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Shocking news out of the blue that the Council are considering killing yet another 

precious Chineham resource. But what resources are there left for them to destroy, I 

hear you ask? No less than our beloved local library. Hampshire County Council are 

endeavouring to save £1.76 million from the library service, and Chineham Library is the 

only Tier 2 service earmarked for closure to save money. We MUST save this precious 

facility. We personally use it for borrowing children’s books on a weekly basis, but many 

others in the community use it for books, events, classes, clubs and so much more. 
 

There are letters elsewhere in this issue talking about the matter, so in this short 

editorial let us focus on what we can DO. Attend the open consultations on 4th Feb (2-6 

at Chineham Library) and 8th Feb (11-3, at Basingstoke). Fill in the survey at 

www.hants.gov.uk/library-consultation. Sign the petition at you.38degrees.org.uk/

petitions/save-chineham-library. And above all, use the library, spread the word to 

everyone and contact our Councillors and MPs to make your voice heard. We need to 

protest, prolifically, publically and prominently, or risk losing yet another public facility 

under the tidal wave of development, no doubt to make room for another money 

making building. Who has placards, chains and padlocks—let’s CHANGE THIS! 
 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Hall 

Notice of AGM: The Annual General 

Meeting of the Chineham Village Hall 

Management Committee will be held 

at Chineham Village Hall Committee 

Room at 8.00pm on Monday 24th 

February. The meeting will receive the 

reports and accounts for the year 

ending 31st December 2019, and will 

elect up to 10 members for the 

committee of management. Residents 

of Chineham who are aged 18 or over 

are entitled to attend the meeting and 

vote. Entrance to the Committee Room 

is via the Lounge Bar of the Village 

Club 
 

If you are a Chineham resident aged 

18 or over and are interested in being 

nominated for the Committee, please 

complete the nomination form in full. 

The form should be received by the 

Clerk to the Trustees, L Hughes, of 9 

C u f f e l l e  C l o s e ,  C h i n e h a m , 

Basingstoke, RG24 8RH by 17th 

February. If you have any queries, 

please telephone 07927 649083 for 

further information. 

 

Lynne Hughes 

 
Nomination Form: 

 

I, ......................................................

(print full name) am willing to be 

nominated for election to the 

Chineham Village Hall Management 

Committee and to accept and act in 

the Trusts of the Charity of Chineham 

Village Hall and Recreation Ground. I 

am aged 18 or over and I am a 

resident of Chineham. I agree to 

respect the confidentiality of the 

Committee and its Members. 

 

Signature of Nominee: 

 

................................................................. 

 

Address:................................................... 

 

................................................................. 

 

................................................................. 

 

Tel No: ..................................................... 

 

Proposed by: 

 

................................................................. 

 

Address:................................................... 

 

................................................................. 

 

................................................................. 

 

Seconded by: 

 

................................................................. 

 

Address:................................................... 

 

................................................................. 

 

................................................................. 

 

Chineham Library 
Our activities all continue in the 

regular pattern for this month, with the 

only changes occurring in half term. 

Rhymetimes take place every Tuesday, 

for under ones at 10am and over ones 

at 11am. Storytimes take place every 

Saturday morning at 11am, except for 

the first week when we hold a drop-in 

craft session from 10–midday. This 

month’s crafts will take place on 1st 

Feb, and then the 7th Mar. Our 

Chatterbooks group for junior school 
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age children will meet on the 13th Feb 

and 11th Mar at 3.45pm. 
 

Every Wednesday we hold our drop-in 

Cuppa and Chat group for adults to 

socialise over some refreshments, 

which takes place from 10.30–midday. 

Also, on Wednesdays, Age Concern offer 

assistance with IT from 10am–1pm for 

the over 50s. Sessions are bookable 

through their office on 01256 423874, 

for a £5 donation. Both these would 

welcome some new faces. (Age Concern 

stop for half term.) Our general reading 

group will meet on Saturday 29th Feb 

and Saturday 28th Mar, at 10.30am. 

Writing Group meets on 6th Feb and the 

5th Mar from 5.30–7pm. Further 

details of all these activities are 

available from the library staff. 
 

We have a couple of bookable events 

being held in the near future. There is a 

‘Scenes of Crime’ talk on 26th Mar, with 

former Police Officer Ken Wells sharing 

reflections from his career. On 23rd Apr 

we have a ‘Great Train Robbery’ talk, 

with Tony Keep. Both talks commence 

at 6pm, and tickets costing £5 are 

available from the library or the online 

shop. Prompt booking is recommended 

and some of our previous talks have 

sold out. Thurs 6th Feb we are again 

holding a children’s Harry Potter night, 

from 5.30–7pm. This event is free, but 

due to limited availability places must 

be booked in advance. This was very 

successful last year, so again prompt 

booking is advised. Quirks Animal 

Roadshow is on Tues 18th Feb, at 

Chineham Library at 4pm, age 4+. 

Tickets are £6 from the library and 

online shop. 
 

Don’t forget we now also offer room 

hire, please ask for further details. 

This includes availability outside of 

library opening hours, and reasonable 

prices from £7 per hour. 
 

Cathy Foster 
 

Chineham WI 
As we ease back in to the gentle 

rhythm of the Scrabble Club, Lunch 

Club, Gardening Club and our regular 

monthly meetings, it is a good 

opportunity to look forward to what we 

have p lanned for  our  2020 

programme. Our regular monthly 

meetings this year include Bollywood 

dancing, a games night, various talks 

covering diverse topics including 

handbags, the role of a town crier, the 

history of The Vyne and an 

enlightening talk about organ donation 

from the perspective of a recipient. In 

addition, we have a meal arranged for 

members at Tangs Restaurant in 

February and a trip to the theatre to 

see My Fair Lady in March with more 

events in the pipeline. 
 

February is a great month to join 

Chineham Women's Institute with our 

n e w  p r o g r a m m e  o f  e v e n t s . 

Membership for the whole of 2020 

only costs £43, which includes entry to 

our monthly meetings, WI Life 

magazines and access to Denman 

College courses at a reduced rate. If 

you have recently moved to Chineham, 

it is a great way to meet new friends. 

So don't be shy, please come along to 

the Shaftesbury Room at Christ 

Church, Chineham (next to the doctors' 

surgery) on Monday 24 February at 

7.30 pm. You are assured of a warm 

welcome! 

 

Pam Malcolm 

Treasurer, Chineham WI 
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Rotary Club 
The generous people of Basingstoke 

donated 1500 shoeboxes this last 

Christmas, packed with gifts. They 

were all checked, boxed, shipped and 

then hand delivered by Rotarians 

directly to the children who otherwise 

would receive nothing. Whilst we were 

simply having fun with our gifts, those 

children were experiencing real joy and 

amazement. So it was lovely to see a 

message from a young Moldovan boy 

called Ivan who was saying thank you 

for a Rotary shoe box donated in our 

District. Thank you to everyone who 

kindly donated a Christmas Shoe box 

you've made a lot of children's lives a 

little happier. 
 

Save the Date: 3rd May, Basingstoke 

Festival of Transport, War Memorial 

Park, Basingstoke: 11.00-16.00pm.  
 

Resolutions are made with the best of 

intentions but how many are still being 

followed come February? The gift of 

time is something that costs very little 

and can bring unexpected rewards to 

the giver. All charities need volunteers 

and you don’t have to make a huge 

commitment. Help for just one event 

or possibly for just a few hours. It’s not 

about bucket collecting. Lots of 

charities need people who donate 

cakes or help with teas or may be 

setting up gazebos or a bit of DIY. 

Giving your time may also be chatting 

to an elderly person; you may be the 

only person they speak to all day. 

Asking if a homeless person would like 

a hot drink; a better way of helping 

them than chucking a few coins. If you 

want to meet new people volunteering 

is a great way of doing it; rewarding 

and great fun: volunteering is good for 

your mental health. 

Basingstoke Deane Rotary welcomes 

new members. To find out more see 

details below. We also have one off 

volunteering opportunities. Contact: 

H e l e n  R i c k e t t s  o n 

helen@highpathway.co.uk or Paul 

Temple on tempaul45@gmail.com. 

 

Lindy Richardson 

 

Chineham Conservation Group 
2020 Woodland Working Season: 

Looking for a more interesting way of 

getting fresh air and exercise, learning 

new skills, meeting new people, and 

doing something to support your local 

community? 
 

We meet up 10.00-12.30 on the 2nd 

and 3rd Sunday mornings each month 

from September to March to manage 

Chineham’s ancient woodlands for you 

and wildlife. We will meet at the 

northeast end of Whitewood (RG24 

8TS) on the following Sunday 

mornings: 
 

• Sun 9th Feb 

• Sun 16th Feb 

• Sun 8th Mar 

• Sun 15th Mar 
 

Please wear clothes and boots 

suitable for the weather. All tools and 

thorn-proof gloves are provided, as is 

tea, coffee and biscuits. For more 

details of how you can help, or join one 

of our work parties, drop us an email 

to chinehamcg@gmail.com or check 

o u t  o u r  F a c e b o o k  p a g e 

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

groups/13548227979/  

 

Helen Davies 
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NWR 
Do you argue with the TV, philosophise 

with the cat or disagree with the radio 

then come and talk with us – you will get 

more response and make friends. 

National Women’s Register (NWR) is a 

relatively-unknown social group for 

women of any age to meet up for 

friendship and discussion. There are 

currently 6382 members in 380 local 

groups. Chineham and Old Basing NWR 

with 17 members meet at 2pm on the 

first Monday of the month. Usually less 

than 10 make each meeting so we are 

able to meet in the relaxed atmosphere 

of someone’s home. 
 

In January we celebrated 60 years since 

the formation of NWR with a discussion 

on diamonds, and what women can do 

now which was not possible in 1960. We 

had a glass of prosecco and shared a few 

nibbles to help with the 60th (diamond) 

anniversary celebration. 
 

Our February meeting is a discussion on 

favourite foods and games from 

childhood, whilst in March we will have 

an uplifting session of singing popular 

songs together. Singing can have some 

of the same effects as exercise, like the 

release of endorphins, which give the 

singer an overall "lifted" feeling and are 

associated with stress reduction. 
 

We also meet at other times for lunch 

and ad hoc trips, as well as having a 

Reading Group meeting in the evening 

every 4th Thursday. The current book is 

the poignant After You by Jo Jo Moyes. 

More information can be found via 

w w w . n w r . o r g . u k ;  S a n d i e

(sandra.tapping@gmail.com); or Karen 

(01256 328488). 
 

Sandie Tapping 

 

Basingstoke Blues Club 

Basingstoke Blues Club (in association 

with the Basingstoke Railway Social 

Club, RG21 5NB) presents Catfish on 

Saturday 15th February.      
 

Internationally acclaimed Blues Award 

winning band Catfish have a 

reputation as an excellent live band 

with a phenomenal frontman in 24 

year-old guitarist/vocalist Matt Long 

who plays with a real passion for the 

blues. Over 3 years they received 5 

nominations in the British Blues 

Awards and have also been awarded a 

UK Blues Award as Blues Act of the 

Year. Their albums have received 

nominations and awards too. Don’t 

miss this chance to see them! 
 

All welcome - 8pm till late. £8 on the 

door. Licensed bar and low prices. 

Profits to Brain Tumour Research. 
 

Christine Nield 

 

Anvil Arts 
February events: 

Sat 1, 7.30pm, The Haymarket 

Adam Bayjou: Born in Basingstoke, Adam 

has toured the world as a vocalist with 

VOXX-The West End Tenors and has 

performed in West End shows such as 

Les Misérables and Carousel. His concert 

in his home town will take a nostalgic trip 

through well-known songs of the stage 

and screen. Tickets: £20, over 65s and f/

t students £18. 
 

Wed 5, 7.45pm,  The Anvil 

The King is back: Ben Portsmouth looks 

like Elvis, sings like Elvis and has an on-

stage charisma that has audiences 

believing at times they are watching the 

‘King’ himself. Ben made history when he 

won the Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist 
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Contest, the first from outside the USA 

ever to win this title. Tickets: £32 
 

Sun 9, 7.30pm, The Anvil 

La Bohème by Puccini with International 

Soloists, Chorus and Full Orchestra: La 

Bohème is one of the most romantic 

operas ever written. It tells the tragic tale 

of the doomed, consumptive Mimi and 

her love for a penniless writer. This tale of 

Parisian love and loss features many 

famous arias including Your Tiny Hand is 

Frozen, They Call Me Mimi and Muzetta’s 

Waltz. Tickets: £39.50, £35.50, £31.50, 

£27.50, over 65s £2 off, under 25s and 

f/t students half price. 
 

Thu 13, 7:45pm, The Anvil 

Kodo One Earth Tour 2020: Japan’s 

Kodo drummers present Legacy, a  

stunning show which puts their huge 

drums centre stage. A treasure trove of 

best-loved signature pieces are included 

alongside new work, concentrating on 

the infinite possibilities of their 

sensational drumming. Tickets: £29.50. 
 

Fri  14, 7.45pm, The Anvil 

Iceland Symphony Orchestra: Pianist Yeol 

Eum Son joins the orchestra, which is 

conducted by Yan Pascal Tortelier. The 

programme includes Bizet’s L'Arlesienne 

Suites, selections, Ravel’s Piano concerto 

for the left hand, Thorvaldsdóttir’s 

Aeriality and Prokofiev’s Romeo and 

Juliet, selection. Tickets: £42, £38, £31, 

£24, £16. Under 25s £11. 
 

Sat 22, 7.30pm, The Anvil 

Madama Butterfly by Puccini with 

international soloists, chorus and full 

orchestra: The heart-breaking story of the 

beautiful young Japanese girl who falls in 

love with an American naval lieutenant 

with dramatic results. Includes the 

melodic Humming Chorus, the moving 

aria One Fine Day and the unforgettable 

Love Duet. Tickets: £39.50, £35.50, 

£31.50, £27.50, over 65s £2 off, under 

25s and f/t students half price. 
 

Tue 25-Sat 29, 7.30pm, The Haymarket 

A Murder is Announced - A Miss Marple 

Mystery: Residents of Chipping Cleghorn 

are astonished to read an advert in the 

local newspaper that a murder will take 

place this coming Friday at the home of 

Letitia Blacklock. Unable to resist, the 

group gather at the house at the 

appointed time, when the lights go out 

and a gun is fired. Enter Miss Marple, 

who must unravel a complex series of 

relationships and events to solve the 

mystery. Tickets: £29.50, under 25s and 

f/t students £24.50. 
 

Fri  26, 7.30pm, The Anvil 

Milton Jones—Milton Impossible: Milton 

reveals the truth about being an 

international spy, before being given a 

disappointing new identity which forced 

him to appear on Mock the Week and 

Live at the Apollo. But this is also a love 

story with a twist, or at least a really bad 

sprain. Gloriously daft nonsense or is 

there a deeper meaning? Tickets: £30.50. 
 

Fri  28, 7.30pm, The Anvil 

Anton & Erin - Dance Those Magical 

Movies: With sensational choreography 

set to music that made it big on the silver 

screen, expect a Hollywood red carpet 

premiere performance. Including musical 

hits from Breakfast at Tiffany's, Singin' in 

the Rain, Casablanca, The Wizard of Oz, 

The Greatest Showman, Titanic and 

Moulin Rouge. Thrilling live vocals from 

TV favourite Lance Ellington, a 

spectacular dance ensemble and a 23-

piece orchestra led by conductor Richard 

Balcombe complete the show-stopping 

line up. Tickets: £49.50, £42.50. 
 

Andrea Bath 



 

 

Basingstoke Lions Club 
I seem to have mislaid the Nov update. 

Never mind! We had our quiz night which 

raised £581 and a superb concert at 

QMC from the Heritage Light Orchestra. If 

you missed it, you missed a treat! 
 

Christmas Cash Collections: Fraught is 

the only word I can think of to describe 

our performance. Anything that could go 

wrong more or less did. Cancelled venue, 

scheduling issues, illness and to cap it all, 

Lennie the Lion managed to lose his 

head (mislaid as opposed to beheaded)! 

Nevertheless the good people of 

Basingstoke, who are clearly not infected 

by my Grinch-like approach to Christmas, 

gave generously and we were able to 

donate to all our recipient charities - 

Women’s Refuge, Joshua Tree, 

Basingstoke Foodbank and Tadley United 

Reform Church who were providing a 

community Christmas Day lunch for 

people in Basingstoke and Tadley. 
 

And so, having indulged ourselves with a 

festive meal at Sherfield Oaks Winter 

Wonderland, we draw a veil over 2019 

and welcome 2020 with unimpaired 

vision (unless you need glasses). Happy 

New Year! With an entire cornucopia of 

366 days before us, we’ve managed to 

book two events for Saturday 22nd 

February: 
 

First: Come and meet Lennie, the 

Basingstoke Lion! Half-term Saturday 22 

Feb, 9am-4pm. Venue: a gazebo 

resembling a ‘Lion’s Lair’ outside Boots in 

The Malls. (see page 35 for details) 
 

Second: Dance the night away to the 

syncopating rhythms of the Sussex Jazz 

Kings! 22 February 7—11pm. Venue: The 

British Legion Club, Old Basing. Tickets 

available from Maurice Hockley email: 

mauricehockley@hotmail.com or 

telephone 01256 421867, Toucan 

Travel at Chineham or direct from our 

website www.basingstokelions.org.uk. 
 

Quiz Night at the Cliddesden Millennium 

Hall, 4th April: another opportunity to 

display your knowledge or lack thereof 

whilst heaping imprecations on the head 

of the intransigent quizmaster. Email 

philipjhwilson@btinternet.com to book 

your table. A team of 3 or 4 and a short 

pithy team name is all you need. Visit the 

upcoming events pages of our website 

www.basingstokelions.org.uk to see the 

full format of the evening. Remember you 

too can help to make a difference to the 

lives of others by joining us via 

www.basingstokelions.org.uk. 
 

Philip Wilson 
 

World Day of Prayer 
World Day of Prayer, (formerly Women’s 

World Day of Prayer) on Friday March 6th, 

1.30pm at Old Basing Methodist Church 

RG24 7BY. Interdenominational service 

open to all. This year’s country focus is 

Zimbabwe, and the title is ‘Rise! Take 

Your Mat and Walk’ taken from John 5 

verses 2-3, 5-9a. Refreshments 

afterwards. 
 

Women, men and children of all ages are 

called to 'Rise, take  your mat and walk' 

to join this day of prayer. Women of 

Zimbabwe have prepared this year's 

service and they encourage us all to 

reflect on the difficulties and unrest that 

have plagued their country over many 

years. They share the challenges they 

have met and the hopes they have for 

the future. They encourage us to 'Rise, 

take your mat and walk' with them as 

they continue their often turbulent 

journey towards full reconciliation. 
 

Denise Baugh 
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National Garden Scheme                          

What is 2020 going to bring us? Who 

knows! One thing we do know is that 

the new NGS  website is now open for 

2020 - even better than ever. So much 

so that our amazing technical gurus 

have received an award for the 

“Website of The Year - 2019” from the 

Garden Media Guild. The award was 

for easy of use and content, along with 

many other accolades, so what better 

time to try it out on the following link: 

www.ngs.org.uk.  
 

To whet your appetite for garden 

visiting again, we have several 

gardens open in our Snowdrop 

Festival. Here are just a couple:- 
 

Chawton House, Alton, GU34 1SJ 

Open Sunday 23rd February, 11am to 

4pm, admission £5, children free, light 

ref reshments.  Snowdrops  are 

scattered through this 14 acre listed 

English landscape garden which is 

being restored. Sweeping lawns, ha-

ha, wilderness, terraces, fernery and 

shrubbery walk surround the 

Elizabethan manor house. The walled 

garden designed by Edward Knight 

now includes a rose garden, cutting 

beds, an or-chard and ‘Elizabeth 

Blackwell’ herb garden based on her 

book 'A Curious Herbal' of 1737-39. 

h t t p s : / / n g s . o r g . u k / v i e w -

garden/34092/. 
 

Bramdean House, Alresford, SO24 0JU 

Open Sunday 9th February, 2pm to 

4pm, admission £5, children free, 

home-made teas. Beautiful 5 acre 

garden best known for its mirror image 

herbaceous borders. Also carpets of 

spring bulbs, especially snowdrops 

and a large and unusual collection of 

plants and shrubs giving year round 

interest. 1 acre walled garden 

featuring prize-winning vegetables, 

fruit and flowers. Small arboretum. 

h t t p s : / / n g s . o r g . u k / v i e w -

garden/3145/. 
 

Pat Beagley 

pat.beagley@ngs.org.uk  
 

Befrienders Needed 

We are looking for volunteers in your 

community. Could you be a befriender?  
 

What will I be doing? As a Volunteer 

Befriender your role will be to provide 

social companionship to patients who 

have a chronic or life limiting illness and 

who are isolated or lonely. Visiting 

patients in their own homes,  you will help 

them to feel more supported and help to 

improve their emotional well-being and 

confidence.  
 

How much time do I need to commit? 

Just 2-hours a week, or less, can make a 

real difference to a patient living in your 

local community. 
 

What support will I be given? All relevant 

training will be given, as well as regular 

and on-going support and supervision. 
 

Interested? For further information 

contact Caroline Nash, Befriending 

Manager on: 01264 835293, email: 

Caroline.Nash@hhft.nhs.uk. Interested 

volunteers will be invited to an informal 

interview and the role is subject to 

references, simple health checks and 

DBS clearance. 
 

Caroline Nash 
 

Basingstoke Discovery Centre 
Adult Talk/Events: 

Painting with Watercolours, six week 

intermediate course: Mon 3rd Feb - 16th 

March (no session on 17th Feb). 

The course is designed to appeal to 
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learners who have some interest and 

knowledge of watercolour techniques and 

processes and may have previously 

undertaken watercolour workshops and/or 

courses. The course is designed to inspire 

and motivate people to become more 

engaged with art and design and in 

particular watercolour painting. This is 

achieved through hands on, experimental 

sessions and activities to help you build 

your confidence and develop your skills, 

knowledge and understanding in using 

different materials, techniques, processes, 

tools and equipment. Each week you will 

learn different techniques, how they work 

in the context of a piece of artwork and in 

creating exciting and unique pieces of 

work. You will be supported and guided by 

the local artist and tutor Jacky Purtill. No 

previous skills or experience required. 

Materials will be provided in all sessions. 

Tickets: £60, additional materials can be 

purchased each week at a £2 cost payable 

to the tutor. 

Well Being Talk and Mini Workshop: Thu 

6th Feb, 2pm. Life is stressful and tiring at 

times and we can easily feel overwhelmed 

by negative thoughts and feelings of 

anxiety, but it doesn’t have to be this way. 

In this talk and mini workshop, Carolyne 

will provide information on how to release 

the peace within and simple powerful 

practices that can be incorporated into 

everyday life to reduce symptoms of stress 

and anxiety, aid relaxation and create more 

happiness in your life. Tickets: £5. 

Bloodhound Missile Talk: Tues 25th Feb, 2-

3pm. This talk by Joe Marsden is about the 

Bloodhound Missile. Defending Britain 

against the threat from the east, 

Bloodhound was a supersonic Missile. The 

talk will cover the components and 

capabilities of the system including the 

developments and upgrades which kept it 

in service with four nations from the early 

1960s until 1991. Tickets: £5.  
 

Children Events: 

Harry Potter Book Day: Sat 8th Feb, 10am-

1pm. Join us for a fun free craft activity, a 

chance to find Dobby’s missing socks and 

many other activities! 

Quirks Animal Encounter: Tues 18th Feb, 

12 (noon)- 1pm or 2-3pm (children ages 

4+). Come along to meet a variety of 

animals from around the world at the 

Quirks' Animal Roadshows workshop. You'll 

have the opportunity to stroke and hold the 

animals as well as discovering lots of 

interesting facts about where they come 

from, what they eat and what makes them 

unique. Tickets: £6 per child. 
 

Scott Hyde 
 

Marie Curie Collection 

Thank you very much for your generosity 

throughout last year. In March we raised a 

fantastic £823.75 from the Chineham 

shoppers and again with the help of Tesco 

in December we raised another £427.69. 
 

Marie Curie Care provides nursing for 

seriously ill people in their home; currently 

this is not available in Basingstoke but 

there is an interesting project which they 

are trialling along the M27 corridor to 

provide 24/7 care for those would 

normally have to go into hospital because 

there is nobody at home to assist. It is 

hoped this will be tried in Basingstoke in 

the future. Marie Curie Care also provides 

funds for research into the best ways to 

provide end of life care which is shared 

with other organisations.  
 

The Great Daffodil Day is the major 

fundraising event for the year. If you have 

an hour or more to spare from 29 Feb - 28 

Mar please call Sophie on 07798 638110 

or visit mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil. 
 

Kathleen Manley 
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
H o u s e h o l d  W a s t e 

Recycling Centres: A new 

resident permit system will 

begin operating later this 

year. It will be controlled by 

Automatic Number Plate 

Recognition (ANPR) and 

will ensure continued free 

access for Hampshire 

residents to any of 

Hampshire’s 24 HWRCs to 

dispose of household 

waste, . 
 

Charges for non-household 

waste, including soil and 

rubble, plasterboard and 

asbestos remain. 
 

The introduction of this 

system will allow those 

living outside Hampshire to 

continue to use Hampshire 

HWRCs while making a 

contribution towards the 

costs of disposal of their 

household waste in 

Hampshire 
 

Chineham residents can 

register up to three 

vehicles via the Hampshire 

County Council website at 

www.hants.gov.uk/vehicle-

registration-hwrc 
 

For residents without 

internet access, please call 

0300 555 1389 to 

register. 

 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Website: elainestill.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Borough Councillor  

Laura Edwards 
As your newest Borough 

Councillor, I met with 

Basingstoke and Deane’s Chief 

Executive and the Head of 

Borough Development and 

Implementation, to take them on 

a tour of Chineham and Sherfield 

Park. This included the 

Chineham shopping centre, 

Chineham Library and the new 

Livesey room at Sherfield Park 

Community Centre.  
 

I highlighted several issues and 

concerns which included; lack of 

lighting at Binfields Woodland 

Park, the occasional anti-social 

behaviour at the multiple use 

games area (behind Hampshire 

Court Hotel), communal bin 

collections being missed and the 

threat to our library. All these 

issues were taken away and the 

Borough Council will support 

where they can.  
 

They were very complementary 

of the Chineham community 

orchard (thank you Chineham 

Parish Council!) and commented 

on the real sense of community 

they felt throughout their tour.  
 

As many of you are aware 

Hampshire County Council (HCC) 

are carrying out a consultation of 

the libraries across the county. 

Chineham Library has been 

identified for potential closure, or 

transition to an independent 

community-run model. The 

outcome will be as a result of the 

public consultation which is now 

open and closes on 18 March.  

Please do take part via the HCC 

website: www.hants.gov.uk/

library-consultation 
 

Laura Edwards 

Tel: 07999 120252 

Cllr.laura.edwards@basingstoke.

gov.uk 

Facebook: Chineham and 

Sherfield Park Councillor 

 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
The Planning Application for 

the Chineham Shopping is now 

in the final stages of 

agreement with HCC on 

transport issues together with 

the principal stakeholders and 

should be determined by the 

Local Planning Authority in the 

very near future. 
 

I took part in a Charity Walk just 

before Christmas on 21 

December to raise funds for 

the “Walk for Christmas for 

Wounded Veterans”. This was 

organised by the leaders of 

Scout Groups from Chineham 

and Tadley and was planned to 

be a cross country route from 

the Scout HQ in Tadley to the 

Scout Hut in Chineham with 

initially a 6 mile distance and 2 

hour duration. 
 

Nine of us started out at 10:00 

on a sunny morning looking 

forward to a brisk walk and 

home for cocoa and mince pies 

– some hope! The weather and 

our map reader had other 

ideas as the sky darkened and 

we took a couple of wrong 

turns and the route became 

very muddy, slippery and slow. 

We plodded on and eventually 

arrived, drenched, tired but 

glad we had completed the 

course that turned out to be 

8.4 miles and nearly 4 hours! 

We raised just under £450.00 

total for the charity and I wish 

to thank my supporters raising 

£135 of that. We plan to do a 

similar walk next year, so watch 

this space. 
 

Paul Miller 

Borough Councillor 

01256 467400 

07777 659022  

Cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov  



 

 

Nature Notes 

 

Ginny 479562  ginny.wright24@gmail.com 
 

Probus Club 
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Minister’s Message 
When you meet someone for the first 

time, how do you introduce yourself? “My 

name’s Jonathan, and I’m a…” A what? Or 

rather, a who? Of all the things I am, 

what’s the most important things to say? 

Recently going on holiday, I reckoned that 

at the airport I probably didn’t ever need 

to give my name. All the officials and their 

all-important systems wanted to know 

was my passport number. And whether I 

was carrying anything dangerous. 
 

One time when meeting someone for the 

first time, I asked her what she did. “I’m 

just a cleaner”, she replied, and I felt 

terrible. Her self-image was low enough to 

put herself down in the first sentence she 

ever said to me. Of course, sometimes we 

need to know someone’s profession. 

Rarely though does it define someone. 

Indeed, if it really is the most important 

thing they can say, we’d be worried for 

them. Since then I’ve tried to ask other 

questions when meeting someone. “What 

do you like to do in your spare time?” 

often works better, a short-cut to a 

personal passions that open up even the 

most tongue-tied.  
 

Have you noticed what identity label 

society gives us? Listen to any news 

report, and how do they refer to us: 

People, residents, subjects? Most 

commonly we are simply ‘consumers’. 

Think about that…our most defining 

characteristic is that we consume things; 

we use them up. More for us means less 

for others. Not very flattering. When we 

hear “Consumer confidence has taken a 

knock”, it’s meant to signal bad news. But 

if instead we hear it as “People are using 

less things”, doesn’t that sound rather 

good news? Particularly if those are 

scarce things, or become polluting when 

discarded. 

I’d prefer to be a ‘citizen’: a much nobler 

sounding label. Perhaps its time is 

coming, for in his farewell speech, Barack 

Obama declared the citizen “the most 

important office in any democracy”. A 

citizen is one amongst many, but part of 

a greater whole, a nation or kingdom with 

identity and purpose. A citizen feels like a 

grown-up, with important responsibilities 

as well as deep and wide-ranging rights. A 

consumer is more like an infant: no 

responsibilities, and only the shallow right 

of getting a refund. 
 

But then I’m biased. I’m a member – 

sorry, a citizen – of not one but two 

different United Kingdoms. One of which 

seems to be in trouble, with a significant 

minority of Scots wanting to break away, 

and the future of Northern Ireland quickly 

becoming a pawn in other people’s 

games. The other United Kingdom? Along 

with the rest of the church family at Christ 

Church Chineham, my primary label is “a 

Christian”. My primary allegiance is to 

God, who I can know because of the life 

of Jesus of Nazareth, ‘the Christ’. Each 

day we pray “God’s kingdom come”. We 

see glimpses of it now, mixed into our 

everyday lives, most evident when 

Christians are gathered together. We 

support different teams, hold different 

nationalities, and voted differently in the 

referendum. But together we are part of 

something very special. For in God’s 

kingdom, none of us are “just” anything. 

High wealth or status doesn’t put us 

ahead of others. Where love and support 

is shared and multiplied. Where people 

are healed of the things in the past that 

hold them back. Where people have 

deep joy and great hope even when living 

their last few months. That’s the kind of 

United Kingdom worth becoming a 

Citizen for. 
 

Jonathan Clark, Lead Minister 
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Christ Church Activities 

Sunday services: We welcome all at our 9 

and 10.30am services. The 9am service 

is smaller and more reflective, using  

traditional hymns. At 10.30am we have a 

music band and groups for children and 

young people from 0-16. In February the 

All-Age Worship service is on 23rd. Our 

sermons are recorded and are available 

at www.christchurchchineham.org.uk. 

Prayer: If you would like to come and pray 

at the Church you would be most 

welcome. Our Prayer Room is open 

whenever the building is open you are 

welcome to drop in to sit and pray in 

silence, or if you would like someone to 

pray with or for you we can arrange that. 

We meet weekly to pray on alternate 

Sunday and Monday evenings; you would 

be most welcome to join us (please 

contact the office for details). We also 

have a regular Prayer Morning each 

Wednesday from 9.30-10am. 

Further information: if you would like to 

know more about the life and activities of 

Christ Church please drop in to see Gill in 

the office: Mon: 8-4, Tue: 9-12, Wed: 9-

12, Thu: 8-2.30, Fri: 8-4. See: 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk, 

email: hello@christchurchchineham. 

org.uk, phone: 01256 474280, 

f a c e b o o k / i n s t a g r a m : 

chr istchurchchineham,  twi t ter : 

@ccChineham. 
 

Weekly Groups: 

Sparklers: Tues and Thurs, 10am to 

11.30am, in term-time, for pre-school 

children and parents/grandparents/

carers for free play, refreshments, games, 

stories from the Bible and songs. Each 

week there is a craft for the children to 

take home. We ask for £1.50 per child as 

a contribution towards the cost of 

refreshments. All enquiries to Katy Lowe 

at the church office. We encourage adults 

attending to help with setting up and 

clearing away if they are able to. No 

sessions on 18th and 20th as this is half-

term. All enquiries to Katy Lowe at the 

church office. 

Coffee & Co: Mon 9.30-11.30am, term 

time. Enjoy mouth-watering home-made 

cakes, fresh coffee from our friendly 

team, plus lots of toys for babies and tots. 

Closed on 17th as for half-term. 

Swap Shop: We are looking at different 

ways of providing opportunities to 

disperse donated and pre-loved goods. 

For the time being we plan to have a 

table at the Tuesday and Thursday 

Sparklers sessions. (see above). 
 

This Month: 

Coffee, Chat & Craft Group: The group will 

continue to meet on the first and third 

Tuesday afternoons from 1-3.30pm, to 

work on sewing up the Christmas tree 

squares into lap blankets. In Feb the 

dates are 4th and 18th. Why not come 

and join us? If you can’t make it, you 

might like to take a bag of squares to 

work on from the comfort of your own 

home. For further information contact the 

Church Office. 

Messy Church: Not in Feb but on Mon 

2nd Mar 3.45-5.45pm. Come and join us 

for Messy Games, share a meal and have 

some  fun. Parents must stay with their 

children. Free, but donations welcome. 

123 Matinee Group: Tues 11 Feb 1-3pm. 

This social/support group is aimed at 

“older friends” although everyone is 

welcome. No charge  but a £1 voluntary 

donation is welcomed. You will find a 

warm welcome, plenty of people to chat 

to, along with lovely refreshments and our 

usual quiz and seated exercises. Our 

guests this month are Gordon and Ruth 

Randall, Gordon was a self-supporting 

minister at Christ Church until last year 

and is now the Vicar incumbent at 
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Holyrood Church, Holybourne, near Alton. 

He and Ruth will be regaling us with “Life 

in the Vicarage”. If you are interested in 

coming along and/or helping you will be 

made most welcome. We may be able to 

arrange a lift - just let us know in plenty of 

time. 

Luncheon Club: Tues 25 Feb, 12 noon. 

£5 adults, £3 children. Any special 

dietary requirements please let us 

know. Also call us if you would like a 

lift as we may be able to arrange it. 

Contact Jan Markey on 01256 

356829 or call the office on 474280. 

Ash Wednesday Holy Communion 

Service: Wed 26 Feb at 10.30am – 

this special service to mark the start of 

Lent replaces our normal last Tuesday 

of the month Holy Communion service. 

Everyone is welcome. 

Charity collections: we continue to 

collect stamps (new and used), old 

biros, postcards, spectacles, tools, tins 

and packets of food, and tops from 

supermarket milk bottles for charity. 

Please note we no longer collect 

batteries – most supermarkets have 

collecting facilities for them nowadays. 

We also collect most items of men’s 

clothing and socks for the Camrose 

Centre for the homeless, and garden 

tools which we pass on to a charity 

helping developing countries.  

Room hire: rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or regular basis, for 

children’s parties, meetings, and other 

events. Contact us for details or look 

on our website. Prices start at £8.00 

per hour; this includes use of kitchen, 

where tea, coffee, and squash are 

included in the hire.  
 

Gill Godfrey 

 

 

Chineham Parish Council 
Hampshire Library Service – public 

consultation: Hampshire County Council 

(HCC) is asking residents to have their 

say on proposed changes to libraries. The 

Consultation includes proposals for 

changes to the way services are 

delivered. This includes options to close 

up to 10 Council-run libraries (including 

Chineham) & reduce the opening hours 

in others. There is an opportunity to have 

an informal chat with HCC staff leading 

the Consultation at a public drop-in 

session at the Chineham Library on 4 

February between 2-6pm. The 

Consultation is open until 18 March. Full 

details of all proposals can be found at 

www.hants.gov.uk/library-consultation. 
 

Household Waste Recycling Centre: 

Hampshire County Council is advising 

local residents to register their car to 

access the Household Waste Recycling 

Centre (HWRC) on Wade Road. Automatic 

Number Plate Recognition cameras will 

check the registration of vehicles entering 

the HWRC against the number plates that 

have been registered with the Hampshire 

database. Hampshire residents who have 

pre-registered up to 3 cars or 4x4s will be 

able to freely enter the sites without any 

delays or further checks being required. 

Vehicles that are not on the system will 

be flagged to HWRC site staff who can 

then approach the customer and discuss 

the situation. For further information 

please go to www.hants.gov.uk/

wasteandrecycling/recyclingcentres/

vehicle-registration. 
 

Precept: At the January meeting of the 

Parish Council, it was agreed that a 

precept of £38,800 be requested from 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 

for 2020/21. The precept request 

equates to a contribution of 
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approximately £12.39 per annum for a 

typical Band D property. 
 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 10 February. 

The meeting starts at 7.45pm in the 

Community Rooms at the Chineham 

Village Hall. The Parish Council is here to 

help the residents of Chineham, so if 

there is a Chineham issue you are 

concerned about, please feel free to 

contact the Clerk, Sally Jackson on 

0 1 2 5 6  4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the Assistant 

Clerk, Julia Johnston on 01256 324345 

or email assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Sally Jackson 

 

Linguatastic 
Last month, we wrote about Epiphany 

and how it is celebrated in Italy. Well, in 

our French and Spanish classes at the 

beginning of January, we also celebrated 

Epiphany when children (and adults) had 

the opportunity to try the Epiphany cakes 

which are eaten in France and Spain. 

The cakes were brought back especially 

from the respective countries so that our 

learners got a “real taste” – pardon the 

pun – for the culture! 
 

This month, there will be some “crêpes” 

on offer to those learning French, as we 

celebrate “La Chandeleur” (Candlemas 

in English). Now, La Chandeleur is not to 

be confused with Shrove Tuesday/ 

Pancake Day. It was originally a religious 

festival, stemming from pagan traditions 

celebrating the fertility of the earth and 

the beginning of the end of winter. 

Pancakes were a good way of using up 

the extra wheat ahead of the new 

harvest. And symbolically, a pancake 

looks like a sun, so it was a reason to 

rejoice as the days started to get longer.  
 

What in the UK is referred to as “Shrove 

Tuesday”, is in France, known as “Mardi 

Gras” (Fat Tuesday), when lots of fatty 

foods get eaten before the fasting period 

starts on Ash Wednesday. And talking of 

Lent, the season of reflection, it brings to 

mind the time of reflection we were 

having before Christmas when we tried 

to remind the children how it’s important 

to think about others too. One way we 

did this was by singing at Tesco 

Chineham as part of its Toy Bank Appeal 

and we’ve just heard that between our 

German group and the many other 

groups who sang there, £945.58 was 

raised. This, along with instore 

fundraising and donations of money and 

toys, meant that over 942 gifts were 

passed on to local Children's Services! 
 

Fiona Biermann 

 

Chineham Village Club 
After the busy festive period, we are 

entering a quiet period for the club, 

during which we are planning to 

completely refurbish the lounge bar. 

When this takes place, the lounge bar 

will shut for a short period of time, but 

the sports bar will remain open so that 

our members can watch all the key 

sporting events on our big screen. This 

includes the action from this year’s six 

nations rugby, which starts on 1st 

February when two of outsiders for the 

tournament, Wales and Italy meet. 

Details of all the six nations fixtures are 

posted in the club. 
 

John Prince  
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My Fair Lady by BAOS 
 

BAOS proudly presents the timeless 

My Fair Lady, The Haymarket 

Basingstoke, 17 – 21 March. My Fair 

Lady made theatre history when it 

opened on Broadway and was an 

amazing sell out for years. This is the 

well-loved tale of Eliza Doolittle’s 

transformation from grubby cockney 

’sparrar‘ when Henry Higgins bet 

Colonel Pickering that he could pluck 

her from the gutter and transform her 

in six months into a lady of grace. 
 

Also known for the Oscar-winning film, 

My Fair Lady is that rare musical by 

which all others are measured. The 

story of a cockney flower girl changed 

into an elegant lady features one of 

musical theatre’s greatest scores, by 

composers Lerner and Loewe, 

including ‘A Little Bit Of Luck’, 

‘Wouldn’t It Be Loverly’, ‘On The Street 

Where You Live’ and ’Get Me to the 

Church on time’. 
 

Basingstoke Amateur Operatic Society 

will wow audiences when they perform 

this tremendous hit show. It is a 

perfect combination of witty comedy, 

romance and drama. A musical for 

everyone of all ages. In fact, it makes 

you want to ‘dance all night’ and is one 

not to be missed! Tickets can be 

purchased through Anvil Arts by 

visiting www.anvilarts.org.uk/whats-

on/event/my-fair-lady or calling the 

box office on 01256 844244. Ticket 

prices: opening night £20, Wednesday 

– Saturday £25 (including Saturday 

matinee), over 65s, under 16s and f/t 

students £2 off, excluding opening 

performance. Ticket prices include 

£2.50 Anvil Arts booking fee. 
 

Rebecca Greenhill 

Age Concern Info Morning 

This is a call to all older people, their 

carers and families. Age Concern 

Hampshire is holding an Information 

Morning on Wednesday 25th March 

10am to 1pm at St. Michael’s Church 

Cottage, which is right in the centre of 

town, just behind M&S and St Michaels 

Church. There is a café on site, serving 

drinks, light refreshments and meals. 
 

This is a great chance to find out about 

local and national organisations who 

work with older people in and around the 

town. This event is always very well 

attended and has a great buzz about it. 

This is what people had to say about the 

event last year:  

-‘It’s very good to have everything under 

one roof. I didn’t know about some of 

these organisation before today’,  

-‘I received useful advice about carbon 

monoxide detectors from Hampshire 

Fire’,  

-‘I’d come along again, it’s been so 

helpful and everyone was so nice’. 
 

This will give you the opportunity to meet 

up, discuss and ask any questions you 

may have, so do pop along. If you require 

more information then please contact the 

Age Concern Basingstoke office on 

01256 423874. Please note there is no 

public parking on site. 
 

Kirsty Bennett 
 

Old Basing Tennis Club 

4 courts and clubhouse next to the 

cricket & football pitches. The new 

season starts in April. Join us to get fit 

and have some fun! Find out more on our 

website, Facebook or email us on 

obtc.information@gmail.com. Coaching 

courses by JB Tennis Academy. 
 

Penny Luke 
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personally pay the costs of the Club so that 

everything we raise goes to charity. We look 

forward to seeing you! Contact Ann Vicars: 

av@mypostoffice.co.uk. 
 

Ann Vicars 
 

Civil Service 

Retirement Fellowship 

The speaker this month was Barbara 

Cummings who since her last visit to us 

had undertaken cycling tours of the 

beautiful Indian State of Kerala, Morocco, 

including the Sahara Desert, and the 

West Coast of America, from Seattle to 

San Francisco.  She showed us some of 

the many photographs she had taken 

and regaled us with details of some of the 

more uncomfortable parts of the trips (a 

ride on a camel in the desert for instance) 

along with descriptions of some of the 

more colourful characters she had met.   
 

In India particularly she was invited into 

people’s homes sharing experiences and 

stories while in America it was the 

personalities she met at campsites who 

were the most interesting and unusual.  

We look forward to hearing from her 

again after her next journeys. The group’s 

next outings are on Thu 13th Feb to 

Bletchley Park and then on Wed 25th 

Mar to Dorney Court. 
 

The next meeting is on 5th Feb when the 

speaker will be Allen Purkiss, a former 

traffic policeman with a talk titled “Thrill 

and Spills”. The group meets on the first 

Wednesday of each month at Brookvale 

Village Hall from 10am to 12noon and all 

retired Civil Servants, their relatives and 

friends are welcome. Further details 

about the group and information about 

our trips can be obtained by contacting 

csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com. 

 

David Cowling 

Lions Lennie Love-In 
On Sat 22 Feb 9am-4pm Lennie, the 

loved Basingstoke Lions Club’s mascot, 

will be residing in and around his ‘lair’ in 

Old Basing Mall, along with some of his 

friends from the Club. Usually only seen at 

a fête, fayre or supermarket where he 

may be cheerily relieving you of any very 

welcome donations to the many causes 

the Club supports, this is a day when a 

gentle hug, cuddle or ‘hi-five’ would be 

very likely (but he’ll still relieve you of any 

donations you feel the urge to offer!). 
 

In addition, children can become ‘Little 

Lions’, as the renowned local face-painter 

Kiri will, between 11am-3pm and for a 

small fee, send them away with leonine 

faces! And to the lucky first 30 children to 

the ‘lair’, Lennie will give a free ‘colour-it-

yourself’ Lion facemask (limit 1 per child). 
 

You might like to take a photographic 

memento – just step into our huge Lion 

picture, alone or with a friend, pass one of 

us your camera /phone and we’ll do the 

rest. Or we’ll take the photo for you and 

send it on. You can purchase as many 

raffle tickets as wished to win the most 

adorable cutesy lion cub cuddly toy, which 

is very definitely looking to find its own 

‘lair’ in someone’s home. 
 

For the grown-ups? Come and learn about 

the work of our amazing organisation, in 

existence for over 100 years and the 

largest voluntary service in the world with 

1.4 million members. Its history in 

Basingstoke spans 52 of those years, 

during when it has collected and thus 

donated over £500,000, of which around 

90% has been spent to support the local 

community and the balance has gone to 

support international disaster relief efforts 

in the wake of earthquakes and storms. 

What’s more, as the above might indicate, 

we’ve had such fun doing it that we 



 

 

Big Basingstoke Sleep-Out 
Julian House and the Camrose Centre 

Basingstoke are inviting people to sign 

up for a special challenge which also 

promises to be a highly memorable 

experience - The Big Basingstoke Sleep-

Out. Sleep out for just one night under 

the stars, on Sat 21st Mar in The War 

Memorial Park and make an incredible 

difference to those forced to sleep out 

every night. Julian House provides life 

changing support to over 1,000 people 

every year. They operate over 40 

projects, accommodation sites and 

social enterprises across the South 

West.  
 

In Basingstoke the charity’s Assertive 

Outreach Team provide a real 

opportunity for people desperate to 

move away from rough sleeping. In 

addition the Community Activities 

Network offers a varied timetable of 

activities, drop in sessions and events 

which promote independence, well-being 

and social inclusion. The Camrose 

Centre Basingstoke makes a real 

difference to homeless people's lives: a 

private place to wash and freshen up - 

something that most people take for 

granted. However for those who are 

sleeping on the streets the simple act of 

washing and using toilet facilities can be 

very difficult to access. The Centre offers 

a safe place for homeless people to feel 

good with wash kits and fresh towels 

supplied by staff. Both organisations are 

delighted to have Newbury Building 

Society on board as the main sponsor 

for the event.  
 

The Big Basingstoke Sleep-Out is aimed 

at families, groups of friends and work 

colleagues, with no age limit for those 

taking part. Also welcome will be teams 

from Scout and Guide groups, 

organisations and companies, who can 

rally together to take on the challenge. 

Supporting the Sleep-Out gives members 

of the public the chance to empathise 

with those who are forced to sleep on 

the streets and raise sponsorship to help 

Julian House & The Camrose Centre 

support them: not just changing lives - 

often saving lives. 
 

How to get involved: 

• Eventbrite - sign up to the event for 

free at Eventbrite. 

• Online - further details can be found at 

www.bigbasingstokesleepout.co.uk. 

• Email - for further information email 

bigbasingstokesleepout@julianhouse.org

.uk. 
 

Rachel Avent 
 

Closure of Chineham Library 

I do hope that everyone will take part in the 

consultation regarding the Hampshire 

County Council's preferred option to close 

10 libraries, including  Chineham library.  

See https://www.hants.gov.uk/library-

consultation. Chineham library is the only 

tier 2 library (catchment population 30,000 

-55,000) library on the closure list. The 

other 9 proposed closures are all Tier 3 

(catchment population 10,000 – 25,000).  

With the enormous expansion of housing 

in the area in the future, as well as the 

redevelopment of Chineham Shopping 

Centre I do wonder what the catchment 

population will be by 2025.  
 

According to the Consultation paper the 

Chineham library building is freehold. 

Perhaps the potential sale of the building/

land during the redevelopment of 

Chineham shopping centre has skewed 

the analysis? 

 

Sandie Tapping 
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Four Lanes Community Centre 
Good Companions over 55s Group: Four 

Lanes Community Centre, 3rd Tuesday of 

every month. 

Pegasus Karate Club: Traditional Wado 

Ryu Karate for beginners and advanced 

students. Weds 7—9.00pm at Four Lanes 

Junior School. Contact: 07733 410370. 

Zumba: Mons: 7.30—8.30pm, Tues: 7.00—

8.00pm. £5.25 Mon and £6.00 Tues, pay 

as you go. Contact: Lisa 07884 267722. 

Summit Judo: Fridays 3.40-4.40pm. 

Contact Paul Hamilton, email 

info@summitjudo.co.uk or call 07917. 

Holiday Play Schemes: Session A: 

8.30am—4.00pm, £16.75. Session B: 

8.30am—5.30pm £20.00. These clubs are 

available to infant and junior children who 

attend the school full time. 
 

Virginia Wyatt 
 

Four Lanes Infant School 
We have already been very busy in school 

since the Christmas holidays ended only 

just over a week ago! In Geography, Year 2 

have been learning about the seven 

continents and have learnt them in a song 

in order of size; Asia, Africa, North America, 

South America, Antarctica, Europe and 

finally Australia (in our atlas it was labelled 

Oceania). We used pictures of the world 

and continents, globes, atlases, maps and 

google maps to explore the World. We 

received a letter from Little Red Riding 

Hood to help her because the Big Bad Wolf 

was eating everyone in Fairy Tale land so 

we made a Wanted poster to warn people 

because he was in disguise. We had to 

describe what he looks like, what he likes, 

what he will do and what happens if we 

don’t catch him! We have been learning 

about staying safe on the internet, e-safety. 

Don’t tell strangers any personal 

information like your name, where you live 

or your school. You need to tell an adult if 

you are unsure about anything or don’t 

know someone or before downloading 

anything. In Maths we are learning about 

multiplication, times means lots of, it can 

be a quicker way of adding the same 

number together. 
 

Year 1 have been learning about Jack and 

the Beanstalk and have been on a walk 

around Chineham to look at the main 

features and to find the best place for the 

Giant to build his castle. They looked at the 

human features (things that humans have 

built like fences and buildings) and physical 

features (things there naturally like trees, 

flowers and grass). They have been 

thinking about the sorts of weather there 

would be in winter. They have been 

recording the weather every day and writing 

information about the winter season.  
 

Year R have also been learning about 

winter and thinking about what you would 

wear in the winter when it is cold. They 

have been exploring the weather and 

animals that like the cold. They have been 

trying to make an igloo (homes for 

explorers or people who live in very cold 

places) out of sugar cubes, they have been 

making snowflakes and exploring ice. Their 

challenge has been to explore how to keep 

an ice cube frozen for as long as possible 

and what is the best thing to do.  
 

Emily Battershall and Ethan Dowson 
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A Sad Goodbye...  
I wanted to express my sadness at the 

news that after 32 years with 1st 

Chineham Scout Group, Steve and Helen 

Wood have stepped down from the 

Group. If you have ever been part of 

Scouting in Chineham, you will be aware 

of just how much they have given to the 

group over the years. Everything from 

welcoming new Beavers Scouts on their 

first evening, arranging amazing camps 

for Cubs and Scouts, fundraising for the 

local community to attending community 

events at Four Lanes and Great Binfields. 

They have been an integral part of the 

group and key to much of its success.  
 

The last few years have been challenging 

for the whole group as the entire Scouting 

Movement has changed considerably. 

Scouting has become much more 

focussed on process, systems and 

targets, more like a business than a 

volunteer group. However, Steve and 

Helen have always put the young people 

first, providing an exciting, challenging 

and safe program for Cubs and Scouts.  
 

As a family, we have all been involved in 

Scouting at 1st Chineham; myself and my 

husband as section assistants, and both 

of our boys as Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and 

then as Young Leaders. It has been a 

really fun part of our lives and a time that 

we will always treasure. I am sure that the 

group will not allow them to leave without 

making a fuss, but on a personal level I 

would to thank Steve and Helen for 

everything they have given to the group 

over the years and wish them love and 

the very best of luck for whatever 

adventure lies ahead of them! 
 

Laura Robinson & the Robinson Family 

 

 

Save Chineham Library   
As you will probably have heard, or read in 

Jo’s editorial, HCC are proposing the 

closure of Chineham Library. As a vital 

community hub and resource, its closure 

will affect many people, including those 

learning to read, seeking to connect with 

others, or relying on library internet access. 

According to the consultation, over 90,000 

items are issued by Chineham Library each 

year. If you like data, I would encourage 

you to scrutinise the data in the final pages 

of the consultation before deciding 

whether Chineham Library is “one of the 

poorest performers”.  
 

A small group of volunteers is coordinating 

an opposition to the closure. If you would 

like to be involved, please email the 

editor@chinehamchat.com, who will put 

you in touch. If you can’t help organise, but 

want to make a difference, then please: 

1) Respond to the consultation using the 

HCC response form, which is available via 

the HCC website. You can also request a 

paper copy from the library. A short link to 

the form is here: tiny.cc/hccsurvey 

2) Attend the drop-in session at Chineham 

Library, scheduled for 2-6pm on 4th Feb.  

3) Keep an eye on Chineham Community 

Noticeboard’s Facebook page for details of 

events and social media campaigns. 

4) Write a letter to your MP.  

5) If you haven’t already, add your name to 

the petition at: tiny.cc/chinehamlibrary 
 

A few eager volunteers crunching data will 

not be enough. A well-constructed 

opposition argument will not be enough. If 

we are going to save our library, we need 

every person who cares about it to be 

active in opposition. We need big crowds, 

and big crowds can easily be made up of 

individuals who weren’t sure whether their 

presence would make any difference. 
 

L Skeats 
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Kids’ Chat! 

43 

www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk 
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