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January 2021 

Happy New Year to all of you lovely residents of Chineham. I hope your festive seasons, 

and any New Year celebrations were wonderful—and safe. With the new year comes 

some changes for the Chat. For this new issue of 2021 we are moving to nothing other 

than a new printer. We are so grateful to our wonderful previous printer, Martin 

Biermann, who has been producing the Chat for more issues than anyone can 

accurately recall. However, by moving to Greenhouse Graphics we are able to resume 

printing in colour! This was something flagged as desirable during our survey a few 

years back, and we have been investigating how to make it happen. It has taken many 

months of careful investigation but we look forward to working with Greenhouse 

Graphics. You’ll notice a few changes in the coming months as we take advantage of 

the new options offered. To that end, if you are interested in advertising—in colour!—in 

the Chineham Chat please get in touch with adverts@chinehamchat.com.  

 

However, on a sadder note we also say farewell and thank you to our wonderful 

Assistant Editor, Kirstie, who is leaving the area. She has done an amazing job over the 

last couple of years and will be much missed. I have to wonder what else 2021 has in 

store as it is already looking like an interesting one. We will have to watch and see...  

 

Jo Appleford-Cook 

Please Note 
The views expressed in the Chineham Chat are not necessarily those of the Team. The Team does not accept 

any liability nor warrant any product or service advertised in the Chineham Chat. Copyright on all original 

material in this publication strictly reserved. 
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Chineham Library 

Greetings from Chineham Library! You will 

have heard this many times before 

reading this, but Happy New Year!  

 

It’s the time for New Year’s Resolutions – 

if you want some inspiration for doing 

something new this year then pop into the 

library and check out our craft and hobby 

books (any current restrictions permitting, 

of course). Or if you ate too many mince 

pies (like me – and yes, I know I’m writing 

this in advance but I know it’s going to 

happen!) then have a look at our selection 

of cookery and exercise books.  

 

If you want to learn something new over 

the next few weeks there are a number of 

courses available online as part of the 

‘Learning in Libraries’ scheme. To find out 

more and to book a course visit the 

H a n t s w e b  s h o p  o n l i n e  o n 

www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php?

cat=369 and click on ‘Online learning’. Be 

aware that you may need to download 

Zoom for course access. 

 

We are still running the Ready Reads 

scheme if you would like us to pick your 

books for you – if you would like to 

register, either ring 01962 454747 or go 

t o  w w w . h a n t s . g o v . u k /

librariesandarchives/library/ready-reads 

to fill in the online registration form. You 

can specify particular genres such as 

Crime, Romance or Biographies, as well 

as choosing how many books you’d like 

for both you and/or children.  

 

Hampshire Library offers a Home Library 

Service to support those who cannot visit 

a library due to ill-health, disability, or 

caring duties. If you do not use the Home 

Library Service but are taking additional 

health precautions, Ready Reads 

selections and reservations can also be 

collected on your behalf. Go to 

www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/

library/resources/homelibraryservice to 

find out more, or ring 01962 454747. 

 

Please remember that joining the library 

is FREE, browsing is FREE, the Ready 

Reads and Home Library Service are 

FREE, and our e-offerings through 

BorrowBox and RBDigital are FREE! 

 

We are currently open on the following 

days: 

Tuesday: 10 am – 4 pm 

Wednesday: 10 am – 4 pm 

Friday: 10 am – 4 pm 

Saturday: 10 am – 4 pm 

 

Chineham Library Team 

 

Chineham WI 
Happy New Year! Chineham Womens' 

Institute had hoped to be able to meet 

again in person at Christ Church by 

January 2021, but alas, this looks unlikely 

to happen at the time of writing. We will 

continue our meetings on Zoom for the 

time being. 
 

Good news for ladies who would like to 

join us, but for whom our meeting day and 

time are inconvenient.  If this is you, then 

you'll be delighted to learn that the 

Hampshire Federation are trialling a new 

virtual WI.  The Hampshire Virtual WI is an 

opportunity to join in with their meetings 

from your own home, or where ever you 

are. The intention is that the new 

Hampshire Virtual WI will have a similar 

format to a "regular" WI but the monthly 

meetings will all be held via Zoom with 

members from across Hampshire. All 

welcome, no previous WI experience 

needed! The Hampshire Virtual WI is free 

until 31 March 2021, when an annual 

subscription will become payable. The 

Hampshire Virtual WI is limited to a 

maximum of 100 members, so don't 
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delay, send an email today to 

virtualwi@hampshirewi.org.uk to express 

your interest in joining and give it a try. 

Their next meeting is on Friday, 15th 

January 2021 at 8pm. 

 

Pam Malcolm, Treasurer, Chineham WI 

 

Four Lanes Infants School 
In Year 2, we have been learning about 

money in maths, we are learning how to 

recognise different coins and notes and 

using our part-part-whole model to add 

them up. We will be learning how to take 

away to get change next.  

 

In DT, we have learned about axels, 

wheels, chassis and bodies of a car. We 

have made our own car using a box. We 

painted our box and left it to dry 

overnight. We had to measure the right 

size for our wooden axle and an adult cut 

them up for us. We had a fixed or free 

axel and put on wheels and stoppers. 

Lastly, we decorated the cards with card, 

paper and some stickers and then left the 

glue to dry. We had pictures taken with 

them and then took them home.  

 

We have also been writing a letter to 

Santa. We have planned it and have 

written the letters that have actually been 

sent to Santa! We asked him a question 

in our letter like, ‘What do you do on 

Christmas Day?’ We hope he enjoys our 

letters. Next week (before Christmas), we 

are looking forward to fun activities, 

having an outside disco (due to Covid) 

and singing around our Christmas tree in 

the Wellbeing Garden.  

 

We are looking forward to 2021 and 

learning about the Great Fire of London. 

We like being in Year 2 because we like 

going on Purple Mash (computer program) 

playing with our friends and being the 

oldest year group in the school. We 

always try hard and sometimes get on the 

rainbow for good work and trying our best.  

 

Year 1 have been learning about light as a 

symbol in RE, how we use light to 

celebrate or remember. Christians use an 

Advent ring or Christingle to help them to 

remember and celebrate. They had an 

online meeting with Reverend Jonathan 

and learned how to make their own 

Christingle from an orange, candle, red 

tape, cocktail sticks and marshmallows. 

They have been retelling the story of 

Alfie’s Christmas and how he gets ready 

for Christmas. Lastly, they made clay 

candleholders that they decorated using 

different methods to remember that 

Christians believe Jesus is the light of the 

World. 

 

In Year R, they have been thinking about 

birthdays. They had a birthday party for 

their class puppet. They made birthday 

cards and invitations for the party and 

had a go at present wrapping. They played 

party games, made pretend candles 

rolling playdough and playdough cakes. 

They have been writing shopping lists 

about what they need for a party. Children 

enjoyed making hats, party hats and 

playing with balloons. On the celebration 

table, they could play with party bags, 

party plates and cups and had banners 

hanging up. They will be thinking about 

how they celebrate their own birthdays 

and Jesus’s birthday at Christmas.  

 

Happy New Year to you, we wish you a 

happy healthy 2021 from everyone at 

Four Lanes Infant School. 

  
Penny House and Isla Mason 



 

 

Probus Club 

Probus Club member Alex Marianos is a 

highly qualified civil engineer and told of 

his time when, in 1969, he was 

responsible for several building projects 

around Benghazi in Libya. Libya was a 

peaceful place and Benghazi was an 

important business city with first class 

hotels, banks, restaurants and good 

shops. Libya was liberated from the 

Italians in 1951 when King Idris declared 

it a Kingdom. All religious places of 

worship were permitted, and several 

European schools served the expat 

community.  

 

On the morning of 1st September 1969, a 

radio announcement declared a military 

coup headed by Colonel Gaddafi had 

ousted King Idris. It was a textbook swift 

bloodless coup. Later, Alex had a phone 

call from the wife of the (ex) Chief of Staff. 

He had met him a few months earlier 

when he turned up unexpectedly with 

King Idris at a garrison he was building. 

The wife was now under house arrest. She 

had run out of food for herself and four 

children. He went to their home with 

provisions for several days until the family 

was moved on. 

 

Business soon returned to normal but 

there was an atmosphere of tension 

especially as there was a curfew from 

sunset to sunrise for quite a while. 

Gaddafi developed the oil reserves and 

the wealth brought stability in the country 

for many years. Conservative Arab society 

was maintained with the added restriction 

on alcohol but strict religious customs 

were not enforced. Women were treated 

with respect, wore western clothes, drove 

cars and worked in mixed gender 

environments. Gaddafi, for all his faults 

had integrity and patriotism and all his 

antics were attention seeking rather than 

mischief.  

 

In total, Alex spent well over five years in 

Libya but, in view of the current unrest, is 

relieved not to be there today. For more 

information about the Probus Club of 

B a s i n g s t o k e  s e e 

www.probusbasingstoke.club. 

 

Paul Flint 

 
Great Binfields School Governor 
Have you ever thought about becoming a 

School Governor? 

 

School governors can transform the lives 

of children and young people by improving 

education standards. Working as a team, 

governors support and challenge school 

leadership. Their professional skills and 

expertise are harnessed to make strategic 

decisions that improve the learning 

environment and future prospects for 

children in schools. By volunteering your 

time you are rewarded by being part of 

your school’s improvement journey and 

can also have the opportunity to take part 

in activities with those that really matter - 

the children. 

 

At Great Binfields Primary School we are 

looking for someone to join our friendly 

team of Governors, following the 

resignation of a governor after many years 

of service. If you would like to contact us 

to chat about how you can shape and 

challenge the future of your local primary 

school please contact Mrs Janet 

Cull inane, Chair of  Governors 

(janetmcullinane@gmail.com) or Mr 

Mar t in  B ie rmann,  V ice Cha i r 

(m.biermann111@gmail.com). Thank you. 

 

Debbie Robinson 



 

 9 

NWR 

 

Our National group continues to provide a 

huge variety of quizzes, speakers and 

other activities to keep us occupied and 

this has been much appreciated through 

these challenging times. More locally, as 

it was not possible to meet for our usual 

Christmas lunch we compromised with a 

zoom party, all wearing suitably festive 

jumpers and jewellery. We pulled crackers 

and shared the awful jokes, had a 

Christmas quiz and then related our best 

and worst Christmas experiences. 

Although a little different from previous 

years we all had a good time with lots of 

laughter. 

 

Our reading group continues on zoom and 

on 17th December we have chosen Adam 

Kay's "Twas the Nightshift before 

Christmas" which seemed appropriate. To 

get into the Christmas spirit we will raise a 

glass and share any other good reads we 

want to recommend. 

 

We will continue to be creative with our 

meetings and activities as we start 2021 

but are delighted to have had a few new 

members join our group and look forward 

to meeting them properly when we get 

back to normal. If you would like to make 

new friends and enjoy a variety of 

activities and lively conversations, then 

please check us out. New members are 

always welcome, if only virtually at the 

moment. For more information do look at 

the website: nwr.org.uk or get in touch 

with our Local Organiser for this year: 

Karen Dann, telephone: 01256 328488, 

email: karen.dann@gmail.com.  

 

Diane Hope 

 

 

Tougher penalties for dog-

fouling offenders 
 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 

is cracking down on dog owners who fail 

to clear up after their pet has fouled in a 

public space by introducing tougher 

penalties. Anybody caught not cleaning up 

after their dog has fouled in a public 

space, or not carrying with them a way of 

clearing up after their dog, such as dog 

poo bags, faces an on-the-spot fine of 

£100 or a court prosecution. This is 

double the previous Fixed Penalty Notice 

of £50 which could be issued for dog 

fouling offences. 

 

A borough-wide Public Spaces Protection 

Order (PSPO) for dog fouling will enable 

the tougher penalties to be enforced. It is 

an offence for dog owners to not clear up 

after their dog has fouled in a public 

space and requires they carry an 

appropriate means to pick up their dog’s 

poo. 

 

The council is reacting to growing concern 

and numerous complaints from borough 

residents about an increase in dog fouling 

in their neighbourhoods. A public 

consultation on plans to introduce the 

order saw 97 per cent of the 848 

respondents agree that people who fail to 

pick up after their dogs have fouled is a 

problem in the borough and supported 

the proposed powers to deal with this. 

 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  v i s i t 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/PSPO-dog-

fouling. 

 

Krissy Lloyd 
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Basingstoke Lions Club 

Quiz Night 14 November: This was a quiz 

which had been prepared 15 months 

earlier and was therefore intended for 

delivery in the Cliddesden Millennium 

Hall, our normal venue for these 

disputaceous (yes, I know, there’s no 

such word) events. I make no claim to 

infallibility, just state that I am right. I do 

make an exception if I realise that I’ve 

given the answer to the next question e.g. 

The glorious twelfth is on the 30th of 

November (you can work that one out for 

yourselves). Anyway our Zoom quizzes are 

gaining traction. Contestants for the last 

one were up to 24 and donations rose 

correspondingly.  

 

Donation: Our Club received a surprise 

donation of £500. Apparently the donor, 

who wishes to remain anonymous, was 

persuaded that we were a worthy 

recipient in view of the work we do to 

support members of the local community. 

We are most grateful, both on our behalf, 

and on behalf of the many people it will 

help. 

 

Fundraising: In my last report I mentioned 

the Basingstoke and Deane Community 

Lottery on which we have a page which 

enables our supporters to buy lottery 

tickets to support us. That seems to be 

working very well. In a full year it already 

looks as though we will be the 

beneficiaries of at least £350. 

 

Welfare: The latest specs collection 

arising from World Sight Day has been 

delivered to Chichester. Two families have 

been helped with replacement white 

goods and thanks to the beneficence of 

our Treasurer (after the thumbscrews had 

been applied) we will be donating over 

£2000 to a variety of causes which help 

troubled people. 

 

Fun: Anyone who was hoping for a “Get 

Out of Jail Free” card for Christmas must 

be sadly disappointed. Perhaps that is 

why my fellow members appear to have 

sent me to Coventry for suggesting a 

zoom get together where everyone has to 

perform some sort of party piece. Party 

Poopers! 

 

Philip Wilson 

 

Voting safely next year 

On Thursday 6 May 2021 residents in 

Basingstoke and Deane will go to the 

polls to have their say on who represents 

them in the Basingstoke and Deane 

Borough Council, Hampshire County 

Council, parish council and Police and 

Crime Commissioner elections. While 

these elections may not be until May, 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 

is already making plans to help residents 

stay safe while casting their vote and is 

keen to remind people of the options 

available to them. 

 

There are a number of ways people can 

have their say during the elections: 

• vote in a polling station 

• by post 

• or by appointing someone you trust to 

vote on your behalf, which is known as a 

proxy vote. 

 

Residents must be registered to vote to 

have a say at the elections. For more 

information and to apply for a postal or a 

proxy vote visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/

postal-proxy-voting or call 01256 

844844. 

 

Krissy Lloyd 
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Prostate Cancer – It’s a  

Dog’s Life 

What an amazing talk Robin Galvin of the 

charity ‘Medical Detector Dogs’ gave to 

the North Hampshire Prostate Cancer 

Support Group at their latest Zoom 

meeting at the end of October, at which 

members from both the Isle of Wight and 

Reading groups attended. He set out how 

the charity came into being, following the 

behaviour of a couple of pets highlighting 

to their owners that they had a medical 

problem despite the prevailing science 

not showing any evidence. 
 

Robin explained how dogs sense of smell 

can be nearly 60 times more sensitive 

than that of humans, and that they can 

sense the volatiles given off by the 

products of abnormal cells. He outlined 

the current dog related research currently 

being undertaken in both the UK and US, 

and how they train the dogs. Once this 

‘evidence based research’ is proven, 

funding is anticipated to cover a further 

three years work. Although work has 

already lead to the creation of an artificial 

‘nose’, this currently takes 20 minutes to 

produce a result which a dog does in 

milliseconds. 
 

Diverting from prostate cancer, Robin 

highlighted the charity’s work with Covid 

detection, using deactivated virus with the 

dogs already demonstrating a 90% 

success rate. 
 

In addition to training dogs to detect 

disease, the charity also trains ‘Alert’ dogs 

to live and work with patients suffering 

from life restricting illnesses such as type 

1 diabetes, or severe allergies, with dogs 

trained to detect the onset of attacks, and 

as a result even fetch medicines from 

fridges – the question was however asked 

as to whether they closed the door 

afterwards? 

The event came to a conclusion, with a 

short video created explaining how for 

one patient her ‘Alert’ dog had totally 

transformed her life. For details of the 

next meeting please see the NHPCSG 

support group website or contact: email: 

info@nhpcsg.org.uk, phone or text 07377 

430242, website: www.nhpcsg.org.uk 
 

Keith Bunker 

 

Camrose Centre 

The Camrose Centre for the Homeless 

and Vulnerably Housed people in 

Basingstoke is now serving its clients in 

its own right as an independent 

Charitable Incorporated Organisation. 

Over the past 10 years, Camrose has 

been supported and supervised by 

Basingstoke Voluntary Action, of which 

Camrose remains a member. Camrose 

continues to offer a place of shelter, hot 

meals, food packs, guidance on a wide 

range of issues and most important of all, 

a sympathetic listening ear to homeless 

and vulnerable people in Basingstoke. 

 

"We have the support of our enthusiastic 

Board of Trustees, and we have recently 

welcomed a new Support Worker 

Charlotte Gruntowska to our team, 

enabling us to provide an even greater 

level of help to local homeless people" 

comments Clare Farrow, Centre Manager. 

"We are always looking for more 

volunteers to help us with both client 

facing and back office roles. We also 

welcome new applications to join our 

Board of Trustees". 

 

Regular supporters of the Camrose 

should note the new contact details, and 

online donations page which can all be 

found on Camrose's updated website 

www.thecamrosecentre.org. 

 

Samantha Baker 
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Rotary Club 

Changing lives with Lendwithcare loans: 

Basingstoke Deane Rotary Club are 

celebrating a landmark charitable 

achievement as one of hundreds of Rotary 

clubs from across the country to jointly 

contribute over £1million to Lendwithcare, a 

microfinance charity which enables people in 

the UK to make small loans to entrepreneurs 

from poor communities around the world. 

Since October 2011, Rotary clubs across the 

UK have been raising funds to make small 

loans to entrepreneurs in developing 

countries, enabling them to start or expand 

their small businesses and work their way 

out of poverty, feed their families and send 

their children to school. Basingstoke Deane 

Rotary has been part of this since early 

2020. More than £1 million has now been 

lent by Rotary to farmers, tailors, market 

stallholders and food producers to name just 

a few of the types of businesses Rotary have 

helped in 11 countries across Africa, Asia, 

and South America.  
 

Basingstoke Deane Rotary Club initially lent 

£345, which contributed towards the 

national £1 million landmark, with the club 

loaning to 9 groups/entrepreneurs in 

Malawi, Philippines, and Rwanda. 

Basingstoke Deane Rotary have helped 78 

entrepreneurs, and 298 family members, 

and assisted in the creation of 43 jobs. A 

relatively small investment by us goes a long 

way in developing countries and we have 

already agreed to increase our investment to 

£1,000 so that we will be able to help more 

emerging businesses and entrepreneurs 
 

Rotary is one of the world’s largest and most 

successful global membership and 

humanitarian service organisations, with 1.2 

million members in over 200 countries 

volunteering their time and their talents to 

tackle challenges at home and abroad to 

promote peace, fight disease, provide clean 

water, support education, save mothers and 

children and grow local economies. For more 

info see www.lendwithcare.org. 
 

Lindy Richardson 
 

Linguatastic 

As we write this article and possibly as you 

are reading it, we are coming to the end of a 

strange and difficult year. Hopefully though, 

our preschoolers will have had fun at their 

Christmas parties, and older language 

enthusiasts will have appreciated our digital 

countdown to Christmas (if you haven’t seen 

it yet, search “Linguatastic” on Facebook and 

watch the educational and entertaining 

videos). Another thing to celebrate is the 

£70+ which we raised for Children in Need in 

November and the Christmas hampers we 

packed with our little ones and donated to 

Basingstoke Foodbank. Thank you to all who 

contributed. As for 2021, we are looking 

forward to getting back to seeing more of our 

learners in person and engaging in more 

community activities.   
 

On 24th January it’s International Day of 

Education; the name of which includes two 

words close to our heart. Our activities are all 

about embracing the international world, its 

different cultures, traditions and languages. 

And educating is what we do, not only in 

languages, but also in life skills.   
 

2021 isn’t going to be all plain sailing. We’re 

entering into a new era outside of the EU and 

we still have lots to deal with in terms of the 

virus. Maybe now more than ever, we need 

to remember the importance of the 

international world and be open to educating 

ourselves about other cultures and not forget 

the benefits of working together for the 

common good. Maybe we could start off by 

experiencing another country’s traditions? A 

good one for this year would be Colombia’s 

tradition of burning an “año viejo” (old year) 

puppet, filled with notes of what you want to 

say goodbye to from 2020. Wishing 

everyone a healthy (in every way) 2021! 
 

Fiona Biermann 
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Basingstoke Sports Council 
Basingstoke Sports Council are a 

voluntary organisation who have been in 

existence for over 30 years interacting 

with or supporting the vibrant sporting 

community of our borough. The core 

committee has representatives from 

various sports and links with the Borough 

Council, Energise Me, School Sport Co-

ordinator, local facility and other sporting 

representatives. With funding support 

withdrawn by the Borough Council last 

March, we are looking at ways to gain 

much needed income to support the local 

Sporting community and really hope that 

local Sports Club members will support 

and promote us if we are to continue in 

2021 and beyond.   
 

Basingstoke & Deane Community Lottery: 

Why not tell a friend or shout about 

Basingstoke & Deane Voluntary Sports 

Council lottery page on social media and 

tag them and the Lottery to help raise 

their profile and gain them some extra 

valuable support? 
 

Voluntary Sports Council Objectives:  

-Represent and support the collective 

views and needs of all sport interests in 

the local area. 
 

-Assess, promote and encourage sport 

and health initiatives and activities within 

Basingstoke & Deane including 

Basingstoke Get Active and the Twinning 

Festival of Sport plus offer advice and 

guidance in providing for those activities.  

 

-Assist, support and advise on planning 

and development of sporting facilities and 

opportunities in partnership with 

interested agencies. 
 

-Receive and consider reports and 

recommendations from any organisations 

on all matters concerning sport and take 

such action as may deem appropriate 

interacting with BDBC or Energise Me etc. 

-Advise and support organisations and 

individuals upon resource, club 

development, marketing and funding 

issues etc. plus recognise local sporting 

talent and achievement via social media, 

newsletter and direct contact. 
 

-Interact with relevant agencies to provide 

sport  admin is t rat ion,  coaching 

development, officiating and volunteering 

opportunities within the local sporting 

community. 
 

-Research and disseminate information to 

organisations and individuals in the 

borough concerning available sporting 

facilities, funding, initiatives and activities 

plus maintain and promote an up to date 

record of all known local sporting 

organisations.  
 

Young & Old should get active in January! 

2020 has been a challenging year for all 

our mental health, so Sport in Mind has 

teamed up with the brilliant RED January 

to kick start 2021 in a positive way. 
 

RED January is a FREE nationwide 

movement to empower people (young and 

old) to get active every day in January for 

their mental health. Over 150,000 

people, businesses, NHS trusts, Councils, 

clubs, schools, college and Universities 

have got involved in RED January 

previously and we’d love it if you could 

join us all in getting involved in 2021. You 

can sign up FREE to RED January today 

via: www.joinredjan.co.uk. 
 

Keep up to date with our Facebook: 

Basingstoke Voluntary Sports Council 

update Facebook with daily news on a 

very wide range of sport and health 

information so please keep in touch and 

feel free to share relevant updates. Keep 

in touch with us via email at 

basvsc@out look.com. We need 

interaction and support from the local 

sporting community! 

 

Basingstoke Sports Council  
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County and Borough  

Councillor Elaine Still 
Hampshire Over the years 

people have asked me why 

HWRC Recycling Centres do 

not allow pedestrians or 

cyclists on site. The reason 

has always been because of 

safety concerns as you are 

deemed to be safer in a 

vehicle. 
 

However HCC were to trial 

pedestrian and cyclist access 

at New Alresford. This 

triggered wider interest with a 

large number of County 

Councillors expressing the 

wish of people to access 

HWRCs by foot or cycle. HCC 

will now consider how a 

meaningful trial can be run, in 

a safe and controlled way. 

HCC have therefore, deferred 

a decision on this to allow for 

further details to be 

developed into how the trial 

will be run. 
 

The trial design will need to 

look carefully at how sites are 

accessed and whether we 

should run separate trials to 

test different options for 

pedestrian and cycle access. 

Coronavirus regulations, 

social distancing and the 

online booking system will all 

need to be considered in 

looking at any variation to 

access arrangements—now 

and in the future when 

regulations may change. 
 

As we reach the end of an 

unusual and testing year I 

wish you all a Happy and 

Peaceful New Year… 

 

Elaine Still 

07747 862913 

elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 

 

Borough Councillor  

Laura Edwards 
And we made it! Goodbye 2020 

and hello 2021. We start the 

new year with news of a 

vaccine and some hope of 

getting back to normal.  

 

In May there will be County and 

Borough Council elections and 

an election for the Police and 

Crime Commissioner. There are 

several ways you can have your 

say during the elections: vote in 

a polling station; by post; or by 

appointing someone you trust 

to vote on your behalf - a proxy 

vote. Residents must be 

registered to vote to have a say 

at the elections. For more 

i n f o r m a t i o n  v i s i t 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/postal

-proxy-voting  or call 01256 

844844. 

 

Basingstoke and Deane 

Borough Council is cracking 

down on dog owners who fail to 

clear up after their pet has 

fouled in a public space by 

introducing tougher penalties. 

 

Anybody caught not cleaning up 

after their dog has fouled in a 

public space, or not carrying 

with them a way of clearing up 

after their dog, such as dog poo 

bags, faces an on-the-spot fine 

of £100 or a court prosecution. 

This is double the previous 

Fixed Penalty Notice of £50 

which could be issued for dog 

fouling offences. For more 

i n f o r m a t i o n  v i s i t 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/PSPO-

dog-fouling.   
 

Laura Edwards 

Tel: 07999 120252 

Cllr.laura.edwards@basingstoke.g

ov.uk 

Facebook: Chineham and 

Sherfield Park Councillor 

 

 

Borough Councillor  

Paul Miller 
The Corona 19 Vaccine has just 

started to be administered as I 

write, so hopefully it will result 

to an easing of some of the 

restrictions that have become 

our ‘normal’ existence in 2020 

in the not too distant future. As 

you will have heard in the 

media outlets, there are set 

priorities as to which persons 

will receive the vaccine and in 

due course we will all receive 

our personal invitations to 

receive the 'jab’. I have 

enquired how some of our 

more vulnerable residents are 

expected to travel to the 

Vaccination Hub and I was 

assured that plans are being 

finalised to ensure that no-one 

will be disadvantaged by being 

either mobility challenged or 

without personal transport; this 

is being organised on a 

Borough-wide level but all I can 

say is that Chineham residents 

should not have far to go for 

the jab. 

 

We have all been a little 

confused with the seemingly 

continual changing of the Covid 

19 restrictions, but as we leave 

the Christmas period behind I 

would ask that we do not undo 

all the good that our efforts 

have achieved to date and we 

will look forward to finish 2021 

with the worst of the Pandemic 

behind us. 

 

On that note, I hope everyone 

has had a Happy Christmas and 

look forward to a Safe New 

Year in 2021. 

 
Paul Miller 

Borough Councillor 

01256 467400/07777 659022  

Cllr.paul.miller@basingstoke.gov 
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NGS 

Great news: Lets face it we could all currently 

do with a bit of cheer. Despite all the trials 

and tribulations of 2020 the National Garden 

Scheme were able to donate close to £3 

million to our Nursing, Caring & Health 

charities. (£2,884,710) at the end of 2020 
 

The main donations are as follows:-  

Macmillan Cancer Support £425,000 

Marie Curie £425,000 

Hospice UK £425,000  

Carers Trust £340,000 

The Queen’s Nursing Institute £370,000 

Parkinson’s UK £157,500  

Guest charity:  Mind £80,000 
 

The lions share - £2,587,000 - goes to the 

nursing and health charities, without which 

the NHS would have struggled during the 

coronavirus crisis. To see all the details of 

the donations click on the link: https://

ngs.org.uk/national-garden-scheme-

donations-to-key-nursing-and-health-charities

-provide-critical-support-in-year-of-crisis/. 
 

To achieve these results we had to cut cost 

to a bare minimum and come up with 

innovative ideas. The first of these was the 

very successful campaign to view online 

‘Virtual Gardens’. At the same time we 

launched our ‘Help Support Our Nurses’ 

campaign, urging people who watched the 

videos to make a donation. Our target was 

£100,000 - staggeringly, this campaign 

raised over £250.000. 
 

Then at the beginning of June we were able 

to start reopening gardens. So, keeping 

strictly within the government guidelines, we 

tentatively started opening our gardens with 

limited numbers and timed visiting slots, to 

ensure social distancing and all tickets had 

to be pre-booked online. Amazingly by the 

end of October, when the last visitors had left 

the open gardens had raised a total of 

£450,000. 
 

Our wonderful garden openers did not 

disappoint in other ways. There were many 

initiatives  to raise funds - the main one 

being Plant Sales, often from driveways with 

‘honesty buckets’. This raised £117,000. 

These results are based on national figures, 

but in Hampshire our garden owners did not 

disappoint raising £50,000. A very 

enterprising couple from the New Forest 

went one further and with the help of a few 

pallets and some silver birch created these 

fantastic bug houses, which were also for 

sale. 
 

We look forward to a very different 2021 and 

hope to be able to welcome many more 

visitors to our gardens. Keep safe and best 

wishes 
 

Pat Beagley  

pat.beagley@ngs.org.uk 

 

Basingstoke Voluntary Action 

Net Coronavirus Programme: Grants 

between £2–£5,000 are now available to 

support local voluntary and community 

organisations that are helping vulnerable 

people impacted by the Covid-19 crisis. 

Apply now! See www.bvaction.org.uk/net-

coronavirus-programme-hiwcf/. 
 

Trigger Tool e-Learning Course: Created 

by Hampshire County Council as a free 

resource for the VCSE sector in 

Hampshire, this awareness and 

confidence building tool is aimed at 

volunteers, informal carers, or anyone 

who works in the community. See 

www.bvact ion.org.uk/tr igger -tool-e-

learning-course/. 
 

Community Grant: Connect4communities 

is a new initiative being driven by HCC to 

provide direct assistance to vulnerable 

households and families with children 

who are particularly affected by the 

pandemic. See www.bvaction.org.uk/

community-grant/. 
 

BVA Team 
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Minister’s Message 

A New Year bringing Hope and Recovery. 

As I write this message, I'm watching the 

first people receiving the Covid vaccine 

and getting quite tearful at the thought 

that there is now something that can 

begin to help us return to 'normal' after 

the tumultuous events of 2020. For many 

of us, we are so grateful to the scientists, 

the hospital staff, the vaccination 

volunteers and many, many others who 

have made this day possible. 

 

2020 was a year that we could never 

have imagined we would ever have to 

face. For some it has been heart 

breaking, for others very difficult and for 

many others it has brought dramatic 

changes into our lifestyles.  

 

So what could our thoughts be as we face 

this New Year, as hopefully we may begin 

to emerge from our time of isolation, 

safety or hibernation? I was challenged to 

consider the treasures that we have been 

able to mine as we have faced and 

embraced this far from ordinary time.  

 

What can we keep in our lives as we go 

ahead into this New Year and era, that 

became significant in the last year? 

 

—May we keep that deep care and 

concern for others that we have seen, as 

so many have sacrificed so much. 

 

—May we appreciate all of those who are 

dear to us as we will soon be able to 

spend face to face time with each other 

again. 

 

—May we save as much as we can of the 

simple life that we have discovered. 

 

—May we keep giving to those in need of a 

kind word or a thoughtful gesture. 

 

—May we respect those we meet along 

the way just as we have been doing to 

keep each other safe. 

 

—May we continue praying that God will 

help us and be with us in the good times 

and in the difficult. 

 

—May we thank God for the gift of today 

which has become so much more relevant 

than it was before . 

 

—May we give each other time to 

gradually resurface and learn how to live 

with more normality again. 

 

—May we remember and consider all who 

have suffered tragic loss as a result of 

this destructive pandemic. 

 

—May we allow the creativity that has 

given birth to new vaccines, to flourish as 

we appreciate the freedom restored to us. 

 

—May we search for a new relationship 

with God as so many have done during 

this time of questioning the deeper 

meaning of life. 

 

And finally a biblical quote to guide us into 

our New Year, given originally to someone 

who was facing a huge task.  

 

'Be strong and courageous. Do not be 

terrified; do not be discouraged, for the 

Lord your God will be with you where ever 

you go'. (Joshua ch.1) 

 

May God be with each one of us as we 

embark on this New Year. 

 

Hazel Marchment  

(Basingstoke Community Churches). 
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Christ Church Activities 

It’s strange knowing that as you read this, 

Christmas may be a fading memory in the 

mind, and also that by now the first doses 

of vaccines should have been received by 

those in the higher priority groups and the 

rest of us will be anticipating those 

appointments! As I write, the 

consignments have just arrived in the 

country, and the lights on the Church 

Christmas tree are twinkling brightly 

against the foggy Monday weather!    

 

Services: Now we’re out of lockdown, we 

can welcome you in person to our church 

for services. Hopefully this will remain the 

pattern from now, but for those who are 

avoiding public spaces and want to join in 

from home can so via our YouTube 

channel  https ://youtube.com/c/

ChristChurchChineham. Services start at 

10am and last for around an hour, and 

you can join us live or catch up later in the 

day, and all our services remain on 

YouTube, so you can see previous ones 

too. Following each service we have a 30 

minute live Zoom session where we can 

all say hello to each other over a cup of 

coffee and catch up with each other’s 

news. Our Zoom room number is 689 032 

1462 – password 654321. For the latest 

details, please see our Facebook page, 

website, or contact the church office for 

up-to-date information (all details are 

given at the end of this article).  

  

Christmas events: Perhaps you visited the 

church in December and came to look at 

the Shed Nativity outside the building? 

This was a new venture for Christ Church 

and it’s construction involved a small 

team of keen DIY’ers, an untold number 

of power tools, and many cups of tea and 

mince pies! It was open to the community 

during December weekends, and families 

were welcome to come and take a selfie 

with the Holy Family, hang a prayer on the 

prayer tree and enjoy a hot chocolate! 

Other events that we adapted to suit the 

new circumstances were the Community 

Carol Service and a Zoom led 

Christingle@Home. We were also thrilled 

that we were able to support Besom and 

the Community Foodbank by providing a 

base at the Church for receiving, sorting 

and despatching 500 food hampers to 

those in need around Basingstoke. 

 

Prayer requests: is there someone or 

something you would like us to prayer for? 

We have a prayer team who are ready to 

respond to all requests in complete 

confidence. Contact us by one of the 

methods below. 

 

Sparklers Baby and Toddler Group: 

Mondays and Thursdays 10.00-11.30am. 

Sparklers is a twice weekly group for 

bumps, babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers 

and their parents and carers and we have 

taken all necessary steps to ensure both 

adults and children are safe whilst they 

enjoy the fun and support that these 

sessions provide. Each session 

incorporates play, craft, stories and action 

rhyme time and we provide hot drinks and 

biscuits for adults, and fresh fruit and 

breadsticks for the little ones as a healthy 

snack. We have to limit numbers 

attending so booking in advance is 

mandatory. And so that we can 

accommodate everyone who wants to 

attend, we ask you that families book only 

one session per week. Parents will need 

to wear masks. If you have any questions 

please call Tonya on 07581 373123, or 

e m a i l :  t o n y a @ c h r i s t c h u r c h 

chineham.org.uk.    

 

Hire of community facilities: We provide a 

range of rooms, both small and large and 

have special rates to community groups. 

Call me on 01256 474280 or email 

office@christchurchchineham.org.uk for 
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up to date information, and how to open 

in a COVID safe way. 

 

Charity collections: we continue to collect 

stamps (new and used), old biros and 

marker pens, postcards, spectacles, and 

tops from supermarket milk bottles for 

charity. Please note we no longer collect 

batteries or foil – however most 

supermarkets have collecting facilities for 

batteries.    

 

Gill Godfrey 

Contact us: Tel: 01256 474280, Email: 

hello@christchurchchineham.org.uk, 

W e b s i t e :  w w w . c h r i s t c h u r c h 

chineham.org.uk, Facebook and 

Instagram: christchurchchineham, Twitter: 

@ccChineham, YouTube: https://

youtube.com/c/ChristChurchChineham 

Zoom:  https://us04web.zoom.us/

j/6890321462 

 

Chineham Parish Council 

 

Parish Councillors and staff would like to 

take this opportunity to wish all residents 

a Happy New Year. 

   

2021 meeting dates: 

The dates for the Full Parish Council 

meetings in 2021 are scheduled as 

follows: 
 

January 11th       July 12th 

February 8th       August 9th  

March 8th            September 13th 

April 12th             October 11th 

May 10th             November 8th 

June 14th            December 13th 

 

Meetings start at 7.45pm and are usually 

held in the Community Rooms at the 

Chineham Village Hall (the public session 

will start at approximately 7.50pm). 

Agendas are available on the Parish 

Council noticeboards and on the website 

three clear days before the meetings. 

Please note that until further notice 

Parish Council Meetings will be held 

remotely via Zoom. 

 

Grit Bins: 

There are a number of blue or yellow bins 

filled with salt and/or grit for use in 

Chineham on public roads and 

pavements. They are not provided for 

private use. Residents can report that a 

bin requires refilling via the Hampshire 

C o u n t y  C o u n c i l  w e b s i t e 

www.hants.gov.uk. Alternatively, please 

contact the Parish Council with the 

location details and we will report it. 

 

Defibrillator: 

Just a reminder that there is a publicly 

accessible defibrillator on the external 

wall at the Village Hall close to the 

Community Rooms. In the event that the 

equipment is required, the Operator will 

inform the 999 caller of the access code. 

 

The next Chineham Parish Council 

meeting is to be held on 11 January 

2021.  The meeting starts at 7.45pm and 

will take place remotely via Zoom. If you 

wish to attend the meeting please contact 

the Clerk who will provide you with the 

link to join or please see our agendas. 

 

The Parish Council is here to help the 

residents of Chineham, so if there is a 

Chineham issue you are concerned about, 

please feel free to contact the Clerk, Sally 

Jackson on 01256 474500 or email 

clerk@chineham.gov.uk or the Assistant 

Clerk, Julia Johnston on 01256 324345 

or email assistantclerk@chineham.gov.uk 

during office hours only please. The 

Parish Council website can be found at 

www.chineham.gov.uk. 

 

Sally Jackson 
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Basingstoke - Old Basing U3A 

Our Needles and Pins Group lend a hand at 

Christmas. Early in December this Group 

waved off 80 gaily wrapped shoeboxes, filled 

with toys, sweets, stationery and toiletries. 

These were destined for countries in Eastern 

Europe and accompanied by bags of hand 

knitted blankets too. They will eventually be 

opened by under-privileged children who 

receive very little else at Christmas time. 

Mustard Seed Relief Missions organise an 

annual appeal and with a team of willing 

helpers, Sue and John Richards, spent much 

of the year collecting and sorting, knitting 

and crocheting to help support it. Many 

others in Chineham have helped Needles 

and Pins out too. 
 

If you’d like to lend a hand next year, why not 

join this very friendly and sharing u3a group. 

Members bring along their own work, any 

form of knitting, crochet, tapestry, cross 

stitch, bead work etc. They exchange advice, 

patterns and ideas, and if members need 

nothing themselves, they have lots of ideas 

for charities: small teddies, hats and mittens 

for the neo-natal unit; hats, scarves, mittens, 

toys and blankets for orphanages in Eastern 

Europe; and twiddle-muffs for dementia 

patients! Often a supply of donated wool too. 

There’s usually a workshop or demonstration 

each month so lots to do and their work 

carries on through lockdown on Zoom too.   
 

All our U3a activities can be found at 

www.basingstokeu3a.org/. If anyone is 

looking for something to cheer them up 

throughout the winter. There’s even a holiday 

in Croatia planned for 2021 

www.basingstokeu3a.org/excursion-and-

holiday-details. Membership will be £15 for 

January to August 2021, with unlimited 

access to all the groups, so do give us a try. 

Joining instructions for new members’ 

applications can be found on our home 

page. We’re looking forward to meeting you.  
 

Linda Wain 

Basingstoke Camera Club  
Basingstoke Camera Club celebrates its 

centenary year this year, and it has 

documents that show they became affiliated 

to the Royal Photographic Society in 1921. It 

is believed that the social historian 

photographer Edward Hillsworth was a 

founding member of the club. The club was 

formerly known as the Basingstoke and 

District Photographic Society and changed its 

name to Basingstoke Camera Club in 1945. 

Members have been researching its history 

and have unearthed club programmes 

dating back to 1947/48, when the club used 

to meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each 

month in the Thorneycroft Canteen (where 

Basingstoke Morrisons now stands), and 

membership then was 10s/6d! 
 

We are always looking for more historical 

information about the club from people living 

in North Hampshire and Berkshire. If anyone 

has any further information or 

documentation about the club we’d love to 

hear from you! Please contact Kevin 

B u c k l a n d  a t  p u b _ o f f i c e r 

@basingstokecameraclub.co.uk. 
 

Today, the club is still thriving despite the 

current COVID issues. We currently have 

approximately 75 members and run a full 

programme of competitions, talks and 

workshops, albeit virtually via Zoom at the 

moment. Also, we normally host an annual 

members exhibition at Basingstoke 

Discovery Centre, but this year we have also 

had to make that virtual and this can be 

seen on our YouTube channel at 

w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?

v=Hh7oCN2gFYU&t=11s or search for 

‘Basingstoke Camera Club’ on YouTube. We 

are always happy to see new members of 

any experience. You just need to have a love 

of photography! Please check our website at 

www.basingstokecameraclub.co.uk for more 

details. 
 

Kevin Buckland 
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Crime Prevention Bulletin 

 

Childline Campaign – Something’s not 

right 

The Home Office has joined forces with 

charities including the NSPCC, Barnardo’s 

and The Children’s Society to launch a 

new campaign to protect victims of child 

abuse. The campaign, ‘Something’s Not 

Right’, encourages young people to 

recognise different forms of abuse, report 

it and get help. Click here for more 

information or visit www.childline.org.uk. 

 

Online Shopping Safety Advice 

Tips on how to shop online safely: 
 

Where to shop: If you're making a 

purchase from a company or seller you 

don't know and trust, carry out some 

research first and ask a friend or family 

member for advice before completing the 

purchase. 
 

Email accounts: Use a strong, separate 

password for your email account. 

Criminals can use your email to access 

other online accounts, such as those you 

use for online shopping. 
 

Phishing: Some of the emails or texts you 

receive about amazing offers may contain 

links to fake websites. Not all links are 

bad, but if you're unsure don't use the 

link, go separately to the website.  
 

Payment method: if you decide to go 

ahead with the purchase, use a credit 

card if you have one. Other payment 

providers may not provide the same 

protection. 

 

E-scooter advice 

Did you know it's illegal to ride a privately 

owned electric scooter (e-scooter) in 

public? 

 

That's because e-scooters are classed as 

motor vehicles in law. So, in theory, this 

means that you need an MOT, road tax 

and insurance to use one. However, it 

isn't currently possible to register e-

scooters in this way. Privately owned e-

scooters can only be used on private land, 

with the permission of the landowner. 

 

You cannot use a privately owned e-

scooter on the road, pavement or in a 

public space. If you do then you risk 

receiving a large fine, points on your 

licence and your e-scooter could be 

seized.  

 

Some parts of the UK are running 

government trials of rental e-scooters. If 

you're over 16 and have a full or 

provisional driving licence then you can 

use these on public roads and cycle 

paths. Just check that your licence covers 

categories AM, A or B. 

 

Neighbourhood Watch Campaign: Protect 

your Pa$$W0Rd 

Protect your password in three easy 

steps: 

1. Create a separate password for your 

email account. 

 

2. Use three random words 

 

3. Turn on two-factor authentication. 

 

Share these three tips with three friends. 

 

For further Crime Prevention advice 

please visit www.hampshire.police.uk/cp/

crime-prevention/. 

 

Hampshi re Constabulary Crime 

Prevention Advisor 
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BDDF  

Basingstoke & District Disability Forum 

(BDDF) – your local disability charity, wants 

to wish you and your family a Happy New 

Year and all the very best for 2021! 
 

Our Services. Last year we all quickly leaned 

new skills and ways of living and working to 

keep us as safe as possible. BBDF swiftly 

moved our services online concentrating on 

fun and interactive activities to put a smile 

on our members’ faces. We offer seated 

exercise for mobility and wellbeing; walking 

clubs for health and social interaction; Friday 

Teabreak - a safe online club for chat, 

laughter and creativity. All of our activities are 

free and fully inclusive. 
 

New Support Group. As soon as it is safe to 

do so we are keen to offer face to face 

support groups. We are looking for feedback 

on how our disabled community would like 

for these to run. We would welcome your 

thoughts and opinions via this 2 minute 

survey: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/

KXCLZL9  
 

Our Lockdown One Members survey results. 

Driving force behind the new support group 

is addressing the needs identified by the 

survey which BDDF conducted to understand 

the impact of the lockdown on disabled 

people. Top three 3 challenges faced by our 

disabled community were:  

1. Psychological distress/mental health 

(50%)  

2. Social isolation and loneliness (45%)  

3. Difficulties accessing NHS healthcare and 

treatment (35%) 

Keep in touch. Info on all our free services 

are updated regularly on our social media 

and website. Keep up to date by liking our 

page of Facebook @BDDForum, Insta 

@BasingstokeDisabilityForum via our 

website www.bddf.org.uk, or tweet us 

@BDDForum.  

We offer regular newsletters, and are offer a 

paper version by post if you do not have 

internet access. To be added to our postal 

mailing list please call 01256 423869 

leaving your home address, name & 

telephone number. 
 

Disability Awareness Event. BDDF are 

preparing to host our annual Disability 

Information & Awareness Day, in The Malls 

shopping centre on Friday 26 March. For the 

first time we will be hosting the physical stalls 

and sessions virtually in the hope we can 

reach as many people as possible. If you are 

a charity who would like to be represented 

either via physical stall or online or if you are 

a key speaker on issues affecting disabled 

people because of Covid, please get in touch 

by emailing info@bddf.org.uk. 
 

New: 121 Digital/IT support. Our survey 

results highlighted digital exclusion of the 

disabled and some of our older generation 

was adding to isolation. To address this, 

BDDF have been offering our members a 

free 90 minute 1-2-1 session with an IT 

expert. Aim of the session is to ensure they 

can be involved in online activities and keep 

in contact with friends and loved ones if 

isolating, by teaching how to get online and 

how to use Zoom. Know someone who would 

benefit? BDDF are happy to offer further 

sessions – please get in touch. 
 

New: Wellbeing Course. Start January in a 

positive way by joining our free wellbeing 

course aimed at reducing anxiety, increasing 

your confidence and finding inner calmness. 

The commitment is 2 hours per week on 

Tuesday mornings. Open to all. If you would 

like to take part, please contact us. 
 

New: Member Care Calls. Many commented 

on survey what they really want right now is a 

call, a friendly voice on the other end of the 

line. We currently have three wonderful 

volunteers calling our members and making 

a difference to their day. If you know 

someone who is isolated or lonely who would 

like to hear from us please let us know. 
 

Amanda Knowles 


