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January 2016 
It is a pleasure and honour to write my first Chineham Chat editorial. I must open 

with a huge thank you to Dennis Clapp for all his incredible work over the years—

he has truly been the voice of this community magazine. Rarely does one face 

such big shoes to fill, but I shall do my best! 

 

So onto a new era, but rest assured I do not intend to make sweeping changes for 

the sake of it. That said, are there changes needed? The Chat is for the people of 

Chineham, so YOU should play a part in it. Have you ideas for changes, content we 

should be including or things we should be covering? I hope you will contact me 

with suggestions.  

 

This month we have a strong volunteer theme, with plenty of organisations 

suggesting ways in which we can become more involved with our community. If 

this is something you have been considering, or if you just spot something that 

piques your interest then why not make 2016 your year for action?  

 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 
First of all may I take this opportunity 

to wish all of our members a 

prosperous 2016. January is 

traditionally a quiet month for the club 

as we recover from the festive season. 

 

However, the following entertainment 

events will be taking place: 

Monday 5: Bingo in the lounge bar at 

20.00. 

Thursday 21: Senior citizens’ bingo and 

lunch in the lounge bar at 13.30. 

Saturday 30: Family night disco and 

entertainment in the lounge bar at 

19.00. 

 

We continue to offer membership from 

as little as £10. Full details can be 

found by visiting the club or giving us a 

call on 471982 

 

John Prince 

 

 

Chineham Village Hall 
Happy new year to you all! We hope 

you had a lovely Christmas. 

 

The children will soon be returning to 

school and we welcome back our 

regulars to the halls following the 

Christmas break. Whether you are 

interested in diet, dance, exercise or 

activities for young children, you will 

find details of classes/sessions on the 

noticeboard at the halls. 

 

If you are looking for a venue to hold 

classes, events or meetings, we 

currently have some availability in the 

halls. Just contact our Booking Clerk 

on 07935 328172 for more details 

(please leave a message and she will 

return your call), email us at 

chinehamvillagehall@gmail.com or 

submit an enquiry form on our website 

www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk.  

 

As mentioned last month, we will be 

holding our AGM in February so if you 

would like to be more involved with 

your local community and are 

interested in joining the Chineham 

Village Hall Management Committee 

we would love to hear from you. The 

Management Committee is  a 

registered charity responsible for the 

halls, buildings and recreational 

facilities and is a totally separate body 

from the Village Club Committee.  This 

invitation is open to ALL adult 

Chineham residents - membership of 

the Village Club is not required to join 

the Vil lage Hall Management 

Committee.  A Nomination Form will be 

printed in the February edition of the 

Chineham Chat, together with more 

details about the AGM. 
 

Lynne Hughes 

 

Chineham Library 
We hope that you and your families 

have had an enjoyable holiday, and 

some rest from your regular routines. 

The staff here have all enjoyed having 

a break. 

 

Our Saturday children’s craft sessions 

will continue on the first Saturday of 

each month, with the first ones being 

the 2nd January and 6th February, 

between 10am and 12pm. We are 

also trying a new venture for Saturdays 

in the New Year, with an under 5’s 

story time on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 

Saturdays of each month. These will 

commence on the 9th January, and 

take place from 10am – 10.30am. 
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These will replace the existing Friday 

story times, and we will be interested 

to receive your feedback about this 

change. 

 

Regular groups meeting this month will 

be the Crime Reading group on the 8th 

January, and the CHIPPS reading 

group for parents and preschool 

children on the 20th January. As 

always, new members are welcome to 

join. 

 

Age Concern are still holding their 

computer session for the Over 50s on 

Wednesdays between 10am and 

12pm. These will commence again 

from the 6th January, and you can 

always check availability with the local 

office on 01256 423874. The card 

making group will meet on 14th and 

28th January, and new members are 

always welcome. 

 

If you have not already done so, please 

can I remind you to complete a 

questionnaire for the Library Service 

Transformation exercise. Copies can 

be obtained from any library, and 

online at www.hants.gov.uk/library. 

The deadline for this is the 16th 

January, and a good response will help 

to support the Library Service. 

 

The team at Chineham Library wish 

you all a Happy New Year, and hope to 

see you in the Library soon. 

 

Cathy Foster 

 

 

Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 
At the meeting on 2nd December John 

Lambeth, the Chairman, welcomed 45 

members to the Christmas party.  

Christine Broadbent gave her welfare 

report and Tony Brazier, the Secretary, 

reminded everyone to hand in their 

nominations for the committee by the 

end of the year and asked if anyone 

else would like to join. 

 

Entertainment followed from The 

Purple People who gave a varied 

performance of Christmas poems, 

readings, quizzes and songs, which 

included a very lively version of The 

Twelve Days of Christmas and was 

enjoyed by everyone. After a buffet 

lunch the meeting concluded with the 

raffle which, being near Christmas, 

had a large range of prizes.    

                  

At the next meeting on Wednesday 6th 

January the speaker will be Ian 

McEvoy who will be giving a 

presentation on “Antarctica”. The first 

outing of the year will be on Thursday 

18th February with a trip to 

Winchester and the Gurkha Museum 

with lunch included. This will be 

followed in March with a trip to 

Cadbury World again with an included 

lunch. 

 

The group meets on the first 

Wednesday of each month at 

Brookvale Village Hall from 10 am – 

12 noon and all retired Civil Servants 

and their partners are welcome. 

Further details about meetings can be 

obtained from the Secretary, Tony 

Brazier, on 01256 418770 or at 

bjmapbr@ntlworld.com and if you 

would like to join us on any of our trips 

please contact Kate Lambeth on 

01256 328791. 

 

David Cowling 
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Basingstoke Lions Club 
Members of our Club welcome 

discussion of administrative matters 

like a dog welcomes fleas. There were 

3 on the agenda for our last meeting 

which  resul ted  in  the most 

rambunctious meeting in living 

memory. I won’t bore you with the 

details, but our Tailtwister, who fines 

disorderly behaviour at our business 

meetings, made a mint. 

 

Fundraising: We had a concert, which 

catered for all musical tastes, 

beaut i ful ly  performed by the 

Hampshire Constabulary Band. 

Unfortunately, there were competing 

Guy Fawkes-associated events which 

attracted some of our normal 

audience...so our profit was only £250. 

However, there was no such problem 

with our Quiz. It was a sell out and our 

profit was £700 thanks to the 

generosity and high spirits of the 

participants. As a by-product we 

discovered that our Quizmaster has 

hidden histrionic talents as he 

declaimed the “Quality of Mercy” 

soliloquy from “The Merchant of 

Venice”. We’d always thought of him 

as a bit of a ham. But this was a 

bravura performance. 

 

Welfare: Newbury Lions and Loddon 

Valley Lions joined us to contribute 

equally to a total of £1,700 towards 

the refurbishment of a Basingstoke 

girl’s wheelchair. So, Molly will be 

mobile again. We spent a further £600 

on other worthwhile causes. 

 

20th February: The Sussex Jazz Kings. 

9 April: The Heritage Orchestra. Tickets 

from Maurice Hockley  on 421857 or 

mauricehockley@hotmail.com and 

John Lincoln  on 325280 or 

jomolincoln@btinternet.com  
 

5 March: Annual Swimathon. Contact Tony 

B a m b e r g e r  o n  8 5 0 2 5 4  o r 

tony.bamberger@hotmail.co.uk 
 

16 April: Quiz Night at the Millennium Hall, 

Cliddesden. Contact: Philip Wilson on 

352393 or philipjhwilson@btinternet.com  
 

Check out our website Up Coming 

Events pages for more details: 

basingstokelions.org.uk 
 

Philip Wilson 

 

 

Chat needs new Distributor 

The Chat needs a volunteer to replace 

our Distribution Manager, Tony 

Christmas who is retiring from the Chat 

after many years doing a wonderful 

job.  

 

If you can help the Chat by picking up 

our copies from the printer each 

month and passing them to our Area 

Distributors, and also maintain our 

da tabase  o f  vo lun teer  loca l 

Distributors then please contact the 

Editor,  Jo Appleford -Cook,  at 

editor@chinehamchat.com    or 07510 

685034. 

 

We periodically need new volunteers 

for local distribution to a few roads, so 

please let us know if you could help at 

some time in the future. 
 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

 

 

Did you know? The pupil of an octopus' 

eye is rectangular.  
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Greening Campaign 
A belated Happy New Year to 

everyone! 

 

By now you will no doubt have 

packed away your artificial 

trees, recycled Christmas 

packaging or maybe taken 

your real tree to be shredded.  

Now you can sit back and start 

making resolutions. 

  

It is only a few weeks ago that 

we were watching unfortunate 

people in Cumbria and elsewhere 

trying to cope with floods worse than 

anything we had in Buckskin.  They 

were said to be the result of global 

warming. Just prior to the floods, 

around 140 world leaders had met in 

Paris to discuss ways of cutting global 

emissions and the problems of climate 

change are now being taken seriously 

by most.  Climate change represents a 

real threat to humanity, can we not all 

resolve to do one small thing this year 

to help? 

 

I am not suggesting we all become 

activists, lobby MPs, change to electric 

cars or install solar panels, all of which 

would help. However, if you resolve to 

turn off a tap, lower the thermostat by 

one or two degrees or switch off a light 

you will definitely save yourself some 

money and make Chineham greener. A 

simple New Year resolution is much 

easier to keep than one that 

demands lots of sacrifice. See 

www.greenchoices.org for lots more 

information about simple lifestyle 

changes that will help to cut the size of 

our carbon footprints. If you are 

interested in joining a pressure group 

here are some links to some very 

effective groups: www.350.org or 

www.climaterealityproject.org, or 

c l o s e r  t o  h o m e  t h e r e  i s 

www.basingstoketransition.org 

which has almost single-

handedly been responsible for 

setting up Basingstoke Green 

Week, one of the largest Green 

Fairs in North Hampshire. 

 

With this in mind, planning has 

started for this year's Basingstoke 

Greening Week in September 

2016.  If you have any suggestions, 

please look at our website 

www.greeningchineham.org.uk for a contact 

form or, better still, join our group. 

 

Jean Wilde 

 

Guiding Volunteers Needed 
How lucky are we, the residents of 

Chineham, to have two Guide Units, 

three Brownie Packs and Two Rainbow 

units in our village? Volunteers give 

their time to keep our children safe 

and provide many varied opportunities 

and experiences. We are always 

looking for more volunteers to help 

support our Chineham units. Could 

one of you be up to the challenge? 

 

I have been involved in guiding since 

my daughter was 5 years old and now 

she is 13 and a Guide. I have met and 

continue to meet some wonderful 

ladies through my association with 

Guiding. They are my second family. 

So come, join our team and make new 

friends. Give back to the community 

through volunteering with Girlguiding.        

 

Cherie Worsfold 

1st Chineham Guides and 2nd 

Chineham Rainbows. 
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Crimestoppers: Fake 

Banknotes  
Crimestoppers is appealing to the 

public for information on those 

making, buying or selling counterfeit 

notes. Counterfeiting banknotes is a 

serious offence which could result in a 

prison sentence and it helps to 

support serious organised crime. 

 

In a recent case, a serial forger 

originally sentenced in 2009 for 

conspiring to manufacture £5 million 

in counterfeit notes and firearms 

offences was sentenced to a further 3 

years 9 months in prison for breaching 

a Serious Crime Prevention Order, 

having been found in possession of 

computers, printers, scanners, and 

USB sticks containing banking details 

and template I.D. documentation. 

 

In no way is this a victimless crime, 

with incidents having occurred in 

various parts of the UK which have 

seen retailers, businesses, schools, 

charities and the elderly conned out of 

money. 

- One incident saw a scammer in 

Worcester trick and take advantage of 

a partially-sighted elderly man at a bus 

stop by asking the victim for change of 

a £20 note and handing him a fake 

note. 

- A woman in West Sussex was conned 

into handing over a diamond ring for 

£500 in fake notes after listing it for 

sale on classified website Gumtree. 

 

In the first half of 2015, around 

119,000 worthless counterfeit 

banknotes with a notional value of 

£2.3 million were removed from the 

UK’s streets, whilst the figure for the 

whole of 2014 was around £8 million. 

What can you do to help? 

Don't be tempted by these notes, as it 

is a criminal offence to knowingly hold 

or use counterfeit notes. Instead, pass 

on any information on anyone making, 

selling or buying counterfeit notes 

anonymously to us by filling in our 

Anonymous Online Form or calling free 

on 0800 555 111 to help bring them 

to justice. Play your part in helping us 

to stop this crime. 
 

 

Crimestoppers: Stolen 

Property 
Happy New Year to you all! I hope you 

had a peaceful and crime free 

Christmas. 

 

Sales promotions go on throughout 

the year, but remember that if 

something appears too good to be 

true, then it probably is! If you go to a 

car boot sale or are offered something 

in a pub that seems ridiculously 

cheap, please consider that it may be 

stolen or not as genuine as it could be.   

 

This goes for internet auction sites 

too. Whilst they can be really useful for 

finding a particular item or for selling 

some of your own property, it is also 

an easy way to dispose of stolen 

goods. How do you know that the 

second hand watch you are thinking of 

buying is really the vendor’s to sell?! 

 

Before you buy that bargain piece of 

jewellery, or knock-down power tools 

from a ‘mate’, please consider how 

you would feel if it were YOUR pride 

and joy being sold for a fraction of its 

real value and with no consideration 

of the sentimental value to its rightful 

owner. 



 

 

Remember, if you buy stolen goods, 

the only person who gains is the 

vendor. The property is still owned by 

the person who had it stolen, not by 

you just because you paid cash for it, 

and there are no refunds when the 

item is returned to its rightful owner. 

 

If you are found with stolen property, 

not only will it be seized but you may 

be charged with handling stolen 

goods, and it would be for you to prove 

to a Court that you had acted in good 

faith. However, paying ‘a few quid’ for 

a brand new boxed computer may 

need some creativeness to justify how 

you thought it could be a genuine 

transaction! The Courts treat handling 

stolen goods as a serious offence; 

there would be no reason to steal if 

there weren’t people prepared to buy. 

 

Just this month, a local couple 

received a letter claiming to be from 

the Postcode Lottery which told them 

they had won £875,000. After their 

initial euphoria, they phoned the 

number on the letter and were told 

they would have to pay £1900 in 

admin fees to release their ‘winnings’. 

Luckily the couple recognised the 

letter was a scam, but sadly not 

everyone is so wise. 

 

Remember – if you have information about 

ANY crime, please do not hesitate to give 

Crimestoppers a call on 0800 555111 or 

log on to www.crimestoppers-uk.org where 

you can also give information anonymously. 

If you are on twitter, please follow me 

@HantsCrimestopp 

 

I wish you a very happy and peaceful 

New Year. 

 

PC Simon Wright 

Chineham WI 
The visit from Barfield Handbells in 

November was a huge success with a 

surprisingly wide repertoire, from 

classical pieces to pop songs.  Many 

members enjoyed the opportunity to 

join in using bell plates (a flat, 

triangular metal plate with a clapper), 

and the rest sang along, determined 

not to be left out of the fun!  A very 

enjoyable evening. 

 

You may have seen our handmade 

Christmas tree on display at Christ 

Church Christmas Tree Festival and in 

Chineham library during the festive 

period.  The tree will be dismantled in 

January and the knitted and crocheted 

squares sewn together by members to 

make blankets, which will be donated 

to the homeless at May Place Hostel in 

Basingstoke. The blankets will be 

handed over during our meeting on 

22nd February 2016 at Christ Church, 

Chineham. 

 

If you are interested in joining 

Chineham WI, please come along to 

any of our regular monthly meetings at 

Christ Church, Reading Road, 

Chineham at 7:30 pm, where you will 

be welcomed by a lively group of local 

ladies. The upcoming meetings 

include: 

 

25 January: Cons & Conmen  

22 February: May Place Hostel 

21 March: Ikebana – Japanese floristry 

 

Why not make it your New Year resolution to 

join Chineham WI?  It's a resolution that 

could inspire you for the whole year and 

many years to come! 

 

Pam Malcolm 
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Chineham Parish Council 
 

Parish Councillors and staff would like 

to take this opportunity to wish all 

residents a Happy New Year.   

 

2016 Meeting dates: The dates for the 

Full Parish Council meetings in 2016 

are scheduled as follows: 

January 11th          July 11th 

February 8th           August 8th  

March 14th                September 12th 

April 11th                       October 10th 

May 9th                              November 14th 

June 13th                      December 12th 

Meetings start at 7.45pm in the 

Community Rooms at the Chineham 

Village Hall (the public session will 

start at approximately 7.50pm).  

Agendas are available on the Parish 

Council noticeboards and on the 

website three clear days before the 

meetings. 

 

Grit Bins: There are a number of blue 

or yellow bins filled with salt and/or 

grit for use in Chineham on public 

roads and pavements.  They are not 

provided for private use.  Residents 

can report that a bin requires refilling 

via the Hampshire County Council 

w e b s i t e  w w w . h a n t s . g o v . u k .  

Alternatively, please contact the Parish 

Council with the location details and 

we will report it. 

 

E lec to ra l  Rev iew:  The  Loca l 

Government Boundary Commission for 

Eng land has  publ ished draft 

recommendations on the future 

electoral arrangements for Hampshire 

County Council.  There is a public 

consultation on the Commission's 

draft recommendations on new 

electoral division boundaries across 

Hampshire which closes on 11th 

January 2016.  You can view the 

Commission's draft recommendations 

at https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/

node/5188 where you can find 

interactive maps, a report and 

guidance on how to have your say. 

   

Pump hunt for sewage station owners: 

Thames Water is to take responsibility 

for 4,000 sewage pumping stations 

from property owners/managers & is 

appealing to customers to help identify 

privately owned sewage pumping 

stations.  New legislation means that 

sewage pumping stations, which 

power wastewater away from 

properties & out into the public sewer 

pipe network, currently owned & 

maintained by customers will become 

legally owned and operated by the 

local water company.  The pumping 

stations can be found in places where 

there are a number of properties 

needing to connect to the public sewer 

network.  Customers will know that 

they have one as they’ll be paying to 

maintain & power them.  Anyone with 

a private pumping station can make 

T h a m e s  W a t e r  a w a r e  a t 

www.thameswater.co.uk/pumphunt. 

 

The Parish Council is here to help 

the residents of Chineham, so if 

there is a Chineham issue you are 

concerned about, please feel free to 

contact the Clerk, Sally Jackson on 

0 1 2 5 6  4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 

Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 

0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be found 

at www.chineham.gov.uk. 

 

14 



 

 17 

Christmas Tree Recycling 
Once the festivities are over residents 

can leave their Christmas trees at one 

of the 21 allocated sites specifically 

set up by Basingstoke and Deane 

Borough Council from Monday 4 

January until Sunday 31 January 

2016.  

 

Every year, around eight million real 

Christmas trees are thrown away in 

the UK, creating about 160,000 

tonnes of additional waste. If the trees 

are instead recycled they are 

transformed into ProGrow soil 

conditioner and wood chippings, which 

the council uses for the borough’s 

parks.  

 

Christmas tree drop-off points: 

Basingstoke Town Centre, War 

Memorial Park (Crossborough Hill car 

park)  

Basingstoke: B & Q, Winchester Road  

Basingstoke,:Homebase, Winchester Road  

Brighton Hill: Gershwin Road, Sports Pavilion  

Burghclere,:Harts Lane, Sports club car park  

Eastrop: Eastrop Park (Boat House car park)  

Hatch Warren: Community Centre, 

Long Cross Lane  

Headley: Darling Buds of May, Newbury 

Road  

Kingsclere: Fieldgate Centre  

Lasham: Avenue Nurseries Garden Centre, 

The Avenue  

North Waltham: Wyevale Garden 

Centre  

Oakley: Oakley Lane (school lay-by)  

Oakridge: Upper Sherborne Road playing 

fields  

Overton: Overton Hill car park  

Pamber End: Elm Park Garden Centre, 

Aldermaston Road  

Popley: Carpenters Down Open Space  

Silchester: The Pavilion car park  

South Ham: Russell Howard car park  

Tadley: Hangar Road (parking bays 

near Wigmore Road)  

Whitchurch: Winchester Road car park  

Winklebury: Winklebury Way playing 

field  

(Please note that Wyevale Garden 

Centre at Sherfield on Loddon is no 

longer a collection point.) 

 

If residents miss the collections at 

these locations, they can take their 

tree to the recycling centre on Wade 

Road. The opening hours at Wade 

Road are 8am to 4pm (closed 1 Jan 

2015).  

 

For further information please contact 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough 

Council on 01256 844844 or visit 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/recycle  

 

Volunteer for New Year 
Are you planning to deprive yourself of 

a particular food or activity for a while? 

Who will benefit? How about 

considering a much more meaningful 

New Year Resolution to do a bit more 

for your local community? Volunteering 

does not have to involve a lot of your 

time and it can bring enormous 

benefits to you and to those you help.  

 

For more general information visit 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/doyourbit.  

 

For specific information about your 

local Neighbourhood Watch visit 

www.chinehamnhw.org.uk or email 

chinehamnhw@bdnw.org.uk  

 

We would love to hear from you! 

 

Laura Romney  
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County and Borough 

Councillor Elaine Still 
On the whole residents in Chineham are doing a 

great job recycling their rubbish but what can and 

can’t be recycled can be confusing  so I hope the 

article below will help raise awareness. 

 

Residents are being reminded not to put their 

recycling into plastic bags before it goes into their 

green bin, in a bid to stop recycling, quite literally, 

going to waste. The things that are collected are 

sorted by hand and machinery before going for 

recycling. Sorting crews can’t always pull the 

plastic bags out and then the machinery can’t 

recognise what is in them so they get discarded. 

The bags that get through often get caught in the 

machinery and can cause damage to it. 

 

Reusable, hard-wearing plastic bags are 

available that can be used by residents to store 

their recycling in their home and then carry it to 

their green bin. The bags will be delivered to 

residents in areas where we know plastic bags 

are being used. Alternatively residents can 

request one by calling the council on 844844. 

 

Crews have been issuing warnings to residents 

that they risk their grey rubbish bin not being 

emptied if it obviously contains garden waste or 

items that could be recycled. These items include 

cardboard, paper, tins, cans, aerosols, plastic 

bottles, glass bottles and jars. Recognising that 

recycling can be confusing, the council has also 

been out to speak to people who are repeatedly 

putting things that can be recycled into their grey 

bin, to offer help, support and advice. 

 

Please don’t forget that aluminium foil and 

mixed plastics can be recycled in Chineham 

Shopping Centre East Car Park and Wade Road 

Waste Recycling Centre is close by. I wish you a 

very Happy and Green New Year. 

 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 01256 880926 

Mobile: 07747862913 

Website elainestill.com 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
At the start of 2016 we are now 

approaching (I hope!) the conclusion 

of the saga of the acceptance of the 

Local Plan. The indications are that 

the Planning Inspector has not raised 

any ‘show-stoppers’ during the 

examination process which is 

encouraging, and we now await the 

release of his report, when we 

discover if he will accept or impose 

changes that we might have to accept 

to allow the Plan to be Adopted. 

Adoption will mean that BDBC has 

much more control over development 

up to 2029 and will not be at the 

mercy of developers submitting 

planning applications at random. We 

anticipate that the Adopted Plan will 

be in place by early summer but I will 

keep you updated. 

 

You may be aware that the Black Dam 

roundabout works are now scheduled 

to be completed in April 2016 – but 

we are not finished even then. Upon 

completion, the contractor will move to 

the A 33 and start on the roundabouts 

from the A 339 through to the Taylors 

Farm Roundabout incorporating 

improvements in anticipation of 

addit ional traff ic f rom future 

developments. 

 

On that note, I trust that everyone had 

a good Christmas and will have a 

Happy and Successful New Year in 

2016. 

 
 

Paul Miller 

Tel: 01256 467400 

Mobile: 07777 659022 

cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  
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Wordsearch 
 

E D M E W L G E F V P T N O G U C S J K A A N  

J H G R E C V I D P A A M O T J M H E J Q A D  

T S B M A I U D V U V G P A S A U E E P I J K  

A O O F L I O G Q K I K V A D M M J D R A E P  

D N C O L N S M L F M A K S Y N A O U L R R U  

K I W I F R U I T I U R F K C A J D T B A Y G  

V J M T R K T A N G E R I N E G A G N E E R G  

T E Y T P P P O M E G R A N A T E I C S V R B  

Y R R E B W A R T S E H L M G Y D Y L T E E I  

R T R P R A S P B E R R Y A R R P R E A E B L  

R N E U E T S A L L I D A N A R G R M R G N B  

E A B O A E I Q Q M P M N G P E O E E F E A E  

B R K L D R O M V R G E O O E B S B N R S R R  

N R C A F M N F E M C N G S F E A R T U I C R  

A U A T R E F R S T F N M T R S T E I I L A Y  

G C L N U L R E A R A A V E U O Q D N T A O Q  

O D B A I O U R U M N D K E I O U L E C S V R  

L E O C T N I I O D B J V N T G N E C G Y P W  

H R L L S N T N A R R U C K C A L B J V H K U  

S B L U E B E R R Y E O T I P I N E A P P L E  

U P G P B M I S A T S U M A V O C A D O Y G N  

W E D Y E N O H C K T U Q E N N P V N C N C A  

B H F L T A W P W V L C G C I P C O H A C Q L  

K D O Q F V C J A P B C L U L Q A E R W B A L  

P N D L I L W H I B C H Q E K B E O N P M C J  

 

Can you find the 65 fruits hidden in this wordsquare. Puzzle compiled by Phil 

Slater. 

 

Wordsearch Answers 
 

APPLE, GRANADILLA, PAPAYA, APRICOT, GRAPEFRUIT, PASSIONFRUIT,                                    

AVOCADO,  GRAPES,  PEACH,  BANANA,  GREENGAGE,  PEAR,                                        

BILBERRY, GUAVA, PHYSALIS, BLACKBERRY, HONEYDEW, PINEAPPLE,                                           

BLACKCURRANT, JACKFRUIT, PLUM, BLUEBERRY, JUJUBE, POMEGRANATE,                                           

BREADFRUIT, KIWIFRUIT, POMELO, CANTALOUPE, KUMQUAT, QUINCE,                                           

CHERRY,  LEMON, RAISIN,  CLEMENTINE,  L IME, RAMBUTAN,                                          

CRANBERRY, LOGANBERRY, RASPBERRY, CURRANT, LYCHEE, REDCURRANT,                                           

DAMSON, MANDARIN, SATSUMA, DATE, MANGO, STARFRUIT,                                        

DRAGONFRUIT, MANGOSTEEN, STRAWBERRY, DURIAN, MEDLAR, TANGERINE,                                            

ELDERBERRY,  MELON, TOMATO,  FIG ,  NECTARINE,  UGLI ,                                         

GALIA, OLIVE, WATERMELON, GOOSEBERRY, ORANGE.   

 



 

 

Minister’s Message 

In the middle of December I went to 

see my daughter, son-in-law and four 

grandchildren. It was the eldest child’s 

sixth birthday. As we walked back to 

their home from the park I was talking 

to him about tea and he was excited 

about the sausages we were going to 

have. Back at the house I commented 

to my daughter that it is great with 

children that age to see the sense of 

joyful anticipation about relatively 

small things. She commented that 

they seem to get excited about so 

many things and even things that are 

normal pattern of life. “For instance,” 

she said, “it is breakfast and we have 

Weetabix –yeah! And a bowl and 

spoon – yeah! And milk yeah!” As she 

said it she communicated something 

of their excitement at such pretty 

mundane things. 

 

As I close one year and enter into 

another I wonder at such enthusiasm 

and such excited anticipation of each 

new day and each new event. As I do 

so I ask myself is this limited to young 

people? Is the joyful anticipation of 

what is to come only for the young and 

seemingly naïve? Cannot some of this 

rub off on an elderly cynic like myself? 

 

Perhaps as you face a new year you 

have similar thoughts. Jaundiced by 

life and by past failures, cynical about 

humanity and the world in general we 

can easily tend towards a Victor 

Meldrew “I don’t believe it” attitude 

rather than a six year old boy’s “isn’t it 

exciting Grandad!” 

 

So how might I view 2016? Well, not 

with the naivety of everything is going 

to be great because life has taught me 

that rarely is it so. But hopefully not 

with the cynical Eeyore type thinking of 

“if it is a good morning which I doubt.” 

 

I want to try and embrace this year, to 

anticipate events big and small with a 

sense of joy and to find in the ordinary 

things of life a sense of excitement 

and fulfilment. I want to go through 

2016 with a hopeful and positive 

attitude and have the attitude 

expressed in Lamentations 3v21-23 in 

the Bible, “But this I call to mind and 

therefore have hope: the steadfast 

love of the Lord never ceases, his 

mercies never come to an end they are 

new every morning”. So to wake up 

and each new day have a sense of 

anticipation of the things to come. 

 

May your new year be filled with joyful 

anticipation. 

 

Ian Bentley, Minister at Christ Church 

 

Christ Church Activities 
Sunday services: 9am and 10.30am 

every Sunday – no charge, all 

welcome! Groups for children and 

young people of all ages meet at the 

10.30am service. The 9am service 

tends to be quieter and more 

reflective. During January we will be 

reading John’s Gospel to look at 

different encounters people had with 

Jesus. Our sermons are recorded and 

are available with the sermon text at 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk. 

There will be a service of Holy 

Communion at 11am on Tuesday 26 

January and lunch will be available 

afterwards at 12noon.  

 

Prayer: Is there something you would 

like prayer for? Do let us know – 
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contact details below.  If you would like 

to come and pray at the Church you 

would be most welcome. Our Prayer 

Room is open whenever the building is 

open – you are welcome to drop in to 

sit and pray in silence, or if you would 

like someone to pray with or for you we 

can arrange that. “Come and pray” 

with us – we have prayer meetings 

scheduled on a weekly basis 

throughout January on alternative 

Sunday and Monday evenings – do 

contact us if you would like details. 

Everyone is welcome to join us as we 

pray for our church, our community 

and our world.  You do not have to pray 

out loud and prayers are led.    
  

Coffee and Co: Our Monday morning 

café will continue to be open from 

9.30am to 11.30am with coffee, cake 

and activities for the children. The café 

is open to all, whether or not you are a 

member of the Church – you will find a 

warm welcome and plenty of people to 

chat with.   
  

Luncheon Club: Come along on 

Tuesday 26 January at 12noon for a 

tasty two course lunch and good 

company!  No need to book; lunch 

costs just £4 for adults and £2 for 

children.  All welcome. 
  

CCBBies: The group meets on 

Thursday mornings during term time 

from 10am to 11.15am when there is 

a range of activities for pre-school 

children as we learn about Jesus and 

the Bible together.  Parents/carers are 

required to stay with their children; 

there is no charge and refreshments 

are served.   
  

Messy Church: our next Messy Church 

will be on 11 January 2016.  Families 

are invited to join us for lots of 

“messy” fun as we learn about the 

Bible in a creative way.  Refreshments 

are served from 3.45 to 4.15pm, 

activities begin at 4.15pm, supper is 

served at 5.15pm and it is time to go 

home at 5.45pm.  There is no charge 

although donations towards the cost of 

the food are gratefully received!  If you 

have any special dietary needs we 

would appreciate knowing in advance.  
  

Kids’ Club:  Our next Kids’ Club will be 

on Saturday 16 January when children 

at primary school are invited to join us 

for lots of fun and games in the Wesley 

Hall from 5-6.30pm. The cost is £1 per 

person; do bring some extra cash for a 

hot snack and tuck and bring a friend 

too! Wii, PlayStation, table tennis, pool 

and more!  The Club is supervised by 

volunteers from the church who are all 

DBS checked. 
  

C3Y:  This is the new name for our 

“new look” Youth Club which is open to 

young people from year 6 upwards on 

Friday evenings during term time from 

8-9.30pm in the Wesley Hall. The 

entrance fee is just £1 (bring some 

extra cash for tuck) and there is a 

range of weekly activities including a 

special activity each month. 

  

4Men: Our Sunday Supper Club is a 

regular event where the men cook and 

eat together; there is always lots of 

banter and beer!  The cost is usually 

£5.  The next Sunday Supper Club will 

be at 6.30pm on Sunday 17 January.  

All men welcome!    On Saturday 13 

February we will be welcoming Linvoy 

Primus to talk to us; a Christian and 

former footballer with Portsmouth FC, 

Linvoy has also played for Reading and 

Charlton, and has worked under Harry 
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Redknapp, Velimir Zajec and Alain 

Perrin.  The evening includes a Fish 

and Chip Supper; tickets cost £10 per 

person and must be booked in 

advance.  If you would like details of 

our events for men please take a look 

a t  o u r  w e b s i t e  h t t p : / /

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk/

community/events-men and/or give us 

a call. 

 

4Women: Our next women’s breakfast 

is on Saturday 23 January 2016 

starting at 9.30am. Caroline Cazyer, a 

change management consultant with a 

joy of gardening, will be coming to talk 

on ‘Reflections from my garden’, 

considering how nature reflects the 

character of God. There is no charge 

for this event but donations are 

welcome. Do invite the women you 

know and let us know if you are 

coming and also if you have any 

special dietary needs. 

 

Art workshop:  we have an art 

workshop arranged for 20 February 

when Jenny Hawke, an experienced 

artist, author and illustrator, will help 

beginners and those already 

experienced in painting to explore the 

art of watercolour.  Why not set aside a 

February afternoon to bring some 

colour into your life and think about 

physical and spiritual dimensions of 

sheltering from life’s storms?  

Materials will be provided at a cost of 

£15-20 per person.  To book your 

place please contact the church office. 

 

Alpha:  this is an opportunity to explore 

the Christian faith in a friendly and 

relaxed environment; each evening will 

begin with a meal at 7.30pm and will 

be followed by a talk and plenty of 

opportunity to ask questions.  There is 

no charge; do let us know if you are 

coming and if you have any special 

dietary needs. 

 

Christmas Tree Festival: thank you to 

everyone who supported our event in 

December either by entering a tree or 

one of our creative competitions, or by 

coming along to vote for your favourite 

Christmas trees! It was wonderful to 

see so many people in the building 

en joy ing  the event  and the 

refreshments. The winner of the 

children’s category was Messy Church, 

and Marg’s homegroup won the adult 

section.  Would you like to see another 

Chr istmas Tree Fest ival  next 

December? Do let us know! 

 

Charity collections: We continue to 

collect stamps (new and used), ink 

cartridges, postcards, spectacles, 

socks, tools, bedding, tins and packets 

of food, and tops from supermarket 

milk bottles for various charities.  We 

can find a home for most things so if 

you have anything you would like to 

pass on do contact us!   

 

Room hire: Rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or regular 

basis.  Contact us for details or look on 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk.   

Prices start at £8 per hour (Community 

Rate) which includes use of the 

kitchen/snack bar where tea, coffee, 

s u g a r  a n d  s q u a s h  a r e 

provided. Groups that regularly hire 

the church include Bridge, Mitosu 

Crafts, Chineham Board Gamers and 

the Health Visitors for the baby clinic, 

along with a range of University of the 

Third Age groups including Latin, 

Patchwork and Computing.  A new 
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group for pre-school children called 

Music with Mummy will start in 

January on Tuesday mornings. 

 

Hula hooping classes will continue in 

January; there will be a taster session 

on 7 January (no charge) from 7.30-

8.30pm and classes will continue the 

following week.  

  

Further information: if you would like 

to know anything about the life and 

activities of Christ Church please 

contact Ruth or Gill on 474280 or 

admin@christchurchchineham.org.uk 

or drop in to the office which is open 

from Monday to Friday from 9.30am to 

2.30pm. You can also find out 

information about Christ Church on  

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk , on 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/

christchurchchineham) and follow us 

on Twitter @ccChineham . 

 

Ruth Randall 

 

 

Chineham Speedwatch 
 

During our speedwatch sessions we 

are often approached by people saying 

what a fantastic job we are doing, 

which is always gratifying, but we 

could use a few extra helpers. I try to 

organise between 6 – 8 sessions every 

other month in different locations, on 

different days and at different times 

(we share the equipment with our 

friends in Old Basing).  

 

Helpers are free to sign up for as many 

or as few sessions as they wish but I 

do struggle to find enough volunteers, 

which often means that I have to 

cancel sessions. The more potential 

helpers I have, the more chance there 

is of running all these sessions and 

helping to raise awareness and reduce 

the speed of traffic in Chineham.  

 

So could you spare an occasional hour 

of your time to help us to make a 

difference? There are a couple of 

forms to fill out, but they are merely 

formalities (unless you have been 

really bad!!).  

 

If you would like to join the Speedwatch 

Team then please contact the parish clerk 

at clerk@chineham.gov.uk. 

 

Bob Ricket  

Chineham Speedwatch coordinator 

 

 

County Brain Box 

Champions 
On November 21st six Cub Scouts 

from Chineham represented the East 

Basingstoke district at the Hampshire 

County finals in Eastleigh.  The team 

was made up of a cross section of 

ages from the pack as the total age for 

all 6 could not exceed 54.   

 

The team were successful during 

October in the district version, which 

gave them the right to compete on the 

county stage. Following a couple of 

hours of “Brain Box Testing” they had 

seen off the challenge of the other 18 

teams from around the County and 

we re  dec l a r ed  the  w inn ers . 

Congratulations to Toby Tickner, Jack 

Randall, Jake Phillips, Giuseppe Della-

Savina, Miles Dore and Elliott Jones 

for their victory. 

 

Graham Howard  

CSL – 1st Chineham (Monday) Cubs 
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BAOS Presents: 

West Side Story 
The Haymarket 8th – 12th March 2016. 

 

Passion. Drama. Music. Dance.  Can 

true love conquer all?  Following the 

sell-out success of Hairspray, BAOS is 

set to bring the streets of New York in 

the mid 50s back to Basingstoke.  The 

story of Shakespeare’s Romeo and 

Juliet is vividly and emotionally brought 

to life through the rivalry of the Jets 

and the Sharks in Bernstein’s musical 

masterpiece.  

 

Two teenage street gangs are from 

different ethnic backgrounds.  As war 

builds between the two gangs, the 

Sharks from Puerto Rico are taunted 

by the Jets of New York.  When Tony, a 

Jet ready to leave the gang life behind, 

falls for the beautiful Maria, the sister 

of the Sharks’ leader Bernardo, 

tension escalates between the two 

groups.  All leading to a violent rumble 

that will leave your heart racing.  

Watch as the two young lovers 

desperately try to find a way to be 

together despite living in a time of 

much hate and ignorance.  With songs 

such as ‘America’, ‘Somewhere’, 

‘Tonight’, ‘I Feel Pretty’, ‘One Hand, 

One Heart’ and ‘Jet Song’, it’s a show 

full of emotion, strength and intense 

dance numbers.       

 

Adult tickets: £16 Tuesday, £20 

Wednesday - Saturday.                      

£13 for under 16’s all shows.                     

£1 reduction for Students and over 

65’s. Group discount on bookings of 

10 or more at £1 discount per ticket 

 

Rachel Kingston De Caires 

   

Discarded Bread: part two 
For the past year or so I have regularly 

seen bread (and other food items) 

discarded in the woodland area 

between Petty's Brook Road and the 

path leading to the Chineham shops. 

 

I'm sure it is left with the intention of 

feeding the wildlife, however a pile of 

white bread can actually be harmful. 

The food that is left out is often 

mouldy - some moulds contains 

mycotoxins which can be fatal if eaten 

by dogs and cats. This bread is often 

eaten by local dogs and has made my 

dog poorly twice now.  

 

Guinea Copse is the perfect spot for 

dog walking and letting well-behaved 

dogs off the lead. I often have to 

ensure I put the dog back on the lead 

before I reach the dumped food. 

 

I would ask that the person 

responsible reconsider doing this in 

future and leave food out that adheres 

to the RSPB advice in their own 

gardens. Helpful advice about suitable 

food can be found at: 

h t t p : / / w w w . r s p b . o r g . u k /

m ak e a ho m ef o r w i ld l i f e/ a d v i c e /

helpingb irds/feeding/whatfood/

scraps.aspx 

 

Please feel free to contact me if you 

have any questions or comments 

 

Jessica Screen  

jessica_screen@outlook.com 

 

 

Did you know? An ostrich's eye is 

bigger that its brain.   
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Nature Notes 
It is incredible to think at the time of 

writing that in two weeks it will be 

Christmas.  Chineham is still looking 

autumnal with the hazels retaining 

their deep lemon leaves and above 

them the oaks are also golden. In 

some sheltered roads there are aspen 

trees which look fantastic; this year 

being completely covered in the 

brightest yellow leaves against the 

dark firs. 

 

My Holly bushes have only a few 

berries this year, so I peered closely at 

the wreaths in the shops to see what 

ingenious methods were used to 

create berries. Again, as last time, red 

paint over ivy berries came to the 

rescue of the suppliers. My berry-less 

holly wreath will only have a large red 

bow! 

 

The bees and wasps had some good 

meals on the flowers of the ivy, which 

covers one whole wall, and the false 

caster oil plants on the other side of 

the garden. Now that these have 

finished flowering, the bees are 

enjoying the small, insignificant, but 

highly scented, honeysuckle (Lonicera 
fragrantissima) that will provide food 

for several more months. 

 

I have  finally collected all the leaves 

that descended from the tree next 

door and they are now in bags. It 

seemed a never-ending task, being 

interrupted by the wind, the rain or 

another deluge of leaves themselves. 

Anyway, there will be lots of leaf- 

mould in a year. 

 

The one bush that has produced lots 

of berries is a spindly firethorn, which 

was in situ when we arrived. The only 

bird that eats the fruit is a redwing if it 

migrates from a colder climate (which 

isn’t often). Perhaps those berries plus 

red nail polish might imitate the real 

thing from a distance!!! 

 

Blue-tits, great-tits, a solitary robin, a 

coal-tit and dozens of sparrows have 

been enjoying the hanging bird 

feeders, now that the magpies have 

been chased away. There is plenty of 

food put on the ground for them. 

 

Please carry on sending me your 

observations. Sometimes, I don’t 

answer for a while, but, you are not 

forgotten.  

 

01256 479562 (Answerphone is 

always on.) 

 

ginny.wright2@btinternet.com 
 

Ginny Wright 

 

 

St Michael’s Hospice 

Events 2016 
 

April 17 Woofs and Wellies 

May 11 5k and 10k Run 

June 5 Sunflower Fete 

July 24 Big Wheel 

September 10 Moonlight Walk 

September 23 SMH and TC Golf Day 

December 4 Light up a Life 

 

For further information please see 

stmichaelshospice.org.uk/events, call the 

Fundraising hotline 01256 848848 or 

email events@stmichaelshospice.org.uk. 

 

Sue O’Flinn 



 

 

Squash and Racketball 
 

Do you or would you like to play 

squash/racketball? If the answer is 

yes, then the Bounty Squash/

Racketball Club would like to hear 

from you! We are looking for new male 

and female members and would 

welcome all standards, beginners and 

experienced players. 

 

We are part of Basingstoke Sports and 

Social Club, May’s Bounty, Fairfield 

Road, Basingstoke, RG2 3DR. We are 

a true members club run for the 

members by the members. We have 3 

excellent squash courts and offer the 

opportunity for members to play at 

every level, socially, competitively as 

well as team squash/racketball for the 

better players.  We also have a very 

healthy junior section where qualified 

coaching is available on a regular 

basis. 

 

Our clubhouse facilities include a great 

bar with a very friendly atmosphere 

where you can relax, meet and make 

new friends. If you’re interested you’ll 

be made very welcome. For more 

information please contact our Club 

Captain, Stuart Humphries on 

0 7 7 8 9 3 4 2 8 7 9  o r  e - m a i l 

bountysandr@gmail.com. Alternatively 

visit our website at www.basingstoke-

sports-club.co.uk. 

 

Bill Ray 

 

 

Did You Know? According to an old 

English system of time units, a 

moment is one and a half minutes.  

 

 

Four Lanes Community 

Junior School 
 

Happy New Year from Four Lanes 

Community Junior School! 

 

At the time of writing Year 3 and 4 

have just finished the Christmas 

performance of 'Bauble' which was a 

high quality performance with 

wonderful singing, soloists and great 

acting. We are looking forward to our 

annual 'Carols on the playground' with 

the Infant school and all the parents.  

 

Year 5 have been taking part in 

Bikeability, which used to be known as 

Cycling Proficiency. The children really 

enjoyed their cycling whilst learning 

valuable lessons about safety on the 

road.  

 

Year 6 have had the Fire Service in to 

talk about road safety and safety in 

the home and have enjoyed their topic 

Amazingstoke all about how great 

Basingstoke is! All children had the 

opportunity to plant their own bulbs in 

December, so look out for a new 

spring display on the edge of the field 

late in the spring term. 

 

From January we will have a new logo, 

which includes our motto - Inspire and 

Achieve Together, which will also be 

used on letterheads and on new 

uniform. 

 

Julie Docherty 

 

Did You Know? Every time you lick a 

stamp, you're consuming 1/10 of a 

calorie.  
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Four Lanes Community 

Centre 
Understanding your child: This 5 week 

course aims to explore a range of 

behaviours in children which are 

related to stages of development and 

to help develop skills to deal with 

outbursts in a positive way. 

Starts: Friday 22 January 2016 to 4 

March 2016 (due to Inset Day 12 

February and February half term). 

Cost:  Free of charge 

 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: For 

mums/dads, babies and pre-school 

children. Life with young children  can 

be exciting, exhausting, rewarding, 

challenging, joyful and daunting. Come 

and join us and have fun. There will be 

a range of activities including indoor 

and outdoor toys, arts and crafts, 

stories and rhymes, drinks and 

biscuits. All based in a safe and 

welcoming environment. 

Starts: Wednesdays - 9.30am to 

11.00am ongoing. Please contact us 

to register your interest. 

Cost: £12.00 for 6 weeks or £2.50 per 

week on a drop-in basis. 

 

ZUMBA: Zumba is a popular fitness 

programme inspired by Latin dance.  

Zumba means to move fast and have 

fun and is easy to learn.  It’s the best 

way to lose weight while enjoying high 

energy and motivating dance moves 

alongside fantastic dance music.  

Mondays – 7.30pm to 8.30pm and             

Tuesdays – 7.00pm to 8.00pm. Cost  

£6.00 pay as you go. Contact Rina 

Mistry 07971 553658. 

 

Hatha Yoga: No previous experience 

required, suitable for all levels. Yoga’s 

combined focus on mindfulness, 

breathing and physical movements 

br ings  health  benef i ts .  Yoga 

participants have reported better 

sleep, increased energy levels and 

overall better general health. Payable 

in blocks of 6 weeks cost £30.00 or 

drops in welcome at £6.00 per class. 

For further information and to book 

the course please contact Kati on 

0 7 4 5 0  2 2 6 7 1 9  o r 

pumpkinyoga@gmail.com 

 

L inguatast ic :  Languages  wi th 

Linguatastic include French and 

Spanish before school clubs; Italian, 

Spanish and French for Adults; and 

French for Secondary School pupils. 

For further information please email 

info@linguatastic.com or phone 

811100. 

  

Telephone us on 810499 or look at 

www.fourlanescentre.com. 
 

Virginia Wyatt 

 

 

Basingstoke Discovery 

Centre 
To book a place, you can order online 

from https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/

home.php or visit Basingstoke 

Discovery Centre in Festival Place, or 

call 01256 478670. Advance booking 

is strongly recommended. 

 

January events : 

LEt’sGO Construction Club: Every 

Saturday from 10am for ages 3 and 

up. Free of charge. 

 

Creative Colouring for Grown-Ups: 

Every Monday, 2pm. Free of charge.  

Calm the mind, bring out your creative 

side and share the fun: all in the 
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comfort of the Coffee Shop area. 

Materials provided or bring your own. 

 

Discover Board Games: Saturday 2,16 

and 30 January, 10am –1pm for ages 

3 and up. Free of charge.  

 

Board Games for Grown-Ups: Saturday 

9 January, 2pm – 4pm for ages 14 

and up. Free of charge. Develop your 

skills of cooperation and strategy in 

this friendly group. Meet in the Coffee 

Shop area. Some games provided or 

bring your own. 

 

Crime Fict ion Reading Group:  

Saturday 16 January, 2pm, free of 

charge. Meet others who share your 

enjoyment of this genre. 

 

Family History Drop-in Surgery: 3rd 

Tuesday of the month, 19 January, 

10am-12pm, free of charge. Have you 

come to a brick walk in your family 

history research? These monthly drop-

ins, with Hampshire Genealogical 

Society, will help you make progress 

with your project and try to solve any 

genealogical dilemmas. Simply arrive 

with your questions and any relevant 

paperwork. These sessions are 

suitable for both beginners and 

experienced researchers. There will be 

free access to websites Ancestry and 

Find My Past. 

 

Get to Know Your iPads: Saturday 23 

January, 1pm – 4pm and Saturday 6 

February, 10am – 1pm. £20 for a 2-

week course. Find your way around an 

iPad and learn how to get the most out 

of its applications. Suitable for 

beginners. iPads available to use, or 

bring your own. 

 

Phil Jarvis 

 

Befrienders Needed 
 

We are looking for Volunteers in your 

Community.  Could you be a 

‘Befriender’? 

 

What will I be doing? 

As a Volunteer Befriender your role will 

be to provide social companionship to 

patients who have a chronic or life 

limiting illness and who are isolated or 

lonely. Visiting patients in their own 

homes,  you will help them to feel 

more supported and help to improve 

their emotional well -being and 

confidence.  

 

How much time do I need to commit? 

Just 2 hours a week, or less, can make 

a real difference to a patient living in 

your local community. 

 

What support will I be given? 

All relevant training will be given, as 

well as regular and on-going support 

and supervision. 

 

Interested?  

For further information please 

contact Caroline Nash or Sue 

Horton, Befriending Coordinators, 

o n  0 1 2 6 4  8 3 5 2 9 3 .  E m a i l : 

Caroline.Nash@hhft.nhs.uk or  

Susan.Horton@hhft.nhs.uk. 

 

Interested volunteers will be invited to 

an informal interview and the role is 

subject to references, simple health 

checks and DBS clearance.  

 

Caroline Nash 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Befriending Service 
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Dogwalking Problems 
 

To the irresponsible and unhelpful 

man walking his dog at the bottom of 

Long Acre Rise on 24th November: 

 

When out walking your dog it is your 

responsibility to make sure your dog is 

under your control.  Your actions were 

incredibly irresponsible that morning, 

you let your dog out of your sight so 

you could not see the distress he/she 

was causing my dog and then failed to 

recall him/her when I asked you to. I 

repeatedly and politely asked you to 

call your dog back but instead of doing 

so and getting your dog under control 

you first denied it was your dog then 

asked what the problem was.  In the 

meantime, my dog was getting more 

and more distressed and upset as he 

has a fear of other dogs, whilst your 

dog continued to bounce around him.   

 

When I explained my dog was terrified 

you still did not call your dog back but 

instead, rather unhelpfully, told me I 

should walk my dog when other dogs 

are not around. Then you told me I 

should not walk him until he is trained.  

My dog has just as much right to walk 

around Chineham any time of day or 

night as your dog does and he 

deserves to feel safe. My dog is 

trained and has had countless hours 

of behaviourist help to get him over his 

fear but unfortunately an unprovoked 

attack as a puppy has proved too 

much for him to get over. Your dog 

bouncing over to him whilst you 

completely ignored my requests to call 

it back has undone months and 

months of hard work – thanks a lot for 

that! 

 

My dog was on his lead and your dog 

was running free whilst  also out of 

your line of sight. My dog is on a lead 

for a reason, to keep him safe. If you 

want to let your dog run free I have no 

problem with that until he starts 

upsetting my dog and you do not 

respond.  

 

It is my choice to keep him on his lead 

and if he needs a bit of space then 

other dog owners should respect that 

as much as I would if someone asked 

me to give their dog some space or a 

wide berth. Luckily for you my dog was 

terrified and all he wanted to do was 

run home. I worry for the day you let 

your dog do that to someone else's 

dog, which could respond in an 

aggressive manner or you meet a dog 

that is unwell or has stitches and your 

dog upsets their recovery. I have had 

dogs for over twenty years and in all 

that time I have never encountered 

s u c h  a n  i n c o n s i d e r a t e  a n d 

unsympathetic reaction to a dog in 

distress. 

 

Gareth Row 

 

Stolen Bike Found? 
 

Recently a bicycle has been found 

close to a house in Renown Way. It is 

pink in colour, and the finder is 

concerned that it may have been 

either lost, or stolen and then 

abandoned. If you think it may be 

yours, please contact Michaela on 

07925 822292.  

 

 

Did you know? It takes approximately 

12 hours for food to entirely digest.  
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