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January 2020 

You may have noticed our beautiful Chat cover in December, drawn by a pupil 

from Four Lanes Infant School. What you would not have known is that this year 

the winner received a pretty amazing prize—a family ticket to the Aladdin 

pantomime, thanks to the generosity of Anvil Arts. I also had the pleasure of 

attending the Anvil recently myself, to see comedian Ben Elton live. In that show, 

Ben exhorted his audience to support their local arts facilities, due to the lack of 

national/central funding for such luxuries in austere times. This has got me 

thinking. We often do a new year/new resolutions theme in the January Chat, 

talking about volunteering, getting involved in the local community or other 

laudable aims. This year, perhaps our resolution should be to support our local 

arts institutions.  
 

We are incredibly fortunate to have several local facilities here in Basingstoke; not just 

the Anvil but also the Haymarket and the Forge. We attract national-level performers, all 

on our doorstep and with easy access. There is comedy, music, theatre, children’s 

shows, dance—something for everyone. Could everyone in Chineham find a few things 

to see this year? Let’s keep the arts going in 2020. 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material and on © Corel Corporation items in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Hall 

We hope you all had a lovely Christmas 

and new year and that you have a 

prosperous and happy 2020. During 

January there may be works being carried 

out in a section of the playground. Whilst 

these works are carried out, could you 

please ensure children keep away from 

this area for their own safety. The 

children’s classes return in early Jan and 

details of all classes/events are: 
 

Main Hall 

Mon: Gym Minis, 9.30–11.30 am, Shelley 

07769 916299; Pilates, 12-1pm, Pam 

pamsteele@idnet.com; David Smith Dance, 

www.davidsmithdance.com, David 07791 

749163; 3rd Chineham Brownies, 5.30–

6.55pm; 1st Chineham Guides, 7–9pm 

Tue: Caterpillar Music, 9.40–11.40am, 

Jasmin 07952 935021; Lyndon School of 

Dance, 3.30–6.45pm, Lyndendance 

@aol.com; Yoga, 7-8pm, Chris 07712 

427428; Clubbercise, 8.15–9.15pm 

Wed: Tots Play, 10.15am–12.45pm; 

Lynden School of Dance, 3.45–6pm, 

Lyndendance@aol.com; Weight Watchers, 

6.30-8.00pm, 07884 240215 

Thu: Slimming World, sessions 9am, 

11am, 5.30pm, 7.30pm, Faith 07966 

933994 

Fri: Caterpillar Music, 9.30–1.15pm, 

Jasmin 07952 935021; Lynden School of 

Dance, 3.45-6pm, Lyndendance@aol.com; 

David Smith Dance, www.david 

smithdance.com, 07791 749163 

Sun: Karate, 6.30-8pm, Sam 07919 

338556, David Smith Dance, www.david 

smithdance.com, David 07791 749163 
 

Community Rooms 

Mon: 1st Chineham Rainbow Guides, 5.30

-6.30pm; Craft Circle, 1st and 3rd Mon of 

each month, 7.30-10pm 

Wed: Art Venturers, 9.30–10.30am, 

07775 911990, www.artventurers.co.uk; 

Nightingale Ballet Class 2–3pm; Yoga, 

7.15–8.30pm, Maria 07771 921185 

Thu: Little Pumas, 4-6pm, Kate 07887 

993207  

Fri: Russian Children’s Community Group 

4.30–5.30pm 
 

If you are looking for a venue to hold a 

regular class or meeting, or wish to enquire 

about booking a party, contact our booking 

line on 07935 328172, email 

chinehamvillagehall@gmail.com or see 

www.ch inehamvi l lagehal l .co .uk. 

Unfortunately, we do not accept bookings 

for teenage or 21st birthday parties. Please 

note: our booking clerk is not available 

during the day but will return your call if you 

leave a message. Missed calls with no 

message are not followed up. 
 

Lynne Hughes 

 

Chineham Library 
We hope that you had an enjoyable 

Christmas and will find something to 

tempt you at the library in the New Year. 

There are two events to look forward to, 

both costing £5 to attend, with tickets 

obtainable from the library and the online 

shop. On 26th Mar we have former police 

officer Ken Wells sharing insights into 

‘Scenes of Crime’ investigations. Then on 

the 23rd Apr we have Tony Keep talking 

about the Great Train Robbery. Both talks 

commence at 6pm. Tickets for our talks 

sell out quickly, so early booking is 

advised. 
 

Our regular activities for adults continue 

as usual into the New Year. The general 

reading group meets on the 25th Jan at 

the usual time of 10.30am. Our social 

drop-in group Cuppa and Chat meet 

weekly on Weds at 10.30am in the Acorn 

Room, and both would welcome you. Or if 

you would like to improve your IT skills in 

the New Year, Age Concern continue to 
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offer individual tuition to the over 50s for 

a £5 donation. Sessions can be booked 

through their office on 01256 423874 

and take place on Wed mornings. There 

is good availability of places at present. 
 

Our numerous children’s activities also 

resume after the Christmas break, with 

the rhymetimes on Tues mornings for 

under ones at 10am and over ones at 

11am. Storytimes take place every 

Saturday of the month except the first 

one, at 11am. The first Sat of every 

month we hold our drop-in craft sessions  

10–12pm. All ages are welcome to 

attend these. Our Chatterbooks group for 

junior school age children meets monthly 

after school on Thursdays, please ask the 

staff for details. 
 

We are also now offering room hire, with 

slots available during and outside library 

opening hours. The Acorn Room is 

competitively priced from £7 an hour. 

Further details are available on request. 

For more up-to-date information remember 

to follow us on social media. 
 

Cathy Foster 
 

Chineham WI 
Firstly, thank you to everyone who came 

to our annual Christmas Craft Fair on 

16th Nov. Unfortunately, the attendance 

was not as high as in previous years, 

possibly because Festival Place chose to 

open their Christmas shopping event that 

same day. Nevertheless, we made a 

profit of just over £277 which will help us 

to fund our projects in the coming year. A 

huge thank you to everyone who 

supported our event.  
 

Members of Chineham WI gathered 

around the tables for an evening of 

crafting at our November meeting. We 

each created a colourful Christmas tree 

bauble using approximately 140 tiny 

squares of four different fabrics and a 

polystyrene bauble. Each square was 

wrapped around a knitting needle, 

dipped in PVA glue and poked into the 

polystyrene ball to create a colourful 

textured bauble for our Christmas trees. It 

was amazing the variety of designs the 

members created from the same basic 

materials. No two baubles were alike! 

Many thanks to Sally and Cindy for 

preparing the kits and showing us how to 

create our Christmas decorations. We 

held our annual Christmas lunch at the 

Jekyll and Hyde at the beginning of 

December. The food was super and there 

was plenty of it! Seventeen members 

attended and the event proved an 

excellent introduction to the festive 

season.  
 

Our first meeting of 2020 is on Mon 27th 

Jan in the Shaftesbury Room at Christ 

Church, Reading Road. Here is your 

opportunity to learn to dance in the 

Bollywood style under the instruction of 

Annabel Brash! On Wed 5th February we 

will be holding our annual meal, this year 

at Tang Chinese Restaurant in 

Basingstoke. And we have a theatre trip 

to see My Fair Lady planned for March, 

as well as the regular monthly meetings, 

of course. are most welcome to come 

along and join us at our meeting in 

January and are sure of a warm welcome. 

The annual subscription is £43 which 

covers 11 monthly meetings and six bi-

monthly editions of WI Life magazine. You 

will also qualify for reduced rates on the 

many courses and workshops held at 

Denman College, near Abingdon (about 

an hour's drive away) and to attend our 

Scrabble club, gardening club and/or 

lunch club. We very much look forward to 

meeting you. Happy New Year! 
 

Pam Malcolm 
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Probus Club 
It’s been another successful calendar 

year for the Probus Club of 

Basingstoke. You know the one, just 

for retired male managers; but it’s not 

all male domination as their social 

events involve the ladies. Just like 

their black tie Christmas dinner held at 

the Test Valley golf club where fifty 

people had an enjoyable night 

accompanied by 60s and 70s music 

and dancing. 
 

President Richard Wood is confident 

that the future looks rosy with several 

trips in the pipe line which wives and 

friends can attend. The world famous 

Morgan car factory in Malvern will be 

an attraction not just for car buffs but 

maybe a spot of shopping and taking 

in the local medicinal waters will add 

something to the day. And what about 

a visit to Highgrove House where their 

Royal Highnesses The Prince of Wales 

and The Duchess of Cornwall allow 

garden tours with expert guides. Or a 

visit to Bletchley Park that played such 

an important role in WW2 with the 

cracking of the German Enigma code 

and was the birthplace of modern 

information technology.  
 

Richard waxed lyrical about the 

monthly business style meetings 

where guest speakers entertain 

members with a diverse range of 

subjects. January has retired radio 

reporter Alan Jones, who will give 

examples of weird and wonderful and 

downright crazy stories, from nudists 

to royalty, dangerous animals and 

nervous bishops, giving truth to what 

can happen and go wrong when there 

is a live microphone. February has 

member Stephen Thair, who had a 

private pilot’s licence, discussing Birds 

and Planes with shared names and 

features and some exotic species from 

his time working in the tropics. March 

has author Mel Rees with amusing 

observations about his family and the 

national scene all in a very non 

polit ically correct style which 

guarantees laughter throughout his 

p r e s e n t a t i o n .  S e e 

www.probusbasingstoke.club for more 

information. 

 

Paul Flint 

 

Rotary Club 
Basingstoke and Deane Rotary 12th 

Charity Concert: the Band of Her 

Majesty's Royal Marines. Sunday 26th 

January, 3.00pm, at The Anvil, 

Basingstoke. Expect a variety of music 

which in the past has included music 

from the movies, swing band, TV 

adverts and good ol’ fashioned 

patriot ic tunes known by all 

generations. The majestic full concert 

Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines, 

the Royal Corps of Drummers and 

spec ia l  gues ts  The  Che lsea 

Pensioners, will again make this a very 

special event. Tickets: £29, £25, 

available from The Anvil Box Office 

01256 844244, box.office@anvilart. 

 

Lindy Richardson 

 

NWR 
For our December meeting our group got 

into the festive spirit with our annual 

Christmas lunch which was held in the 

very nice and newly refurbished Pavilion 

tea rooms. The sun shone, the wine 

flowed, the delicious food was devoured 

with relish and the chatter was lively. 

After much laughter (and not a little 

cheating!) a light hearted quiz was 
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completed, a dubious winning team 

declared and chocolaty treats 

distributed so a good time was had by 

all. 
 

Sadly we did not win the Nationwide 

quiz that took place last month but in 

case any of you are still scratching 

your heads over the starter clue I 

mentioned last time: skirt foundation 

without the drink at the end. The 

answer was farthing (farthingale, a 

hooped petticoat, without the ale). Our 

book group was also in Christmas 

mode for our December meeting 

where we had wine and mince pies 

and a book swap, as well as making 

recommendations for the books we 

would like to read next year. 
 

We welcome new members so if you 

are looking for something a little 

d i f fe rent ,  en joy  some l i ve l y 

conversation and a variety of activities 

to choose from then do come along 

and check us out with no obligation to 

join. We usually meet in the afternoon 

in each others homes on the first 

Monday of the month. Our lunch club 

meets at various venues on different 

days of the week and our book lovers 

meet 8pm every 4th Thursday. For 

more information about NWR do look 

at the website: nwr.org.uk or to find 

out more about our group do get in 

t o u c h .  E m a i l  S a n d i e  o n 

sand ra . ta p p i ng@ gma i l . com o r 

telephone Karen Dann on 01256 

328488. 

 

Diane Hope 

 

Basingstoke Neighbour Care 

We provide a service for elderly people 

in YOUR community, particularly for 

those who find it difficult to use public 

transport or lack the confidence to go 

out on their own. We provide a driving 

service to pick them up from home, 

take them to their appointment and 

bring them home again, using our 

volunteers own car. We also take 

clients shopping, to social events such 

as lunch clubs, helping them remain 

part of their community. 
 

Drivers Required: We need drivers who 

can spare a few hours a week during 

the day time, Mon to Fri, and who have 

a car that is comprehensively insured 

and suitable for carrying an elderly 

person. In return we will cover your 

petrol cost from home—currently we 

pay 45p per mile. Some of our drivers 

currently work shifts and can only offer 

1 or part of a day per week but even 

this amount of time can help us. You 

can choose what hours/days you are 

available and what duties you 

undertake. 
 

Befrienders Required: Would you have 

an hour a week free? Many elderly 

people would love to have someone to 

come and see them for a cup of tea 

and a chat. You could be the first 

person they see that week who has 

time just for them! You will gain great 

satisfaction and help them to relieve 

their loneliness. We try to find you 

someone who lives near to you so that 

if you do not have your own transport 

you can walk to them. But if you have 

to use your car or public transport we 

will reimburse your costs. We 

particularly need people who are 

available during the daytime on 

weekdays. 
 

We need people who have time and 

patience and like talking to elderly 

people. You need to have good 

listening skills and be able to show 
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empathy. We will provide you with 

training and support and match you 

with one of our clients. Our befriending 

co-ordinator will take you to your first 

meeting with our client and support 

you as necessary. 
 

If you are interested in either or both 

of the above opportunities please 

contact us by phone on 01256 

4 2 3 8 5 5  o r  e m a i l 

info@neighbourcare.com. See our 

website www.neighbourcare.com for 

further information about our service. 

 

Hazel Tilbury 
 

Anvil Arts 
January events: 
 

Fri 24, 7.30pm, The Anvil 

Spirit of the Dance: Following its 2019 

sell-out success, the international 

smash hit and winner of nine Global 

Awards, Spirit of the Dance is back as 

it celebrates 21 fabulous years as one 

of the most successful dance shows 

ever. Irish in origin and bursting with 

raw energy, this explosive and 

powerful show combines heart-

pounding Irish dance with the sensual 

Latino rhythms of flamenco and red-

hot salsa in a thrilling production of 

strength and passion. Tickets: £30  
 

Thu 30, 7.30pm, The Haymarket 

The National Trust Fan Club: Join 

Helen Wood’s one-woman quest to 

visit every National Trust property and 

become the NT’s biggest super-fan. 

See Helen’s new show direct from its 

world premiere at the Edinburgh 

Festival Fringe, packed to the brim 

with Goretex, cream teas, and a loyal 

canine assistant (when NT rules 

allow). Running time: 75 minutes (no 

interval). Tickets: £18, under 25s and 

f/t students £15.50. 
 

Thu 30, 7.45pm, The Forge 

The Local Honeys: From the rolling 

hills of the Bluegrass and the foothills 

of the Appalachian Mountains, 

Montana Hobbs and Linda Jean 

Stokley are two exceptionally talented 

young women bringing the folk music 

of Kentucky to the UK. Tickets: £16. 

Under 25s and f/t students £14. 
 

Fri 31, 7:45pm, The Forge 

Jo Harman: Widely regarded as one of 

Europe's finest ever soul/blues fuelled 

voices, Jo Harman is an international 

touring and recording artist who 

r e m a i n s  a  g e n r e - d e f y i n g , 

independently minded artist of rare 

credibility. An artist who makes 

sincere and heartfelt music, The 

Mirror proclaimed her "UK's finest 

female soul blues voice" who, 

according to Classic Rock, writes "lip-

biting beautiful songs". Tickets: £16, 

under 25s and f/t students £14. 
 

Fri 31, 7.30pm, The Anvil 

Sandi Toksvig Live: Sandi Toksvig is 

touring her new, one-woman comedy 

show. Sandi realises some people 

harbour an ambition to be a National 

T r e a s u r e  b u t ,  f o l l o w i n g  a 

misunderstanding with a friend, has 

decided instead to become a National 

Trevor—half misprint, half Danish 

comedian, novelist, actor and 

broadcaster. Expect tall stories, 

fascinatingly funny facts, really silly 

jokes, a quick-fire Q&A and a quiz. 

Don’t expect tap-dancing, leotards or a 

forward roll. Suitable for: ages 14 and 

over. Tickets: £30. 

 

Andrea Bath 
 

 



 

 

Crime Prevention Bulletin 
5 Top Tips for Online Shopping: 

1. Use a secure internet connection 

when online shopping, and avoid using 

public wi-fi. 

2. Paying by credit card offers greater 

protection as most major credit card 

providers insure online purchases. 

Check your card’s Terms and 

Conditions for exact details. 

3. Before entering payment card 

details on a website, ensure that the 

link is secure. There should be a 

padlock symbol in the browser window 

frame, which appears when you 

attempt to log in or register. The web 

address should also begin with 

‘https://’. The ‘s’ stands for ‘secure’. 

4. Check reviews to see if there are 

reviews and recommendations from a 

trusted source. 

5. Check the web address for subtle 

misspellings, additional words and 

characters and other irregularities. For 

more info visit www.getsafeonline.org. 
 

Action Fraud Update:  

Action Fraud is warning people to be 

on the lookout for fraudulent travel 

websites and unsolicited phone calls 

from scammers promising “too good 

to be true” deals on flights (particularly 

Africa and the Indian subcontinent). 

Fraudsters most commonly cold call 

pretending to be from a travel 

company after the victim has 

unknowingly entered their personal 

details on a bogus website. After 

transferring the money for the great 

deal offered, victims may receive a 

confirmation email but any further 

attempts to contact the company will 

be unsuccessful. 
 

Courier Fraud: 3 common scams to be 

aware of: 

Scam 1: A scammer calls you, claiming 

to be from your bank or a Police 

Officer. They tell you that a fraudulent 

payment has been spotted on your 

card, or someone has been arrested 

using your card details. They’ll either 

ask you for your PIN or ask you to key 

it into your phone. No bank or other 

legitimate service will ever ask you for 

your PIN. The scammer then sends a 

courier or taxi to pick up the card from 

your home. Even the driver may not 

know they’re being used as part of the 

scam. Once the scammer has both 

your card and PIN they can spend your 

money. 

Scam 2: A scammer calls you or visits 

you, claiming to be a Police Officer. 

They tell you there is a corrupt 

member of staff at your bank/post 

office and the police need your help to 

catch them. They ask you to withdraw 

a large sum of your money, which the 

police or bank will mark, then put back 

into the banking system. They say this 

will help them identify the corrupt 

person. Once you hand the cash over, 

it’s gone forever. 

Scam 3: A scammer calls/visits you 

claiming to be a Police Officer. They 

are investigating a local jewellers for 

selling counterfeit jewellery/watches. 

They ask you to buy an expensive 

watch or piece of jewellery, to try to 

find out if counterfeit goods are being 

sold. Once you’ve bought the item, the 

scammer tells you to hand it to a taxi 

driver or courier for transfer to the 

police. The item is then simply kept by 

the scammer to be sold for monetary 

gain. 
 

Bicycle Security Tips:  

1. When out lock your bike to 

something immovable, an object a 

bike cannot be lifted over and cannot 
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be broken, cut or removed. Check the 

object is fastened to the ground. 

2. For maximum protection use two 

locks (a D-lock and a robust chain and 

padlock is ideal).  

3. Register your bike on Immobilise. 

Consider marking your bike with a bike 

wrap or similar. You can also invest in a 

bike alarm as a further deterrent. 

4. Always lock your bike up at home, 

consider installing a ground anchor and 

attach it securely to a wall or concreate 

floor. 
 

PayPal Scam: A new PayPal scam/

phishing email is going around asking 

email recipients to click on a link to 

access their PayPal account. Do not 

click on the link. 
 

Action Fraud phishing email: A new 

Action Fraud scam/phishing email is 

being sent out telling recipients that 

they have money owed to them. Do not 

c l ick on the l ink. Under no 

circumstances will Action Fraud, or a 

police force, ask you to make a payment 

in order to recover money that you may 

have lost. 
 

Hampshire Constabulary Crime 

Prevention Advisor 

 

Burns Night 

Give gifts that create memories this 

Christmas and support you local 

Cancer Charity! Purchase something 

unique and gift an experience to our 

Annual Burns Night Celebrations on 

Friday 24th January at the Apollo Hotel 

Basingstoke. RG24 9NU. 
 

Gift Cards are available to purchase 

now (early bird tickets £45pp). It 

includes: 4 course Scottish supper, 

whisky toast, traditional piper, poems, 

music, games, and much more. Call us 

today for more info and to book on 

0 7 5 3 5  3 5 0 0 6 8  o r  e m a i l 

events@thepinkplace.org.uk. 
 

Natasha Walsh 
 

 

Poppy Appeal 
I am pleased to announce that so far 

this year we have collected £20,833 

for the Poppy Appeal, thank you 

everyone for your generous donations. 

It’s spring cleaning time and Old 

Basing Royal British Legion can 

convert your old clothes, shoes, 

foreign or pre-decimal coins into Poppy 

Appeal donations. 
 

I have collection bags for clothes and 

coin collection buckets at Legion Hall 

in Crown Lane and would welcome 

your donations. When you have some 

to donate please contact either Tracey 

or Kyle Merritt after 5pm at the club or 

myself and we will be happy to see 

you. All proceeds go to the Poppy 

Appeal, if you have any questions 

please contact me, Hon Poppy Appeal 

Organiser Tim Russell on either 07772 

883964 or Hampshire.chairman 

@rbl.community. 

 

Tim Russell 

 

Dragonfly Project 

Domestic violence and abuse is an 

issue which affects all communities. 

One in four women and one in six men 

are affected by domestic abuse at 

some point in their lifetime. Currently, 

the UK government ‘Domestic Violence 

Bill 2017-2019’ is being reviewed by 

the Public Bill Committee, and if 

successful, will bring about significant 

change in support for those affected 

and prosecution of offenders 
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nationwide. This bill will introduce the 

first statutory definition of domestic 

violence and abuse, including 

economic abuse, and controlling and 

coercive non-physical abuse.  
 

The YOU Trust started The Dragonfly 

Project in 2016 in Dorset, with the aim 

of raising awareness of Domestic 

Violence and Abuse (DVA) and the 

services available with a specific focus 

on targeting isolated people and 

communities. Since the start of the 

project in Dorset, the team has 

successfully trained over 900 

members of the community to become 

champions for the Dragonfly Project, 

increasing referrals for support by 

25%.  
 

This year, the project is expanding to 

Hampshire, covering Basingstoke, 

Winchester, Andover, Eastleigh, New 

Forest, and the Isle of Wight. Across 

Hampshire you will start to see the 

Dragonfly Project emblems appearing 

in shop windows, pubs, community 

support services, salons, and more, 

providing you with the key contact 

details of who to call if you are in need 

of support. Additionally, if you see the 

Dragonfly sticker or badge, this 

indicates that the person wearing this 

is a Champion for the Dragonfly 

Project, and has received the 

necessary training to provide you with 

advice and guidance to access 

specialist DVA support.  
 

If you are interested in getting involved 

and can attend training to become a 

Champion for the Dragonfly Project, 

please contact the team. Training is 

run in group sessions of 6-20 people 

and can be organised at the group’s 

preferred location. If you have any 

enquiries regarding the project, 

services, or are in need of support 

contact The Dragonfly Project on 0800 

916 9878. 

 

Victoria Randell  

 

St. Michael’s Hospice Shops 

St. Michael’s Hospice shops have had 

another great year thanks to our 

amazing supporters. Last year our 

stores delivered a contribution to 

£593,000 to the Hospice, a 

phenomenal amount which shows how 

every item dropped off or purchased 

really does add up. 
 

As a thank you this January, we are 

offering 20% off in store! Just bring 

this article along with you and the staff 

will be happy to assist you. Gift Aid is a 

vital part of the money that we raise, 

allowing us to claim from HMRC 25p 

for every £1 spent in store. And the 

best part is, it costs you absolutely 

nothing! To make it easy for us to 

claim this gift aid, we encourage you to 

sign up for our Gift and Gain Loyalty 

cards. They allow us to claim gift aid 

on every donation you make to us and 

allow you to collect 1 loyalty point for 

every £1 you spend in our stores. Once 

you have collected 100 loyalty points 

you will get a £5 credit to spend in 

store. To encourage more people to 

sign up this January we have a refer a 

friend scheme; if you get a friend to 

sign up for Gift and Gain we will give 

each of you 50 points on your card! 
 

We hope to see you in store soon to 

wish you a happy new year and find 

some great bargains too. (Certain 

items will not qualify for the discount. 

 

Sue O’Flinn 
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
 

 

No column was submitted 

by the deadline for this 

month. 
 

 

 

 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Website: elainestill.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Borough Councillor  

Laura Edwards 
Happy new year everyone! 
 

This month we are expecting a 

decision on the redevelopment 

of the Chineham shopping 

centre, to be made at 

January’s planning committee. 

I recently met with Tellon the 

centre owners, where I raised 

the concern of us not having a 

cash machine on site. They are 

trying to find a new company to 

install one. However, due to 

people using less cash, footfall 

is low and companies feel the 

demand is not high enough. 

Cashback is available from 

Marks and Spencer’s and 

Tesco. If the planning 

application is approved Tellon 

will look to bring in cash 

machines as part of the 

redevelopment. 
 

The Night Light Winter Shelter 

has opened its doors for the 

winter. If you know or see 

someone who needs a safe 

warm bed and a hot meal 

please contact: Julian House 

on 01256 322791 or email: 

B a s i n g s t o k e -

outreach@julianhouse.org.uk. 
 

I had an enjoyable morning 

last month volunteering at the 

Woodlands Trust ‘Big Climate 

Fightback' tree planting event. 

It took place at the Crabtree 

Plantation and a range of 

1,000 native species of hedge 

saplings were planted to 

create a new hedgerow.  

Thank you to all the volunteers, 

there were so many of us we 

nearly ran out of trees!! 
 

Laura Edwards 

Tel: 07999 120252 

Cllr.laura.edwards@basingstoke.

gov.uk 

Facebook: Chineham and 

Sherfield Park Councillor 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
The start of a new decade will 

also mean a new start for the 

United Kingdom however, as I 

have to submit this 3 days 

before the result of the General 

Election, you will read this 

knowing the result and judge 

what and where our future will 

lie. 
 

This year the Manydown 

planning application will be 

presented for determination by 

the Development Control 

Committee and will kick off the 

implementation of one of the 

largest development projects in 

Hampshire. One of the reasons 

the project has taken a long 

time to arrive at this stage is 

that we, HCC and BDBC, have 

to ensure that all the 

challenges that the Manydown 

project presents have been 

correctly addressed in 

particular, highways and 

biodiversity issues that will 

impact the whole Borough. 
 

Your Ward Councillors are still 

pursuing the difficult problems 

all drivers are facing on our 

local roads from the poor and 

at times dangerous layouts of 

the roundabouts, ‘red light 

runners’ and speeding drivers. 

We will continue our pressure 

on the HCC Highways authority 

to address these. 
 

The final details for the 

redevelopment of the 

Chineham District Centre have 

been agreed and we should 

see this project proceeding this 

spring and it planned to include 

a return of a Post Office, cash 

machines and new health 

facilities. 
 

Paul Miller 

Borough Councillor 

01256 467400 

07777 659022  

Cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov  



 

 

Nature Notes 
During the last month I have been driving 

round other parts of Basingstoke and it is 

surprising how dissimilar the places are. 

Chineham has many more oak trees, old 

hazel copses and the houses are not as 

crammed together. Also thankfully, Petty’s 

Brook does not flood too much. Talking of 

that area, I have been notified by several 

people about a kingfisher being spotted 

there, so we may be lucky to see a pair 

next year, although they will have to eat a 

lot of minnows because the fish I have 

seen in the past were very tiny. If one  is 

lucky enough to get close enough to spot 

the difference, the male has an all black 

beak, whilst the female has a red patch on 

the lower part. An egret has also been 

noticed. It is becoming a more frequent 

visitor from Africa. The little egret has 

yellow feet. Is it that one? 
 

Despite the heavy rain, the majority of 

trees kept their golden leaves, especially 

the silver birch, until the end of the month. 

Even after torrential downpours it was 

interesting to see the how beautiful the 

trees looked with the trunks and main 

branches intensely dark. Some of the trees 

in Old Basing also had ivy growing up to 

add to the picturesque look. I  caught sight 

of mistletoe in huge bunches at the top of 

a tree. My day was made even more 

rewarding when I saw a mistle thrush 

nearby. The name used to be missel 

thrush after its fondness for the sticky 

berries of the mistletoe.  
 

Six long-tailed tits pop along every now and 

then to eat the food in the hanging feeders 

and they are regulars to other gardens I 

gather. A pair of red kites flew over the 

garden twisting and turning so that sun 

caught the colour which gives them the 

name. On 3rd Dec the house sparrows 

were having a lunchtime splash in the pool. 

They seem to watch the house and know 

when the cats are indoors. 
 

I received a phone call from the vet asking 

if I could home two baby hedgehogs 

because the Medstead Sanctuary was full. 

Unfortunately I was unable to assist. Good 

luck in 2020 and keep watching our 

wonderful wildlife.   
 

Ginny 479562  ginny.wright24@gmail.com 
 

Linguatastic 
Different gifts have different meanings. 

Honey signifies sweetness and peace; gold 

and other precious metals are believed to 

bring prosperity and lamps are to 

illuminate the year. Another tradition in 

Italy is to wear red underwear on 31 Dec. 

Red is considered a lucky colour which 

brings “allegria” (cheerfulness) and 

consequently good fortune. Italians also 

give the gift of red underwear to wish great 

fortune and a rich and satisfying year 

ahead. Of course, food is extremely 

important to Italians, and New Year 

customs vary from region to region, but 

sweet bread or cake is served in most 

parts of Italy, symbolising prosperity and 

hope for the new year. Lentils are also 

considered very lucky. And pork with fatty 

sausages signifies fattening wallets.  
 

On 6 Jan it’s Epiphany, another important 

festival in Italy. It is when “La Befana” 

comes to visit. The name La Befana comes 

from the word Epifania. Legend has it that 

on the way to visit Baby Jesus with their 

gifts, the Three Magi stopped at the door of 

an old woman to ask directions and to rest. 

They explained what they were doing and 

asked her if she would like to accompany 

them, but she declined. The Magi 

departed, but while she was sweeping her 

floor, La Befana changed her mind. She 

gathered some sweets as a gift and ran 

out after them, but they were long gone.  
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So, she set off by herself following the 

star and leaving sweets at every child's 

door hoping to find Baby Jesus. To this 

day, she continues her search, broom 

in hand, handkerchief on her head, 

leaving sweets and toys along the way! 
 

Fiona Biermann 
 

Minister’s Message 
New Year! New Decade! I've always loved 

welcoming in the New Year! Whether it's 

on Westminster Bridge, having an 

extravagant social occasion or whether 

it's with a few friends celebrating with 

fireworks and champagne, I enjoy 

marking the occasion. It's a privilege to be 

here on this earth for another year! 
 

We never know though, what the coming 

year will bring. In general it will be filled 

with a huge variety of experiences. 

Hopefully many of these will be enjoyable, 

productive and fulfilling but there may too 

be difficulties to face. In this uncertainty, 

or 'living with the don't know', we can find 

a foundational certainty in knowing that 

God is always present, never changes 

and has a deep love for every person. 
 

I had the adventure of discovering 

Barcelona for the first time a couple of 

months ago! Some friends did all the 

organising so I could just enjoy every 

minute! There is so much in this vibrant 

city that buzzes with life both day and 

night! Being artistically inclined, there was 

so much to absorb and be immersed in 

and of course, the Gaudi elements were 

a large part of that. It was a privilege to 

see the extraordinary art, architecture, 

engineering, innovation and pure genius 

of this man who built and designed with 

symbolic clarity. 
 

But another building also impacted me 

and in fact moved me deeply, as I learnt 

of the reason why the Concert Hall was 

placed in the middle of an ordinary 

neighbourhood. At the end of the 1800's 

a choral society had been created for the 

people of a local area and the architect 

wanted to build a wonderful concert hall 

so that the choirs had a special place to 

perform. Rather than this beautiful 

structure being placed in an important 

location to be observed from afar, it was 

built in the middle of the neighbourhood 

which housed the ordinary people who 

formed the choirs. So it's crammed in 

between houses and access is via tiny 

streets but it is stunningly beautiful.  
 

We have just celebrated Christmas and 

the fact that God laid down his grandeur 

and came to live in simplicity among us 

all. And this presence isn't a one off for a 

particular occasion, but God 'moved into 

the neighbourhood' to be with us, his 

people. To strengthen us if we need it, to 

celebrate with us, to teach us, to cry with 

us, to forgive us and even to swap our 

bad bits for the good! 
 

Should you wish to know more about the 

possibility of living life with God, the 

introductory course 'Alpha' is going on in 

many places across the country. We have 

one starting in Basingstoke in January 

and if you would like more info, contact 

Hazel Marchment on 01256 316000. 
 

Hazel Marchment 
 

Christ Church Activities 

Sunday services: We welcome all at our 9 

and 10.30am services. The 9am service 

is smaller and more reflective, using  

traditional hymns. At 10.30am we have a 

music band and groups for children and 

young people from 0-16.  

Prayer: If you would like to come and pray 

at the Church you would be most 

welcome. Our Prayer Room is open 
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whenever the building is open you are 

welcome to drop in to sit and pray in 

silence, or if you would like someone to 

pray with or for you we can arrange that. 

We meet weekly to pray on alternate 

Sunday and Monday evenings; you would 

be most welcome to join us (please 

contact the office for details). We also 

have a regular Prayer Morning each 

Wednesday from 9.30-10am. 

Further information: if you would like to 

know more about the life and activities of 

Christ Church please drop in to see Gill in 

the office: Mon: 8-4, Tue: 9-12, Wed: 9-

12, Thu: 8-2.30, Fri: 8-4. See: 

www.christchurchchineham.org.uk, 

email: hello@christchurchchineham. 

org.uk, phone: 01256 474280, 

f a c e b o o k / i n s t a g r a m : 

chr istchurchchineham,  twi t ter : 

@ccChineham. 
 

Weekly Groups: 

Sparklers: Tues and Thurs, 10am to 

11.30am, in term-time, for pre-school 

children and parents/grandparents/

carers for free play, refreshments, games, 

stories from the Bible and songs. Each 

week there is a craft for the children to 

take home. We ask for £1.50 per child as 

a contribution towards the cost of 

refreshments. All enquiries to Katy Lowe 

at the church office. We encourage adults 

attending to help with setting up and 

clearing away if they are able to. First 

session is Tues 7th January. 

Newborn to Parenting Course: Running at  

the same time as Sparklers from 

Thursday 9th, for 5 weeks we have a 

FREE Newborn to Parenting course 

starting. “Life with a newborn and a 

growing baby can be very challenging but 

extremely rewarding. This course is 

aimed at helping parents find their feet 

during the early weeks and months. We 

provide a relaxed meeting place where 

parents can share information, 

experiences and get support and also 

build confidence”. To reserve your place 

c o n t a c t  K a t y  L o w e  a t 

cfl@christchurchchineham.org.uk. 

Coffee & Co: Mon 9.30-11.30am, term 

time. Enjoy mouth-watering home-made 

cakes, fresh coffee from our friendly 

team, plus lots of toys for babies and tots. 

First one in January is Mon 6th.  

Swap Shop: No Swap Shop in Dec or Jan. 

The next one will be on Mon 3 Feb 9.30-

11.30am. 
 

This Month: 

Coffee, Chat & Craft Group: The group will 

continue to meet on alternate Tuesday 

afternoons from 1-3.30pm, but to kick 

start the year, we will be taking the 

Christmas tree down on Monday 6th Jan 

after which we will have 4 days when we 

will focus on blanket making, meeting 

from 10am-4.00pm each day of that 

week. We will then work on the blankets 

on alternate Tuesday afternoons from 1-

3.30pm or people can take squares 

home to make up into blankets. For 

further information contact the Church 

Office. Why not come and join us? 

Messy Church: Monday 27 Jan 3.45-

5.45pm. Come and join us for Messy 

Games, share a meal and have some  

fun. Parents must stay with their children. 

Free, but donations welcome. 

123 Matinee Group: Tues 14 January 1-

3pm. This social/support group is aimed 

at “older friends” although everyone is 

welcome. No charge  but a £1 voluntary 

donation is welcomed. You will find a 

warm welcome, plenty of people to chat 

to, along with lovely refreshments and our 

usual quiz and seated exercises. If you 

are interested in coming along and/or 

helping you will be made most welcome. 

We may be able to arrange a lift - just let 

us know in plenty of time. 
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Daytime Holy Communion: Tues 28 

January at 11am. A small friendly group 

of worshippers meets monthly to receive 

Holy Communion – all are welcome. And 

why not stay on afterwards for the Lunch 

club that follows Communion – read on 

for details. 
 

Luncheon Club: Tues 28 January at 12 

noon. £5 adults, £3 children. Any 

special dietary requirements please let 

us know. Also call us if you would like a 

lift as we may be able to arrange it. 

Contact Jan Markey on 01256 

356829 or call the office on 474280. 
 

Charity collections: we continue to 

collect stamps (new and used), old 

biros, postcards, spectacles, tools, tins 

and packets of food, and tops from 

supermarket milk bottles for charity. 

We also collect most items of men’s 

clothing and socks for the Camrose 

Centre for the homeless, and garden 

tools which we pass on to a charity 

helping developing countries. 
 

Room hire: rooms are available to hire 

either on a one-off or regular basis, for 

children’s parties, meetings, and other 

events. Contact us for details or look 

on our website. Prices start at £8.75 

per hour (under review for 2020) 

which includes use of the kitchen/

snack bar where tea, coffee, sugar and 

squash are included in the hire.  
 

Groups that regularly use the church 

include Brownie and Guide groups, 

Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra, 

Basingstoke Amateur Theatrical 

Society and various crafting groups. 

We also provide rooms for a range of 

U3A groups including scrabble, 

computing, film club, photography and 

sewing. 
 

Gill Godfrey 

 

Chineham Parish Council 
Parish Councillors and staff would like 

to take this opportunity to wish all 

residents a Happy New Year! The 

dates for the full Parish Council 

meetings in 2020 are scheduled as 

follows: 

 January 13th  

 February 10th  

 March 9th  

 April 14th  

 May 11th  

 June 8th  

 July 13th 

 August 10th 

 September 14th 

 November 9th 

 December 14th 
 

Meetings start at 7.45pm in the 

Community Rooms at the Chineham 

Village Hall (the public session will 

start at approximately 7.50pm). 

Agendas are available on the Parish 

Council noticeboards and on the 

website three clear days before the 

meetings. 
 

Grit Bins: There are a number of blue 

or yellow bins filled with salt and/or 

grit for use in Chineham on public 

roads and pavements. They are not 

provided for private use. Residents can 

report that a bin requires refilling via 

the Hampshire County Council website 

www.hants.gov.uk. Alternatively, 

please contact the Parish Council with 

the location details and we will report 

it. 
 

Defibrillator: Just a reminder that there 

is a publicly accessible defibrillator on 

the external wall at the Village Hall 

close to the Community Rooms. In the 

event that the equipment is required, 

the Operator will inform the 999 caller 
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of the access code. 
 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 13th January. 

The meeting starts at 7.45pm and will 

take place in the Community Rooms at 

Chineham Village Hall. The Parish 

Council is here to help the residents of 

Chineham, so if there is a Chineham 

issue you are concerned about, please 

feel free to contact the Clerk, Sally 

Jackson on 01256 474500 or email 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 

Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 

0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Sally Jackson 

 

BDDF 
The Basingstoke and District Disability 

Forum (BDDF) was set up in 2008 with 

a mission to support the local disabled 

community to reach its potential in 

Basingstoke. With 1 in 5 people 

identifying as having a disability, and 

no clear organisation representing 

them, there was a gap in the 

accessibility of services available, as 

wel l  as a lack of inclusion 

opportunities for less-abled people.  

  

The BDDF was founded by a group of 

residents living with disabilities with 

the aim of supporting the community, 

giving them a voice and addressing 

the stigma.  
 

Our vision: To create a community that 

sees the person, values the difference 

and embraces awareness. 

Our mission: To facilitate increased 

awareness, active involvement and 

healthy promotion of disability and 

those who live it. 
 

With 36,000 people in Basingstoke 

and Deane living with a disability we’re 

committed to offering a programme of 

core services that are relevant, 

impactful and empowering. Our 

‘ConneXions’ programme has been 

running for a year and has 

complimented our existing range of 

services. 

- Signposting: an information service 

for people with a disability, their family 

and friends. 

- Talk: a monthly networking 

programme promoting inclusion and 

alleviating social isolation. 

- Learning: a bite-sized training and 

development programme focused on 

education, personal skills, confidence 

and employability 

- Disability Awareness Days: partnering 

with local organisations, an event 

highlighting disability services in the 

community  

- Health and well-being; opportunities 

to take part in free activities promoting 

health and well- being of people with a 

disability. 
 

Want to be a part of it? In return for just 5 

hours per month, a unique opportunity 

has arisen to join the Board of Directors 

as a voluntary Trustee. You can help 

shape the future of a local charity and be 

part of the future for disabled people in 

our community. 
 

To know more: Contact Tony (Chair): 

Basingstoke & District Disability Forum, 

White Hart Lane, Basingstoke, RG21 

4AF. Tel: 01256 423869, email: 

tony@bddf.org.uk, web: www.bddf.org.uk. 
 

Amanda Knowles 
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Winter Lights 
The Whitchurch Silk Mill and its 

gardens in the heart of rural 

Hampshire will glisten and sparkle this 

January with an all new magical, after 

dark illuminated trail. The Mill will be 

t r a n s f o r m e d  b y  s p e c t a c u l a r 

installations, leaving the dark winter 

evenings aglow. This is a first for the 

Mill as it features dazzling light 

artworks, installations and an 

illuminated trail. 
 

Often known as Blue January, for many 

it is a time to mark the end of the yule 

season and celebrate the end of 

winter and the return of the sun. 

Normally this quiet Hampshire town 

falls into darkness but this January the 

Mill will glow brighter than usual from 

17th-26th January thanks to the 

addition of sparkling installations from 

Yes Productions. 
 

As part of the illumination, there will 

be a series of events including a 

business networking event, artists’ 

development event, a health and 

wellbeing day and a skills project 

involving local young people. There will 

be markets and family activities over 

the weekends. It will be an amazing 

time of year to visit the Mill as the 

unique facades of this weaving icon 

will be brought to life with colour, 

shape and movement, and the tree 

canopies and river vista will be 

drenched in grand illuminations 

reflected in the crystal clear waters of 

the River Test. Vintage lanterns in the 

Mill and light pipes on the lawn 

continue the surprises both inside and 

outside the Mill. For more information 

visit https://whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk/. 

 

Gemma Bowditch 

British Lung Foundation 
This year instead of making one big 

difficult to keep New Year resolution 

why not make small changes to help 

your health month by month. The 

British Lung Foundation Support 

Group: Breathe Easy run meetings, 

where you can pick up and share vital 

information. Guest speakers give 

accurate facts about lung health, 

medication, wellbeing and safety. 

 

You’ll be made very welcome, so come 

along on the last Tuesday each month, 

to Christ Church Chineham, at 2.00-

4.00pm. Friends, family and carers are 

welcome too. We have outings and 

social events too. Make new friends 

over a cuppa. 

 

Glenys West  

 

Basingstoke Blues Club 
Mark Olbrich Blues Eternity: winners of 

the Blues Record of the Year 2014. 

The line-up includes Mark ‘Bestis’ 

Olbrich, International Musicmakers 

Hall of Famer who has worked with 

Jack Bruce, Earl Green, Jimmy Thomas 

and Tom Jones; Danny Mattin who has 

Jack Bruce, Earl Green, Jimmy Thomas 

and Tom Jones; Danny Mattin who has  

worked with Gary Moore, Bernie White-

Marsden, Doogie White and Harry 

Shearer; Basingstoke’s Sugarman 

Sam, fast rising star of UK blues and  

John Hil l ier,  Hampshire’s top 

drummer.  

 

All welcome - 8pm till late, Saturday 

18th January, £8 on the door. 

Licensed bar and low prices. 

 

Christine Nield  
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Parades dressed in full Regalia”. He 

explained that Freemasonry instils in 

its members a moral and ethical 

approach to life. “While we use ancient 

stonemason’s customs and tools as 

allegorical guides in our ceremonies, 

we do have a modern approach to life 

and these days most things can be 

seen on the internet. Yes, it should be 

viewed as an enjoyable pursuit but 

membership does aim to make good 

men better”. 

 

In terms of charitable work you will 

never see a Freemason on the street 

collecting money. Funds are raised 

entirely in house and yet the 

Freemasons in England contribute 

more money to charity than any 

organisation apart from the National 

Lottery. 

 

Paul Flint 

 

Chat Advertising  

Artworker Needed 

The Chineham Chat is looking for a 

new Advertising Artworker. This is a 

voluntary role that is responsible for 

updating our advertising pages and 

supplying them to the printers by email 

every month. It requires approximately 

1-3 hours per month, a knowledge of 

Adobe InDesign and a creative eye. It 

also means working alongside a 

friendly team who meet every few 

months.  

 

If you are interested in becoming the 

Chineham Chat's new Advertising  

Artworker please get in touch by 

emailing himaxine@ymail.com. 

 

Maxine Jackson 

Freemasons Ceremony 
Approaching the centenary since the 

foundation of the Elvetham Masonic 

Lodge meant that the installation of 

their 100th Worshipful Master was a 

significant chapter in its history. The 

Elvetham Masonic Lodge was formed 

in Hartley Wintney in 1920 to meet 

the needs of local residents due to 

difficulties in travelling to lodges in 

Basingstoke or Blackwater. Its Lodge 

was situated in Hartley Wintney until 

planning constraints forced a move in 

1993 to the Basingstoke Masonic 

Centre. As a consequence of this 

move today its membership comes 

from the wider Basingstoke area. 

 

Roger Robertson was duly installed as 

Master of the Lodge at an impressive 

ceremony held at the Masonic Centre 

in Victoria Street Basingstoke 

followed by a Celebration Dinner. The 

new Master of the Lodge is anxious to 

continue with the national policy of a 

more open understanding of what 

Freemasonry is all about as it is one 

of the world’s oldest and largest non-

religious, non-political, fraternal and 

charitable organisations. There are 

more than 250 Lodges in Hampshire 

a l o n e  w i t h  i n  e x c e s s  o f 

9,000members and 5 of those 

Lodges meet in the Basingstoke 

Centre. Worldwide Freemasonry 

membership stands at more than 6 

million men.  

 

Rogers’ goal is to dispel many of the 

m y t hs  t h a t  ab o u n d  a r o u n d 

freemasonry. “It has never been a 

secret organisation, just an, 

‘organisation with secrets’ and prior 

to WW2 Freemasonry was completely 

open and held regular Church 



 

 

Civil Service Retirement 

Fellowship 
There were 48 members at the 

Christmas buffet held on Wednesday 4th 

December who enjoyed a variety of 

Christmas fare and were entertained by 

the magic of Simon Williams. Crackers to 

decorate the tables were kindly donated 

by Tesco and a bumper number of raffle 

prizes, including a donation from Storck 

UK, meant that everyone became a 

winner. 
 

2020 will be the group’s 50th 

anniversary year and the programme of 

speakers has already been arranged.  

January sees the welcome return of 

Barbara Cummings who this time is 

telling us about her cycle ride round 

America; in February Allen Purkiss is 

speaking on the Thrills and Spills of 

traffic policing; March is the AGM with a 

presentation from Connect to Support 

Hampshire followed by lunch at the 

Conservative Club; in April Mike Brooks 

tells us about Amdram; in May Terri Reid 

is giving a talk on Facing the Future 

(1940 – post war); in June we have a 

presentation from Sainsburys; in July a 

talk from Able Community Care; in 

August Steve Herra returns to give us a 

history of the Cunard line; in September 

Suzy Butress gives a talk on Wild Birds; 

in October Dianne Mannering says 

“Send us some Women”; in November 

we hear about the work of the RNLI and 

in December we have our Christmas 

buffet with Fiona Birchall telling us the 

Christmas Story. 
 

The group’s next outing is on Thursday 

23rd January which is to the Theatre 

Royal, Windsor for a matinee 

performance of The Cat and the Canary.  

Further trips throughout the year are 

planned to Bletchley Park, Dorney Court, 

Hatfield House, Newbury Races, 

afternoon tea at BCOT, a Thames Cruise, 

Hever Castle, Countryfile Live, Osborne 

House, Bicester Village and the ever 

popular mystery trip. 
 

The next meeting is on 8th January and 

after that he group meets on the first 

Wednesday of each month at Brookvale 

Village Hall from 10am to 12noon and 

all retired Civil Servants, their relatives 

and friends are welcome. Further details 

about the group and information about 

our trips can be obtained by contacting 

csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com. 
 

David Cowling 

 

Petty's Brook 
Having read some of the somewhat 

negative comments regarding the 

condition of the brook, I think that it is in 

fact just about right in terms of flood 

defence and wildlife habitat. Indeed 

there is a great deal of vegetation which 

does slow down the water flow, but that 

is exactly what is needed. If the water 

flows too fast then it will cause a 

flooding problem further down stream. If 

the water does overflow onto the bank 

there is a flood plain in Tollhouse 

Meadow which is designed specifically 

to deal with this. There are also benefits 

to our wildlife as seen by the regular 

presence of a little egret which has 

obviously found a food source in the 

brook. Other birds such as grey wagtail 

are also found in the area.  
 

The condition of the brook does need to 

be monitored, but expert advice should 

be sought before any sort of clearance 

is contemplated. 
 

T Stokes 
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Citizens Advice 

Deciding  whether to resign? 

Resigning might feel like a good option if 

you’re being treated badly at work. 

However, it’s a big step and it’s important 

to think about all your options first. You 

could try to solve the problem a different 

way or find another job before resigning. If 

you decide to resign, there are steps you 

should follow to do it properly. Check if 

there's another way to solve the problem. 

It’s worth thinking about whether you’d 

want to stay in your job if the problem was 

solved. You might be able to get your 

employer to put things right without having 

to resign.  
 

You could try: 

- Talking to your employer about the 

problem. 

- Asking your trade union to talk to your 

employer for you, if you’re a member 

- Raising a grievance - this is a formal 

complaint which your employer can’t 

ignore. 

- Asking your employer if they’ll arrange 

mediation - this is where someone else 

tries to help you agree. 

- Starting early conciliation to solve the 

problem without going to court. 
 

If you’re thinking about resigning because 

you’re being treated badly, keep a diary of 

what’s happening. This will give you useful 

evidence if you later decide to make a 

claim against your employer. See if you can 

find a new job.  If you don’t want to find a 

way to stay in your job, it’s often easier to 

find a new job before leaving your old one. 

This could mean you won’t lose income or  

have to worry about claiming benefits. You  

wouldn't have to answer difficult questions  

from a new employer about why you 

resigned without another job to go to. 
 

If you still want to resign: 

If you haven’t got another job to go to, you  

should work out your budget. This will tell 

you how long you’ll be able to manage for 

before you find another job. If it’s not for 

very long, it could be better to wait a bit 

longer before you resign.  
 

If you or your partner get any benefits, 

check if stopping work will affect them. For 

example, your Universal Credit could stop 

for 3 months or longer if the Department 

for Work and Pensions (DWP) says you 

didn’t have a good reason for resigning. 

This is called a sanction. Contact your 

nearest Citizens Advice if you need to work 

out how your benefits might change. If you 

don’t have another job to go to, you can 

claim benefits straight away. You can claim 

benefits as soon as you know the date 

you’re stopping work. You’ll need to show 

you had a good reason for resigning, or you 

might not get any money for around 3 

months. This is called a sanction. You 

should also check what other benefits you 

could get. There are some extra things you 

should think about before deciding to 

resign, depending on your situation. 
 

Need further information or help? 

Citizens Advice Basingstoke, (located 

within Basingstoke Discovery Centre) can 

help you with queries you have on 

budgeting, benefits and debt, 

relationships, immigration, employment 

issues, and consumer rights. We operate a 

drop-in service 10-3.30 Monday to Friday 

(except Thursday which is pre-booked 

appointments only) and Saturday mornings 

10-12. Wednesday evenings we are open 

until 6.30pm. The Advice Line telephone 

number is 03444 111 306. The Citizens  

Advice Basingstoke website can be found 

at www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk. 

Online help from Citizens Advice can be 

found at www.citizensadvice.org.uk. 

 

Nicola Dale 
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Four Lanes Infants School 
We had an exciting trip with Year 2 to 

Milestones as part of our History topic 

on Travel and Transport. First we got 

on a green double decker bus (it was 

as green as a frog!). Once we got to 

Milestones we put our things away.  
 

Next we identified vehicles, we had to 

find pictures of something on the 

vehicle and match it to the actual 

vehicles. Lots of the vehicles were 

made by Thornycroft. It was good fun!  

We could see a half built lorry. Then it 

was time for lunch. After that we had 

free time, we looked at a bridge that 

you had to make it out of foam bricks 

using the right order and then William 

knocked it over! Suddenly we had to 

stop and look at close up photos of 

vehicles, find them and answer 

questions about them. Finally we came 

back to school on the green double 

decker bus and lots of us were very 

tired after a busy day.  
 

We have been performing our 

Christmas play called ‘Children of the 

World’. It is about all of the children 

coming to the manger to celebrate 

Jesus’ birth. Six angels went to each 

country to bring them back to see 

Jesus. They brought different presents 

like a candle, koala, summer hat, 

drum and a rattle and the children of 

the world sang to him.  
 

Year 1 have been learning about light 

as a symbol in RE, how we use light to 

celebrate or remember. Christians 

usean advent ring or Christingle to 

help them to remember and celebrate. 

They  have been retelling the story of 

Alfie’s Christmas and how he gets 

ready for Christmas. Lastly they have 

been making moving toys and clay 

pots (dried and painted) to sell at their 

Elf Workshop where parents have 

been invited to join in to buy things 

using the Elf currency, Elf Jingles. They 

have performed their play, ‘A Miracle 

in Town’. Year 1 also made a recycled 

milk bottle tree for Christ Church tree 

festival and we were delighted that we 

came in first place! 
 

In Year R they have been thinking 

about birthdays. They had a birthday 

party for their class puppet. They made 

birthday cards and invitations for the 

party and had a go at present 

wrapping. They played party games, 

made pretend birthday cakes with 

playdough and thought about how they 

celebrate their own birthdays. They 

have been thinking about when Baby 

Jesus was born and how Christians 

celebrate his birthday. They have been 

performing their play, ‘Shine Star, 

Shine’.  
 

Happy New Year to you, we wish you a 

happy healthy 2020 from everyone at 

Four Lanes Infant School.  

 

Ava-Rose Lewis and William McTaggart 

 

Chat Webmaster Needed 
Can you spare a few hours a month for 

the Chat? We are seeking a new 

Webmaster to run our website, which 

at present just means uploading the 

new Chat copy each month. However, 

we are also in the process of 

developing new social  media 

accounts, so this role would suit 

someone who is interested in 

developing these in future.  If you are 

interested, please get in touch with us 

at editor@chinehamchat.com. 

 

Jo Appleford-Cook  
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Kids’ Chat! 
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www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk 
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