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A few weeks ago I was walking my two children home from the park. My youngest 

was in a grump, and refusing to walk with his brother. As we approached the 

Guinea Court shop crossing, he simply ran out on to the road with no warning. His 

life flashed before my eyes and I screamed for him to stop, which he thankfully 

did, in the central crossing island. I have had nightmares since that day, but we 

were incredibly fortunate that no cars were approaching. He has never done 

anything like that before, and I would until then have said he was pretty good with 

roads in addition to normally being a very chilled little chap. 

 

So this is a plea, from all parents whose hearts have stopped, whose little ones 

get angry or careless or distracted or over-excited—please, slow down around 

Chineham. I often see cars driving along at horrendous speeds, and the outcome 

could have been very different that day. I know it may not even be local residents 

at times, goodness knows enough people still use our roads as a rat run. However, 

I recognise some of those cars that I have seen speeding around as locals. Do you 

really want to be the driver who hits a child? Your appointment is not that 

important, surely?  

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not 

accept any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on 

all original material in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Village Hall 

As the half term holidays come to an 

end, we welcome back most of our 

children’s classes to the halls. Details 

of all our regular children’s and adult 

classes can be found on our website’s 

calendar of events.   

 

At the moment we have some 

ava i lab i l i t y  in  the Chineham 

Community Rooms if you are looking 

for a venue to hold a class, as long as 

it is in line with current government 

Covid guidelines. Please contact our 

booking line on 07935 328172, send 

an email to chinehamvillagehall 

@gmail.com or complete an enquiry 

f o r m / c h e c k  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a t 

www.chinehamvillagehall.co.uk.   

 

Unfortunately, due to government 

guidelines, we cannot take bookings 

for parties or for meetings of more 

than 6. Although, at the time of writing, 

if you are a registered charity you are 

exempt from the rule of six to hold a 

socially distanced meeting for the 

provision of voluntary or charitable 

services. Please check the government 

website to ensure this is still the case. 

 

Please note: Our booking clerk has 

limited phone access during the day 

but will return your call if you leave a 

message. Missed calls with no 

message are not followed up. 
 

Lynne Hughes 

 

Chineham Library 

First of all, well done everyone for 

taking part in this year’s Summer 

Reading Challenge. It may not have 

been ‘business as usual’ – we 

certainly missed the buzz of everyone 

visiting the library and claiming their 

medals and certificates – but thank 

you and congratulations to those who 

read so many books! 

 

It seems wrong to mention the ‘C’ 

word (Christmas!!) just after the word 

‘summer’, but it’s not that far off now 

– if you would like ideas on seasonal 

food, decorations, or even some 

wintery books to read when it’s 

raining, pop in and see what books we 

have to offer! 

 

You may notice when you next visit 

that we have implemented the NHS 

‘track and trace’ system as part of the 

measures currently in place at time of 

writing (October 2020). It’s simple to 

check in, you can either scan the QR 

code with the NHS Covid-19 app or we 

can take a few contact details. 

 

Talking of apps, many of you may have 

downloaded BorrowBox where you can 

read books on your phone or tablet. 

Did you know that you can also read 

magazines for free by downloading 

RBDigital? If you want to brush up on 

gardening, or history, or see what’s on 

tv next week it’s perfect. 

 

If you want to learn something new 

over the next few weeks as the nights 

start to draw in there are many 

courses available online as part of the 

‘Learning in Libraries’ scheme. These 

include: Pilates, art, mindfulness, 

family history and much more. To find 

out more and to book a course visit 

the Hantsweb shop online on https://

www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php?

cat=369. And if the course has 

whetted your appetite you can visit the 
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library and take out a book on the 

subject! 
 

Just a reminder that you can book our 

own study area or one of the public 

computers by popping into the library 

or by ringing the call centre on 01962 

454747. All you need is your library 

card number. And if you need to print a 

document or picture you can do this 

from your own phone without having to 

log onto our public computers. 
 

We are still running the Ready Reads 

scheme if you would like us to pick 

your books for you – if you would like 

to register, either ring 01962 454747 

or  go  to  www.hants .gov .uk/

librariesandarchives/library/ready-

reads to fill in the online registration 

form. 
 

We are currently open on the following 

days: 

Tuesday: 10am–4pm 

Wednesday: 10am–4pm 

Friday: 10am–4pm 

Saturday: 10am–4pm 
 

We hope to see you soon! 

 

Chineham Library Team 

 

Chineham WI 
I don't know about you, dear reader, 

but I am suffering with a dose of 

pandemic fatigue. In recent months I 

find my mood goes up and down as we 

ride the Corona-coaster of the 

pandemic. I'm still hoping I'm going to 

wake up soon and find it was all just a 

bad dream! 

 

Meanwhile, Chineham WI are hoping 

to hold a gathering of members at 

Conkers garden centre cafe in early 

November, where we will spread out 

with no more than six of us around 

each table. It will be nice to see each 

other in person, even though we must 

to stick to our own table and not 

mingle together en masse. We are 

keeping our fingers firmly crossed that 

the Government guidance doesn't 

change in the meantime and force us 

to change our plans again! 

 

We are also planning a Christmas quiz 

in December for our members via 

Zoom. We appreciate some members 

may be unable to join in, but Zoom is 

one of the few options open to us to 

hold a meeting under the current 

restrictions. And at least a Zoom 

meeting should be able to go ahead, 

even if the guidelines change in the 

meantime! 

 

Stay safe. 

 

Pam Malcolm 

Treasurer, Chineham WI 

 

Basingstoke Voluntary Action 

The North Hampshire volunteering 

platform has reopened following the long 

pause due to Covid. If you are an 

organisation looking for volunteers see 

https://www.volunteernorthhants.org/

recruiting/. Alternatively, if you are 

looking to volunteer, please see https://

w w w . v o l u n t e e r n o r t h h a n t s . o r g /

volunteering/. BVA also offer a 

comprehensive DBS checking service to 

the community and voluntary sector, 

available at https://www.bvaction.org.uk/

disclosure-and-barring-service-dbs/. 

 

BVA team 
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Probus Club 
Some people collect items as a hobby: 

stamps, books, antiques and so forth. 

David Rawden, a member of the 

Probus Club of Basingstoke, collected 

hills. They don’t take up room in the 

house and they don’t need dusting. 

After ascending all the Wainwright 

listed Lake District fells he turned his 

attention to the Pennines and county 

tops. He visited the highest point of all 

the English counties which gave him a 

Heineken experience – reaching those 

parts of the country people would not 

normally reach. 

 

The highest is Scarfell Pike at 3209 

feet situated in the Cumbrian 

mountains; the lowest is in Norfolk, 

Beacon Hill at 345 feet, just west of 

Cromer. Most tops are surmounted by 

a trig point or cairn so that you know 

you have succeeded. However, this 

does not happen in most eastern 

counties or those near to London. On 

one occasion he wandered through 

Pavis Wood near Tring trying to decide 

which hump was the highest point of 

Hertfordshire. 

 

There are some tops not far from 

Basingstoke which can be accessed by 

a simple walk from a cark park. One of 

these is Leith Hill near Dorking in 

Surrey and another is Whitehorse Hill, 

west of Wantage in Oxfordshire. 

Easiest is of all is Ditchling Beacon, 

not far from Lewes in East Sussex. 

There is a large pleasant summit area 

at Black Down, in West Sussex just 

south of Haslemere (Surrey). Walbury 

Hill in Berkshire, near Combe to the 

south west of Newbury, can be easily 

reached from the car parks at Inkpen 

Beacon. Continuing east along the 

Wayfarer’s Walk brings you to Pilot Hill, 

the highest point of Hampshire 

situated just west of Highclere. 

 

When we come out of lockdown some 

of the more active readers might like 

to visit a few of the local tops. They will 

be rewarded with a splendid view. 

 

Paul Flint 

 

Home-Start Volunteering 

Opportunity 
Our volunteers provide positive and 

friendly support to families with young 

children. The volunteering roles are 

varied, increasingly flexible and always 

tailored to fit around our volunteers 

own life. 

 

Our volunteers come from a wide 

range of backgrounds and all have 

their own unique life experiences. We 

are currently recruiting for new 

volunteers to join our team. To 

become a volunteer you will need to 

undertake a 25hr training course. 

During these uncertain times, there 

may be a mixture of face to face 

training and online sessions. 

 

Our next Volunteer Course will run 

every Tuesday over 5 weeks starting 

19th January 2021 from 9:30am-2pm! 

 

If you are interested, please contact: 

T e l :  012 56  3 2579 3,  ema i l : 

info@homestart nwhampshire.org.uk. 

W e b s i t e :  w w w . h o m e s t a r t -

nwhampshire.org.uk. 

 

Anna Chiappetta 
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NWR 
Like many organisations, NWR 

continues to provide its members with 

a variety of diversions and activities in 

these challenging times. Much on line, 

including our recent National 

conference, as well as a range of talks 

and quizzes. Our own local group 

continues to meet, fortnightly at the 

moment, on a Monday afternoon via 

zoom. As we are becoming more 

familiar with the technology our virtual 

meetings are as lively as ever and 

provides a good opportunity for us all to 

catch up with each other. 
 

This week there were 12 of us sharing 

information about our mothers and 

grandmothers and how their lives 

differed from ours. Most agreed we 

were much more fortunate today than 

our forebears—even in a pandemic!. 

Our monthly lunches have resumed, 

observing the restrictions of course, 

and our book group continues meeting 

every fourth Thursday at 8pm via Zoom.  
 

As autumn approaches our thoughts 

turn to Christmas and our annual 

lunch. We may need extra creativity this 

year but sure we will come up with 

something suitably festive in readiness 

for what may be a rather different 

Christmas this year. 
 

If you would like to make new friends 

and enjoy a variety of activities and 

lively conversations, then please check 

us out. New members are always 

welcome, if only virtually at the 

moment.  For more information do look 

at the website: nwr.org.uk or get in 

touch with our Local Organiser for this 

year: Karen Dann, tel: 01256 328488, 

email: karen.dann @gmail.com. 
 

Diane Hope 

Basingstoke Advanced 

Motorists 
The Basingstoke Advanced Motorists 

Group is pleased to announce that its 

Observing Team is now back on the 

road, armed with face masks, hand 

sanitiser and oodles of driving 

experience to share with you.  

 

Whether you are an experienced driver 

who wants to update their driving 

knowledge or correct bad habits, or 

whether you want to gain road 

confidence and get more enjoyment 

out of your driving, we can help you 

start that journey.  

 

Sessions are informal and last about 

an hour. They can be arranged in an 

area local to you. There is no pressure 

to continue on to do an Advanced 

Driving Course, however if you do, you 

will get 10% off the course fee and 

become a member of a friendly local 

driving group.  

 

If you are interested about the taster 

sessions or just want to know more 

about the Group please email 

chairman@iambasingstoke.org.uk, 

v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.iambasingstoke.org.uk or ring 

0800 2982610 and we will be in 

touch. We are also on Facebook at 

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

basingiam. 

 

Jenny Faulkner-Quick 

C h a i r — B a s i n g s t o k e  A d v a n c e d 

Motorists 
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Nature Notes 
There haven’t been many blackberries 

this year according to the annual 

pickers and we think the reason was 

lack of rain at blossom time. It is 

always noticeable that if the blossom 

is poor then the harvest will never be 

good. 

 

The ivy has flowered early this year as 

normally it is full of bees, wasps, flies 

and other insects all buzzing around in 

November. I found myself crunching 

across the grass beneath the oak 

trees where the acorns were in 

multiple amounts. I picked up several 

to plant in pots as had done so about 

six years ago. Those have only 

reached approximately 50 cms, 

despite being well watered during the 

whole of the summer. Perhaps we 

should take measurements of a lot of 

those we have around Chineham. It 

might be interesting. 

 

A squirrel crossed Mattock Road 

which reminded me that it will be time 

for the nuts on the hazels to be 

collected. There is a tree at the bottom 

of my garden, which I have nurtured 

since we moved in January 1997. 

Some years I have to fight the 

squirrels, who want to devour the food 

left out for the birds. It will be 

interesting this year as there are now 

two cats who can also climb the small 

tree. 

 

These cats have discovered wood 

mice, who are usually deposited in the 

sitting room. There is always a dispute 

followed by me (hopefully) bundling 

the poor mouse into a container and 

finding a new home for it. I don’t want 

to clash with anything larger. 

I keep finding rubber bands left 

behind by postmen or delivery people. 

Would you mind picking them up and 

disposing of them please? I read that 

birds think they are worms and this 

can kill them, but in addition, cats can 

be harmed and vet bills are expensive. 

 

The central reservation on the A33 still 

has lots of wild flowers, mainly yarrow, 

for the few butterflies around. 

 

Has anyone seen more than one red 

kite? Thank you for the messages sent 

during lockdown.  

 

Ginny 

ginny.wright24@gmail.com  

telephone 479562 

 

Four Lanes Infants School 
Reception Year Intake September 

2021 – Information for Parents: Due 

to the current Covid-19 restrictions, 

we are unable to offer face-to-face 

tours of our wonderful school to 

parents of children due to start school 

in September 2021. Our website has 

lots of information about our school.  A 

dedicated section for prospective new 

intake parent can be found under the 

K e y  I n f o r m a t i o n  m e n u . 

www.fourlanesinfants.co.uk. 

 

If you have any queries, please do not 

hesitate to contact us on 01256 

324256 or emai l:  gen.admin 

@fourlanes-inf.hants.sch.uk. 

 

Gill Hayden 

 
 

 



 

 

The Basingstoke — Old 

Basing U3A 

Beating the virus and having fun: All our 

activities continue to follow government 

guidelines, and our groups have been 

taking full advantage of the freedoms 

we’re allowed. Our Excursions and 

Holidays Group is no exception. 
 

Excursions & Holidays: 2020 looked 

marvellous for the Group. So many things 

planned, and all well supported by our 

members. Then came lockdown. 

Cancellation of the holiday to Croatia, the 

trip to Houghton Lodge, Stratford on 

Avon, and Buckingham Palace, as well as 

the concert at the Royal Albert Hall. But 

Group Leader Joyce takes every obstacle 

in her way as a challenge to overcome. 
 

A Mystery Coach Tour: Seeing a window 

in early September, she booked a 48 

seater coach, and 27 members set off on 

a socially distanced Mystery Coach Tour. 

Joyce wasn’t sure how many would fancy 

a coach trip wearing masks, but the 

response was quick and good. With the 

final pick up complete, driver Gareth 

doubled round a couple of roundabouts 

to confuse everyone and started us 

guessing where we might be going. We 

agreed we were heading south! We love 

being in a coach, looking over hedges 

and enjoying the countryside. People 

driving usually miss so much, with their 

eyes on the road ahead. We all look 

forward to the panoramic views that 

coach trips can give us. We finally arrived 

in Arundel, with three hours to explore its 

castle, cathedral and some lovely 

gardens. We had time for lunch amongst 

its quaint streets and interesting shops. 

Members were so pleased to see each 

other ‘face to face’ again and everyone 

went home very happy. 
 

Next Stop Greece: Well done to Joyce 

once again. At the end of September a 

group left for a planned 10-day holiday in 

Greece. As Greece uses ‘bubbles’ rather 

than social distancing, they luckily 

received clearance to enter the country. 

So all good to go - and they went! From 

the photo they’ve sent back, their 

‘bubble’ seems to be thoroughly enjoying 

itself! 
 

Come with us: Although we call ourselves 

the Excursion & Holiday Group, any 

member of the U3A is welcome to join in, 

and they do. Check our website for more 

details and how to join our U3A. https://

www.basingstokeu3a.org/. 
 

We have a visit to SS Great Britain 

planned for October but with the change 

in COVID-19 regulations, this is in doubt. 

Again, the organisation always follows 

government guidelines. You will be 

looked after and made very welcome. 
 

Linda Wain 

 

Chineham Village Club 

A reminder to all of our members that the 

club is open during these difficult times 

and has been so since the initial 

lockdown measures were lifted in July. 
 

We have robust COVID measures in place 

that ensure that we comply with all of the 

relevant government guidelines. We are 

now getting close to the festive period, 

which is normally a busy time of year for 

the club. This year our events and 

celebrations will be pared back quite 

dramatically, however the Christmas 

bingo is definitely on and the details are 

as follows. It will take place on Monday 

14th December and will start at the 

earlier time of 19.30. This gives us plenty 

of time to vacate the club by 22.00. It will 

be for members only and places are 
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limited and will need to be pre-booked by 

talking to the bar team or calling the club 

on 01256 471982. 
 

Attendees will need to bring cash in order 

to buy bingo cards and raffle tickets. 

There is no cash-back facility at the club. 

People must be wearing face masks 

when entering the club and put them on 

when they are moving around the club. 

Details of other festive events will be 

published in the December Chat. 
 

John Prince 
 

Eco-Corner 

How can we stop climate change and 

help the environment? The main way to 

reduce the effects of further climate 

change is to reduce our greenhouse gas 

emissions. There are many different ways 

to achieve this including: 
 

Switching to renewable energy: We can 

stop burning fossil fuels such as coal, oil 

and gas and switch to using 100% 

renewable energy using technology like 

heat pumps, solar panels and wind 

turbines. Great Binfields Primary School 

has already got solar panels on the roof 

generating green electricity for the 

school! 
 

Stop cutting down forests and planting 

more trees: Stop cutting down trees and 

rain forests. Instead plant more trees so 

that there are more to absorb the carbon 

dioxide from the atmosphere using 

photosynthesis.  
 

Change the way homes and buildings are 

heated and powered: New buildings can 

now be built to use renewable energy for 

heating and power. Existing buildings can 

be converted to use renewable energy 

and refurbished so they use less energy.  
 

Using electric cars, walking or taking 

public transport and travelling less: We 

can swap to using vehicles that run on 

renewable energy, like electric cars, 

rather than using petrol or diesel cars 

and vans. Also encouraging more people 

to cycle, walk and use public transport 

also helps reduce carbon emissions. 

Travelling less also helps, for example, 

using videoconferencing rather than 

travelling to work and sometimes using 

Zoom to stay in touch with people – just 

as we started to do more due to COVID-

19 – this also helps to reduce carbon 

emissions. 
 

Reducing energy use: Reducing your 

energy use is a great way to reduce 

carbon emissions. This can be done in so 

many ways including: insulating your 

house, swapping old light bulbs to energy 

efficient ones and washing clothes in 

lower temperatures.  
 

Support the circular economy instead of 

buying new items: Buy second hand or 

swap items with others rather than 

always buying new items or clothes. 

Buying things second hand helps to 

reduce the demand for new items, which 

means less carbon is generated as well 

as saving you money. There are three 

charity shops in Chineham Shopping 

centre – a great place to get a bargain as 

well as supporting a good cause! 
 

Buy local: Buying food, items and clothing 

that have been made locally means less 

carbon has been emitted to transport 

them around. Buy food that is in season 

and has been produced locally rather 

than flown in from far away countries. 
 

Switch to recycled: Switch to recycled 

options wherever you can, such as 

recycled paper, kitchen roll and, toilet 

paper. Recycling helps protect the 

environment because it reduces the need 

for extracting, refining and processing 

raw materials. As recycling saves energy 
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it also reduces greenhouse gas 

emissions, which helps to tackle climate 

change and it also reduces levels of 

pollution. 
 

Re-use not disposable: Everything that 

you buy has a carbon footprint, as energy 

will have been used to make it and 

transport it. This is why it is so important 

to reduce the amount of new items we 

buy. So switching from using something 

like a disposable coffee cup to using a re-

usable coffee cup instead saves carbon 

emissions. 
 

Minimise waste and avoid plastic: 

Minimising waste by being careful what 

we buy and what packaging we buy it in 

can also help the environment. Also avoid 

plastic, it’s made from oil or natural gas 

which are fossil fuels. Additionally, plastic 

causes problems to human and animal 

health when it ends up as a waste in the 

sea or in woodlands. Plastic can only be 

recycled one or two times but aluminium 

drinks cans can be recycled an unlimited 

number of times! 
 

Change your diet to eat less meat and 

dairy: The top scientists say that to avoid 

climate breakdown we need to reduce 

the amount of meat and dairy we’re 

eating by about 70 percent. However, it is 

hard to understand how eating less meat 

and drinking less milk can help to stop 

climate change. This is because all meat 

and diary products have a higher climate, 

land and water footprint than the same 

quantity of plant-based foods. Meat from 

animals like beef and lamb can have 10–

100 times greater carbon footprint than 

plant-based foods. The best foods by far, 

from an environmental perspective, are 

plant-based. One of the main reasons for 

this is because to grow the food we need 

to feed the animals we eat means the 

destruction of large amounts of forests 

and disruption to the natural ecosystems. 

Scientists advise that we follow a diet 

called the planetary health diet which 

includes reducing the amount of meat 

and diary we eat, or you can change to a 

totally plant based diet.  
 

Miranda Chubb 

 

Old Basing Tennis Club 
2020 has not been the year that any of 

us expected! At Old Basing Tennis Club 

we were going to celebrate our 90 

anniversary, but we weren’t able to in the 

way we’d planned. However, once 

lockdown was lifted, playing tennis 

outdoors was one of the few sports that 

people could play and what a summer we 

had! The sun shone for weeks on end 

and we doubled our membership! We 

also used an App to allow members to 

book one of the four court, which has 

been of great benefit. 
 

Most mornings and evenings saw all the 

courts being played on, whether it be 

doubles, singles, mixed, men’s or ladies. 

It was lovely to feel the sun on your skin 

and be able to play and chat to other 

people, whilst keeping socially distanced 

at all times. Even our tennis coach, Ben 

was able to carry on coaching from May 

onwards. 
 

Although we’re now going into winter, 

tennis can still be played, so if you’d like 

to join, go to our Facebook page, website 

Clubspark.lta.org.uk/oldbasingtennisclub 

or email obtc.information@gmail.com. 

You can find us on Riley Lane, Old 

Basing RG24 7DH, next to the football 

and cricket pitches. Lots of car parking 

too! 

 

Penny Luke 
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
With winter coming and the 

prospect of severe weather, I 

thought it would be useful to 

remind readers of useful 

contacts.  
 

Flooding from a main river: 

Environment Agency at: 

h t t p s : / / w w w . g o v . u k /

government/organisations/

environment-agency or phone 

0800 80 70 60. 

Urgent issues on the public 

highway and surface water 

problems: County Council via 

www.hants.gov.uk/transport/

r o a d m a i n t e n a n c e /

roadproblems during office 

hours and via 101 outside 

office hours. 

For other incidents of 

f l o o d i n g : h t t p s : / /

w w w . h a n t s . g o v . u k /

landplanningandenvironment/

e nv i ro nm e nt / f lo o d i ng /

reportingflooding.. 

Flood prevention guidance on 

reducing the risks and impacts 

o f  f l o o d i n g : h t t p s : / /

w w w . h a n t s . g o v . u k /

landplanningandenvironment/

e nv i ro nm e nt / f lo o d i ng /

floodprevention 
 

Waste Grants Open: Grant 

funding is now available to 

community groups, small 

businesses, schools, charities 

and Parish Councils to fund 

projects to help reduce waste, 

reuse or repair items. The 

deadline for the first round of 

applications is Friday 4 

December 2020. For more 

i n f o r m a t i o n  h t t p s : / /

w w w . h a n t s . g o v . u k /

News/02102020Wastegrant 
 

Elaine Still 

Tel: 880926 / 07747 862913 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

cllr.e.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Website: elainestill.com 

Borough Councillor  

Laura Edwards 
As we move into winter the 

Council are looking at their tree 

and woodland maintenance 

plans. An order has been issued 

in Chineham, for an inspection of 

all trees. This routine inspection 

takes place every five years, and 

it will result in trees being 

removed or pruned for safety 

purposes. Please be assured 

that trees will only be removed if 

needed.   

 

A few months ago, Chineham 

Parish Council ran a resident’s 

questionnaire regarding changes 

and improvements to the 

ancient moat in Farm View Drive. 

They made an application with 

your ward councillors support, for 

funding from Basingstoke and 

Deane Borough Council’s Local 

Infrastructure Fund. I am 

pleased to confirm that £50,000 

has been awarded. This will 

assist in creating a new park 

area, enhancing the ancient 

moat, and improving the seating 

at the site.   

 

Following the last library 

consultation in August regarding 

opening hours, Chineham 

Library’s new hours have been 

cut from 38.5 to 26.5 hours per 

week. The changes come into 

force in January 2021 and will 

be: Monday-Closed; Tuesday-

9.30am-5pm; Wednesday-

9.30am-1.30pm; Thursday-

Closed; Friday-9.30am-5pm; 

Saturday-9.30am-5pm; Sunday-

Closed.  

 

Take care over the next month 

with the constant and uncertain 

changes that Covid-19 continues 

to bring.   
 

Laura Edwards 

Tel: 07999 120252 

Cllr.laura.edwards@basingstoke.

gov.uk 

Facebook: Chineham and 

Sherfield Park Councillor 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
When you read this, it will be at 

least two weeks after I write and I 

will refrain from detailing the local 
restrictions driven by the Covid 19 

outbreak as the ever increasing 

spreading of the virus changes 

those restrictions on a weekly 

basis.  

 

The basic message that will be with 
us for some time is: Wash Hands – 

Wear a face covering— Keep your 

distance. 

 

The Chineham Parish Council 

should now have a link on the 

P a r i s h  w e b s i t e 
(www.chineham.gov.uk). regarding 

a Survey aimed at residents to give 

support to the re-provision of a Post 

Office in the regenerated 

Chineham Shopping Centre and 

what services they would like to 

see provided. At the end of the day, 

the Post Office will make a 

commercial decision as to what 

services will be supplied but I would 

suggest that what was previously 

available to us should our 

reasonable expectation for the 

future. 

 
Despite the limitations of services 

provided by BDBC at the moment, 

we are continuing to request those 

services e.g. landscape services 

even though the delivery may be 

delayed. I welcome any input from 

residents if you spot any issues in 
Chineham. 

 

With the onset of Winter in these 

difficult times, I ask that we all look 

out for each other and especially 

our more vulnerable residents. 

Please contact us if you have any 
concerns in this regard. 

 

Stay safe and well. 

 

Paul Miller 

Borough Councillor 

01256 467400/07777 659022  

Cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov  



 

 

Linguatastic 
 

At the beginning of this month, 

Mexicans will be celebrating “Día de 

los Muertos” (Day of the Dead). This 

festival is sometimes likened to 

Halloween, but really it’s very different. 

It’s not about ghosts and witches 

scaring people, but it’s about 

honouring deceased loved ones. It’s 

not a sad time though; very much the 

opposite since Mexicans believe that 

their loved ones return and celebrate 

with them.  

 

At midnight on 31st October, the gates 

of heaven are opened and the 

“angelitos” (literally little angels), the 

spirits of all deceased children, reunite 

with their families for 24 hours. On 

2nd November, it’s the turn of the 

adults to come down and enjoy the 

treats prepared for them and left in 

“ofrendas” (beautiful, bright and 

colourful alters).   

 

Another common symbol of the day is 

the “calavera” (the skull), often 

represented in masks or food such as 

chocolate or sugar. Making calaveras 

is one of the activities we enjoy 

engaging in with the children we 

teach. Unfortunately, with the situation 

as it still is, we are unable to return to 

run our clubs at Great Binfields 

Primary School and other local 

schools, so there won’t be any face-to-

face craft in schools this time around, 

but look out on our Facebook page for 

some photos from our other clubs.  

 

Fiona Biermann 

 

 

 

Rotary Club  
 

A Healthier Hampshire in a Heartbeat:  

Atrial Fibrillation (AF) is a debilitating 

heart  condition. You may not have 

heard of it but it is more common than 

you may think. If you ask around your 

friends and family you may be surprise 

by how many people are affected. 

 

AF means living with persistent 

abnormal heart rhythm, palpitations, 

chest pains, and  breathlessness and 

of course anxiety. Daily life becomes 

very difficult and people live in 

constant fear of another episode. 

Sufferers never know when they may 

have an episode, so working is difficult 

as is going out for the day or on 

holiday.  

 

An episode means a trip to A&E and 

possibly a stay in hospital and being 

sent home with drugs to hopefully 

temporarily  control the condition while 

you wait to see the cardiologist. 

 

If the condition becomes more 

advanced the next level of treatment 

is cardiac/catheter  ablation. It’s a low 

risk but effective procedure that can 

be used to treat AF. If you live  in 

Basingstoke or North Hampshire it 

means a trip to Southampton for 

treatment. Ironically, the Cardiac 

consultant  and heart rhythm 

specialist, Rob Bowers, is based in 

Basingstoke and has to make the 

same trip to treat you.  

 

Can you help us get this equipment at 

Basingstoke hospital so that local 

people with this condition and the 

consultant no longer have to make 

that 60 mile round trip? Atrial 
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Fibrillation (AF) sufferers in North 

Hampshire need your help to get 

treatment here in Basingstoke! 

 

Club President Alf McCarthy is an AF 

sufferer. His first episode saw him 

taken from his doctor’s surgery by 

ambulance to A&E and a few days in 

hospital. He lived with the  debilitating 

symptoms for 6 months and had a 

treatment to reset his heart rhythm. 

Had this not been successful his next 

step would have been Ablation and, as 

he found out, a trip to Southampton 

for the treatment. 

 

Talking to his consultant he realised 

that with fundraising this vital 

equipment could be brought to 

Basingstoke North Hampshire 

Hospital. Patients can then be treated 

locally so that they no longer have to 

travel to Southampton. Under Alf’s 

leadership Basingstoke Deane Rotary 

has set up a fundraising project: “A 

Healthier Hampshire in a Heartbeat”. 

 

Rotary has already raised a substantial 

amount of money towards this 

equipment but we now need your help 

for the final push to make this happen 

and achieve Alf’s goal to improve the 

lives of the numerous local people with 

this type of debilitating heart 

condition.  

 

You can find more information on our 

website: www.rcbd.org.uk.  

 

T o  d o n a t e  g o  t o :  h t t p s : / /

www.gofundme.com/f/a-healthier-

hampshire-in-a-heartbeat. 

 

Lindy Richardson 

 

Minister’s Message 
Just round the corner from my house are 

two roads. One is Simon's Close and the 

other Remembrance Gardens. Apparently 

the first is named after the first vicar of 

Chineham. I’ve no idea about the second 

– do you know? 
 

Memory. Remembering. Our prodigious 

memories are one of the many things that 

sets humankind apart from the rest of the 

natural world. When our memory begins 

to fail us, we regret it. One of the cruellest 

diseases has to be an advanced 

dementia that robs a relative of most of 

their working memory. They’re still fully 

human, of course, but we know that 

something crucial about their humanity is 

broken, and we grieve for it. If a person or 

even a whole nation forgets its past then 

they are “condemned to repeat it”, as the 

saying goes. Perhaps though you’re 

thinking that 2020 is a whole year best 

forgotten? Tempting isn’t it? What if we 

could just wipe it out and jump straight to 

2021 (or at this rate perhaps 2022)? 
 

However, we both know that this is a year 

where we must remember. Remember 

the good times of the past; perhaps great 

big family hugs at someone’s birthday. 

Remember that despite the pandemic 

there’s been much that is good. What has 

it been for you? For me this has included 

seeing the continuing miracle of new life 

and babies and toddlers growing and 

learning; the greater friendships built up 

amongst neighbours; and the way more 

than 150 of our church family have 

continued meeting (in new ways) each 

week. Sadly, of course, we need to 

remember those who’ve died this year. 

I’ve had the sad duty of leading funerals 

where only a dozen or so family can 

gather, and then at a distance between 

households. This goes against all that 
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feels right and natural; piling insult on the 

injury of their grief.  
 

This year our formal marking of 

Remembrance on November 11th will be 

doing double duty, as we remember loved 

ones lost in 2020, not just those in 

decades past on foreign battlefields. As I 

write in early October I’m in the process of 

working out how best to create a physical 

and online space to help us remember, 

and process some of the complex 

emotions we’re all feeling. And as we 

remember them, I will have the privilege 

of gently leading us to remember that the 

love of God, shown by Jesus, was and 

remains stronger even than death. This is 

the sure and certain hope shared by 

Christians, and that we remember each 

week as we gather. Why not check this 

out further by watching some of our 

services on our YouTube channel? 
 

Stay safe and God bless, 

 

Jonathan Clark, Christ Church Chineham 

 

Christ Church Activities 

Sunday services: We are delighted to 

confirm that, as planned, we were able to 

resume our services in the building on 13 

September and in that time have 

welcomed over 50 of the church family. 

Services continue to be streamed live on 

our YouTube channel and are available to 

view shortly afterwards for anyone not 

able to join us live. The place to find it is 

https://youtube.com/c/ChristChurch 

Chineham. Services start at 10am and 

last for around an hour. For the latest 

details, please see our Facebook page, 

website, or contact the church office (all 

details below) for up-to-date information. 

Like everywhere we have to be Covid-

secure, and face coverings are 

mandatory. If we have more people than 

can be comfortably accommodated in the 

Worship Area we will use the hall next to it 

as an overflow room where the service 

will be screened. 
 

Wednesday services: Fortnightly on 11 

and 25 November at 11am. The aim is to 

alternate a simple said service with a 

simple celebration of the Lord's Supper 

(with the necessary precautions). Both 

will be smaller gatherings, and last no 

longer than 30 minutes. This might suit 

shift workers, as well as anyone who 

would prefer to avoid a larger gathering at 

this time. On 25th we will be sharing Holy 

Communion.   
 

At the time of writing we are working out 

how to mark Remembrance but the 

services on 8 and 11 November will 

reflect this sombre time in some way. For 

the time being at least, there's no need to 

book in to Christ Church services.   
 

Prayer requests: is there someone or 

something you would like us to prayer 

for? We have a prayer team who are 

ready to respond to all requests in 

complete confidence. Contact us by one 

of the methods below. 
 

Sparklers Baby and Toddler Group: 

Mondays and Thursdays 10.00-

11.30am. Sparklers is our twice weekly 

group for bumps, babies, toddlers, pre-

schoolers and their parents and carer 

and it was wonderful to resume our meet-

ups in September even if we’ve had to 

put a few new rules in place to keep us all 

safe! Parents have said that the group 

has been greatly missed during the 

pandemic; it’s especially nice that a 

number of new mums have “found” us, 

and all have said how much they 

appreciate the chance to have 

somewhere to take their little ones and 

meet other mums in a safe and fun 

environment. Each session incorporates 
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play, craft, stories and action rhyme time 

and we provide hot drinks (please bring 

your own mug with lid) and biscuits for 

adults, and fresh fruit and breadsticks as 

a healthy snack for the children. 

Numbers are limited, so for now we do 

require that you book with us in advance. 

And so that we can accommodate 

everyone who wants to attend, we ask 

you that families book only one session 

per week. Parents will need to wear 

masks. If you have any questions please 

call Tonya on 07581 373123, or email: 

tonya@christchurchchineham.org.uk.    
 

Charity collections: we continue to collect 

stamps (new and used), old biros and 

marker pens, postcards, spectacles, and 

tops from supermarket milk bottles for 

charity. Please note we no longer collect 

batteries or foil – however most 

supermarkets have collecting facilities for 

batteries.    
 

Hire of community facilities: We’ve been 

in touch with all our regular hirers and 

whilst most have expressed that they 

whilst they would very much like to 

resume meetings in person, all the while 

there is uncertainty over a second wave 

of the pandemic, they would rather wait it 

out. Despite this we have received a few 

new enquiries and are definitely open for 

business! We are confident that we can 

provide a range of COVID-secure small 

and large rooms, and we offer special 

rates to community groups. Call me on 

0 1 2 5 6  4 7 4 2 8 0 1  o r  e m a i l 

office@christchurchchineham.org.uk. 
 

Gill Godfrey 

Contact us: Tel: 01256 474280, Email: 

hello@christchurchchineham.org.uk, 

W e b s i t e :  w w w . c h r i s t c h u r c h 

chineham.org.uk, Facebook and 

Instagram: christchurchchineham, 

Twitter: @ccChineham. 

Chineham Parish Council 
Post Office survey: The Parish Council 

will be conducting a survey on what 

Post Office services residents actually 

want and would use. Once this survey 

has been completed the information 

will be passed on to Post Office Ltd 

and Tellon (the owners of the 

Chineham District Centre). The link to 

the survey will be available from the 

Parish Council website so please look 

out for further information there and 

on our noticeboards. 
 

Local Plan: Basingstoke & Deane 

Borough Council is undertaking an 

Issues and Options consultation to 

inform the Local Plan Update. As part 

of this consultation, the Borough 

Council is seeking feedback from 

residents about its latest Strategic 

Housing and Employment Land 

Availability Assessment (SHELAA) 

which is an assessment of sites across 

the Borough which have been 

promoted by landowners and 

developers as having potential for 

future development. Whilst there are 

no potential sites within Chineham, a 

number of sites are being promoted in 

neighbouring Parishes so it’s still 

important for Chineham residents to 

give feedback. For more information 

and to complete the consultation 

p l e a s e  g o  t o  h t t p s : / /

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/Issues-and-

Options. The consultation closes on 

Monday 9 November. 
 

Climate Change and Air Quality: 

Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council 

is producing a plan to take local action 

to tackle climate change and air 

quality issues. For more information 

and to complete their online survey 

p l e a s e  g o  t o  h t t p s : / /
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www.basingstoke.gov.uk/climate-

consultation, the survey closes on 

Sunday 15 November. 
 

Community Speedwatch: Volunteers 

continue to provide cover for the 

Community Speedwatch in Chineham. 

We are always looking for more 

Community Volunteers who can spend 

just a few hours every other month 

taking part in roadside monitoring in 

Chineham. If you would like to be part 

of the team of Community Volunteers, 

please contact the Parish Clerk on 

0 1 2 5 6  4 7 4 5 0 0  o r  e m a i l 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Rapid Response Warden: Councillors 

would like to welcome Phil Walker, the 

newly appointed Rapid Response 

Warden, to the team. If you are aware 

of any issues in the Parish e.g. 

potholes, litter hotspots, please report 

them to the Clerk on the contact 

details below. 
 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 9 November. 

Please note that until further notice, 

meetings will be held remotely via 

Zoom. If you wish to attend the 

meeting please contact the Clerk who 

will provide you with the link to join or 

please see our agendas. The Parish 

Council is here to help the residents of 

Chineham, so if there is a Chineham 

issue you are concerned about, please 

feel free to contact the Clerk, Sally 

Jackson on 01256 474500 or email 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the 

Assistant Clerk, Julia Johnston on 

0 1 2 5 6  3 2 4 3 4 5  o r  e m a i l 

assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 
 

Sally Jackson 

Crime Prevention Bulletin 

Catalytic Converter: Theft Prevention 

Advice: Thieves steal catalytic 

converters for the valuable metals 

they can contain. Vehicles with a 

higher chassis are often targeted, as 

are hybrid vehicles. To keep yours 

safe, ask your car dealer if they can 

give you any advice on locks, cages or 

guards that are approved by the 

vehicle manufacturer. 

 

To further protect your vehicle: 

- Park your car in a locked garage 

where possible, but if this isn’t an 

option, then park in a well-lit and well- 

populated area. 

- If using a public car park, park 

alongside other cars and face your 

bonnet towards a wall where possible. 

- Avoid parking half on the pavement, 

which makes the underside of your 

vehicle more accessible. 

- If your catalytic converter is ‘bolted 

on’ you can have the bolts welded 

shut. 

- Identify/etch your converter with a 

unique reference number and register 

it at www.immobilise.com. 

- Installing security lighting and CCTV 

on your drive can act as a deterrent. 

Look for approved CCTV installers in 

your area who are members of a 

recognised inspecting body e.g. United 

Kingdom Accreditation Service. 

 

If you see someone acting suspiciously 

under a vehicle, report it to the police. 

Obtain as much information as 

possible, including any vehicle 

registrations. 

 

National Trading Standards: Covid-19 

Scams: Criminals are adapting as the 

coronavirus pandemic develops. NTS 
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have listed seven likely scams to 

watch out for: 

1. Price gouging - when traders over-

inflate products that are likely to be in 

high demand, such as Covid-19 testing 

kits. 

2. Online fraud - where websites, apps 

and social media are used to sell 

counterfeit products as more shoppers 

are buying online. 

3. Copycat websites - on which 

criminals pose as people delivering 

legitimate government initiatives. 

4. Claims of miracle cures - including 

fake coronavirus treatments. 

5. Misrepresented home viewings - as 

virtual property viewings are now more 

common, there are risks of buyers or 

renters not getting the true picture of a 

home. 

6. Fake refund websites - offering 

"assistance" in claiming refunds which, 

at the least, is advice that charities 

offer for free. 

7. Exploiting the vulnerable – not a 

new tactic, but will become more 

prominent. 

 

Romance Fraud: Criminals are quick to 

use online dating websites/apps, 

social media platforms or gaming sites 

to gain your trust and form a 

relationship with you.  They will invent 

reasons to ask for your help in sending 

them money or providing them with a 

loan. Always consider the possibility 

that this could be a scam. 

 

Keep your money and information safe 

by checking their profile photos are not 

associated with another name. You 

can do this by uploading the picture of 

the person you’re talking to into 

Google Images. If you’re asked to send 

them money, take a loan out for them 

or allow them access to your bank 

account, stop and Take Five to Stop 

Fraud. 

 

Courier Fraud: Criminals pretend to be 

from your bank or the police and often 

do their research first to find out 

information about your personal and 

financial details. 

 

Remember: Your bank or the police 

will NEVER call and offer to pick up 

your card & PIN by courier if they 

suspect fraud or notice suspicious 

transactions on your account. Do not 

feel pressured to do something you’re 

not comfortable with. It’s ok to reject, 

refuse or ignore requests. 

 

For further Crime Prevention advice 

please visit www.hampshire.police.uk/

cp/crime-prevention/. 
 

Hampshire Constabulary Crime 

Prevention Advisor 

 

Basingstoke & District 

Disability Forum 

The local charity for our disabled 

community is seeking the views of 

their members and from the wider 

disabled community to understand the 

impact of the last lock down. 
 

Please complete the survey at the 

f o l l o w i n g  l i n k :  h t t p s : / /

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QPV7XGS 

and circulate it to anyone who is 

disabled and live in our borough. BDDF 

will use the results to shape how we 

can best serve our members going 

forwards as well as use the results to 

highlight to local authorities the areas 

going well or that require review/extra 

support. 
 

BDDF 
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1st Chineham Scout Group 

We’d love you to be a volunteer in 1st 

Chineham! If you are interested in 

becoming part of this large and 

friendly team – either as a uniformed 

leader, a member of the executive 

team, or simply to help out - then 

please just reply to this note and we 

can arrange a conversation with you. 

Think of what you could get out of it; 

and the skills you could share with us! 

We have some specific vacancies at 

present: 
 

•Secretary – Help to ensure the Exec 

Meetings are run efficiently and 

actions are followed up. 

•Treasurer – Help us to manage the 

group finances. 

•Community Co-ordinator - Strengthen 

and grow our relationship with the 

wider Chineham community as well as 

make our facilities more accessible. 

•Executive Committee Members 

(multiple roles) – Assist us in making 

the group a better place and in 

decision making. We are particularly 

keen to appoint a young person aged 

between 18 - 25 to the Executive 

Committee.  

•Uniformed Leaders – Want to get 

involved with young people and learn 

new skills? 
 

If you would like to find out more 

please contact Sally-Ann, current 

Group Chair in the first instance for 

more details at the following email: 

sallyannhalljones@1stchineham.org.uk

All roles are available to members of 

the wider community, please feel free 

to forward details if you know people 

who may have some interest in joining 

us. 

 

Sally-Ann Hall Jones 

Council Plan Consultation 

Residents, businesses, organisations 

and local interest groups are among 

those being encouraged to have their 

say on how the borough should be 

developed over the next 20 years. 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough 

Council is updating its local plan 

which sets out where different types 

of future development will take place, 

including new homes, business space 

and community facilities. 
 

In May 2019 councillors agreed to 

start the process of updating the local 

p lan,  in  l ine wi th  nat ional 

requirements to review plans every 

five years. This important planning 

document considers the borough’s 

changing needs and sets out how 

these will be met. While the current 

plan has performed well against 

targets this is an opportunity to 

strengthen the plan in a number of 

key areas including tackling the 

climate emergency, creating places 

which  protect  and enhance 

biodiversity where people live and 

ensuring the right infrastructure is in 

place to support new homes. The new 

plan will cover the period up to at 

least 2038. 
 

People have until Monday 9 

November to have their say on the 

key issues identified by the council 

and the possible options for 

addressing them during a six week 

consultation. People can view the key 

issues and comment on possible 

options for addressing them at 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/Issues-and-

Options. Paper copies can also be 

sent by calling 01256 844844. 
 

Krissy Lloyd 



 

 

Old Basing Bowls Club 

The Covid-19 pandemic had the potential 

to destroy our Bowls season – however 

due to careful planning and sticking to 

the new rules we were able to continue, 

albeit in a very different format. The 

initial “lockdown” in April/May put paid to 

our planned membership drive and to 

the opportunity to host and play other 

Clubs. Members could only meet via 

“Zoom” at this time and were itching to 

get started! 
 

As the regulations eased a little we were 

able to be creative and begin to host 

friendly roll ups, coaching sessions, a 

league for members playing pairs 

matches. Our much improved Ladies 

team were able to meet regularly on 13 

occasions to hone their skills. A number 

of social bowling sessions were held at 

weekends, pleasingly being at the full 

“new” capacity of 30 bowlers at any 

given time, culminating in a Closing Drive 

on September 26th. 
 

Despite these difficulties we were 

pleased to recruit five new bowlers to 

add to our current membership of 75. 

Bar income was of course lost, though a 

successful beer auction helped to reduce 

our stocks! Careful planning also meant 

that the Club was also able to access 

£2000 of support from Sport England to 

cover a loss of income this year – the 

only Bowls Club in the Borough to be 

successful in gaining this funding. 
 

We look forward to a more normal 

season in 2021 – please do watch out 

for details of our Open Days in April 2021 

when you can come and give bowls a try 

and access some free coaching too. 

 

Malcolm Christian 

Chairman, Old Basing Bowls Club 

Charity Hike Completed 
On Wednesday 2nd September David 

Smith & Mike Webb completed a 26.2 

mile Marathon Hike in aid of two St 

Michael’s Hospices (North Hants & 

Herefordshire). Currently they have raised 

over £4000.00 including gift aid. David is 

a local professional dance teacher and 

Mike is leader with the Scouts. Each year 

Dance Smith Dance School, based in 

Basingstoke along with his parent’s 

Dance School in Hereford, raises money 

for charities through various raffles at 

their social dance functions. This year no 

social dances have been able to take 

place due to the Covid-19 restrictions, 

however this hasn’t stopped David from 

wanting to continue to raise money for 

charity through his own means, especially 

as charities have been hit the most 

through this awful pandemic. 
 

When lockdown restrictions started to 

ease in June, David teamed up with his 

friend Mike for weekly socially distanced 

walks. These walks soon turned into 

hikes, as each week they would add a 

mile or two onto their previous week’s 

mileage. When they reached 15 miles, 

friends and family started to say that they 

should walk a marathon. So, each week 

they ramped up the miles even further 

and 2nd September was the date set to 

walk their 26.2 mile marathon. The walks 

even caught the attention of local BBC 

Radio stations in Herefordshire and 

Hampshire! 
 

Initially David & Mike only set out to raise 

£1000.00 (£500.00 for each hospice), 

but soon to find out that everyone was so 

generous with their donations that this 

amount way surpassed that original 

figure and surpassed £4000.00! 

Congratulations David and Mike! 
 

David Smith 
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Basingstoke Lions Club 
Covid19 is making us work harder. But 

people are remarkably resilient, 

inventive and supportive and the 

problems which we try to address are 

local, generally involve families or 

individuals, and can generally be fixed 

quickly.  
 

Fundraising: We ran another Zoom Quiz 

which was well received and more 

profitable than the last one. But it was 

somewhat marred by technical 

problems. We’ll try a different approach 

next time. In spite of the fact that all 

participants managed to score within 8 

points of each other there were the 

usual complaints about the questions 

being too hard, too easy, too young, too 

old, wrong subjects etc. Fortunately the 

question master wears duck feathers.  
 

Welfare: We had a case of a young girl 

in need of a specialized wheelchair for 

which her parents had been unable to 

raise the balance of funds needed. We 

and the Loddon Valley Lions (Tadley) 

made up the difference. 
 

World Sight Day: Denied our usual spot 

in the Malls, Morrisons were persuaded 

to host us and a publicity campaign 

was conducted accordingly. We’d like 

to thank Morrisons, and of course 

Vision Express, Leightons and Specs 

Warehouse for their usual very 

welcome support. 
 

Reboot IT: Basingstoke Voluntary Action 

and our Club are co-operating in this 

scheme to revamp old computers to be 

passed on to people who cannot afford 

new ones. Our Fundraising Chairman is 

so keen on the project that he went to 

Upton Grey to pick one up. So if you 

have a redundant computer you’d like 

to donate for re-cycling please contact 

BVA on 01256 423816 or email 

contact@bva.org.uk with your details 

and they will arrange collection. 
 

Community: We nearly lost two of our 

members who went out to support the 

Keep Britain Tidy campaign on a 

particularly windy day. But they 

returned fitter and hungrier than they 

went out. 
 

Philip Wilson 

 

Prostate Cancer now #1 
It is official, prostate cancer is now 

recognised as the most commonly 

diagnosed form of cancer in the UK. 

Basingstoke hospital is one of the lead 

locations in the UK for effective 

treatment. In addition, locally there is a 

very effective and active support group 

for men and their partners affected by 

this disease – the North Hampshire 

Prostate Cancer Support Group.  
 

Locally the level of virus is now very low; 

and the hospital is seeking to get back to 

close to normal, whilst still maintaining 

tight infection control. It is now 

encouraging any person with suspected 

cancer to immediately make contact with 

their GP, as at present the level of cancer 

referrals from GPs to the hospital is well 

below normal, however it is fully open for 

helping this group of patients. It has 

confirmed that all referrals are being 

handled with an initial face to face 

contact, before establishing what future 

treatment is required. 
 

The support group can help with not only 

understanding and empathy to deal with 

the emotional and psychological issues, 

but it also holds regular meetings with 

guest speakers addressing an 

increasingly wide range of subjects. The 

current lockdown, although prohibiting 

physical meets, has not hindered 

39 



 

 

continued gatherings via ‘Zoom’. Once 

lockdown is over, it is intended that the 

popular weekly ‘exercise sessions’ at 

the sports centre in town will be re-

activated. Contact us and see how the 

group might help: call or text 07377 

430242, email info@nhpcsg.org.uk, 

website www.nhpcsg.org.uk. 

 

Keith Bunker  

 

Bramley Primary School 
Bramley Church of England Primary 

School Year R Virtual Open Days: Is your 

child turning 4 before the 1st September 

2021? If so, you have reached that time 

of looking at schools which can be both 

exciting and daunting! To help you make 

the all-important decision as to where to 

send your child, we are hosting Virtual 

Open Days on the following dates: 

Thurs 5th Nov – 9.30am & 4.30pm 

Fri 6th Nov – 9.30am & 11.00am 

Tues 10th Nov – 9.30am & 2.00pm 

 

We have decided to run several sessions 

which will allow greater opportunities to 

ask questions by keeping the numbers 

attending small. We feel that this is an 

important part of the process when 

choosing a school for your child. This is 

an opportunity for you to see film footage 

of the school in action, hear important 

information from the Executive Head 

teacher or Head of School and ask as 

many questions as you like. 
 

Please either phone the school on 01256 

881339 or email adminoffice 

@bramley.hants.sch.uk to book your 

place. The application deadline is in 

January 2021. 

 

Bramley School Office 

 

Great Binfields Primary School 
Will your child be starting school in 

September 2021? See our virtual tour 

and addit ional information at 

www.greatbinfields.co.uk/admissions-

and-starting-at-our-school/. Ofsted says 

that Great Binfields Primary School is a 

‘GOOD’ school.   
 

Take a virtual tour around our school, and 

find out about our creative curriculum, 

outdoor learning, provision and much 

more! We will be holding virtual Q and A 

events at the following times, Friday 13th 

November 1.15-3.00pm and Tuesday 

24th November from 4.00-5.45pm, for 

you to ask any questions you may have 

after viewing our online materials. If you 

would like to attend a slot at one of these 

virtual Q&A events, please call the school 

office on 01256 460532 or email 

adminoffice@greatbinfields.hants.sch.uk 

to book a time. 
 

‘My children have been very well 

supported and have progressed 

extremely well both academically & 

emotionally.’ Parent comment May 2019. 

‘Pupils are very happy at Great Binfields. 

They are respectful and articulate, and 

were keen to tell me all the good things 

about their school. The school has a 

carefully designed curriculum that meets 

pupils’ needs and sparks their interest.’ 

Ofsted May 2019. 
 

'We are so happy with the school. It 

provides a super curriculum and as a 

result our children love learning.  We are 

delighted that we chose GBP.’ Parent 

comment 2019. ‘Pupils demonstrate a 

love of learning and a sense of wonder at 

some of the knowledge they are 

acquiring.’ Ofsted May 2019. 

 

Debbie Robinson 
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Kids’ Chat! 
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www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk 


