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June 2019 

Finally we have had some odds and ends of nice weather! It didn’t last, but could be 

the harbinger of another hot (perhaps even sweltering) summer. In the past we have 

mentioned some aspects of safety in soaring temperatures such as keeping animals 

cool. Another popular summer feature is of course the barbeque. Who doesn’t love a 

freshly incinerated burger? Some folks own a full scale gas or charcoal barbecue and 

use it all year round (including in the snow!), but others just fire up a disposable one 

with the benefit of portability.  
 

As ever though, there can be problems. Using barbecues inappropriately can lead 

to fire and safety hazards—just recently for example, damage was caused, 

probably by a disposable barbecue, to a bench in the Crabtree Plantation. It is 

important that anyone using one takes care when barbecuing, including 

maintaining equipment, following appropriate safety procedures such as having 

water to hand and supervising the blaze, and using them only in appropriate 

areas. Disposable units need to cool down before being binned. Let’s have a safe 

summer with no uncontrolled fires—and hopefully no food poisoning either! 
  

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Club 

We have finished the annual 

membership renewal process and 

members who have not paid their 

annual subscription will find that their 

cards are no longer valid behind the 

bar. If they wish to continue to use the 

club, they will need to apply to join 

again. 
 

Our Annual General Meeting will be 

held on Wed 27th June, commencing 

at 7.30pm. This is open to all 

members. 
 

Entertainment events for June: 

Sat 1: 7.30pm, Champions League final 

Mon 3: 8.00pm, bingo in the lounge bar 
 

Finally, we have a day out at Sandown 

races for our members on Thu 25th 

July. Tickets are £5, this includes 

coach travel and admission to the 

racecourse. They can be purchased at 

the bar. 
 

John Prince 
 

Chineham Village Hall 

Goalposts: The temporary fencing 

surrounding the goalposts, in place to 

protect the newly infilled and grass 

seeded areas, has now been removed. 

Unfortunately, as some people continued 

to play football in this area of the field, 

the grass has not had the chance to grow 

as well as it might have if the area had 

been avoided as we requested in a 

previous Chat and on the Chineham 

Community Forum. 
 

Car Park: Signs have been erected in the 

disabled and reserved parking spaces in 

the car park, as drivers were parking in 

these bays without any entitlement to do 

so. If you use the disabled bays please 

ensure you display your blue badge. We 

are aware that someone has already 

driven into one of the disabled bay signs 

and are currently checking CCTV to 

identify the vehicle responsible. The 

reserved parking space should not be 

used by anyone visiting the halls, 

playground area or club. 
 

Hopefully, June will give us some warmer 

weather and more children will be using 

the playground. To keep children safe 

and to discourage vermin, if you are using 

the playground, field and patio, please 

ensure that all rubbish is placed in the 

bins provided and that you return all 

glasses and bottles from the Village Club 

back to the Club bar.  
 

Following half term, our regular children’s 

activities in the halls will return to the 

halls. The timetable for these, together 

with all other activities, is shown on 

www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk. 
 

If you are looking for a venue to hold a 

regular class or meeting, or wish to book 

a party, please contact our booking line 

on 07935 328172, send an email to 

chinehamvillagehall@gmail.com or 

complete an enquiry form/check on 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  a t 

www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk. Please 

note: Our booking clerk is not available 

during the day but will return your call if 

you leave a message. Missed calls with 

no message are not followed up. 
 

Lynne Hughes 
 

Chineham Library 
Our annual Summer Reading Challenge 

starts on 13th July and runs until 14th 

September. This year it is called ‘Space 

Chase’, so do encourage your 4 – 11 

year olds to sign up for it and collect their 

rewards for reading six books over the 

summer. Also, we need help to run the 
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scheme, so would be delighted to hear 

from anyone aged over 14 who could 

offer a couple of hours a week. 

Application forms are available online or 

in the library. Training is provided, and 

you would have the opportunity to work 

with our friendly team.  
 

On 4th July we are holding another of our 

popular evening events, this time called 

‘Murder by Gaslight’ This will involve a 

dramatic presentation based around 

infamous poisoners William Palmer and 

Harvey Crippen, by the ‘Don’t Go Into the 

Cellar’ theatre group. Audience 

participation is involved so it should be an 

enjoyable if scary evening! Tickets costing 

£12.50 are available from the library or 

online.  
 

Our regular groups will be meeting as 

usual, with the Crime Reading group on 

22nd June and the Chineham Fiction 

group on 29th, both from 10.30 – 

11.30am. The Writing Group meets on 

13th from 5.30-7pm, and the new Cuppa 

and Chat over 50s drop-in group on 12th 

and 26th from 10.30am. Cuppa and 

Chat offers the opportunity to meet new 

people over a drink and biscuit in the 

Acorn Room. Age Concern continue to 

provide computer one-on-one tuition for 

the over 50s on Wednesday mornings. 

Places can be booked through the office 

on: 01256 423874. There is good 

availability of places at present. 
 

Activities for children also continue as 

usual, with Rhymetimes on Tuesdays for 

under ones at 10am and 11am for over 

ones. Storytimes will take place 

Saturdays at 11am excluding the 1st 

June and 6th July when there will be craft 

sessions from 10am. Construction Club 

takes place Saturdays from 2-3.30pm. 

Chatterbooks for junior-aged children 

meets on the 18th from 3.45-4.45pm. 

The Stay and Play group for preschool 

children and parents meets on 5th and 

19th from 10-11am. We hope to see you 

in the library soon. 

 

Cathy Foster 

 

Chineham WI 
Three members were delighted to attend 

the annual Chineham Parish Council 

Assembly at the end of April. We learnt 

about the projects undertaken by the 

Parish Council in the last financial year 

and some of those planned for the future. 

We were also enlightened by a talk about 

the work and funding of St Michael's 

Hospice by a hospice representative. We 

all agreed we had learnt something new 

about both the running of the Parish 

Council and about the hospice during the 

evening. 
 

Our next meeting is on Monday 24th 

June and includes a talk, "The Sewing 

Room" by Heather Wylde and in July our 

speaker will be Jill Bentall discussing 

"Food Fads and Square Meals". We also 

have our regular monthly Scrabble 

evening, garden club and lunch club 

which members can choose to join. 
 

Chineham WI offers an ideal opportunity 

for local ladies to make new friends. 

Perhaps you have recently moved to the 

area having bought your first home, or 

you've recently retired. Whatever your 

situation, the WI has something to 

inspire you! We are a lively group who 

meet on the fourth Monday of the 

month in the Shaftesbury Room at 

Christ Church, Reading Road, Chineham 

RG24 8LT at 7.30 pm. You are very 

welcome to join us. 

 

Pam Malcolm 

Treasurer, Chineham WI 
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Nature Notes 

I love the trees when their early greenery 

appears. I have been watching the trees 

at the bottom of my road because there 

are both ash and oak, so I can try out 

the old rhyme that the country folk used: 

“If the oak before the ash, there will only 

be a splash, but if the ash before the 

oak, there will be a good long soak”. The 

oaks are well in advance of the ash (and 

that was how it was last year). Some 

people might consider that it is not a 

very accurate method, but we shall see. 

Trees that have also been flowering well 

this year are the hawthorns. Nowadays, 

it is thought that when there are many 

berries in the autumn it will be an 

indication of a hard winter to come. 

Instead, it depended on the blossom 

produced in the spring. 
 

The dandelions were in full flower before 

the grass cutters attacked them. I think 

the seeds from last year blew over to my 

front garden. Despite not having much 

soil, it is covered in them, along with sow 

thistles and Welsh poppies. The gravel is 

concealed by self-seeded Herb-Robert, 

dove’s foot cranesbill and shining 

cranesbill (all members of the geranium 

family) which came from the back 

garden. In addition to the cranesbills at 

the back, the red campions have also 

taken over. As long as I keep dead-

heading everything, the bees, wasps, 

butterflies and insects will be happy until 

the other flowers are ready. 
 

Several hedgehogs are busy every night 

eating food from saucers at the front 

and back doors. They also drink from 

fresh water in shallow dishes. If you see 

a hedgehog in the daytime, it may be in 

trouble so put down water. If that is not 

the answer, phone a Rescue Centre or a 

vet. 
 

During the day, the bird feeders are in 

use frequently with blue tits, great tits, 

house sparrows, dunnocks and even a 

robin seen clinging to the suet pellet 

holder or the seed holder (suet seems to 

be the favourite). The ground feeder is 

used by blackbirds, pigeons and a pair 

of collared doves. On several occasions 

a squirrel fed from the hanging feeders 

but I discouraged it because it kept 

knocking the feeders to the ground. 

There are plenty of hazel nuts next door 

that it can eat.  
 

Chris, from down the road, told me she 

had spotted a bat flying over her garden 

at dusk on Easter Sunday. I saw a 

brimstone butterfly last week and today I 

saw a female orange tip butterfly (I had 

to look it up!). I encountered my first 

queen wasp of the year at the weekend 

trying to make a nest in the utility room. 

After a number of attempts to remove 

her, I finally managed it, only to open the 

door several hours later to discover her 

zooming past me and returning to the 

same place. Again we battled, but I won 

and this time, I locked the door until 

morning. Thankfully she has found 

another site. 

 

Ginny Wright 

ginny.wright24@gmail.com, 479562  

 

St. Michael’s Hospice 

Accumulator Challenge 

St. Michael’s Hospice are inviting local 

organisations to put their money-

making skills to the test with their first 

ever Accumulator Challenge. Each 

participating team will be given a £50 

loan and three months to find 

interesting and innovative ways of 

accumulating their pounds to make as 

much profit as possible, all of which 
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will be donated back to St. Michael’s 

Hospice.  
 

The three-month challenge kicks off 

with a launch night on 2nd September 

where teams will collect their £50 

cash loan, as well as receiving lots of 

fundraising ideas to help generate 

their money. They will also be taken on 

a tour of the Hospice to learn how 

their money will make a difference to 

local people suffering from a life-

limiting illness. The challenge will 

culminate with an awards evening in 

December, where the top teams will 

be awarded for their fundraising 

efforts.  
 

Laura Holmes, Events Manager at St. 

Michael’s Hospice said, “We are very 

excited to launch our brand-new 

challenge for 2019! This is the perfect 

team building activity for companies, 

groups and societies, schools, 

colleges, family and friends who’d like 

to do something fun to raise vital 

funds to support our Hospice. We can’t 

wait to meet the teams at our launch 

event and see all the innovative ways 

they choose to raise money for our 

Hospice. We’re expecting competition 

to be fierce amongst our local 

supporters so don’t miss out, sign up 

today!” 
 

To register for St. Michael’s Hospice 

Accumulator Challenge, please visit: 

www.s tmichaelshospice.org .uk/

events. To discuss taking part in the 

Accumulator Challenge or if you have 

any queries, please get in touch with 

Laura Holmes by telephone: 01256 

8 4 8 8 4 6 ,  o r  b y  e m a i l  o n : 

events@stmichaelshospice.org.uk. 

 

Jill Livermore 

 

Good Companions over 55s group: 

Four Lanes Community Centre, 3rd 

Tuesday of every month. 
 

Happy Hands and Dancing Feet: for 

mums, dads, babies and pre-school 

children. Wednesdays: 9.30—11.00am 

on-going. £12.00 for 6 weeks or £2.50 

per week on a drop-in basis. Please 

contact us to register your interest. 
 

Sama Karate: In the Junior Hall, 

Wednesdays 5.15-6.15pm. For more 

information contact the Regional 

Administrator on 07759 615876. 
 

Pegasus Karate Club: Traditional 

Wado Ryu Karate for beginners and 

advanced students. Wednesdays 7—

9.00pm at Four Lanes Junior School. 

Contact: 07733 410370. 
 

Zumba: Mondays: 7.30—8.30pm, 

Tuesdays: 7.00—8.00pm. £5.25 

Mondays and £6.00 Tuesdays, pay as 

you go. Contact: Lisa 07884 267722. 
 

Clubbercise: Tuesdays 8.00pm—

8.45pm. Classes to be booked in 

advance on https://bookwhen.com/

c l u b b e r c i s e w i t h a i m e e  o r 

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

clubbercisewithaimee. 
 

Summit Judo: Fridays 3.40-4.40pm. 

Contact Paul Hamilton, email 

info@summitjudo.co.uk or call 07917 

005862. 
 

Linguatastic: Languages include: 

French and Spanish before school 

clubs, Italian, Spanish and French for 

adults, French for Secondary School 

pupils. For further information please 

email info@linguatastic.com or phone 

471474. 

 

Virginia Wyatt  
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Basingstoke Disability 

ConneXions 
Basingstoke Disability ConneXions is a 

friendly get-together for anyone 

affected by disability, offering free 

refreshments. Dates for June/July are: 

4th June–Church Cottage 12.30-

2.30pm, 19th June–The Orchard 

coffee shop 10am-12pm, 2nd July-

Church Cottage 12.30-2.30pm, 17th 

July-The Orchard coffee shop 10am-

12pm. 
 

We are offering a 6 week Time For You 

course (Mondays only, 10am-12pm, 

starting 3rd June).  This will be led by a 

life coach and methods including 

mindfulness, meditation, creativity  

and tapping will be incorporated to 

help us take control of our emotions 

and stress. To book or for more 

information contact Amanda at 

info@bddf.org.uk. On Fri 13th 

September, we will be hosting our 

regular Disability Information Day in 

The Malls, Castle Square between 

9am-4pm, come along to obtain 

information, support and advice from 

local professional charities. 

 

Amanda Knowles 

 

Basingstoke & District  

Disability Forum 

I’m pleased to report that after a 

challenging 6 months Basingstoke & 

District Disability Forum (BDDF) are 

still operating and are embarking on 

lots of exciting projects for local 

people who are affected by disability. 

 

Upcoming events: 

We are very busy organising lots of 

events and services, I have the 

following to share with you: 

· Disability ConneXions Talk meetings 

will be again taking place on the 1st 

Tuesday of each month from 12.30-

2.30pm at Church Cottage (behind St 

Michaels’ Church). These are informal 

coffee afternoons for people to drop in 

and make new friends, enjoy a free 

cuppa and learn about what services 

are available to them in Basingstoke. 

· Coffee & chat will be running on 3rd 

Wednesday of the month at The 

Orchard 10am-12noon, all welcome 

please pop in and join us. 

· Free learning courses from anxiety 

management to IT are being offered 

throughout the year, get in touch for 

more information. 

· Time For You, mental well-being 

workshop starting 3 June, weekly 

Monday morning sessions with option 

of a one to one session with the 

practitioner. 

· Members’ Event in October, if you 

would like to become a free member 

of  BDDF please contact  me 

info@bddf.org.uk 

· Public disability information and 

awareness day in Basingstoke town 

centre in August – look out for more 

info. 

 

Reaching out:  

Would you like to meet people in your 

own community? Have a regular date 

in your diary to meet up and enjoy 

coffee and a chat? If you can spare a 

couple of hours to organise and run a 

regular coffee morning, afternoon or 

even evening in your local community, 

I’d love to hear from you.  

  

Amanda Knowles,  

ConneXions Coordinator 
 



 

 

Rotary Club Youth Initiatives 

We hear a lot today about the negative side 

of youths. Across the country Rotary Clubs 

are helping develop youth talents through a 

number of initiatives. In Basingstoke we 

have just had the Young Technologist 

competition. This annual event attracted 21 

teams on Thu 14th March. It was 

encouraging to see the teams working so 

well to design and produce a vehicle which 

would run uphill. Two of the winning teams 

were from Forthill School, the third QMC. 
 

Another initiative is the annual Rotary Young 

Musician Competition. It culminates in the 

awarding of the Rotary Young Musician 

titles to one vocalist and one instrumentalist 

but more importantly it offers many 

youngsters across Great Britain and Ireland 

the opportunity to develop their musical 

talent and their personal confidence. It all 

starts with local competitions organised by 

individual Rotary Clubs. Basingstoke Rotary 

utilised QMC last November. These initial 

events provide young musicians under 18 

with the opportunity to display their talents 

and for most this is their first experience of 

performing in front of an audience. In 2017 

750-800 Rotary Clubs participated giving 

some 8000 young musicians this 

experience.  
 

Other initiatives include Young Chef where 

entrants plan and cook a three course 

meal, develop their food presentation skills 

and gain experience in high pressure 

situations and Young Photographer among 

others. You can learn more about these 

initiatives or become a ‘friend of Rotary’ and 

help our community. We are organising a 

Family Festival at the Basingstoke Cricket 

Club in the centre of town, RG21 3DR, on 

Sat 22/Sun 23 June. Free entry, 

entertainments and food. Come along, 

support local charities and find out more. 
 

Alan Poole 

Beavers: Helpers Needed 

Urgently seeking adult helpers for 1st 

Chineham Scout Group - Beavers. The 

1st Chineham Scout Group Beavers 

Section is urgently seeking adult 

helpers to join the existing friendly 

team. We’re looking for enthusiastic 

people who’d like to work with 6/7 

year old girls and boys, and who can 

spare a couple of hours most weeks.   
 

We have two separate Beaver groups 

– both meet between 5.30 and 

6.45pm, one is on Monday and the 

other is on Wednesday (term-time 

only). All training will be provided, no 

prior experience is necessary, and any 

adult is welcome. If this sounds like 

you then please contact Mark Evans 

on 07774 491252 to talk about the 

opportunity. Thank you.  

 

John Handford   

 

Litter Pick Thank You 

From the Chineham Community 

Noticeboard Admin Team: we would 

like to thank everyone who attended 

the annual ‘Great Chineham Clean 

Up’, organised via the Chineham 

Community Noticeboard Facebook 

page. We were delighted to see so 

many of you, and the enormous pile of 

full rubbish bags that we were left with 

was a testament to the hard work of 

all involved.  
 

Thank you, also, to the wonderful 1st 

Chineham Scouts for allowing us to 

use the scout hut as our base camp, 

and for supplying the volunteers with 

well-earned refreshments. Check our 

Facebook page for details of the next 

litter pick, and other events. 

 

Mark Butler 
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Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 

The group’s meeting on Wednesday 1 

May opened with a plant sale which 

included 40 pots of bedding plants 

kindly donated by Wyevale at Dummer. 

This raised £68 which will go towards 

group funds. In welcoming everyone 

the chairman, David Cowling, thanked 

all those who had both contributed 

and bought plants at the sale.  
 

The speaker this month was Dr Becky 

Peacock from the Mid-Hants Railway 

which is known as the Watercress 

Line. She gave a history of the line 

which was formed in 1861 when the 

Alton, Alresford and Winchester 

Railway Company was authorised to 

build a new railway to connect to the 

existing lines at Alton and Winchester. 

It was opened on 2 October 1865 as 

the Mid-Hants Railway with trains 

being operated by the London & South 

Western Railway which eventually 

purchased the line in 1884 after it 

went bankrupt.  It was mainly a freight 

line and obtained the nickname “The 

Watercress Line” as this was a large 

part of its business from the Alresford 

area. The line was closed by British 

Rail in 1973 and bought in 1975 to 

reopen as a heritage line in 1977 

running a 10 minute journey from 

Ropley to Alresford. It now runs the 10 

miles from Alresford to Alton and has 

many special events and themed days 

throughout the year. 
 

Bookings are now being taken for the 

trips to - 

Tea on the Watercress Line: Thu 13 June 

Bosham Arts & Craft Centre: Wed 10 July 

Isle of Wight in Cowes Week: Thu 18 

August 
 

The next meeting is on 5 June which is 

our open meeting with refreshments 

and the speaker is Deborah A. Brady 

on “My Life as a Journalist”. The group 

meets on the first Wednesday of each 

month at Brookvale Village Hall from 

10am to 12noon and all retired Civil 

Servants, their relatives and friends 

are welcome. Further details about the 

group and information about our trips 

can be obtained by contacting 

csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com. 
 

David Cowling 

 

Probus Club 

The annual Spring Ladies’ lunch was 

the latest formal gathering of the 

Probus Club of Basingstoke, the social 

club for retired professional and 

business managers. Organised once 

again by Alan and Liliane May they 

came up with the goods when they 

arranged this occasion for members 

and their spouses. Held at the Test 

Valley Golf Club, by working closely 

with the chef they ensured that all 

forty one attendees received their pre-

ordered food (there were four 

selections available from three 

courses) and they produced all the 

printed menus and table name cards 

as well as the information sheets after 

they devised two separate quizzes. If 

that wasn’t enough they also ran the 

raffle. 
 

Alan has been the Honorary Treasurer 

of the Probus Club of Basingstoke for 

over a decade. In that time he and 

Liliane have become experts at 

successfully arranging not only this 

lunch but also the club’s Christmas 

dinner. While these are the two formal 

events to which wives/lady friends are 

invited there are many other social 
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occasions during the year when the 

distaff side of the family are involved. 
 

Guest of honour was Janet Fagg, the 

President of Basingstoke Ladies’ Probus 

Club. She was equally at home on this 

occasion as the wives of some members 

of the men’s club belong to the Ladies’ 

Probus Club. For more information about 

the Probus Club of Basingstoke see 

www,probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com 

or for an informal chat contact  Secretary, 

Paul Flint, on 07770 886521. For 

enquiries about Basingstoke Ladies’ 

Probus Club contact Janet Fagg on 

07986 133382. 

 

Paul Flint 

 

Lions Club  
This month we celebrated the Club’s 

52nd birthday at the Basingstoke Golf 

Club. It was attended by The Mayor of 

Basingstoke and Deane, Councillor 

Sean Keating who is a joy to have at 

any event - the epitome of warmth, wit 

and wisdom. We were particularly 

delighted to hear that the Children’s 

Hospice, Naomi House, is one of his 

favoured charities this year as Lions 

Clubs International and local Clubs 

contributed £150,000 when it was 

originally being set up. 
 

We spent a total of £1185 last month. 

The majority of this was spent on white 

goods and furniture to assist families 

in need and in one case to alleviate 

the effects of a ceiling collapse. We 

also made a contribution to the 

moving expenses of Spotlight 

Basingstoke, a charity which aims to 

improve the life experience and 

prospects of children.  
 

Annual expenditure £20, annual 

expenditure £19-19-6d = happiness. 

Annual expenditure £20, annual 

expenditure £20-0-6d = misery. Thus 

spoke Mr Micawber in David 

Copperfield. We, I regret to say, are 

miserable! Although our April Quiz 

raised £430 our subsequent event at 

QMC, ABBA Sensation, did not perform 

as well financially. This was no fault of 

the group who gave a superb 

rendering of all the originals’ hits and 

kept the dancefloor busy all the time. 

But, as Robert Burns once wrote “facts 

are chiels that winna ding” (facts are 

indisputable) – we did not do nearly as 

well as expected. So now we are 

relying on a group of true originals 

“The Moscow Drug Club” to redress 

the balance. The allure of the smoky 

voiced siren and her virtuoso group of 

musicians can set anyone’s blood 

racing. So come and get in the mood 

with some gypsy jazz at QMC on 20th 

July. Tickets are available from 

M a u r i c e  H o c k l e y ,  e m a i l : 

mauricehockley@hotmail.com or 

telephone: 01256 421867, Toucan 

Travel at Chineham or direct from our 

website www.basingstokelions.org.uk. 

This will also allow you to follow us on 

Facebook and Twitter. But don’t just 

follow us – JOIN US! 
 

Our programme for the rest of the year 

is currently:- 

21 Sep: Ali Mak Rhythm and Blues 

band at the Royal British Legion 

9 Nov: Quiz Night at the Millennium 

Hall (note changed date) 

16 Nov: Basingstoke’s very own 

Heritage Light Orchestra who are in 

the throes of putting together a special 

performance for us. More anon! 

 

Philip Wilson 
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
My term of office as Chairman of 

Hampshire County Council will soon be 

up and I will hand over the Chain of Office 

on 17 May. It has been an enormous 

pleasure and privilege to represent HCC 

as their Civic Head at numerous events 

and occasions. Whilst carrying out my 

duties I met many amazing people from 

all walks of life and this has been a huge 

eye-opener for me in seeing at first hand 

the great work carried out by volunteers 

from every sector. 
 

Two events come to mind especially; one 

the launch of the new Visitor Centre at 

Lepe Country Park and the second 

welcoming HRH the Countess of Wessex 

to the formal opening of the Royal 

Victoria Chapel at the country park of that 

name. Equally pleasurable was hosting a 

reception to honour HCC staff that have 

completed 25 years service to the people 

of Hampshire. 
 

Perhaps my greatest enjoyment came 

from smaller but local events. I was 

honoured to open the Old Basing Carnival 

and present awards. I attended Great 

Binfields Primary School’s celebration of 

their new classrooms and refurbishment 

and the Hampshire Music service Primary 

Prom concert at the Anvil. I also unveiled 

the commemorative bench in Chineham. 
 

What stood out most was the dedication 

and commitment of the people involved, 

many of whom are volunteers. I will 

treasure my memories of these events 

for a long time. 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Website: elainestill.com 

Borough Councillor  

Laura Edwards 

Thank you to everyone who voted for me. 

I am really pleased to be your new 

Borough councillor for Chineham and be 

working alongside Cllr Elaine Still and Cllr 

Paul Miller.  
 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough council 

continues to run its Clean Air Campaign. 

They have now secured new 'Euro6' 

vehicles to cut emissions from waste 

collection, grounds maintenance and 

street care. In regards to our cherished 

green open spaces they will encourage 

biodiversity and protect our natural 

environment. Chineham has lots of 

wonderful green spaces. I always enjoy 

walking through the Binfield Woodland 

Park to Chineham shopping centre. The 

waterways and copses around the estate 

are both beautiful and special.  
 

Work to improve and rehabilitate the 

ancient moat at Farm View Drive is 

progressing well. Following discussion 

between the Parish and Borough council 

the Borough has agreed to start to remove 

some of the small self-seeded trees. 

During the summer months the grass 

cutting in the area will also increase.  
 

National picnic week takes place in the 

last week of June (21-30). This is a great 

time to grab your blankets and baskets 

and have a lovely picnic in Chineham or 

the wider borough. Weather dependent 

of course! 
 

Laura Edwards 

Tel: 07999 120252 

Cllr.laura.edwards@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Facebook: Chineham and Sherfield Park 

Councillor 
 

Editor’s note: due to space constraints, 
Cllr Paul Miller’s letter is available online 
at www.chinehamchat.com. 



 

 

Four Lanes Infant School 

Recently Year 2 had a Queen Elizabeth II 

Museum. We have been very busy making 

things. We made posters all about the 

Queen with key facts such as her role and 

things she does. We found out that she 

has her own helicopter and she is allowed 

to drive without a driving licence. She 

bought a house when she was 6 years old 

and she has a special red box that she has 

all her really important letters in. We 

designed a royal character and created a 

robe from felt for it. We cut out the outline 

and we used multiple coloured thread to 

sew it up and then we decorated using 

sequins and other felt. We also made 

printed pictures using a picture that we cut 

out and used as a template to print using 

cardboard, scrunched up paper, cotton 

reel and blocks to create prints of the 

Queen’s head, crown or corgi. We made a 

quiz to test our parents on their Queen 

knowledge. Some parents scored zero and 

others got them all right! In PE we have 

been learning a dance about the Great Fire 

of London, starting off with putting on PJs 

and curling up in bed! We then have to 

make our bodies bigger as the music gets 

louder in time with the music, moving our 

whole body. Over last week and this week 

we have been doing Secret Agent Training 

challenges: 2 reading challenges, 2 maths 

challenges, code breaking, building, fitness 

and time challenges. 
 

In Year 1 they have been learning about 

Florence Nightingale. They found a box in 

their class, there was a lamp, a white cap, 

a bandage and other things in it. Florence 

Nightingale was a nurse, she changed 

dirty, unhealthy hospitals in the past to 

make them clean and trained other nurses 

to make hospitals better. She was known 

as ‘the lady with the lamp’.  
 

Year R are investigating Super Heroes! 

They read the story of Supertato and 

have been making playdough Evil Pea 

and have been writing about Super 

Heroes and making their own stories. 

They have been making their own super 

hero mask. Next week they have got a 

super hero day when they will dress up. 

They have been thinking about if they 

were a super hero, what their super 

power would be. They have a super hero 

headquarters in their classrooms where 

they are given challenges to complete. 
 

Annabelle Ruth and Riley Journet-Robins 

 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Fete 
Roll up, roll up - join us in a wonderful 

family day out at the Sherfield-on-

Loddon Village Fete on the 8th June, 

between 12.30—5.00pm. Enjoy our 

Circus themed attractions: Juggling 

Jake’s circus skills, an aerial performer 

f rom Sp in  C i t y ,  Bas ingstoke 

gymnastics and stilt walkers. Live 

music, Hampshire Taiko Japanese 

Drummers, Quirk’s Animal Roadshow, 

alpacas, Triggers the Land Train, giant 

slide, children’s races, dog show, fire 

engine and classic cars. Eat and drink 

at The Real Ale Slapstick Saloon, Big 

Top BBQ, a variety of other food 

outlets and The Trapeze Tea Tent. 

Your chance to purchase plants, 

crafts, and gifts and to try your luck at 

some traditional games, a raffle and 

so much more. Maybe even come 

dressed the part in your best curly wig 

and big red nose! 
 

We hope to have fun and raise money 

for the Hearing Dogs for Deaf People, 

Solving Kids Cancer as well as the 

village. 
 

Louise de la Riviere 
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Minister’s Message 

What if I ask that girl out on a date? What if 

I don't? What if the diagnosis is bad? What 

if my ticket comes up and I win on the 

lottery? "What if...?" is an important 

question in life. What if we switch to a 

Corbyn-led government soon? What if the 

interest rate continues going up? What if 

some of our European workforce leave and 

we can't replace them? "What if..." scenario 

planning is a regular activity in business 

and finance. 
 

Whole genres of entertainment depend on 

"What if...?" Science fiction asks "What if" 

wormholes were real, or we could instantly 

communicate with any other race in the 

universe? "Counterfactual history" is the 

rather cumbersome name for some 

fascinating recent books and TV series 

exploring what the world would be like if 

(for example) the Allies hadn't won World 

War 2, and the Nazis were running the UK 

or the US. 
 

Some years ago Joan Osborne had a hit 

with a song called "What if God was one of 

us?" In it she sang "What if God was one of 

us / Just a slob like one of us / Just a 

stranger on the bus / Tryin' to make his 

way home?" Sounds rather a daring 

thought. But that's exactly what Christians 

understood happened back in Bethlehem 

all those years ago. Unlike the alternative 

histories I enjoy on the TV there is plenty of 

historical evidence that Jesus lived and 

taught, and was killed for claiming to be 

from God. If you like, "God was one of us", 

coming to live among us, so we could know 

him directly, face to face. Jesus taught us 

that God loves to hear our prayers -- which 

is simply us talking to God about our lives, 

and asking him to be with us. 
 

People have long investigated Jesus' 

claims, knowing that if they weren't true all 

they've done is waste some hours or days. 

However, if his claims are true, then we're 

foolish to ignore him, and we'll miss out on 

the most significant thing in life. 
 

"Try Praying" is an initiative of the churches 

across Basingstoke in June to give people 

an opportunity to...try praying. We'll have 

loads of free short booklets with a week's 

worth of thoughts and sample prayers for 

you to try. For example "God, if you are 

there - and I am not sure you are - but if you 

are, I want to know you. I don't want to fool 

myself; I really want to know you. So as I 

pray this week, please make yourself 

known to me." The booklets will be 

available from most friends or neighbours 

who are Christians, from the church 

buildings, and from the train station too. 

Many of us have asked that "What if God 

does exist?" question at some point, talked 

to God, and found that he answered. Why 

don't you do the same? You really have 

nothing to lose... 
 

Jonathan Clark,  

Lead Minister, Christ Church Chineham  

 

Christ Church Activities 

Sunday services: We welcome all at our 9 

and 10.30am services. The 9am service is 

smaller and more reflective, using 

traditional hymns. At 10.30am we have a 

music band and groups for children and 

young people from 0-16. Our next monthly 

All Age Worship service is on Sun 30 Jun. 

Our sermons are recorded and available 

at www.christchurchchineham.org.uk.  

Prayer: is there something you would like 

prayer for? Do let us know, contact 

details below. If you would like to come 

and pray at the Church you would be 

most welcome. Our Prayer Room is open 

whenever the building is open you are 

welcome to drop in to sit and pray in 

silence, or if you would like someone to 

pray with or for you we can arrange that. 
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We meet weekly to pray on alternate 

Sunday and Monday evenings; you would 

be most welcome to join us (please 

contact the office for details). We also 

have a regular Prayer Morning each 

Wednesday from 9.30-10am. 

Further information: if you'd like to know 

more about the life and activities of Christ 

Church please drop in to see Gill in the 

office: Mon: 8-4, Tue: 9-12, Wed: 9-12, 

Thu: 8-2.30, Fri: 8-4. Learn more or 

c o n t a c t  u s  t h r o u g h : 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk, email 

us: hello@christchurchchineham.org.uk, 

phone: 01256 474280, facebook/ 

instagram: christchurchchineham, twitter: 

@ccChineham. 

 

Weekly Groups: 

Sparklers: Tues and Thurs, 10am to 

11.30am in term-time. This group is for 

pre-school children and their parents/

grandparents/carers for free play, 

refreshments, games, stories from the 

Bible and songs. Each week there is a 

craft for the children to take home. We 

ask for £1 per child, as a contribution 

towards the cost of refreshments. All 

enquiries to Katy Lowe at the church 

office. 

Coffee & Co: Mon 9.30-11.30am, in term 

time. Enjoy mouth-watering home-made 

cakes, freshly brewed coffee, from our 

friendly team, plus lots of toys for babies 

and tots.  
 

This Month: 

Swap Shop of children’s goods: Mon 3 

Jun 9.30-11.30am. Bring a toy, book or 

clothing in good condition and take 

something new home! Donations are 

given to Sebastian’s Action Trust.  

Coffee, Chat and Craft Group: Tues 4 and 

18 Jun, 1-3pm. This group is intended for 

both church members and those in the 

community. The aim of the group is to 

provide an opportunity for people to come 

together to chat, have coffee or tea and 

cake and to do crafts, such as knitting 

and crochet, but if you just want to come 

for the coffee and chat you are more than 

welcome. For further information contact 

Martha c/o the Church Office. 

Messy Church: Mon 10 Jun 3.45-

5.30pm. This is a time of creativity, 

worship and food! We enjoy fun activities 

– this month our theme is centred round 

‘The Parable of the Prodigal Son’. As 

usual we will all share a meal together. 

Please advise any special dietary 

requirements so that we can cater for 

you. Carers must stay with their children. 

Free and everyone is welcome. 

123 Matinee Group: Tue 11 Jun 1-3pm. 

This social/support group is aimed at 

“older friends” although everyone is 

welcome; no charge. You will find a warm 

welcome, plenty of people to chat with and 

there will be refreshments and a range of 

activities. We may be able to arrange a lift - 

just let us know if this is needed. If you are 

interested in coming along and/or helping 

you would be most welcome. Our guests 

this month are “Tune4Life”, a group of  

Russian ladies who will entertain us with 

keyboard playing, singing and dancing – 

audience participation will be encouraged 

of course. 

Women’s Breakfast: Sat 15 Jun. 8.45am. 

Enjoy a relaxed continental breakfast and 

then listen to Corinne Brixton talk about 

her two Biblical fiction books “Altars of 

Stone” and “Through Martha’s Eyes”. No 

charge but booking is essential. 

Donations welcome.  Please book with 

the Church office or sign up in the 

Welcome Area. Everyone welcome! 

Daytime Holy Communion: Tue 25 Jun, 

11am. A small friendly group of 

worshippers meets monthly to receive 

Holy Communion – all are welcome.  
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Luncheon Club: Tue 25 Jun, 12 noon. The 

cost is £5, children £3.00. A tasty home 

cooked two course meal and good 

company! No need to book but if you 

have any special dietary requirements 

please let us know.  Also call us if you 

would like a lift as we may be able to 

arrange it. Contact Jan Markey on 01256 

356829 or Gill at the office. 

Charity collections: we continue to collect 

stamps (new and used), postcards, 

spectacles, tools, tins and packets of 

food, and tops from supermarket milk 

bottles for charity.  We also collect most 

items of men’s clothing and socks for the 

Camrose Centre for the homeless, and 

garden tools which we pass on to a 

charity helping developing countries. 

Room hire: rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or regular basis. 

Contact us for details or look on our 

website.  Prices start at £8.75 per hour 

(community rate) which includes use of 

the kitchen/snack bar where tea, coffee, 

sugar and squash are provided. 

 

Gill Godfrey 
 

Basingstoke Blues Club 

Basingstoke Blues Club, in association 

with the Basingstoke Railway Social Club 

Station Approach, Basingstoke RG21 

5NB presents The Cadillac Kings on 

Saturday 15th June. 
 

Red hot rhythm ‘n’ blues delivered by five 

of the UK's top roots musicians. Big on 

the blues, r&b, rock & roll & swing dance 

scenes and picking up awards worldwide 

since their formation in 2000, in the 

words of Lionel Ross, British Blues 

Magazine – “Do not miss these guys!” 

and Ian Ross, director of Darlington 

Music Festival, “This band with a well 

earned reputation for their unfailing 

ability to put on a great performance, with 

warmth and humour exuding from every 

pore. In short, they are an absolute 

delight”. 
 

All welcome - 8pm till late. £8 on the 

door. Licensed bar and low prices. Profits 

to Brain Tumour Research – charity no. 

1153487. For further details please 

contact: Rex on 01256 321837/mobile 

07979 422590. 
 

Christine Neild 
 

Victoria’s Promise Party 

Local charity, Victoria’s Promise, are 

holding a Party in the Park at Hartlett’s 

Park in Hook on Saturday 8th June. The 

event will run from 2.30-9.00pm with 

talented local bands playing music 

throughout across two stages. There will 

be entertainment in the park for children 

as well as a good choice of food from 

BBQ to paella and a bar. Visitors are 

welcome to bring their own rugs, tables 

and chairs so they can relax and fully 

enjoy the whole experience.  
 

Victoria’s Promise has been established 

for 5 years, filling the critical gaps in 

emotional, practical, physical and social 

support; the aim of the charity is to 

support and empower young women, and 

their families, suffering through the 

challenges of cancer treatment.  
 

VP is there from day one to ensure 

these young women can concentrate 

on their treatment and recovery at the 

same time as keeping as much stability 

and normality in the home. The support 

from communities through fundraising 

events such as Party in the Park allow 

Victoria’s Promise to continue to 

positively impact lives in the way that it 

does .  Fu l l  in fo  and t ickets : 

www.victorias-promise.org. 
 

Emily Preston 
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Chineham Parish Council 

AGM: The Annual General Meeting of 

Chineham Parish Council took place on 

Monday 13 May 2019 at the Village 

Hall. Cllr. David Thornton was elected 

as Chairman & Cllr. Paul Miller as Vice-

Chairman. The Committees were also 

agreed and these are listed below: 
 

Finance Committee: Cllrs. Andy Clarke, 

Les Fryer & Steve Oakley. 

Planning Committee: Cllrs. Marian 

Adams, Sue Fuller, Kirsty Giles, Paul 

Miller & David Thornton. 

Recreation Committee: Cllrs. Andy 

Clarke, Sue Fuller, Kirsty Giles & Ginny 

Wright. 
 

Representatives for a number of 

outside bodies were also agreed and 

these are listed below: 
 

Basingstoke District Association of 

Parish & Town Councils: Cllr. Les Fryer. 

Transport Forum: Cllr. Steve Oakley. 

Chineham Village Hall Management 

Committee: Cllr. Les Fryer. 

Incinerator Liaison Panel: Cllr. Ginny 

Wright. 

Sewage Treatment Works Liaison 

Panel: Cllr. Steve Oakley. 

Local Police Liaison: Cllrs. Sue Fuller & 

Ginny Wright. 

Chineham Allotment Team: Cllr. Sue 

Fuller. 

Country Watch: Cllr. David Thornton. 
 

You can contact any of the Councillors 

via the Clerk or Assistant Clerk. 

 

Annual Parish Assembly: The Parish 

Council would like to thank Ms Daisy 

Mitchell from St. Michael’s Hospice 

who attended the Parish Assembly and 

gave a very informative and moving 

presentation. 
 

Tollhouse Meadow: At the time of 

writing, work has begun to replace the 

old concrete footbridge over Petty's 

Brook in Tollhouse Meadow close to the 

skate park. The new bridge is similar in 

style to the other wooden bridges 

around Chineham. As well as being 

safer, the new bridge will allow the 

brook to run more freely. The project 

was expected to be completed by 24th 

May. 
 

Four Lanes School Summer Fete: 

Parish Councillors will be attending this 

event on Saturday 22 June 2019. 

Please come and see us at our stand to 

find out what we have done for the 

community in the last few years and 

what we have planned. We would love 

to hear your ideas and suggestions. 
 

Overgrown vegetation: This is a plea as 

we move into the summer months to 

keep an eye on your boundary hedges 

and borders. Please keep them cut 

back and don’t allow them to encroach 

on public footpaths. 
 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 10 June. The 

meeting starts at 7.45pm and will take 

place in the Community Rooms at the 

Chineham Village Hall. 
 

The Parish Council is here to help the 

residents of Chineham, so if there is a 

Chineham issue you are concerned 

about, please feel free to contact the 

Clerk, Sally Jackson on 01256 474500 

or email clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 

Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 

0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk during 

office hours only please. The Parish 

Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Sally Jackson 
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NGS 

By the time this magazine goes out the 

spring bulbs will be pretty much over 

and the Bluebells will have come and 

gone. But now we’ve got June to look 

forward to. June and July are the 

busiest month for our fantastic garden 

owners, who so generously open their 

garden gates to the general public. 

Here are just a few gardens open in 

June within 10 miles of Chineham. 
 

Broadhatch House, Bentley, GU10 5JJ 

(Opening after a 12 year break from 

NGS.) A 3.5 acre garden set in lovely 

Hampshire countryside with views to 

Alice Holt. Divided into different areas 

by yew hedges and walled garden. 

Focussing on as long a season as 

possible on heavy clay. Two reflective 

pools help break up lawn areas; lots of 

flower beds. Working greenhouses and 

vegetable garden. 

Open: Sunday 9th June, 2-6pm. (Also 

by arrangement May to July): 

Admission: £5.00, children free:  

Refreshments: homemade teas. 

www.ngs .o rg .uk / f ind -a -ga rden/

garden/6471  
 

Dipley Mill, Hook, RG27 8JP 

A romantic adventure awaits as you 

wander by the meandering streams 

surrounding this Domesday Book 

listed mill! Explore many magical 

areas, such as the rust garden, the pill 

box grotto and the ornamental 

courtyard, or just escape into wild 

meadows. 

Open: Sunday 2nd & 16th June, 2-

5.30pm. Admission: £6.00, children 

free. Refreshments: cream teas. 

www.ngs .o rg .uk / f ind -a -ga rden/

garden/19443  
 

Old Thatch and Millennium Barn, 

Winchfield, RG27 8DD 

Who could resist visiting Old Thatch, a 

chocolate box thatched cottage, 

featured on f i lm and TV,  a 

smallholding with a 5 acre garden and 

woodland alongside the Basingstoke 

Canal (unfenced).  A profusion of wild 

flowers, perennials and homegrown 

annuals pollinated by our own bees 

and fertilised by the donkeys, who 

await your visit. Over 30 named 

c lemat is  and rose cu l t ivars . 

Sometimes foals in summer. Boating 

shuttle often available from Barley 

Mow every 45 mins. 

Open: Sunday 16th June, 2-6pm. 

Admission: £4.00, children free. 

Refreshments: homemade teas. 

www.ngs .o rg .uk/ f ind -a -ga rden/

garden/20927 

 

To view all our open gardens visit 

www.ngs.org.uk. 
 

Pat Beagley 

 

Evening of Music 

On 13 July Basing Singers and Ooh 

Mama are getting together again for a 

special evening of music in All Saints 

Church, Basingstoke. The two choirs, 

accompanied by The Heritage Light 

Orchestra, will be performing a concert 

to raise money for the Ark Cancer 

charity. The programme will include 

John Rutter’s Requiem; Karl Jenkins’ 

“Adiemus”; “Zadok The Priest” by 

Handel; and other musical gems. It 

promises to be an evening of stunning 

music in a glorious setting and is for a 

very worthy local cause. Don’t miss it. 

The concert starts at 7.30pm and 

tickets are £10 on the door or from 

Mike on 01256 471493.  
 

Suzanne Wilson 
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Old Basing Tennis Club 
We’re heading towards the longest day 

and enjoying playing at Club Nights on 

Tuesday and Friday evenings from 

6.00pm. New members are welcome, 

so please do get in touch with us! 

JB Tennis Academy are offering junior 

and adult coaching. If you are 

interested please contact Jamie and 

B e n  b y  e m a i l  o n 

jbtennisacademy1@gmail.com. Teams 

are playing in the Basingstoke and 

District League and members are 

playing in our Summer Tournament 

which finishes at the beginning of 

September with Finals’ Day being held 

on Saturday 7th September.  
 

Another date for your diary is our 

Annual Quiz, which will be held on 

Saturday 16th November - more 

details wil l  be coming later. 

For more information please email Jan, 

o u r  S e c r e t a r y ,  o n : 

OBTC.Information@gmail.com, find us 

on Facebook at @oldbasingtennisclub 

o r  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 

w w w . c l u b s p a r k . l t a . o r g . u k /

OldBasingTennisClub.  

 

Lynne Thomas  

(Chair) 

 

Telephone Fraud 
If you have a caller display facility on 

your landline and you see what looks 

like an incoming UK mobile or landline 

number, please don’t take it for 

granted that it actually is. Fraudsters 

can ‘spoof’ number so that people 

receiving the call think they are dealing 

with someone genuine.  
 

When this happens with a call made to 

your mobile phone it can even show 

the name as ‘Bank’ if that is how you 

have it stored in your mobile, leading 

you to think it’s a genuine call from 

your bank, when it isn’t. Do not 

confirm anything and do not start any 

process. This trick is often used when 

fraudsters will have successfully 

hacked a person’s email or other 

account, so they can speak with 

authority about financial transactions 

you have made recently, leading you to 

think you are speaking with someone 

genuine.  
 

The Telephone Preference Service 

cannot protect you from these types of 

calls, as they are there to ensure 

genuine companies do not make 

contact if you have registered to opt 

out of receiving unsolicited calls. The 

advice is simple, never enter into any 

business with someone who you 

cannot 100% verify. Call your bank 

using a number you have sourced 

yourself, or better still, visit your bank 

in person.  
 

Remember: 
 

· Banks will never call you to get you to 

transfer money or ask for your PIN. 

· Police will never call you to assist in 

an investigation regarding money, 

jewellery or debit/credit cards. 

· HMRC will never call you to tell you 

they have an arrest warrant for you 

because you have an outstanding tax 

bill. 
 

Visit Action Fraud for more advice and 

to sign up for alerts on the latest 

scams. 

 

Hampshire Constabulary  

Crime Prevention Advisor 



 

 

Volunteer at Citizens Advice 
Have your circumstances changed 

recently (children started school? 

Recently retired? Student requiring 

work experience?). If you would like to 

fill your time with something 

stimulating and interesting then why 

not consider volunteering at Citizens 

Advice? Many people don’t realise that 

Citizens Advice is a charity giving 

information and advice on a variety of 

subjects. Furthermore it is dependant 

on volunteers like us!  
 

I decided to go for it because I wanted 

something that was not only flexible 

around the school run but also would 

give me the school holidays to spend 

with the children. Being able to choose 

my own hours was one of the major 

draws of this charity. I also hadn’t 

been in the workplace for a number of 

years, so didn’t feel I had the 

confidence for a ‘proper job’. 

Volunteering for a couple of half days 

per week has increased my knowledge 

and re-built my confidence. I also 

wanted to do something to help in the 

local community, but I know I’m not a 

committee person. For me, Citizens 

Advice offered a role that was much 

more ‘hands on’. Every day you find 

yourself face to face with clients with 

real issues who need us. By helping 

them solve their problems, a volunteer 

can experience real satisfaction with 

the knowledge you have actually made 

a difference to a client's life. Don’t 

worry if you feel you need to be very 

intelligent or know lots of stuff. You get 

plenty of training and the information 

is at your fingertips, as long as you feel 

comfortable accessing the website.   
 

So what does a typical day entail? There 

are many roles that you can volunteer 

for; whether it be Receptionist, 

Administrator, Assessor or Advisor. As 

an Advisor, I see clients with a whole 

range of issues, some major and some 

relatively minor. One day I may have a 

client who is homeless and needs help 

getting somewhere to stay, another who 

has got bailiffs knocking at their door, 

one may just want to know how to apply 

for a Blue Badge pass. Whether big or 

small, the problems people experience 

are real to them and they are always 

grateful to have the help. Sometimes so 

much so that cake and/or flowers 

appear!   
 

Despite joining because of the 

flexibility it offered, I have found 

volunteering at Citizens Advice 

extremely rewarding. I’m using my 

brain, I’ve learnt so much and am 

continually learning. No two situations 

are the same and just when you think 

you’ve seen it all, another situation 

walks through the door!   
 

If interested you can apply by emailing 

trainingadmin@basingstokecab.org.uk 

or if anyone has any questions and 

would like to have a chat please call 

01256 845871 and speak to Di. 
 

Louise Paine 

 

Local Author Audio Book 

To celebrate Harry the Cat's 18th 

birthday, local author Sue Lawrence 

is releasing an audio book of "Harry A 

Cat's Tale, A Purrfect Day". Narrated 

by Christine Rowley from Hampshire 

Marketing and Audio Services it will 

be available to buy online and 

available to borrow from libraries 

across Hampshire. 
 

Sue Lawrence 
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NWR 

National Women’s Register (NWR) is led 

by the membership – with a shared 

purpose of connecting women for 

stimulating discussion, friendship and 

fun. If you would like to meet other 

women to share and explore thoughts, 

ideas and experiences, then NWR is for 

you. The Chineham and Old Basing NWR 

meet at 2pm on the first Monday of the 

month in the relaxed atmosphere of 

someone’s home. We also meet for lunch 

or ad hoc trips. Our Reading Group meet 

in the evening every 4th Thursday. The 

current book is Paradise News by David 

Lodge. 
 

In April we joined with the Rotary Club for 

a fascinating visit to Basingstoke Fire 

Station. We were impressed by the array 

very expensive equipment and kit, and 

discovered that although the new station 

does have the iconic pole, that 

firefighters rarely use it to descend to 

their trucks. For our May meeting we 

discussed significant events from our 

birth month. In June it is Puddings and 

Poetry when we will share puddings and 

our favourite poems.  
 

To find out more NWR information can be 

found at nwr.org.uk. For specific 

information about our group please 

phone Evelyn Jones on 01256 816636 

or via evelyncjjones@hotmail.co.uk. You 

would receive a warm welcome. 
 

Sandie Tapping 
 

Basingstoke Festival 
Save the date for Basingstoke Festival: 

Friday 21 June to Sunday 7 July. There’s 

fun for all the family at this year’s 

Basingstoke Festival. The annual arts 

festival is designed to showcase the best 

of the arts locally, nationally and 

internationally. From music to dance, 

visual art to theatre, you will ‘discover art 

in unusual places’.   
 

To kick off, you can take part in an 80s 

silent disco at the Top of the Town on 

Friday 21 June. On the festival’s opening 

weekend head into town to be 

entertained by street theatre and 

acrobatics. On Sat 29/Sun 30 June get 

involved with an alien interaction. Don’t 

forget to also check out what’s on at Anvil 

Arts, Proteus and Hampshire Cultural 

Trust as part of the festival. 
 

The packed programme also features a 

series of outdoor cinema screenings 

showing popular movies with tickets for 

Moulin Rouge! and Mamma Mia! Here 

We Go Again still available. The festival 

builds up to the popular B LOVE festival- 

Basingstoke's biggest weekend of live 

music, packed with a variety of 

performance, art and fantastic family fun, 

in the War Memorial Park on Sat 6/Sun 7 

July. This year’s B LOVE will see an 

incredible line-up of local music and art 

talent as well as international headliners 

on a number of stages. Headliners 

announced to date include Toploader 

and a Faithless DJ set by Sister Bliss, and 

many more will soon follow! 
 

There’s plenty of opportunities to get 

involved in wonderful family activities and 

events including thrilling outdoor 

performances, beat-boxing workshops, 

and pop-up theatre or explore the 

Magical Forest created for festival goers 

aged 12 and under, with face-painting, 

arts and crafts, games, and storytelling.  

Keep an eye on the website for more info: 

www.basingstokefestival.co.uk. Tickets 

for B LOVE can be purchased at https://

blovemusic.com/. Children 12 and under 

go free with a paying adult.  
 

Gemma Bowditch 
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Ramblers Association 

The North Hampshire Downs Ramblers 

group is part of the Ramblers Association. 

We walk mostly in Hampshire and the 

surrounding countryside. In the last few 

months our group has enjoyed both walks 

and social activities, including a Ramble 

and Roast and Christmas Lunches. 
 

The group walk on Tuesday, Saturday and 

occasional Thursday walks which are 

sometimes a bit shorter for those who do 

not want to walk the longer distances. The 

walks cover areas in and around 

Basingstoke as well as sometimes going 

further afield. We have had some lovely 

winter and spring walks, enjoying the 

changing landscapes and of course trying 

to avoid the worst of the cold weather. On 

our Tuesday morning walks, which are 

typically 6-7 miles, we continue to attract 

many walkers. We have recently walked 

around Hinton Ampner, Windsor Great 

Park, Ellisfield and Old Basing. We usually 

end up with an end of walk pub stop, to 

give people time for a catch up. Our 

Saturday walks tend to be longer, with 

fewer walkers, and can sometimes take 

most of the day.   
 

The group have an active path patrol 

group, who report problems to the local 

council and also do some work on the 

paths, which can be as varied as checking 

waymarking and replacing waymarking 

discs, minor clearing or even repairing 

s t i l e s  a n d  g a t e s .  S e e  

www.northhampshiredownsramblers.org.uk 

for more information If you are interested 

in joining the Ramblers we suggest you 

come along for a couple of walks with the 

group first to get a taster. Membership 

details are available from the Ramblers’ 

national website: www.ramblers.org.uk. 
 

Marion Sharp 
 

Linguatastic 

At Linguatastic, we love the month of 

June, it’s when our creative juices 

really get to flow. On Saturday 15th 

June, we’ll be joining in with the Old 

Basing Carnival. Please do look out for 

us, parading through the village from 

1.30pm. As usual, we’ll be following 

the overall theme (Comic/Cartoon 

Characters), but with an international 

twist. Have a guess at what we might 

be dressed up as! Later, at around 

3.20pm, we’ll be in the arena, 

encouraging anyone and everyone to 

join us for some international dancing 

and singing (no prior knowledge 

required). It’s always a lot of fun, so we 

do hope that whether you join us in the 

parade or not, whether you attend 

Linguatastic or not, you do come into 

the arena when invited to do so. 
 

Two weeks after the carnival, on 

Saturday 29th June , we’ll be 

performing at World Party in Eastrop 

Park. Again, we’ll be bringing some 

energetic and internationally-flavoured 

partying to the stage and would love to 

see some familiar faces supporting us 

either from the sidelines or actually 

joining in with the action on stage! This 

event is free to attend and offers a 

wide variety of entertainment, food 

and drink. 
 

Oh and lest we sign off without wishing 

all the wonderful dads out there “Alles 

Gute zum Vatertag!”, “Sul y tadau 

hapus” and “zhù nǐ fù qīn jié kuài lè” 

for Sunday 16th June! Or maybe if you 

are of Italian, Spanish, Portuguese or 

Croatian heritage, you already 

celebrated in March. 

 

Fiona Biermann  
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Chineham Chat extra – June 2019 

 

Occasionally we have too much material 
to fit into the printed magazine, or 
material arrives after we’ve gone to print.  

We’ve decided that when this happens we 
will include the extra articles at the end of 
the online edition, in a Chineham Chat 
Extra section. 

 

June events at Basingstoke 
Discovery Centre 
 
Adult events 
  
Tuesday 4 June: 2pm/ £10  
Antique Valuation Talk with Thomas 
Forrester  
A wonderful talk about Antiques with 
British TV personality Thomas Forrester 
from BBC’s Bargain Hunt and Flog it!   
Join Thomas as he talks about the magic 
of the auction, valuating items, and his 
career. Ticket holders may bring an item 
they would like to learn more about. You 
may have treasures hiding in your home, 
gathering dust that you knew nothing 
about.  
  
Saturday 22 June: 12.30pm/£3 
ARTSOTRANS  
Facing transphobia and providing 
solidarity – a guide to better allyship in 
2019. 
A workshop and Q&A session focused on 
debunking myths and common 
misconceptions about the transgender 
experience, as well as how to provide 
support for transgender people in general. 
Hosted by trans activist and director of a 

local Hampshire community arts venue, 
Devin Valentine, alongside Georgie 
Williams who is a gender researcher 
currently working at the University of 
Southampton. 
  
Saturday 22 June: 2pm/ £5  
Diary of a Drag Queen   
This is an adult only event with Author 
Crystal Rassmussen.  Crystal takes you 
through a year in the life of a Northern, 
working-class drag queen.  Her book 
covers topics such as gender pronouns, 
ownership of words, and the impact of 
RuPaul’s Drag Race on perceptions of drag 
and trans issues.   
 
This is where the unspeakable turns into 
the estimable - a one of a kind depiction 
of the queer experience.  The Author pulls 
no punches with her use of language in a 
very frank and honest session.   
  
Tuesday 25 June: 10.30am/ £5 
 
Hidden Basingstoke Walk: Basingstoke 
Churches 
Back by popular demand and following a 
sell-out walk in April, Phil Howe and John 
Hopkins from Hidden Britain Tours are 
back to do an additional date for their 
Basingstoke Churches walk, leading you 
through the town to explore parts that are 
often overlooked. Basingstoke has a 
wealth of church architecture, ranging 
from battle scarred ancient churches with 
mysterious medieval graffiti, to the 
peculiar Countess of Huntingdon’s 
Connexion, to tin tabernacles. This gentle 
town walk examines the town’s places of 
worship and explains at least some of the 
stories behind the stones. 



Meet at the Information Desk in 
Basingstoke Discovery Centre and please 
dress for the weather. 
  
Children’s events 
  
Tuesday 25 June: 1.30pm & 3.75pm/ 
£3.75  
Elmer Interactive Storytime  
Come dressed in your brightest colours & 
join in the celebrations.  
Lots of fun with this rainbow coloured 
elephant and his friends. Amanda from 
Merry-go-Round Storytelling leads an 
interactive session based on this well-
loved story.  
For ages 2-6 yrs.  
  
Learning in Libraries 
  
Fridays 7 June – Friday 12 July (a 6 week 
course): 10am – 12 noon/ £60 
Drawing for All and teacher  
This course, with local artist and teacher 
Russell Bignold, will introduce you to a 
range of drawing techniques and a 
structured method to achieve a high 
standard artwork. Working through still 
life, pet portraits and animal drawings, 
through to the figure and finishing on 
portraits. 
For all abilities 
  
Saturday 15 June: 10am – 4pm/ £30 
Drawing in Charcoal – a one day 
workshop 
A 6 hour workshop. Learn how to draw in 
charcoal and develop techniques to create 
a piece of artwork to take home. Suitable 
for beginners or those with some 
experience. 
£30 
  
Tuesday 11 June – Tuesday 16 July (a 6 
week course): 4pm – 6pm/ £60 (+ £2 per 
session payable to the tutor) 
Just Watercolours! 

This course will introduce learners to 
creating unique and innovative art based 
on watercolours. Learn in a creative and 
friendly environment, supported by local 
artist and tutor Jacky Purtill. 
  
Saturday 29 June: 10am – 4pm/ £30 
Creative Sewing for All 
An opportunity to have fun learning and 
improving your sewing skills. Whether you 
want to upcycle or create a new garment, 
this workshop will give you lots of ideas 
and support. For all abilities. With local 
artist and designer, Sarah Pinnell. 
   
Scott Hyde 
 

News from the Old Basing Royal 
British Legion 
The current amount raised for the Poppy 
Appeal by Old Basing, Chineham and Hook 
now stands at £27,311.79. Thank you 
everyone for your efforts as we are close 
to beating last year’s total. 
 
On Saturday 8th June we have our ever-
popular Cream Tea and Cake Sale from 
2pm till 4pm in the Jack Morris Hall at The 
British Legion in Crown Lane.  
This is a joint Women’s Section and Poppy 
Appeal Event features our famous Cream 
Tea’s and a selection of the finest 
homemade cakes. 
 
Entry is £4.00 including Cream Tea. 
50pence entry without Cream Tea   
 
All money collected goes to the Poppy 
Appeal.  
 
For all enquiries, please call me on 0777 
2883964 or 
hampshire.chairman@rbl.community   
 
Tim Russell, Poppy Appeal Organiser 
 

mailto:btrussell1962ad@aol.com


Borough Councillor Paul Miller 
 

I apologise for my regular article not 
appearing last month. I also wish to welcome 
our newly elected BDBC Cllr Laura Edwards 
and thank you for your support. 

The plant on the North side of Reading road 
associated with the ongoing roadworks at the 
A33/Thornhill Way junction has caused 
disruption for the residents when activities 
have extended into the early morning hours. 
It has been determined that the contractor 
exceeded his contract brief during a period of 
resurfacing work and has been taken to task 
by Hampshire Highways and apologies given. 
There may be further resurfacing work 
necessary at the junction but we have been 
assured that the previous disruption will not 
be repeated and residents will not be 
inconvenienced in the same way again  

The planning for redevelopment of the 
Chineham Shopping Centre progresses more 
slowly than expected as discussions between 
the developer and Hampshire Highways over 
several transport and access issues are 
ongoing. Several of these issues were 
highlighted through the public consultation 
process so your comments do get through. As 
soon as we have more detailed information 
we will inform the community through the 
Parish website and the Chat. 

Local police have reminded us that thefts 
from motor vehicles continue to be a scourge 
in all communities and urge that no valuables 
are kept in them especially overnight and are 
kept locked at all times. These criminal 
activities have been placed as a high priority 
on the community Police officers and we can 
all help be securing our vehicles. 

 

Paul Miller 

Borough Councillor 

01256 467400 

07777 659022 

Cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk  

 

Basingstoke Symphony 
Orchestra 
 

La Belle France Concert, 22nd June, 7.45. Anvil 
Arts Box Office 01256 844244, 
www.anvilarts.org.uk. 

A tribute to some of the greatest French 
composers, this concert also has something of 
a Spanish flavour, since Massenet and Bizet, 
skilfully use colourful orchestration and 
striking dance rhythms to suggest the sounds 
of Spain.  Fauré's sublime Pavane is a 
perennial favourite, as is Massenet's lovely 
Meditation from Thais which will be 
performed by the orchestra's leader, Sue Bint. 
Debussy's dreamy tone poem L'Après Midi 
d'un Faune with its haunting, sinuous opening 
flute solo simply transports the listener into a 
magical, mythical world of naiads and 
nymphs. Although Belgian by birth, Franck 
worked in Paris during his adult life.  His D 
minor Symphony is one of his later and most 
mature compositions. 

 

 

mailto:Cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov.uk
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