black Tie Boxing event and 

The Basingstoke Festival of Transport. The 

income for these events is goes to support 

local causes and a few carefully chosen 

International ones. We’ve supported The 

Ark Cancer Centre Charity since its 

inception not only financially but also by 

bucket collecting at the Star Wars event 

and for Ark Day last June as well as having 

fun with the wonderful Jane Austen 

benches. You can see our Jane Rotary 

bench in the entrance to the Radiotherapy 

department at Basingstoke hospital. We 

also help St Michael’s Hospice The 

‘Moonlight Walk’, providing refreshments, 

and some members took part. We car park 

for ‘Light up a Life’ and the ‘Farleigh Wallop 

Woodland Walk’. We run water stations for 

‘The Big Wheel’ and for the Half Marathon. 
 

Our ‘Stroke Awareness’ Day will see us 

taking blood pressure in Waitrose allowing 

peace of mind for most people but an 

important warning for those people who 

are not aware they have high blood 

pressure, they are given the appropriate 

advice and that may be go straight to 

hospital. For those few people it may have 

been life saving. Look out next April for 

Stroke Awareness Day 2020 and come 

and get your blood pressure taken. 
 

On Sat 30th Nov you’ll see us being Elves 

and helping at Overton Christmas Fair, 1-

6pm. You’ll be able to book to see Santa. 

Recently we’ve helped run the Pop-up shop 

in Overton to raise funds for Lordsfield 

Swimming Pool, an important community 

asset. In the run-up to Christmas we 

provide, cook and serve Christmas lunch to 

the people who attend The Camrose 

Centre and the helpers. The Camrose 

Centre is a drop-in service providing 

support and assistance to the homeless, 

vulnerably housed in Basingstoke. Service 

above Self is fun and we get a lot of 

enjoyment doing all these varied events. 
 

Lindy Richardson 

 

Old Basing Tennis Club 
Our Annual Summer Tournament Finals’ 

Day took place on Saturday 7th 

September. The day was a great success 

helped by dry weather and members 

enjoyed a BBQ after the trophies were 

presented. Here are the winners: Men’s 

Singles: Jamie Thomas, Ladies’ Singles: 

Penny Luke, Men’s Doubles: Andy 

Mountford and Jamie Thomas, Ladies’ 

Doubles: Jane Hatter and Penny Luke, 

Mixed Doubles: Lynne Thomas and Jamie 

Thomas, Men’s Singles Handicap: Nigel 

Hatt, Ladies’ Singles Handicap: Bev 

Cleaver. The Betty Holmes Trophy was 

awarded to Bev Cleaver for all she has 

done for the club. The following weekend 

Jamie Thomas once again won the Men’s 

Singles title at the Basingstoke and 

District League Finals’ Day. 
 

We are holding our Annual Quiz this 

month: Date: Saturday 16th November, 

Time: 7.00 for 7.30pm start, Venue: 

Lychpit Hall, Teams: 6 people (please 

think of a name for your team), Cost: £6 

pp. Please bring your own food & drink. A 

raffle will be held during the evening. We 

hope you can come and join us for this 

enjoyable evening! To book a table 

p lease  contact  C l i ve ,  ema i l : 

OBTC.Information@gmail.com. To find out 

m o r e  a b o u t  o u r  c l u b  v i s i t 

w w w . c l u b s p a r k . l t a . o r g . u k /

OldBasingTennisClub. We are also on 

Facebook and Instagram. 
 

Lynne Thomas, Chairperson. 
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Kids’ Chat! 
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www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk 


	Chineham Chat November 2019
	November 2019
	Chineham Village Hall
	Chineham Library
	Chineham WI
	Royal British Legion
	BATS: “9 to 5”
	Hook Choral Society
	Sherfield Christmas Market
	Great Binfields Primary School
	Basingstoke Blues Club
	Probus Club
	Lions Club
	Anvil Arts
	St Michael's Hospice
	Civil ServiceRetirement Fellowship
	Four Lanes Infants School
	Nature Notes
	County and BoroughCouncillor Elaine Still
	Borough CouncillorLaura Edwards
	Borough CouncillorPaul Miller
	Basingstoke Discovery Centre
	Minister’s Message
	Christ Church Activities
	Radley WEA Day Seminars
	Village Agents
	Chineham Parish Council
	Basingstoke Gang Show
	Ark Christmas Meals
	Marie Curie Collection
	Simon Says Child Bereavement Support
	Linguatastic
	Lions Club Bahamas Appeal
	Pink Place Charity
	Coffee and Co
	Basingstoke Choral Society
	NWR
	Petty’s Brook Boundaries III
	Chineham Village Club
	Chronic Pain Support Groups
	Basingstoke Rotary
	Old Basing Tennis Club
	Kids’ Chat!
	http://www.chinehamchat.com/index.htm

